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The Iiiftory of Perfia'.' 

• * 

* - . V 

• *. » * \ 

S O much has been faid concerning tbehiftory of this'Introduce 

country, in the preceding part of our work, that we tion. 
fhall be very concife upon it here. The family of . the 
modern emperors of Perfia is called Safari, from one Sefi, of 
Sofi, who, for his fanftity, was held in great veneration by 
Tamerlan, whom ho prevented from murdering, in cold 
blood, great, numbers of his unhappy countrymen and 
others. Upon Tamerlan’s departure, the Perfians , in a man¬ 
ner, adored Sefi ; and, upon his death, continued to refpe£fc 
his defendants as:their head. . . ( 

The moll: powerful amongft them was orie Juneyd, who, Hi/lory of 
after a variety of adventures, acquired a very confiderable Juneyd. ’ 
principality j but, in endeavouring to render himfelf quite 
independent of th o Koyounlu princes, who then reigned irf - * 
Perfia , a confpiracy was formed a gain ft him at Shirwan, and 
he was cut oft. He left a fon, one Hayder , who was king of He is fuc- 
Frellizand, both in his father’s life-time and after his death, ceeded by 
and he had two fops, Potjbah and' IfmaeT, but was himfelf Hayder , 
killed in endeavouring to revenge his father’s death. Ifmae'l and he by 
furvived him, and alfumed the family name of Sofi ; and, Jjmaek 
though he was but fourteen years of age, he put himfelf at 
the head of fev.en thoufand followers, devoted to his family; 
and, after conquering and killing 1 Ferozad, prince of Shir- 
ivan, who had defeated and flain his fatherjand grandfather^, 
he took pofleffion of that principality, and, by degrees, or 
the greateft part of Perfia , by defeating the Turks, of which 5 
Pation the Koyounlu family was. He was, however, about the 
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His wa-s year 1514, defeated by the Ottoman emperor Solan, whocort- 
with the quered great part of his dominions, but was obliged to march 
"■ ’ into Egypt ; by which Ifmael palled the reft of his reign in 

tranquility. He died in the year j523, and may be called 
the founder of the Sofian dinafty. He is faid to have been a 

He took advantage of the natural 


Purks. 


and cha- grea 


ratter. enthufiafm of his fubjecls, to make them look upon him as 

fomething more than man ; and he fuftained that character 
by his vail abilities. This is ali we can fay with certainty, 
or indeed with propriety, of Ifmael-, fo miferably contradic¬ 
tory are all authors concerning him, notwithllanding the 
latenefs of the period in which he lived. 

Succeeded Ifmael was fucceeded by his fon Tbamas , or Thomas 


by I ha- retook the city of Taurt's from Solyman, the Othman emperor, 

with whom he had great wars with various fuccefs. In the 


mas 


who is 


year 1575, he was poiloned by the mother ot Hayder , one of 
his fens, whom Ihe wanted to advance to the empire ; but 


murdered, that young prince, in going to vifit his father’s treafury, was 

murdered by his lifter. Other writers fay that Hayder had 
the prefumption to appear before his father, when he was 
upon his death-bed, with a crown upon his head, though he 
had an elder brother, who refufed, on account of his religi- 


Death of 
Hayder . 
Ifmael 
lhah. 


ous turn, to accept of the empire. 

Hayder reigned but four days, being killed when he was 
but feventecn years old j and was fucceeded by his brother 
Ifmael , who, from jealoulies of ftate, had been twenty-five 
years in prifon. Though he owed his advancement entirely 
to his filler, yet one ol the firft a£lions of his government 
was to order her to be put to death ; and, in all his other 
conduct, he proved himlelf a bloody and inhuman tyrant. 

His death. PI e reigned, however, only twenty-two months; fome faid 

he was poiloned j and others that he was aflafiinated, by fome 
ol his grandees, who had difguifed themfelves like women, 
and were headed by his filler, whofe name was Periakckon- 
na+ in refentment of his ingratitude. 

1 his lady is faid to have been equally devoted to ambition 
and gallantry ; and intended to have advanced one of her 
lovers, Amir Kan , to the throne after her brother’s death : 


Charatter 
of his 
filler. 


but the eldeft of 


Mohammed. 


He had been fpared by his brother, the late tyrant, only be- 
-caufe he was thought too infignificant to be put to death ; 
and he was called the Blind from a weaknefs he had in 
his eyes. Upon If marls death, the grandees of Per fa made 
it a point of conference for him to alcend the throne ; which 
■with great difficulty he was at lull prevailed upon to do, but 
hammea, not before the head of his filler was brought,him- Authors 


He Is file 
e'eed cd 

by Mo- 


who puts 
his filler 
to death. 


are greatly divided with regard to his character. Some re- 
prelent him as weak, indolent, and pufilanimous; but others, 
with greater appearance ol truth, fay he was a brave and ac¬ 
tive prince. . It uncertain, at lead, that he was engaged in 

and, that his generals often de¬ 
feated 


with the 


Turks 
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fe9te<J them, and fometimes were defeated by them. Orife Moham- 
t)f his generals, Arez Beg , in particular, was defeated and med’s ware 
hanged by the Tartars. But Mohammed’s el deft fon, Hamza , with the 
amply revenged his death, by defeating them in their turn, Turks and 
taking their general, and cutting in pieces prddigious num- Tartars , 
bers of them. The Georgians, ever fince the teign of Tho¬ 
mas , had refufed to be fubje<St to the Pcrftdhs , who had fub- 
dued them. Georgia was then governed by a Chrtftian prince, 
called David j and Mohammed fent an army to reduce him* 
which forced David to fly: upon which, his brother Simon, 
who had turned Mahometan , mounted the throne of Georgia , 
with the title of khan, and under the prote&ion of Mo¬ 
hammed. He could not, however, afford him fufficient pro-* and Gear- 
te&ion againft the growing power of the Turks , who, not- gians. 
withftanding the prodigious valour of Hamza , made them¬ 
felves matters of Tauris-. 

So amazingly ignorant are authors of the modern affairs of Uncer- 
Perfia, at this period, to which we are greater ftrangers than tainty of 
to tranfa&ions in that country two thoufahd years ago, that th »PerJtan 
It is uncertain who was the fucceffor of Mohammed. Hamza hiftory, 
probably was, tho* fome fay that he was put to death in his 
father’s life-time, and by his order ; but that is improbable, 
and contradictory to the accounts of the moft creditable tra¬ 
vellers who were then in Perfia. It is certain that Hamza 
was a very brave prince, and, in his father’s life-time, had 
given many furprifing proofs of valour. The Perfwn court Degene- 
was, at that period, the theatre of unpunifhed inceft. Juft, racy of 
and murder. The fovereign was defpotic j and the people, the court, 
the greatefti equally as the meaneft* fubje6ts, the moft abjedl 
of flaves : fo that nothing was more common than for the 
wives of the moft confiderable noblemen there, to proftitute 
themfelves, with the knowledge and confent of their huf- 
bands, to the reigning prince. Fratricide, however Ihock^ Hatted of 
ing it is in all fenfes, was, though not the leaft, the moft ex- the blood- 
cufable, of the crimes of their monarchs : for their fonsj be- royal to 
ing begotten upon different mothers^ who mortally hated one ano- 
each other, and inftilled the fame fentirhents into their chil- ther. 
dren, did not think themfelves relations in blood fo much as 
rivals in intereft, and, with their firft milk, they fucked in 
a deteftation for one another. Such are the dreadful effeefts 
of polygamy in an arbitrary country ‘ and, from that fource, 
moft of the evils have proceeded which fhock humanity to 
read. 

Hamza had a brother, named Ifmael , who is faid to have Shah IJb- 
murdered him ; though others pretend that he was killed in giael 111. 
battle in the year 1585. He was fucceeded by Ifmael, the )S nrur- 
third of that name, vvhofe throat was cut by his barber ; an dered. 
affaflin employed for that purpofe byrhe partizans of his 
brother Abbas , whofe death he had refolved upon. Neither 
Hamza, nor Jfmael III. reigned above eight months; for 
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■which reafon, they, by fome writers, are left out of the lift 

of Perftan monarchs. 

Succeeded Abbas, who next mounted that throne, had a governor, 

by Abbas called Murjhed, affigned to him by his father; and to this 
• the Great. Murjhed he was principally indebted for the death of his bro¬ 
ther and his own acceffion to the crown. We muft not for¬ 
get that the barber, who cut Ifmael's throat, was inftantly torn 
in pieces, and his body burned by the confpiring lords who 
who kills were prefent. Murfned could not preferve his moderation 
his gover- after fo many important fervices, and, prefuming to treat 
nor Abbas ftill as his pupil, that monarch, attended by four of his 

Jhed. principal lords, broke into Murjhed’s apartments, and made 

one of the grooms kill him with a hatchet; for which he 
was rewarded with the dignity of khan, and the government' 
Herat. 

Ke reco- Abbas was a man formed for the re-cftablifhmerit of a tot- 1 
vers the tering empire. The faireft provinces of his dominions had 
provinces been difmembered by Turks, Tartars, and other barbarians ; 
of Per 'fia. particularly the TJfbeks, who v/ere then poffeffed of the once 

glorious and flouriftiing empire of Bukbaria j but were driven 
out of Korafan by Abbas . He next turned his arms againft 
the Turks , and, by an incredible march, he furprized and 
made himfelf matter of the city of Tauris , where they had 
built a ftrong fortrefs, and of many other places in Georgia 
Histrea- and its neighbourhood- ‘ Finding refiftance at a place called 
chery to Remy, and that he could not mafter it without the aflift- 
the Kurds. ance of the Kurds , or mountaineers, who affifted the 

Turks , he dealt with them fo effectually, that he took the 
place; but afterwards he moft treacheroufly put all their 
chiefs to death; and he recovered all the provinces that had 
been difmembered from his empire, with a moft horrible 
{laughter of the Turks , and the inhabitants, who oppofed his 
arms. 

The conqueft of the great province of Shirwan , and its ca¬ 
pital Shamakiya, coft him but feven weeks; and he made 
himfelf matter of the rich principality of Arran about the 
fame time. Upon this, the inhabitants of Derbent fubmitted 
to his yoke ; tho’, as we have already feen, it was deemed 
Invades to be impregnable. His next expedition, which happened 
Kilan, and about the year 1593, was againft the province of Kilan. 
is in dan- Here, we are told, he was in danger of being drowned in 
ger. patting a river, in which he loft four t’noufand of his troops 

he, -however, foon completed the conqueft of the province 
with the {laughter of fixty thoufand of its inhabitants ; and 
made the country more accefiible than it had been to ftrangers 
as well as to his. armies. 

The.vaft fucceffes of Abbas , who, inhiftory, is juftly fur- 
named the Great, gave fuch jealoufy to the Ttirks, that they 
invaded his dominions with an army of five hundred thou¬ 
fand men, by the way of Tauris . The intention of Shah 

..... Abbas , 
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Abbas, when this invafion happened, was to have given fofoe 
repofe to himfelf and his dominions; and,he refoived to avail 
himfelf of the ftrength of the country, which was excefiively 
mountainous, and to a & on the defend ve. For this purpofe, His wars 
he fent out flying parties, and promifed every man, who with the 
ihould enter as a volunteer, which five thoufand did, fifty Turk}, 
crowns for each Turk's head he fhould bring in. This had 
a great effect; and the Turkijh general, Chakal Ogil, finding 
he could not force him to a general engagement, provoked 
him fo, by bravading meflages, that Shah Abbas gave him bat¬ 
tle, and forced him to retire to the frontiers. But Shah Ab- 
bas , fearing a furprize, kept his army, for three days, under 
arms ; nor did he himfelf, during that time, enter his tent. . 

Though the Turks retired, yet a cruel war was continued w j t j, var ^ 
between them and Abbas , who, about this time, narrowly ous f ug . 
efcaped poifon; and Tauris , after it had been taken by the ce jr es# 
Turks , was retaken by Abbas , who every day became more 
and more formidable, though he received, in the courfe of 
the war, feveral checks from his enemies. They, however, 
left him at peace for many years ; and then the war between 
them broke out with more fury than ever. They were op- 
pofed by the Perftans under Kuchiki , the ableft general Abbas 
had; who not only checked their progrefs,. by defeating them 
in feveral engagements, but took many of their generals pri- 
foners ; all whom Abbas generoufly releafed without ranfom, 
and with marks of favour. The next expedition of Abbas 
was into Georgia , where he defeated Tamuras , whom we Ihali 
mention more particularly afterwards, and he continued in 
that country for nine months. 

But the military virtues of Abbas , to which were added His excef- 
many civil ones, wereftained by the mcfll inhuman, unheard fivecru- 
of cruelties ever perpetrated. When he was upon his Geor- fc lty to all 
gian expedition, he ordered the nofes and lips of all his fol- ranks of 
fliers to be cut off who made ufe of tobacco ; and a poor people, 
merchant, who knew nothing of this order, having imported * 
fome tobacco into the camp, he was, by his command, 
placed upon a pile of faggots and burned to death, with the 
bags in which the commodity was, hung round him. The 
other inftances of his cruelty are (hocking to the laft degree, 
for he knew no diftinflfion between juftice and barbarity. 

Under pretence of providing for the poor, he ufed to go dif- 
guifed round the ftreets of his capital, and, upon the flighteft: 
offence, he would order a baker to be baked alive in his own 
oven, and a cook to be roafted upon his own fpit; and, at 
one time, he was upon the point of putting to death the go¬ 
vernor and all the magiftrates of Ifpahan , for fome frauds 
pra&ifed in the markets. His great mafter of the ordnance, 
having, through jealoufv, killed fome people, he not only 
put him to death, but all his wives, children, and domeftics. 

He fometimes caufed, upon the flighteft grounds of fufpici-r 

Pftj the ladies of his harran, or feraglio, tp be buried alive, 
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with the lovers they were accufed to favour; and he often 
caufed the bellies of thole who offended him, to be ript up 
before his face. 


Excufe fer Thole 
the fame, that the nature and genius 


Per/it 


quired fuch horrible examples to be made to keep them in 


awe. 
his u 


Th 


iral treatment of his own fons and family. Two 
of them had their eyes burnt out, and by his command were 
fhut up in prifon. His eldeft fon, who gave extraordinary 
proofs of a military genius, was poifoned, by his father’s 
command, and Sefi, his fecond fon, met if poffible, with a 
ftill more cruel fate. He was the darling of the people, and 
he had a fon called Sain, the fame who afterwards mounted 


Sefi 


Ci rcnjj. 


Confpira- 


ruelty 




Sefi 


cy againft apartment, that he might if he pleafed, immediately mount 
mm. the throne of Perfia . Sefi difcovered the whole to his father; 

but the difcovery, though attended with the warmeft pro- 
teftations of duty and obedience, inftead of endearing him 
to the tyrant, proved his ruin. Abbas was {frock with horror, 
in thinking he had a fon about him, who had it in his power 
to dethrone him. His apprehenfions deprived him of his reft, 
in fo much, that he (hifted his bed feveral times, every 
night. They were increafed, by a trifling accident at hunting, 
the prince happening to {hoot at a wild boar before his 
father ; and the declared love the people had for Sefi , at Lift 
He puts determined his father to put him to death. He propofed 
his eldell that Kirchuki fliould undertake the execution, but he declin- 
fon to ed it with horror. One Balnt , however, undertook it, and 
death. attended by fonse of his flaves, he ftabbed the innocent 

prince dead, as he was returning from a bath, followed by 
a fingle page. 

It was Toon known by whofe command this inhuman 
murder had been perpetrated; and it was with difficulty the 
people were prevented from pulling Abbas out of his palace. 
Nothing could have ajrpeafed them but the exceffive grief 
he difcovered. It was fo great that he fuft'ered the prince’s 
mother in her rage to pull him by the hair, and to beat him 
with her fifts. In {hort, his mourning and grief for what he 
had done, was almoft equal to his cruelty, in the commiffion j 
and ever a>ter he wore the drefs ol one of his loweft fubiecls ; 

c __t_ _ . tt t .1 it . . . . . y * 


His ex¬ 
cel!! v e 

grief for 
the mur¬ 
der. 


;/b 


though 
he u 


dreft in a coat of plain red callico, quilted with cotton. But 
he gave far more dreadful proofs of his grief, than fafting 


and mourning. 


for he invited all the khans, who had either 
given, or cauied, alufpicion, or had encouraged his jealou y 

Pi his Ion, tc a banquet,where he ordered pcifon to be adminL 


fteied 
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-ftered to them, and he faw them all expire, before he left the Story and 
room. The tyrant however, probably fearing, that it might death of 
be difficult for him to get a future executioner of his cruelty, the mur- 
was fo far from putting Babut to death, that he rewarded derer. 
him with the government of the principality of Kafiwin. 

He forced Babut at lad, with his own hand, to cut off his 
fon’s head, whom he tenderly loved, and to throw it at his 
feet. Obferving Babut , on this occafion, oppreffeffwith grief, 

“ Think, Babut , faid he, what I muft have felt, when you 
“ brought me the news of. my Ion’s death. Re gone, and 
“comfort thyfelf with one reflection, that thy fon and 
“ mine are no more ; and that in this refpect, thou art 
“ on a footing with thy fovereign.” It is faid that Babut 
foon after was murdered by a confpiracy of his own flaves. 

Though the above relation of Sefi's death feems to be Various 
mod: confonant to truth, and to tne manner of proceed- relations. 
ing in that country, yet Herbert has embellilhed it with of the 
many particulars, that have been feveral times worked up murder, 
into a drama. He tells us, that Abbas , upon fome provoca¬ 
tion, purpofely given his fon, that obliged him to draw his 
fwcrd in his prefence, ordered his eyes, as is ufual in that 
country, to be put out with a red hot iron ; and that.the 
prince, in a fit of p’nrenfy, ftrangled his own daughter, and 
was groping about to do the fame by his fon, when the mo¬ 
ther removed him ; and that he perilhed a few days after by 
poifon. If this dory is true, it mud be laid to another fon 
of Abbas , befrJes the prince who was put to death by Babut , 
which is by no means improbable, when we confider the in¬ 
humanity of this tyrant to his own family. For though he 
doated upon Sain , his grandfon by Sty?, yet had it not been 
for his mother’s attention, who took care to give him proper 
antidotes, he foon would have poifonedhim likewife. 

Abbas found no relief from the dings of remorfe, but in 
war; and about the year 1594, he reduced to his fubjedtion 
a vad part of Proper Perfiia , which had been feized by the Abbas 
Kurds, and then by the Arabs, but it was feveral years after be.- f u kd ues 
fore he complcated the conquedofthe whole. But Tamuras , p ari 
/the Georgian prince, whom we have already mentioned, was 
at this time the mod formidable enemy Abbas had ; apd as 
we have fo good an authority, as that of Sir John Chardin , 
who was both judicious, and well informed, it may not be 
improper, to give here fome idea of the hidory of that 


prince. 

Georgia is divided into two provinces, or as they are called, Iliftory 
kingdoms, Kaket, and Kardnel. Tamaras , whofe true name and ati- 
was Daziia, was the elded fon of Alexander king of Kaket , ventures 
who, befides him, had two fons and two daughters. In his of Ta- 
youth he had been a hodage at the court of Perfia, where muras , 
his education was the fame with that of Abbas. But upon prnce of 
his father's death, he was exchanged for his brother, after Georgia, 
taking an oath of vaffalage to the Pcrfimi crown. Luarzab , 
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of KardneL was .then a minor: but haDc 


tQ 


Meru 


and of 

Luarzab, 
another 
prince of 
the fame 


>vho was but of a mean extraction, and refufing to fulfil a 
promife of marriage he had made her, for fear of family 
refentments; Meru, who had fome reafon to be afraid of his 
life, fled to Ifpahan, where he put himfelf under the protec¬ 
tion of Abbas , as being the fovereign lord of Georgia. It does 
not appear, that Abbas, at that juncture, was either able or 
willing to make war upon Georgia , merely upon Merit s ac¬ 
count ; but being of a very amorous complexion, he fent to 


demand 


er of Luarzab , the mod cele- 

V • & 


Chrift 


AJia . Nothing was more common, i 
inces of Georgia to fend their daugl 
i.e Perjian monarchs ; and the mothe 
$hah Abbas , had been Georgian Gbriji 


country. Luarzab, however, flatly refufed to comply, under pretence 

that his After had been promifed to Tamuras ; and upon the 
.demand being repeated, he even infujted the ambafiadors of 
Abbas ; who was then in no condition to force him into 
compliance. He proceeded therefore with art and caution, 
and though then very old, he pretended the princefs was in 
love with him, and on this pretext, about the year 1610, he 
invaded Georgia ; where by the help of gold, and Merits 
intrigues, he found a great party among the Georgian nobi- 


Perji 


Mahometans 


But his chief depend- 
zab* and Tamuras : bv 


® ® ^ J -— J J 

privately promifing each of them the other’s crown. It hap- 


fortunatel} 


he Ruffians, the Pope, and other Chrift. 


powers, but by the Ottoman emperors, in hatred to Abbas, 
whofe artific.es they difeovered; and they cemented the 


friend(hip between them Hill ftronger, by Tamuras actually 
marrying the beautiful lifter of Luarzab. 

gTv'V Abbas, atthattirpe, had not only a powerful army on 
Ahb the frontiers of Georgia, but had in his pofleffion two Tons 

* of Tamuras, and a brother and filler of Luarzab , whom 


of Tamuras, and a brother and filler of Luarzab, whom 
he kept as hoftages; and whom he threatened to put to 

death. At the fame time, fie ordered his general to advance 
in perfon, at the head of thirty thoufand horfe, againll Ta¬ 
maras ; who feeing his ruin inevitable. Tent his mother 
Mariana, vyho, notwithftanding her age, was Hill lovely, to 
Ifpahan, to interred for the lives of her two grand-children. 
•The tyrant fell in love with her, and offered to marry her. 
But Ihe refufed to turn Mahometan , and was therefore fhut 
up in prifon, wh':e at Iaft Ihe expired, under the torments 
he inflicted upon her; while her two grand-fons were made 

a a s then refolved to march in perfon again# 
Georgiaj and with infinite danger and difficulty he pene¬ 
trated into the kingdom of Kakct ; where he committed 
great ravages. Moll of the Georgian lords being in his in- 

tereft 


gain# 


# 



p 


OF THE WORLD, g 

* 

tereft, Luarzab, like Tamuras, was intimidated ; and Ablfhs 
diffembied fo well, that he perfuaded him to repair to the 
Perfian camp; where, at firft, be was greatly carefTed, and 
ient to Shiras. During his confinement the czar of Mufcovy 
ordered an ambailador to let out for the Perfian court, to in- 
terceed for him: which coming to the knowledge of Shah 
Abbas , Luarxab was privately put to death ; and Abbas dif- Luarzab 
avowed all knowledge of it to the czar. murdered, 

Tamaras, by this time, began to be fenfible of his own 
danger, and obtained a powerful fupply of troops from the 
Turks, by which he gave feveral defeats to the Perfans , who 
were commanded by Bagrat, Luarzab’s brother, who had 
turned Mahometan, and had obtained from Abbas the govern¬ 
ment of Georgia. But the Ottoman forces being withdrawn, and Ta- 
Tamuras was obliged to fubmit to give Abbas his daughter muras fub- 
in marriage ; to receive the yoke of his authority, and to dued, 
reign as a tributary prince. Upon this, Abbas not only 
bridled the Georgians with ftrong garrifons, but tranfplanted 
eighty thoufand of their families into other parts of his 
dominions. 

4 

At laft, well knowing their paffion for independency, he but makes - 
gave them a kind of charter of rights, exempting them from terms for 
taxes; and confirming them in the pofFeflion of their the Geor- 
churches, without any mofques being built among them; he gians. 
likewife granted them the priviledge of being governed by a 
prince of the royal blood of Georgia, provided he was a 
Mahometan ; together with other privileges; with vvhich all 
the other Georgians, during his reign were fatisfied. 

All this happened about the year 1613, when Shah Abbas, 
undertook an expedition againft Baghdad. He had been in¬ 
vited thither by Bikir, the Turkijh commandant there, up¬ 
on fome difguft at the Ottoman .court; but changing his 
mind, when Abbas came to demand the keys of the city, 

Bikir told him, he could give him nothing but powder and 
ball. Upon this Abbas ordered a general aflault to be given, Abbas 

and carrying the place fword in hand, he put Bikir to ta ^ es 
death- ' Baghdad. 

The lofs of fo great a city enraged the court of Gonfian- 
tinople fo much, that they made many efforts to retake it ; 
and they feveral times befieged it but were always repulfed. 

Kufchiki continued ftill to be the favourite general of Abbas, 
and when the province of Baghdad was invaded by Kalil, a 
Turkijh balhaw, at the head of five hundred thoufand men, an d de- 
Kufchiki gave them an entire defeat, near Baghdad, where f ea ts a 
Abbas was in perfon. Leaving that city to meet his general, greatarmy 
he declared, as he approached him, that he could not have of the 
afked from God a greater vi£l:ory : and would not be fatisfi- Turks. 
ed till Kufchiki, almoft by force, mounted the horfe on which j 0 y of 
Abbas rode, while he led him by the bridle. This great J Abbas. 
yiclory however, did not put an end to the wars between the 

Per fans 
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Perfians and the Turks , which lafted all the remainder of the 
reign of Abbas , with various fuccefles. 

Hi (lory of Abbas, equally politic as krave, had the art to turn every 

circumftarice to his own account. In 1607, the Portugueze 
queft of had taken the ifle of Ormus , with fome adjacent ifiands, from 
Ormus, the petty king who reigned there ; and, by this important 


th 


e con- 


conqueft 
the trade 


by the 

Englijb, 


a 


, they were in hopes to engrofs to themfelves all 
: of the Perfian Guipb ; and to difpoflefs the Englijb 
of all commerce there. An officer, Ruy Frera , the Portu - 
gueze general and governor, accordingly, in the year 1621, 
attacked a (quadroll of Englijb {hips trading there, killed one 
Andrew Shilling their commodore; and obliged their {hips to 
return to India. During their abfence, Shah Abbas , who had 
reunited to his crown fo many other dominions, ordered 
his governor of Shiras to beftege the city of Ormus with a 
great army. While he was lying before the place, upon 
which Ruy Freras had railed new fortifications, the Englijb 
fquadron being now augmented to nine (hips, returned to 
drive the Portugueze out of Ormus, which they already found 
befieged by the Pcrfian army. The chief Englijb command¬ 
ers in this expedition were Waddel , Blythe , and Woodcock ; 

nd when they appeared before the place, it was intimated 
to them by the Perfian general Kouli Kan , that if they ex¬ 
pected the benefit of trading in the Pcrfian Gidpb , they muft 
join his army againft the common enemy the Portugueze . 
Upon this, a treaty was fet on foot, and it was agreed, that 
the Englifn fhould be put in pofleffion of the caftle of Ormus , 
with all its cannon and ammunition ; but th z Perfians were 
at liberty, if they pleafed, to build another fort on the fame 
ifiand. The fpoil was to be equally divided, and the Perfians 
were to pay half the expence of the warlike operations; but 
the EngDJb were ever after to be free from impofts in thofe 
parts. Thofe conditions being fettled, the Engliflj com¬ 
manders took a view of the difpofitions of the fiege, which 
had lafted feven months, without the Perfians making the 
fmalleft progrefs in it, according to the mod authentic ac¬ 
counts received from the Englijb and other Europeans , who 
The Per- were prefent at the fiege. The foldiers of Shah Abbas the 

Jiuns un- 
fervice- 

b!t; foldi- three 


Great , who had conquered fo many great kingdoms, were 
mod wretched praditioners in the art of war. The 

the caftle of 


above mentioned. 


befieged 


cr$. 


captains 

Kijhane , which was defended by Ruy Frera in perfon ; but 
he wa§ obliged to furrendcr the place, and he himfelf was 
fent prifoner to Surat. In the mean while, the other fix 
Englijb (hips landed a large body of Perfians upon the ifiand 
of Ormus ; and while the Perfians were making themfelves 
mafters of the town, which they did, the Englijb cannonad¬ 
ed the Portugueze gallies, in which the chief ftrength of the 
befieged lay, and funk five of them. This fervice took up 
about five weeks, but ftill the caftle held out, being garrifon,- 
ed by twenty-fix thoufand men, and defended by one 

hundred 
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hundred and fourteen pieces of cannon. It is hard to fay 
■whether the Perjians or Portuguese were the more wretched 
foldiers. The firft were incapable of attacking, and the others 
of defending. The Portuguese however, after a breach had 
been made, repulfed the Perfians j and the place would have 
remained impregnable by them, had not the Englijb under¬ 
took the fiege, and forced the garrifon to furrender. 

The reader, from the above relation, may eafily conclude, 
that all the courage and fkill of the Perjians , whp made fo 
great a figure under Abbas, was only comparative, and that 
in both refpefls, they were as much inferior to the Por¬ 
tuguese, the moft cowardly of the European nations, as they 
were fuperior to their own barbarous neighbours. Great 
hiftorical inftru&ton is to be gained from the fate of Ormus. 

By its fituation in the mouth of the Perfian Gulp!), it was Situation 
once the greateft mart of trade in the known world. It is and im- 
celebrated by all antiquity on that account; and even be-portance 
fore the difeoveries of the Portuguese, it was talked of by of Ormus . 
Europeans, as the paradife of the earth, and the mine of 
riches. The Portuguese , about the beginning of the fixteenth 
century, were the moft enterprising and the moft infolent 
people in Europe-, and the kings of Ormus had formerly been 
poflefied of immenfe tveafures, and territories upon the con¬ 
tinent. After various revolutions in their government, Al- 
lulqtterque, the famous Portuguese general and admiral, by 
incredible efforts of courage and good management, render¬ 
ed the king of the iflaod tributary ; and in procefs of time 
his Have. For though Albulquerquc continued the govern¬ 
ment in the perfons of the royal family, yet they had no 
power, but in fome very immaterial points of religion and 
trifling difputes, over fubjedts ; and they fubfifted upon a 
pitiful ftipend allotted to them by the Portuguese governors; 
nor were they even permitted, without leave, to depart from 
the ifland. It was in vain for the kings of Psrfia, who fome 
time before the redu&ion of the ifland by the Portuguese, 
had rendered it tributary, to complain of lofmg their tri¬ 
bute, and of being infulted by a handful of beggarly Euro¬ 
peans, for fo the Ajiatics considered the Portuguese to be. 
Albulquerquc not only held them at defiance, but brought 
them to treat with him upon the footing of a fovereign 
prince. It would tire defeription to give an account of the 
vaft riches and luxury* of the Portuguese fettlements in The For- 
Ormus: which was faid to contain forty thoufand people, tuguese , 
though no more than feven miles in circumference. They 
arrived to fuch a pitch of wealth and arrogance, as to boaft, 
that inftead of gilding, as they did, the bolts and bars of 
their doors and windows, they would make them of folid 
gold and filver. In the fair time, the ifland itfelf was the 
■ rendezvous of commerce. The foil of it being hid under the 
moft magnificient carpets below their feet, and rich pavilion^ 

above their heads, made the whole ifland appear as a camp, 

/ • 
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in which none but princes and general officers refided; 
while the air was impregnated by all the fineft odors and 
perfumes that nature can produce. 

After faying fo much with regard to this terreflrial para- 
dife 5 the reader muft be furprized to underftand, that this 
delightful .fpot was no other than a rock of fait j deftitute 
of water, herbage, trees, vegetables, and all thofe products 
of the earth which contribute either to the happinefs, or 
the fubfiftance of mankind. But trade, induftry, and a happy 
{Situation, (it being no more than five miles difta-nt from the 
continent of Perfia ,) fupplied them all} till all were deftroy- 
ed by luxury. The immenfe riches the Portuguese acquired, 
the adulations paid them by the flaves of the eaft, and the 
precautions taken by Albulquerque , and their wife prede- 
ceflors, to render the ifland impregnable, made them lofe 
all their virtue: animofities among themfelves fucceeded, 
and the pride inherent to their nation, with the defire of be¬ 
ing revenged upon one another, finifhed their ruin, by a 
handful of Englifl) failors, upon that once happy fpot. May 
the fame never be the fate of other Europeans , or their de¬ 
fendants, who are now in circumftances of profperity and 
affluence, from valour and induftry. 

Abbas knew too well the importance of Ormus to think 
of preferving it. He knew his own ignorant and indolent 
fubje&s never could fupport the ftate it was in, when it 
came into his hands j and that therefore, it muft in courfe fall 
a prey to any enterprizing European power who fhould at¬ 
tempt to reduce it. He therefore refolved to reduce it to the 
ftate in which it came out of the hands of nature, the moft 
uncomfortable and defpicable that can be conceived. The 
Portuguese , it is true, might have retaken it, had they been 
fupported properly by their governors at Goa ; but all at¬ 
tempts' of that kind proved unfuccefsful; and Sbab Abbas 
was deaf to the moft flattering propofals of the Englijh, for 
making a fettlement there. Though the conqueft of Ormus , 
and the expulfion of the Portuguese , was entirely owing to 
them ; and though a fair treaty had been concluded between 
them and the Perfians , yet after the fervice was performed, 
he moft ingratefully refufed to fulfil the articles ; and, upon 
the whole, the EngUJb were coniiderable lofers by the fuc- 
cefs of their own arms. It is faid, that they did not carry 
oft’ above the value of twenty thoufand pounds, though 
the money and effects, which fell into the hands of the con¬ 
querors, amounted to two millions fterling. But at the fame 
time, it is acknowledged, that they loft confiderable effe&s 
by ftorms and fhipwrecks. The trade of Ormus was, by 
Shah Abbas transferred to Gambron. The Dutch , partly by 
Health, and partly by connivance, carried off the materials 
of the fortifications; and by the lateff accounts we have, 
the whole ifland now appears like a wreck of nature. 
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The conqueft of Ormus , though ftained by ingratitude to Death and 
the Englijb , is reckoned among the moft fhining acquifitions charafier 
made by Shah Abbas ; who did not long furvive it. He had of Shah 
a particular affe&ion for a place called Farrbad , in the pro- Abbas . 
vince of Ma%enderan \ and in going to vifit it, he fell fick ; 
but immediately, before the chief lords of his council, he 
named Sain , his grandfon by Sefi , whom he had murdered, 
his fucceffor. Some of them objected to his nomination, 
on account of a ridiculous prophecy made by a fortune-teller, 
who had foretold that that prince could not reign above eight 
months : but Abbas replied. That, as his father muff: have 
inherited the crown had he been aliye, he was refolved it 
fhould aefcend to the foil, though he fhould reign but three 
days. 

After this nomination, all kind of applications, that were 
in the power of medicine, were made for his* recovery ; but 
to no purpofe. His paffion that his grandfon Sain fhould fuc- 

ceed him, was fo great, that he not only ordered his death to 

be concealed till the fucceffion was fecured to him, but that 
his body fhould be expofed, for fome time, in the fame ftate 
as he ufed in public audiences. We are accordingly told 
that this was done, and that his hand and lips were made to. 
move by means of a filken chord which was fecretly pulled by 
a great officer of ftate ; and, that this farce continued for fix 
Weeks. At the time of his death, he was feventy years of 
age, forty-three of which he had been monarch of Perjia. 

He died in the year 1629. , 

All we can fay of this prince’s character, is, that he had His no- 
both courage and ability fufficient-to deal with the barba- tions of 
rians, whom he either ruled over or fought with ; and, per-: commerce 

haps, his horrid cruelties gave them impreffions, which kept 
them in awe. He had notions of trade, but they were very 
impracticable. He wanted to be the chief merchant of fills: 
in his kingdom, and actually fent an ambaflador with a mer¬ 
chant and a large cargo of filk. into Spain. The ambaflador 
was fo ignorant of what he was about, that he offered the 
whole cargo in a prefent to the king, who treated him with 
great difdain ; and, upon his return to Ifpahan , Abbas or¬ 
dered his belly to be ripped up in the fight of his people. ' 

Abbas fent the like cargo of filk to Venice, where his projed 
was equally unfortunate. For the perfon whom he had 
trufted, inftead of.referving the profit to his mafter, fquan- 
dered it in fo high a manner of living, that the Venetians in¬ 
formed Abbas of his conduCf: for which he returned them his 
thanks, and fent another merchant to receive what was ileft 
of the cargo. Itis faid, that, finding the Perjians had little 
or no ideas of trade* he encouraged the Armenians , and that 
he broke his fubjeCis of the cuftom of vifiting Mahomet\ 
tomb at Mecca , by repairing himfelf in pilgrimage to the 
tomb of Richa , at Tus, which is decorated with a leg of Ma¬ 
homet's camel hanging over it. 

If- 
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If he had any virtues, they confifted in his endeavours to 
keep the riches of his dominions within themfeives ; for' 
which purpofe, he difcouraged the fettlement of all JewijU 
and Indian merchants in Perfta , becaufe of their ufury and 
His great exa&ions. We muft not, however* forget, that he ereded 
public fome very magnificent public works in his dominions ; and 
works. that he feems to have been no perfecutor of the Chrifiians. 

His perfon is faid to have been low and mean, and his coun¬ 
tenance to have been very expreffive of his character. 
Succeeded When Abbas died, the mother of Sain , his fucceffor, was 
by Sain in her haram, bewailing her own misfortunes, and every day 
Sfji. expe&ing that her fon, like her hufband, would fall a facri- 

fice to the tyrant’s jealoufy. Zeynel and Kofrcw , two great 
minifters offtate in the late reign, with the utmoft difficulty 
perfuaded her to give them admittance into her apartments, 
and not even without threats of breaking open the door. 
His cru- When they entered, fhe delivered to them her fon, telling’ 
city. him. That fhe was putting him into the hands of his execu¬ 
tioners. But fhe was foon convinced that they were leading 
him to his coronation, which was performed with all ima¬ 
ginable pomp and regularity, and he took the name of 

Saji. 

Abbas , notwithftanding all the enormous cruelties he was- 
guilty of, was an innocent compared to Sefi. His cruelty 
was infatiable. As if Perfta could not furnifh executioners 
enough, he put to death, with his own hands, moft of his 
relations ; and, foon after his acceffion to the throne, fcarce 
one of the blood of Abbas , but himfelf, was alive. The 
reader, from the following inftarxce, which we fhall give in' 
place of thoufands that may be brought, will, perhaps, con¬ 
ceive fome idea of his chara&er and that of his court. 

Puts his 5 ^ had ,an uncle, called IJ'a , a man of great confequence, 
uncle to and a favourite with Abbas. He was married to a handfome 


death, 
and his 
fons. 


witty lady, who bore him three fons, and was extremely 
agreeable to Sefi on- account of her converfation. This fa¬ 
miliarity produced a fatal cffe6l ; for prefuming upon it, fhe 
touched upon the poffibility of one of her fons fucceeding to 
the empire after the death of Sefi, who was childlefs. The 
monfter diffembled hrs indignation for that time, but next 
day he cut off the heads of the three youths, and was pre- 
fent when they were offered, in the moft opprobrious man¬ 
ner, to the mother, who fell at his feet, kiffed him, and 1 
wifhed him a long and happy reign. The father, Ifa, was 
then fent for; and,when Sefi infultingly fhewed him the heads 
of his fons, inftead of fhowing any refentment, he told 
the tyrant, That, had he known his majefty’s pleafure, he 
would have cut them off with his own hands. This incre¬ 
dible meannefs, however, did not fave his life ; for Sefi , 
thinking he had gone too far in provoking him, ordered his 
head like wife to be taken off. 

The 
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Th zPerftans, barbarous and abje&as this ftory {hews them Confpira- 
to have been, could not bear their monfter of a fhali. The cyagainil 
Turks had befieged Baghdad , and Seji advanced as far as Ha- him, 
jnadan to relieve it. There his nobility confulted amongft 
themfelves about removing fuch a monfter out of the world. 

Their confultation was difcovcred by Zeyncl , an old and difcovered 
faithful fervant of Saji's family, who was prefent, and who and the 
advifed him to put the confpirators to death. Saji replied, cofpira- 
That he highly approved of the advice ; and, to fhew that tors put 
he was determined to follow it, he put Zeynel to death with to death, 
his own hand next day. 

Soon after, his high-fteward, chancellor, and others of his 
great officers of ftate, met with the like fate; fome from him, 
and others from the hands of executioners : and the tyrant, 
feeing one of his flaves turn his head afide from the horrible 
murders that were committing, ordered his eyes to be put 
out ; faying, That, as they were fo tender, they were ufeiefs 
to him. It is remarkable, that Sefi, when he committed all 
thofe barbarities, was only a boy; but fo ingenious was he in 
cruelty, that he commonly ordered the neareft friend of the 
condemned to be his executioner. Not fatisfied with that, he Farther 
obliged Tons to teftify their approbation of their father’s mur- inftances 
der: for, at one time, after he had put fome noblenjen to of excef- 
death, he ordered their fans to behold their dead bodies ; five cru- 
and one of them faying, That the death of a father was no- e lty. 
thing to him, for he had no father but the fhah, he gave the 
unnatural wretch his paternal eftate. He even obliged a foil 
to cut off the ears, nofe, and head of his parent. His tyranny 
alfo enabled him to make Mardid deliver up Kandahar., as has 
been already mentioned, to Auringzib ; and Davids another 
of his great governors, fled into Georgia ; for which reafon, 
he moft brutally revenged himfelf upon their wives and chil¬ 
dren. Kouli Kan , one of his great lords, who was governor 
of the Sherns, and had done the moft important fervices to 
Jbbas the Great , was wantonly beheaded by his order, and 
after him fifteen of his fons, upon a wicked fuggeftion that 
they were begotten by his father Jbbas. 

About the year 1632, Morad IV. the Ottoman emperor, Wars be¬ 
took Tauris and Erivan , and was within fifteen days march tween the 
of If pah an. But Sefi, ordering the ftreams to be cut off that Turks and 
fupply the inland parts of Perjia , they could not advance ; Perjia/u, 
and it is faid that their whole army, confifting of one hun¬ 
dred thoufand men, perifhed for want of water. It is un¬ 
certain in what year this event happened, becaufe it is not 
mentioned by the Turkijh hiftorians. 

Scji being determined to retake Erivan from the Turks , led Obflinate 
an army thither, and befieged it for four months ; but find- refolution 
ing the luccefs did not anfwer his expectations, he came to the of Sep, 
refolution of ftorming the place in perfon. His mother, from whore- 

whom he is faid to have inherited histhirft for blood, endea- takes Eri - 
voured to aifluade him from this rafhnefs; but her advice was v.m. 
^Warded by blows. He drefted himfelf as a foot-bov, with 

a poll-ax 
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a poll-ax in his hand; and, though no breach was made, he 
put himfelf at the head of his troops to ftorm the place. It 
is almoft incredible with what devotion the Perfians confider 
the perfons of their tyrants. Juft as the attack was begin- 
ing, all the chief officers and great lords of his army fell at 
Sefi 's feet, and befought him, with tears, not to expofe him-' 
felf and bis army to inevitable deftru&ion;. but to grant them 
twenty-four, hours to make another attack. Sefi confented 
with difficulty, and they carried the place, though with the 
lofs of fifty thoufand men. 

This was the moft remarkable military action that hap¬ 
pened during the reign of Sefi, who appears to have been en¬ 
dued with abundance of natural courage: for wri are told 
that he defeated fome of his rebel fubje&s, and obliged the 
Turks to raife the fiege of Baghdad. 

Sefi’s cruelties, at laft, prevailed upon fome of the ladies 
of his haram to confpire his death ; and they gave him poifon, 
but he recovered after a ficknefs of two months. They had 
been provoked to this by his having killed feveral of their 
companions with his own hand. Upon his recovery, he dif- 
covered theconfprrators, at the head of whom was his uncle 
Ifa’s wife. He ordered a pit to be dug in the garden of his 
palace ; and next night forty ladies, amongft whom was his 
own mother, were thrown into it and buried alive. 

We have already hinted, that Sefi inherited great part of 
his cruelty from this lady; and fome think, that fhe, and the 
efteemed Adawlet , or prime-minifter, were the chief inftru- 
ments of his cruelty. This minifter and Paketh fupplied the 
queen-mother with four hundred golden ducats a day, being 
about one one hundred and fifty pounds fterling, for her own 
ufe. Being an eunuch, in the compleat fenfe of the word, 
he had free admiffion, at all times, into her bed-room ; and 
it was no fecret that Shah Abbas had left with them inftruc- 
tions to put to death many of the great lords, amongft whom 
was Kouli Kan above-mentioned, the moft magnificent and 
powerful fubje£t in Perfid. The furviving lords, knowing 
their danger, put the minifter to death, and prefented them- 
ielves in a body, with his blood upon their hands, before the 
fhah, who feemed to approve of what they had done ; but, 
in a day or two after, he put them all to death, as they were 
fitting in council. The truth is, Sefi was generally drunk ; 
to which we muft afcribe great part of his cruelty and incon- 
ftancy. He had a great kindnefs for a Sivifs watch-maker; 
but the watch-maker happening to kill a Perftan, who lay 
with his miftrefs, and refufing to return Mahometan , Sefi put 
him into the hands of the relations of the deceafed, who killed 

him in 1637. 

But the efte&s of Sefi’s intemperance appeared moft remark¬ 
ably in the murder of his Georgian queen, the, daughter of Ta- 
muras , whom he killed in a fit of drunken nefs, arid next 
day he called for her. Being told he had ftabbecf her, he im- 
' mediately 
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mediately publifhed an order againft drinking wine; and 
commanded that all the wine in his dominions (hould be 
thrown into canals or otherwife deftroyed. We are told of 
another queen he had, the daughter of a Circajjian lady, to 
whom his own mother had been a Have ; and who had fpirin 
enough to tell him fo, when /lie lent him her daughter, not, 
as file faid, to be his concubine, but his wife. Mention is 
made of another wife, the daughter of an officer, who was 
originally a water-carrier; and who was the firft wife he mar¬ 
ried. 

In other refpefls, he was very delicate in his choice of wo¬ 
men ; and he had three hundred of the handfomeft that Per - 
Jia , or the neighbouring countries, could afford. Hisfubje&s 
of all ranks endeavoured to buy his favour, by prefentinghim 
with beautiful women ; and.fomeof his greateft lords facri- 
liced eveti their daughters and nieces to his luff. But it is 
now time to clofe the life of fuch a monfter. 

Before his death, the Turks retook Baghdad. Either intern- His death* 
perance pr poifon deftroyed him in the year 1642, after reign¬ 
ing above twelve years. When he was upon his death-bed, 
he had fenfe and fobriety enough to bethink himfelf of a fon 
he had of thirteen years of age, whom he had given orders to 
be blinded. The eunuch who was to have been the execu¬ 
tioner, touched with compaffion, had faved the young prince’s 
light ; and, upon hearing Sefi bitterly bewail the incapacity - 
(for blindnefs is fuch in Perfia) of his fon tofucceed him, he 
produced him before the fhah ; who, finding he had his eye- 
fight, was fo well pleafed, that, it is faid, he lived twenty- 
four hours longer than otherwife he could have done. We 
are, however, toobferve, that the order for blinding his fon 
muft have been in the early part of his reign ; becaufe he af¬ 
terwards ordered the eyes of all whom he commanded to be 
blinded, to be dug out of their heads and brought to him in a 
golden dilh. 

Sefi was very bandfome in his perfon and face, which gave 
no indications of his bloody difpofition. He was, at the 
time of his death, about twenty-eight years of age; nor is 
there a good a<Stion recorded of him, but his replacing about 
three hundred Georgians, who had been removed out of their . 
Country by his grand-father. He ufed to excufe his cruelties 
to the Europeans , by telling them they were neceffary for 
keeping fuch a nation of brutes, as he reigned over, in fub- 
jedtion. Before he died, he made all his great men recognize 
the right of his fon to fucceed him. 

He accordingly mounted the throne by the name of Shah Succeeded 
Jhbas Ii. His entry into Ifpahan^ from Kajbcn, where his fa- by Abbas 
ther died, was therrtoft fplendid of any that can well be ima- II. 


gined. He rode, for fix miles, upon carpets and cloths of 
gold and lilver,,which afterwards became the prey of the po¬ 
pulace, they being trod upon only by his own horfe; and 
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the re’oicings made by the Dutch company, upon that oeea~- 
fion, coft them above three thoufand pounds fferling. His en¬ 
trance, however, into Ifpahan , was deferred for three days, 
becaufe an aftrologcr told him that the lucky minute was not 
come. 

About a year after his acceflion, the king of the TJfoek Tar¬ 
tars took refuge in Perfia againft his own Ions, who had de¬ 
throned him. Abbas received him with thegreateft politenefs; 
and magnificence, and gave him fifteen thoufand horfe and 
eight thoufand foot, with a vaft fum of money, tore-inftate 
him. The fame year he recovered Kandahar from the great 
Rebellion mogul. The prince of Jafees, an almoft inacceffible pro¬ 
of the vince in the fouth of Perfia, had rebelled in the late reign, 
prince of and refufed to pay the tribute impofed upon him by Abbasl. 
JaJkes. after he had conquered Onnus. Abbas II. ordered the gover¬ 
nor of Ormus to attack him with twenty thoufand horfe, but 
that governor died in a bog. He was fucceeded in his com¬ 
mand 1 by his brother, whom the prince of JaJkcs defeated ; 
but the fuperftition of the latter directing him to Mecca, to 
Courage return thanks to his prophet, he was furprized, and carried 
and good prifoner to Ormus by the new general. But the princefs of 
fortune of yaficcs, a Woman of more than mafeuline fpirit, hearing of 
the prin- fi er hufband’s misfortune, put herfelf at the head of fix thout- 
cefs of fand horfe; and, by prodigious marches, fhe furprized the 
Jaftes. quarters of the Perfian general by night; killed him with her 

own hand'; and, having cut in pieces the greateft part of his 
army, {he carried off her hufband, with about a dozen la¬ 
dies of the general’s haram. This difgraceful event fo exaf- 
perated Abbas , that he fent a third brother of the two deceafed 
generals, at the head of thirty thoufand horfe, to revenge the 
affront ; hut he was defeated by the prince of Jafi'es. 

Character The character of Abbas has been differently reprefented. It 
ofAbbasU. h certain that he was a friend to the ChrijUans , that he pof- 

feffed fine natural parts, and that he had an inclination to do 
juftice but that often, like his predeceffors, he degenerated 
into cruelty. He had a genius for drawing and the mecha¬ 
nical arts, which made European artifts come into high favour 
at his court. But the virtues he had were ftained or perverted 
by his exceffive intemperance in drinking and in women. He 
ordered feveral of the latter to be burned alive for mere tri¬ 
fles ; and one in particular, who declined his embraces, be¬ 
caufe fhe knew, that, if (he had a child by him, (lie muff 
remain in the haram, inftead of being given, as generally 
happened to the ladies who lyad no children, to fome great 
lord in marriage. 

is death. As other inftances of his brutal cruelty could convey noin- 

ffruCtion to the reader, we (hall now bring him to his d.eath, 
which happened by the violence of venereal difeafes lye had 
contracted ; and which were heightened by his intemperance. 
He performed fome aCls of juftice upon his opprefiive mim- 

ftcis; 
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flers ; but net fufficient to attone for the cruelties he com¬ 
mitted during his drunkennefs. His death happened in the 


thirty-feventh year of his age. 

Abbas II. was fucceeded by 




or Solyman, He is fuc- 


Sefill. 


whofe mother thought that the officers were come to put him Reeded by 
to death, when they knocked at the door of her aparfmenr, 
that they might conduit him to the throne. Soon after his 
acceffion he fell fick : and feveral other calamities, particu¬ 
larly famine, affiiiHng Perfia at the fame time, the fuperfti- 
tious aftrologers contrived that he fhould be inaugurated 
again ; becaufe, it feems^ they had not chofen a lucky mi¬ 
nute for his inauguration. This' fccond inauguration was 
performed with many ridiculous ceremonies, though the ef- 
ifent al part of it Was, the putting a rich cap, adorned with 
feathers, upon-the emperor’s, or fhah’s, head, and the gird¬ 
ing him with a fword. 

In this prince’s reign lived a great man, who, in common Remarka- 
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Kan, 


being of a temped too plain and boifterous for a court, when 
his expeditions were over, he was chained up ; for which he 
was called the fhah’s lion. Having been under one of thofe 
confinements for about five years, he prevailed with his 
keeper to fuffer him to go a hunting, promifing tp return by 
fuch a time. He kept his word but, upon his return, he 
baftinadoed the keeper feverely, for prefuming to fufter a 
prifoner, whom thefhah had committed to his charge, to be 
at liberty. 

This piece of humour procured him his liberty from Sefi ; 
and, to the amazement of the whole court, he came into 
the fhah’s prefence, and told him. That his lion was come 

hands. Being gracioufly received by the fhah, 
the courtiers poured in prefents upon him ; but being desti¬ 
tute of ready-money, he applied to the Armenian merchants, 
who are GhriJUans and the greatefl traders in Perfia-, but they 
refufed to lend him any money. As they were immenfely who Infix- 
rich, he refolved to be revenged upon them ; and he, one gates the 
high-feflival day, conduced the fhah to their capital, where fhah 
be was received by their patriarch, or high-priefb, at the againfl the 
head of their clergy, all of them drefTed in their canonical Cbriftians , 
robes ; habits which were fo ftrange to Sefi, that he afked 

his eondu&or, who their perfons were that wore them. 

“ -i- » —i:-J Kouli * - J ' 
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They are devils. 


afTertion, he raifed fuch a ftorm againft the Armenians , tho* 
he himfelf was originally a Cbrifiian, that they were obliged 
to buy their peace with large prefents to the fhah, and about 
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emperor died. 

We have little more to add to the 
but that Perfia , under him, was ov 
who called themfelves aftrologers, who brought his govern- 


Death and 

charafter 

hiftory of this prince, of Sefi II. 


C 2 


ment 



20 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

ment into the utmoft contempt, arid that he fufFered the Uf- 
beck Tartars to N infult him with impunity ; and granted the 
demand* of the Dutch Eaji-India company, though they had 
taken from him the ifland of Kifmifs , fituated near Ormus. In 
ihort, fuperftition prevailed l'o much in his reign, that even 
armies were headed by aftrologers ; and, through their folly, 
ten thoufand Persons were drowned in an expedition agamft 
the Kttfaks , who were not above one thpufand in number. 

We have a vaft number of particulars, related by travel¬ 
lers, concerning the perfonal behaviour of this Utah ; but all 
of them tend only to let us know, that he. inherited his fa¬ 
mily vices, thofe of drunkennefs and cruelty ; and the par¬ 
ticulars are too {hocking and indecent to be tranfmitted by 
hiftory; being no other than the frolics and barbarities of a 
man mad by drinking. He was, in his perfon, a prodigy of 
ftrength, but very handfome ; and wasdiftinguifhed from the 
common ranks of his fubjedts only by his imperial cap of 
feathers. Towards the end of his reign, he grew excefiively 
avaritious ; and his vaft debauches almoft emaciated him. In 
fhort, he was, like his immediate predeceflors, a reproach to 
human nature; and he died in the year 1694, aged forty-eight, 
of which he reigned twenty-nine. 

He is fuc- Sefi, or Solyman , is faid to have left behind him no fewer 
eeeded by than threescore fons, and was fucceeded by one of them. So- 
Hujfeyn. lyman appointed his eunuchs, and infamous favourites, to be 

the executors of his will ; which was, that they fhould raife 
to the throne either HuJJsyv. , or his elder brother Mirza Ab¬ 
bas, a prince endowed with every royal accomplifhmcnt. 
Huffeyii’s indolence gained him the preferenceand Abbas , 
upon Huffeyiis being railed to the throne, was. confined in 
prifon : but Hufjeyu , from a principle of religion, or, as 
feme fay, from a private contrail between him and Abbas,. 
could not be prevailed upon to deprive him of his fight. 

Huffeyit s grandmother, by the mother’s fide, had been a 
great mftrument of his advancement to the throne ; and had 
brought over the eunuchs, who had then the management of 
the empire, to bis party. HuJJcyu, amongft many other 
weaknefl'es, had that of being fuperftitious to the laft degree. 
This, joined to a puny natural confutation, formed a moft 
defpicable character ; and he was extremely bigotted in the 
formalities of his religion, particularly in an averfion he had 
to wine. It was by no means for the intereft of the eunuchs . 
to have afober fovereign upon the throne. They complained 
of it to the queen-mother as a breach of their covenant with 
her. There was a neceffity for her inducing her fon to get 
drunk ; for the eunuchs, at that time, com poled a tribunal, 
to which all other tribunals in- the kingdom were fubordi- 
naic ; and the fhah himfelf could be confidered in no other 
light than that of being their creature, whom they could fet 
Strtagetn up, or depofe, at will. The queen-mother was perfuaded to 

to make appear Tick, and the phyficians were ordered to prefer i he 
him drink . . * wine 

wine. 
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wine for her reeoyery. Her fon, the fhah, who tenderly 
Joved her, prefented it to her lips ; but fhe refufed to tafte it 
till he had drank fome. He objected the fin he muft commit 
in tailing it ; but file quieted his confcience by telling him. 
That a king of Perjta could not be guilty of fin. He feemed 
to be perfuaded, and drank up the bowl; which he found to 
be fo pleafing, that he made it, ever after, his conftant com- 


ll 
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panion. 

The eunuchs having thus fucceeded, in keeping the fhah His mag- 
almoft perpetually drunk, took care to fupply him with mo- nificence 
ney for gratifying his other favourite paffions ; which lay in in build- 
women, and magnificence in his buildings and equipages, ings and 
which were fo exceflive, that the ordinary revenues of the equipages, 
crown could fcarcely defray the expence. But the eunuchs 
took care to fupply him, by oppreffing the people to fuch a 
degree, that all Pcrfia, for fome time, maybe laid to have 
been expofed to the rapine and injuftice of thofe wretches, 
whajwere put in by the eunuchs to govern the people ; and 
who, having bought their places, were obliged to fell their 
jufticc, and reduce the fubjecls to the melt deplorable fitua- 
tion. It would be both tirefome and uninftru&ive to the 
reader, to give particular inftances of this. It is lufficient to His aban- 
fay, that, at the time we now treat of, all regular govern- doned go- 
mem, all principles of morality, and alrnoft ail focial inter- vermnent. 
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courfe, were loft amongft the Perjians, who were abandoned 
to the feourges of thofe menfteis, and the robbers whom they 
l'uhftituted for their governors. 

As to the fhah himfelf, he gave himfelf up to the mofl un¬ 
manly and ridiculous diverfions, within the walls of his ha-^ 
ram, without giving the leaft attention to government, and 
without once refle&ing that he was afovereign . 

It is alrnoft incredible that any people could bear fuch ty¬ 
ranny from fuch wietches as the eunuchs, however they 
might bear it from their own king; but the Perjians were 
made to he flaves, and the greater the burthens that were 
heaped upon them, the more they thought themfelves obliged 
to crouch under them. 

This happened not to be the cafe with the Afgans , a people Chara&er 
partly fubjedl to the Moguls, their refidence lying in the pro- and hifto- 
vince of Kandahar, in the eaftern part of Herat , and in the ry of the 
mountains dividing the Psrjian, Bukhari an, and Indian domi- Afgans. 
nions. Though we call them Afgans, becaufe that by that 
name they made the moft confiderable figure in the great 
feenes we are to open, yet, as is ufual in thofe countries, 
they were divided into a great number of tribes ; fuch as the 
aliuchi , the Abdoliis , tfy? Kliji, and many others. They had 
been fubjecl to many different princes, according as the 
Arabs and Tartars, the Moguls of India , or the Perjians had 
prevailed ; and, not being perpetually galled by one yoke, 
they conceived ideas of liberty. The Perfian monarchs, 
however cruel and oppreffive to the fubjects of the interior 
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parts of their dominions, found their account in treating the 
Afgans with lenity ; an indulgence which they compenlated 
by a faithful obedience to government. The oppreffions of 
the infamous eunuchs made them feel and reflect that they 
They were men. They complained to the king ; but his mini- 
complain. fters, or eunuchs, Ailed their complaints treafon ; and their 

deputies were difmifled with contempt and negleft ; which 


A gover- 

o 


brought them into a difpcfltion to become independent. 

The eunuchs, who governed every thing at court, to re- 
nor is fent duce them, made one Gurgbim Kan , who was governor of 
them* Georgia and Kir man, governor of Kandahar likcwife. He was 

by birth a Georgian , and had once fought againfl: the Perfians 
for the liberty of his country ; but perceiving that the prin¬ 
cipal men in it were corrupted by the Perfian gold, he turned 
Mahometan , ingratiated hitnfelf with Hujjcyu ; and, being of 
a bold and daring difpofuion, he undertook to keep the Af¬ 
gans in quiet. With this view, he marched, at the head of 
a body of Perfians and Georgians , into the country of the Af¬ 
gans, and gave them up to the mercy of his foldiers, who 
inflicted upon them the moft cruel indignities and oppref¬ 
fions. 

Amongfl the other deputies fent to court by the Afgans , 
was one Mir Wis , the head of a tribe, and otherwise a man 
of great quality, rank, and capacity. He had been privately 
furnifhed with a large fum of money by his conftituents ; 


Hiftory 

and ma¬ 
nagement 
of the fa¬ 
mous Mir and, by obferving the courfe of parties that were formed at 
Wis. court, he put it to an excellent ufe ; for he employed it in 

{Lengthening the party that had been formed againfl: Gnrg- 
him ; and he had imereft enough, \nW\]c Gurgbim was in Kan¬ 
dahar, to get himfelf introduced to Hufjcyu, As his appear¬ 
ance was noble, and his eloquence gracef ul, natural, and pa¬ 
thetic, he prepoflefled the fhah in his favour, and infpired 
him with a jealoufy of Gurgbim, who, by this time, thought 
himfelf fo fecure, that he had difmifled the Perfians who were 
in his army, and only retained the Georgians , as being by fat 
the befl: foldiers, and the moil faithful to his perfon. 

Notwithflanding this advantage, Mir Wis had {till a great 
P°>nt to gain. The Afgans were zealous Mahometans of the 
Sunnis fed! ; and it was a matter of confcience with them', 
how far their law authorized them to tak ‘ ~ 


thei xMahometan prince, tho’ a tvrant 


up arms againfl: 
Mir Wis , well know¬ 


ing that the doctors cf Mecca , who were all Sunnis , mortally 
hated HuJJeyu , who was a Shiite , undertook a journey to 
- Mecca and Medina , to confult the mollas, for fo thofe doc- 

Getstns tors were called, upon this point; and, by painting the go- 


Liabcmdt- 


vernment of Hufeyu in the moil deteftable colours, he ob- 
** doctors tained a full relolution in favour of taking arms againfl his 
ojimsirde. fovereign, who was not only a tyrant but a heretic ; for fo 

they eireemed the , Shiites ; and who, as Mir Wis falfly al- 
ledged, had difturbed the Sunnis in the practice of their devo¬ 


tion. 


Mir 
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■ Mir Wis kept this fefta, or opinion, fecret. Upon his re¬ 
turn to the Perjian court, which he found alarmed by an am- 
bafi’y from the czar, Peter the Greats of Mufcovy, containing 
fome intimations of a claim which the ambafiador had, by- 
birth, upon the crown of Armenia* Though this cKim pro¬ 
ceeded, perhaps, only from the vanity of the ambafiador, 
who was originally an Armenian, yet Mir Wis magnified 
it into a plot between the'ambafiador and Gurghim , topoflefs 
themfelves of the fovereignty of Armenia and Georgia , which His fuc- 
were both of them Chrijhan. This infinuation was fo art- cefs, 
fully propagated, that the prime-minifter, who had been 
gained by Mir Wis , procured Huffeyii s confent that Mir Wis 
fhould be honoured with robes of ftate, and other diftine- 
tions of favour; reftored to his rank amongft his country¬ 
men, of which he had been deprived ; and fent back to Kan¬ 
dahar , to be a check upon Gwghins ambition. 

Upon the return of Mir Wis to Kandahar , Gurghim , who and pro- 
more than fufpebled his commifiion, by way of trying him, found dif- 
demanded in marriage his daughter,- who was a celebrated fimulation 
beauty ; a propofal which, he knew, a bigotted Sunnite ne- 

. ver would agree to, when coming from a Shiite. When this 
demand was made, Mir Wis had occafion for all his difiimu- 
lation to concert the meafures he was refolved upon ; and he 
eafily impofed upon Gurghim, who had never feen his daugh¬ 
ter, by fending a young lady in her place magnificently 
drefled. In (hort, he diflembled fo well, and railed fo loud 
againfi: his refraftory countrymen, that Gurghim, at laft, 
looked upon him as one of his beft friends. ,Gurghim had 
about him, at that time (the year 1709) only a guard of 
about one thoufand Georgians, but all of them picked men ; 
and Mir Wis found means to perfuade Gurghim to fend off 
the greateft part of them to reduce the heads of a tribe whom 
he had fecretly perfnaded to refufe to pay their taxes, and to 
whom he prcfefled himfelf an inveterate enemy. Gurghim , 
at this time, refided in Kandahar ; but Mir Wis and his Af- 
gans were encamped, as ufual, in tents, and happened to be 

then near that city. 

In the mean while, Mir Wis had engaged a large party of 

his countrymen to take arms for the recovery of their liberty 

as he called it, and to approach privately towards Kandahar., 

whence he invited Gurghim to a feaftin his camp. The «n- He mur- 

vitation was accepted of, and Gurghim , buried in fleep and dersGarg-- 

wine, was murdered, v/ith all his Georgian and Perjian at- him. 

tendants ; who, drefllng themfelves in the arms and habits 

of the deceafed, got, that very night, poffefixon of Kanda¬ 
har. 

The behaviour of Mir Wis, on this occafion, was wife 
and moderate. The town, as he had concerted, was full of 

"! s -“fgdns ; yet he offered a licence for all the inhabitants of 
Kandahar- to depart, with their effect', if they were not dif- 

poi'ed to accept of the liberty he had it novy in his power to 

£ f give 
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give them. The inhabitants heard him with fiiouts of ap- 
plaufe, and fwore they would ftand by him with their lives. 

Soon after, the detachments of the Georgians , who, by the 
contrivance of Mir Wis , had been fent to reduce the rebels, 
returned towards Kandahar ; but, though Mir IK is was 
greatly fuperior to them in number, he could make no im- 
/v ' * m, and they fought their way into Perfia, 


His pre¬ 
tended 
enthuft 
afm. 


Zibel. 


Mir Wis 


Mir Wis 


and rejected, with texts taken from the Koran, in his mouth, 
all terms of accommodation offered by the Perfian court ; 
and even went fo far as to imprifon the meftengers who 
brought them. After this, he defeated the khan of Herat , 
who advanced againft him at the head of fifteen thouland 


borfe, though he had 


tu v uian ii vv/ Liiwumi 

y upon vi&ory, the Perfn 
Kojroph, who Was govern' 


4ft 


at la ft, 
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The Per- gia, and nephew to Gurghim , to fupprefs the rebellion. He 
Jians take had an army with him of thirty thoufand Perfians , and one 
^/A 7 , and thoufand two hundred Georgians , and foon made himlelf 
beiiege in after of Zibcl\ and then marching on, he befieged Kanda- 
Kandahar har j while Mir Wis remained in the field, with a handful 

of forces, who continued faithful to him, but weie foon in- 


They are 
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tains. 
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'J he inhabitants of Kandahar offered to furrenderthe place 
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upon terms. 


iph 


inhabitants to defpair, till Mir Wis finding means to cut off 
his proviiions, the latter gave him fo total a defeat, that only 
feven hundred of his army cfcaped, he himfelf remaining 

This happened about the 


amt >ngft the number of the ilain 


n .s. year 17*0; and, though the Perfians maue leverai errons to 

recover Kandahar , yet Mir Wis if ill remained victorious, re¬ 
duced the whole province of Kandahar , and died, in peace ? 

r, . . king of it, in the year 1715. 

r pJrri ^‘ ir ^ s ’ at ^ fi me °f his death, had no fons of fuffici- 

i ? ® nt a S e f° r government j and therefore left his crown to his 

thpr r °-A ® rot ^ er Abdollah. This prince was of a very different difpofi- 
, ,, , tion from Mir Wis ; and. entering into a lipanfiafinn wirh the* 

dollahj 

I • ^ ___ _ ___V* AIIW V 

m 11 rd vince of Kandahar to them, though upon very good condi- 
rouraereo. tions, when he was murdered by Mahmud ', the eldeft fon of 

■Mu If is, then about eighteen years of age, and who was 

H be- l0 ° n a ‘ ter P roc ^ ai . rtie d king of Kandahar. 

fon l, an c the fame time that Kandahar thus difmembered itfelf 

f ^ monarchy , Herat did the fame, by the means 

or Pzadallah. He was the fon of one of the chiefs of the Ah- 
dolus , an Afgan tribe, which had fubmitted to the Perfian go¬ 
vernment j and his father wanting to proftitute him to the? 
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committed parricide. He then put himfelf at the head pf a 
fmaii army ; and every where routing the Pcrfiam, he be¬ 
came, at 1 aft, matter of the whole province of Herat, and 
the capital itfelf, by favour of the inhabitants; who, like 
Ezadallah , were all of them ftaunch Sunnis , and therefore 
detefted the Pcrfians. 

About the fame time, the XJJbeh, and other barbarians, 
broke into Korafan and \ Sbenvin, and defeated'great armies of 
the Perjians . But the chief attention of HuJJeyu and his 
court was turned againft EzadalL-h , who defeated a great ar¬ 
my of them, and killed their general, a youth' of eighteen 
years of age, with his father, an old judge, who ferved as his 
lieutenant over eight thoufand Perjians ,• with the lofs of 
three thoufand of the Abdollis. _ 

The government of HuJJeyu becoming now contemptible, Other re- 
the Arabs of Majkat made themfelves matters of Bar ay an, bellions. 
and then went to take Gomron , to which city Abbas the Great 
had transferred the commerce of Ormus . Fatey , HuJJevu’s firft 
minifter, ottered his fervice to fupprefs them ; but 'HuJJeyu , 
fearing to put him at the head of an army, gave the com¬ 
mand of it to Lift, Fatey s brother-in-law. This general 
endeavoured to engage the Portuguefe in his matter’s fervice; 
but cither the poverty or avarice of his court, or both, difa- 
bled him from paying them, and he was forced to remain 
upon thedefenfive. 

Mahmud , on the other hand, raifed an army to invade Ker- Mahmud 
man ; and, after undergoing vaft difficulties, he made him- takes Ker- 
felf matter of the capital which bears the fame name; and man , but 
laid heavy contributions upon the inhabitants. Luft, or, as lofes it 
he is called, Luft Aii, who remained ftill at the head of an again, 
army, flew to their relief and recovered the capital; but put 
the inhabitants under more fevers contributions than th zAf- 

gans had done. 

" This fuccefs emboldened the Perfian court fo much, that 
a very great .army was raifed to reduce Kandahar. Nothing 
could have prevented this but the envy of the Kerman lords, 
and others, who had fuffered by him in their eftates, and 
who brought the (ball’s almoner and his phyfician into their 
party. They had great influence with the fliah ; and he was HuJJeyu Is 
prevailed upon to give orders for putting Luft Alt and Fatey betrayed 
under an arreft, and the latter to the torture; which was ac- by his fa- 
rordingly don :. Bur, fuch was his ttupidity, and fuch the vourites. 
diflentions that prevailed amongft their enemies, that even 
llufcyit, at latt, was convinced of their innocence ; and, 
though he had barbaroufly ordered Fatey s eyes to be put 
out, he fpared his life; and, had it been in his power, he 
would have reftored both him and Lift All to his favour. 

After this, the Leiji invaded Sherwan\ and Fufanger , the 
Georgian general, would have defended it, had not HuJJeyu 
been prevailed upon to make a peace; upon which Viijian~ 
ger retired in great difguft, fwearing that he never would 

again 


I 
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again draw his fword in the fervice of the ftiah. The Leiji, 
•who had concluded peace only through fear of that general, 
hearing of his refentment, recommenced their hoftilities; 
and, after giving the Perfians repeated defeats, they made 
themfelves mafters of all the province of iberwan , and de¬ 
feated a body of forty thoufand Perfians. 

In the mean while, the Afgans , who had been intimidated 
into a fubmiflion by Lift Alt , hearing of his difgrace, and 
that of his brother-in-la'w the fir ft minifter, with the other 
diftra&ions of Perfia , recovered their fpirits; as Mahmud y 
whofe glory had been eclipfed, did his credit. He raifed an 
army cf fifteen thoufand men, and he was joined by all the 
tribes related to the Afgans. The miferable ftate the Perftan 
empire was then in, gave him hopes of fuccefs in his enter- 
prize, which was no lefs than to attempt the conqueft of all 
Perfa and the dethronement pf Hufjeyu. It is uncertain what 
the number of the Afgans were with which hefet out; but it 
is certain they could not he lefs than five thoufand difci- 
plined men. He marched to Kerman , after paffing through 
prodigious deferts, and reached it i n January in'll* but he 
found himfelf unable either to take the fortrefs of that city or 
that of Tat-zd; and, after the lefs of four thoufand men, he 
pointed his march to the capital, Jfpahan , which was but 
ill provided to refift him. 

HuJJeyu and his court had flattered themfelves that it would 
he impoffible for Mahmud to furmount fuch a march as he 
l did before he could reach Jfpahan-, but, when they law him 
at the gates of their capital, they fent Mohammed , who was 
then firft minifter, to offer him money, if he would defift 
from his enterprize. This unadvifed ftep convinced A<lah- 
mud of the extreme weaknels of the Perftan court; he re¬ 
jected the offer, and advanced to Gulnabad , in Englijh , The 
Conferve of Rofes* a town filuated within nine miles of Ifpa^ 

han. While he lay there, after many debates in the court of 
Perfa , it wasrefolved to give him battle. 

Never was there feen fuch a difpatiry in the looks of two 
armies. The Afgans , through the incredible length of their 
march, appeared emaciated, and were deftitiite of deaths; 
even their officers had fcarcc a rag to cover them; and with¬ 
out all kind of artillery but a few final! arms ; while the Per- 
fan army appeared in all the pomp and luxury of their an- 
ceftcrs, under a Xerxes or a Darius. The battle joined; 
and, at firft, went fo bard again ft the Afgans , that Mahmud 
, had prepared fome of his diomedaries to carry him out of 
the field ; wften, by the courage and good condud of Nafer, 

■ one of his generals, the fortune of the day changed in favour 
of the 'Afgans. They y/ere ajfified by the treachery of an 


Arabian general, who, after plundering Mahmud's camp. 



ha;.e been no more than two thoula..d on each fide; but the 

defertion 
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defertion amongft the Perfian troops amounted to thirteen 

thoufand- 

It appears from the beft authorities, which notwithftand- Hefleyuhe- 
ing the latenefs of the tranfa&ion, are precarious and con- trayed by 
tradiciory to one another ; that Makmet , the Arabian prince his gene- 
or vvali, who had plundered the Afgan camp, was in faCt ral, 
Huffeyn’s general on this occafion ; and, affifted by the natu¬ 
ral cunning of his country, had found means notwithftand- 
ing all that had pafled, to preferve his confidence. Ifpaban 
was unguarded, being little more than an open city, deft- 
itute of fortifications that were tenable, ammunition or pro- 
viiions. Never did prince take more pains to ruin himfelf, 
than Hufjeyu did upon this occafion. Mahmud , who had 
little experience in war, made no ufe of his vi&ory ; and 
had not fo much as carried off the artillery, which the 
Per fans had abandoned in the late engagement. His inac¬ 
tivity gave time for the Perjian generals to repair the old 
fortifications of Ifpaban, to add new ones, and to fill that 
city with large bodies of troops, and the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring country. HeJJeyus prime minifter, was for 
'having him retire to Kafoin, which was fortified, and there 
to make a Hand. But the Arab general, who on this occa¬ 
fion was made governor of Ifpaban, reprefenting the difgrace who ad- 
that muft attend fuch a ftep, and the contemptible number, vifes him 
and the pitiful condition of.the rebels, it was refolved to to defend 
defend Ifpaban. ' Ifpaban. 

Mabmud teems by nature to have been no great genius, nei- Diftrefies 
ther in war nor politics, but experience gave him great abi- of Mab- 
lities in both; and he had in his fervice great generals and mud. 
wife minifters. He had heard, that Hufjeyu had invited the 
prince of Georgia, whom he moft dreaded, to come to his 
afiiftance. He underftood that troops were marching againft 
him from all parts of Perfia • and that the very garrifon of 
Ifpaban was more than fufficient to deftroy his army. But 
he was reafllired, by the intelligence he had of the divifions 
that prevailed in the Perfian court; and more than probably 
by fecret correfpondences he held there. Recovering his 
fpirits and refolution to the aftonifhment of the Perfians, 
he marched towards Sherifian , riot far to the eaft of Ifpaban , He takes 
and took pofieffion of the magnificent pa’lce of Ferebad, Ferebad\ 
which the cowardly Perfians deferted ; and lift in the hands and Julfa. 
of the Afgans all the cannon and artillery trait was to have 
defended it. He then laid fiege to Julfa, a ciy inhabited by 
Armenian merchants, who for the benefit ofl ommerce, had 
been fettled there by Abbas the Great. The J| erchants, fome 
of whom were very rich, made for fome tinff a vigorous de¬ 
fence, in hopes of being relieved from Ifpaban ; but deceiv¬ 
ed, 1 in their expectation, and a breach being made in 
their walls, they were obliged to compound matters with 
Mahmud, and to ranfom the plunder of their city, by paying 
him about one hundred and feventy five thoufand pounds, 

and 
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and fifty virgins, who were to be facrificed to the luff of the 
conquerors. But money,had more charms for the Afgans, 
than beauty, and all of them but a few, who were content¬ 
ed with their new lovers, were fuffered to be ranfomed j nay 
fome of them without ranfom, were fent back to their 
parents. The contribution impofed upon their city was fe- 
verely and rigoroufly exacted, not without circumltances of 
injuftice and cruelty by the conqueror. 

As Julfa was one of the fuburbs of I [pah an , Mahmud pre- 

which is faid then to have 


lieges If- pared to befiege that city, 


paban. 


Treaty 


been of vaft extent, and containing in the whole about feven 
hundred thoufand inhabitants. The avenues to it, and the 
neighbourhood of it, are reprefen ted as moft enchanting 
fpots, and it was acceflible only by bridges. The treachery 
of the Arab general began at this time to be fufpeCted by 
Huffeyu himfelf; and Ahmed Aga , a white eunuch, had been 
made governor of lfpahan. Before Mahmud begun thefiege, 
a treaty was fet on foot between him and Huffeyu , who to 


broken 
off. . 


between fpare the effufion of blood, offered to confirm to him the 
him and fovereignty of Kandahar^ together with the province of Haf- 
Hujfeyu faray\ and to make him a prefent of a great fum in ready 

money befides. Mahmud could have no objection to this 
propofal, but being refolved to be treated with on the foot¬ 
ing of a king, and a fovereign prince, he demanded Huffeyu s 
daughter in marriage, to prevent all future objections to 
his blood, or that of his defeendants. This demand be¬ 
ing imprudently refufed by the proud fliah, hoftilities went 
on; and Mahmud attacked the bridge of Sberax, one of the 
principal leading to lfpahan. Ahmed was a brave man and a 
good foldier, and being ferved by an European engineer, he 
Mahmud gave the Afgan fo fevere a repulfe, that, had it not been for 
isdefeaced the private intelligence he had with the Arab general, he 

would have abandoned thefiege. But being encouraged by 
the infidelity of the Arab , he turned the fiege into a blockade, 
and endeavoured to cut off all provifions from the city, by 
ravaging the neigbouring plains, which are wonderfully cx- 
tenfive, populous, and fertile. He could not have fucceeded 
even in this, had it not been for the diffentions of the Perfian 
lords, who were marching to the relief of lfpahan , and who 
but cuts refufed to ferve under Ali Merdan , the prince iVaii, or LorcJ- 
oira grand tan. Thofe diffentions gave an opportunity for Aman , the 
convoy of bravefl: of Mahmud’s generals, to attack and defeat them fc- 
prcvilions. parately, and to cut of a grand convoy of provifions, which 


lfpahan 

inverted. 


were.marching to lfpahan. 

But the want of difeipline in the garrifon, contribu f ed 
flill more effectually to the ruin of Huffeyu. The G cot gums 
were the flower of his troops, and were entruffed with the 
important pafs of the bridge of Abbas Abad. But receiving a 
fupply of brandy, they intoxicated themfelves fo, that they 
were cut in pieces without refiftance, and the pafs was 

feized by the dfgans } who thereupon coinpleatly invefted the 

city. 
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city. This inveftiture prQves either the raihnefs, and igno¬ 
rance of Mahmud in military affairs, or the vaft dependance 
he had upon the traytors about Hujjeyu ’s perfon. The braveft 
and molt fenfible of the Perfian generals reprefented to the 
ftah bow eafy it would be, with one brifk fally, to cut in 
pieces the handful of miferable mountaineers, who kept fo 
great an army cooped up, or at leaft to befiege the befiegers. 

But this propofal, by the influence of the Arab, who pretend- Hujfeyu 
cd that every day would bring frefh fuccours, was reje&ed again be- 
by Hujjeyu ; and, at the worft, that prince ftill flattered him- trayed. 
felf with the poffibility of accommodating matters with his 

enemy. 

Mean while, Aman the Afgan , general, who continued Cruelty 
with a flying army to fcour the plains of Ifpahan , had been of the 
guilty of the moft {hocking cruelties and breaches of faith, Afgans , 
towards the miferable peafants of Perfa. Having furprized 
a large body of them who delivered up their arms, on pro- 
mife of their receiving quarter, he put all of them to death 
in cold blood, excepting thofe who could pay a ranfom for 
their lives. The inhabitants of Little Ifpahan, and the neigh¬ 
bouring country, looked upon this as a common caufe; and 
perceiving that the fatigues of the march had greatly dif- 
ordered the Afgans, affembled in a body, and entirely routed is reveng- 
them. On this occafion the baggage and plunder of the^vm ed. 
fell into the hands of thofe peafants; which exafperated Mah¬ 
mud himfelf, who thought the honour of his arms fo much 
concerned, that he purfued them with a body of horfe, but 
the peafants facing about entirely defeated him; and, amongft 
a great number of other prifoners, they took Mahmud's 
uncle, and younger brother, with his two coqfins. Mahmud 
was extremely mortified, at feeing his arms fuffer fuch 
checks; and as he loved his relations, he even {looped to 
apply to Hufjeyu , for his intercefiion in their favour. This 
was readily granted, but before the meffenger was able to 
reach Little Ifpahan, the vindidlive peafants had impaled their 
prifoners, and he faw their bodies upon the ftakes ; and at 
the fame time was informed, that they had been put to death 
by way of reprifajs. This being related to Mahmud, he 
ordered all his Perf.an prifoners to be put to the fvvord with¬ 
out diftindtion. 

This feafonable a& of valour by an undifeiplined body, Tjuffiyu is 
filled Mahmud with fuch apprehenfions, that he was about beFrayed. 
to have railed the fiege, and had actually made difpolitioos 
for that purpofe. It was in vain for the Armenians , and the 
braveft of the Per fan officers, to remonftrate to Hufjeyu, how 
very eafy it would be to cut off his retreat. Hujjeyu con¬ 
tinued to be lulled by the treacherous arts of the Arab , who 
had entirely regained his afcendancy over him, and filled 
him with fufpicions of the fidelity of the Armenians. The 
Arab therefore procraftinated matters fo much, on pretence 

that the neceffary l'uccours were not arrived, and that 'the 

Armen i ans 
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His gene- Armemiam were not to be trufted, that the Jfhah’s troops re- 
rals de- turned inglorioufly into Ifpahan , without attempting any 
ieated. thing againft the enemy. To compleat the misfortunes of 

Hnjjeyu , the khan of Koldlan\ who was advancing to his 
afiiftance with ten thoufand men, was defeated ; and the 
other princes, either themfelves prompted by motives of am¬ 
bition, or corrupted by Mahmud , or both, refufed to aft 
under the generals he had appointed. Mahmud's intelligence, 
was fo good, that he refumed his fpirits, and recommenced 


He puts 


the fiege of Ifpahan. 

Notwithflanding all the arts of the Arab , the voice of the 


his fon in people at laft convinced Hujfcyu , that he had been betrayed ; 
his own but the Arab Hill artfully perfuaded him, that all the mifear- 
place, riages of his government were owing to his not having a ge- 

peral of authority enough to make the Ptrfians obey him. 
HuJJeyu , upon this, fent for his eldeft fon, Abbas , and, as fome 
fay, refigned the government into his hands; but, perhaps, 
it is more proper to fay, that he put him at the head of the 
adminiftration. The young prince inftantly ordered the 


but im- 

prifons 

him. 


Arab , the chief phyfician, and their known accomplices, for 
execution : but they perfuaded the father to fhut him againr 
up in the prifon from which he had been taken. It thereby 
appears that the father did not, at leaft, refign the crown to 
him. 

A fhort trial was made of Seji, the next fon in order of 
birth ; but, being found deftitute of capacity, he too was re¬ 
manded to his prifon : and the third fon was fet afideon ac¬ 
count of his religious turn: fo that, in the end of May, lyTi, 
Thamas , the fourth fon, was declared the preemptive heir of 
the crown ; and, breaking through a poft which was com¬ 
manded by AJhauf, fon to Abdollah , Mahmud’s murdered 
brother, hereached Kofbin. There he met with cruel difap- 
Ile is be- pointments. All the governors, princes, and great lords, 

fieged by 
his fub- 

jefts/ 


Famine 

rages in 
Lpahan. 


upon the frontiers, though fubjefts to Huffeyu , and at the 
head of armies, fhewed a great coldnefs in his fervice, and 
Thomas was utterly incapacitated to advance to his father’s 
relief. This backvyardnefs was occafioned by the fccret hopes 
moft of thofe great men had of each erecting an independent 
fovereignty out of the ruins of his country. 

The abfence of Thamas ferved the treacherous views of the 
Arab , becaufe it was a pretext for his not attacking the pods 
of the Afgans until the prince came up with his army, fo as 
to put them between two fires, and utterly to deftroy them. 
The people, however, having lenfe enough to perceive that 
the troops in the city were more than fu Ancient for deploying 
their enemies, infilled loudly upon their being attacked. 
They were the more clamorous on account of the famine 
that began to prevail amongii them ; and the Arab was 
obliged to give way fo far to them, as to march out feveral 
times; but he always returned without fighting ; and ge¬ 
nerally 
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ivertlly pleaded in his excufe, that the aftrologers told him, 
the lucky hour was not yet come. 

Thofe pretexts, equally ftale and ridiculous, at laft exaf- Mutiny of 
perated the people into a kind of mutiny ; and they befet the peo- 
llujjeyus palace, demanding that he, in perfon, fhould lead pie. 
them on to a£Hon. Pie endeavoured to put them off till next 
day; but they perfifting in an immediate compliance to 
their demand, they were fired upon by an army of eunuchs, 
who were always maintained within the palace walls. Upon 
this, the brave Ahmed , then the governor of the city, ftep- 
ped in to his fovereign’s relief j attacked the Afgans , forced 
their chief poft, and would have entirely defeated them, 
had it not been for the infamous conduct of the Arab , who 
drew off his men juft as vi<Sfot;y was about to declare itfelf 
for the Perfans. Ahmed , feeing the Arab’s treachery, or- Ahmed 
dered his Perfans to fire upon his troops ; and, both Pluf- defeated, 
jeyu s bodies being thereby thrown into confufion, the Afgans . 
rallied, recovered their poft, and forced their enemies tore¬ 
treat ioTfpahan. 

Upon their return, the Arab had the art to prevail upon 
Hujjcyu to difgrace and difpoft Ahmed ; but the loyal eunuch 
died a few days after, as is fuppofed, of grief, or by poifon. 

Nothing now remained before Hufjeyu ’s eyes but the pro- as is the 
fpeft of inevitable ruin. It was compleated by Mahmud's governor 
being able to buy off the governor of Sejefian , who was ad- of Sejefan 
vancing to the relief of lipahan with ten thoufand troops. 

The price was certain very rich prefents, and the government 
of Korafan. This fuecefs, together with the indolence of the 
prince, or fultan, Thamas , from whom very great things 
were expe£ted ; and, above all, the famine which now 
raged in Ifpahan , rendered Mahmud fecure of his prey. The 
unhappy Hufjeyu , unable to refift longer the cries of his peo¬ 
ple and the fignt of their miferies, offered the command, of 
his armies to Lift , who had before acted at their head with 
fo much fuccefs ; but he had too great knowledge both of 
the wealcrtefs of the troops, and the treachery of the court, to 
accept it. As his laft refource, he renewed his negotiation 
with Mahmud ; offered him his daughter in marriage ; the . 
provinces of Korafan , Kirvaan and Kandahar , in fovereign- 
ty ; mui one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds befides ; if 
he would draw off his army: but the Afgan haughtily an- Haughti- 
fwered, that he had already in his own power all that Huf- ne f s of 
fey< v offered and thus the negotiation broke off. Mahmud . 

The reduction of the whole province of Korafan, under Mifery of 
MeluK late governor of &yV//rra, left Hufjeyu nothing to hope diujfeyu. 
for, but his being received by the conqueror upon his abfo- 
lute fubmiffion. Famine drove numbers of Perfam out of the 
city, where their throats were cut by the Afgans , who gave 
them no quarter. All the treafures of Hufjeyu , both in plate 
and ready-money, with all the fums he had been able to bor¬ 
row from the Engl if) and Dutch merchants, were now en¬ 
tirely 
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tirely exhaufted ; and, at laft, about the end of September , 
he offered entirely to fubmit to Mahmud's power, 
who con- It was the twenty-firft of October following before the 
eludes a inhuman Afgan terminated the negotiation. ,Ris reafon for 
capitula- this delay \vas, that famine might thin the city of its inha- 
tion with bitants, fo as that he might have nothing to fear from them; 
Mahmud, for, when they had confumed all other, even the,moft loath- 

fome, animals, they were reduced to live upon one another, 
till the living were not fufficient to bury the dead; and a 
peftilence mull have enfued from the number of'dead bodies, 
had it not been from the remarkable falubrity of the air'and 
foil of Ifbaban. 

At lair, the capitulation, by which HuJJeyu was to dethrone 
himfelf, and become a voluntary captive to the conqueror, 
was figned. All that Mahmud deigned to grant, was, that 
no violence Ihould be offered to the perfons of the'king’s no¬ 
bility,' or the furviving inhabitants of Ifpahan. HuJJeyu took 
a moil mournful and melancholy leave of his fubjedts, im¬ 
puting his and their misfortunes to bad councils. On the 
twenty-third of October , he marched, with his principal at¬ 
tendants, conlifting of about three hundred, towards the Af¬ 
gan.csxtvp ; and was obliged to wait for fome time, becaufe 
Pride of his conqueror, as was pretended, was afleep. Being intro- 
the latter, duced, he found Mahmud in the great hall of his own beloved 
Interview palace of Farabad , feated on a cufhion of gold. HuJJeyu gave 
between him the firft falute, which was returned by Mahmud. Huf- 
them. feyu , at laft, was conduced to a feat, from whence he made 

a fhort fpeech, in which he faid he chearfully refigned the 
empire to Mahmud , and wifhed him profperity. He then 
took out of his own turban the royal plume of feathers, 
which, in Perjia , is the badge of fovereignty, and offered it 
to Mahmud's firft minifter. But this did not anfwer either 


the pride or the purpofe of the Afgan. He continued in his 
feat, but refufed to accept the plume from his minifter ; fo 
that HuJJeyu himfelf was obliged to arife and to fix it in his 
turban with his own hand, pronouncing thele words, ‘ Reign 
* in peace.” 

This ceremony, fo mortifying to HuJJeyu , performed in 
light of all the officers and great men in both armies, was, 
by them, underftood to convey to Mahmud an undoubted 
right to the fovereignty of Perjia. When it was over, a re- 
paft of coffee and tea was ferved in ; and Mahmud , relaxing 
of his ufual feverity, promifed to confider HuJJeyu as his fa¬ 
ther, and to follow, his advice in all he undertook. The re- 
paft being over, a detachment of four thoufand ffgans took 
poffeffion of the city and palace; and, on the twcntyTeventh 
of October, he made a moft triumphant entry into Jfpaharii 
at the head of his army, attended by all the great officers of 
ftate, civil and military, Perjtan as well as Afgan . The un¬ 
happy HuJJeyu rode upon his left-hand till he entered the 
fuburbs, and was then conducted, by a private way» to the 

palace. 
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palace. Mahmud not thinking it proper to lead him in 
triumph through a city where he had been fo lately fove- 
reign. This confideration* however, did not prevent Mah¬ 
mud, when he was feated on his throne, in view of all the 
grandees and people, from obliging HuJJeyu to come into the 
aflembly, and to be the firft who faluted him king of Perfia, 

After this, the whole aflembly took oaths of allegiance to his 

government. 

It is here we mull clofe the reign of HuJJeyu , which had End of 
jailed twenty-eightyears $ and he may, in fail, be confidered HuJJeyu'z 
as the laft fovereign of the race of SeJ, who reigned inde- re ig n * 
penaently in Perfia \ for, though his fon Thomas afterwards 
mounted that throne, yet he held his power from a fubjedl. 

That dinally had lafted about two hundred and twenty-three 
years in Perfta ; and fuch an uninterrupted fucceffion of hu¬ 
man monfters is not, perhaps, to be parallelled in the hiftory 
of any nation under the fun. HuJJeyu is faid, indeed, to have His cha* 
been naturally a good-natured prince, even to a weaknefs j rafter, 
but his indolence and propenfity to pleafure, were as fatal to 
his people as the cruelty of his predeceflors had been ; and 
his ruin was owing entirely to his own credulity, and obfli- 
nate confidence, in a traitor. It is faid, he never put on the 
red drefs, which the fhahs of his dinafty always wore when 
they pronounced fentences of death. 

Though Mahmud may be confidered as a rebel, and a ti Mahmud 
ufurper, yet the Perjans , after he was eflablilhed upon that mounts 
throne, found much more eafe under his government, than the throne, 
they had done under die execrable creatures of his good-na-. 
tured predeceffor. Juflice was impartially adminiftered ; the 
privileges of the Europeans were confirmed ; and, what is 
more remarkable, the three great traitors, the Arab general, 
the chief phyfician, and the chief eunuch, in the late reign, 
had their eftates confifcated, and their perfons fentcnced to 
perpetual imprifonment, in this, for infidelity to their mailer. 

It is faid they would have been put to death, as all other trai- His mo¬ 
tors, and inllruments of their iniquity, were, had it not been deration, 
that Mahmud , who valued himfelf upon keeping an oath, 
had fworn that he would not take their lives. From the fame 
principle of jullice, or rather policy, Mahmud treated with 
the hjgheft honours and diftindlions the firft minifter, Luft 
AIJ and all thofe who had been faithful to HuJJeyu. He like— 
wife fliewed great marks of regard for that unfortunate 
prince, and took his daughter in marriage; upon which, 

HuJJeyu publilhed a manifello, directed to all his fubjedts, re¬ 
commending to them Mahmud's right to the crown. 

Thomas was then at Kajbin, where he had afiumed the title thamas 
of fhah ; and Mahmud , having levied confiderable taxes up- afiumes 
on his new fubjecls, lent the monies, which amounted to the title 
three hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, to raifenew troops of ihah. 
in Kandahar . Rut the money was feized by the governor of 
Bendor in Sejejtan-, In .the mean while, Ahman , who was the 

Vol. VIIi. D right 
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right hand of Mahmud , attacked Kafbin, and took it in De¬ 
cember ’ t but his cruelty forced the inhabitants into an infun* 
region, and they drove him out of their city, Mman himfelf 
receiving a wound in the fhoulder. 

Thofe difgraces and Ioffes made Mahmud throw off the 
mafk, and return to his natural cruelty ; but, according to 
the beft accounts, it might have been the effects of frenzy. 


which fometimes feized him. 


Perfu 


blemen in his fervice to be murdered at a banquet he had 


prepared for them ; 


Perfu 


Georgian nobility to be butchered, as he did three thoufand 
of Httjjeyu ’s troops he had taken into pay, and all who had 
received penlions or falaries out of the royal exchequer, and 


butchery continued for fifteen days. 


Ifpaba, 


His indo- After thofe execrable cruelties, which he faid he commit- 
lenc'e. ted to prevent any infurre£tions in that capital during his ab¬ 
sence, he fet out for Tauris , where fultan Thamas was lead¬ 
ing a life of indolence and pleafure j and entered that pro¬ 
vince at the head of ten thoufand men. whodefeated thear- 


Mahmud. 


pahan 


- D -- j - - 

DeJJ , and returned to If- 


His nego- Thamas , notwithftanding his father’s misfortunes, was ftill 


muon 


Perfu 


of the Turks 


with the but they were fituated fo that they were extremely convene 
yank and ent for two great prince 
Mufcovites the Great of Mufcovy ; b 

'erfa 


on the north, the other on the foufh. The 

Daghajlan , Derbend , and 


Khilan j as the Turks aid of Georgia. 

Thamas had nothing to oppofeto thofe mighty powers but 
the confideration of what was due to royal blood and of the 
diftreffes he fuffered j and he fent ambaffadors with thofe re- 
prefentations to the 


courts of Conflantinopli 


Rujfti 


\ 


.There was, at that time, no good underftanding between 
thofe two powers. The Turks pretended it was a fin for 
.them to afiift a Shiite ,. and that it was an affront to the Mt 7- 
hometan religion for Thamas to apply for relief to a Chrijlian 
prince; fo that Thamas met with no help at Conjiantinople . 

• The czar, more politic, gave his ambaffadors a favourable 
reception, and promifed to reftore him to the crown of his 
anceflors, upon his yielding up to Mufcovy all his right in 
the provinces of Ghilan , Adazanderan , and Ajirabad, together 
with the towns of Darbcnd and Raku. 

When this treaty was publifhed, it gave Mahmud vaft un- 

i ’ ^^was increafed by the behaviour of Aman 01 - 

Jab, who now began to claim the reward of his fervices, 
which was no other than an equal partition of all the con¬ 
quers he had made. Mahmud durft not abfolutejy refufe 

him. 
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him, but found means, by reprefenting to him the unfettled 
ftate of affairs, to quiet him with promifes, leaft he fhould 
have joined Thamas. Mahmud , after this, had leifure to 
extend his conquefts ; but we are told of a very extraordi¬ 
nary adventure which befel him in March, 1724, as he re¬ 
turned to Ifpahan. ' 

A Georgian lady, who had loft her hufband fighting againft Remarlc- 
Mahmud, became fo defperate that file vowed to revenge his able ex¬ 
death upon th e.Afgans j and, for that purpofe, fhe left two ploit of a 
children fhe had to the care of her brother, and difguifed lady, 
herfelf in man’s apparel. Upon Mahmud' s entering a city, 
when he was upon his journey to Ifpahan, fhe attacked his 
guard of Afgam, and killed twenty of them before fhe could 
be taken or difarmed; which, at laft, file was, and brought 
prifoner before Mahmud, who appeared greatly furprized at 
her refolution, ordered her wounds to be drefled, and that 
fhe herfelf fhould be taken care of; but we know not the fe- 
quel of her hiftory. 

In the mean while, Zeberdejl, one of Mahmud's favourite Shirax 
generals, took the city of Shiras by ftorm, and attempted to taken by 
take Gombroon , but was repulfed by the refolution of a few ftorm, 
Englijh and Dutch who had fa&ories there : fo pitiful are all 
the boafted exploits of eaftern conquerors. After this, Mah¬ 
mud, at the head of his Afgans, marched to Kokhilan, which 
lies on the road to BaJJora, about ten days journey from If¬ 
pahan. This expedition proved quite unfuccefsful ; the 
Arabs harraffed his army fo. much that he was obliged to com¬ 
pound with them for its fafety: and, returning with difgrace 
to Ifpahan, he was forced to beftow about one hundred and 
twenty-five thoufand pounds as an indemnification to his fol- - 
diers for the lofl'es they had fuftained by the Arabs. 

Being thus baffled by fo mean an enemy, it reduced Mah - 
mud l o low in the eyes of the public, that, had Thamas be¬ 
haved with common fenfe, he might have mounted his fa¬ 
ther’s throne. Inftead of that, he opprefled the Armenians, Thamas 
deprived them of their liberties, and fuffered the Turks to opprefles 
become mailers of Georgia. After that, they befieged Erivan, the Arme- 
the capital of Armenia , and took it after a great refiftance. mans. 

The bafiiaw of Von, however, was repulfed at Tauris by the 
inhabitants, and obliged to retire to Kboy. - To be revenged He is op- 
of this difgrace, the bafliaws of Baghdad and Bafra, which pofed by- 
two cities were then in the hands of the Turks, laid fiege to the Turks. 
Hama dan, and took it. This conqueft was attended by a 
kind of manifefto, publiftied by the Turkijh refidents, or com- 
miffaries, at the court of Riiffia, declaring the treaty that had 
been concluded between Thamas and the czar to be void, on 
account of the precarious circumftances that Thamas was iri, 
which did not admit of his making any fuch ceffions, and be- 
caufe the Sublime Port could not fuffer a foreign power to ob¬ 
tain footing in Perfia. In ftiort, they required the czar to give 
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up all that had been yielded to him by Thomas , and all his 


His domi- 


Upo 


Cafp 


Rife of 
AJhraf. 


Turks and the Mufc 


titioned. efpecially as the former were fo averfe to all treaties with a 

Chrijiian prince in prejudice of the Mahometans . The grand- 
vizir, however, and the czar’s minifters, managed io art¬ 
fully, that they concluded a treaty ; by which a kind of a 
partition of territory was to be made between the emperor 
of the Turks and the czar of Mufcovy ; a certain portion be¬ 
ing to be left for Thomas j if he (hould think proper to accept 
of it ; and they were to concur in fetting him on the-throne 
of Perfia. 

This treaty was figned on the eighth of July , 1725, and 
was equally refen ted by Thamas as by Mahmud. The latter 
recruited his armies, and befieged Tezd ; but he was obliged 
to raife the fiege with difgrace and lofs. In Ihort, though 


Mahmud had mounted th 


Hu 


nimity and mifmanagement had loft, yet Tbainas , both by 
Perjians and foreign powers, was regarded as thefhah of Per - 
jia. Mahmud's power lay entirely amongft his countrymen 
the Afgans, and he kept a {landing army of them in pay. He 
could not, however, depend upon them; and, at laft, he 
grew contemptible in their fight. His perfon was defpicable, 
and the plain manners of the Afgans had been effaced in 
him by effeminacy. His arms were no longer vi&orious, and 


w i - -- ^ ^— — 

mans did Alexander, That he was 
whom he had vanquifhed. This 


Macedo 


outrageous 


Mahmud 


Afbrafi 


This 


Malmud, 


♦ f 


Mahmud 


darling of the foldiers, that the tyrant durft never put him to 
death, though he knew that AJhraf was meditating his de- 
ftrudtion. In this undefirable lituation; he a£ted a prudent 
part; for, having no children of his own, he declared AJhraf 
his fucceffor ; but he kept fo watchful an eye over him, that 
_ he was unable to difturb him. All Mahmud's precautions, 

Mahmud ' however, could not guard him againft himfelf. His brain 
turns deh- appeared to be touched. He performed a fantaftical penance 
nous. called the riadhiat; by which he (hut himfelf up for fourteen 

or fifteen days, and, by continual agitations of the body and 
workings of the mind, all the time furrounded with dark- 

he loft the ufe of the fmall reafon that had been left 
fie butch- him. But his frenzy took a tnoft terrible turn, for he mur- 
ers the dered one hundred princes of HuJJhyus blood with his own 
roy a I fa- hands, after ordering them to be carried into a court-yard, 

roily of * _J 1 .« I * rr 1 

Perfia. 


behind 

heads. The cries of one of HuJj 


happy 
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happy father, he run forth in an agony to fave him, and re¬ 
ceived upon his own arm the wound that was aimed at the 
child, who was no more than five years of age. The fight 
of HuJJeyu’s blood feemed to make fome impreflion upon Mah¬ 
mud ; and, from that time, he v ftopped the butchery. He, 
however, never could recover his lenfes. His frenzy in- 
creafed every day, and was difcernable in the mod extrava¬ 
gant a£Hons of generofity as well as cruelty; no kind of fu- 
perftition was omitted for his recovery; and no foolifh cere¬ 
monies, either Chrijlian or Mahometan , were left unprac- 
tifed. 

JJhrafi in the mean while, was meditating the deftriuftion 
of the tyrant; and, for that purpofe, had entered into a cor- 
refpondence with Tha/nas , whom he invited to mount the 
throne of Perjia. < Tha7nas promifed -djkraf his own terms ; 
and., though Jljhraf was under a kind of confinement, yet 
he managed fo well, that Thamas , by his invitation, drew 
near to JJ'pahan with an army. The Jfgans confidered them- 
felves as matters of Perfia , and would not forego their right 
of raifing a prince of their own race to that crown; for 
which reafon they chofe /Ijhraf for their king and freed him 
from his confinement, being headed in theiF attempt by the 
great general AmanOltah. AJhraf j however, refufed to ac- He is flain 
cept of his new dignity, until, by way of atonement for his by AJhraf. 
father’s death, the head of the tyrant was brought to him ; 
which it accordingly was, though his frenzy had proceeded 
to fuch a height, that, by the courfe of nature, he could hav.e 
lived but a few hours, had not his head been cut ofF. , 

The charafter of Mahmud , and his government, muft give His cba.- 

every confiderate perfon the moft defpicable ideas of the y>eo- rafter, 
pie whom he conquered and over whom he ruled. His face 
and perfonal appearance were (hocking; and, though he un¬ 
doubtedly bad courage, yet his failings, ignorance, and in- 
conftancy, threw him even below the common level of man¬ 
kind. His fuccefles were owing to the valour of his coun¬ 
trymen th e Jfgans ; but that valour degenerated when they 
became the conquerors of Perfia , and were inured to the de¬ 
licacies of that inchanting climate. If any thing can be faid 
in favour of this frantic monfler, it is the regard he feemed to 
pay to his word. This is exemplified in his not putting AJh- 
raf and jj?nan Ollah to death, though he had reafon to believe 
they were meditating his deftru&ion. -But the merit of his 
clemency receives great abatement when w.e conftder, that 
both of them were more high in the efteem of the army than 
he himfelf was ; and to have attempted to take aw-ay their 
lives muft- have precipitated his own deftru< 5 tion. In ftiort,Compared 
what was faid of the Englijb Cromwell ,' was, with more juf- with Crom* 
tice, applicable to Mahmud , That he was a fortunate mad- well. 
man. His fuccefles were owing to temerity, and he was but 
fwcpiy-fev.en years pf age at the time of his death. 

£> 3 AJbraf 
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AJhraf AJhraf began his reign with cruelties, which if poffible, 
fucceeds exceeded thofe of his predeceflor, whofe minifters, favour- 
him, • ites, and guards, he immediately put to the fword. AmanOllah 

himfelf was killed ; and it was with fome difficulty, and not 
till after (hewing him great indignities, that he was prevailed 
upon to fpare the mother of Mahmud , who had been the 
means of inducing her fon to fpare his life. His diffimulation 
was equal to his cruelty. For after putting out his brother’s 
eyes, and confining him, as he did to one of Mahmud' s foil’s, 
his policy, whofe mother he poifoned, he offered his throne to Huficyu, 

but that pitiful prince was better pleafed with being fuper- 
intendant of the buildings then ere&ing within the inclo- 
fure of the palace. Upon this he married one of HuJJeyu's 
daughters, and took upon, himfelf the title of fultan. But 
his engagements with Thamas , who had ftill great authority 
in Perfia , gave him vaft difquiet. At firft, he offered him 
the crown of Perfia , but Thamas difdaining to take that 
which he could command, and which was his by right, ad¬ 
vanced towards Ifpahan , though he was obliged to fly by 
JJkraf's fuperior power. In the mean while, the Turks had 
again made themfelves mafters of Tauris , and (hewed fome 
difpofitions for marching againft Ifpahan , from which they 
were with fome difficulty diffuaded ; but in March 1716, on 
Wars with pretext of fome ridiculous controverfy in religion, they de- 
the Turks, dared war againft Aforaf\ took Kajbin, and Maragha , though 

the former city was foon after reduced by AJhraf. 

The indolence and mifmanagement of Thamas , at this 
time, had made him fo contemptible, that the Turks refufed 
to treat with him ; and feemed to meditate nothing lefs than 
the conqueft of all Perfia . This they certainly would have 
effe&ed, had not AJhraf found means to have diffeminated 
amongft them, the doctrine of the impiety of Mofems cutt¬ 
ing one another’s throats, by which the Turkijh army was 
divided. Their general however, being ftill at the head of 
feventy or eighty thoufand men, attempted to cut AJhraf's 
army in piecesj 'but religious fcruples had got fuch a foot- 
whom he ing among his troops, that he was defeated, and AJhraf re¬ 
defeats. mained victorious. He maintained this fuperiority to the 

year 1727, when the Gitoman court finding the backwardnefs 
of their troops to fight againft a Mahometan power, every day 
increafe, ordered a bafhaw or general, who commanded in 
Treaty Perfia , to conclude a peace with AJhraf. The terms were, 
with that the Turks fhould have the poffeffion of Z engan, Soltainia, 

them. Abher , and Takiran j but that Khuyefian fhould be reftored 

to AJhraf ; who was to be acknowledged king of Perfia , and 
named in the public prayers, immediately after the Turkijh 
emperor, who was to be acknowledged the true fucceflor to 
the khaliffs of Baghdad. 

Hiftory Peace being made between AJhraf and the Turks , upon 
and rife t^ofe, and fome other ridiculous terms ; a new agent, who 

afterwards 
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afterwards made the greateft appearance of any man in the of Nadir 
eafl, ftarted up j and was afterwards known by the famous Sbab, or 
name of Kouli Kan , and Nadir Shab. He was a native of Kouli Kan . 
Kora fan, but by defcent a Tartar ; or that fpecies of Tartars, 
called Turkmans ; and lofing his father, who was a kind of 
a taylor, when he was but thirteen years old, he was bred a 
fhepherd, and fupported himfelf and his mother, by carrying 
flicks to market upon an afs, and a camel; the whole of his 
patrimony. After this, about the year 1704, he was carried 
into captivity by the UJbeks , with whom he remained about 
four years; but, after that, efcaping, he commenced a robber 
and a murderer, and after various adventures, he killed his 
mailer, and fled to the mountains with his daughter, whom 
he made his wife. About the year 1714, he continued his 
trade of robbing ; and the courage and resolution he fhewed, 
recommended him to the governor of Korajfan , who gave 
him a poll under him, fomewhat refemblrng a gentleman 
ufher. In this flation, he found means to be preferred in the 
army, and behaved fo bravely againfl the Tartars and Buka - 
rians , that he was not only made a colonel, but had a pro- 
fpe£l of rifing to a much higher command. He was difap- 
pointed in his expe&ation by court intrigues, and in the 
height of his refentment, his tongue made fo free with his 
patron the governor of KoraJJ'an, that by his order he was 
foundly baflinadoed ; upon this he retired to Kal/at, where 
his uncle, who happened to be at the head pf a tribe, called 
Affiar , commanded. His pride and prefumption did not 
fuffer him long to remain in a fubordinate quality, and it 
was eafy for .him to collect a party of ruffians and robbers, 
to the number of eight or nine hundred, who chofe him for 
their head; and in the year 1722, he lived by robbing travel¬ 
lers and caravans. A great man, one Scyfoddin Begh, hap¬ 
pening about that time to be in difgrace at the court of 
Perjia, fell into the fame courfe of life, and joining with 
Nadir , their party amounted to about three tboufand. Nadir 
now began to make fo great a figure, that his uncle procured 
the fhah of Perfta to pardon him; and he requited his un¬ 
cle’s kindnefs by.feizing his caflle of Kallat , and murdering 
him. After this he declared for Thamas , who was then at 
Farabad, in Mazamdaran , in very defperate circumftar.ces, 
and depending upon Fati Ali , the governor of that province.. 

The firfl: fervice that Nadir , who was now at the head of 
five thoufand men, performed for Thasnas , was his taking the 
important city of Nijhabur, from the Afgans , and this fuccefs 
procured him admitance to Fati Alt , who introduced him 
to Thamas , from whom he received a full and a free pardon. 

Thamas, who appears to have been a very weak prince. Who be- 
had been fecretly difobligea with Fati s afiuming behaviour, comes 
and Nadir eaiily fawit; but finding that Thamas, on account neral to* 
of an oath he had made, could not be prevailed upon to give Obamas. 
orders for Fati’s death, he murdered him himfelf : telling his. 
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matter, that if he, 77 uwwr, was fettered by an oath, he Nadir , 
was not. Upon Z'hfi’s death. Nadir , who had obtained an 
entire afcendancy over Thomas, became his generalifiimo and 
firft minitter, and was at the head of eighteen thoufand men, 
with whom he drove the B alia chis out of Mafiad, the capi¬ 
tal of KoraJ'an ; for which fervice, Thatnas ordered him to be 
called Thomas Kouli Kan, the addition of his own name, be¬ 
ing the higheft dittinclion he could beftow upon a fubjedh 
After this Nadir reduced the whole province of Korafan to 
his matter’s allegiance, and with twelve thoufand men he 
fubdued Herat itfelf, where he cut off the governor’s head. 

Afiraf had not, at this time, above thirty thoufand troops, 
he c 


feated and whom he could depend upon, but moft of them were Afgans 

he rnur- 1 * • * ... . .% ■ r ■ -• 


tie mur- and provincials, who were reckoned greatly fuperior to the 
ders flu/- per ft am. Thomas however, had a general who fupplied all 
Jeyn, with defeats ; and though his numbers were inferior by five thou* 


many of 

the royal 
family. 


fand, to thofe of Aflvaf, yet he gave them battle, and, to the 
attonifhment of all the eaft, he defeated them,'and in two 
engagements cut fourteen thoufand of them in pieces ; obiig- 


Jnfolence 


ing the remainder to take refuge in Jfpahan . Here the bloody 
Ajhraf murdered the old fhah HuJJcyv , and all the males of 
the imperial family. He then loaded three hundred mules 
with fpoils and treafure, and left Ifpaban, at the head of 
twelve thoufand of his Afgans. He had fcarcely marched out 
of tnat city, when the Per fan general Kouli Kan, arrived in 
it with his army, and having quieted the tumults, which 
were very outrageous, he went to meet TJoamas, who was 
coming to Tahiran. He met him about fix miles from the 
capital, was received with excefs of honours, and he behaved 
in the moft fubmiffive manner. When Thomas entered his 
palace he was fhocked by the fight of his father’s murdered 
body, and thofe of his defendants. But as he was entering 
the womens appartment, an old woman Have threw her arms 
around his neck, with an exceffive tranfport of joy; and he 
foon knew her to be his own mother, who had lived in that 
difguife, and conformed herfelf to her appearance, ever fince 
the Afgans had obtained the mattery at Ijpahan. 

AJhrcf and his Afgans had marched no farther than Shiras , 


ot Kouli where they continued to rob and murder the people. Tbamas 


Kan. 


expreffed great concern for their bardfhips, but he foon un- 
derftood, that he was to take law from his infolent general j 
whom he had-made governor of Korafan, and promifed td 
give him his aunt in marriage. Kouli Kan in return, faid he 
was ready to march with the army againftthe Afgans, but 
that he did not chofe to be expofed to his court enemies in 
his ablence, of which he had known but too many inftances ; 
and he therefore demanded' td have a power of raifing money 
by his own authority, for paying the troops.' Tbamas law 
the tendency of this demand, but was obliged to fubmit, 
though in fa& he thereby gave bimfelf a matter. Kouli Kan 
then, though it was in the depth of winter,.marched tq 

Afiaker , 
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/\jlnker , or the anticnt Perfepolis , and on the fifteenth of 
January 1730, he routed Ajhraf and his Perjians ; and pur- Ajhraf 
iued them with fuch vigour that they were all cut in pieces, feated and 
and Ajhraf at their head; though fome have reported that {lain, 
he was taken prifoner, and carried to Ifpahan , where he was 
curried to death upon a public fcaffold. 

Kouli Kan having performed thofe glorious fervices.for his Further 
lawful fovereign, was rewarded, by marrying his mafter’s conquefts 
aunt; and after flaying for fome time at Sb'tras , he marched of Kouli 
with the army to wreft from the Turks the city of Hama - j£ an a . 
dan, which they were in pofiefiion of. He performed that fer- g a i n ft the 
vice, after giving them an entire defeat; and then outmarch- Turks. 
jng the bafhaw Cuproli, he took Tauris and Ardibeb, and next, 
marching to Herat, which was in the hands of Bae Abdoles, he 
recovered that city, and put the governor and the chief of the 
rebels to death. This laft fervice he had fo much at heart, 
that to be at leifure to purfue it, he granted a peace to the 
Turks ; and then he feems to have retired to his government 
of Karajan-, and to have applied himfelf to the forming an 
army of Tartars, and other barbarians, whom he difeiplined, 
and attached to himfelf for his own wicked purpofes. In the 
mean while, Tbamas getting the better of his native indo¬ 
lence, and equally afraid of the Turks, and his own general, 
inarched to befiege Irivan with five thoufand men. At firft, 

he met with lome fuccefs, but his provifions failing, he was Tbamas is 
obliged to raife the fiege, and in his retreat to Tauris, he was d e f ea(ef j 

defeated by Cuproli and Ali, the two Turkijb generals, and before 
forced to retire to Hairiadan ; by which means, Tauris 
again fell into the hands of the Turks. Being joined by the * * 

garrifon of Hamadan, he ventured to fight the bafhaw of 
Baghdad , but he was defeated in a bloody battle, and the 
Turks took poflefiion of Hamadan likewife. The diffrac¬ 
tions that followed in Gonjlantinople, obliged the Turkijb 
generals to propofe a peace, which Tbamas, who was in 
danger of lo.fing Ifpahan likewife, gladly agreed to in Janu - makes 
ary 1732 but with the fhameful condition of refigning all peace with 
his rights to Armenia and Georgia ; the Turks engaging to the Turks . 

affift him in driving the Rujfians from their conquefts upon 
the Caj'pian Sea. 

It is more than probable, that Tbamas found himfelf under 
5 neceffity,equally fpom the infolence of his general, as from 
the power of the Turks , to make this peace. Kouli Kan, who 
faw all his conquefts given up by it, had a plaufible pretext 
for oppofing if, which he did -in the moft earned manner; 
promifing to afiift the fhah with an army. Tbamas however 
diibanded his krmy, and fent orders for his general to do 
the fame. But Kouli Kan, far from obeying him, affembled 
his army to the number of feventy thoufand men; and, by 
expatiating upon the terms of the late inglorious peace, he 
perluaded the chief officers under him, to ftand by him and 

by one another, againft the minifters and courtiers, who were 

, - ' - ■ ' 1 • • 
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meditating their ruin ; he then advanced with his army to 
I/pahan^where it was fecretly refolved to depofe Thamas, and to 
place upon his throne Abbas his fon,who was but fix months 
old. Kouli Kan being arrived near Ifpahan, made a general 
review of his army, at which the fhah was prefent. As 
many of the common men were no Grangers to the defigns 
on foot, Thamas might have faved himfelf, by ordering his 
general to be cut to pieces in the field, and by putting him-: 
i'elf at the head of his army; for he was at that time ex¬ 
tremely beloved for his humanity, and the mildnefs of his 
government; but he negle&ed the opportunity, and Kouli 
Kan ordering him to be feized,while he was intoxicated with 
wine, put him under arreft in the garden of his own palace, 
but he is and finally depofed ; all the great officers, civil and military, 
depofed by choice or force, fwearing allegiance to the infant in the 
by Kouli cradle. 

Kan, After this great event, Kouli Kan fteadily purfued what 

he had profefled, the recovery of the ceded provinces from 
the Turks , and laid fiege to Baghdad with eighty thoufand 
men. Upon this, war was proclaimed at Conjflantinople, and 
Total Ofman, one of the greateft and moft remarkable gene¬ 
rals the Turks ever had, marched to relieve it at the head of 
eighty thoufand men. Kouli Kan was in hopes to have taken 
the place by aflault or famine ; and though it was garrifon- 
. ed by twenty thoufand men, it could have held out but a 
very few days, when Topal Ofman came up. A bloody battle 
was fought between him ana the Perjtan general, Kouli Kani 
who was at the head of feventy thoufand men ; and the 
Turks muft have been routed, had they not been fo feafona- 
bly reinforced by the bafhaw Maivfel j while the bafhaw of 
who is Baghdad, made a Tally which entirely raifed the fiege, after 

defeated it had continued for three months. This battle coft the 
before Turks thirty thoufand men, and Kouli Kan loft as many. He 
Baghdad . behaved with remarkable courage in it; and after having 

two horfes killed under him, he loft all his baggage. This 
happened in the fummer of 1733, and Kouli Kan, the better 
to difguife his intention, fent word to the .bafhaw of Bagh¬ 
dad, that he.was refolved to pay him a vifit in the fpring. 
But the genius of Kouli Kan was too a&ive to brook fuch a 
delay, for in OSlober the fame year, he penetrated into the 
Turktjh dominions, as far as Ley ham, a place within fifteen 
miles of Kerkowd. 

But he Here he was oppofed by Topal Ofman, at the head of one 
defeats the hundred thoufand men, which he had aflembled with great 
Turks, and difficulty. A battle was fought on the twenty-fifth of the 
recovers fame month, but to the difarlvantage of the Perfians. Next 
his Ioffes, day brought on a general engagement, in which the Turks 

were totally routed, with the lofs of forty thoufand men, 
their military cheft, and all their baggage; and what, was 
ftill more irretrievable, their excellent general was left dead 
on the field of battle. Kouli Kan was prevented from purfu- 

ing 
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ing the advantages he might have gained by this great 
victory, by being obliged to march to Sbiras , where he de~ 
feated one of his own generals, who had proclaimed the 
depofed Thamas ; and the general, whofe name was Moham- 
me d being taken, hanged himfelf. Being now at leifure to 
refume his grand operations againft the Turks , who were 
difpirited, and divided amongft themfelves ; he recovered all 
Georgia, and Armenia , and obtained many other advantages. 

His fame was then fo great, that in the year 1735, the em- makes a 
prefs of Rujfia concluded a treaty with him, by which he peace with 
ceded all, or a great part of, the Ruffian conquefts, upon the t he em- 
Perfian territories. After this, Kouli Kan increafed his army to p re f s of 
one hundred and twenty thoufand men, and, after defeating R u {jia t 
and flaying Cuproli the Turkijh general, and twenty thoufand 
Turks , in a bloody battle, he retook Erivan , and thus com- 
pleated the conqueft of many of the provinces that had been 
difmembered from Perfia. 

Kouli Kan was now confidered both as the greateft poli- Death of 
tician, and the greateft general in the eaft. Though he the young 
fecretly coveted a peace with the Turks , yet he refufed to Shah 
conclude it, but upon condition of their reftoring Baghdad , Abbas, 
and paying the expences of the war. In the mean while, 
about the beginning of the year 1736, the young Sbah Abbas 
died, but whether naturally or violently, we know not. 

Upon this the Perfian grandees were convoked in the plains 
of Mogan , to deliberate upon filling up the throne. Kouli 
Kan propoled Thamas , but the deputies infilled upon himfelf 
accepting of the crown. The reader may remember that the 
Afgans are Sonnites and hate the Perfians for being Shuts, 

Kouli Kan’s chief dependance at this time was upon the 
Afgans , and he himfelf had been bred a Sonnite. Upon the 
chief men ftill prefling him to mount the throne, he con- 
fented on three conditions. Firft, that the crown fhould be Condi- 
made hereditary in his family; Secondly, that none of the tions on. 
defendants, or relations of their late fnah’s fhould receive which 
fhelter, fupport, or entertainment in Perfa\ and thirdly, that Kouli Kan 
the cuftom of curling Abubeker, Omar, and Othman , with that accepts 
of commemorating HuJJcyu s death, fhould be abolifhed in the crown. 
Pcrfta. 

Nothing can give us a higher idea of Kouli Kan’s power Altera- 
'over the Perfians , who in general are great biggots, than tions in 
their agreeing to thefe propofals; which facilitated a peace religion, 
with the Turks , who yielded up their rights to the conquered 
provinces; and confented that the Perfians might have li¬ 
berty to vifit the temple of Mecca , without paying duty. 

After this, Kouli Kan endeavoured to abolifh all differences 
between the Sonnites and the Shiites ; and he ftript the 
Turkijh clergy, and doctors, in the neighbourhood of Ifpahan y 
of all their revenues, which he beftowed upon his troops ; 

1 faying that they were better priefts than the others, whofe 
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prayers had been ineffe&ual for procuring to Perfia that 
peace, which the others had obtained by their fwords. 

The peace with the Turks however, was far from giving 
tranquility to Perfia, which was mofh miferably harrafl'ed 
and depopulated, and exhaufted by its civil wars. Kouli Kan 
indeed fought to remedy thofe evils, by fixing his refidence 
in lfpahan, and by encouraging commerce and agriculture. 
But he feems to have been void of all true ideas of the civil 
arts of life j though he fometimes affe&ed them, and even 
talked with the Englifts and other foreigners upon thofe fub- 
je£ts. The truth is, had he been better informed, and better 
difpofed, he could not have fucceeded ; for no fooner did he 
begin to have fome refpite, after making peace with the 
Turks, than he was obliged to fet out for Kandahar , to fub- 
due HuJJeyti Kan, brother to the late Sultan Mahmud , who had 
feized upon that province and city. This was not amongft 
the moft glorious of Kouli Kan's expeditions. For though he 
defeated Hujfeyus. troops, yet having no heavy cannon, he 
could not take the city, and he was forced at laft to 
accept of it, upon terms, from HuJJeyu , and to confirm him 
in his government. His Ion Rizi Kuli , whom he had made 
governor of Majkad, was more fortunate in fubduing the 
provinces of Balk , and Bukharia, and reducing the Ufbek 
\Tartars, who were now become very formidable. 

It was now about the middle of the year 1738, and Kouli 
Kan was then meditating his famous expedition into India, 
of which we have already given a full account, and which 
will render his name famous to future ages. But notwith- 
llanding the immenfe treafures which he brought to Perfia 
upon his return, we do not find, that either that country, or 
his own court, were much improved by fuch vaft ac- 
cefiions of treafure. He was by no means either fo mag- 
nificient, or fo polifhed as Jengbiz Khan , or Tamerlan , and 
other conquerors, whom he refembled in his rife and for¬ 
tune. At the fame time it mult be acknowledged, that not- 
withftanding all his treafons, bloodfhed and cruelty, he was 
far from being fo great a deftroyer of the human fpecics, as 
the belt of thofe tyrants were. While he was in India, a 
report prevailed that his army had been defeated. Upon 
this his fon Rizi Kuli endeavoured to feize upon the govern¬ 
ment, and a&ually murdered fhah Thamas, in the fortrefs 
where he was confined. Rizi foon after found he bad been 
niifinlormed, and defpairing of pardon from his father, he 
meditated his deftru&ion. In the mean while. Nadir Shah 
returned from India to Kandahar , and finding that the UJbeks, 
who were then in pofiefiion of the once glorious Bukharia, 
and Kora fan, had invaded Perfa , he marched at the head of 
fifty thoufand men to chaftife them. The khan of Bukharia 
foon made his peace by fubmitting, and was continued in 
his government; but the khan of Karajan, or, as it was novy 
called, Kcy-vea, held out - 3 and alter lofing twenty thoufand 

men, 
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men, he was taken prifoner, and put to death with thirty of 
his principal followers, by way of retaliation, for his having 

murdered one of Nadir Shafts ambaffadors. 

As Nadir, for fo we now call Kouli Kan, was returning to Rizi at- 
Majhad ', an Afgan, who had been hired by his fon Rizi for tempts to 
that purpofe, (hot at him and wounded him in the hand; murder 
and, being feized upon, he accufed Rizi, who was immedi- his lather* 
ately apprehended. Nadir was fond of this fon, more than 
tyrants commonly are of their children; and, it is faid, 
he would have pardoned him for the attempt, but that the 
young man refufed to make any fubmiffion, and even gave 
his father opprobrious language j upon which, Nadir, in a 
rage, deprived him of his eyes. 

After this, revolts and rebellions multiplied upon Nadir ; Nadir’s 
fo that, during the laft five years of his reign, he cannot be defeat, 
faid to have been otherwife than unfortunate,, though he ge¬ 
nerally was victorious. It was wit?h difficulty he efcaped be¬ 
ing, with his army, deftroyed in an expedition he made in¬ 
to Daghejian againft the Lefghi , after having been fuccefsful 
in two others againft the Arabs and UJbeks. After that, he War again 
was embroiled with the Turks, who made war againft him, breaks out 
and AJlarabad and Shir as, with a great part of the domini- w hh th® 
ons he had recovered fince his acceffion, revolted from him ; Turks. 
while the Turks aflembled a body of one hundred and thirty 
thoufand men near Erivan, and declared war againft him. 

It is true, Nadir , in Auguji , 1735, at t ^ ie ; head of eighty 
thoufand troops, defeated them ; killed their general AbdoU 
lah Cuprali, and twenty-eight thoufand of their men, with 
the lofs of eight thoufand of his own, he himfelf having two 
horfes {hot under him. But this victory did not prevent daily Nadir’s 
revolts from happening in Georgia and Korafan, which obliged diftrcfles. 
Nadir to conclude another peace with the Turks ; by which 
fome ceffions in point of religion were made; but he feems 
to have loft a great deal in point of intereft. 

Perhaps the affair of religion contributed more than, any and op- 
other caufe to the ruin of ISfadir. The frequent revolts and preflions. 
rebellions againft him appear to have fowered his temper, fo 
that he looked upon the native Pcrfians as his worft enemies, 
and took into his pay a great number of Afgans, UJbeks , 

Turks, and Tartars. To fupport thofe barbarians, he not 
only Squandered upon them the vaft treafures he had brought 
from India, but laid very heavy impofitions upon the cities 
of Pcrjia fo that the whole of that delightful country pre- 
fented fcenes of the deepeft mifery, and the moil {hocking 
barbarity. 

Marching from Majhad to the plains of Sollin Mcydan, a 
confpiracy was formed againft him. It has been faid, that 
Nadir , finding he could not depend upon the Perjians, con¬ 
voked the chiefs of the V/beks, Tartars , and other barbarians, 
and that it was agreed amongft them, that very night to put 

all 
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ill the Perftans that were in the camp to the fword. This 
refolution, we are told, was difcovered by a Georgian Dave 
overhearing the defign and communicating the fame to the 
Perjian generals. But this difcovery is far from being pro¬ 
bable, it not being likely that Nadir , upon the point of fuch 
a fcheme being executed, would have gone fo quietly and 
unguardedly to lleep in his tent as we find he actually did. 
But it is more probable, that the Perjian chiefs, having re- 
folved upon the aflaffination, wanted to juftify themfelves by 
this pretext. We are not even certain as to the name of the 
perfon who was Nadir’s executioner. It is faid to have been 
Nadir Shaleb Beg , the captain of his Afgan guard. He took with 

Shabvcmr- him no more than four refolute men, and, rufhing into the 
dered. ' haram, or womens apartment, they there killed ah eunuch; 

and proceeding to enter the inner haram> they killed an old 
woman, who, it feems, made a noife at their appearance. 

' They difcovered a particular tent of the haram, where Na¬ 
dir lay with his wife, the Indian emperor’s daughter, by the 
Juftre of fome jewels which lay on a table near a burning 
lamp ; and when they came to it they found him juft rifen, 
having probably been awaked by the old woman’s outcries. 
He had a fword in his hand, which, on the fight of the con¬ 
spirators, he.drew, and demanded what was their defign. 
Saleh Beg ,then cut him acrofe the collar-bone; but AW/rde¬ 
fended himfelf fo bravely, that he killed two of his moft for¬ 
ward aflailants, and would have efcaped, had he not been 
entangled in the ropes that interlaced the tents of his haram, 
fo.that falling, Saleh Beg gave him a terrible wound. Upon 
this. Nadir cried out for mercy; but the confpirators told 
' him. That, as he had always been a ftranger to mercy, he 

was to expe<ft none, and they immediately cut off his head. 
This happened in the year 1747, in the fixty-firft year of 
Nadir’s age, and the twelfth of his reign. 

H is cha- Nadir was one of thofe extraordinary perfons, in nature 
radjter. and conftitution, fomewhat between a man and a monfter, 

whom we have had fo often occafion to mention in thecourfe 
of this hiftory. His natural parts and courage undoubtedly 
were very ftrong, and in his perfon he was fitted for the moft 
difficult and fatiguing warlike operations. He was fix feet 
high, of a majeftic awful afpe&, and his voice was fo loud,- 
that it could have been heard diftin&ly by an army of one 
hundred thoufand men. He had great readinefs of thought in 
concerting, and equal quicknefs and refolution in executing, 
his defigns. Though he made religion bis pretext for a great 
number of his unjuftifiable undertakings, yet he appears to 
have been very little affedled by it; for, when the prieft, 
^ as high-mufti of Perjia , prefumed to throw in 
fome remonftrances upon the head of religion. Nadir or¬ 
dered him to be ftrangled. He feems to have been extremely 
rapacious, and, it is faid, he was pcrfe&iy well acquainted 

with 
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with the ftate of, his finances through every province of his 
empire, his memory being as extraordinary as the other ta¬ 
lents he poflefled from nature. He exprefled a delight in 
precious uones, and wore them in his turband, which was 
the only finery he affected in his drefs. His diet was,.plain ; 
but, by what can be underftood, his manners and addrefs, 
upon the whole, were barbarous; and, that he was afraid, of 
confpiracies, appears by his wearing a. private coat of mail, 
and by his generally having in his hand a battle-axe, which 
he managed very dexteroufiy, and even played with while he 
was giving public audiences. 

The ftate of that country, fince the death of Nadir Shah* 
has been fo unfettled, and the accounts, we have of it are fo 
fkbulous and unascertained, that we muff here clofe our hif- 
tory of it. - : ' 
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I T is in vain for us to attempt to fettle the particular cpun- Conj 
try from whence the people we are now to treat of if- turc. 
filed. The moft probable opinion feenis to be. That the 
word Turk originally carried with it no favourable fignifica- 
tion, being little better than a vagrant and a barbarian ; and 
that it was given by the people in the eaft indifferently to all 


ftrangers. 


Tartary 

China itfelf. ferit forth fwarms of barbarians at dif¬ 


ferent periods, who, from the feveral names of their leaders, 
were called Ogufians , Seljukians , or Othmans, but all of them 
were Turks ; and they were known by that name even after 
they had obtained fettlements ; the very countries which they 
firft conquered and inhabited, after leaving their own, being 

' Turkcjian and Turkamania. 


We (hall 


Turkijh 


Turks ; the moft confiftent is, that a great body of the Ogu- 
ftans, headed by a leader called Ertogrul, or Ortogruly ' were 
taken into pay, as foldiers of fortune, by fome of the laft 
princes of the Seljukian] ine, with whom they agreed inman- 

and religion. Ortogrul’ s fervices were fo 


ners, language. 


great that he was highly rewarded by the Seljukian monarch, 
who probably was Aladin ; and he feems to have obtained a 
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at this time, declining, their generals, \vho, in fa£t,./een? 
to have been, even under their fultans, independent princes, 
affociated themfelves, and, extending their conqttefts all 
round over the divided and effeminate Greeks , they made a 
divifion of their territories, and Bythinia fell to the (hare of 
Othman. The Turkijh hiftorians, however, have endea¬ 
voured to conceal the truth ; which is, that the dread of 

JenghizKan* s arms, and thofe of his fucceflors, particularly 
Hufacu , obliged thofe mercenary barbarians to feek a refuge 
towards the weft ; which they laid wafte as they proceeded. 
Hi dory of Othman feems to have been a general of great addrefs, arid 
Othman . both the Chriftian and 'Turkijh writers tell us, that a kind of 

a confpiracy was formed amongft the Greek governors, in 
which was the governor of Hirtnan Katu , called MikaelHo- 
fa , or Goafs Beards whofe daughter was to be married, and 
Othman was invited to the wedding at a caftle called Bilejiki\ 
where the confpirators intended to difpatch him. Kauji > it 
feems, difcovered the confpiracy, and was generous enough 
His lira- to put Othman on his guard. Upon this intelligence he.dif- 
tagem. gulfed forty of his moft refolute foldiers like women,-with 

concealed weapons, and placed himfelf, with a ftrong body 
of troops, in ambufh. The difguifed foldiers being admitted 
into the caftle fecured the gates; and Othman coming , up 
with his troops 1 , deftroyed his enemies, and made himfelf 
mafter of that andfpme other important places. Th z'Gretk 
emperor Androniciis , however, taking into his pay a body of 
(lx thoufand Alans , the command of whom he gave, about 
the year 1289, to his colleague and fon, the young Mikael, 
greatly alarmed the Turks ; but he behaved fo (hamefully, 
that they, recovering their confternation, (hut him up in 
Magnefia ; from whence, with great difficulty, he cfcaped ; 
The and the Alans^ refufing to ferve longer 'under him, returned 
defert the home. * 

emperor. The Byzantine hiftorians inform us, that, after this* tbs 

Greek emperors took another body of mercenaries into their 
pay; but their leader being put to death, they invited Oth - 
Jncurfions man into Europe , and. joined with his Turks ; and, the Greeks 
of the. not daring to oppofe them, they laid wafte all the Greek cm- 
Turks. pire wherever they marched; the inhabitants flying to walled 

and fortified places, which thofe barbarians were in no con¬ 
dition to befiege. In (hort, they pufhed their incurlions even 
to the Bofphorus. 

Hiftory of According to other hiftorians, about the year 1304, the 
Reger. emperor invited one Roger , an European foldier of fortune, 

with eight thoufand of his troops, to his defence ; but thofe 
mercenary auxiliaries were, if poflible, more cruel and op- 
preffive to the inhabitants than the Turks themfelves were; 
Othman and Othman , taking advantage of their diflentions, at lad 
blockades blockaded Nice, the capital of Bythinia ; and defeated, a large 
Nue. body of troops fent from Con/lantinople to its relief. It ap¬ 
pears, however, that Olhman % as yet, was far from being the 

moft 
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tnoft confiderable leader amongft the Turks * who had then Oppref- 
but very little government, and no principle but that of lions of 
plundering and murdering the inhabitants. Sometimes, for the Turks. 
the fake of money, one of thofe leaders would make a fhort 
celTation of arms with the Greek governors ; but then his fol¬ 
lowers immediately put themlelves under fome other chief 
who was in arms ; fo that perpetual ravages and blood-fhcd 

went on. • 

In the ihean while, the young emperor, Mikael , was 
hunted from place to place; and, finding he could not re¬ 
main fafe in Pergamus , he went to Cyzicus , and from thence 
to Piga. At lair, he was obliged to call in Kazam Kan , a 
Tartar chief, to his afliftance. His alliance was of fome fer- 
vice to the Greeks , and at Cyzicus they formed an army of v 
fixteen thoufand men ; but Mikael was obliged to give the 
command of it to Roger , who, for fome time, had great Roger de- 
fuccefs againft the barbarians, gave them feveral defeats and feats the 
checked their infolence. He could not, however, pre- Turks'. 
vent Alifuras, one of the Turkijh chiefs, from becoming 
mafter of Tripoli. But Roger, prefuming on his fuceefles, 
and finding all the open country of Greece to be a mere defert, 
by the ravages of the Turks , he entered the imperial cities, 
put the richeft of the inhabitants and governors to the tor¬ 
ture, and fometimes to .death, to oblige them to difcover 
their riches 5 till, at laft, the inhabitants of Mogulfia had 
/pirit enough to cut part of his troops in pieces, and to fliut 
their gates upon him and to lecure tne treafures he had left in 
the place. ’ 

Upon this, without minding the requefts or threats of the His op- 
emperor, he befieged the place. He was, however, obliged preflive 
to raife the fiege and to retire, being equally hated by the cruelty, 
Greeks- and Romans as by the Turks. Upon his retreat, he 
went to Calipoli , and had the infolence to go to Adrianople , 
attended by no more than one hundred and fifty of his guards, 
to pay a vifit to the emperor Mikael. Here he met with the re- and death, 
ward of his injuftice and cruelty, being killed by George , the 
head of fome Allans who had remained in the emperor’s fer- 
>ice. 

fe 

Upon this, the Catalans , Roger's foldiers, mafiacred the 
people of Calipoli , palled over tc> Afia , and gave no quarter 
to any of the Greeks. The emperor fent troops who befieged 
the fort of Calipoli , which was in the hands of the infidels, 
while they, in their turn, befieged the city. Mikael endea¬ 
voured to raile the fiege, but his generals were defeated ; up¬ 
on which he entered Adrianople. at the head of an army, all 
of it compofed of mercenary Allans intermingled with fome 
Turks (for they contained fo many clans, th£t fome of them 
had but little connexion with others, whilft all of .them were 
ready to take pay), and a few cowardly Greeks and Italians V 
At laft, the 5 T«rirand he came to a pitched battles where 
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Th e Greek Mikael (hewed 


great perfonal courage, but, being bafely 
is mercenaries, he was defeated ; and he and 


emperor abandoned by his mercenaries, he was defeated j and he 
defeated, all his army muft have been deftroyed, had not the Turks, 

apprehending an ambufh, defifted from the purfuit. 

The Ca- The Catalans . who earned this vidforv. were ruined bv it. 


Turks 


The Turks 
themfelves. The 


quarrel, tory, will fee a great deal of the management by which the 

emperor of Conftanttnople prevented the progrefs of the Turks\ 
but we are now to attach ourfelves to the hiftory of Othman. 
It is fufficient to fay, that the differences between the Turks 
and the Catalans run to fuch a height, that they cut one ano¬ 
ther’s throats wherever they met. Othman feems to have 
taken but little concern in thofe events, and to have entirely 
minded his own intereft. It is faid, that the emperor’s After, 
priucefs w ho, as we have already feen, had been promifed in mar- 

affronts • ' - v . rr i n' . , , • , .. • i • 


Greek 


Hulacu 


Othman, V /ith the power of that prince, who adtually fent thirty thou- 

fand men to the emperor’s afiiftance. 

Notwithftanding this, the divifions in the imperial family 
grew to fuch extremes, that, about the year 1308, Othman 
had reduced to his power all Bythinia , and had made a con- 
fiderabie progrefs in the redudlion of Paphlagonia. After this, 
beini: in no farther dread of Hulacu , he formed the fiege of 
Nicomedia ; but, being obliged to raife it, he built a ftrong 
caftle to bridle it, and gave the command of it to Targam , one 
of his beft generals. He then retired into winter-quarters. 


Pruft 


byHt , .. r ___ 0 

Uonorius was defeated, and Othman took Kutahi , 


who de- of _ 

feats the but loft his grandfon, who was drowned by the breaking 
Imperial- down of a wooden bridge. 

if ts ' Thofe vaft fuccefles enabled Othman to form the fiege of 

PruJ'a itfelf, once the capital of Bithynia. But, unable to 
His policy take fo ftrong a place, he built two forts, or caftles, near it, 

to hinder it from' receiving provifions; and ordered the go¬ 
vernors of thofe forts to preferve them as fanftuaries for the 
people of the country j by which means, they were always 
plentifully fupplied with provifions ; and they, the inhabit¬ 
ants, became dutiful fubjedfs to Othman. 

He forms This barbarian feems to have been of a far more politic 
a fmall caft than his cotemporary countrymen. He even formed a 
fleet. fmall fleet, by feizing the (hips of fome pirates; and with 

that he made himfelf mafter of feveral iflands in the Archipe¬ 
lago ; which enabled him to plunder the fea-faringfubjedts of 
both the European and Afiatic powers, to the vaft emolument 
His civil of his followers. To this policy his fuccefles were, perhaps, 
condudt greatly owing, as well as to the means he took to make his 

conquefts durable. For, after a fummer*s campaign, he always 
dedicated the winter to the regulation of civil affairs, and the 
introdudtion of good government and ceconomy amongft his 
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foldiers and new fubjetfts. Sometimes the fummer was far 
advanced before he took the field, as if he had been averfe 
to harrafiing his army ; but this he did with defign ; for he 
knew that their impatience for plunder and adfion would 
make them apply to him to head them againft their enemies. 

When this, as it generally was, was the cafe, he then led 
them to the field. 

He happened, however, towards the latter end of his an .^ hypo* 
reign, for we mull then fuppofe him to have been an inde- 
pendent prince, to confume two or three years in thofe pa¬ 
cific matters, till his foidiers began to murmur for want of 
adtion. He then called them together, and gravely told 
them. That he himfelf being a good Mahometan , could not, 
in confcience, march againft the enemies of his faith, with¬ 
out formally iummoning them, either to embrace it or be- 
come.tributary; and that, if they refufed both conditions, 
they were to be proceeded againft with fire and fword. We 
are accordingly -told, that he fent his meftengers of ftate 
round to the Chrijlian princes and governors, with fuch fum- 
monfes ; and, that fome of them, particularly his friend Mi~ 
kael Kofa , adtually turned Mahometan , while others of them 
confented to pay tribute. 

By thofe means, he gained fuch accefiions of power, that Encreafe _ 
he reduced a vaft number of important cities. Becoming at of his 
laft too formidable to the Turks and Tartars , who had feized power, 
upon the eaft part of Syria, and were now mafters of Iconium 
itfelf, they invaded his dominions, and filled them with blood 
and rapine. But Othman^ who feems to have had as much 
fpirit as he had ambition and policy, drew together his army, 
gave them battle, and entirely routed them, and incorpo¬ 
rated all the prifoners he took, who were very numerous, 
amongft his own fubje<fts. 

His favourite fon, Orchan , or, as he is commonly called, His fon 
Orchon , contributed greatly to his father’s fuccefles, and fub- Orcban y s 
duea a vaft number' of cities, of which we now know no valour, 
more than their barbarous names; but they were, at that 
time, all of them populous and flourishing. The Greek em¬ 
peror made an effort to oppofe him 5 but his troops, though 
they are faid to have been well armed and difeiplined, were 
defeated by Abdorrahmon, another of Othman’ s generals, very 
few of them efcaping either death or captivity. 

One of the laft and moft fignal atftions of Othman’ s life, Othman ■ 
was his reducing Pn/fa, one of the greateft cities in that part takes Pru * 
of Afta ; the blockade of which was ftill continued. Au-/<*. 
thors are divided as to his manner of reducing it. Some fay 
that it was ftored with eight years provifion, and that the 
place was fo ftrong, that Othman employed his friend Mikael 
Kofa to perfuade Honorhis , the governor, to furrender it to 
Orchon , upon promife that the lives of the inhabitants (hduld 
be fpared, and thirty thoufand crowns of gold payc-d by the 
befiegers. ' Others, particularly Knolles , the- Englijh hiftorian 
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of the turkijh affairs, fay, that the place did not furrender 
before it was reduced to the greateft extremity by famine and 
Stratagem the want of all neceffaries. Other v/riters, 'who were then 
reported alive, and pretend to have been upon the fpot, with no great 
o iOthman. probability, fay that Othman , after he had reduced the town, 

found fuch refiftance from the caftle, that he ordered a report 
of his death to be fpread abroad, and that he died with ade- 
iire to be buried in a Greek convent within the caftle. They 
add, that the coffin, where his body was fuppofed to be, 
was filled with arms, and attended by himfelf and thirty-nine 
of his moft refolute officers in mourning; and, that the cre¬ 
dulous monks, prevailing fo far as that they were granted 
admittance, by way of mourners for the deceafed, they be¬ 
came mafters of a gate, and the place thereby fell into Oth- 
man’s hands without blood-fhed. Be this as it will, it is 
certain, that Othman was poffeffed of this important city and 
fortrefs; and, that he died foon after, having appointed his 
fon Orchan to fucceed him. He lived about fixty-nine years, 
His death °f which he reigned about twenty-fix. His death happened 

in the year 1327. 

and cha- It muft be confeffed, that, though Othnan , in conquefts 
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excelled them all in the wife difpofition he made of his fuc- 
ceffion, by leaving his territories to his fucceffor undivided; 
a principle upon which the prefent greatnefs of his defend¬ 
ants, who have ever fince afi’umed his name, is founded. In 
other refpedfs, it is, on all hands, allowed, that be was 
brave in the higheft degree ; and fo generous to his friends, 
officers, fervantSj and the poor, that he left an empty trea- 
fury. It is faid, that a little hat, which he ufed to wear, 
very different from the prefent Turkijh turbans, and his green 
camblet cloak, are ftill to be feen hanging over his tomb at 
Prufa. 

Succeeded Orchan equalled, .if not exceeded, his father, in all ciyil 


by his fon 
Orchan, 


plifhments. The 
Conjlantinopl 


tage of Othman’s death, invaded Orchan’$ dominions; but 
was baffled, though, at firft, he obtained feveral advantages, 
who takes After this, in the year 1331, Orchan befieged Nicbomcdia, and 
Niccmedia reduced it, partly by policy and partly by force. He then 
and re- became mafter of all the fortified places of Bithynia , except- 
J " ing Nice, having improved the art of engineering far be¬ 
yond what his father did. 

The reader muft obferve, that this was not done before 
thofe places had undergone great variety of fortune ; fome- 

times fubmitting to the Greek emperors, and fometimes to 
the Othmans . 

Confede- We are likewife told, that manv of the other Mahometan 


duces 

thini 
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appears to have been the moft polilhed of the Turks his co- prefers his 
temporaries. He abolished the Seljukian money, and had a brother, 
mint of his own; he treated his brother Mladin , who feems 
to have been a brave and a worthy fubje< 51 , with the utmoft 
diftin<Stion, by making him general of his armies, or prime- 
minifter. Before this time the Ozugians , or, as we now call 
them, the OthmanTurks , were no better than robbers ; and, 
notvvithftanding all the pains that Othman had taken, they 
knew little of fubordination, and were continually in muti¬ 
nies. Orchan therefore inftituted a feminary of foldiers for He forms 
his army, confuting chiefly of young Chrijlians , taken from a militia, 
their parents; to whom, after they had been inftru&ed in 
the Mahometan faith, he gave regular pay ; but without hin¬ 
dering fuch of the Turks as were men of property from ferv- 
ing amongft them. To thefe we may readily believe he gave 
fuperior advantages, by afiigning them lands for their fubfift- 
ence in time of peace. 

By thofe wife regulations, he had always at hand a difci- 
plined army, powerful enough to check the mutinous fpirit 
of his Turkijh militia; fo that, at laft, he was able to lay 
fiege to Nice itfelf. The fiege continued for two years. He takes 
and, famine and peftilence prevailing within the place, the Nice. 
garrifon was obliged to capitulate. His behaviour, on His gene- 
this occafion, was magnanimous; he gave the inhabitants rous be- 
leave, not only to retire to Conjlantinople , but to carry with haviour. 
them all their effects. The inhabitants thought it much 
more eligible to remain under fo generous a conqueror, than 
to be under the tyranny of, fo abandoned a court as that of 
Conjlantinople ; they therefore defired leave to withdraw their 
capitulation, and to remain under the protection of their 
conqueror; which was granted them. Orchan , at the fame 
time, extended his clemency to a degree that, however 
ftrange and extravagant it may appear to modern times, 
perhaps did not appear fo to the parties themfelves; for, a 
great number of women bewailing the death of their huf- 
bands during the fiege, and their own deftitute condition, he 
ordered the chief of his attendants to make wives of them. 


In lhort, by his clemency and magnanimity, he foon peopled Effects of 
Nice with Greek inhabitants, who fled to his prote&ion from the fame, 
the tyranny and oppreffions of their own governments; fo 
that it feemed to vie with the largeft cities of the Greek em¬ 
pire in populoufnefs. 


of Kam 


luk, after befieging it a year; a place fo ftrong, that Othman, there¬ 
after various attempts, deemed it to be impregnable, But cedes, po- 
this politic prince did not confine his practice to the arts of licy, and 
war alone. He ftudied to make it the intereft of the Greeks love of 
to fubmit to his fvvay. We know little of his private life learning, 
or education ; but it is highly probable that he had far other 
jnftrudlion than what he could receive in a camp, or, rather, 
a moveable citv, of fuch barbarians as his father commanded; 
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for fuch they were, and fo they lived'. Qrchan , by his like* 
l'ality and endowments to learned men, emptied even Arabia 
and Perfia, thofe feats of eattern literature, of their men of 

He erected a magnificent mofque, an hofpital, 
and an academy, in the city of Pru/a ; to which ail the ftu- 
dents in the eatt, who wanted to be inftriKSted in Mahometan 
learning, reforted. 

His conduct, perhaps, in his political capacity, is not 
quite fo defencible ; though he appears to have done no more 
than make reprifals upon robbers. The heads of the Oguzian 
clans, who had been confederated with Otkman , being far 
inferior to him and his i on, in genius and capacity, had left 
the dominions of which they had robbed the Greeks and the 
Se-juks in a molt miferable {late, without providing for their 
defence; fo that it was eafy for Or chan , and his difeiplined 
troops, to reduce them by force, had they refufed tofubmit 
to perfuafion. His fvvay was fo miid, and his fubjedts fo 
happy, that feveral princes put themfelves and their fubjedt 
under his protection ; and became, as it were feudatories to 
him ; an inftitution well known in Europe at that time, and 
not unknown to the Scythians , Tartars , and the anceftors of 
the Oguzian Turks. Some of thofe princes, however, had 
fpirit enough to difpute Orchan’s command. Titrfon Beg , the 
prince of Pergamus, and of feveral other fine cities and coun¬ 
tries, had offered to hold them in vaifalage, or fee, of Orchan. 
In this he was oppofed by Haj’tl , who, under pretence of corn- 
pro mi fmg matters, {tabbed his brother Tarfon, and (hut him- 
fclf up in Pergamus , now called Bergamo , which was be- 
fieged by Orchan. He had little occafion to employ force, the 
inhabitants equally xefpected him as they detefted the mur¬ 
derer, whom they delivered up to Orchan, and put themfelves 
and their city under his protection. Hajil Beg died two years 
after in prifon ; and the governor of Ulabad , on fufpicion of 
a revolt, was put to death. Such great fucceffes ftruck ter¬ 
ror into the Greeks : and, about the year 1338, Anakhor and 
Ernrud , two fea-port towns, fubmitted to Orchan , upon his 
threatning to befiege them. 

Amo;,gft the other leaders of the Augzukian Turks , was 
Ay dm ; who, and his fon Amir , were become fultans of Ka- 


na , 
cities 
fa m e 


us* and feveral other 


and matters of Lydia , Smyrna, Ephefi 
ot Iccma ; which being a woody country, and at the 
time lying upon the fea, furnittied him with timber for 
building (hips ; fo that this fultan Amir became foon a great 
maritime power. H;s fleet con fitted of no fewer than feventy- 
five fnips, and, eroding the Egean Sea, he fubdued a great 
number of places on the lea-coafts of Samo Thracia ; 
dared /indromcus , though he came in perfon, venture to fight 


nor 


t> ( 

the 


bina. Inftead of that, he called to his aid Sarkhan , 
Turkifb governor of Phocea ; who, upon his promife to deliver 
nis fon Sclyman , then in the hands of the Genoeje , who had 
made themfelves matters of Phocea , furniihed him with fome 

troops 
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troops and {hipping ; and this Teems to have brought about 
a peace between the emperor Andronicus and Amir ; tho 5 we 
are told that the latter was prevailed upon, by the emperor’s 
general John Kantakazemus, his old friend, to lend him thirty 
Ihips. 

We know nothing from the Turk'tjh hiftorians, how Or- Qrchan fits 
chan was employed all this time; he Teems, probably, to have out a fleet, 
been almoft at perpetual war with the Greeks’, and, like his which is 
neighbours, to have endeavoured to render himTelf a mari- deihoyed 
time power: for, in the year 1334, he fitted out a fleet of by the 
thirty veflels, to make a defcent upon Conjiantinople , or its Greeks . 
neighbourhood. We are told, however, that all thofe {hips 
and their crews, excepting as many as filled one {hip, were 
deflroyed by the general Kantakazemus . A peace foon after 
followed between Qrchan and Andronicus, by the management 
of Kantakazemus. The latter then had leifure to chaftife 
Sarkhan , his matter's new ally, who had recommenced his 
ravages in 'Thrace ; and the imperial arms every where pre¬ 
vailed againfl the Turks , who were at war with the emperor; 
while the dominions of Orchan were in a flourifhing tranquil 
ftate. 

Kantakazemus was both the hero and hiftorian of the Greek Hiftory of 
empire at this time; and, undoubtedly, was poffeffed of Kantaka- 
great virtues. Andronicus 111 . dying, left his (bn John, who zemus. 
was but nine years of age, under the tuition of Kantakaze¬ 
mus ; but, being'hated by the clergy, and Anne, the emprefs- 
mother, he was by her profcribed; but the army proclaimed 
him emperor. The faction, however, prevailed fo ftrongly 
againfl: him, that all his relations were imprifoned, his wife 
and children were befieged in Didymothicum , and he himfelf 
was obliged to retire into Servia. Didymothicum\ s a ftrong 
city of Thrace , or Romania, lying upon the river Helrus. 

Amir , who was now called the fultan of Iconia , and whom 
we have already mentioned, no fooner heard of the diftrefs 
of Kantakazemus, and his family, than he entered the Hebrus 
with three hundred and eighty veflels, which carried twenty- 
nine thoufand men; and, raifing the fiege, he behaved to-Fidelity of 
wards the emperor, and his family, with a fidelity, and per- Amir to* 
fonal aftedtion, of which there are but few inftances amongft wards 
princes : for, after he had relieved Didymodicum , he wept for him. 
joy on hearing that Kantakazemus was fafe'; and gave God 
thanks for enabling him to come to his afliftance. After this, 
he rejected all prelents and offers made him by the court of 
Conjlantinople ; and, when he joined his troops to thofe of 
Kantakazemus, he proftrated himfelf before that emperor as 
his fovereign; and it was with difficulty he-was perfuadedto 
remount his norfe. 

Kantakazemus being thus reinforced, proceeded vi&orioufly 
againfl his enemies: but the intrigues of the court of Conjlan - 
tinople prevailed with Amir's great officers to oblige him to 
return to his own dominions. It was with feniible regret he 
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did this, and not till after he had performed a thonfand brave 
Amir re- actions, in his own perTon, to ferve Kantakazemus. Before he 
turns, returned, he earneftly advifed th'eemprefs Anne to peace; and 

promifed, in fifteen days, to return with his troops, and to 
ferve Kantakazemus till the end of the war. But, when Amir 
landed at Smyrna , he found the Latins there before him; and 
it was with great difficulty he prevented that city from fall¬ 
ing into their hands. 

This unforefeen invafion preventing Amir from coming fo 
foon as he intended, to affift Kantakazemus, that emperor was 
obliged to apply for auxiliaries to Or chan , whofe territories 
were much better fituated, forgiving Jum fpeedy affiftance, 
than thofe of Amir were. Or chan , we may now reafonably 
fuppofe, was, by far, the moft powerful prince of the Ogu - 
zian Turks ; and his territories appear now to have had along 
peace. He had been often courted, by the emprefs Anne , to 
join her fon; but he had declined it from prudential motives, 
and readily entered into a treaty with Kantakazemus, who ap¬ 
pears, by his affiftance, to have got poffeffion of Conjlantino- 
jle and the imperial dignity. 

Piftrefs or The prodigious fwarms of Turks , however, that filled all 
Greece. Greece, the great power they had obtained by fea, and the 

improvements they had lately made in the arts of war, ren¬ 
dered the imperial dignity a poll: of both trouble and danger. 
Luckily for Kantakazemus , thofe barbarians were fo divided 
among!! thcmfelves, that they did not form any very ftrong 
body under one head ; and, next to Orchan , Amir feems to 
Adven have been the moft powerful among!! them. He had returned 
tures of with twenty thoufand men to the affiftance of Kantakazemus , 
Amir. and had done him the greateft fervices under the moft dif- 

couraging difficulties. But fome differences he had with 
Sarkhan, who was called the fultan of Lydia, obliged him to 
return home to defend his own dominions, which were in¬ 
vaded by a popifh patriarch of Conjlantinople , at the head of 
an Italian army. He killed the patriarch before the altar at 
Smyrna, and put to the fword fome of his chief followers; 
but the main body of the Italians retired to a fort they had 
railed in the neighbourhood. 

The great diftance in which Amir's territories lay from 
Conjlantinople,^ rendered Orchards friendfhipof the greater imr- 
portanee to Kantakazemus. The politic Orchan was fenfible 
of this, and formally demanded the princefs Theodora , daugh¬ 
ter to the emperor, in marriage. It may, perhaps, be pro- 
per to put the reader in mind, that, notvvithftanding the vafl: 
difmembering an.d mutations which the Greek, or, as fome 
call it with more propriety, the Roman, empire had fuftained, 
Kantakazemus v/as ftift a great prince, not only on account of 
the territories he pofieffed, but becaufe the Greek emperor 
was held in veneration by the remoteft and moftv.barbarous 
people in tneeaft. It was a new and unheard-of thing that 
an infidel, and the fon 01 one who had, but the other day, 
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been no more than the captain of a band of lawlefs robbers 
and wanderers, Ihould demand in marriage the daughter of • 
a Greek emperor. 

Notwithstanding the Teeming advantage attending the Orcban 
alliance, the pride of Kantakazemus appears to have been demands 
{hocked at the demand. He confulted his general officers a “d mar- 
upon it, and they undemanding that Orcban , if his requeft r * e s the 
was granted, had promifed him to ferve againft all his ene- Greek 
mies as his fon and fubjeft, unanimously advifed him to emperor’s 
clofe with Orcban’s demand. He alfo applied to his friend daughter. 
Amir on the fame occafion; who moft generoufly represented 
the advantages attending Orchards offer, on account of the 
fituation of their mutual territories; and preffed him by all 
means to agree to the propofal. The anfwer therefore was 
favourable to Orcban' s courtihip. A noble efcorte, and a 
ftrong fquadron of Turkijh ihips, were fent to conduct her 
to her future hufband, to whofe commiffioner fhe was dili¬ 
ver ed, by her father and mother, at deliverea , with moft ex¬ 
traordinary pomp. 

It is not to be imagined, that either pride, difinterefted- His view* 
jiefs, or love, influenced Orcban on this occafion. The in the 
confequences (hew, that he courted this match and alliance, match, 
that his officers and troops might have opportunities of be¬ 
coming acquainted with Europe. He behaved afterwards to 
his father-in-law with great affe&ion, and all matters being 
accommodated between him and Palcologus , Orcban paid 
Kantakazemus a formal vilit, at Scutari, the famous caftle 
lying on the Bofphorus , oppofxte to Conjlantinople. The inter¬ 
view was exceedingly grand, and Kantakazemus and Orcban 
fat together at the fame table. It does not however appear, 
that Orcban went to Conjlantinople , though his wife did ; for 
he is faid to have remained on fhipboard. Soon after, Orcban 
fent a body of ten thoufand troops to affift Kantakazemus in He affills 
a quarrel, that had arifen between him and the prince, or th eflreeks. 
krai, of Servia. The Greeks, on this occafion, had a melan¬ 
choly fpecimen of what they were to expeeft from their new 
auxiliaries ; who indifcriminately plundered and murdered, diforderly 
under pretence, that the inhabitants were the emperor’s behaviour 
enemies. In flxort, whenever they had loaded themfelves of the 
with booty they returned home;'and the krai of Servia Turks* 
made ufe of that opportunity to befiege ThcJJalonica. The 
emperor renewed his demand for affiftance, and Orcban or¬ 
dered his fon Solyman to march af the head of twenty thou¬ 
fand men for that purpofe. |Iut Orcban appears not to have 
been in earneft, for after having ravaged the Greek territories 
in Bulgaria , he received orders- from his father to return; 
though we know of no enemy he had at that time. Next 
year however, being 1354, Orcban fent an army to affift the 
Cenoefe, fettled at Guttata, a fuburb of Conjlantinople , then at 
war with the Venetians , who were countenanced by thp em¬ 
peror. His motive for this, befides the capital one w£ have 
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Orchan. 


already mentioned, feems to have been avarice; the Genotfe 
affifts the being very rich, and having promifed him vaft fums of 
Genoe/e . money; and he fent an army, which encamped opposite to 

Conjlantinople, to their affiftance. 

Hh re- Every day now more and more convinced Kantakazemus 

Jieves the of Orchari s real view, which was no other, than to vet 
emperors - - ~~ .... s 

ion. 
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Mattheiv, the fon and fucceffor of Kantakaze - 
mus , who was befieged in A dr iample. On the other hand, 
Paleologus was aflifted by the Servians , and the Bulgarians ; 
but they were defeated by Solyman , who had raifed the fiege 
of Conflantinoplej. After this, Paleologus courted Solymaris 
Salyman's friendship, but the fubtile Turk declined entering into anv 

_i!_ __u* _ _* l _ • r * ' 


policy. 


He tab 

# * 

Ztmpe 

other 

places; 


l / -- - " - - o # ^ ****]( 

oftenfive engagements with him, though he promifed not to 
be his enemy. The motive for this caution was foon dif- 
cerned. For after the great fervices he had performed for 
Kantakazemus , he feized a great number of places in Thrace , 
and particularly the important fortrefs of Zimpe, As Orchan 
maintained a great fhew of juftice and moderation, Kanta- 
kazemus complained to him of his ion’s proceeding Soiyman 
appeared upon this occafion, to be a little refractory, and, in 
collufion with his father, he refufed to give up the fort, 
without having money to pay his troops. Kantakazemus 

him ten thoufand crowns of goid ; hut 
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which had been laid in a manner defolate by an earthquake; 
and after rebuilding and peopling them, he filled them with 
garrifons. The taking of Kalipoiis , the moft important city 
of the empire next to Conjlantinople , opened the eyes of Kan¬ 
takazemus, as to the true defign of the Ottoman princes. He 
complained to Orchan of his fan’s breach of faith, but re¬ 
ceived no fatisfa&ion but delays and fair promifes, though 
he had an interview with Orchan at Nichomedia. Orchan 
was then engaged in a war with the Tartars, and Solyman 
had taken Ancyra, and Katea , their two chief cities. Re¬ 
turning from this expedition, a fham agreement was made, 
between Orchan and Solyman on the one part, and KanUka- 
zemits on tne other, for the ledelivery of Kalipoiis, and the 
other places in Thrace * but it was never executed. 

It is no wonder, if, after this, Kantakazemus was out of 
zemus re- love with the world. He entered into a treaty with his 
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his brother-in-law in other matters; for he lent him five Orchan 
thoufand troops, in a quarrel he had with the krai of Servians affifts 
widow, who was immenfely rich. But fhe was fupported Matthew , 
by PaleologUs and Matthew’s auxiliaries, after ruining the 
country, Bed like cowards from the Servians , and he being 
taken prifoner, was forced to renounce all title to the em- who is 
pire. The account we have given, is the moft probable we forced to 
have, of the firft fatal footing the Turks obtained in Europe, renounce 
Their own hiftorians have reprefented it with very romantic the cm- 
circumflances attending it; as i k Solyman, attended by three pire. 
general officers, and no more than eighty men, had paffed improba- 
on a raft from JJia to Europe ; where under pretence ofbleac- 
hunting, they made themfelves mailers of the places in count, 
queftion. But this relation is inconfiftent with all other 
hiftories, by which it appears very plainly, that Solyman , 
long before that, had commanded armies, in thofe very 
territories; and could be no llranger to the fituation of the 
principal towns and cities. 

• About the year 1359, the whole province of Karipolis , Succefles 
followed the fate of Kalipolis , and came into Orchan s poflef- of Orchan . 
ffion. Some pretend that the taking of Kalipolis did not 
happen till after ^Matthezv's refignation of the imperial au¬ 
thority ; but nothing is more plain, than that it was at that : 

time in the hands of the Othmans\ though it is poffible, 
that he did not affert his claim to it as his own property, 
during the reigns of his father, and brother-in-law. Orchan, Orchan Te¬ 
nter this, exerted himfelf to the utmoft, to fecure and en- cures his 
large his footing in Europe. He fent his fecond fon Morad , footing in 
with a ffrong reinforcement to Solyman, who took Malgara , Europe . 
Ibfalam, and Epibatos , which lies in the' neighbourhood of 
Conflantinople. Fie then befieged, and, after lofing a great 
number of men, took Chirli , by which he cut off the com¬ 
munication by land, between Conjlanjlinople and A driample. 

In all thofe undertakings, Orchan was ferved bythr.ee famous Flis gene- 
generals, who were commonly called Ache Beg, Gazi Facile rals. 
and Ortnus Beg , the latter of whom was his favourite ; and is 
faid to have been defeended from the emperors of Tribezond. 

Solyman had exercifed fuch cruelties upon the inhabitants Death of 
when he took Chirli , that Morad made himfelf mailer of Solyman, 
Fergus, without a Broke; and then returned to A/ia. His 
brother Solyman did not long out-live thofe conquefis, for he 
was foon after killed by a fall from his horfe. Though this 
hat! a fatal effect upon the health of his father, whofe darling 
he was ; yet fo intent was Orchan upon his European con¬ 
quers, that he ordered Ache Beg to purfue them ; and that 
genera! is faid to have made himfelf mailer of Dydmiothykon , 
which we are told, though with no great probability, h 


43 * 


ordered to be rellored to the Greek emperor, at the requell: 
of his old friend and father-in-law, Kantakazemus. Soon 
after this he died of heart-break, for the lofs of his fon ; and of 
when, according to fome authorities, he was feventy years of Orchan. 
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6o 


Orchan'a 

cbara&er. 


virtues 
and mode* 
ration. 


Succeeded 
by his Ton 

florae/, or 

Amur at. 


bis policy 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

age, of which he had reigned thirty; though others pretend 
he was eighty years of age when he died. 

If we divert: ourfelves of that partiality, and thofe pre- 
poflefiions, which we are apt to entertain againft a prince 
by birth a barbarian, and by religion a Mahometan , we fliall 
have many lhining and even amiable qualities to admire in 
Orchan. It appears, from all authorities, that, far from ex¬ 
tending his dominions merely by cruelty and force, the 
people whom he fubdued, became his fubjedts on account of 
the lenity, and liberty they enjoyed under his government. 
In him, thofe liberal arts, that were pradfcifed in the eaft, 
found a patron and protestor; and he feems to have been 
a proficient in fome of them himfelf. Though, from the 
numerous religious houfes, of all kinds, that he built, he ap¬ 
pears to have been a ftridt Mahometan ; yet he was fo far 
from offering violence to the religion of his fultana queen, 
that we learn from her own father, £he not only had the 
free exercife of it, but made a great many converts in her 
hufband’s court. It cannot, indeed, be denied, that he long 
had projected the footing he gained in Europe , in prejudice 
of the Greek empire. But ambition was the virtue of his 
age and country, and Kantakazemus himfelf can be confider- 
ed as little better than an ufurper. Orchan , however, ma¬ 
naged matters towards him with great decency and mo¬ 
deration, and in all but his favourite point of obtaining a 
footing in Europe , he proved a ufeful and faithful ally to 
him, and in fuen a diftradted ftate, as the Greek empire then 
was, few princes would have adted with fo much temper as 
Orchan did. The vaft difference between the Byzantine, and 
Ottoman hiftories, in dates and fadts, in which both of them 
are miferably defedtive, leave us fo much in the dark, as to 
many particulars, that we only mention fadls, in which all 
are agreed, and perhaps, if the chronology of thofe fadls 
could be afeertained, the reign of Orchan might appear in a 
much more favourable light, than we, confiftently with 
our information, have dared to reprefent it. 

Nothing can give us a higher idea of the wifdom and 
policy of the firft Othman fukans, than by refledting that 
they left their empires fo fettled, that, like almoft all the 
others in the eaft, they were not broke to pieces in a few 
years, by quarrels and difagreements amongft their defend¬ 
ants. Morad mounted the Othman throne, and, amongft the 
firft adtions of his reign, was his reducing Adrianople , by 
means of Atebeki , his generaliftimo and firft minifter. He 
then extended his conquefts \n Thrace, and brought the whole 
of his acquifitions in Europe , which were called Rum Eli , 
under a regular government. Ormus was fo fuccefsful that 
the Sultan Amur at, for fo we fhall call him, was able to 
make an improvement upon his father’s military fyftem. For 
the number of the captives brought into his dominions be¬ 
ing very great, Amurat appointed commiffaries, who chofe 

every fifth of the moft robuft men amongft them ; and 

many 



OF THE WORLD. 61 

tnany thoufands being thus fet afide, he Tent them to Haiy and infti- 
Bektafh , a religious Turk , famous for his fan&ity and mira- tution of 
cles, defiring him to give them a banner, a name, and his the Jani- 
blelfing. The faint, in the true eaftern fpirit, fele&ing one fanes. 
of them, put the fleeve of his gown upon his head, faying, 

“ Let their name be Yenghicheri , let their vifages be always 
“ bright, their hands be vi&orious, and their fwords keen. 

“ Let their lances always hang over the heads .pf their foes, 

“ and wherever they march let tlfem always return with 
“ white countenances.” Such was the original of the order 
of the Yenghicheres, known to us by .the names of Janifaries ; 
and who have ever fince continued to be the flower of the 
Turkijh armies; and to this day the caps they wear upon 
their heads retain the form of the faint’s fleeve. 

Amurat foon reaped the benefit of this new military infti- His vaft 
tution, by many important conquefts he made in Europe , as conquefts, 
well zsmAJia. He became the arbiter of all the. princes, 
and governors in thofe parts, who had ftarted out of the 
ruins of Jenghiz Khan's empire; and about the year 1389, 
his dominions were fo much extended, that the Trallakians , 
Hungarians , Servians , Bulgarians , and other European nations, 
entered into a confederacy againft himfunder the command 
of Lazarus , the prince of Servian who appears to have been 
a Chrijlian. A bloody battle was fought between the two 
parties on the plain of Kofovia, in Servian victory declared for 
the Othmans , but a defperate Servian foldier, while Amurat 
was walking over the .field of battle, had ftrength, though 
wounded, to ftagger up to him, and to plunge a concealed 
dagger in his bread:, by which he immediately died. Such and death 
are all the interefting particulars we can with certainty re- by a . 
late of this great fultan; who, befides many other places Chrijiian 
and countries, added to the empire left him by his father, foldier. 
Ancyra , Adrianople , Felihe , Eftzf Zaghanna , Ipfala , Malgara , 

Batha , Z agara, and Gumutjina , and by marrying his fen 
Bajazet to the daughter of the prince of Phrygia Major , the 
Othmans acquired Kutahia , Egugoz , and Fufa unlike. The city 
of Elvadz , Emijhahr , Arjherith , Karagais, and Seydgjhri t with 
many others, became their tributaries. Amurat like wife Particular! 
took, but with great difficulty, the two ftrorfg caflles of of Amu- 
Bobria, and Kavallah ; with the greateft part of Albania, ra f s con- 
and other territories. We only now know their names, quells, 
which being Seljukian , were commonly thofe of the different U 
governors who pofiefled them, and are therefore immaterial. 

Their fituation and boundaries are equally unknown to us, 
becaufe of the many different hands through which they 
palled, and their continual wars, by which they were ftill 
either lofing, or enlarging their territories. We have 
thpught proper to throw the names of the principal places 
Amurat conquered together in this manner; becaufe, though 
we know he did conquer them, we have no hiftorian to con¬ 
duct us in the chronology, or order of his a&ions. He was 

' killed 
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killed in the feventy-firft year of his age, and the thirtieth of 
his reign. Amurat is celebrated for his fortitude, abftinenee, 
and modefty, after he came to his fovereignty; and he is 
faid to have been always clothed in fo£F, or woollen. 

He is fuc- 4 ^ u Ytizidy whom in compliance with the European pro¬ 
ceeded by nuhciation, we fliall call Bajazet, fucceeded his father, who, 
his fon J according to the Greek writers, had put out the eyes of his 
Bajazet, el deft fon Sazvy, for confpiring againft him. Bajazet had a 

younger brother called Yakub , who attempting to make fome 
His cruel- difturbances upon his fucceffion to the throne, was by his 


ty, and 


orders ftrangled, and Lazarus , the prince of Servia, who 


conqusfts, had been taken prifoner, was put to death, though fome 

fay he fell in the battle. Bajazet’s firft exploits were againft 
the Servians , whom he fubdued. After that he conquered 
all Iconia , and banifhed Yejje, the fon of At in, to Nice . The 
prince of Phrygia Major , as we have feen, was his father-in- 
law, but that did not protect him from Bajazet’ s ambition j 
which ftript him of his capital Kotiakum, and all his king¬ 
dom ; and then fent him a prifoner to Ipfala. His name was 
Karmian Ogti. The prince of Karimania, who was brother- 
in-law to Bajazet , by marrying his lifter, to avoid the like 
fate, made war upon Bajazet’s enemies the Moldavians’, 
whofe country he ravaged; and at firft defeated Stephen , the 
prince of it, a man of extraordinary fpirit and valour. For 
being obliged to fly to Nemps after his defeat, his mother, 
who commanded the garrifon there, refufed him admittance, 
faying, that Ihe would fee him dead, rather than he fhould 
owe his fafety to a woman. Stephen , alhamed, retires, and 
getting together twelve thoufand of his fubje&s, he attacked 
and routed the Karimanian army. Bajazet was then upon 
his march to take JeJJi, the capital of Moldavia , but Stephen 
but is de- purfuing his good fortune, gave him a total defeat, and 
feated by obliged the mighty Bajazet to fly,; almoft unattended, to 


Stephen , 
He re- 


Adrianople. 


duces Ka- 


The prince of Karimania, who had great fubje&s of com¬ 
plaint againft Bajazet , upon this, attacked his AJiatic domi- 
ramama. nions. But Bajazet, whofe epithet was lldarim , or the like 
- name, for his incredible a&ivity, while every one thought 

his affairs ruined, got together an army, defeated the Kari¬ 
manian, and put him to death ; by which all Karimania was 
reduced. After this, Bajazet palling into Europe, took feveral 
forts and towns upon the Danube’, and returning to Ajia, 
Kadi Burban, the prince of Kef aria, befides many other fine 
cities and territories, furrendered to him the important city 
of Selves, or Sebajlia ; and continued ever after Bajazet’s 
faithful friend and fervant. After this, he became mafter of 
a vaft number of important places and countries ; but un¬ 
fortunately the Turks and Greeks ,1 having different names, 
. ... fome times three or four for the fame places and provinces, 

°. hllt0 * modern authors have been led into vaft confufion and un-* 
nans. certainty upon that account. We are told that he feized 

Karia % 


Confufion 
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Karla, zn&Lytya, and that Kedar, the prince of Lydia and 
Jolia, fubmitting to him, Bajazet gave him his daughter in 
marriage, but foon after had him difpatched by poifon. He 
then reduced Philadelfia, and returning to Europe , he repair¬ 
ed and fortified, in a very ftrong manner, Kalipolis. 

While Bajazet was in,Europe, his provinces in Afm Minor Bajazet 
were attacked and laid wafte by Kutrum, who is called the fubdues 
prince of Kajlamoni\ Bajazet, with his ufual celerity, repaired KajlamonU 
the Straits with his army, and Kutrum happening to die, 
jffindar Beg , upon his making his fubmiffions to Bajazet, 
took pofleflion of all his towns and territories. Notwith¬ 
standing all the confulion that we find in Bajazefs hiftory, 
it feems to be pretty certain, that, about the year 1391, he was 
mailer of all Bytbynia,' Phrygia, Bulgaria, and Karia ; and 
carried his arms into Pamphtlia. The affairs of the Greek DIftrac- 
empire were then in terrible diforder. The emperor "John tions in 
Paleologus, and other princes of his family, had by their the Greek 
ambaffadors, and in their own perfons, endeavoured to roufe empire, 
the Chrijlian princes on the continent of Europe to a fenfe 
of their danger, from the growing power of the Othmans, 
but more efpecially the infatiable ambition of Bajazet. The 
popes, the Venetians , and fome other trading powers, had 
iometimes aflifted the emperors with money, but it was lo 
miferably mifemployed, that they Ihut up all the Greek 
empire in a manner within the walls of Conjlantinople, 
which Bajazet earneftly wilhed to become mailer of. With Bajazet 
this view he built greater naval armaments than the attempts 
Othmans , or apy Turkijh nation had ever feen before ; and to take 
raifed a cityto cut off the communication between Europe Con/tanti - 
and Afia. This city lies at Bogaz Geiheihd, or the PaJJage nople. 
of the Straits, and is fituated between the Propontis , and the 
mountains of Nicea , from whence the people of Conjlantinople 
ufed to draw their materials for (hip-building. Thofe pre¬ 
cautions being taken, Bajazet marched and encamped his 
army under the very walls of Conjlantinople , and prepared to 
befiege it. 

But the Greek emperor John, though thus reduced, was Strength 
ftill very powerful within the walls of his capital. Many of that 
of his fubje£ls, efpecially thofe who had fettled there for the capital, 
lake of commerce, were immenfely rich; and it was not 
the intereft of the powers of Europe, that they fhould be 
plundered by Othman Turks. Add to this, that the place 
was well fortified, and the garrifon, as well as the inhabit¬ 
ants, who were incredibly numerous, was very ftrong, and 
while the European powers were mailers of the fea, as they 1 

were, Bajazet could have no profpedt of being able to reduce 
the place by famine. The Othman, however, feemed to be 
infenfibie to all thofe confiderations, and to be determined 
to proceed in the liege. It was with difficulty he was divert¬ 
ed from this refolution, by his firft minifter, who advifed to 
fet on foot a treaty with the governor, as they haughtily 

called 
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called the emperor of Conjlantinople. John had no power fo 
difpute the terms propofed, or rather prefcribed, by Bajazet, 
The em- They were, that John Ihould pay an annual tribute to Baja- 
peror be- zet ; that Mahometans fbould be allowed places of worlhip, 
comes tri- a hall of judgement, and a kadi or magistrate of their own 
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in Conjlantinople , and that Manuel , the emperor’s fon,fliould, 
with one hundred followers, attend Bajazet in an expedition 
he was juft about to enter upon, againft the Turks of Pam- 
philia; all which terms John agreed to. , 

Bajazet accordingly marched into Pamphilia , which war 
being fucce.fsfully finifhed, he returned to Europe \ but was 
alarmed when he faw that the Greek emperor, during his 
abfence, had made avaft number of additional fortifications 
to his capital. Bajazet 1 s fleet, in the mean time, had burnt 
the city of Kiho , and had ravaged the ifles of the Archipe¬ 
lago, and had endeavoured to cut off the communication 
between Europe and Afta ; which indicated that he was re- 
folved, at all events, to attempt the conqueftof Conjlantinople. 
He fummoned John to demolish the additional fortifications 
he had made, threatening, that if he did not, he would order 
the eyes of his fon Manuel to be plucked out. Such re. 
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peated misfortunes and indignities broke the heart of John , 
and Manuel had the good fortune to avoid the fate intended 
him, by efcaping from Perjia to Conjlantinople; where he 
took poffeffion of the imperial throne. His efcape highly 
exafperated Bajazet, and, after fending Manuel many info- 
lent meffages, he returned once more into Thrace , which he 
filled with his ravages, and took TheJJalonica. After that, he 
fent Tarkan, one of his generals, to lay the country wafte 
about the Eupcine Sea , while another of his barbarians, Abra- 
nejus , falling into the Morea , ravaged A hay a, and Lacedemon . 
Thus the once populous and flouriihing ftates of Athens , 
Sparta, and the other cities-of Greece , the feats of liberty, 
literature, of all that was noble, and of all that was polite j 
ftates that checked the invafions of Xerxes , at the head of 
about a million of men, were abandoned to the ravages of 
brutal Turks j and bv what appears from hiftorv. were 


by what appears from hiftory, were 


and block¬ 
ades Con- 


obliged to fubmit without ftriking a ftroke. Bajazet then, 
with his own army, formed the blockade of Conjlantinople 
in fuch a manner, both by fea and land, that the inhabitants 


Jlantinople not receiving their ufual fupplies from Europe , were in 

danger of foon being in want of all the neceflaries of life. 
He de- Manuel found means to let the pope, and the other princes 
jFeats the of Europe , know the dreadful fituation he was in and a 


Ghrifttans 


kind of crufade, at the head of which was Sigifmund , king 
of Hungary, immediately took place. The Chrijlian army 
confiftea of one hundred and thirty thoufand European troops, 
chiefly Englijh , or fubjefts to the king of England, French , 
Italians, Germans , and Hungarians ; and, having rendez- 
voufed.in Hungary, they laid fiege to Nicopolis. The count 
of Nevers, afterwards d uke of Burgundy, commanded under 

Sigijmundi 
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Sigiftnund ; and, at firft, the Chriftians retook feveral places, 
and obtained many advantages againft the TurkSi 

Bajazet having intelligence of thofe proceedings, refolved 
to put the fate of his empire upon checking Sigiftnund ; and 
therefore calling in his parties and armies, raifed the blockade 
Or, as others, call it, the fiege of Gvnjlantiftople j and, after 
burning all his fcaling-laddersj and other machines, marched 
with the whole towards Nicctpolis. Sigiftnund was but a young 
man and covetous of glory ; he turned the fiege of Nicopolis 
into a blocade, and marched, with the main body of his ar¬ 
my, againft Bajazet. 

This was what the Othman moft wanted, for he was afraid 
th'at the Chriftians , having fecured their retreat over the Da¬ 
nube. , would have forced him to attack them in their intrench-^ 
ments. Underftanding that Sigiftnund approached, he divided 
his army into two bodies: the foremoft was commanded by 
his generals; and the latter, which was placed fo as to be 
concealed from the fight of the Chriftians , and confifted of 
his janifaries, and the beft troops he had, was commanded 
by him himfelf. The Chriftians thought that the whole of 
Bajazet’s army confifted of his firft divifion, and the French 
begged for the honour of beginning the attack. As ufual, 
they did it with fuch an impetuofity, that they bore.down all 
before them j and they were feconded by Germans , Flemings, 
and other nations, till, continuing their purfuit too far, Ba - 
jazet and his janifaries feparated the rear from their van, 
and began a moft amazing (laughter, very little quartet being 
given. The French , who were the moft forward, were all He defeats 
cut in pieces, excepting the count o fNevers, and a few prin- Chrtf- 
cipal officers, who were made prifoners, and fpared by the tians * n a 
tyrant, on account of the great ranfoms they were afterwards bloody 
obliged to pay. As to the rear, they were either cut in pieces battle, 
or pulhed into the Danube , where they perilhed $ while Sigif- 
mund t who had not borne his command with much equani- , 
mity, was fortunate enough to repafs the Danube in a pitiful 
yawl. 

Bajazet , after this great viCtory, refumed his operations He renews 
againft Conjlantinople j but he found it in a more formidable the fiege 
ftate than it was in when he left it; and perceived that he of Con - 
could not reduce it without a vaft expence of blood. He had J'tantino- 
in his army a prince of the Paleologue family, named John. He. pie. 
was the fon of Jndronicus , Manuel's elder brother 5 fo that, 
in fadt, he was the la.wful heir of the Greek empire. Bajazet 
made this prince his toolj and fent a public meffage, offer¬ 
ing to defift fromhoftilities, if Manuel would yield his throne: 
to the lawful heir. At theTame time, he promifed Johngrezt 
advantages, if, as foon as he was pofielled of Cdnftatitinople , 
he would refign it-to.biiU- t John feemed to agree to this pro- 
pofal very readily, and dillembled fo effectually, that Ba¬ 
jazet left him with the command often thoufand Turks , and 
drew off his main bodv to a great diftance from the city. 

Vol. VIII, ' F T hi 
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but is out- The Gonflantinopolitans , ever wavering, .(hewed fuch dif- 
witted ia pofitions to embrace Bajazet’s propofal, that Manuel could not 
his defign refift them. He entered into treaty with John, and, refign- 
to become ing to him the empire, he had liberty to fet fail, with his fa- 
mailer of mily and effedls, on board the gallies that were in the har- 
it, bour, for Europe. John, upon this, took quiet pofleffion of 

Conjlantinople ; but Bajazet, who had promifed to make him 
king of Morea , was amazed when he refufed to give up Con¬ 
jlantinople . Bajazet , at that time, however, was in no con¬ 
dition to force him j but, in lieu of Conjlantinople , was obliged 
to accept of Salivrea , the only other town tnat remained to 
the Paleologue family. 

The caufe of this moderation in Bajazet was the irruption 
of Tamerlan (of which and its motives we have given an am¬ 
ple account) into his dominions. Some authors, not with¬ 
out great probability, fay that Tamerlan was implored, by 
letters from the Greek emperor, to come to his relief. Be 
this as it will, it is certain that Tamerlan’s ambition, and the 
growing greatnefs of Bajazet , were more than fufficient for 
impelling him to make war upon the Otbman ; for,, though 
Bajazet was a Mahometan, yet, when his avarice or intereft 
were concerned, he made no difference in religions, but 
treated all with equal rapacioufnefs and cruelty. 

Bajazet The reader, in the former part of this hiftory, hath feen 
attacked, the event of the war between Tamerlan and Bajazet , and of 
defeated, the battle of Ancyra , in which Bajazet was defeated and taken, 
and taken prifoner. We {hall therefore only mention that a body of 
prifoner European troops in Bajazet’s army were compofed of Servians, 
by Tamer - and are reported to have been commanded by an European , by 
lan. fame called Paftr Laus, and by others Stephen. He is faid to 

have been the fon of Lazarus , prince of Servia, who was killed 
in, or after, the battle of KaJJ'ova. His filler had been mar¬ 
ried, as European authors pretend, to Bajazet, who allowed 
Stephen, in confideration of her being diflradtedly fond of 
him, to keep part .of his dominions. She retained the exer- 
cife of the Chrijlian religion in her own apartments j and had 
fo much influence over Bajazet, that file prevailed upon him 
- to drink wine, and to indulge himfelf in luxuries, to which 
the princes of the houfe of Uthman. had always been ftrang- 
ers. 

After the battle, this princefs fell into the hands of Tamer¬ 
lan, who is faid to have been touched with her charms ; but 
Ending {he was averfe to changing her religion, fent her to 
Bajazet. When we confider, however, who this-princefs 
was, and to whom £he was married/ we can have no exalted 1 
opinion either of her religion or delicacy. I have, in another 
place, given my reafons for believing that the ftory of Tamer¬ 
lan’s {hutting upBajazet in an iron cage, is not fuch a fusion 
as fome modern writers feem to imagine. • There is reafon, 
it is true, for believing that he afterwards releafed him fro>r 
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that {hameful confinement, and treated him with uncommon 

generofity. 

Bajazet is faid to have died at Egridur, on the. twenty-third His death, 
of March , 1403. But authors neither agree as to the place 
or manner of his death ; feme fay that it happened by poifon, 
arid others by a fit of an apoplexy ; while a third kind fay 
that he daftied his brains out againft the grates-of his iron 
cage. 

We know little of his character but by his a&ions ; and cha« 
wherein an amazing quicknefs of thought, and rapidity in raSer. 
execution, appear to have fubdued all his enemies till he was 
himfelf fubdued by a conqueror, who, in power, as well as 
in experience and policy, far exceeded himfelf, and, at leaft, 
equalled him in courage. He is faid to have been very fond 
of archite&ure and works of magnificence, many of which 
he ere&ed ; and to have been implacable in his tits of paf- 
fion. He died in the fifty-eighth year of his age, and the 
fifteenth of his reign. 

* 

the Hijtory of the Othman Turks, from the Reign of 
Bajazet, in the year 1403, to the taking of Conftan- 
tinople, in 14.62. 

JfAJAZET according to the beft authorities, loft his His em-.. 

eldeft fon, Mu/lapha , in the battle of Ancyra ; but left fire di- 
behind him three others, wliofe names were Szlyman , Mufa , vided. 
and Mohammed ; all of whom tafted of empire, though the 
youngeft was the only one who lived to poflefs his father’s 
undivided territories. Happily for the Othman line, Tamer¬ 
lan's more important concerns in other parts of his vaft do¬ 
minions, did not admit of his taking time to fecure the con- 
queftof Bajazet ’s countries, either for himfelf or his pofterity. 

Bajazet' s eldeft fon, whofe fir-name was Chelebi , oc the gentle* 
a common epithet, in thofe days, to the fons of fultans, 
efcaped from the battle of Ancyra time enough there to fecure 
his father’s treafures, and the allegiance of the European ar¬ 
my, by whom he was faluted emperor. 

We are told, however, that the emperor Manuel? who Solyrtwn 
had, forfome time, been in exile in Europe , upon Bajazet’s reigns in 
death, recovered his empire of Conjlantinople ; and was ap- Europe. 
plied to for affiftance by Solyman, who made him great cef- His treaty 
lions of dominion upon Manuel promifing him his prote&ion with the 
and affiftance ; and, that Solyman propofed to referve to him- Greek ern- 
felf, of all the territories his father had conquered from the peror. 
Greek emperor, only the fovereignty of Thrace . This feems b 
to agree ill with what we are told by other authors, as if 
Manuel had acknowledged Tamerlan his fuperior; nay, that 
Solyman himfelf had made his fubmiffions to the conqueror. 

F 2 But 
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But thofe inconfiftencies are frequent in the hiftories of 
princes of the Greek and Turkijh dinafties. It is probable 
that Solyman , finding Tamerlan was obliged to leave thofe 
parts, behaved to him with fome haughtinefs j and thatTij- 
merlan , on that account, beftowed on his brother Mvfa the 
inveftiture of all his father’s, Bajazet's, dominions ; telling 
him, that he loved power lefs than he did a noble mind. 
Tamerlan, at the fame time, reftored to their dominions all 
the petty princes whom Bajazet had difpoflfefled ; which, up¬ 
on his departure, made thofe countries fo many fcenes of 
blood and ruin; but this does not fall within our plan to T ?~ 
count. Some were favoured by Solyman , who is likewife 
called Mufulman, and fome by his brother Mufa. 

Character Solyman was brave, and a good foldier; but debauched 
of Solyman and luxurious; and, finding out Tamerlan’s partiality to his 

brother Mufa, who refided at Prufa, he advanced againft him 
at the head of his European army. Mufa fled before him; 
and Solyman took pofieflion of Prufa, where he plunged 
himfelf into all manner of pleafures. At this time, his bro¬ 
ther Mufa, being refufed fhelter by all the neighbouring 
princes, who flood in awe of Solyman, crofted the Hellefpont, 
and fled even as far as TVallakia. Here he was joined by a 
number of foldiers of fortune, or rather free-booters, who 
enlifted under him in hopes of fharing the fpoils of his bro¬ 
ther’s empire. As to Solytnan, he ftill continued his revels 
and debauches at Prufa ; while his brother made himfelf 

, mafter of Adrianople, in the year 1406. 

He defeats j$ ut Solyman, who, when fober, was one of the braveft 

Mufa, an( j accompliflied princes of the age, fhaking off his 

vrces, aflembled his army, and, advancing towards Adriano - 
pie, he obliged his brother once more to fly to TVallakia. His 
retreat proved fatal to Solyman, who, plunging himfelf once 
more into pleafures, forgot that he was either a king or a 
man ; and fuffered the affairs of his empire to go to ruin. 
His thoughtlefs diffipation, and neg!e& of every thing relat¬ 
ing to government, notwithftanding all his amiable qualities, 
difgufted his chief officers and minifters fo much, that they 
entered into a correfpondence with Mufa, who, favoured by 
them, aflembled an army and furprized Adrianople, where 
but is fur- Solyman was. He had but juft time to efcape from thence at 
prized i» the head of a few horfemen, and directed his flight to Con- 
hisde- Jlantinople ; but he was killed upon the road ; fome fay du- 
bauches r j R g a debauch that he made; and others, by the hands of 
and killed three brothers, to revenge other two of their brothers, whom 

he had Unadvifedly killed : and by this Mufa became poflefl’ed 
'of Adrtanople and all the dominions of Solyman , who, though 
. he reigned near three years, is riot reckoned amongft the 

Qthman fultans. 

M fa de- Bajazefs empire had now two competitors for it. Mufa, 
feats the who reigned, at Adrianople-, and Mohammed, who was pof- 

Hungari - fefled of Amafia , and feveral other territories in A ft a. The 

am. latter 
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latter, having chaftifed fome robbing Tartan , prepared to 
inarch againft Mufa ; who, terrified at his approach, offered 
to refign to him his pretenfions upon all their father’s Afiatie 
territories; and, as a proof of his fincerity, he made war 
• upon the Chrijlians, and invaded the territories of Sigifmund, 
the king of Hungary, whom he defeated in a terrible battle 
near the city of Samandria, almoft upon the banks of the 
‘Danube. This victory, however, and many other advan¬ 
tages he obtained, was, by the Turks , afcribed to his gene¬ 
rals Korjhah Muluk and the famous Ormus Beg. 

Muj'a himfelf was gentle, generous, and a lover of juftice 
and moderation ; qualities which thofe barbarians copftrued 
into effeminacy and cowardice. Mohammed, therefore, be¬ 
ing, in their eyes, a more a&ive prince, the two generals 
above mentioned, with other principal officers of Mufa's ar¬ 
my, invited him to take pofleffion of the whole of the Otto¬ 
man empire; which, they faid, muft be ruined if it conti¬ 
nued to be divided. Mohammed took their advice, and Mufa 
was obliged to fly to Servia ; where that prince furnifhed him 
with the means of repofleffing himfelf of Adrianople, which 
he did, Mohammed being obliged, by the advanced feafon of 
the year, to return to Prufa. 

Mufa , ignorant, perhaps, of the treachery of his two ge¬ 
nerals, or from a principle of clemency, pardoned them 
both, though they fell into his hands upon his retaking Adri¬ 
anople ; and both of them repeated their treafons, by again 
inviting Mohammed into Europe. According to the Greek Accounts 
hiftorians, Mufa , upon this occafion, fhewed himfelf a true of the 
Turk , and fell upon the cities and countries that had been Greek 
ceded by Soly?nan to Manuel ; and, after committing prodi- hiftorians. 
gious ravages, he, at laft, befieged Conjlantinople itfelf. Up¬ 
on this, Manuel invited Mohammed, who, by Mufa 1 s fue- 
cefles, feems, at this time, to have dropped his pretenfions 
to his European dominions, to his afliftance. Moharrimed and 
his army, accordingly, by the favour of Mamiel, who pro- 
mifed him all his afliftance for making him foie fultan of the 
Othmans, threw themfelves into Conjlantinople ; where they 
made a vigorous defence, but were defeated in two fallies. 

Upon this he propoied to the emperor to make a diversion, 
and to pafs the Propontis ; which Manuel agreeing to, the med joins 
propofal had the deiired effedl; for Mohammed landing in Manuel, 
Europe , divided his army into two bodies; one of which 
marched towards the Euxine Sea, the other towards Adriano¬ 
ple. Mufa purfoed them ; but, his troops being corrupted and kills 
by the treachery of his generals, who had once more gone his bro- 
over to Mohammed, he was deferred by them, and flaiij Dy a ther. 
private man, whom Mohammed afterwards made a great ge¬ 
neral. ^ 

The Turkijh hiftorians, however, fpeak nothing of Muffs 
Jjefieging Conjlantinople ; but fay that he was taken prjfoner 

Fa by 



7 © 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

.by one of bis brother’s foldiers, and, by his order, put to 
death. But the former account, which is given by Dukas , 
the Greek hiftorian, who was upon the fpot at the time, is, 
by far, the moft probable. 

Moharn - Mohammed was now without a competitor, and proclaimed 

med foie foie fultan of the Othmans at Adrianople. His fir ft warlike 
fultan. .atchievement was to humble the prince of Kararnania, called 

Karaman Ogli ; whom, after twice rebelling, he generoufly 
pardoned, but took from himfome of his ftrong places. He 
next marched againft Iffindar , the prince of Kajlamoniy whom 
he defeated and killed, and feized upon his treafures and do¬ 
minions. 

As Karaman Ogli had furprized, plundered, and demolilhed 
the city of Prufa^ Adahammed rebuilt it. But that fultan’s 
memory is valuable for nothing fo much as the fidelity with 
which he fulfilled his engagements to the emperor Manuel j 
to'whom, for the afliftance he afforded him againft Mufa , he 
had promifed him the places that had been taken from the 
Greeks , on the Euxine Sea , the Propontis , and in Phefjalia j all 
which be faithfully reftored upon Manuel's requifition. He 
told the Greek ambaffadors, at the fame time, that he confi- 
dered Manuel as his father, and that he fhould be ever obedi¬ 
ent to his will and direction. About this time, he alfo re¬ 
ceived ambaffadors from the princes of Greece , with all whom 
he made peace, and wifhed that the God of peace might 
punilh rhe party by whom it was violated. 

The Greek empire, through the good faith of Adohammed , 
began now to raife its head ; and that prince faw it without 
jealoufy.; for, afeer Manuel had fucceisfully finifhed an ex¬ 
pedition he had undertaken into Moj'ea, he and the fultan had 
an interview together at Kallipoli-,'and Mohammed even dined 
on board one oi the emperor’s gallies. 

Rebelbon One Chuneid , whom Solyman had made governor of Bulga- 
of Chuneid ria y had furprized Epbefus , Smyrna , and Thyra 5 and, in all 
quathsd thofe places, had been guilty of great cruelties. Mohammed 
by thelul- went a* - the head of an army to reduce him; and, in this ex¬ 
tan. pedition, he was affitted by the princes of Phocea , the Higher 

Phrygia , Karia y Lejbos , Chio, and even the great matter of 
Rhodes, i he latter prince had had fome footing in Smyrna 
during the ufurpation of Chuneid , and had almoft compleated ’ 
a fort there. Smyrna being befieged and taken by Mobam - 
med\ with the afiittance of thofe princes, the fultan gave or¬ 
ders for demolittiing the grand-matter’s fort. The latter re- 
fented this proceeding fo far as even to make reprizals atfea; 
but Mohammed , with great moderation, reprefented to him 
the necellityof demolittiing that fort, which was a perpetual 
bone of contention between the. Turks and Chri/lians; till, at 

laft, he pacified him, by gi ving him leave to build another fort 
upon the confines or Karla and Lycia. 

The defign of building fuch forts is not extremely credit¬ 
able, they being intended, and maintained, as places of re¬ 
fuge 
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fuge for runnagate flaves, who were called c< The freed of 
St. Peter ” from the name of the fort. 

Mohammed behaved with equal moderation and juftice to His mo- 
all the other princes who ferved in his army, many of whom deration, 
were Cbrijlians , and all of them were charmed with his mild- 
nefs and affability. We may place thofe tranfa&ions about 
the year 1417. 

Chuneid finding himfelf unable to refift, fubmitted to. His fleet 
and was pardoned by, Mohammed , who fent a fleet to chaf- entirely 
tife a prince called the duke of Naxos. This duke was an defeated 
ally to the Venetians , and lord of feveral other iflands in the by the 
Archipelago ; but had negle&ed to recognize the fupremacy Venetians 
which the Houfe of Othman claimed over thofe iflands. The 
fleet fitted out againft him by Mohammed confided of thirty 
gallies, ail of which were deftroyed, and their crews put to 
thefword, bv the duke’s, allies the Venetians , who were then 
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Conjlantinople , where they were received by Manuel 


med's kindnefs to him. 
Tbejjaloni 


Moham 


to Hiffory of 


Manuel by the houfe of Othman , and had, ever fince he came Mujl 
into poffeffion of it, been an eye-fore to Mohammed's fubjefts. pretended 
Mnjlapha , the eldeft fon of Bajazet , was flain in the battle or real fon 
of Ancyra, but his body never had been found. According oiBajazet. 
to Dukas , the fame Bajazet had a fourth fon, v/hofe name 
likewise was Muftapha , and who, on account of his tender 
age, had been left at home when that battle was fought. In 
the year 1419, Mohammed ’, underftanding that Karaman Qgli 
had been guilty of new excefles, and had even been barba¬ 
rous enough to burn the body of his father Bajazet , marched 
with his army into Afia, where he took the city of Kogni, or 
Jconium, which belonged to Karaman , and laid his other do¬ 
minions walle with fire and fword. 


Adrianopl\ 


ph 


f Nicopolis 


MuJta 
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ing his treachery, fufpe&ed him to be the author of the im- 
pofture, and ordered his head to be ftruck off- Chuneid\ 
however, evaded the blow, joined Muftapha , raifed a great 
army of Turks dnd IVallakians, and, falling upon Thejjalia , 
they deftroyed Z agara, and even laid fiege' to Nicera , if 
we may believe the Turkijh hiftorians. Mohammed was 
alarmed at the progrefs of the impoftor* who, by the above- 
mentioned hiftorians, is faid to have been the domeftic of a 
petty prince *, and, marching with an army to oppofe him, 
the rebels were defeated. But Chuneid was purfued and ad¬ 
mitted into TheJJalonica , by Demetrius Lafcaris , Manuel's go- 
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vcrnor of that city. Mohammed demanded that the traitor 
fhould be given up to him ; but readily agreed to wait till 
Lafcaris could know the emperor’s own fentiments on that 
head. 

He is B,y the manner in which thofe princes proceeded, it is 

made pri- more than probable that he who is called the pretended Muf- 
forier. tapha , was a real fon of Bajazet , and known to be fuch both 

by Manuel and Mohammed. Manuel refufed to deliver him 
up, but offered to keep him and Chuneid prifoners all their 
lives, upon the emperor’s paying him three hundred thoufand 
afpers a year for their maintainance. What is ftill more re¬ 
markable, Manuel was to have the entire difpofal of them af¬ 
ter the fultan’s death ; and was at liberty to adlas his fuccef- 
Moham - for fhould deferve. This infurredlion, however, drew Mo¬ 
ated in- hammed's arms into Wallakia ; where he took fo many places, 
vades and built fo many forts* that the country confented to pay a 
Wallakia. tribute and to give him hoftages. 

A remark- An impoftor of a different kind caufed likcwife confidcra- 
able reli- ble trouble to Manuel.' His name was Prekligia , by birth a 
gious im- peafant,but a prophet by profeffion. This impoftor preached 
poller up a religion fomewhat like the Ckriftian , for he aftecled to 

be of that profeffion, in fome points, but extravagant in 
others. It confifted in a kind of levelling principle, for he 
recommended an equality and community in all things but in 
women. His drefs was modeft and fimple ; and he preached 
up poverty to bis difciples. He appeared in a place oppo- 
lite to the iile of Chio, near the Stilarian mountains, at the 
defcatsthe mouth of the Ionian Gulph. Being affifted in his impoftures 
Otbman by an old Greek monk of Kandia , who pretended that 
generals, Prekligia could walk upon the fea, be obtained fo great cre¬ 
dit, that his followers defeated, with great/laughter, in two 
different battles, Alobanmed' s two governors of Iconia and 
Lydia. 

but is Upon this, Mohammed put his fon Amur at at the bead of 
himfelf an army, which was commanded, under him, by Bajazet , 
defeated his favourite minifter, who, with great difficulty, forced the 
and put faftneffes of the one coated men $ fo called from their imi- 
to death, fating the drefs of their prophet, and put them all to the 

fword. It is remarkable, that none of thofe wretches, at 
their death, could be prevailed on to abjure their profeffion ; 
their leader was nailed to a crofs, and carried through the 
ftreets -of Ephefus , after fuffering the greateft torments ; 
and, after his "death, his infatuated followers believed he 
would come again to life. 

According to the order of time, this rebellion muft have 
been fupprelfed fix years before the death of Mohammed\ for 
Amurai , his fon, who commanded, was no more than twelve 
years of age. In his return through Afia and Lydia , Bajazet 
was fo apprehenfive of the e{Feels of Piekligia's dodirine, that 
he put to the fword all the Turkijh monks who profeffed it. 

As 
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As to Amur at, though fo young, his father was fo well fatif- 
fied with his conduct and capacity, that he made him gover¬ 
nor of Amafta , but put about him able counfellors. 

The reft of Mohammed ?s reign was employed in regulating Conclu- 
thc affairs of his government. But, amongft: the 1 aft adtions fion of 
of his life, was his reducing Old Kalipolis, Tar kit, and Herg- Mob am- 
he. Mohammed, upon his return from that expedition, was med's 
feized with a diforder, by fome faid to have been the apo- reign, 
plexy, by others a flux, which afterwards proved mortal. 

His eldeft fon, Amurat, was, at that time, at the head of an 
army in Thrace, and at a vaft diftance. Mohammed, finding, 
his end approaching, was fenfible of the great importance of 
keeping his death a fecret till the arrival of his eldeft fon; 
and he gave a ftridt charge to his two vizirs, Bajazet and 
Ibrahim, for that purpofe. 

The Greek hiftorian, Dukas, tells us, that he recommended His dif- 
the care of his two younger fons (one of them eight, the pofitions, 
other only feven, years of age), to Manuel, the Greek empe¬ 
ror, from a political as well as a natural reafon; for he 
thought, that, beftdes thereby fecuring his children’s lives 
from the jealoufy of their elder brother, Amurat muft be kept 
within the bounds of moderation by their being alive. He death, 
died in the forty-feventh year of his age, after having reigned 
a foie fultan almoft nine years. The time of his death is 
fixed to the year 1421. 

Tho’ the reign of an Ottoman fultan is become almoft ano- and cha- 
ther word for tyranny, cruelty, and perfidy, yet the hiftory of rafter, 
few nations in Europe can match a prince endued with fuch 
fentiments of juftice, friendfhip, and moderation, as Mo¬ 
hammed appears to have been. He mounted the throne of 
Ottoman at a time when the fmalleft efforts of confederacy 
amongft the Chrijlians muft have dtiven the Turks out of Eu¬ 
rope, and have even recovered the Greek empire in Afia. Mo¬ 
hammed was fenfible of that, and took care betimes to make 
Manuel his friend. Manuel, on the other hand, perceived it 
to be far more his intereft to lye under obligations to Mohatn- 
tned. Thus both princes, in fa£t, adled upon motives of in¬ 
tereft as well as juftice. Mohammed knew that he never 
could be much affedted by the Ghriflian powers, while A 4 a- 
nuel was his friend ; but we have fcarcely, perhaps, in hif¬ 
tory, a parallel of fuch inviolable faith, honour, and confi¬ 
dence, as Mohammed fhewed towards Manuel, notwithftand- 
ing all the provocations given him by the latter. His juftice 
and gratitude is equally confpicuous in other refpedts. 

Upon the death of his father, and the divifions between 
his two elder brothers, he was eagerly fought for by Tamer¬ 
lan's orders. He was attended by a (lave named Bajazet, Fidelity of 
and he fled to the mountains of Galatia , where he under- a flave. 
went fuch inexnreflible miferies, that his feet bein" fwelied, 

A 4 ^ (- J ^ 

he muft either have pcri/hed or been taken* had not Bajazet 

for feveral days carried him upon his back, and expofed him- 
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felf to the extremity of mifery for the prince’s fupport, even 
to begging bread for him, habited iike a religious perfon. 
After Mohammed came to the Othman throne he was fo grate¬ 
ful for the fervices of his faithful Have, that he raifed him to 
the higheft poll: of the empire, for he and Ibrahim divided 
the prime vizerfhip between them. 

Moham - It was of great importance for thofe two minifters to con- 
tned’s ceal the death of Mohammed till his fucceffor could arrive, 
death con-In this they were aflifted by the ceremonies of the Turkijh 
ceafed, court, which permits no fubjeiSt but the vizers, or fuch as 

they appoint, to approach the perfon of the fultan. jfy 
thofe means, it is faid they concealed Mohammed’s death from 
all but his phyficians for forty-one days. - 


The Reign of Amurat, or Morad the Second . 

Bajazet's "TkTOTwithftanding all that has been faid by the Turkijh 
fon alive. X hiftorians in honour of the Othman fuceeffion, it 

feems to be pretty certain that Mujlapha , the eldeft fon of 
Bajazet was alive at the time of Amurat’s accellion. He tad 
been protedfed, as has been already obferved, by the Greek 
emperor Manuel ; and he feems even to have reigned over 
part of the Othman dominions. His claim of blood rendered 
him a ufefiul ally to Manuel. Amurat having buried his fa¬ 
ther at Prufa , received a meffage from Manuel , demanding 
that his two younger brothers fhould be fent to ConJlantU 
nople in purfuance of the late fultan’s will. But the \ izier 
Bajazei, by Amur at’s orders, flatly refufed co fuffer the Othman 
Manuel princes to be educated amongft Ghrijlians or infidels. Upon 
protects this, Manuel entered into a treaty with Mujlapha, who grant- 
bim. ed him his own terms, and gave his fon as an hoftage for the 

performance. Mujlapha was declared governor of Thrace, and 
he and Chuneid , (who (till attended him) took poiiefiion of 
Kallipolh , and made themfelves mafters of the adjacent 
country. After this, he marched towards Kariopolis, but 
Amurat fent Bajazet ngainft him, with an army of thirty 
thoufand men. Mujlapha , whofe claim of blood feems to 
have been undoubted, by (hewing him felf to the enemy, and 
His pro- harranguing them from an eminence, perfuaded a great part 
grefs. of Bajazet’ s troops to join him, and Bajazet , and his brother 
He gains Kamzas , followed their examples and made their fubmflion; 
a viftory but Bajazei was put to death by the inftigation of Chuneid, 
over the whofe fon-in-law Bajazet formerly ordered to be caftrated. 
fultan’s It appears from the Turkijh hiftorians, that Bajazet had be- 

anny. come extremely unpopular at the Othman court, and that 

the other great minifters fent him on this expedition to ruin 
him, which it effectually did. After this, Mujlapha march¬ 
ed to Adrianople , which he entered without refiftance. 


It 
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It had been agreed between Mujiapha and Manuel, whofe He falls 
«rreat view was to reftore the antient majefty of the Greek out with 

the ruins of the Othman , that Kallipolis fliould Manuel 
to the Greeks. Demetrius Leontarius, Manuel’s 


on 


empire, 
be reflored 


admiral and general, was by the emperor appointed to take 
polleflion of the place, when both Muflupba and Cbuneid re¬ 
fused to deliver it up, the former fmoothly, the other contur 
jnacioufly. Demetrius upbraided Mujiapha with, ingratitude, 
and the crimes of his family. This however, was all the 
fatisfadtion he could obtain, and he carried his fquadron 
back to. Con/lantinoplc. Manuel’s views did not fuffer him 
to put up with this difappointment. He offered, if Jmurat 
would give up Kallipolis , and refign his father’s will, dire£t~ 

]y to aifift him againfl Mujiapha, who was now.in quiet 
poffeffion of Jdrianople, where he found immenfe treafures, 
which he expended in pleafure and indolence. Jmurat , 
though voluptuous, refufed to agree to Manuel’s terms; but 
be fent Ibrahim, his firfl minifter, to treat with the emperor, 
and to offer him any other terms he fhculd demand. Jmu¬ 
rat, at the fame time, entered into a treaty for fome European 
(hipping to tranfport his forces to Europe. Cineis or Chuneid, . 
who had hitherto continued faithful to Mujiapha, reproached 
that prince with the inglorious life he led, and, with diffi¬ 
culty, perfuaded him to take the field, and endeavour to pafs 
the Straits. But Jmurat had already taken poffeffion of the 
moft important paffes; particularly of the bridge cf Lopa- 
dion, by which the progrefs of Mu/lapha was flopped. MuJ- 
tobha at this time, feems to have been in actual poffeffion of 
all the Othman empire in Europe, as Jmurat was of that in 
Jfia, which was far more extenfive and populous. Mujta- 
fba’s progrefs being flopped, Jmurat’s army encreafed every 
day. The bridge of Lopadion had been broken down, and 
the two armies were incamped on the oppofife fines of a 
great- morafs. Hamza, the brother of Cineis, was one of 
Jmurat’s general officers; he had entered on a fecret treaty 
with Cineis, by means of a (lave, who fwam over the morafs, 
by order of Jmurat, who promifed to make him governor of 
Icania. Cineis embraced the propofition, left Mujiapha , cn- Mujapha 
gaged, defeated and killed the governor or prince of Iconia , abandon- 
who was defeended from the famous Atin ; and made him- ed by 
feif mailer of Ephcfus. Cineis. 

As to Jmurat, though but twenty years of age, ;?nd Political 
though, while at Prufa, fte had been immerfed in pleafures, condudof 
yet he acted with ail the coolnefs and activity of a great Jmurat. 
general. Knowing the genius of his fubje<5ts, he procured 
one Seyd Bekhar, who was efleemed a prophet and a faint, 
to gird him with a fword, and to give him his folemn bene¬ 
diction. This had a wonderful effect in his favour, and no 
fooner was the defection of Cineis known, than Mujlapha’s 
army abandoned him ; and he was obliged to fiy, almoft 

attended, to Kallipolis . Jmurat repaired the bridge of Lopa - 


un- 


dion. 
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, the admiral of the Europeai 
flapping he had contra&ed with, and two thoufaqd Italia* 
mercenaries, he forced Mujlapha to abandon Kallipolis , and 
to fly firft to Adrtanople , and then to Wallakia, where he was 

Muftapba made prifoner, and by Amur at" 5 order ignominioufiy hanged, 
handed, to efface out of the minds of the people, the opinion of his 


fadfs. 


gainft 


TurkiJJ, 

. the evidence of 


Amurat 


Amurat, having nobly rewarded Adorno 


befieges foldiers, refumed his^purpofe 

Couftanti - 
nople t 


Othman do 


)gli 9 afiifted by fome of the Seljuk g 
fo often mentioned, had attacked 


minions, a araman i 
rals, whom we have 
dalia y but was defeated by Gamza-Bcg y who y after that, reduc- 
ed fome of the Seljuk territories. It was eafy for Amurat to 


Manuel 


Amurat, 


1422, raifed an army of two hundred thoufand men, to be. 
fiege Conjlantinople. John Paleologus y at that time, .governed 
the Greek empire under Manuel y who was now aged and in¬ 
firm ; and he endeavoured to appeafe Atnurat by his ambaf- 
fadors, but the Othman refufing to admit them to his pre* 
fence, actually laid fiege to Conjlantinople. The Greek court 
perceiving all endeavours for an accomodation to be vain, 
perfuaded Amurat’s brother, called Mujlapha Chelebt y to 
rebel. In the mean while, the emperor Manuel died, and 
Amurat being obliged to raife the fiege of Conjlantinople , re¬ 
turned to Aur iample y and marched againft Nicea , which had 
been befieged by his rebel brother, or rather his abettors; for 
Mujlapha himfelf is faid to have been very young. Amura(% 
fortune prevailed, he furprifed Nicea , and taking his brother 
prifoner, he had him ftrangled before his eyes, and his 
brother to guards cut in pieces. After this, he married the daughter of 
death. Laz Ogli , defeended from Lazarus , the famous prince or 
He mar- defpot of Servia. His next wife was the daughter of 


puts his 


nes. 


Ifandiar-Beg , the prince of St nop 

Mohammed the 


be 

Every 


feemed to give way to the Othman fortune. Amurat return 


Sinop 


to reduce 


Cineis , who pretended to hold the principalities of Smyrna , 
independant of the fultan. Amurat y at firft, only demanded 
hoftages of Cineis for his good behaviour, but his demand 
was attended with menaces, which Cineis feemed to difpife. 
Cineis de. The truth is, Cineis appears to have been a prince of 
feated. great power, as well as abilities, for though, through the 


Halil. 


Wolf ,; 


firft towards the mountains of Smyrna, and then towards 
Hypjcla y a city on the Iconian Sea y where he had a fleet, and 
military ftores. In the mean while, his foil Kurt was taken 
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had been faved by Cineis when Bajazet was put to death, 
was Tent to purfue him, Halil being made governor of 
Smyrna . As to Cineis , he went to Iconium , and, though that 
prince had no reafon to truft him, he gave him a fmall 
reinforcement of men, arid a large fupply of money. This 
enabled Cineis to return to HypfeTa, where he was befieged by 
Kamza 5 Kamza happening then to be abfent upon other 
affairs, the fiege was carried on by Halil. But Cineis would 
have bidden defiance to all the Othman power, had not 
Morat fent him a fquadronof Genoefe Clips of war, under 
their admiral Palavicini, Adorno being now dead. The arts 
of artillery, as now practifed, were then in their infancy ; 
and Hypfela , perhaps, was the firft city that had ever been 
battered by (hips from the fea with cannon. The novelty 
difmayed the inhabitants, and Cineis apprehending a revolt, 
furrendered the place to Halil, but capitulated for his life. 

This capitulation, though fworn to, was difowned by 

Kamza , and Cineis and his whole race, wherever they could an( j putt0 \ 

be found, were inhumanly put to death by him and Amurat. <} eat h. 

Thus died the brave, but unfortunate Cineis, who, by the 
European hiftoriam, is called Tzunites , and is faid to have 
been defcended from the ancient princes of Smyrna , though 
perhaps his pedigree did not reach higher than the irruption 
of the Qthmans. 

About the year 1426, we find Amurat embroiled with the Amurat 
Venetians , who, during the late difturbances, had received takes 
under their protection TbeJJalonica, called by the Turks, Salo- Tbejfalo* 
niki. The Venetians would willingly have compromifed mat- nica. 
ters with him, but Amurat would hear of no terms, unlefs 
they would deliver up TheJJalonica. The Venetians refuting to 
comply, Amurat befieged that city with an immenfe army, 
and took it, and then came to an accomodation with the 
Venetians . The conqueft of TheJJalonica was followed by 
the reduction of all the places ana cities that had been ced¬ 
ed to the late Greek emperor 1 Manuel ; and a great number of 
petty Afiatic princes fubmitting to pay him homage, and to 
hold their territories of him; he was now matter of almoft 
all the antient Greek empire, excepting the Morea , and Con - 
ftantinople ; but that city was a perpetual eyefore to Amurat. 

The Greek emperor then, was John Paleologus , a brave and a 
worthy prince ; but finding himfelf in no condition to ftand 
out, he fubmitted to give up all the cities and forts, he held makes the 
upon the Euxine Sea , and to pay a yearly tribute of three Greek em- 
hundred thoufand afpers, by which he with great difficulty peror his 
obtained a temporary but faithlefs fufpenfion of hoftilities. tributary 

Though Amurat was wife, brave, politic, and lefs inclin- He con¬ 
ed to blood, or to break bis faith, than many of the eaftern quers 
tyrants were, yet he was a thorough barbarian. The inha- Thejfalo- 
bitants of TheJJalonica , while their Venetian proteClors efcap- nica. 
ed to their Ihips, were either butchered, or referved for the 
moft painful and infamous ftates of flavery j and that noble 

city. 
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city, formerly the pride of the Greek empire, now rendered 
deftitute of its own inhabitants,was but poorlypeopled, and 
and Epbe- that by barbarous,defpicable Othmeins. Ephefus underwent the 
fus, fame fate, and all the feenes which freedom, arts, and learn¬ 
ing, had formerly dignified, became now, in a literal fenfe, 
fo many dens of thieves. Their inhabitants, indeed, under 
the Greek emperors had greatly degenerated from thofe illu, 
ftrious republicans who antiently did credit to human na¬ 
ture ; but {fill it is certain, that learning maintained the 
pofieffion of her native Greece. She was driven by. the 
Otbrnans from thence to Europe , where fhe recovered and 
improved all her former luftre. 

Amur a ?s Amur at , however, kept his court at Ephefus with a barba- 
magnifi- rous magnificence, and fent ambafiadors into TVallakia,. and 
cence and Servia , countries governed by princes under the denomina- 
ambition, tioii of Waywods j over whom he pretended a fuperiority, 
oppofed This fuperiority was difputed by Draguftht natural fonofa 
byDragul. Wallakian waywod, and he foon grew formidable to Amurat , 

whofe tributary waywod he defeated, and put to death* 
Draguf after this, aflumed the fovereignty of Wallakia , and 
defeated and killed the brother of the deceafed waywod, 
though he was acknowledged and fupported b y Amurau 
This revolution did not prevent Amurat from attacking 
Gharmian Ogli , the prince of Karamania , and fultan- of Ico- 
. nium . It is none of the fmalleft injuries the Turks have done 

Uncer- to learning, and hiftory, in perverting the names of men 

tainty of and places, and difguifing them fo in their own barbarous 
hillory. jargon, as to render their Ikuation and perfons obfeure, and 

unintelligible. This prince of Karamania was married to 
Amurat's lifter, and, next to Ajnurat himfelf, he feems to have 
been the greateft monarch of all the weftern part of Afm 
He had had many difputes with Amurat , who had again 
and again ravaged his dominions, and they had as often ac- 
Amurat's commodated their differences. The quarrel we now treat 
wars with of, is faid to have arifen from a beautiful Arabian horfej 
Karaman which Amurat defired the Karamanian to fend him, but the 

latter refufed to comply, with fome expreffions of contempt, 
as incapable to mount and manage a horfe of fuch fire and 
mettle. Gharmian , or Karaman , foon found reafon to repent 
of fo difobliging a refufal. Amurat entered his dominions, 
which he fubdued to the very gates of his capital, Iconium, 
and Karaman was obliged once more to purchale his peace 
by large ceflions of territory, and coftly prefents, amongft 
which was the celebrated horfe. Though Amurat was per¬ 
petually victorious, yet he enjoyed but little tranquility. He 
Invades carried the war again# the Venetians into the ifland of Zante r 

Xante. where he took Ghiogherjinlek-, but, foon after, his arms re¬ 

ceived a check from the defpot Demetrius , brother to the 
Greek emperor. 

His wars But the mod formidable enemies of the Othman power, at 
with the that time, were the Hungarians . They were then a brave, 

' a warlike 


OF THE WORLD. 7 $ 

a warlike and a free people, and extremely dreaded by Amu- Hunga - 
rat. But here again, though the fa<fts are recent, thehiftory rians. 
of them is extremely confufed. The. Turkijh hiftorians 
mention great advantages gained by their countymen over 
the Hungarians , none of which are mentioned by the 
Chrijlians. The hiftories of the latter, however, are far 
more authentic than thofe of the Qtbmans , whofe writers were 

at once prejudiced and ignorant. 

Albertus , archduke of Aujlria , dying, left his wife, the Hiftory of 
daughter of the emperor Sigi/mund, and hcirefs to the crown the latter, 
of Hungary , big with child. The Hungarians were fenfible 
of their danger from the neighbourhood of Amurat , who 
was now in a manner mafter of Servia , and Wallakia. It 
is true, thofe countries were ruled by princes of their own* 

Wallakia , by Dragul , and Servia by George , its own defpot, 
the father of Amurat’s beloved wife; but Dragul thought 
himfelf happy, if he could retain his newly acquired fove- 
reignty, without endangering it by oppofing Amurat ; 

George , on the other hand, though he detefted his fon-in- 
lav/, had fuffered fo much from him, that he had been 
obliged to buy his peace upon the moft mortifying terms. 

The Hungarians , therefore, faw themfelves in a manner ex- 

pofed to the firft brunt of Amurat's arms. Their danger 

was the greater, as he had fubdued the Karamanians, and 
the other petty AJiatic princes, who were equally jealous of 
his power. Knolles , the Englijh hiftorian of the Otbmans, tells They go 
us, not*withOut probability, that it had been agreed upon to war 
by the European princes and the AJiatic ones, who lay with 
■neared: to-the Othman dominions, that, as often as he Amurat. 


fliould attack the one, he fhould himfelf be attacked by the' 
other: but this confederacy being in fa£h broken by Amu- 
rat’s arms, the Hungarians had now nothing but their 
own courage and troops to oppofe his ambition. But un¬ 
fortunately they were deftitute of a head. The chief no¬ 
bility, therefore, made a tender of their crown to Uladijlaus y ■ 
king of Poland , a young prince of great courage and a&ivity, 
together with the perfon of their queen, when fhe fhould be 
delivered. TJladiJlaus j with fome difficulty, confented ; but 
during the negociation, the queen being brought to bed of a 
fon, formed a party for herfelf and him, who difputed the 
gnverment with TJladiJlaus ; and thus Hungary was involved 
m a civil war, the moft favourable circumftance that could 
poffibly have : happened for Amurat 's ambition. He inftaritly 
lent Mikhal-Ali-Beg , one of his beft generals, with fome of 
his braveft troops, who made themfelves mafters of the 
principal pafles and forts in Servia y Moldavia , Tranfilva-> 
nta\ and the neighbouring countries. He was followed by 
Amurat 'in perfon, who deftroyed all before him, in hopes of- 
taking Belgrade. ' ' . . 

That city, the famous bulwark of Chrijlendom againft the who in- 
Turks , lies on the confluence of the Danube and the Save> vades 

and Hungary. 
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and is reckoned one of the ftrongeft, as well as moft important 
places in Europe. It had belonged to the defpot of Servia, 
who, fearing that Amurat would force it from him, gave it up 
to the Hungarians , who were better able to defend it. 
Amurat , in his progrefs, was greatly aflifted by Dragul, who 
attended him to Hungary , who was highly careft by the 
Otbman. By what Dukas, a cotemporary Greek biftorian, has 
told us of this expedition, it does not appear that the ufe of 
fire arms, and great guns was known, or at leaft common 
in Amurat' s army. But he trufted to the valour of his troops, 
and the terrorof his name, both of which were exceedingly 
powerful. In the year 1436, Amurat palled the Danube at 
Nicopolis, but found all the country before him a defart, the 
inhabitants flying into their cities. Amurat was but ill pro¬ 
vided to attack fortifications defended by artillery, and we 
are told, that feme of the Hungarian cities even threw their 
gates open without his venturing to approach them. Had 
but mif- the Hungarians been united, this expedition muft have been 
carries in fatal to Amurat. He found himfelf incircled with ftrong 
the expe- cities, in the middle of an enemy’s country ; and he began 
dition. to fufped that he was betrayed both by Dragul and the 

defpot of Servia. 

Character It was about this time, that the famous John Hunniada 
of Hunni- appeared. He was a brave and a fortunate general again!! 
ades. the Turks, and had raifed himfelf to high rank in Hungary 

Equally politic as valiant, he feems to have avoided the party 
rage which then divided that unhappy country; but at the 
time we now treat of, all he could do was to harrafs the 
Turks , at the head of a fmall army he commanded, cut off 
their provifions, and, at laft, he ^forced Amurat to repafs the 
Danube , and to return to Adr'tanople. The Chri/lians , in thofe 
days, thought it meritorious to keep no faith with heretics, 
or infidels. Amurat, with all his faults, was fincere, open and 
of good faith. Reflecting on his late expedition, he plainly 
enough perceived that the defpot of Servia was in confede¬ 
racy with his enemies. The defpot’s fon, fome fay two of 
his fons, was then a hoftage in Amurat's hands, and fufpeCt- 
ed of giving intelligence to his father, who held a corres¬ 
pondence with the Hungarians . By the advice of FadulaL 
Amurat his chief vizier, upon his return to Adrianople , he ordered 

breaks the defpot to deliver up to him the ftrong fort of Sendrew t 

with the in Servia , which had been built by the defpot; the latter re- 
defpot of fufing to deliver it, becaufe upon the marriage of his daugh- 
Servia. ter, fome call her his lifter,'with the fultan he had purchal’ed,. 

leave to build it. Amurat , it feems, frankly owned that he 
could_ not defend the equity of the demand upon, any other 
principle, but that he might difable the defpot from betraying; 
him farther; and, laying fiege to. the place, in three months 
time he took it by capitulation. After this, the vizier perfuad- 
ed Amurat to put out the eyes of the defpot’s two fons who- 
were in his hands, and to put Dragul , who had come to bis 

court, 
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court, in irons, till he fhould give up two of his Tons as 
hoftages for his fidelity, which he did. 

Amurat imagining that by his fuccefies and the meafures He be- 
he had taken, he had removed all former obftacles, rcfumed fiegesBel* 
his expedition againft Belgrade', and early in the fpring he grade, 
at laft formed the fiege of that city The efforts he made 
to take the place were incredible. High mounts and towers 
were raifed in vain againft it, the walls were battered with 
the utmoft fury, and the Danube , and Saave were covered 
with Othman pinaces, and vefiels, to prevent the befieged, 
who were commanded by "Johannes Uranus , a Florentine, 
from receiving any fupplies by the way of Hungary. The 
defence however, which the garrifon made by means of 
their tubes, and a dull: compofed of nitre, fulphur, and char¬ 
coal, for fo the Greek hiftorian calls cannon and powder, 
was fo vigorous that Amurat loft a vaft number of his 
braveft troops. Uladijlaus would gladly have entered into a 
treaty with Amurat, but the latter rejected all terms, think¬ 
ing it impoffible that the city could hold out long. At laft, 
a breach was made in the walls, and it was mounted by the 
janifaries, but they were repulfed with the lofs of twelve 
thoufand of the braveft troops amongft them. After that, 

Amurat endeavoured to make a party in the city, by throw- but is 
ing info it letters upon the points of arrows ; but all prov- forced to 
ing ineffedlual, and feeing his vaft army reduced to lefs than raife the 
half its original number j he broke up the fiege in great fiege. 
bitternefs of mind. 

Though the memorable defence of Belgrade did great The def- 
honour to the Hungarians , yet A?nurat, we fhall not fay pot of 
with what juftice, complained thatit legally belonged to him, Servia 
as being defeended from Bajazet, who was married to the joins with 
princefs of Servia, and therefore, next heir to that country, the Hun- 
farther alledging, that as Belgrade was part of Servia , it was garians . 
not in the power of George to cede it to the Hungarians. 

George, who appears to have been a prince of abilities, knew 
by this, that Amurat had refolved on his final deftrmftion; 
and as he held great eftates in Hungary , fome of which he 
had got in exchange for Belgrade, and was poftefied of large 
fums of ready money, he linked himfeif with Hunni - 
tides, who was now raifed to the chief command of the 
Hungarians, and confidered as the guardian of the infant fon 
ofthe queen, as Uladijlaus was of the kingdom, tno J he had the 
name of king. George and Hunniades joining their troops, 
they formed an army of twenty-five thoufand men. Amurat , 
to prevent the difgrace of too precepitate a retreat, had left anc * de- 
IJa, one of his nephews, with a body of troops to fcour the f- ats the 
country about Belgrade, which he reduced to great ftraits. Otbmans . 
Upon this, George and Hunniades pafied the Danube, and en¬ 
camped near Sendrcw, and being followed by I fa, (according 
to the Chriftian writers,) a battle enfued, in which Hunniades 
obtained a compleat vidtory. Several other battles enfued with 

Vol. VIII. G various 
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various fuccefs, and Amur at i n fome of them, commanded in 
perfon. The particulars are told with great contradi&ions 
and confufion by hiftorians. It is certain, however, that 
Amurat, alarmed by the Chri/lians palling the Danube , at laft 

gave an ear to proportions for peace. 

A negotiation being fet on foot, Sendrew , and the other 
places that had been taken from George , in Servia , was re- 
ftored ; and it was agreed, that neither the Turks or Hunga¬ 
rians Ihould pafs the Danube to attack each other. 

This peace is a clear proof, that, notwithftanding the 
darknefs and confufion of hiftorians, Hunniades had, before 
then, gained many glorious vi&ories and advantages over 
the Turks, who loft, in that war, above two hundred thou- 
A folemn f an( j c f their heft troops. This treaty was moft folemnly 
peace con- f W orn to by Amur at and Uladijlaus , the one upon the Alkoran , 
eluded be- t f, e other upon the Gofpel. Accidents, however, might have 
tween the appeared powerful towards concluding the treaty. Kara - 
Othmavs ma n, encouraged by the difgrace the Othman arms had fuf- 
and Hun- fered in Hungary , again invaded Amurat" s dominions with 
garians. great fury, and loon recovered the places taken from him. 

This brought Atnurat with an army into Karamania , where 
he retook Iconium , with a vaft quantity of treafure ; and he 
proceeded with great feverity till he was appeafed by his 
lifter, Karaman’ s wife, who became anfwerable for herhuf- 
band’s fidelity to the Othman government. 

Amurat .This placability, fo uncommon in a Turkijb prince, was 
refignsthe owing to a philosophic turn of mind, indulged by Amurat ; 
govern- he g re w weary of greatnefs, and fought to retire to a private 
ment to life. This defire for folitude was increafed, when, on his 
Mohammed return from the Karamanian war, he heard that his fon Ala- 

din, a promifing young prince of eighteen years of age, was 
dead. He immediately convoked an aftembly of his great 
men, and formally refigned thedmperial turban to his fon 
Mohammed, then about twenty years of age. Thereftlefs Ka- 
raman, hearing of this great revolution, and that the great 
Attiurat was buried in a philofophic retirement, he immedi¬ 
ately fent ambaliadors through all the European and Afiatic 
ftates that were contiguous to the Othman dominions, ex¬ 
horting them once more to refume their arms, as he himfelf 
intended to do, and exterminate the tyrants of Afta, now that 
their head had refigned his authority. 

A confe- The juncture for this was favourable. The Greek emperor, 
deracy John, was then in Italy, and in high favour with the pope, 
againft for his endeavours to unite the Greek and Latin churches, 
him. That emperor had three brothers, each of them poflefled of 

the eftates that ftill remained to the empire without the walls 
of Conftantinople , though, in fa£t, not only they, but the 
emperor himfelf,- were no better than vaffals to the Oihmans. 
They, however, could bring conliderable bodies to the field. 
The Venetians and the Genoefe , on their account, were ex¬ 
tremely well difpofed to humble the Othman power j and all 

the 
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the populous ftates upon the borders of Hungary waited only 
for the fignal from Uladijlaus to rife in arms. 

Uladijlaus had ambition, and was not infenfible of the ad- Thetreaty 
vantages which the jun&ure prefented ; but with what face broken by 
could he break a treaty fo lately, and fo folemnly, ratified ; th zChrif 
and fo well obferved on the part of Amurat ? His confidence tians, 
foori found a fialve for perjury. Cardinal Julian Cejarini r the 
pope’s legate in Germany>, an enthufiaft and a bigot. Had long 
employed himfelf in bringing heretics, as they were called, 
to the flake, and preaching up crufaaes againft infidels. On 
hearing of Amurat’s refignation, he repaired to Hungary t and, 
in his mailer’s name, declared the peace, concluded between 
Uladijlaus and the Hungarians on the one part, and Amurat 
on the other, to be void, becaufe made againft the content 
of the pope ; who, in his letter, which the cardinal pre¬ 
fented at the fame time, laid that the Chrijlian princes had 
no authority to make fuch a peace without being impowered 
to do it by the holy fee. In fhort, Uladijlaus , and his Hun- 
\ gariansj being abfiolved from their okths by the legate, a re- 
folution, in which the great Hunniades concurred, was taken 
to recommence hoftilities againft the Othmans. 

| • Amurat , at this time, was living in retirement at Magnefw, 

' and his fion, Mohammed- , was in the a£luai cxercifie of fiove- 
reignty at his court 5 and the great officers, botli civil and 
military, hearing that a kind of general confederacy had 
been formed, both in Europe and Ajia , againft the Othman 
power, which, if not oppofied, muft end in its definition, 
applied to Amurat to reaffume the reins of government. At Amurat 
firft, being not fully informed of circumftarices, or being in refumes 
love with his retirement, he refufed to leave it; but, upon the go- 
farther application, he agreed to their requeftj and, as if fioli- vcrnment. 
tude had given a frefli fpring to his body and fipirits, he pre¬ 
pared to fiet out for Adrianople , there to take upon himfelf 
the command of his army. It is remarkable, that we know 
of no oppofition made by Mohammed to this refolution, tho* 
he was one of the fierceft as well as the moll ambitious princes 
that ever breathed. 

In the mean while, the confederates proceeded with vaft 
fpirit and unanimity. The pope’s and the Venetian gallies, 
to the number of one hundred and twenty-five, lay before 
Calipolis and at the mouth of the Bofphorus , to cutoff all com¬ 
munication between Europe and Ajia . Notwithftanding all He takes 
their precautions, Amurat palled the Bofphorus , in Genoefe the field 
veffels, which he hired at an immenfe expence, and, reach- againft the 
ing Adrianople , led his army to the field. That of the Chrif- Chrijtians . 
tians , under Uladifaus and Hunniades , compofed of Hungari¬ 
ans , Poles, and other nations, and volunteers from fevcral 
parts of chriftendom, had already taken the field, and, the* 

October was alinoft fpent, they paffed the Danube and burned 
the fuburbs of NlcotAis, the capital of Bulgaria ; which 
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country, by the late treaty, remained in the pofleffion of the 
Othmans. 

Here Uladijlaus muftered his army, but the generals of the 
greateft experience found it unequal to the attempt he was 
to make. Dragul , the waywod of IVallaktay one of thofe 


Chrijl 


Uladijl, 


ing the pope’s legate bore all the fway in his councils, he 


was 


Succefs of 


Chrift 


'Hungarian army. At firft, Uladijlaus pro¬ 
ceeded with great fuccefs, and took feveral places of import¬ 
ance from the Turks. But certain accounts arriving that 
Amurat had paffed the Bofpharus, he was ftruck with confter- 

He, and all the heads of the confederacy, had lu¬ 


nation. 


Bofph 


well guarded by the Italian Clipping, that it was impoflible for 
the Otbman Afiatic army to get over to Europe. Though we 
are ignorant as to particulars, yet it is certain that the gold 
of Amurat removed this impoffibility; for it not only procured 
him tranfports for his troops, but relaxed the vigilance of the 
pope’s and Venetian admirals. His army, according to the 
beP accounts, confided of above one hundred and fifty thou- 
land fighting men. Uladijlaus , underftanding this, fell back 
to Varna , a city, near the Euxine Sea , in Bulgaria , which he 
had taken a day or two before from the Turks ; and there he 
held a council of war, to deliberate whether they ftiould give 
battle to Amurat , who, with his army, lay within four miles 
of them, or retire. Hunniades thought there was danger in 
both, but that there was leaft in a battle ; and his opinion, 
with the heat of the pope’s legate, carried the queftion for 

fighting. 

The battle On the tenth of November , 14.44, was fought the great 
of Varna, battle of Varna , between Amurat and Uladijlaus . The ChriJ- 

tian army was drawn up by Hunniades. It was flanked, on 
one fide, by a morafs; and, on the other, with the baggage 
belonging to the camp ; and behind it lay a deep hill ; fo 
that the Chrijlians could not be advantageoufly attacked but 
in their front. Amurat'% indignation at the perfidy of the 
Chrijlians appears to have hurried him into an overfight at the 
beginning of the battle; for he advanced in perfcn, at the 
head of bis horfe, too far before his infantry to be fupported; 
and met with fo levere a repulfe from Hunniades , at the head 
of the Hungarian and Polijb cavalry, that he was in danger 
of being totally defeated. In this diftrefs, Amurat pulled from 
Appeal of bis bofom the original of the treaty he had lately made with 
Amurat. t he Chrijlians ; and, in the hearing of both armies, he .ap¬ 
pealed to God for the punifhment of perjury ; at the fame 
time unfolding the writing to their fight, and ordering it to 

held aloft upon the point of a fpcar. Putting divine venge- 
4 ance 
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ance out of the quedion, we meet with nothing in hidory 
better judged than this a&ion of Amurat was. It damped 
the fpirit of his enemies, and rekindled that of his own 
troops. Great part of the Cbrijiian army was compofed of 
over-zealous prelates, and church-men, and their followers, 
who were placed upon one of the wings ; but, on the re- 
pulfe of the Turkijh cavalry, they quitted their pods and 
joined in a diforderly purfuit. By this time, the janifaries 
and the Turkijh infantry, having come up, fell upon the weak 
wing, and forced Hunniades and the king to return from the 
purfuit ; which they had, for fome time, continued with 
prodigious (laughter. This gave Amurat an opportunity to Total de-. 
rally his cavalry, and the battle was now renewed with fury, feat of the 
Uladijlaus fought with great courage, and fingling out Amu- CbriJtians 
rat , who was equally forward, his horfe was killed by a and death 
javelin thrown at him by the fultan. The king falling to the of Uladif- 
ground, his head was indantly (truck off by a janifary ; laus. 
and being, by Amurat’s orders, expofed on the point of a 
fpear, the difpirited Chrijiians were every where put to the 
route. It was not ?n the power, even of Hunniades , to rally 
them, all he could do was to retire, in tolerable good order, 
with a body of horfe, towards the Danube , which he pafled. 

It is faid, in this fatal battle, two thirds of the Cbrijiian Bofs of - 
army were put to the.fword ; and, that all who furvived pe- bmh par- 
rifiied miferably in fens and bogs, or by the inclemency of ties, 
the feafon, or were carried into flavery. Of the Turks thirty 
thoufand are faid to have been killed. 

As to the brave Hunniades , he, having pafled the Daiiube , Hunniades 
and finding that his cavalry could not fubfid in a body, was efcapes. 
obliged to difmifs them ; and mod: of them met with the fate 
of their fellow-foldiers on the other fide of the Danube : for 
no fooner did the defpot of Servia , and Dragul , hear of the 
defeat of the Cbrijiians , than they again changed (Ides, and 
cut off the draglers of the Cbrijiian army wherever they found 
them. Hunniades being thus left alone, fell into the hands 
of Dragul , who would have put him to death had he not 
been afraid of the Hungarians. Hunniades , however, had 
afterwards his revenge upon him, by putting to death both 
Dragul and his fon. 

As to the cardinal, that fire-brand of war, he likewife was 
killed in the purfuit, as were a great number of other church¬ 
men and prelates. The clergy, in general, to palliate their 
own madnefs and perfidy, threw the blame of the defeat up¬ 
on Hunniades , who, they fay, -withdrew from the battle with 
ten thoufand of the heft troops, becaufe of a fecret enmity 
he had towards the king. But this calumny againd one of 
the braveft and mod fuccefsful enemies the Turks ever had, 
carries along with it its own'refutation. 

Amurat bore his victory with great moderation. The lo'fs Amurat 
of thirty thoufand of his bed men funk fo deep into his mind again re- 
that he appeared to be melancholy, and he refumed his in- figns the 
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clination for retirement. Accordingly, when he returned tp 
Adrianople , he again embraced a monadic life at Magnefia ; 
though, others fay, at Prufa. His retirement, however, 
proved extremely detrimental to his fubje&s. Mohammed , to 
whom he again relinquifhed his empire, had not authority 
enough to curb the janifaries, who everywhere murdered and 
robbed the other fubjedfs of the empire, and threatened uni- 
verfal diflolution to the date. Add to this, that Amur at s 
fecond retreat gave frefh fpirits to the Chrtjllans ; and Hun- 
niades , upon his return to Hungary, had raifed a frefh army, 
with which he had obtained feveral confiderable advantages 
againd the Othmans. 

but re- All thofe confiderations, backed with the importunities of 
fames it. the greateft men of the empire, prevailed with Amurat again 

to refume the government, which he feems to have done 
with fome refentment againd his fon Mohammed ; for we are 
told he fent him, in difgraee, to the cell which he himfelf 
had quitted in Magnefia. His fird care was the internal peace 
of his empire, and then he made preparations for fubduing 
the famous Skander Beg. 

Hiflory of The bidory of this prince, fo well known to the Chrijliam 
Skander by the name of Skander Beg , is extremely uncertain. It does 
Beg. net even clearly appear whether he was a prince or a rebel, 

a Chrijiian or a Adahometan. According to the mod accurate 
accounts, he was the fon of a petty defpot in Albania. His 
true name was George Cajiriot j and, that country falling un¬ 
der the power of Amur at, the Othman obliged John Caflriot , 
the father, to deliver up to his cudody George , and three of 
his elder brothers, as pledges of his fidelity. It is faid the 
latter were put under confinement by Amurat ; which is not 
quite unlikely, when we confider how very ready thofe pet¬ 
ty princes were to fuit their conduct to times and acci¬ 
dents. 

George being too young to give any umbrage fo the Oth¬ 
man, he was eircumcifcd and educated in the Mahometan re¬ 
ligion. As he grew up, he difeovered fucb pregnancy of 
parts, with fuch amazing drength and agility in all his exer- 
cifes, that he became the greated favourite Amurat had ; fo 
that, before he was twenty years of age, he acquired the 
name of IJkander , ox Lord Alexander, alluding to the Mace¬ 
donian conqueror, the highed compliment which the Turk; 
can pay to a fubje&j and he was fent upon an expedition 
againd the defpot of Scrvia. He behaved fo well in this, 
and many other commands, that he was preferred to the go¬ 
vernment of a province ; but, in the mean time, his three 
elder brothers died of a dreadful plague which broke out at 
Prufa. 

Young Skander Beg could not be ignorant that he was now 
the only lurviving fon of his father, v/hofe edates remained 
dill in the pofiefilon of Amurat ; and the perpetual wars 
which, on all hands, furrour.ded the Othmans , prompted his 

daring 
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daring (pint to attempt a recovery of his paternal domini¬ 
ons, however queftionable the means might be. Growing 
every day more and more in favour with Amur at, he was 
again fent to command againft the Cbrijiians under the ba- 
flia w Carambey, the governor of Romania , and brother-in-law 
to Amurat. Carambey was defeated by Hunniadcs , and taken 
prifoner. Skander Beg fled in the rout, but kept his eye up¬ 
on the bafhaw’s fecretary. It appears, from the evidence of 
hiftory, that Skander Beg had held a continual correfpond- 
ence with his countrymen, and that a conspiracy had an¬ 
ally been formed to fupport him in recovering his country. 

But the great difficulty was to get pofleffion of Croia , the 
chief town of Albania. With this view it was that he and his Stratagem 
men flying, with the bafhaw’s fecretary, drew him into a fo- of Skander 
litary place, where they cut his attendants in pieces, and af- Beg , 
terwards obliged the fecretary to write, and feal with the ba¬ 
fhaw’s fignet, a letter addrefled to the governor of Croia, 
which was in Carambey’$ province, commanding him in- 
ftantly to refign his government of the city to Skander Beg , 
its new governor. 

After this, he put the fecretary likewife to death, and hy which 

marched, with great quicknefs, towards Albania , attended he gets 
with a body of his country-men, who had been in Amur at' s pofleffion 
pay, the Albanians being then accounted the beft foldiers in of Croia, 
AJia. Every thing fucceeded fo well with them, that Skander 
Beg not only got pofleffion of Croia , but found means to in¬ 
troduce a body of Albanians , and cut the throats of all the 
garrifon, excepting a few who abjured Mahometanifmto fave 
their lives. His fuccefs raifed fuch a fpirit amongft the Epi- 
rots , and other Albanians , that, in a few weeks, many of the 
Turkijh garrifons in Epirus were put to the fword ; and, in 
fhort, all the T’.irks who were found in the country were 
niaffacred. 

Amur at , whofe fincerity and good faith {lands unimpeached, and cone 
even in Cbrifiian hiftories, was not more exafperated by the quers the 
maflacre of his foldiers and fubje&s, than he was at the ingra- Othmans* 
titude, as he thought, of Skander Beg , and, tho’ he had many 
more threatning wars upon his hands, he refolved, at all 
events, to reduce the rebels. It happened, fortunately for 
Skander Beg , that the Venetians were in pofleffion of feveral 
ports of the Adriatic Sea , which lay on the coaft of Albania , 
but were divided from the in-land country by vaft chains of 
mountains. Skander Beg knew the genius of Amur at too well 
not to make the Venetians his friends, and to avail himfelf of 


every other advantage before the Othman could approach 
him. 

The feverity, if not cruelty, with which he had hitherto 
treated the Turks, daunted the garrifons they Hill held in 
that country fo much, that Skander Beg reduced them, one 
by one, almofl without blood-fhcd, granting them the meft 

favourable terms, which he punaually performed. SfetV 
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grade-t the ftrongeft fort in all Albania , ventured to hold out; 
and the courage of the garrifon, particularly of a common 
His cm- foldier, drove Skander Beg into an unmanly a£tion; for he 
elty. ordered all the Turks , fome of whom were of quality, who 

would not embrace Cbrijlianity , to be put to death in fight of 
the garrifon. This a& of cruelty rather exafperated than in¬ 
timidated the garrifon ; fo that Skander Beg was obliged, for 
that time, to raife the fiege ; but, at the head of fourteen or 
fifteen thoufimd chofen troops, he laid the neighbouring 
countries under fuch contributions, and acquired fo much 
plunder, that it was faid his ravages were all his revenue. 

Such, in the main, is the hiftoryand rife of this great cham¬ 
pion of Cbrijlianity , in whom we can hitherto difcover no¬ 
thing but diffimulation, cruelty, and barbarity. He undoubt¬ 
edly is defenfible, nay commendable, forrefcuing his coun^ 
try from a foreign yoke; but he did it in a manner which a 
virtuous man and a real Cbriftian would not have followed. 
The biftory of that country and time is too rude and imper- 
fe< 5 t to inform us whether he re-eftablifhed the civil govern¬ 
ment of Epirus or Albania ; but we are told that he had a ne¬ 
phew, who was a brave young prince, the fon of one of his 
younger brothers, and extremely ferviceable to him in his 
wars. His name was Amefa. The bafhaw Ali , one of Amu- 
rat’s great generals, marched againft Skander Beg with forty 
thoufand men; which obliged the latter to return to the de- 
He de- fence of Epirus. A battle enfued ; in which the Otbtnan , too 
feats the much defpifing Skander Beg's force, was defeated, with the 
Turks. lofs of twenty-two thoufand men. 

This victory, joined to Amur at’s paffion for retirement, 
and his being involved in a multiplicity of other wars, Teems 
to have given Skander Beg time to breathe. He entered into 
a correfpondence with Hunniades , and, it is faid, though 
with no manner of probability, by th tCbriJlian writers, that 
he attempted to join XJladiJlaus before the battle of Varna 5 
but that he was prevented by the defpot of Servia , who for¬ 
tified the pafies of his country againft him. Knolles and other 
hiftorians have not only drawn acomparifon between Skander 
Beg and Hunniades , but likewife given the letters that pafied 
between Amur at and Skander Beg , and Skander Beg and Via- 
dijlaus. Thefe, however, are manifeft forgeries ; as, indeed, 
great part of Skander Beg’s hiftory feems to be romance. All 
we know, with any degree of certainty, is, that, after the 
defeat of Ali , he fortified the mountains and pafies into Ept- 
rus, and made himfelf mafter of Sfciigrade , and removed his 
family and principal effects to the Venetian territories. 
Amurat's m The fcarcity of hiftorians amongft the Turks , joined to the 
wars with infincerity, arrogance, and inaccuracy of thofe few feraps 
thcGreeks. we have from them, leaves us in the dark as to the internal 

tranfaclions of the Othrnan empire at this time, and the rea- 
fons why fo great and adtive a general as Amurat was, left fo 
formidable an enemyas Skander Beg was, fo long at leifure 

to 
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.to render himfelf ftill more fo. Ducas and Khalkondylas , the 
Greek hiftorians, affift us, in part, to fill up the gap: for 
Conflantine , the prince and governor of Morea , called, by 
Khalkondylas , the duke of Peloponnefus , like Amurat's other 
enemies, taking advantage of his wars, made an irruption 
into the Otlman territories, took the city of Pindus , and over¬ 
ran Beotia and part of Akhaia , and advanced to the very gates 
of Athens. Amur at, informed of this irruption, advanced in 
perfon, with a great army, to Pharres , which obliged C071- 
Jiantine to fall back to guard the Heximilion , or the wall, fix 
miles long, built acrofs the ifthmus of Corinth , for the defence 
of the Morea ; and is faid to have run between the JEgean 
and Ionian Seas « Amurat knew how feeble a defencethis ram¬ 
part was, and what wretched foldiers Conjlantine commanded; 
and, continuing his march, his troops invefted the whole 
length of the wall. Conjlantine would then have gladly made 
peace, but Amurat threw his ambaflador, who was father to 
Khalkondylas , into irons; and, notwithftanding the incle-He forces 
mency of the feafon, he attacked them with very little oppo- Heximili- 
fition, took and demoliffied the celebrated Heximilion , and on, and 
foon reduced all the Peloponnefus , or Morea , to the form of a renders 
tributary province. This expedition happened in the year the Morea 

14.48, or the beginning of the year 1449, though others have tributary., 
made it more early. 

Here we are to fix the firft expedition of Amurat in per- Renews 
fon againft Skander Beg. Before he fet out, he difpatched the war 
two of his generals, Ferifes and Mujlapha , at the head of fly- with Skan* 
ing armies, but with orders to ravage the frontiers of Epirus , der Beg, 
and prevent the incurfions of Skander Beg ; but, by no 
means, to advance into the country before his arrival with 
the main army. Both thofe generals were furprized and de¬ 
feated by the a&ive Skander Beg , who had fpies both in the 
enemies court and camp. It appears, as it often does upon 
fuch occafions, Skander Beg gave very little quarter j for, in .. , 
one encounter with a party of the enemy, confifling of fix 
thoufand men, five thoufand Turks were killed on the fpot, 
and three hundred made prifoners, while all Skander Beg’s 
lofs amounted to no more than twenty horfe and fifty foot. 

By this time, Amurat had advanced to the borders of Epi- and enters 
■ns, at the head of one hundred and fifty thoufand men. He Epirus, 
ordered a profound filence to be obferved as to the place of and be- 
tiieir deftination, and, entering the country, he immediately lieges Sfe- 
befleged Sfetigrads , which was defended by Perl at, one of tigrade. 
Skander Beg's beft officers, and a chofen garrifon. The place 
made a noble defence, not only againft Amur at's power, but 
his money, repeated offers of which Perlat and the garrifon 
rejected with difdain. 

As to Skander Beg, he did all that could be done by a great Conduct. 
and a wife general. He fent as many of the aged and infirm, of Skander 
with women and children, as he could into the Venetian tei> Beg. 
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ritories, or towards the mountains, and ordered all the able 
inhabitants to march into Cro'ta, and other fortified places, 
while he himfelf kept the field with ten or* twelve thoufand 
choice horfe, arid was perpetually alarming, barrafiing, and 
deftroying the Othman troops. The efforts made by Amurat 
to carry the place, as deferibed by all hiftorians, feem to have 
been the effe&s of defpair rather than thofe of generalfhip: 
and, according to the beft accounts, he loft before the place 
thirty thoufand of his beft troops. The force of money, 
however, prevailed where arms could not. The Albanians 
who defended the place were called Chrijltans , but their 
priefts and teachers were fo extremely illiterate, that their 
whole nation was more ridiculous and fuperftitious than the 
worft of Jews. A traitor of the garrifon was bribed by s.mu- 
rat to throw a dead dog into the only well which fupplied 
them with water ; and they who had braved all the thunder 
of the Othman arms, were fubdued by a pitiful piece of fu- 
perftition. There was not a common foldier of the garrifon 
who did not chufe rather to perifh with thirft than drink from 
that polluted well; fo that the governor was obliged to pro- 
pofe a capitulation, after having defended the place from May 
to September , 1449. 

Amurat was fo agreeably furprized, when the capitulation 
was propofed, that he could fcarce believe his own good for¬ 
tune, and granted all the terms the garrifon required ; which 
were, that all the military men and officers, as well as other 
inhabitants, if they chofe it, might depart with their arms 
and baggage ; and that, if any chofe to remain, they might 
be permitted to live in the fame manner as they did under 
Skander Beg ; but that their houfes fhould be built without 
the walls of the city. Amur at punctually performed all thofe 
conditions. 

The taking of Sfetigrade , was all the fruit which Amur at 
reaped from this bloody and expenfive expedition. He had 
ordered frefh reinforcements of troops to be fent him, in vaft 
numbers, both from his Afiatic and European dominions; and, 
the feafon of the campaign not being quite over, he pene¬ 
trated farther into the country and laid fiege to Croia. Hav¬ 
ing engaged a great number of European engineers and ma- 
trofles in the fervice, he had a moft formidable train of ar¬ 
tillery, with which he battered the place, and made a breach 
which the janifaries, the braveft of his troops, defperately 
endeavoured to ftorm. The name of the governor was lira- 
nacontes , a perfon of great courage, virtue, and conduft; 
and Skander Beg, in all other refpeefs, had provided fo well 
fdr the defenceof the city, that the Turks were conftantlyre- 
pulfed in all their afiaults ; and, the weather becoming now 
intolerable, - Amur at faw himfelf reduced to the mortifying 
neceffity of raifing the fiege. Skander Beg , at the head of bis 

chofen body of horfe, did not fail to harrafs him in his retreat; 
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[fo that he was in danger of having it cut off, and of perifli- 
fing in the mountains, if ffie had not left the governor of Ro - 
I mania, with thirty thoufand men, to make head againft Skan- 
\(ler Beg ; while he himfelf, at the head of the main body, 

Kvith infinite difficulty, regained his own dominions, and 
paffed the remainder of the winter at Adrianople. 

Amurat remained there for ieveral months, till he raifed an Amurat 
army more numerous than the former, with which he again again in* 
entered Albania , and penetrated to Epirus. He was, per- vades 
haps, encouraged to this by fome differences which had Epirus t 
fallen out, in the mean time, between Skander Beg and the 
Venetians ; but, upon Amurat' & approach, which each of them 
had equal reafon to dread, they loon became greater friends 
than ever. Amurat having therefore, in vain, endeavoured 
to bring the Venetians over to his fide, again laid fiege to and be- 
Croia. Skander Beg purfued his former conduct, and chofe a lieges 
ftrong camp in the mountains lying between Epirus and the Croia » 
Venetian territories, at a proper diftance from Croia ; fo that 
he could a<ft as he faw occafion. Amurat , on the other hand, 
altered his former difpofitions. He divided his vaft army into 
two parts: one of them he employed in carrying on the fiege; 
while the other was to face Skander Beg, and prevent his har- 
raliing the befiegers as he had done during the laft fiege. 

It is, on all hands, allowed that Skander Beg , on this oc- Valour of 
cafion, performed prodigies of valour ; and the almoft total Skander 
iilenceof the Turkijh hiftorians, with regard to him, more Beg t 
than proves it ; becaufe they could not mehtion him with¬ 
out notorioufly perverting the truth, or throwing a lhade 
upon the glories of their fultan ; which, amongft the Turks y 
is a capital crime. • 

While the Turks were battering Croia with the mod de- who at- 
itru&ive fury, Skander Beg , and his chief general, who, in tacks 
the hiftory, is called Mojes , fought a moil terrible battle in Amurat'i 
the mountains ; where he defeated the Turks , and opened to camp, 
himfelf a paffage to Amurat' s camp, juft as he had ordered a 
general affault to be given to the city. Skander Beg fell with 
fuch fury on the guards that had been left in the camp, that 
Amurat was obliged to reinforce them with four thoufand 
men under one oi his beft generals, who was followed with 
a much greater body under prince Mohammed himfelf. 

Skander Beg was now in imminent danger. The love either Skander 
of glory, revenge, or money, had drawn him too far from Beg 'm 
his foldiers ; and, in an inftant, he found himfelf furrounded danger, 
by Oilmans in the midft of their camp. Moje- , who com¬ 
manded under him, giving him up for loft, had made an or¬ 
derly retreat j while Skander Beg , with the officers and fol¬ 
ders that had followed him, by a moft prodigious effort of 
valou' - , cut his way through the barbarians, who could 
make no imprefilon with their weapons upon his armour; 
and, at laft, joined Mofcs , to the inexpreffible furprize and 

joy of all h.’i camp. . • 
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of Croia ed the ardour of the befiegers, fo that the general aflauhof 
continued the city was but feebly carried on, and they were repulfed 

With great lofs. A great number of bloody actions and 
attacks, greatly to the honour of Skander Beg' s memory, 
followed during the courfe of the fiege, in all Which the 
Turks were defeated. We are even told by cotemporary 
writers, that Amur at carried with him a large foundary, and 
vaft quantities of metal for calling new cannon, to replace 
thofe which fhould be rendered unferviceable during the 
iiege, and that prince Mohammed , proclaimed a reward of one 
hundred thoufand afpers, to the foldier who fhould firft 
mount the walls. But every day produced fome new attack 
from Skander Beg , who held the Othman camp in perpetual 
confufion and alarm. The infidels at laft:, became convinc¬ 
ed of the fuperiority of Skander Beg’s troops and general¬ 
ship, fo that it was with the utmoft difficulty that A mum 
and his fon could prevail upon them to make frelh afiaults. 
At laft, the Ioffes and difgraces they furrered every day, made 
them lofe all courage, and Amur at was obliged to defift 
from his afiaults, and to work by mines, but thofe likewife 
but is proving ineffectual, he firfi: turned the liege into a blockade, 
raifed. . and then intirely abandoned it to return home. 

■Rcfie&ion We have been the more particular in our account of 

Skander Beg’s wars with the Othmans , becaufe in fact, they 
have been mifreprefented by molt hiftorians, and in fo many 
different lights, that many have looked upon the whole to 
■be little more than a romance. They have not even pre- 
ferved the chronology of the facts, recent and important as 
they are. The weftern hiftorians in particular, have blend¬ 
ed. the firfi: and the laft fieges of Croia into one, and have 
made Amur at die of defpite under the walls of that city, 
becaufe he could not take it. The truth is, before he raifed 
War with the fiege, he received advices, that Hunniades and the reftlefs 
the Hun- Hungarians , had railed a freih army to revenge their late 
garians defeat. This news had prevailed with him to offer Skander 
renewed. Beg the quiet poffelfion of Epirus> provided he would fub- 

mit to pay ten thoufand ducats, as tribute; but the offer 
was rejected. George , the defpot of Servia , feems at this time 
to have been in Anuirat’s intereft, for he gave him the firft 
intelligence of the motions of Hunniades. That general, ever 
fince the death of Uladijlaus , had acled as guardian of the 
kingdom, during the minority of Ladiflaus , the fon of Albert^ 
and his army was both numerous and powerful, having at 
that time the Wallakians on his fide. Having Dalfed the 
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that time the Wallakians on his fide. Having palled the 
Danube , he fell into Servia , and fummone’d the defpot to 
join him and the Chrijlians. The defpot had had many 
differences with Hunniades , about the lands he had received 
in exchange for Belgrade , and he was exafperated at Hun- 
modes being preferred to him in the guardianfbip of the 
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which indeed the latter had no right to fend him. Hunniades 
was then obliged to content himfelf with threatening to 
be revenged of the defpot, and he advanced againft the 
Oilmans. Amur at receiving exa< 5 t intelligence from the def¬ 
pot, of the motions and ftrength of the Ghrijlians , fuffered 
them to advance into his dominions as far as the great plain 
of Koffova , in Bulgaria , through which runs the river Schi- 
cbiniza ; both armies paffed that river, being the fame plain 
on which the battle that coft Amurat the nrft his life, was 
fought. Amurat attacked the Hungarians with great vigour. Defeat 
but was repulfed 5 his vaft fuperiority of numbers however, of the 
enabled him to renew the fight, and the Hungarians , who Chriftians 
had not fifty thoufand men in the field, not being above a at the 
third of the number of the infidels, were at laft furrounded. battle of 
Hunniades , is faid to have fled out of the field with great dif- Capora . 
honour. But the circumftance, which all hiftorians agree 
in, may ferve to clear up his condudf. For we are told, 
that Danus, a JVallahian general, who commanded the left 
wing of the Chriftians , went over with eight thoufand of 
his countrymen, who were efteemed the flower of the 
Hungarian troops, and offered to ferve under Amurat , but 
that the latter fufpe&ing, or detecting them, ordered his 
cavalry to furround them, and to cut them in pieces. This 
cowardice and treachery might have made Hunniades fufpedt 
he was betrayed, and might have prevailed upon him to have 
left the field of battle, fooner than otherways he would have 
done. By the beft accounts, the battle or fkirmifhtng lafted 
for feveral days, but at laft ended in the total defeat of the 
Ghrijlians . It appears, that the defpot of Servia remained 
all the time unadfive, though he made profefiions of his 
friendfliip to Hunniades . About twenty thoufand Chriftians , 
and forty thoufand Othrnans , fell in the battle. Hunniades , 
after being almoft famifhed in the mountains, was made 
piifoner by the defpot, and redeemed his liberty by giving 
his daughter in marriage to the defpot’s fon. 

Upon the whole, it is by no means improbable, that Amu- By what 
rat had a (ecret intelligence with the chief of the Cbrijlian means 
officers, who had great refentments againft Hunniades. We effected, 
are likewife told, that Amurat , out of refentment of the 
defpot’s having fet Hunniades at liberty; invaded his domi¬ 
nions, and deitroyed them with vaft fury, which obliged the 
the defpot to call in Hunniades to his affiftance. Upon 
Amurat’ s return to Adrianople , the marriage of his fon Ma- 
honmed , with the daughter of a Turkijh prince, many of 
whom ftill remained both powerful, and independant, in 
the more remote parts of AJia , was celebrated with great 
magnificence. It does not appear that Amurat long furvived 
this event, for he died in a fit of apoplexy, in the beginning Death of 
of the year 1451-2, after a debauch, for he very freely in- Amurat . 
dulged himfelf in the ufe of wine; he was but forty-nine 
years of age at the time of his death, and that with other 

circumftances, 
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eirctimftances, is fufficient to give us fome idea, how ign 0 , 
rant the European writers are of that great man’s hiftory and 
character; for they reprefent him as being eighty five years 
of age, at the time of his death, and as dying under the 
walls of Grata , which he had befieged. 

His cha- . Moderation, and equanimity, feemed to have formed the 
rafter. true character of Amur at ; though a zealous Mahometan^ 

ftri<ftly kept his faith with the Chrijiians , but he appears to 
have been greatly difgufted at the breaches of faith towards 
him; he was according to his religion charitable, but 
though his reign in the main was glorious, his life cannot 
be faid to be happy, and this undoubtedly was the reafon 
why he fo often laid down and refumed the reins of govern¬ 
ment, that he might retire to a private life. But even his 
remounting the throne, though unwillingly, when the ftate 
of public affairs rendered it neceflary, is perhaps, a greater 
proof of his moderation, and philofophy, than if he had 
capricioufly buried himfelf in his retirement. 


'I’he Reign of Mohammed the Second , commonly called 

the Great, and the firJt Emperor of the Turks. 

Acceflion * j^HE vizier Halil , had long held the reins of the Othman 
of Mo- A goverment under Amurat , and upon his matter’s death 
hammed he difpatched a mettenger to inform his fon and fuccefior 

the ttcond Mohammed of that event; upon which that prince immedi¬ 
ately repaired to Adrianople. Either through his own filial 
afte&ion, or perceiving the refpe£t which all his fubjefts re¬ 
tained for the memory of his father, he fliewed great 

marks of affii&ion at firtt, but in a few hours after he alfum- 
his cruelty e( j ^e throne, he put to death his brother, a child of no more 

than eight months old ; forced his mother to marry a Have 
againft her will, and even murdered the executioners of his 
own orders. This lady is faid to have been daughter to the 
prince of Sinope , and if fo, file was mother to Mohammed 
himfelf. This opinion received fome countenance from 
what we are told by Khalkondylas , that he made Jfac.c gover¬ 
nor of Afia , that he might be feciire from all danger. As to 
her, the daughter of the defpot of Servia , he fent her back to 
her father, and gave her fome lands in jointure, and at the 
fame time he fhewed a great difpofion to cultivate a friend- 
fhip with all the Chriftian powers, particularly with Confian- 
tine , the emperor of Ccnfiantino^le. 

sod policy But this condudf was all difiernbled, that he might be at 

more leifure to take meafures for carrying his vaft fchemes 
into execution. His firtt care was to reduce Karaman , from 
whom his father had received fo much trouble, and which 
he did in a mott effe&ual a manner. The empire of Con- 
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fof the imperial houfe, who had any dominions without that 
capital, were fubje&s or tributary to the Othmans. Notwith¬ 
standing this weaknefs, Conjlantine^ minifters fent a very 
imprudent meffage, infinuating to Mohammed, that it was in 
their power, by means of a prince called Orcan , defcended 
from the fultan Bajazet , by Mujjidman , or So ley man, to raife 
a rebellion in the Othman dominions, and that it would be 
eafy for them to bring the Hungarians again to invade them. 

Mohammed , and the Othmans , had long confidered the em¬ 
peror of Conjlantinople as their fubjeft. Mohammed was at Quarrels 
this time in Anatolia , and being informed by Halil of the de- with the 
mands of the Greeks , he received the information with the Greek tin* 
utmoft indignation, but he diffembled his refentment, and peror 
gave orders .for the Greek ambaffadors to attend him at Adri- 
onople. He no fooner was arrived there, than he upbraided 
them with their folly, and infidelity, and produced the 
treaty he had lately made with them, by which at their 
own requeft, he had allowed Orcan three hundred thoufand 
afpers a year. But looking upon the treaty as now b'eing 
void, he ordered that allowance to be flopped, and having 
given orders for a prodigious quantity of cannon of the 
largeft fize to be made, he ordered two forts to be built at 
the mouth of the Bofphorus , by which Conjlantinople was in a 
manner (hut up on that fide. They were forts of amazing 
ftrength, and the Greeks eafily faw with what intention they 
were built. It was in vain for the emperor and his miniflers 
to defift from all their high demands, and even to offer to 
pay a yearly tribute if Mohammed would flop the building. 

But the Othman equally difpifed their fubmiffions, as he had 
done their menaces. He told them, that the ground on 
which the forts were built, were part of his own dominions, 
that if he was again troubled upon that fubjeft, he would 
order the ambaffadors, or meffengers, to be flayed alive. 

Conjlantine findingall his remonftancesand treaties ineffec- who-ap- 
tual, proceeded to put his capital in the beft ftate of defence plies in 
he could. For this purpofe, he applied to feveral Chrijlian vaintorhe 
courts j but the flam of affairs in Europe at that time not Cbriftian 
admitting his receiving any fuccour from them, he was powers, 
obliged to have recourfe to Italian , and other mercenaries. 

Jitfliniani, a brave Genoefe of quality, was made general. An 
embargo was laid on all (hipping, and about five thoufand 
troops were taken into pay, though the whole of the 
garrifon, even including the Greeks , did not confift of 
above nine thoufand men. Before the two forts 
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with proper means of defence, and whatever was neceffaiy 
for the fubfiftence of the garrifon ; and he had even tht 
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If all circumftances are rightly considered, the defend I 
made by Conjlantine on this occafion was amazingly intrepid,! 

Mohammed having compleated his forts, by which the city 
was blockaded towards Europe , and dfia^ returned in a kind of j 
triumph to Adrianoplc , where he made the necefiary prepara- 
tions lor bringing into the field an army of abdve three hun-l 
dred thoufand fighting men. The Greeks on the other hand,! 
though fenfible of their danger, were divided about imma¬ 
terial points of religion, or rather fuperftition. The em«| 
peror wanted by all means an union between the Greek and! 

the Latin church, but in this he met with a ftrong oppofi. 

tion ; and his own brother declared that the people would 
r&ther choofe to fee Mohammed's turban, than the pope’s! 
tyara, upon their altar. This unfeafonable difpute, perhaps 
more weakened the place, than all the formidable artillery I 
that Mohammed brought before it. His engineer is faitl to I 
have been a Hungarian , the dimensions of his cannon, as I 
reprefented by cotemporary hiftorians, exceed all belief; fol 
that they appear to have been mortars. Two of the beftl 
hiftorians fay, they carried balls of a hundred pounds 1 
weight, and that each piece required feventy yoke of oxen, I 
and two thoufand men to draw it. _ Other writers fay, that I 
the Turkijl) cannon threw balls of fix hundred weight. I 

Conjlantinople itfelf is of a triangular form, two lides of I 
which are bounded by the Propontis , and the port, or har -1 
bour ; and the third is defended by a wall reaching from 
fea, to fea, before which the Turkijh army fat down. The 
wall towards the land was double, the outer wall being but 
indifferent, and trufted to its foffe, which was two hundred 
feet wide, but the inner wall high, ftrong, and regular. The 
entrance of the haven was Secured by a chain, within which 
was a fleet of Ships. Mohammed ', after feveral fruitlefs at¬ 
tempts to take or deftroy thofe fhips, by the vaft navy he 
had before the town, would have defpaired of fuccefs, had 
he not formed and executed one of the boldeft projects that 
ever entered into the breaft of man: this was no other than 
to tranfport fourfeore gallies over land, by main force. This 
amazing attempt, is faid to have fucceeded by placing the 
keels of the fhips upon ftrong planks befmeared with tallow 
and fat, by which being drawn to the eminences above the 
harbour, they were launched into it, in much the fame 
manner as fhips of war are now launched in England from 
their ftocks. Prince Gantemir , an author of great credit, 
obferves however, that the Turks in this exploit employed 
a number of Stupendous engines for tranfporting the veffels 
over the inequalities of the ground; and others add, that 
the Greek Ships were awed by the great and fmall artillery 
of the Turks . The infinite confternation of the Greeks , in 
feeing a fleet of fourfeore great gallies thus carried over a 
tradt of land of above three Italian miles, can fcarce be 
conceived,when they faw them, next morning, riding in their 
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]y facilitated. It does not however appear, that any more 
than two Turkifh {hips were deftroyed upon this occafion, 
or that JvJIhuani, and his mercenaries were difpirited; the 
emperor having promifed them vaft rewards, in cafe they 
fhould fucceed in raifing the fiege. This was the cafe with 
the Greeks ; they were daunted by the perpetual thunder of 
the Othman artillery, which exceeded all belief; by the 
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towers and machines 


they brought againft the place, and, above all, by the vaft 
breaches which now began to be made in the outer wall* 
After this, Mohammed ordered a wooden bridge, of a moft 
amazing conftru&ion, to be built, on which a battery of 
cannon was ere&ed, and, every thing being ready for a ge~ 
neral affault, a negociation enfued. Mohammed offered the 
emperor, and his nobility, their freedom' and effe&s, and 
the people great privileges, but denounced the fevereft 
vengeance if his terms were refufed. The conditions were 
not complied with, and, according to the Latin and Greek 
hiftorians, on the twenty-feventh of May , 1453, the general 
ftorm began ; it was carried on with the utmoft obftinacy, 
though it appears to have been that of the outer vyalls alone, 
which, at laft, the Turks carried. But as the inner wall was 
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brave 


tire. His retreat difpirited his meni who abandoning their 
pofts, gave the Turks an opportunity of mounting the outer 
wall, and of rufhing by thoufands through the breach. 


Here they were oppofed by the emperor in perfon, who 
manned a narrow gate, which ferved for their admiffion 
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encouraged by the moft magnificent promifes of their 
mafter, and equally terrified by his threats, bent their whole 
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good defence, but that was imprafticable, nor could Con - 
Jlantirie himfelf return into the city, fo great was the prefs. 

The Turkifh officers perceived the advantage they had gain¬ 
ed, and Mohammed in perfon, with an iron-rod in his hand, 
drove on his battalions towards the breach. It was here Greek em- 
Conjlantine was flain j being wedged up with the crowd, peror kill* 
and unable to defend himfelf, he called for one of his fol- ed and 
lowers to put an end to his life ; but he was re ferved to die Conjlan- 

by^the hands of the Othmans , as did many of his nobility, tinople 
and braveft officers. taken. 

It was about one. in the morning, before the Turks got 
pofleffion of one part.of Con/iantinople, and in the affault 
they are faid to have loft no more than three men, winch if 
true, is an evident proof that Conjiantine and his followers 
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do nothing for their own defence. A great many were 
killed after the infidels entered the city, from an opinion that 
the garrifon and inhabitants were much Wronger than they 

Many ridiculous, and fome improbable, accounts are 
added to what we have aboved recited. It feems, however, 
to be certain, that the lofs of Conjlaniimple was, in a great 
meafure, owing to the credulity, and amazing fuperftition, 
of the Greeks ; for they had among them, a general perfwafion 
which had been propagated by fome impoftors, that, if the 
Othmans were fuffered to advance to a certain pillar, within 
the city, an angel from Heaven was to appear and drive them 
back with great {laughter. 
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the Greek deputies, and. having difmiffed them, fent a party 
of horfe after,them to call them back, to add fomething to 
what he had Paid. The Greeks , miftaking this party for af- 
failants,:fired upon them ; and, both parties being fupplied 
With frefll troops, the affault and defence became at la ft ge¬ 
neral, till it ended, as we have obferved, by the death of the 
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emperor before a poftern gate of the inner wall. But here the 
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Wall upon Conjlanthic 's death j for, though Mohammed con : 
tinued the affau.lt. with the great eft obftinacy, yet he ordered 
S ceffation of arms j and, upon the befieged claiming the be¬ 
nefit of the terms that had . been agreed upon, he inftantly 
ratified them, a’s.to that part of the city which was not in his 
poffeffion; but refufed to do it as to that part which he had 
taken by affault. This conduct renders all the accounts 
jgiven by the Chrijiians of the cruelties pra£tifed by the Otb- 
?nans, after taking the capital, extremely fufpicious; efpe- 
cially as fome of the authors were themfelves iufterers, while 
others of them had nothing fo much in view, as to give their 
readers tfie moft horrid ideas of the perfidy and inhumanity 
of the Mahometans. 

Zogari, who was Mohammed's head vizir and general in this 
fiege, acted towards the harbour, where his poft lay, much 
in the fame manner as his mafter had done in the land-at¬ 
tack; for, feeing the inhabitants Hying on all fides with their 
effefts, he perfuaded rhoft of them to return with him, upon 
.promHe of fafety to their perfons and property. As to the 
Italians , and the other mercenaries, they feem to have fuf¬ 
fered but little, and to have gotroff in their ftlips, as did great 
numbers of the wealthy inhabitants. 

Allowing, however, all that the Turkijh accounts fay to be 
true, it is certain that a great deal of barbarity and rapine 
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followed, upon the talcing and furrender of the city: ncir is 
this furprifing, when we refledt-upon the length and obfti- 
nacy of the liege, which continued for fifty-one days j and* 
above all, the natural difpofition which the Turks had to 
plunder. Mohammed , however, was fo much of a barbarian, 
that, when the emperor’s dead body was found, it was ig- 
nominioully expofed, and the head carried through all the 
chief cities of his empire, to raife, in the princes and inha¬ 
bitants, the higher ideas of Othtnan grandeur. 

Other inftances, related by the Chri/iians * of Mohammed’s who puts 
inhumanities, are queftionable; particularly with regard to the grand 
the death of Notares, who is called the great duke, and wfiofe duke to 
credit in Conjiantinople was almoft equal to that of the.etn.per- death, 
ror. This nobleman, or prince, was indeed put to death* as 
were fome of his family ; but it is uncertain whether he did 
not provoke Mohammed by his imprudent intrigues, in ex¬ 
pectation of troops and Chips being fent from Europe ,t<? re¬ 
cover the city. But he died like a man of courage and 
virtue. In other inftances, Mohammed , heated, perhaps, 
with wine, as well as fuccefs, put off humanity. He pure 
chafed many of the chief Greek noblemen from his foldiers, 
who had made them prifoners 'during the fiege, on purpofe 
that he might have a kind of a right to put them to death* 
and to appropriate fuch wives and children as were hand- 
fome to his own luft. 

As to the. great number of Haves made, and the feverities 
pra&ifed to extort ranfoms, and to make the richer fort dis¬ 
cover their effects, they were enormities which Mohammed 
himfelf could not prevent; and all were reckoned ftav.es who 
fell into the hands of the befiegers before Mohammed had ra¬ 
tified the terms of the capitulation. The like obfervatioijt 
may be made with regard to the profanation of facred places, 
holy books, veftments, veflels, and the like, which th zTuf.h 
held it as meritorious to profane, as the Chri/iians did the 
Turki/h mofques, and Alkorans , and other implements of Ma¬ 
hometan fuperftition. But that fome of thole outrages were 
exaggerated, appears highly probable, from Khalkondylas , ,who 
tells us, that the Turks threw away gold and filver to go la 
queft of brafs and bafer metals; an ignorance too^grols tp 

fuppofe of the meaneft barbarian, amongft the Qtbmansefpi- 
tially. 

Mohammed being -now inf full poftefiiori of Conjiantinopley and enters 
entered, in the moft. magnificent manner, into the jrana Conftanti* 
church of SanfitaSopkia^ .where he commanded the worfnip $f nop It*- 

Mohammed to be performed in his prefence. He remained in 
the city four days, and then crofted over to Qalaf a y th.e for^. 
tjfications of which he ordered to be deftroyed, left'it fhou|ii 
tempt fome of the European maritime,powers to retake,it. 

He next ordered Halil , the prime-vizier, who had fo faith¬ 
fully fei*ved his-father and himfelf, to be put to death. ~His 
crime was his notorious avarice, by which' he had amaffed 
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immenfe riches, and which had prevailed upon him to be 
bribed by the Greeks. This charge was ftrongly urged 
againft him, before his face, by Notares , the great duke, be¬ 
fore his death : but Mohammed , perhaps, would not have re¬ 
garded the accufation, had he not refle&ed, that, ever fince 
the beginning of the fiege, Halil had ftrenuoufly endeavoured 

to perfuade him to raife it. _ 

In this place we are not to forget the famous Itory of his 

cutting off the head of a beautiful Greek lady, with whom his 
foldiers thought he fpent too much time. Though this ad: 
of barbarity is doubted by fome authors, yet, not to men¬ 
tion the great credit it has obtained, it is by no means im¬ 
probable, when we confider the cruel cataftrophe of Notare: 
and his family, after receiving from the tyrant the higheft 
marks of efteem and. affection ; and that, very poffibly, he 
might difeover, that this fair Greek was a party in their in- 

tT1 Mohammed , having given orders for repairing and refortify- 
ing Conjlantinople , and- for preferving to the Chrijliam the 
places of worm ip that had been ceded to them, returned to 
Adrianople on the eighteenth of June, being the twentieth 
day after Conjl antinople was taken. Here he appeared in all 
the glory of a great emperor, and was courted, even by 
Chrijlian princes, of whole intereft he became the umpire. 
He teems to have fpent the remaining part of the year 1453, 

and part of the fucceeding year, m Adrianople. 

His next warlike expedition was againft Servia , the inhe¬ 
ritance of which he claimed, as his father had done. All he 
got by this acquifition feems to have been a fum of money 
from the defpot, who, with the principal inhabitants, and 
,their effefts, had retired to Hungary, together with an ac¬ 
knowledgment of his fuperiority j for he found himfelf un¬ 
able to take the fort of Sendrew , which would have opened 
.his paffage over the Danube into Hungary. Soon after, the 
.old defpot died, and his fons fell at variance amongft them- 


.felves. 

Mohammed had not better fortune in the next attempt he 
made, which was againft Rhodes , arid, upon which he had 
likewife pretenfions ; but the knights refufed to pay him tri¬ 
bute. His {hips had, however, fome better fuccefs at Lej- 
hos 9 and other iflands in the Archipelago ; the reduction of 
which he feem$ to have attempted, chiefly with a view of 
riifing a naval power, and for the fake tffjcommerce. This 
rendered them more formidable to the Italian flates than even 
the conqueft of Conjlantinople had d6ne ; for the pope, and 
others of them, fitted out a fleet of forty fail, which proved 

— A .-1 —1 r 1 /* 1 » • • 


Le, 


Mohammed fent againft 


fm m . ■- * • 

July , 1456, M'ohgmmed attacked 


fifty 


He 


by 



101 


OF THE WORLD. 

by his becoming now fo!e matter of Servia. By the help of 
his mortars, of which he is faid to have been the inventor, 
he had, at firft, _ great fuccefs ; but Hunniades, throwing He is de- 
himfelf into the city, with a great body of excellent troops, feated 
he was repulfed with vaft lofs. This ferved only to redouble before 
Mohammed's attempts upon the place, but all of them proved Belgrade. 
unfuccefsful, and he loft a great part of his artillery ; fothat 
Hunniadcs, in a manner, befieged him in his camp. This 
brought on a general engagement, in which Mohammed be¬ 
haved with great perfonal courage, but loft the hraveft of his 
officers and troops, and was himfelf fo dangeroufly wounded 
in feveral places, that he was carried back for dead to his 
camp; and, when he recovered, he raifed the fiege, which 
coft him, in the whole, about forty thoufand men. The 
very remembrance and mention of this fiege is faid to have 
affe&ed him vifibly ever after. Amongft his other lofies was 
that of his whole fleet, which he brought'up the Danube 9 and 
of which the Hungarian's took twenty fhips, and run the reft: 
on fhore. This was the fevereft mortification that Moham - 
med ever received, but his grief was alleviated by the death of 
the brave Hunniades , which happened foon after ; fome fay 
of his wounds, and others by the plague. This ftroke was 
fo fatal to the Chrijlians , that the Turks looked upon it as a 
vi&ory ; and, on that account, they have reprefented the 
fultan as having the advantage of the Hungarians , tho’ they 
do not diflemble his raifing the fiege of Belgrade with vaft 
lofs. 

Thomas and Demetrius , the late Greek emperor's two bro¬ 
thers, {till held a fhadow of command in the Morea , where 
they were revered on account of their brother’s high quality, 
and were, in.-a manner, neceffary both to the Gthmans and 
the Venetians ; the latter poflefling moft part of the fea-coafts. 

But Mohammed , after taking Conftantinoble , and raifing to 
himfelf a great naval power, thought thole precautions need- 
lefs. Upon his building the caftle upon the Bofphoriis , he 
fent Tburakan , one of his befl: generals, to keep the Greek 
princes in awe ; hut both Tburakan and his fon Ahmed ’, who 
iucceeded him in his command, were defeated. •: . 

• Soon after, the news of his talcing Conjlantinople ftruck fuch He fub- 
a terror into the Greek princes, and the Italians of the Mo~ dues the - ' 
rea , that they entered into a refolution to abandon Greece , Morea . 
and to retire, with all their effects, ihto Italy. This refolu¬ 
tion, if executed, would have crulhed all Mohammed's pur¬ 
poses- He therefore entered into a treaty with the two Greek 
piinces, and protf.ifed to continue them in his prote&ioh'. 

But the Albanians , a hardy and unpolifhed race of men, in¬ 
habiting the mountains and inlands of the Morea , hearing of 
the defperate ftate of the Greek affairs, arofe in.arm's}' and', 
c h ti fi ng one Kantakuzemus for their leader, committed vaft 

depredations upon the ftates of the two brothers. 
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The Cbrtftian writers, who have been moft inveterate 
againft Mohammed’s memory, by their own relation of fa&s, 
fceftow the greateft encomiums upon his good faith in his 
proceedings with regard to thofe two brothers : for, though 
th t Albanians took and plundered many confiderable places 
in the Moroa , and fent a great many of the Greek inhabit- 
ants into llavery, yet they were bravely oppofed by the two 
brothers, Demetrius and Thomas, the latter of whom was a 
great general. This made the Albanians fecretly have re- 

courfe to Mohammed , to whom they promifed to deliver up 
all the places they had taken upon the fea-coaft of the Morea, 
provided they were left in pofteffion of the open country. 
Two Greeks, Center'ion and Lukanus , privately managed this 
negotiation ; bu t Thomas feized them both, and threw them 
into prifon ; efcaping from whence, they put themfelves at 
the head of the Albanians , and attacked Patras , one of the 
ftrongeft cities of the Morea j from whence they were bravely 
repulfed by prince \Thomas . But the number of the rebels 
daily increaiing, they muft, at laft, have been fuccefsful, 
had not Mohammed fent an army to the affiftance of the princes 
which reduced the rebels to their duty. 

Could the two brothers have been prevailed upon to (land 
to the terms they had fo often fworn to obferve with Moham- 
jned and his father, in all probability they might have re¬ 
mained in quiet pofleflion of their feveral dominions : but 
they not only, upon every favourable piece of news they re¬ 
ceived from Italy , difputed the payment of the tribute, but, 
upon the fmalleft refpite they had, quarrelled with one ano¬ 
ther, each endeavouring to feduce the ether’s fubje&s. This 
made Lukanus renew his intrigues to caufe the Albanians 
pgain to take arms, but with no fuccefs ; and the accounts, 
of the defeat of Mohammed’s fleet, arriving in the Morea , the 
two brothers again refufed to pay the immediate tribute of 
nineteen thoufand ducats a year for pofteffion of the fin eft 
and moft populous country in Greece , with the arrears of 
two years owing. 

Moham- Mohammed underftood, perfcclly well, the motives of their 
med in- refufal, and the vaft preparations that were making againft 
vadcs the him in Italy, and other parts of Europe , and he refolved to 
Morea. obferve no farther meafures with fuch faithlefs tributaries, 

Notwithftanding all the provocations he received, he pro¬ 
ceeded with great opejinefs and honour. He fent to let the 
two princes know that they muft either pay him the three 
years tribute, or qujt the country. Receiving no fatisfac- 
tory anfwer, in the beginning of the year 14.59, or en< * 
pf the year preceding that, he fell into the Morea with a 
great army. He detached part of his troops to befiege Cor 
ririth , which was governed by one Afan , commonly called 
AJanes who was related to Demetrius , and a man of great 
jntcreft in the Morea. Mohammed’s approach alarmed Deme¬ 
trius 
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iritis fo much, that he fubmittcd, and delivered into his 
hands JLakonia, or the antient Sparta. Other places held 
out, but the garrifons and inhabitants of thofe who made 
any confiderable refiftancc met with no quarter. This cru¬ 
elty daunted others of the Morcans , fo that, at laft, all fub- 
nii ttcd to Mohammed but prince Thomas , who, for a whole 
year, defended the caftle of halmemca againft the Othman pow¬ 
er. At laft, the place was no longer tenable, and he made 
his efcape to Italy by fea, where he was received with thofe 
diftinCfions that were due to his high birth and courage. 

Mohammed , who was a great judge of mankind, beftowed 
upon Thomas a very extraordinary compliment j for he faid. 

That, during all his wars in the Morea , he encountered none 
but haves, excepting Thomas , who was a man. Demetrius , 
his brother, found means to draw his wife and family out of 
Epidaurus ; which Mohammed afterwards befieged and took. 

One of Demetrius's daughters being exceflively handfome, and mar- 
Mohammed is faid to have fallen in love with her, and after- ries a 
wards to have married her. Greek 

Though Mohammed was a Turk and an infidel, yet he re^ princefs. 
ceived an education fuperior, perhaps, to any prince of his 
age. He underflood Latin , he' fpoke Greek , Arabic , and His ac- 
Pcrfian , and was a confiderable proficient in the mathema- complifh- 
tiesand geography. He was fo well fkilled in drawing, that ments. 
he fent for the famous Gentili Bellino from Italy to paint him, 
and nobly rewarded him for his trouble. A prince fo accom¬ 
plished, and matter of the country which was once the mif- 
trefs of all arts, could not be without fome degree of curiofity 
tn vifit the ttupendous remains of antiquity in that territory. 

Athens , at that time, (till pofleffed many monuments of its 
antient greatnefs j and it was governed by the Italians under 
the protection of the Othman court. Mohammed had a laud- He vifits 
able defirc to fee the amazing remains of antiquity there 5 Athens. 
and, having gratified it, he took the city under his peculiar 

protection. 

The prince of Athens , at that time, was Nerio Acciaoli, of Hi (lory of 
a Venetian family, who dying, left his wife, and his young that prin- 
fon, under the care and tuition of the Othman court. The cipality. 
princefs, having youth and beauty on her fide, foon made a 
party at Con/lantinople , which put her in pofiefiionof the go¬ 
vernment of Athens. She fell in love with Paimer io, a young 
Venetian merchant, but he was married. She offered, how¬ 
ever, to make him her hufband, and prince of Athens , pro¬ 
vided he could get rid of his wife. Palmerio , equally amor¬ 
ous and ambitious as the princefs, found no difficulty in be¬ 
coming a widower, for be poifoned his wife, having gone 
.to Italy for that purpofe. The princefs then married him, 
and, by her intereft at Mohammed s court, fbe put him in 
pofTeffion of the principality of Athens. But Franko , a near 
relation of her hufband, throwing himfelf at Mohammed's 
(cer, made him fenfibie of the wicked nefs of the princefs and 
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her hufband, who proved a tyrant to the people. Moham - 
med ', being convinced of the truth, gave the government to 
Franko ; who was no fooner in pofleflion of it than -he im- 
prifoned and murdered the princefs: and, in his turn, he 
experienced the juftice of Mohammed, who ordered his ge¬ 
nera], Omar , to take Athens and hold it for him. Omar per¬ 
formed his commiliion, but found fome difficulty in reducing 
the citadel. Franko , however, delivered it up in lieu of ano¬ 
ther government, bellowed upon him by the moderation of 
* Mohammed. 

We have been the more minute upon this hiftory of Athens, 
becaufe it places the charadter of Mohammed in a new light, 
and difeovers that he was far from being the faithlefs barba- 
Moham .- rjan fome have reprefented him. He was not wanting in 
med's po- policy as well as juftice; and his great care, about this time, 
lie y. fee ms to have been the peopling Conftantinople. Chrijiiam , 

with one accord, allow that the Greeks , after the Furies had 
taken the city, abandoned it. Mohammed well knew the in¬ 
dolence of his own fubjecta, and. how unfit they were to 
people the capital of a new empire. He therefore tranf- 
planted thither the inhabitants of all the places he conquered, 
and granted them peculiar priviledges. 

The Genoefe had declared war againft him for not reftoring 
Gallipoli , or Pera\ upon which he took from them Amajlris , 
and fent the inhabitants to people Conjlantinople. About the 
fame time, hefubdued the empire, as it was called, of TVr- 
hizond , though it was no other than a pitiful diftridl of Kol- 
kis j and its emperor 'John fubmitted to pay him a yearly tri- 
Subdues bute. The iflands of the Archipelago had the fame fate; and 
jflands in their inhabitants, in confequence of Mohammed' s favourite 
the Archi- feheme, were lent to people Conjlantinople. 
pelogo. His chief general in all thofe conquefts was Zogan , who 

appears to have been a man of intrigue as well as courage, 
and was made governor of the Morea by Mohammed. It ap¬ 
pears pretty plain that the Othmans were ftrangeis to the 
ftrength and beauty of that country. It was fo populous that 
Mohammed every month found new enemies in it to fuixlue; 
Hisjuflice but, a t Jaft, he cotnpleated the ccnqucft of it. Amidftall 

his victories, Mohammed {fill kept up a {hew of juftice: for, 
having underftood that his favourite, 'Logan, had made a ty¬ 
rannical ufe of his power, he {tripped him of,his command. 
He treated him, at the fame time, like a flare'; for he obliged 
him to reform his manners, and then he reflored him to his 
places, after having forced him to put to death Acciaoli , the 
late duke of Athens. 

When one reflects upon the ftate of chriftendom about this 
time, 1459, ^ ‘ s hard to pronounce who were the greateft 
barbarians, the Cbrijlians or the Othmans ; peihaps the latter 
and great were now the more virtuous people. We cannot otberwife 
iucceifes. account for the amazing fucccfs of Mohammed's arms, iince 


nothing is more certain than that, 



the Chrijiiam had been 

united 
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united in any one principle, the Turks might have been 
driven out of Europe . But, far from that, Mohammed ex¬ 
tended his conquefts into chriftendom itfelf, even to the fub- 
duing two hundred cities and twelve kingdoms s by which 

we are to underftand petty provinces. 

The reader may be amazed why we are not able to give a 

detail of thofe prodigious conquefts, which would have made 
fo great a figure in the hiftory of Rome, Greece , or Bockariq. 

The reafon is plain. The Othman policy and pride were 
equally enemies to letters ; and Mohammed, though the moft 
accomplifhed prince of his age, trufted more to the'renown 
of his great actions, than to literature, for diffufing his glory 

to pofterity. 

Uzan HaJJan ., a prince on the borders of Perfia , but whofe Conquers 
territories at prefent cannot be defcribed either as to. their Uzantfaj- 
extent or value, was a perpetual thorn in the fide of Mo- fan, 
hammed■ Prince Cantemir improperly calls him the king of 
Cappadocia , though it is certain that the greateft part o tren- 
f:,i was fubje£t to him. He was in league with the prince of 
Sinspi , one of the ftrongeft cities in all A fa. Mohammed found 
means to detach the prince of Sinopi from his alliance with 
I Uzan HaJJan , by giving him up Pbilippoli in lieu of Sinopi • 

After this, having provided a moft immenfe fleet, which, in 
faft, was rather for (hew than fervice, he invaded Uzan Haf- 
Jan* s territories, and obliged him to make peace. He then and the 
marched to Trebizond which he conquered, and put the empire of 
emperor to death, together with all his family. This tranf- Trebixond. 
action reflects great difgrace on the memory of Mohammed, 

I becaufe we know of no motive he could have for fuch fhock- 
ing barbarity. 

The active Slander Beg continued ftill to be the fcourge of Wars with 

the Turks. Hamza, upon Mohammed's accefJion to the Oth- Skander 

man throne, was lent, with twelve thoufand chofen horfe. Beg. 

into Epirus ; but he was defeated and taken by Slander Beg 

and his nephew A me fa. Debreas , another Turkijh general, 

at the head of a ftill greater army, met with the fame fate. 

1 hofe defeats of the Turks left Skander Beg at liberty to a£t 

offenfively againft Mohammed, He propofed, at firft, to be- 

fiege Sfetigrade ; but his chief general, Mofes, difluaded him 

from the refolution, being corrupted by Mohammed ; and 

Skander Beg, receiving a fupply of men from Alphonfo, king 

of Naples, laid fiege to Belgrade, upon the borders of Epirus. 

As it was a place of great confequence, Mohammed, fent Se- 

halias, one of his bafhaws, with forty thoufand horfe, to raife 

the fiege; and he defeated Skander Beg in a great battle, in 

which the latter loft the greater part of his ' Italian auxilia¬ 
ries. 


It muft, however, be confefled,, that there is fomewhat Doubts 
extremely unaccountable in this period of Skander Beg’s hif- ccr.cern- 
tory. W e are told, that, after his defeat, Mofes abandoned ing the 
him, and entered into the fervice of Mohammed, who fent 

him 


ft 
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him with an army into Epirus. _ This army was defeated by 


Skander Beg ; ana Mqfes , returning to his duty, was not only 

• * i . « « .« • t n i * j 


received and pardoned by that prince, but reftored to all his 


former polls and dignities : a clemency that can fcarcely be 


reconciled to common fenfe or prudence. 


Mohammed then changed his meafures, and, finding means 


to inveigle Amefa into his fervice, he proclaimed him king 

gm ® ^ * # « | f | | • > a t U 


of Epirus ; to which he feems to have had a right, as being 
the fon of Skander Beg's elder brother. 


Here the hiftory of Skander Beg is all confufed and uncer¬ 


tain. The Latin writers reprefent him as being perpetually 


vi&orious againft the Turks , and as defeating his nephew 
Amefa , and Mohammed's other generals, with prodigious 


daughter, in every encounter. The Greek writers, on the 


other hand, fay that Mohammed forced him to abandon 


Epirus , and to retire to ltaly 7 from whence he returned into 


Albania , and harrafled the Turks at the head of flying parties. 


This laft feems to be the molt probable account; and we are 


told that Mohammed , after committing the moft horriblecru 


cities in Albania , about the year 1461, found himfeif undera 


neceffity of making peace with Skander Beg 7 to whom he fent 


Mobam - 


confiderable prefents. 


But, whatever Mohammed's land-wars might have been, it 


med's 


is certain that he never loft fight of raifing a great naval 


great na- power, which he employed againft the iflands of the Archi 


yalpower. pelago. He fubdued Mytelene , and left his grand-vizier, 


Mahmud , at the head of a great army, to befiege Lejhs , 


which he likewife took and depopulated after a brave refill 


ance. Nicholas Gattiluzio was then prince of Lejbos , and, 


though all the inhabitants of that illand are faid not to have 


amounted to above twenty-five thoufand fouls, he mur¬ 


dered his brother that he might enjoy the fovereignty. The 


illand being fubdued by Mohammed’s general Mahmud , Ni 


cholas , and his coufin-german Lucius , who had been a party 


in his guilt, turned Mahometans to fave their lives ; bur even 


He fub- 


this did not prevent their being put to death by Mohammed. 


While the latter was thus intent upon conquering the 


dues Wal- iflands of the Archipelago , he was diverted from his purpofe 

by Bladus , the fon of Dragul, prince of IVallakia , who 


lakia. 


threw off the Othman yoke. This Bladus is reprelented as a 


monfter of inhumanity, and is called thepale-maker , from the 

n ft /• « • 1 • rv i * /* • 


vaft number of perfons, his own fubje&s as well as foreign 


ers, whom he impaled alive. Mohammed had always looked 


upon himfeif as fovereign of Wallakia 7 and the prince. 
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waywod, of it, to be no other than his fubftitute and tribu 


tary 


He accordingly impofed upon Bladus an annual tri 


bute of ten thoufand .crowns and five hundred young men, 


who were to be employed in the Othman fervice; and. not 


contented with that, he infilled upon Bladus repairing to his 


court at Canftantinople with the young men, and doing him 


homage. 


Bhd’A 
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Bladus , far from complying with the imperious demand, 
impaled the mefienger alive, and invaded the Otbman domi¬ 
nions, which he laid wafte with fire and fword. He was 
oppofed by Hanfa , one of Mohammed’s chief generals, whom 
he defeated, and, as if he had been determined to ihew the 
Qtkman that there was in the world a man more haughty. 


10 ^ 


Turkljh prifoners 


paled Hanfa 


Mohammed upon this, fell into Wallakta with two hundred and the 


the Danube. He 


prince of 


to have been inftigated to the invafion by Bogdan the prince Karabog 



Karabogdi 

fieged Kilta , upon the Danube. Mohammed’s fleet burnt Bi- 
dina, and Praylabutn , then the moft confiderable places in 
Wallakta , but his army advancing into the country, he 
found it deftitute of inhabitants, Bladus having withdrawn 
them into the cities, and fortified towns. Mo 
fuing his march, came to the fpot where Hanfa , and' the 
other Othmans had been impaled; the fight of their bodies up¬ 
on the flakes, ftruck him with horror; and Bladus , who kept 
the field with a flying camp of ten thoufand men, attacking 
him with vigour, he fufFered confiderably. Had it not been 
for the cruelty of Bladus, he might have given a fevere 


his 


rong 


dan: a • 


check to the Otbman power. But 
for his cruelties, that Mohammed 


brother Drakula 


Wallakta 



Bladus 


expelled from the waywodfihip, and, being equally hated by 
the Hungarians , as by the Othmans , he was fent prifoner to 
Belgrade , but was afterwards killed by the Turks. 

hrom what has been faid, the cruelties of Mohammed feem His far- 
in feveral refpe&s to have been neceflary. It is certain, ther con- 


Ckriftians 

rious to break their faith with Mahometans ; and the greateft 
part of Hungary , Wallakta, Moldavia , Tranfilvania, and the 
adjacent countries, were ftill little better than idolaters, and 

Makometanifm 


queftsover 
the Cbrif- 

tians. 


The 


# 

Morea 


conquefts ; but they were foon ftripped of all, fo that they 
gained nothing, but their having frem fevprities infli&ed upon 
the Chriflians , through Mohammed? s refentment. We are told^ 
that after he had recovered the Morea , he demolifhed the 
.church of the Holy Jpojlles, which was built in the middle 
of Conjlantinople , by the emperor 'JuJlinian the Great , and that 
in the place of it, he erected a' mofque, or Janie, which, His mag 


. fhews him to be no bafbarian, 
was thought, next to the temple of Sandla Sophia, to hav/e 
beep then the largcft place of worlhip in the world. One 
Khri/Iodulus , a Greek , 3nd a Chrijlian, was the architedf, an^ 

fc warded by Mohammed will) a whole ftreet, that was given 
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nificent 
ofque* 





ic8 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

to him in property, befides other noble prefents. It is ab 
furdly faid by Cbrijlian biggots, that Mohammed impaled bin 
alive, to prevent his rearing fo noble a ftruCtore for any o 
his fucceffors. This ridiculous calumny has been applied ti 
other tyrants, particularly Bafilides , the great duke of Mol 


He fub- 


covy. 

About the 



year 

dues Be/- Stephen the prince of Bo 

from the Iconian Sea , "to Sclavonia ; upon 



Mohammed fubdued, and flev 


ma . 


and reduced all the trail of lam 

this occafion 


all Illyria, and at laft, put the prince of that country t( 

ith. Notwithftanding thefe vaft fuccefTes, the Venetians, 


Lemnos 

fubdued. 


mention is made of Sandal , the prince of the Illgrians, wh< 
had a difpute with his brother about the government. Mu- 
hammed took Sandal’s part, but Stephen the other prince, fub 
mitted to Mohammed, who by degrees made himfelf mafte 
of 

death 

and other Italians , again invaded the Morea , but with no 
better fuccefs than before, though they were fupported by 
the Hungarians , under Mathias Hunniadcs , the fon of the 
famous John. They found means however, to fubdue 
Lemnos, but they were defeated at Mytelene , in Lejbos. After 
this,' ! the Venetians applied for a kind of crufaae again!! 
Mohammed ; and the pope interefted himfelf fo much in the 
fame, that he prevailed with Slander Beg to break the peace 
with Mohammed. This pope, Pius, gave Skander Beg alTur- 


{ g 


ances, that he would in perfon invade the Oihtnan domi¬ 
nions, and he actually had made intereft with the Chrijlm 
princes for that purpofe, but died before he could fulfil his 
refolution. Skander Beg gave the Othmans feveral fignal 
overthrows, by which the Venetians once more landed in 
th e Morea, and made an attempt upon Pattras , in which they 
Victories were again unfuccefsful. Skander Beg in the mean time,whofe 
of Skander hiftory approaches fo near to romance that we dare not 

give the particulars of it a place, heaped victory upon 
victory, till at laft Mohammed found himfelf under neceffity 
to employ affaffins to murder him. Perhaps the w’hole of 
the infamous attempt is a fable, and calculated only to 
blacken Mohammed, whofe afiaflins, it is faid, were difeover- 
ed and executed. It is however pretty certain, that, about 
this time, Mohammed invaded Epirus, and befieged Croia with 
two hundred thoufand men, and even the Chrjlan writers 
allow that Skander Beg was fo much diftrefied, as to be 
obliged to repair in perfon to Rome , to follicit aids of pope 
Paid the fecond. The Turkijb general who commanded at 
the fiege of Croia, was Balibanus, and Skander Beg receiving 
feme fuccoursfrom theVenetians, defeated him, and raifed the 
fiege, but the particulars are told with fo much confufion, 
and fuch difsgreement amongft authors, that very little de- 
pendance can be had upon them. For though Skaru'tt 
Beg is reprefented as being perpetually victorious, yet, ac¬ 
cording to the fame authors, we find him generally in half 
follieiting aid of the pope, the Venetians , and other Cbrijian 

powers. 


Doubts 
concern¬ 
ing his 

hiiiory. 
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powers. Upon the whole, therefore, it is mod probable, 
that the famous Skander Beg’s fuccefies had not always foun¬ 
dation in truth. Mohammed , in his laft invafion of Epirus , 
had built a city called Valmes , which greatly annoyed the 
dominions of Skander Beg , and he repaired to LyJJa , a Vene¬ 
tian city, to confult meafures for taking it. All we know 
more of him is, that he died at LyJJ'a , in the fixty-third, or 
fixty-fourth year of his age, and was held in fuch refpe£b, 
even among his enemies, that they wore pieces of his bones 
(which they dug out of his grave) by way of amulets, or 
charms, to procure them good fortune. It appears through 
all the mitts and clouds of hiftory, that he was a great and 
a fortunate commander, though his real a£Hons have been 
debafed by, and intermingled with, fables. It is not even 
certain, though he was a perpetual enemy to the Oilmans , 
wherher he was by birth a Gbrijlian . It is plain, that 
the Chrijiian powers had the greateft opinion of his.fuc- 
cefs and abilities in war, and perhaps it was his intereft 
to keep up that opinion, by magnifying his own exploits. 

After his death, which happened about the year 1466, His death. 
Epirus, and all Albania , fell under the Otbman yoke, as all 
Karamania did foon after. ' 

. The Venetian fleet, however, and the Hungarian armies, Succefs of 
kept Mohammed for fome time in play, and recovered great the Vtne- 
part of Bofnia , and Servia , together with feveral iflands and tians. 
cities in the Archipelago. But the Venetians , at this time, 
began to degenerate, They were ftill in pofleflion of. the 
city of Negropont , lying in the antient Eubea, and deemed to 
be almoft impregnable. Moharmned therefore refolved at 
any rate to make himfelf matter of the city and the whole 
ifland, and fent no fewer than three hundred gallies upon 
the expedition, which were followed by himfelf in per- 
fon, with a moft immenfc army. The fiege of Negropont was 
accordingly formed, and both that and the whole ifland was 
fubdued, Mohammed is accufed of being guilty of putting 
the Venetian general and garrifon to the fword, contrary to 
his capitulation upon this occafion. He is likewife accufed 
-of having put to death the governor’s daughter, a young 
lady, of exquifite beauty, for refufing to fubmit to his em¬ 
braces. .. 

. .About the year 1470, the terror of Mohammed’s arms was 
,fo alarming to the Chrijiian princes, that they entered into 
^.Confederacy againft him, and even engaged Uzan Hajjan , 
who had pretentions upon the empire, of Trebizond: and in 
the fame quarrel, the other parties were, pope Sixtus the 
fourth, the kings of Naples , and. Cyprus , and the grand 
matter of Rhodes. The Venetians under Mocenigo, joining 
feventeen gallies belonging to the king of Naples , committed 
.prodigious ravages upon the Othman coafts, and their fleet 
being afterwards increafed by the pope’s gallies, they even 
took Smyrna 9 and fpread terror to the very gates of Conjlan- 
~ tinople. 
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Chrifl , 


Mohammed , and that 


to begin the war. yibout the year 1473, Mocentgo , the Ve¬ 
netian admiral, ravaged the country of Lydia , and reftored 
the king of Cilefia to his territories, which he had been dif. 
pofleffed of by Mohammed. Uzan Hajfan , about the fame 
time, invaded the Othman dominions, both by himfelf and his 
generals, but his fon Zeynpddin was killed by Mujlapha , Mo> 
hammers eldeft fon, and his army defeated, though 


with 


prodigious lofs to the Othmans . This 
between Uzan HaJJan and Mohammed , \ 

PeJida. The 
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Kajfa , and made fucH conquefirs in 'Tartary , that Mohammd 
even appointed a crim, or head lord, to that country, and 
Was acknowledged to be lord paramount of it. 

The Turks were not equally fortunate upon the fide of 
Europe, where they were defeated by Stephen , the waywod of 
Moldavia and their general, Solevman. was killed ; all the 


wafte 


Mohammed had 


, but it was abandoned by the inhabitants, 
who, upon the approach of the Othman arms, generally fled 
into the walled cities. The great Skander Beg being 
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men. The fiege proved Jong and difficult, and the Othman 
troops brought before the place, are faid to have amounted 
at laft to three hundred and fifty thoufand men. This 
irrefiftable force drove the Venetians to defpair, and they pun- 
chafed a peace with Mohammed , at the expence of giving up 
Skutari , and all their pretentions to the ifle of Lemnos , and 
furrendering Tenarus , in the Morea . In fhort, they became 
to be little lefs than tributaries to the Othman court, for 
they paid eight thoufand ducats a year, for liberty to traffic 
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ed by eighty thoufand of Mohammed’s bell troops, and con- 
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ju&ed by fee ret traitors, who had difeovered to the Othmans 
all the particulars of the place. One Gervafe Rogers, an 
J finglijhtnan, is faid to have fignalized himfelf in the defence 
of Rhodes, by breaking down a bridge, from which the Turks 
battered the tower of faint Nicholas , the principal defence of 
the place. After this, the Turkijh general Majih , is faid to have 
employed fome treacherous Rhodians to poifon the grand 
matter, but the treafon was difeovered, and the traitors were 
executed. The fiege, however, went on with the utmoft 
fury, and the Othmans in One aflault loft five thoufand men. 

This lofs, with the great courage and refolution of the grand 
matter, obliged Majih to raife the fiege. 

Mohammed , the longer he lived, contracted the greater Otranto 
hatred for the Chrijlian powers. This perhaps may be conquer- 
eafily accounted for; becaufe though many brave and ed. 
worthy Chrijlians lived in his time, the governing Chrijlian 
powers were biggotted, faithlefs, and entirely devoted to 
the fee of Rome , which directed them to all aCtions of trea¬ 
chery and breach of faith. Mohammed was fenfible that 
all his oppofition in his wars which he had had with the 
Chri/lians, lay in Italy ; he therefore fome time before his 
death fitted out an armament, and embarked an army at 
Valloha , a fea-port in Macedonia. He gave the command 
of this expedition to one of his bafhaws named Ahmed , who 
landed in Apulia , and took Otranto, which he ftrongly for¬ 
tified. and garrifoned, in hopes of its fervihg the Othmans, 
as a key into Italy, and after ravaging that fine country he 
returned to Corjlantinople, intending the year after to renew 
the invafion. 

It happened luckily for the Chrijlian powers, that the League 

princes of Afia were equally jealous, as they were, of Mo- againft 

lammed’ s greatnefs. The fultan of Perfia, Ufan Ha Jan the Moham- 

Xaramanian, the fultan of Egypt , and feveral other Ajlatic med, 

powers, confederated among!! themfelves, and with the 

Chrijlians, againft Mohammed, who found himfelf obliged to 

raife the whole force of his empire to avert the danger. It 

is faid by the Chrijhan writers, that his fon Bajazet, who at 

firft commanded this army, was defeated by XJfan Hajjan . 

It is certain that Mohammed, being joined by his victorious 

bafliaw Ahmed, could.not renew his attempt againft Italy, 

and was advancing in perfon againft the Afiatic princes, 

when being encamped at Mdltcpe , near Nicea, hedied of the His death 

gout, and a complication of other diforders, in the year an( j 

1481, in the thirty-firft year of his reign, and the fifty-firft 
of his life. 

It has been already obferved, that the Chrijlian writers character, 
nave perhaps been too fevere upon the memory of this great 

prince and cbnqueror, on account of the barbarities he ex- 
crcifed againft thofeof their religion. This is the more pro¬ 
bable, oecaufe he was indifputably pofiefled of virtues that 

adorn the beft of men, and feveral barbarities of which he 
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was guiltlefs, have been charged upon him. He was tfi« 
moft learned prince of his age, for he fpoke Greeks Chaldee 
Arabic , Perjian^ Latin. This education feems to have been 
owing to his father’s philofopic turn of mind, but a prince 
may underftand the languages, and yet be a barbarian. That 
Moha?mned was not fo, appears from the encouragement he 

gave to fine arts, he was the belt poet in his empire, he had 
an infatiable thirft after knowledge, when his warlike purfuits 
gave him leave, and in painting he had fo good a tafte, that 
he fent, as we have feen, for the famous Ge?itili Bellino , the 
great reviver of that art in Europe , to draw his picture. H e 
was fo well pleafed with the performance of this artift, that 
he took him not only into his patronage, but into his friend- 
lhip. He honoured him with a crown, and collar of gold, 
and rewarded him with three thoufand golden ducats. He 
equally extended his favours to thofe who excelled in other 
arts and profefliqns. He ftudied hiftory, he was an excellent 
aftronomer, and, as a prince, he is on all hands allowed to 
have been a great and an excellent jufticiary amongft his 
own fubje&s. Though we are far from endeavouring to 
clear him from the charge of blood and cruelty, yet it may 
be proper to obferve, that the Otbman education of princes 
is very unfit for teaching them the fentiments of tender- 
nefs and humanity. In the courfe of this hiftory we have 
obferved, that the morals, and pra&ice of the Chrijl'm 
princes were equally improper for giving him any exalted 
idea of their virtues. As to his perfon, he was below the 
middle fize, but ftrong fet, and his limbs were large. Philip 
de Comines , a cotempary writer, fays, that he ufed feldomto 
appear abroad but in a chariot. His complexion was fallow, 
and his looks, at once, full of fternefs, and melancholly. 
At the time of his death he was, perhaps, the moft powerful 
prince in the world, owing to the difunion that prevailed 
amongft his adverfaries. 


The Reign <?/Bajazet the Second. 

He is fuc- A CCORDING to moft hiftorians, Mujlapha , theeldefi 

ceeded by fon of Mohammed , and one of his moft fuccefsful ge- 

Bajtiztt, nerals, died in his father’s life time, and fome fay, by his 

command, fo.r haying ravifhed the wife of a favourite 
bafhaw. His fecond fon, Baja'z.et , was appointed by Moham¬ 
med his fucceflor, but had made a vow at the time of his 
father’s death, to perform the pilgrimage to Mecca , which all 
Otbmans, once in their life time, undertake. The firft mi- 
nifteF fent him an exprefs, informing him of his exaltation 
-to the Otbman throne, and the danger of his delaying to 

take pofieiiion of it. Bajazet • was loo religious to put off his 

pilgrimage, 
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pilgrimage, but ordered his great men to acknowledge his who 
l'on Korkud , in his room. This Korkud was a young prince orders his 
of remarkable virtue and modefty, and he accordingly Ton Kor- 
mounted the throne, and performed all a&s of fovereignty, kud to 
prayers being made, and money {lamped in his name. Ba- mount the 
jazet performed his pilgrimage as the Ample governor of Othman 
Amafia , the Ration he was in at his father’s death, and re- throne, 
turning in nine months, he ordered his great men to continue 
to obey his fon as their fovereign, while he himfelf retired 
to a private life. It is juftly queftionable, whether Bajazet 
ierioufly meant that he Ihould be obeyed, or whether the 
great miniffers knew the fentiments of Korkud , as to his re¬ 
taining the fovereignty. It is certain, that the young prince, who re¬ 
hearing of his father’s return, waited upon him at the head figns to 
of his court and army, near Necta , where he was the firft to his father, 
do him homage; and condu&ed his father to the member, 
or imperial throne, which he carried along with him for 
that purpofe. This was in the year 1581. Bajazet accord¬ 
ingly entered Confiantinople , as fecond emperor of the 'Turks , 
and nobly rewarded Korkud , who was then about nineteen 
years of age, for his filial piety. Jem , (whom the Chrijlian Rebellion 
writer call Zizem y Z ernes, or Zizemus), the eldeft fon of Mo- of Jem, 
hammed , born after he came to the fovereignty, was at that 
time fanjak, or governor of Iconium, and pretending that 
Bajazet was the fon not of an emperor, but of a private 
man, he laid claim to the empire. He likewife pretended, 
that the will of his father not being written, but refting 
only on the credit of a treacherous minifter, was of no 
force. Jem having courage, ambition, and more amiable 
virtues than Bajazet , took the title of emperor at Prufa, and 
foon raifed a great army of Afiatics. But Bajazet’s troops 
being in excellent condition, and headed by Ahmed , the beft 
foldier in the empire, foon defeated Jem , in a bloody battle 
near Prufa, and obliged him to fly to Kayte Bay, the fultan who is 
of Egypt , or, as he is called, king of Mefer. This Kayte Bay twice de¬ 
ls faid to have been a great, and a politic prince, and, inftead feated, 
of gratifying Jem’s revenge againft his brother, he advifed 
him to make a tour of pilgrimages to holy places, which 
Jem feemed difpofed to do, ’till he could fee what turn the 
affairs of the empire would take ; but, after Kayte Bay had 
given him an equipage fuitable to his quality, Jem joined 
himfelf to the princes of Karamania , Varfak , and Turgad , 
and again was at the head of an army, which en¬ 
camped between Iconium, and Larenda; once more he was 
defeated by Ahmed , Bajzet’s general, and his children, were 
put to death by Bajazet’ s order. 

It is agreed on all hands, that Bajazet , at this time, began 
to be extremely unpopular, fo that nothing but the regard 
which the Turks had for the right of primogeniture, or ra¬ 
ther the will of the late emperor, would have kept him upon 
the Othman throne. He is faid to have difiributed vaft fun>s 
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of money amongft his troops, to engage their fidelity. Ai 
to Jem, after being defeated, he wandered about from place 
to place, till he came to the fea-coaft of Cilicia , where he 
provided a flout Chip to carry him off, in cafe he was pur¬ 
ified. In the mean while, however, he applied to Damboife , 
the grand mafter of Rhodes , for'fhelter. Damboife , imagin¬ 
ing that it would be of the higheft importance for chriften- 
dom, to give a retreat to the rival of its capital enemy, 
readily promifed him not only fhelter but fupport, and 
ordered a fmall quadron to bring him from Cilicia to 
Rhodes. But the purfuit after Jem was fo hot, that he was 
obliged to goon board his own (hip, from whence, according 
to Chrijlian authorities, he (hot upon the top of an arrow a 
flinging letter to his brother, who hearing of Jem s efcape, 
was thrown into the utmoft terror and agony of mind. 

Jem arrived fafely at Rhodes , where he was kindly enter¬ 
tained by the grand mafter, to whom he told his tragical 
ftory. But Bajazct countermined him, and fent Ahmed , of 
whofe credit with the army he was now grown jealous, 
offering the grand mafter an advantageous treaty, and a 
penfion of forty thoufand ducats a year, for Jem's main- 
tainance, if he would keep him in confinement. Damboife , 
thought it neither for his honour or intereft to comply; he 
knew the Chrijlian princes, on whofe protection he depend¬ 
ed, would refent his accepting the offers, and, as the moft 
prudent part he could aCt, he refolved to difoblige neither 
them nor Bajazet , if poflible. According to Richer , a French 
cotemporary author, he began to affect a diftruft of Jem , 
which gave him a pretext for putting him under confine¬ 
ment, and thereby he was intitled to the forty thoufand 
ducats, which he received of Bajazct. But the politicks of 
Europe did not admit of Jem's continuing long in this con¬ 
finement. Charles the eighth of France , was then meditat¬ 
ing the conquefl: of Naples , and found that it would be ex¬ 
tremely convenient for him to have Jem in his pofi'eflxon. 
The king of Hungary eameftly defired to be his keeper, 
becaufe he could be ufeful in flirring up revolts upon the 
borders of Turkey againft Bajazet ; but the pope, as the 
common father of chriftendom, put in the faireft claim for 
the cuftody of his perfon. Damboife chofe to oblige Charles , 
but in a way that he ftiould not forfeit Bajazet' s penfion. 
He fent Jem a kind of prifoner to one of the commanderiea 
of his order in Poielou , called le Bourneuf. Charles , by this, 
becoming in fadl mafter of Jan's perfon, was applied to at 
the fame time, by an ambaflador from Bajazet , and by ano¬ 
ther ambaffador from the pope, each defiring to have his 
perfon. Pope Innocent the eighth had the preference, and 
Jem was carried to Rome , where he was received with great 
pomp, bur, according to the beft teftimonies, he refufed, 
with great indignation, to kifs the foot of his holinefs. We 
are iikcvvilc allured, that he continued a Ariel obferver of the 

Mahometan 
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Mahometan rites of religion, and pra&ifed them punctually 
even at Rome . From thence he went to Naples^ under the 
pontificate of Alexander the fixth. 

All the writers of that age agree in giving Jetn the high- Character 
eft of characters for addrefs, politenefs, courage, eloquence, 
and a fine perfon. But the cotempary Turkijh , and ChriJUan 
authors differ widely, as to the manner of his death. It is 
certain, that he was at Tarcina , in the kingdom of Naples , 
when Charles invaded it. The Turkijh hiftories are very 
explicit, as to the manner of his death. They tell us, that 
an artful Italian renegate, who had been made barber-baflbi, 
the fixth poll of honour in the Othman court, or chief bar¬ 
ber, for the fine hand he had in (having, pretended to re¬ 
turn to Chrijlianity , and being admitted to Jen? s fervice, he 
cut his throat at Naples , from whence he efcaped to Con/lan - 
tinople , where Bajazet , according to the oath he made before 
the barber fet out, railed him to the high poft of prime 
vizier. But Chrijlian writers give a more propable account 
of that event. 

They tells us that Alphonfo , king of Naples , applied to and deaths 
Bajazet for afliftance, againft Charles , by a bifhop his am- 
baffador. Bajazet received the biihop politely, and fent 
back an ambaffador of his own, with a large fum of money 
to be employed againft Charles , and a private letter to pope 
Alexander the fixth. The contents of this letter were, an 
offer of two or three hundred thoufand crowns, provided he 
would give up Jetn , or confent to his being but to death; 
this profer is laid to have opperated fo well with his holi- 
nefs, that Jetn was poifoned. His death probably was ef¬ 
fected by the Italian renegade, with the pope’s connivance, 
though not in the manner he gave out; and it is very 
likely, that Alexander might, to fave appearances, make a 
cloke of the Italian , faying, that he had cut the unfortunate 
prince’s throat. But what deftroys, in a manner the credi¬ 
bility of the Turkijh account, is the filence of Charles him- 
felf, and cotemporary authors, with regard to it. His death 
happened in the year 1495, and his body was fent to Prufa 9 
where it was interred. 

We have anticipated, in point of time, the account of Bajazeda 
Jem's death, that we may.without interruption attend the farther 
Othman hiftory. About the year 1482, Bajazet fortified the conqueils. 
Morca , and made himfelf mailer of Kili, and Akkiertnan , 
upon the Danube , the keys of Moldavia. After this, accord¬ 
ing to the Turkijh hiftorians, he conquered Karamania , and 
killed its prince in battle, though he was fupported by the 
fultan of Egypt. All thofe, and other great conquefts, are 
deftitute of chronology in the TurkiJJ) hiftories; which, not- 
withftanding their inaccuracy, we are obliged to follow. 

Chrijlian writers, however, have given us the motives for his 
invading Moldavia , which were as follow. 

I 2 Upon 
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againft 
Ahmedi 


ftigated by an. old balhaw called Ifaak , whofe daughter Ah¬ 
med had divorced, as being criminal with Mujtapba , Bajazet s 
elder brother, refolved to deftroy Ahmed. To give fome 
colour, befides jealoufy, to the murder, it was given out 
amongft the courtiers, that Ahmed had luffered Jem to 
efcape, and had entered into dangerous intrigues with Ba- 
jazet's eldeft fon. The emperor, however, was too great a 
matter of diffimulation, to fuffer any mark of his dclign to 
appear; far from that, he received Ahmed on his return from 
his embafly, with unufual honours, and gave him a noble 
entertainment, at which both he and his gueft drunk to ex¬ 
cels of the richeft wines ; but when the company, according 
to cuftorn, had robes given them by the emperor, as a mark 
of his favour, and their difmiflion, that of Ahmed was of 
black velvet, which the Turks look upon to be the fore-run¬ 
ner of im mediate death. Ahmed-, like a brave rnoflem, called 
-the emperor a fon of a ftrumpet, and reproached him for 
fuffering him to drink wine, as he intended fo foon to put 
him to death; but whilft the executioners were preparing to 
do their office, Bajazet , refle&ing upon the conferences, 
ordered the execution to be fufpended. Ahmed's fon, however, 
fufpeaing the truth, raifed the janifaries,who adored Ahmed, 
into a mutiny, they befet the imperial palace, they reviled 
the emperor, who appeared to them at a window, with the 
moft approbious names, and forced him to deliver their be¬ 
loved general into their hands ; but Bajazet , though obliged 
to diflemble, foon after gave orders to murder Ahmed as he 

whom at fat at fupper. This threw the janifaries into new cornmo- 

tions* to appeafe which* Bajazet undertook the expedition 

into Moldavia * in which he made the conquefts above. 

mentioned. The country, however, was far from being 
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it with great deftrudtion. But the winter approaching, the 
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gainft the were commanded by their prince. Kaytc Bay , was lupport- 
Mamlucks ed by the Cherkajians , then reckoned the moft warlike 
o iEgypt, people in Afta , and the moft noble and independent. Bajazet 

knew that Kayte Bay had befriended his brother Jem , and 
had given him money. But Kayte Bay was fo great a gene¬ 
ral, and fo powerful, that Bajazet not chufing to attack him 
dire&ly, incited Alidulet , a petty prince of Afta , to invade 
the Egyptian dominions ; which he did with fome fuccels, 
being fupported by Bajazet 1 s troops. Kayte Bay being 
equally afraid of the Othman power, obferved the fame 

policy, and employed Kior Shah , another petty prince, to 

attack 
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attack the’Othmans ; thofe wars continued for fome time, 
with various fuccefies, but at laft the two principals declar¬ 
ed war againft one another. That part of Syria, which be¬ 
longed to Kayte Bay, was invaded by the Qtkmans , and a 
general battle enfuing, the latter were defeated, though with 
an equal lofs to the former; but the Turkijh fleet being de- 
ftroyed by a tempeft, Bajazet was obliged to make peace 
upon difadvantageous terms, by giving up all his conquefts 
to Kayte Bay. After this, Bajazet invaded CherkaJJtn^ and 
fubdued it, fo as that Kayte Bay , defpairing of any farther 
fupport from that country, is faid to have broke his heart 
with grief. Upon the whole, Bajazet was rather a gainer 
than a lofer by this war. 

Bajazet having a religious turn, thought himfelf about He affifls 
this time obliged to aflift the Mahometans , who were oppreff- the Maho - 
ed, and upon the point ofbeing exterminated in Spain. As metans of 
lie could aid them only by fea, he fent a fleet into the Medi- Spain, 
terranean, which did fome damage to the Chrijlian princes, but 
without being able to deliver the Mahometans in Spain. After His far- 
this, about the year 1489, he fent Takuh , one of his generals, ther con- 
into Kroatia , and Bofnia , where he gave feveral fevere defeats quells, 
to the Chrijlians , and made great conquells. It was about 
this time, that Bajazet married his daughter to Ahmed, the 
grandfon Of Uzan HaJJan. About the year 1490, war again 
broke out between the Othmans, and Egyptians, in which the 
former made feveral conquefts, and defeated their enemies. 

In the year 1492, Bajazet' s general obtained feveral advan¬ 
tages over the Rhodians , and his. fon-in-law Ahmed , flying His fon- 
from Gonjlantinople, feized the principality of Tauris , after in-law 
defeating the fifth fultan of the diriafty of the White Sheep, made 
The Chrijlian and Turkijh authors differ fo widely in point prince 
of chronology, that it is impoflible to fix the precife periods of Tauris . 
of Bajazet' s AJiatic wars. We know however, that in the 
year 1499, he laid fiege to Lepanto , in Greece , and took it 
at the firft alfault. He afterwards took Modon . by ftorm, 
and Koroni furrendered to him. It is faid by Chrijlian hifto- 
rians, that he undertook thofe conquefts againft the Vene¬ 
tians, by the inftigation of Sfortia , duke of Milan , and in 
refentment of what he had fuftered from the Venetians. The 
latter were very unfortunate in the choice of their admiral, 
who fuffered the Chrijlian fleet to be defeated; for which he 
was afterwards banilhed by a decree of the fenate. In this 
war, Friuli , and other parts of Italy, were ravaged by the 
Othmans. But in the year 1500, Pifaurio, the Venetian admi¬ 
ral, took twenty of the Othman gallies at one time, arid be¬ 
ing joined by the Spanijl) admiral, he reduced the ifle of 
Egina, and took the city of Cefalonia, with the whole ifland, 
from the infidels. He afterwards burnt one of their greateft 
gallies, and took eleven of their vefiels that were laden 
with ltores of all kinds', together with the caftle of P/Aw. To 
counterballance thofe difafters, in the year 1501, the Vene- 

13 tians 



11$ 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

tians , finding the vaft trade they carried on for fo many ages, 
and their naval power declining, grew weary of the wir 
with the Othmans. They had loft Lepanto , and Durazzo , 
and through the over great forwardnefs of fome French , who 
joined them, they failed in an attack they made againft 
Mitelenes after this the French feparated their fquadron from 
the Venetians , and failed home, which obliged the latter 
ferioufly to think of peace with the Othmans. Previous to 
that, in conjunction with fome of the pope’s gallies, they 
took the whole ifland of Neritos ; this rendered the terms of 
peace the more practicable ; and indeed when we compare 
the lofies and weaknefles of the Venetians , with the power 
and fuccefs of Bajazet , we muft acknowledge the latter to 
Peacecon- have a&ed with wonderful moderation. The agent who 
eluded managed on both fides, was Andreas Grittas , then a Have at 
with the the Othman court, and the terms were, that Lenkas , and Ne- 
Venetians. ritos , Ihould be reftored to the Turks , and Cefalonia to the 

Venetians , who were likewife allowed to have a free trade to 
Conjlantinople , and the ports on the Euxine Sea , with a conful 
at that capital, and other privileges. 

Attempt From thofc moderate terms, it is evident that Bajazet was 
to jnurder f ar f rom delighting in war ; his real intention was, could he 
Bajazet. effect to live in peace. But- the defeendants of Slander 

Beg , at the time of making peace with the Venetians , railed 
up frefti commotions in Albania , which obliged Bajazet to 
march thither. Upon his return, a Turkijh dervis, or monk, 
under pretence of afking for alms, attempted to allaffinate 
him, but miffing his blow the traitor was torn in pieces. 
Bajazet having now put a period to his wars, difmifled his 
army, that he might enjoy the fvveats of peace. But his 
Rebellion tranquillity was interrupted, by one, who was called Shah 
of Shah Kuli , or the Jlave cf Satan , who broaching fome he to rod ox 
Kulij opinions, in Anatolia , which he pretended to confirm with 

miracles, got together a great number of followers, out of 
whom he formed an army. The opinion of fandiity this 
impoftor had acquired, by his confining himfelf (even years 
in a cave, was l'o great, that even Bajazet , every year, fent 
him feven hundred afpers in charity. His actions, however, 
were far from correfponding with his profeffions ; for having 
formed an army of ten thoufand men, he plundered the 
country, and committed fevcral acts of inhumanity. He 
afterwards defeated an4 took prifoner Iiaragofa , beglerbeg, 
or chief governor, of the province, and futnmoned Kutahia, 
its capital, to furrender; upon its refufing, he impaled Kara- 
gofa alive, in fight of the garrifon. Korkucl ’, Bajazet 1 s fon, 
who de- was governor of Magmjia, where he led a privatp philo- 
feats the fophical kind 0 f a life, and thinking it his duty tO ! beftir 

Othmans . himfelf againft this rebel, he raifed fome troops, but he'was 

defeated. 

Bajazet , all this while, was indulging himfelf in the en¬ 
joyments of peace 3 and, notwithstanding the danger of this 

rebellion, 
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rebellion, he never heard of it till he received a letter from 
Korkud acquainting him of his defeat. Bajazet was extremely 
. ,exafperatea with his generals and minifters, who had kept 
him fo long in the dark ; but ordered the bafhaw Alt to take 
the field, and his fon Ahmed to join him from Amafta , where 
he was governor. But the fhah Knit, by this time, had en¬ 
tered Karamania , and had defeated and killed feveral of Ba¬ 
jazet's generals. He then advanced to the plain of Zibbu&ia, 
where a battle enfued between him and the bafhaw Ali, who 
fell in the field ; on which his army was routed. 

We are in the dark as to the fequel of the {hah Kult* s ad¬ 
ventures; fome fay that he was defeated by Bajazet' s generals, 
and that, after committing feveral a&s of robbery, he fled to 
Perfia , where he was put to death by Shah Ijinael. Others 
pretend that that prince gave him a very favourable recep¬ 
tion. Upon the whole, he feems to have been a very extra¬ 
ordinary perfon, and he merited from the Turks the title by 
which he was diftinguifhed. Scarcely was Bajazet rid of this 
rebellion, before an earthquake deftroyed a great part of Con- Earth- 
Jlantinople , and buried thirteen thoufand pf - the inhabitants quake, 
in the ruins. 

Bajazet ftill continued to lead a reclufe voluptuous life. Rebellion 
Histwofons, Ahmed and Selling had a&ive military difpofi-of Selim, 
tions; while Korkud preferred retirement and ftudy. Ba- Bajazet’s 
jazet , tired with the cares of empire, openly declared his fon. 
intention to refign it to his fon Ahmed, who was ftill governor 
of Iconium. But Selim, who governed Trapezond, trufting to 
his intereft amongft the janifaries, crofted the Euxine -Sr?, and 
advanced towards Adrianople , on pretence of paying a duti¬ 
ful vifit to his father, whom he had not feen fince his accef- 
fion to the empire. 

Notwithftanding this plaufible pretence, which, amongft 
the Turks is held next to facred, Bajazet law through bis 
fon’s defign ; and, fhaking off his lethargy, he put himfelf 
at the head of his troops, and met and defeated Selim at He is de- 
Ogris. Bajazet fhewed an uncommon moderation after his feated. 
vidlory ; for, contented with that, he fuffered Selim to efcape 
to his father-in-law ? the khan of the Krim, who had been 
the principal abettor of his rebellion, and had afiifted hin> 
with fhipping. 

The moderation of Bajazet created in Ahmed fome fufpici- Ahmed re? 
ons, and he refufed to come to Conjlantinopk to receive the bels. 
pmpire, though prefled to jt by his father. In ftjort, accord- 
jpg to the Turkijh hiftories, he turned rebel as well as Selim , 
and encamped at Skutari , oppofite to Conflantinople . In this 
tliftrefs, Bajazet threw his eyes upon his dutifu fon Kor- 
kud , who had been obliged to retire to that capital, and of¬ 
fered to refign his empire to him. But he was no longer 
mafter of his own refolution. The janifaries were tired of 
peace ; and Ahmed, retreating from Skutari , had feized the 
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provinces of the Lejfer Afta, which rendered him extremely 
unpopular. 

Selim , on the other hand, entered into private connexions 
With the great men of the empire, and the chief janifaries, 
who infifted, even with threatnings, that he ihould mount 
Bajmet the Otkman throne. Selim, at fir if, feemed very backward 
fo;ced to to comply; but, finding his party too ftrong to be difap- 
refign his pointed, he fet out from Kaffa with his former pretext of 
throne to paying his duty to his father, but with a {lender attendance. 
Sehm. The vaft refort of janifaries to Selim , foon convinced Ba - 

jazet of what he was to cxpedt. He preffed Selim to come to 
vifit him, but that prince reproached him with his indolence 
and the mifmanagements of his government, through which 
the upftarc princes of Perfia and Egypt had aggrandized 
themfelves, at the expence of the Othman power; and in* 
lifted upon fome examples of juftice being made. 

Bajazet, perceiving that nothing lefs than an immediate 
refignation would fatisfy his ambitious fon, inftantly diverted 
himfelf of the empire in Selim's favour, whofe.permiflxon he 
begged to live privately at Dymotika. Selim , having com¬ 
pared his main ends, prefied his father to remain in his pa¬ 
lace at Conjlantinople ; but he declined the invitation, faying, 
That one fcabbard could not contain two {'words. He there¬ 
fore took what he thought proper for his future fubfiftence, 
cut of the imperial treaitiry, and fet out for Conjlantinople , 
attended by Selim and a few friends. Selim , taking leave of 
his father, left him to purfue his journey, but meditated 
how to deprive him of his life, as he had of his throne. 

H is death This unnatural refolution, fo agreeable to the Othman po- 
and cha- licy, was carried into execution by one Hainan, a Jewijb 
rader, phyfician, whom Selim bribed, and who poifoned his father 

on his journey to Dymotiha , when he had advanced but forty 
miles. The Othman fovereigns Jive with fo much referve, 
and the tranfaXions of their feraglios are fo fecret, that the 
Turkrjb and Chrijlian writers differ widely with regard to 
Bajazet’s age at the time of his death. The former, who 
are not to be trufted, fay that he lived to fixty-two, and that 
he reigned thirty-two, years ; while the latter make him 
eighty years of age when he died. 

13 y what we have feen of this prince, it appears that he 
was brave, wife, and moderate. Indolence and fuperftition, 
however, got the better of his virtues; and, being naturally 
jealous, he is faid to have given private orders for putting to 
death his fon Mohammed , a prince of great expeXation and 
accomplifhments. The death of Bajazel happened in the 
year 1510; and feverai monuments of his magnificence and 
architecture, in various kinds, are yet to be feen in the Oth- 
man empire. 
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I j Selim I. 

ItT is plain that Selim owed his advancement to the Othman Succeed- 
[X throne to the partiality of the janifaries in his favour > but ed by Se- 
|he had many difficulties to encounter before he was fettled lim. 

[in it. Korkud who was at Conjlantinople at this time, after 
his father’s rcfignation, retired again to a private life at Mag - 
L ejla but, by many of the Turks, he was confidered as de- 
iigned by Bajazet to be his fucceffor, and therefore had great 
influence in the empire. But Selim’s greateft danger arofe 
from Ahmed, who was in the field at the head of an army. 
iSelim, however, being in great reputation for his a&ivity and who puts 
courage, and having the janifaries on his fide, defeated and his bro* 

put to death Ahmed, after experiencing a great variety of for- thers to 
(tune in the field._ < . _ death. 

The nextfacrifice which the unnatural Selim made to his 
jealoufy and ambition, was the virtuous Korkud, whom 
filial piety could not fave from the bow-ftring; for, being 
difcovered as he was endeavouring to efcape to Rhodes, he 
was ftrangled by his brother’s order. Before his death, he 
is faid to have written, in Turkijh verfe, a letter to Selim, re¬ 
proaching him for his inhumanity, which gave the tyrant ter¬ 
rible uneaftnefs and remorfe. This, however, did not pre¬ 
vent him from wading farther in blood, for he put to death 
all the great men of his empire whom he fufpe&ed of favour¬ 
ing either his brothers or his father. 

Selim, thinking by thofe bloody meafures that his empire 
wnsfecure, proceeded to put to death many other princes of 
bis houfe j and, the plague raging at Qonftantinople , he fixed 
his refidence at Adrianople. 

It was there that he projected to invade the dominions of lie de- 
Ifbmael, fophy of Perfia ; which he did with a numerous ar- feats the 
my. This happened in the year 1514. Having advanced to Perfians . 
the plain Khaldrian , near Tauris, he was oppofed by the 
Perfmi troops, and made his treasurer his chief minifter, for 
coinciding with him in opinion that the Perfians ought in- 
fiantly to be attacked. A battle accordingly was fought ; 
but it muft have been fatal to the Othmans , had it not been 
for a kind of a mafked battery of cannon, which was opened 
againft the Perfians, during the heat of the engagement, by 
Suum Pafna. This gave the victory to the Othmans, who 
killed the beft of the Perjian generals, and took all the trea¬ 
sures and equipages of IJbmacl. But Selim did not put his 
prifoners to death, or even carry them into flavery. 

Such is the Turkijh account of this war. The Chrijlian 
biftorians, on the other hand, fay, that Morad, one of Ah¬ 
med's (ons,. had taken refuge. at the Perfian court. IJkmael 
give him his daughter in marriage ; and, being difgufted with 
2 perfonal affront he thought he had received from Selim , 
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fent Morad , with ten thoufand horfe, to invade Capadocit 
Morad was fupported by Vafi Ogli , at the head of twentj 
thoufand horfe more; and the main body of the Perftatt artnj 
remained, under IJhmael himfelf, in Armenia . Selim flew, ai 
the head of forty thoufand men, to repel the invafion; bu| 
found that Morad had obtained feveral advantages in Capa, 
docia. This obliged him to perform a long and a dangerous 
inarch, till he arrived at the Kaldarian plains, near Koy, in 
Armenia , where IJhmael ftill refuted. Upon his arrival, fome 
conferences pafled between him and Selim by heralds; but 
IJhmael refufmg to deliver up Morad\ a battle enfued, in 
which, after a long conteft, the Perfians were defeated. The 
number of troops headed by Selim, on this occafion, are faid 
to have amounted to three hundred thoufand. Rut the Per? 
fans, though far inferior in numbers, were much betterdif. 
ciplined. IJhmael himfelf was wounded in the battle, which 
was fought on the feventh of Augujl , 1514; and, in his re¬ 
treat, he ordered the city of Tauris to be l'urrendered to &//», 
which was accordingly done. 

Lois of But, though both the Turkijh and Chriftlan hiflorians give 
Selim. the vi&ory to Selim , it is certain it coft him thirty thoufand 

of his beft troops; and the remainder was fo harrafled, that 
they could make no farther progrefs. It is recorded, to the 
honour of Selim, that a great number of Perfian ladies being 
taken in IJhmael's camp, he fet them all at liberty but one, 
whom he gave in marriage to a bafliaw ; and many women, 
drefled in mens cloaths and armour, being found dead upon 
the field of battle, he ordered them to be honourably interred. 
Upon the whole, it appears, from the ccnfequences, that 
Selim loft more than he gained by his vidlory. Though 
1 Tauris had been yielded to him, he did not chufe to take poH 
feffion of it, being diftruftful of the inhabitants, and afraid 
that IJhmael , who was getting together a great army, might 
befiege him, cut off his provifions, and prevent his return 
to Conjlantinople. But, in fact, Selim had been difappointed 
by great numbers of the Perfian nobility, who lay upon the 
borders of the two empires, and who, having been difgufted 
with IJhmael , had invited Selim to invade the Perfian domi¬ 
nions ; but they either retraced their engagements or were 
over-awed by IJhmael. That prince foon recruited his army, 
and the Turks prepared to retreat, to the great mortification 
of Selim , who wanted to pafs the winter in the neighbour -1 
hoodofT^am. This the janifaries would by no means agree! 
to ; and, upon the approach of IJhmael s army, the Othmm I 
retreated with fuch precipitation, that two thoufand of them I 
who is were drowned in the Euphrates. IJJmael followed in the pur -1 
forced to fuit 5 and the inhabitants of the mountains, which the 0/M 
retire. mans were obliged to crofs, harrafled them fo much, that $M 

lim, with the utmoft difficulty, brought back the wretched I 

remains of his army to Trebezond. I 
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appears, however, that, on the whole, the Othmans were the 
greateft fufFers : but Selim had the higheft refentment againft 
mudaulet ; and, in the year 1515, he invaded his domini¬ 
ons. Aliaudaulet made a vigorous defence amidft his moun¬ 
tains; but, being betrayed by Alt Beg , the general of his 
horfe, he was defeated, taken prifoner, and put to death by 
the order of Selim. 

While Selim was engaged in the Perfian war, the Europe - Hisdomi- 
m, the Venetians efpecialiy, harraffed his dominions, believ- nions in- 
ing that he could not return alive to Europe. Selim, in order vaded by 
to undeceive them, fent to Venice the head of Aliaudaulet , in the Chrijl- 
token of his vi&ory. At the fame time, the Hungarians ians. 
were defeated by rhe bafhaw Tonus , one of Selim ’s generals, 
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fuccefles left Selim at leifure to fettle hi's new conquefts. He He con- 
gave to Ali Beg part of Aliaudaulet’ s dominions, and made his quers Ali< 
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the Hungarians had befieged Semandria , but Selim’s generals 
obliged them to abandon the enterprize. 

In the year 1516, the Rare Emid, who inhabited the 

country between Urva and Van, threw off the Perfian yoke, 
and invited Selim to become their prote&or. Selim, at fir ft, 
was averfe to trufting them ; but, at laft, he was prevailed 
upon to give them Mohammed Beg, one of their own country¬ 
men, and very popular amongft them, for a governor under 
bis authority. Kara Khan, JJhmael’s general, ftill kept the 
field, and Selim was obliged to reinforce Mohammed with a 
ftrong body of troops, to prevent his recovering the pro¬ 
vince. Mohammed then attacked, defeated, and put to and other 
death, Kara Khan, and after that, he took the two great princes 
cities' Mar din and Mujcl in Mcfopotamia, and reduced all and 
the kurds of that province, to the Othrnan allegiance, fo places. 

that he even feemed to threaten the conqueft of Perfia it- 
fel f. 

Thofe rapid fucceffes of Mohammed being fufHcient, asHeunder- 
Mim thought, to fecure the Oihman empire, on the fide of takes the 
Perfia, he thought it high time to attempt a conqueft he had conqueft 
long meditated, that of Egypt. It is certain that all Europe of Egypt % 
and Afia, had, with great indignation, beheld the rife and 
progrefs of the power of the Othmans, who, in fa< 51 , were a 
nation of upftart vagabonds, and had railed themfelves, by 

the 
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the diffentions amongft their enemies. Selim., however, frog 
the firft time he mounted the throne, found that while the 
Per fans, and Egyptians, were united together, it would k 
difficult for him to extend the Othman empire, and he 
deemed it the worft of impiety, to fall ffiort in that refpefl 
of his predeceflors, who, all of them, had added nations, 
and provinces to the conqueflrs of their forefathers ; the in. 
large.ment of dominion therefore was, amongft thofe princes, 
a point of confcience, and an article of faith. Silk 
fell behind none of them, either in fuperftition, or ambition, 
and being fecure of Perfia , in the year 1^17, he invaded 
Egypt , which was then governed by KanJ'u Gauri , whom, in 
compliance with the European orthograpy, we (hall, with 
other authors, call KampJ'on Gaurus. f 

Authors arc divided, with the regard to the rife, or rather 
the pretext of this War. It is certain, that Selim , after he 
had raifed his army, pretended that feverai affronts and in- 
fults had been offered him, by the Egyptians, and their allies 
the Cherkajfians . His true motive was, to break the alliance 
between Gaurus , and IJhmacL The former had brought an 
army into the field, and had threatened Selim , but hearing 
of the fucceffes of Mohammed Beg, he had endeavoured to 
compromise matters. Selim was inexorable, and Gaurus ad¬ 
vanced with his army to Aleppo. The Othmans are con* 
feientious as to forms. Though Selim had entered into fecret 
correfpondence with fome of the principal Egyptian noble¬ 
men, and princes, who promifed to defert to him, and was re- 
foived to ftake his empire upon the fuccefs of the expedition, 
yet, before he undertook it, he confulted his doctors, and 
learned men, as to its legality j they encouraged him to pro¬ 
ceed, and, having a great army on foot, he marched directly 
towards Aleppo , having privately fecured the governor in his 
intereft; and he found Gaurus encamped under the wallsof 
that city. 

The reader is to obferve, that the ftrength of the Egjp 
tians , at that time, confifted in their cavalry, who moll 
of them were Cherkajfians, but received from the Turks the 
opprobious name of Mami ticks, or Slaves, becaufe of fome 
adtive fiaves, trained to arms from their infancy, who were 
intermingled with them. The accounts we have of the 
valour and dexterity of this body, in feats of arms, would 
be incredible, did they not reft upon unqueftionable autho¬ 
rity, But they feem to have been deftitute of fire arms, and 
we are told their numbers did not exceed twelve thoufand, 
while the Othman army amounted to two hundred thoufand 
fighting men. Gaurus., by the advice of fome of bis ablell 
generals, underftanding that Selim had croffed the mountain 
.'•man, and was within two days march of him, was in¬ 
clined to retire to Damafcus, and to ftand upon the defeniiyei 
till he could be joined 5 v his allies the Pe flans, and receive 
fome artillery from Europe . But the Mamluks thought 
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themfelves invincible, and perfuaded Gaurus to give the 
enemy battle. 

The two armies being properly drawn out, the Mamluks who are 
gave the Othmans fo furious a charge, that the latter muft defeated, 
have been deftroyed, had not Selim, after loofing the flower 
of his cavalry, led his janifaries up to the front of the battle, 
and plied the Mamluks with fo dreadful a difeharge of great 
and fmall artillery, that they were thrown into confufion, 
which was improved by the great fuperiority of the Turks , 
into a total defeat. Gaurus himfelf, after performing ftupen- 
dous a&s of valour, fell from his horfe through the fatigue 
! of the flaughter he had made, and the greateft part of the 
Mamluks were cut in pieces. It appears, however, by the 
relation of a Turkijh officer, who was kadi of Conjlantinople , 

.and who wrote the hiftory of this war, in which he ferved, 
fnat notwithftanding the fire arms of the janifaries, the 
Mamluks muft have been vi&orious, had not Kayer Bay, the 
governor of Aleppo, betrayed Gaurus , by going over to Selim 9 
who treated him with great diftimSfions of honour. As to 
Gaurus , hiftorians are divided concerning his chara&er. It is 
molt probable, that he was vain and infolent, or at leaft, the 
inhabitants of the Syrian dominions imagined him to be fo, 
becaufe, in reality, they had invited Selim to invade them. 

This appeared by the great cities of Aleppo, and Damafcus , 
fubmitting voluntarily to the conqueror, and their example 
was followed by all the reft of Syria. 

Selim, notwithftanding his favage difpofition, which was Policy of 
fo well known to his fubje£ts, that they gave him the title of Selim. 
Tavaz, or the Fierce, behaved with wonderful policy, in 
this expedition. He granted, with the beft grace in the 
■world, all that was defired of him by thofe who fubmitted 
to his po wer. He exceeded, in a£Is of alms and devotion, 
and erected fumptuous monuments, to the memoi'y of fome 
Mojlem heroes, who were buried near Damafcus. All this 
Ihcw of piety, clemency, and generofity, gained Selim the 
hearts of the Syrians, in fomuch that, in a few weeks, he be¬ 
gun his march againft Cairo, the capital of Egypt. Having 
lately habituated himfelf to affability, one of his general 
officers, upon his march, was imprudent enough to alkhini, 
how !oon they could reach Cairo. When it pleafeth God, 
replied Selim, but it is my pleafure that thou remaineft here, 
and he ordered his head inftantly to be ftruck off. Proceed- 
'ingon his march, that he might keep up to that appearance 
of fan&ity, which does fuch wonders amongft the Ma¬ 
hometans , he went flenderly attended, and paid his devotions, he vifLt9 
within the holy city of 'Jerufalem. After that, he reinforced 'Jeiujalem. 
a party which he had at Gaza, the entrance of Egypt, with 
fifteen thoufand men, under Si nan Pajha. 

This precaution faved Selim ’s army. Tuman Bey had Tuman 
jucceed Gaurus, as fultan of Egypt, and Algazeli, one of the Bey fuc- 
oraveft generals of the Mamluks , obtained leave from him, ceeds 
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to furprifc the Turkijh polls at Gaza. Selim was alway 
well ferved with fpies, in the courts of his enemies, 
which Algazeli’s intention was betrayed to him. When 
Algazeli advanced, he was ftartled to underftand, that hi: 
enemies were fo numerous; hut though he had with him 
no more than five thoufand Mamluks , yet, depending upon 
their fidelity and courage, he refolved to attack his enemy, 
Sinan Pajha , on the other hand, left all his ftck and wound- 
ed at Gaza , and advanced againft the Mamluks. The in¬ 
habitants of Gaza , feeing him leave the place, thought that 
it was in order to retreat to Selim , and inftantly cut in pieces 
all the lick and wounded of the Othmans , not even fparing 
the phyficians who attended them. After this, they fenta 
mefl'enger to Algazeli , informing him, that his enemies were 
retreated, while they were within an hour’s march of his 
zr my.ThcTurkijb kadi,who has wrote the hiftory of this wai, 
and who was himfelf prefent in the expedition we aredefcrib- 
ing, gives a moft curious account of the preparatives to the 
battle which followed. The Turks , being near their enemy, 
alighted from their horfes, girt their faddles, embraced, for¬ 
gave, and afked pardon of one another, and then joined in 
lolemn prayer, that they might prove victorious through the 
interceffion of Mohammed , and the four firft khaliffs his 
affiftants. After that, they were harangued by their gene- 
ral Sinan Pajha , who told them, that all who were predefti- 
nated to be killed, muft be killed, and that if the bodies of 
their flaughtered countrymen, could fpeak, they would call 
out, lt killed, killed, by dogs, who have put us to death.” 
He concluded, with promifmg great rewards, in his mafter’s 
name, to thofe who fhould behave well; he was anfwered 
by loud acclamations of applaufe, from his foldiers, who 
defired to be led inftantly to battle. Upon the firft charge, 
the Mamluks , as ufual, were victorious, but Sinan availed 
himfelf of h is numbers, and difpofed his troops fo, that they 
furrounded the Mamlucks , a thoufand of whom, with fome 
of their beft officers, were cut in pieces, and the reft with 
difficulty efcaped. 

The Arabs , who either inhabited, orfkirted the countries, 
through which Selim marched, were no friends to the 
Othmans y but the fire arms of the janifaries doing great exe¬ 
cution amongft them, Selim made his way to within a very 
fhort diftance of Cairo. Through various accidents, he had 
heard nothing of Sinan Pajloa’s fuccefs, but being joined by 
him and his victorious troops, on his march, he gave them 
public teftimonics of his gratitude, and nobly rewarded 
them. It happened, however, luckily for Selim , that a three 
days rain which had fallen, laid the prodigious whirlwinds 
of duft and funds, over which lie was to pais, and to which 
the Egyptians , and Arabs principally trufted for their defence. 
By this unufual interpofition of providence, Selim’s army 

was in excellent order, when arrived near Carlo. Tim » 
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t £, or, as the Chrlftian hiftorians call him Tomom Bey, was 
ien encamped at Romania, within fix miles of Cairo, 
the head of forty thoufand men. He had by this time 
•ocured fome artillery, but it appears that his engineers 
ere extremly inexpert in the ufe of great guns. Selim, 

■cewife, by his fpies, was punctually informed of all his 
(portions, and took care to difconcert them, by making 
s approaches, fo as not to be annoyed by Tomom Bey's 
innon. It appears from the relation of the kadi, that 
mom Bey, at this time, ftood upon the defenfive, and had 
rtified his camp ; but the fuperiority of Selim's numbers 
jliged him to come to a pitched battle. 

This battle, which is one of the moil renowned in all the where he 
urkijh annals, has been mod minutely defcribed by the defeats the 
thman hiftorians. It is agreed on all hands, that it was Mamluch 
ught on the twenty-fourth of January 1517, and that the 
mrage of the Mamluks, muft have been victorious, had it 
it been for the numbers of the Ottomans, and the difcipline 
id fire arms of their janifaries. Both armies prevailed by 
irns, and Tomom Bey rendered himfelf more remarkable by 
s courage and addrefs in arms, than he was by his dignity, 
itrength, and ftature, in which he furpafled all.the Afiatics. 

But he could not withftand the fortune of Selim , who every i n a molt 
minute poured in frefh troops upon him, and obliged him bloody 
at laft to retreat to Cairo, with the lofs of his camp, and battle, 
artillery. This victory coft the Ottomans dear, fome of their 
belt troops being left dead upon the field, and amongft the 
reft the renowned Sinan Pajha, whofe death was fincerely 
bewailed by Selim ; for he is faid, on that account, to have 
itaken no pleafure in the conqueft of Egypt. 

Tomom Bey, notwithftanding his defeat, had ftill great re- He at- 
fources. The lofs of his artillery was indeed irreparable, tacks 
and Selim had inhumanly caufed all his officers, and troops, Tomom Be9 
who had been taken prifoners, to be put to death. Toonom 
Bey bore up againft all thofe misfortunes, and raifing a new 
army, he encamped between the Nile, and Cairo. The 
Ottomans had fuffered fo terribly in the late battle, that it 

^ a Y s be ^ ore the Y marched to attack him, though 
nie diftance between their armies was not above two miles ; 

Tomom Bey, on the other hand, had imparted to his general 
officers a project he had, of breaking, by night, into the 
Utbman camp, but this fecret was difclofed to Selim, by his 

neV ^ r *P* es * To prevent a furprife, he ordered fires 

to be lighted, all over his camp, fo that when Tomom Bey 

attacked him, he was repulfed, and obliged to fhut himfelf 

up in Cairo, where he barricadoed and fortified the ftreets, 

n " n ° wa ^ s ’ or regular fortifications round the city, 
before we proceed, it is neccffary to' inform the reader, in Cairo. 
that, beitdes a fuperiority of force, and the advantage of 

Ipies, Selim was but little oppofed by the Egyptian natives. 

they were indeed a daftardly and inconftant people, but, 

in 
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in general, they had a mortal averfion to the Mamluch, wh 
were foreigners and flaves, and had for lome centuries g 0 . 
verned them by military law. Tomom Bey , being himfelf a 
Mamluk , or CberkaJJian, was, like his countrymen, unpopula, 
amongft them, and having an equal averfion to the Turk\ 
they were very indifferent which were their matters, 
Tomom Bey feems to have been aware of this, for, we find 
none of the native Egyptians amongft his troops. The 
better fort, and the men of quality amongft them, were for 
the government of the Mamlucks , who left them in poffef 
fion of their properties, and an immenfely profitable trade, 
but the lower fort were fond of the Turkijh government, 
and proved as fo many fpies, upon Tonion Bey. Cairo , at that 
time, as now, was compofed of a vaft number of ftreets, fo 
narrow, that no wheel carriage could be introduced into 
them, and they were eafily guarded. It had, however, one 
great open ftreet, where Tomom Bey drew up his troops, and 
a kind of a citadel, but of very little ftrength. It would 
have been eafy for Selim to have reduced fuch an open, and 
defencelefs place, by fetting fire to their houfes, but he was 
unwilling to do any thing that could alienate the affe&ions 
of the native Egyptians towards him, and befides, he did not 
chufe to deftroy a capital, in which, within a few days, he 
hoped to reign. 

Tomom Bey , by the difpofitions he made, feems to have been 
fenfible of all this. He had received a frefh reinforcement of 


Mamluks, Ethiopians , Moors , and Arabs, whofe troops were 
no way inferior to the Mamluks. He had lined both the 
ftreets and the houfes, even to the flat roofs, with foldiers, 
and had drawn out of the arfenals, vaft quantities of offen- 
five, and defenfive weapons of every kind. Selim was aware 
of all this, but he, and his Othmans , now were acquainted 


with the Mamluck way of fighting, and they depended upon 
their numbers, difeipline, and artillery. Early in the morn¬ 
ing the attack began upon the great ftreet, where Tomti 
Bey’s chief force ( was, by the janifaries, with their artillery 
in front, while the Othman force attempted an entrance, 
through the narrow ftreets, which were imerfected by 
ditches filled with ftakes, and flightly covered over. The 
encounters ail over the city were extremely bloody, and 
every quarter prefented the moft horrid feene that can be 
pofiibly imagined. But the Turks were under inexprefible 
diladvantages, by the annoyances they met with, from-the 
tops and windows of the houfes, and the vaft number ol 
barricades, and blind ditches, which they had to pafs. 
They perfevered, however, thus furrounded by thomandsef 
deaths, for two entire days. Tomom Bey , and the bra veil of 
his Mamluks , ftill facing them in the ftreets, and fig''.ting 
them, with a courage, amounting to def’pair, loincnuiCj on 

horfeback, and fometimes on foot. 

^ 1 1 
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It may eafily be conceived, that during fo long, and but the 
doubtful a difpute, the face of victory was often changed ; Othmans 
and the daftardly Egyptians, accordingly, fought with that at laft. 
party which prevailed. But fome fugitive Mamluks, and prevailed, 
/Irabs, go ingover to Selim, informed him, that in anoppofite 
quarter of the city, there was a fquare, to which the Mam - 
luds, if defeated, intended to retire, and that their horfes 
ftood ready bridled and faddled, to gallop off. Upon this 
intelligence, Selim detached Mujlapha, one of his beft gene¬ 
rals, with orders to attack the city on that fide, while he 
himfelf continued the main attack, with fuch fury, that he 
forced the Mamluks to retire, and was in hopes of a com- 
pleat vidforyj when, all of a fudden, the Matnluks, as if 
afhamed of furviving a defeat, attacked them with fuch fury, 
that deftroyed the braveft of his officers and troops, and 
forced the reft to fly in their turns. Selim then, filled with 
fury, fhame and defpair, had recourfe to his laft expedient, 
and gave orders for the city to be fired, in feveral places at 
once ; this was upon the third day of the battle, and altered 
the fcene of horror, for the noife of the artillery was inter¬ 
mixed with the falling of houfes, and the fhrieks of men* 
women, and children, befet with flames, or perifhing in 
them, and imploring mercy. As to the Othmans, they had 
fullered fo much, that they trufted to the conflagration, 
rather than to their arms, and were a&ing upon the defen- 
five, when, all of a fudden, Selim was informed, that Mujla- ' 
pha had made his attack good, and had forced the oppofite 
quarter of the city, where he had taken all the Mamluks 
horfes, and their accoutrements. Upon this, Selim ordered the 
foldiers to do their utmoft to flop the flames from fpread- 
ing, which by furprifing good fortune they did, and then 
his troops, taking frefh courage, again fell upon the Mam- 
Inks , who had been difpirited by feeing their city on the 
point of being reduced to afhes. But no fooner did they fee 
the flames abated, than they again pufhed the Othmans , and 
the fight was renewed with fuch fury, that the ftreets 
ran with blood ; and, at laft, the Mamluks , perceiving they 
were in danger of being hemmed in by Mujiapka , fled to¬ 
wards the Nile, but fifteen hundred of the moft refolute re¬ 
treated to a mofque, which they had fortified, and in which, 
they are faid to have held out, for three days and nights. 

It was however* at laft taken by the Othmans ; and this may and take 
be faid, to have compleated the redudlion of Cairo by Selim, the city. 
As to Tomotn Bey , he efcaped over the Nile, in a boat, in 
difguife. 

Such is the hiftory of this mighty conqueft, as related by 
hiftorians who lived at that time, or were prefent in the 
War. It muft appear plain, to the thinking reader, that 
both parties were, at once flaves, and enthuliafts, believing 
the dodtrine of predeftination, as all Mahometans do, and 
that enthufiafm alone fupported them, under the incredible 
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Reflection fatigues they fuffered. When Selim firft undertook tire 

reduction of Egypt, it was a great, and aflourifhing monar¬ 
chy, its fultans being matters of Syria and Mefopotamia at the 
fame time ; but the fate of this empire is a fufficient evidence 
of the danger of making a ftanding army the foie defence of 
a Rate. The fultans of Egypt had employed CherkaJJians to 
defend the Egyptians , who are naturally indolent, and the 
CherkaJJians , under the name of Mamluks, or flaves, became 
the ftanding army of the empire, while all the reft or the 
fubjects were ignorant of the ufe of arms. Thus the de¬ 
feat of the ftanding army decided the fate of that great 
empire; a confequence, which Selim feems to have wifely 
forefeen. 

Authors are not agreed, with regard to the ufe which 
condutt Selim made of his good fortune. He knew that great num- 

Mamluks had efcaped, and he had nothing to 
conqueft. fear but from them. According to fome authors, after Cain 

fubmitted, he made proclamation, that all the Cherkajfian j, 
who furrendered themfelves in three days, (though others 
fay in twelve hours) fliould be pardoned, while, at the fame 
time, he denounced the fevereft penalties upon thofe E- 
gyptians who fhould harbour any of them, but after great num¬ 
bers had furrendered themfelves, they were moft faithlefsly 
put to death. Perhaps, Selim made a diftindtion between 
the Cherkajfians, and the other Matnluks, who were Egyptian , 
or Ethiopian flaves. It is certain, the janifaries, and the 
other Othrnan foldiers, made a moft unmerciful ufe of their 
victory, for they plundered the city, butchered many of 
the inhabitants, and tortured others, to oblige them to dif- 
cover their treafures. Thofe excefles, foon made the £. 

. gyptians weary of their new mafters, and underftanding that 
Ictnotn Bey had fled to the country of Saftha, which lies to 
the weft of the Lower Egypt, and that he was raifing frelli 
forces, they privately fent to invite him back, promifing, 
that if he came by night, they would make an infurrechon 
in his favour. Omer, one of the greateft noblemen in that 
country, out of hatred to the Matnluks and Tomotn Bey , dif- 
covered this correfpondence to Selim, who nobly rewarded 
him for his intelligence, and took fuch meafures, as were 
moft likely to difappoint Tomotn Bey’s attempt. 

Algaze'i In the mean while, Algazeli , or as he is called, Gazcli , 
fubmits to who feems to have been an Arab, returned from his own 
him. country, and finding Cairo in the hands of Selim, he made 

his fubmiflion to the conqueror, who raifed him to a greater 


dignity than that which 


Tomotn 


placed equal confidence in him. For fome of the Arabs , 
and Moors, as they were called, having attacked the out- 
pofts of the Othmans , and made incurfions to the very gates 
of Cairo , Gazeli was intrufted with an army to chaftife them, 
which he did fo effectually, that he plundered and took 
Kayta, put the Moon within it to the fword, and, to ufe the 

Othm '* 



of the World. ^ 

Oilman phrafe, he rendered the reft of the inhabitaints as 

tame as hens. 

Though the Cherkajjians were mercenaries, and, as they Tomom 
called themfelves, flaves,-yet being mafters of Egypt , it was Bey re- 
with the utmoft reluctance that they beheld it under the news the 

dominion. Finding TombmBey in adifpofition to com- war. 
mand them, he foo.n was at the head of five thoufand Chcrkaf- 
fians, and ten thoufand drab cavalry, all of them feleCt, choice 
troops. The news of this, and the difcontents of the 
Eyptians , being made known to Selim, he fent two of the 
principal noblemen of his court, and the kadi of Cairo , to 
treat with Tomom Bey. According to fome authors, he even Treaty 
offered to continue him in the government of Egypt , pro- between 
vided he would hold it of the Othman court, and agree to him and 
fome other moderate conditions, of which, one feems to Selim . 
have been the difmiffion of the Mamluks from his fervice. 

Eomojn Bey was by no means averfe to thofe propofals, and, 
according to fome, even embraced them, and for fome weeks 
he ferved as vice-roy of Egypt , under Selim ; but the fad is 
improbable, nor is it mentioned in the kadi’s hiftory. It 
is certain, however, that the offer was made, and that the 
Mamluks about Tomom Bey put all Selim 's ambaffadors to 

death. 

The motives which Selim had for propofing fuch advan¬ 
tageous terms to Tovion Bey , were various and powerful. 

He was at a vaft diftance from his hereditary dominions, 
from whence he could recruit his army, which was prodi- 
gioufly reduced. He was furrounded by a faithlefs people, 
and expeCting to be attacked by an enemy, whofe courage 
and resolution he had reafon to dread, and whom he had 
defeated only by his fuperiority in artillery and numbers. 

But Tomom Bey , had a fleet at that time, cruifing againft the 
Portuguese , in the Arabian Gulph , with three thoufand Masn- 
luks on board it,which Selim knew, and he every day expect¬ 
ed it. His greateft apprehenfions however, arofe from the ftate 
of affairs upon the frontiers of Perjia , where he was afraid 
Ijlnnael might retake Taitris , and cut his army there in 
pieces, which would render his return to Conjlaminople , from 
whence he had, as yet, received no fupplies, very precarious, 
and might fhut him out of Syria , and the Leffer AJia . 

Such were the motives that influenced Selim’s conduCt But it is 
when he heard of the murder of his ambaffadors, by the broken 
Mamluks. This ftifled in him, all confideration, but how off. 
to be revenged, and he ordered his general Mujlapha in- 
ftantly to throw a bridge over the Nile , by which his whole 
army could march at once againft Tomom Bey ; this could 
not be~done before Tomom Bey had intelligence of it, and 
he formed a noble, but wife projeCt for revenge. He 
put himfelf at the head of fifteen thoufand choice Mamluks , 
and Arab horfe, and travelled with fuch incredible expedi¬ 
tion, that he carr.e up with his enemies, juft as the European 

K. 4 divifion 
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diviiion of their army had crofled the bridge. The Othmam 
imagining that Tomotn Bey was at fome hundred miles di- 
llance, thought themfelves fecure, when on a fudden they 
found themlelves attacked with great (laughter. Muflapha , 
who was then pafling the bridge, flew to fupport his troops, 
but found them in a manner routed, and that Tomom Beys 
great aim was, to break down the bridge of boats, that no 
more of his enemies might pafs over. Muflapha , however, 
with great intrepidity oppofed them, and gave time for frefh 
troops to pafs. Notwithftanding this, Selim's army inuft 
rauft have been cut to pieces, had he not got together a vafe 
number of little boats, in which he fent over his janifarics 
to fupport Muflapha. This zeal and a^ivity of the Oilman 
troops turned the fortune of the day, and Tomom Bey , with 
bitter expreflions of paflion, faw himfelf once more obliged 
to fly, with a handful of his faithful CbcrkaJJians . He was 
purfued by Muflapha, for four days and nights with the 
flower of Selurts European cavalry, and at laft he traced the 
unhappy Tomom Bey to a farm-houfe, where fatigue and 
wearinefs obliged him, and his attendants, to repofe. 
Tomom Bey thought he might do this with more fecurity, as 
the place belonged to an Arabian (heykh, pretending to be 
defeended from Mohammed , and as the Arabians were famous 
for their hofpitality ; but he was deceived. Muflapha and 
and his party, befides being very much fatigued, were un- 
willing to commit hoftiljtics upon the Iheykh’s eftate. 
Muflapha however, by letters, prevailed with the fheykh, to 
place a guard round the farm, to prevent Tomom Beys 
efcape - , and Selim making mod magnificient promifes to the 
iheykh by letters, perfuaded him to give him up. The Main- 
Inks, however, made a brave refinance, but to no purpofe, 
for they were killed, or taken prifoners, and the unhappy 

Tomom Bey was taken in a lake, {landing to the middle in 
water. 

Some of the Turkijb hidorians pretend, that, after this, 
Selim admitted his illudrious prifoner to his friendfhip, fa¬ 
miliarity at table, that he defigned to have redored him to 
the government of Egypt , and that he was not put to death, 
till Selim could no longer, with fafety to himlelf, keep him 
alive. But this is an artful mifreprefentation of the fail, for 
whatever favour of that kind was defigned, or promifed, 
happened before, in the manner we have explained; nor 
was Selim of a difpofition to commiferate fallen greatnefs, 
or unfortunate courage. The kadi of Conflantinople 1 s ac¬ 
count, which is chiefly to he depended upon, becaufe he 
was prefent, fays, that ‘Tomom Bey , when fent by Muflapha 
to Sehfn, was not admitted into that conqueror s p re fence, 
but lodged under a ftrong guard in a neighbouring tent, 
from whence in a few days he was ignomioufly conveyed 
on a mule to Cairo , where he was firangled, and hanged by 
the neck, under the arch of a gate. It is faid, upon good 

authority) 
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authority* that* before his death, he was put to the torture, 
to make him tlifcover the place where the, treafures of his 
predeceffors were hid, and that he endured it with wonderful 
n - Kis death' put an end to the government of the 
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ftruck fuch terror into the cowardly 

/b 'm, and all the ftrong places in that country, yielded to Selim's 
Selim, without refinance, and he made Khair Beg, governor conquers 
of his new ccnquett. To compleat Selim’s good fortune, 

Rais Soleyman , one of the admirals of Tomom Bey’s fleet, 
perceiving that his matter was put to death, killed Aziz the 


this time, the Otkman fleet was arrived 
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Egypt, 


Egypt 


return to Cairo. But before he departed, the garrifon which 
he was to leave at Cairo, petitioned him for an augmenta¬ 
tion of their pay, upon this, Selim ordered TonusPajha, who 
commanded the army under him, and was grown formida¬ 
ble to Selim by his great popularity, to gratify their requeft. 
But Tonus, who envied Khair Beg’s advancement, left Cairo, 
in company ^with Selim, without taking meafures for that 
purpofe. Selim being overtaken with an exprefs from the 
garrifon, complaining of the negleft, he ordered Tonus to be 
put to death in his prefence, which was executed. When 
he came to Gaza, he rafed that city to the ground, and 
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followed by the voluntary furrender of many 
cities of Apia , who thought themfelves happy, 
to be under his protection j and even the prince of A'le.cca 


from being a fovereign, became his tributary, 
fore his return to Conjlantinople 


So that be- 


this prince’s means, brought to his fubjedtion. The power 
of the Cherkajfians was reduced, and, upon the whole, he 
added to his empire, territories equal in extent, to all that 

were left him by his forefathers. 

But thefe immenfe conquefls had drained his treafury fo His wife 
much, that he found himfelf in no condition to carry on the conduct 
vaft projects he ftil! meditated. This is a kind of a proof, 
how tender Selim was of opnreffinp 


his 


frefli impofitions, for it is certain, had he proceeded in the 
cpprefiive, arbitary way, pra&ifed by other barbarous con¬ 
querors, he could hav.e been at no lofs for the fmews of 


war 


, m a country fo iinmenfely rich, as Egypt then was. 
1 he Perjians , however, now trembled at his name, and fent 
ambaifadors, who met him on his return, and flattered him 
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little attention, that he folemnly fwore, he never would 
take reft till he had utterly fubdued the Perftan monarchy. 
With this view, he applied himfelf to raife money neceffary 
for the war, and, in the mean while, he paid a vifit to ;h e 
tombs of his anceftors at ddrianoplc , where he was forced 
with a flight fever, and then with an impofthume, which 
Death, put an end to his life, in the fifty-fourth year of his age, and 

the tenth of his reign. He was buried at Conjlantinople , in 
a new mofque. 

and cha- Selim was by far the greateft conqueror of his time, not 
rafter of only with regard to the extent of territory, but to the num- 
Selim t bers, power, courage, and difcipline of thofe he fubdued. His 

conquefts therefore, confidering the fhortnefs of his reign, 
are as wonderful, as the wife and political difpofitions which 
he made, to preferve them to his iucceffors. He confidcred 
intelligence, as the foul, both of government and war, and 
lie had fpies, both in the councils of his enemies, and the 
bed-chambers of his great fubjeifts, fo that it was a com¬ 
mon faying, that the emperor to-morrow would know, what 
palPed to night, between man and wife. This art of in¬ 
telligence contributed to the tranquility of his reign. But 
all his political and moral qualities, which were very great, 
were ftained by his ambition and cruelty, for he committed 
general mafTacres, upon the flighteft occafions. He is noted 
amongft the Othmanst or his wit and repartees, though, per¬ 
haps, a poliflied European , would not be apt to admiie either. 
He was the firft Othman monarch who, after his acreffion, 
fhaved his beard, which being fomewhat inconfiftent wilh 
the precepts of the koran, was taken notice cf by his mufti, 
and his excufe was, that he did it, that his miriifters might 
have nothing to lead him by. The pictures we have of him, 
reprelcnt him, with a club in his hand, an inftrument of 
•which he was fo' fond, that, in the cairern ftile, he called 
himfelf the father of clubs. 




Who is 

fucceeded 
by Sohy- 

tuan. 



IIS great prince was named Kanuni , or the Injlitutor 
of laws , he being, in faeft, the legiflator of the Othman 
empire. Selim , who had been fo terrible to all his adver- 
faries, being dead, Gazell Beg , whom he had made governor 
of Damajcus , attempting to render himfelf independent, be- 

/Ileppo , but being obliged by Ferbad Pajlm , Soleymaih 

1 and minifter. to raife the fiep-e. he was fo!- 


fjeged 

chief general and minifter, to raife the fiege, he was 
lowed, defeated, and killed by Ferhad y who immediately 
took poffeilicn of Da?najcus y and gave it to another governor. 
Soleyman was then at Icifure to pur fee the fchemes of his 
father, who, before his death, had altered his fyftcm, and 

thought, 
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thought, that his intereft led him to fubdue the Chrijlians , 
before be profecuted his war againft the Perftans. This is the 
more probable, as we perceive from European hiftories, parti¬ 
cularly that of England , that all the churches in Europe re- 
founded with exhortations to the people, to contribute money 
for the fuppreffing the growing power of the Othwarn. 

Selim had left his fon a confiderable navy, which Soleyman 
improved, and he fent one fcjuadron into the Archipelago , 
and another to the Black Sea , to fupport his opperations by- 
land. He then committed the government of Ajia to Ferhad , 
and falling into Hungary , he made himfelf matter of the 
ftrong city of Belgrade. Returning to Conjlantinople^ he un- 
derftood that Alt Beg , whom his father had raifed to the 
goverment of Aliaudaulct’s principality, was preparing to 
lhalce ofr his yoke, he fent orders to Ferhad Pajha to take 
off his head, which he did. 

The ifland of Rhodes , which was then poffefled by the He be- 

Knights Templars , was by fea the bulwark of chriftendom. fieges 
Soleyman , therefore, determined to employ the whole power Rhodes. 
of his vaft empire in reducing it. Philip de Villiers Lijle- 
Adam , a man of the greateft virtue and courage, was then 
grand matter of the order; and perceiving Soleyman ’s refolu- 
tion, he endeavoured to alarm all Europe in its defence ; but 
all the forces he could truft to were fix thoufand men, of 
whom fix hundred were knights of the order. Before Soleyman 
begun hoftilities, he fummoned the order to furrender, and 
then he landed upon the ifland with two hundred thoufand 
men, of whom fixtv thoufand were pioneers. Though the 
brave grand matter found his follicitations for fhccours from 
the Chrijlian princes ineffectual, yet, with the fmall garrifon 
he had, he made as’^a glorious defence, as any recorded in 
hiftory. The formidable artillery of the Otbmans , played 
night and day upon the city, and one of the TurkiJI) mines 
taking effect, it blew up the Englijh baftion, with the de- 
ftrudtion of a great number of Englijhmen. After this, a 
vaft number of afiaults were made by the Otbmans , who 
were bravely rcpulfed by the garrifon, the very women 
doing duty at the breaches. Soleyman , thus finding his greateft 
efforts were difappointed, notwithftanding the numbers, 
and defperate refolutions of his troops, in a rage ordered his 
two generals Mujlapha , and Piri , whom the Europeans call 
Pyrrhus , to be put to death,- and the fentence would have 
been executed, had it not been for the interceflion of the 
other generals. Soleyman $ chief admiral however, was by his 
command publickly whipped, and reduced to the ftation of a 
galley Have, becaufe the city was fupplied, by fea, with men 
and provifions. It is probable, that Soleyman , feeing be bad 
loft twenty thoufand of his beft troops, would have raifed 
the fiege, had it not been for a fecret correfpondence he 
held within the city, by which-he was informed of the 
weaknefs of the garrifon, and directed how to make his 

K 4 attacks. 
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attacks. By this means, he made a great breach, and giving 
a general aflault, though he loft five thoufand men, he made 
lodgments fo near the walls, that he thought himfelf fure of 
Soleyman carrying the city. But, previous to another general aflault, 
takes he fent a meiTage to the grand mafter, promifing him all 
Rhodes, kind of favour, if he would yield up the place. Lijle-Adam 

would have defended it to the laft extremity, but he was 
over-ruled by the other knights, who, knowing the city not 
tenable, perfuaded him to capitulate, which' he did upon 
very honourable terms. Soleyman gave a noble teftimony of 
his merit, by treating him with vaft refpedfc, calling him 
father, and exprefiing his forrow, that he was obliged to 
turn him, in his old age, out of his habitation. 

He fub- Muftapha , Soleyman s general, relented the difgrace and 

dues the danger he had lately incurred, and was meditating to re- 
rebellion volt from his mafter during the fiege of Rhodes , when Soley- 
iR E&Pypt* nwn received in his camp, an account of the revolt of 

Egypt. Muftapha was immediately detached to reduce it, 
and to take the government of it upon himfelf. He was fo 
fuccefsfui in his expedition, that the rebels were defeated, 
and he made himfelf mafter of the immenfe riches that had 
been left by his predecefTor Ehair Beg. But, during his 
ahfence, Soleyman fupplied his place of prime vizier, with 
Ibrahim , a common janifary. Muftapha , difgufted at this, 
fought to make himfelf mafter of Egypt , independent of 
Soleyman , and opened his mind to Mehemmsd Ejfcndi , the 
chief feribe or fccretary of the divan. But Mehemmcd con¬ 
tinued fo faithful to Soleyman , that he difappointed all the 
ambitious defigpis of Muftapha , whom he defeated and killed, 
and, as a reward for his loyalty, he obtained from Soleyman 
the government of Egypt. But the affairs of that country 
ftill remaining unfettled, Ibrahim , who had married the em¬ 
peror’s filter, repaired thither, and after extinguifhing the re¬ 
mains of the rebellion, transferred the government to Suley¬ 
man Pajha , the fame vyho had commanded Tomom Bey's fleet, 
and had fubmitted to Selim. The peace of Afia being thus 
fecurdd, Soleyman turned his arms againft Hungary , which 
was then governed by Lewis the fecond, a young, head-ftrong 
prince. Soleyman invaded his country with two hundred 
thoufand men, and advanced againft Buda, the capital. He 
was oppofed by Lewis , at the head of no more than twenty- 
five thoufand forces,which, under him, were commanded by 
and de- Tomoreus , archbifhop of Colojfa. The infatuations of the 
feats the Hungarians were fuch, that 'Tomoreus engaged the Othmans , 
Hunga- before he was joined by the waywod of Tranfilvania. The 
riatts. battle was fought at Mohatz , and proved fatal to the Hun¬ 
garian x, who were, all but a few, cut in pieces. The young 
king Lewis was drowned, in a ditch, into which his horfe 
plunged him, and bis fate was even bewailed by Soleyman ; 
this battle was fought the twenty-ninth of OPiober 1526. 

Buda then opened her gates to the conqueror, as did many 

of 
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of the moff: important cities, in Hungary, and Soleyman made 
an unmerciful ufe of his vi(Story, by ravaging the country, 
and depopulating it, by killing, and carrying into fiavery 
one hundred and fifty thoufand of its inhabitants. 

Quring this expedition, a report was fpread in Afta of Soley- and Ka . 
tiuins death, which raifed a rebellion under Ralendcr. This re- lender. 
bel made fo formidable a progrefs that hefubdu'ed all the Matte 
Turkey, and /hook the throne of Soleyman, till he was defeated' 
by Ibrahim Pajha , who killed thirty thoufand of his men. 

Soleyman, though a great legiflator, was a cruel and unjuft 
judge. His cuflom was to put whole communities to death 
for the crimes of one or a few, according to a maxim, if not 
a law, of the Othman government. He ordered all the Alba¬ 
nians in Conjlantinople to be cut in pieces, without diftin&ion, 
becaufe fome robbers of that nation had robbed and murdered 
a Chrijlian merchant. Soon after, he ordered all the inha- He de- 
bitants of Aleppo to be put to the fword, for the fault of a few ftroys the 
who had killed fome troublefome ecclefiaftics; and it was inabitants 
with great difficulty that Ibrahim could prevail upon him to of Aleppo. 
mitigate the rigour of the fentence, by putting to death only • 
the moll guilty, and fending the others into bani&ment. 

The commotions of AJia had a bad effeft upon Soleyman* s Hisexpe- 
affairs in Hungary. Ferdinand , king of the Romans, having ditioninto 
defeated John, the way wod of Tranftlvania, who had been Hungary . 
i eleSled king of Hungary, retook Buda, in right of his wife, 

; who was After to the Jate king Lewis. After this, John 
threw himfeif upon the prote&ion of Soleyman, who again at¬ 
tempted to invade Hungary ; but, the weather rendering the 
roads impaflable, he was obliged to defer his expedition till 
next yeah, which was 1529. He then befieged Buda with an 
army of one hundred and fifty thoufand men. The city was 
defended by a German garrifon, commanded by Nadajli , an 
Hungarian officer of great courage and reputation. The Hun - Takes 
garians and Germans hated one another, and the garrifon mu- hStida. 
buying, they threw their governor into irons, and gave up 

the city, upon terms of having their lives and arms fecured 
to them. 

It is faid, by fome writers, that Soleyman, when he took 

pofleffion of that city, ordered all the Gennans to be put to 

the fword for the injuftice they had done the governor; but 

others fay, that this was done in diredl breach of the capitu¬ 
lation. 

* 

The recovery of this important city was attended by the 

iubmiffion of Bogdan , the prince of Moldavia,-who confenred 

that his country Ihould become a fief of the Othman empire, 

with a falvo of the religion of his fubje< 5 b. This fubmiffion 

was extremely agreeable to Soleyman, who prefented that 

prince with a military cap, or cockade, by the Turks called 

Jukka, priade of oftrich feathers, and jewels, with other 
badges of command. 

Elated 
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Elated with this great acceffion of power, Soleyman fell into 
Germany , and, deftroymg the country wherever he came, he 
at laft, laid liege to Vienna. This city, tho* the capital of the 
German empire, was poorly fortified, but it was defended 
by a garrifon of twenty thoufand men, commanded by a 
prince-palatine of the Rhine. The numerous forces of Scley. 
man y however, blocked it up fo clofe that it could receive no 
fupplies from Frederick , duke of Bavaria , who was general 


to the king of the Romans. 

SolcyjTiany who knew the valour of th 


Germans , would 


have given the garrifon any terms, but they were rejedted. 
Upon this the fiege proceeded with great vigour but little fuc- 
cefs. The heavy artillery of the Turks was funk by the Gcr- 
mans in bringing it up the Danube ; and the different attacks 
made upon the city coft Soleyman eighty thoufand troops. He 
again made magnificent promifes to the citizens, perfuading 
them to furrender, but they were a!fo refufed ; and, the 
rainy feafon coming on. So ley many after c ruling all his pfi- 
foners to be butchered before his face, raifed the liege, and, 
with great difficulty, carried the broken remains of his army 
to Buda. His mifearriage and Ioffes in this expedition is faid 
to have affedted him fo much, that he pronounced a curie 
upon fuch of his fucceffors as fhould attempt to beliege Vi* 
enna • 

t 

Soleymany upon his return to Buda, confirmed John, the 
waywod of Tranfihaniay in the tributary government of Hun¬ 
gary, which he now confidered as part of his own hereditary 
dominions. Returning to Conjlantinoplcy the circumcifion 
of his three fons, Mujlapboy Mohammedy and Selim , was ce¬ 
lebrated with a magnificence which took up fo much time 
in preparing, that the king of th c Romans took that opportu¬ 
nity of befieging Buda. The garrifon, however, made a no¬ 
ble defence ; and the befiegers, being ftruck with a panic, 
on account of the refolution (hewn by a jewijl) woman who 
fired off a canon with the lleeve of her Ihift, which (he tore 
off and lighted j and with a report that the great Ibrahim , 
prime-vizir, was coming to relieve the city, that they pre¬ 
cipitately abandoned the fiege. 

According to the Turkijb hifforians, who are extremely 
partial to the glory of their own emperors, Soleyman , next 
year, at the earneft requeft of his tributary king of Hungary 
invaded the dominions of Ferdinand , defeated him, and re¬ 
duced a great deal of territory to his fuhjection. 
verfe of this was the truth : though. Soleyman invaded the Get 
man dominions with five hundred thoufand men, it 


But the re- 


was with 


difficulty he could take the little town of Gunz j and his de¬ 
tached parties, which were very ffror.g and numerous, were 
every where cut in pieces by the Germans. Charles , the 
emperor, and his brother Ferdinand , king of the Romans , re¬ 
mained, with the main body of their army, at Vienna. So* 

ley man, 
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m u t not thinking proper to attack them, returned to Bel- 
lrade\ and John, the king of Hungary, was obliged to raife 
the fiege of Gran, which he had undertaken. 

Could the emperor Charles have been perfuaded by his bro- Adven- 
ther to have purfued the advantages they had gained this tures and 
campaign, the Turks might have been expelled out of Hun- death of 
j but the affairs of ingroffed the mind of Charles fo Gritti, So- 
niuch, that he hattily returned thither. His admiral, Doria , ley man s. 
however, took the city of Koron , with the city and caflle of favourite. 
Patrafs , and feveral other cattles in the Gulph of Lepanto. 

Hut the Chrtftians , after Doria left that coaft, could not 
maintain their footing at Koron , or in the other.places they 
had taken in the Morea. In this Soleyman was greatly ^fa¬ 
voured by the friendship of the Venetians, with whom he had 
[lately concluded a treaty, and whom he ffrove by all means 

I to oblige. Gritti, • the fon of the doge of Venice, was then at 
the court of Soleyman, and, notwithstanding the difference of 
religion, was his principal favourite. Soleyman, underttand- 
ing that John, the king of Hungary , was tampering with the 
court of Vienna, fent Gritti, with a magnificent retinue of 
feven thoufand perfons, to controul him. This expedition 
proved fatal to Gritti: the Tranfilvanians and Hungarians paid 
but little regard to his authority ; and fome of his attendants 
having bafely murdered the bifhop of Varadium , who was 
likevvife a waywod, and a man of great confequence in Tran- 
filvania, the bifhop’s friends confederated together, befieged 
Gritti in the cattle of Mege, became matters of his perfon, 
and cut off his head. _ 

It was about this time that the famous Barbaroffa, Soley- Rife and 
jnnns admiral, began to make a great figure. His original hiftory of 
name was Khairoddin ; his father was a Greek renegado of Barbartf- 
Mitylene ; and he and his brother being bred, from their in- fa. 
fancy, to the fea, came, at laft, to command a fquadron of 
pirates, who were taken in pay by Selim, king, of Algiers , 
againft his brother Mohammed . Horrukkius, the elder bro¬ 
ther, afterwards killed Selim, and fucceedcd to his throne; 
but being himfelf flairt by the Spaniards, his brother took the 
command of the fleet, and fignalized himfelf fo much, that 
jlie was taken into Soleyman’s fervice, as being the only match 
I in thofc Teas for Doria. 

ft * 

His firft expedition was to Italy, where he plundered feve¬ 
ral towns and took the city of Fundi . He then alarmed and 
infulted all the coaffs of Naples, filling every place he came 
to with blood and defolation. His name being thus terrible, 
lie undertook to place Rnflnd, the fon of Mohammed, king of 
Tunis, upon his father’s throne, which was occupied by his 
younger brother Mu ley Hajjan. He accordingly, pretending 
that Rajhid was with him, though, in fa£t, he had left him 
|at Conflantinople, got poffefiion of all the kingdom of Tunis, 
and afterwards proved a mod ufeful Tea-officer to Soleyman , 

|who, having nothing to fear from Europe , was carrying on 

the 
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the war again ft Perfia. He had there been joined by Mozaf. 
fer , the king of G hi lan, the antient Hyrchania, and other 
princes of the country, who became his tributaries : but 
meeting with great difficulties in this expedition, he turned 
off" towards Baghdad, which he entered and fortified. 

It appears, in this expedition, that the Perfans had cor- 
rupted his difterdar, or high-treafurer, who was put to death 
after he had accufed Ibrahim, the prime-vizier, of being as 
guilty as himfelf. Suleyman carefully diffembled this infor¬ 
mation, which he received in writing from the treafurer 

But, as the Turks 

think that the words of dying men are the ftrongeft of all 
evidence, he put Ibrahim to death. 

After this, he marched againft the fhah of Perfia , who, 
terrified by his approach, fued for peace. Suleyman then fet 
out on his return for Cunfantinuple ; but was fo much har- 
rafled by the Perftan horfe that he loft fifteen thoufand men, 
as his army did the greateft part of its baggage; circum- 
ffarices carefully concealed by the 'Turkijh hiftorians, who 
make So(eyman return in great triumph to his capital. 

During Suleymans abfence in this expedition, Charles V, 
ordered his generals to invade Bofnia and beiiege Sullen', but 
they were defeated by Hafrud , the governor of the province. 
This event, and the ravages which Barbarufa continued to 
ipake on the coaff of Italy, alarmed the emperor fo much that 
he prepared a powerful armament, in the whole amounting 
to feven hundred fail, with a proportionable body of land- 
troops on board, and fet fail in perfon for Africa . With this 
force he had the good fortune to take Gulietla , which was 
the key of Tunis, by a general aflaultj and thereby made 
himfelf mafter of the greateft part of Barbarofa’s fleet, which 
defended it. Upon this, Barbarufa put himfelf at the head 
of his land-troops, but being defeated, he retired to Tunis, 
Where fix thoufand Chriflian flaves he had knocked off their 
own fetters, and made themfelves mafters of the garrifon. 
Barbarofja fled to Hippo , while Charles entered Tunis , which 
the Spaniards plundered, and the Germans in revenge cut in 
pieces all the A'loors and inhabitants they met with. Mult) 
Ha fan, whom Charles had promifed to reftore to his throne, 


prevailed with him to flop the flaughter ; and vaft treafures 
were found in the place. Barbarcfa had funk fome gallies 
at Hippo , fufpe&ing what might happen, which he now 
weighed up; and failed with them to Algiers. This was a 
great difappointment to Charles, who, upon certain condi¬ 
tions, reftored Miiley Hafan to his throne and returned to 
Italy. Though nothing can be better afeertained in hiftory 
than the whole of this expedition, yet it has been entirely 
ftifled by the Turkijh hiftorians, who have made Bar bar of 
victorious in all places and upon all occafions. 

From Algiers Barf)qrofa failed to Cunfantinuple, where he 

foon was put at the head of a new fleet, which went againft 
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pl, jr -(u, then in fubjcction to the Venetians ; but, though So- 
Lilian, without any blood-lhed, fubd.ued all Albania , yet his 
f iccefs in that expedition was very indifferent. Being foil- Succeffes 
cited by the French ambaffador, he, at fir ft, invaded Italy of Dona. 
and took Cajlro ; but loft twelve of his beft fnips filled with 
janilaries, who were all killed or taken by Dona. Having 
landed upon Korfu, he proclaimed war againft the Venetians, 
with whom, till then, he had lived in friendfhip, for the in- 
fults and injuries they had done to his flag; and he made 
vail numbers of the miferable inhabitants his captives, of 
whom Barbarojfa had fifteen thoufand for his own fhare. The 
city of Korfu, hovvever, was fo brav.ely defended by two Ve¬ 
netian fenators, that Solcyman was obliged to raife the fiege in 
September, 1 537. He was afterwards fomewhat indemnified 
for this lofs and difgrace, by the fucceffes of his admiral 
Lutzi, who fubdued the iflands of /.Egina , Paros , and Naxos , 
whole princes agreed to pay tribute to Soleyman. In thefe 
iflands the Othmans made an immenfe booty, and carried 
from them a vaft number of captives. In the mean while 
the troops of Ferdinand befieged*Z^fei, in Hungary, but with 
fo little fuccefs, that they were obliged to raife the fiege, and 
moft of their troops were put to the fword by the ’Turks. 

In the year 153b, Soleyman, who had the trade of his fub- 
jecls greatly at heart, fitted out eighty large (hips, under the 
command of HaJJan Beg and Soleyman Pajha, the governor of 
Eyjfst, to cruize upon the Portuguefe and the Venetians, who 
had ingroffed the trade of India . The reader has already feen 
that Tomom Bey had lent a fleet to the Red Sea for the fame 
ptirpofe. The baftia’s firft ftep was to feize the eft'e&s and 
perfons of all the Venetians who refided at Cairo and Alexan¬ 
dria; and then failing down the Red Sea , or the Arabian 
Gulph, he arrived at A din, which lies at the bottom of trie 
lame, and moft ireachcroufly hanged the king of that city, 
with four of his officers, whom, tiqder pretence of friend¬ 
ship, he inveigled on board his (hip, and feized the city. 

After this he attacked Din , a Portuguefe fettiement upon 
the coaft of Kambia ; but was obliged to raife the fiege ; and, 

'in his return through the Red Sea , he took off the head 
of the king of Zibid, for not {hewing him a proper refpetft. 

He then landed at jaddab, the fea-port of Mecca, for the 
purpofe of paying his devotion in that city, and fent Hafan 
Be? to Suez with the fleet. 

In the mean while the fultan, in perfon, had invaded Mol- Moldavia 
tGvia with great cruelty, and obliged the Moldavians to pay invaded, 
him tribute ; but they prevailed upon him to let them retain 

1 ^ 1 ng a prince, whom he confirmed; but 

he took care to plunder them of all the ready-money and 
treafures that were found at Soczava, their capital. During 
“^expedition, Barbarojfa continued his depredations in the 
Mediterranean, but was repulfed at Kama, in Candia , by 

G mu. 
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Gritti , the Venetian governor there. The Venetians entered 
into a confederacy with the emperor, whofe fleet was com- 
manded by Daria, and the pope; fo that the match between 
Daria and BarbaroJJa was pretty equal. 

Th zChriftian fleet being rendezvoufed, failed forth to the 
bay of Ambracia , where the Turkijh fleet then rode ; but Bn. 
ria's great fliips being becalmed, the engagement which fol¬ 
lowed was to his difadvantage and difgrace. Daria , how¬ 
ever, took Cajleilo Nuovo , and garrifoned it with four thou- 
fand Spaniards ; but the Venetians were then obliged tofuefor 
peace, which they accordingly obtained, though, foon after, 
BarbaroJJa' s fleet fuffered fo dreadfully by a ftorm, that he is 
faid to have loft twenty thoufand men. Next fpring, be¬ 
ing that of the year 1539, BarbaroJJa befieged and retook 
Caftella Nuovo ; but a peace being clapped up between the 
emperor Charles V. and Francis I. of France , thefe two 
princes invited the Venetians into a confederacy with them 
againft the Turks. That republic was, in fact, more afraid 
of thofe two powers than of the Turks themfelves j and, in- 
ftead of joining with them, they made frefli concefiions to 
Sc ley man for a renewal of the peace. 

This left Soleywan more at leifure to attend the affairs or 
Hungary , where Ferdinand , brother to Charles V. had at¬ 
tacked the infant king Stephen , who was under the prote&ion 
of Soleyman, and befieged Btida. Soleyman immediately fent 
the balha Homed with an army to raife the fiege; and pro* 
mifed queen Ifabella , mother to Stephen , that he would, in 
perfon, fupport Homed. He was as good as his word: the 
Germans before the city were defeated with immenfe flaugh- 
ler ; but Soleyman treacheroufly made himfelf mafterof Buie, 
with all Stephens territories, and fent both the mother and 
fon, who was yet in his cradle, into a kind of honourable 
exile in Tranfylvania , under pretence of their being unfit fer 
gover nment. He then ordered the churches to be converted 
into jamis, or mofques, and Hungary to be reduced to the 
form of an Ottoman province, and under a Mahometan gover¬ 
nor. 

Ferdinand , whofe army was deflroyed through the inafti- 
vity of his general, endeavoured molt abjectly, by his am* 
bafladors, to prevail upon Soleyman to fuffer him to reign m 
Hungary ; and offered him the fame tribute as had been paid 
by the late kings, and even engaging himfelf to bring ofFhis 
brother, Charles V. from the Chrijlian confederacy, that So¬ 
leyman might be more at leifure to attend the Pcrfian war: 
but the fultan was fo far from complying, that he infilled up¬ 
on Ferdinand delivering up all the places that was yet in his 
pofleflion belonging to Hungary ; upon his indemnifying him 
for the charges of the war, and even paying a tribute for Am 
ftria. Notwithstanding this roughnefs on the part of the ful¬ 
tan, who denied even to agree to a truce, he m3gnanimoulty 
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fuffered the German ambafiadors to take a view of his camp, 
that they might have an opportunity of admiring and report¬ 
ing the excellent difpofitions and difeipline of it. 

The bafha Mehemed, a haughty fevere general, was then 
made governor of Hungary ; and Soleyman, partly by treach¬ 
ery, and partly by force, made himfelf matter of all Tranjyl- 
vania, which he nominally gave to young Stephen, as being 
moft agreeable to the inhabitants. It was about this time Expedi- 
that the emperor, Charles V. made his ill-judged expedition don 
againft Algiers ; in which his army and fleet, by famine and againft: 
ftorms, were almoft entirely deftroyed. Algiers, 

About the year 1542, the ambition of Charles V. and that 
of Francis I. of France, dividing all Europe , the latter’s re- 
fentment got fo far the better of him, that he fent an am- 
ballador, one Rinco, to folicit the fultan Solcytnan to declare 
war againft Charles. Rinco was killed in Italy by fome Spa¬ 
niards, and was fucceeded in his commiflion by Polinus, who, 
upon his arrival at Conjlantinople, found the divan greatly di¬ 
vided upon the fu bjedb of his arnbafiy, which was to folicit 
the fleet under BarbaroJJa againft the emperor’s dominions. 

The vizier Soleyman thought that BarbaroJJa was already too 
great, and, at firft, refufed to fee Polinus \ but the diftribu- 
tion of fome money amongft other minifters, procured him 
2n audience of the emperor, whofe ambition was fo agree¬ 
ably flattered by one of the moft powerful princes in chrift- 
e.ndom fuing for his afliftance, that he ordered BarbaroJJa in- 
flantly to fit out a fleet ; which he did, to the amount of 
one hundred and ten gallies and forty galleons j with which Reggio 
he bore down towards the Fare of Mejfina , and took and plun- plundered 
dered Reggio. He then failed to Ojlia , and filled all Rome by the 
with the terror of his arms ; fo that it was with difficulty the Turks. 
French ambaflador, by his letters, prevailed with the inhabi¬ 
tants not to abandon the city. 

Though this unnatural alliance between the French and Alliance 
the Oilmans was a matter of convenience for Francis at that between 
time, yet it has fince operated fatally both upon the interefts the French 
of Chriftianity and the liberty of Europe , becaufe it has, ever and Turks. 
fince, been the favourite alliance of the French in all their 
differences with other Chrijlian powers. BarbaroJJa, after in¬ 
citing the waftes of Italy, failed to Marjeilles. This was in 
the year 1543 ; and the achive BarbaroJJa began to think that 
the French had impofed upon both himfelf and his mafter, as 
heTaw no likelihood of their performing their mighty pro¬ 
life, by joining him with a very large force. At laft, how¬ 
ever, the French fleet was put in readinefs, with eight thou- 
fand land-forces on board j and the combined fleets laid fiege 
to Nice. After the preparations for that had been formed, 
the city capitulated to furrender to the French \ but the 
caftle under Paul, its governor, held out. The janifaries, 
underftanding that, by the capitulation, they were to be 
deprived of the plunder of the place, and the powder and 
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fhot of the French auxiliaries being quite exhaufted, were 
fcarcely retrained from putting Polinus to death j and Bar, 
barojfa could fcarcely be prevailed upon to ftay longer from 
Conjlantinople , when a letter was intercepted from the Sp a . 
nijh general, promifing Paul relief in two days. Upon this 
the janifaries broke into, plundered, and fired the city, and 
Barbarofla raifed the fiege. 

It was thought, after this, that he would have attacked 
Doria, who lay with his fleet at Villa Franca ; but thofe two 
great admirals feem to have had their private reafons for not 
coming to a decifive action } and it is even faid, upon good 
authority, that Daria, to preferve his countrymen, the Ge- 
noefe, from being plundered by the Turks, fupplied Bar bar op 
with neceflaries for refitting his fleet, which, before winter, 
feparated into two fquadrons. One of thefe, under his kinf- 
men Salek and HaJJan , ravaged the coafts of Spain, and win- 
tered in Algiers j as the other, under himfelf, did at Toulon. 

Barbarojja was not the barbarian he is reprefented to have 
been by Chrijlian writers. During this expedition he fell in 
love with a Spanijh lady, and made her his wife. He had 
notions of gratitude ; for he obliged an Italian governor to 
fet at liberty a young yew , the fon of one of ms friends; 
and he was fo welcome to his father, that the latter expired 
with joy in embracing him. His moderation in all his con- 
quefts, and his behaviour to the French after he thought they 
had deceived him, were virtues not common to a barbarian; 
while his valour, difcipline, and the care he took of his men, 
would have done honour to the greateft chara&er. It is 
true, he, without any remorfe, ravaged the Chrijlian terri¬ 
tories ; but the Chri/lians , when ever they had an opportu¬ 
nity, did the fame by thofe of the Othmans ; but he is not ac- 
cufed of any a£ts of perfidy ; on the contrary, he was capa¬ 
ble of requiting kindneffes, and feldom, or never, broke his 
word. In his return from France to Conflantinople , he burnt 
the city of Porto Herccle, ravaged the ifles of the Archipelago, 
and fpread defolation and diftrefs wherever he came; but 
failed in a defign he had upon Prdeoli. The greatnefs oi 
fpoil, and the number of captives, be made in this expedi¬ 
tion, was incredible ; for he is faid to have carried off, from 
the little ifland of Lipaza alone, which he laid waffe, feven 
thoufand prifoners. He returned, according to Knolles , tc 
Coiijlantinople in the beginning of autumn, IC44; where hf 
was received with high honours, and carefl'ed by his mailer, 
and had the good fortune to die in peace three years after; 
viz. in 1547. 

Ferdinand finding Sdeyman fo intractable with regard ft 
Hungary , formed a kind of a crufade amongft the Gennca 
princes againft him. The princes and free ffates chofe tin 
marquis of Brandenburg for their general, and raifed thirty 
thoufand foot and feven thoufand horfe, bclides Ferdinand' 
troops, which joined them at Vienna, and a large body 0 
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Hungarian and Stirian horfe, with three thoufand choice 
lim root, fent by the pope under Alejandro Vitellio. They 
directed their march towards Buda ; but the whole of the ex¬ 
pedition was rendered (hameful and unfuccefsful by the dila¬ 
tory conduct of the German generals, particularly the mar¬ 
quis of Brandenburg. Inftead of marching dire&ly tp Buda * 
they laid fiege to Pejl ; but their operations were fo ill con¬ 
ducted, that, had it not been for a handful of Italians , un¬ 
der Vitellio and Medici, another Italian who commanded the 
fleet, they muft have been entirely deftroyed ; and, in the 
end, they were obliged to make an inglorious retreat to Vi¬ 
enna, where their mighty armament was difbanded ; while 
Ferdinand, to cover his difgrace, ordered Perenus , an Hun¬ 
garian nobleman of great quality, to be thrown into prifon, 
on fufpicion of his afpiring to the throne of Hungary. 

Soon after this, Soleyman , in perfon, fell into the imperial Hungary 
part of Hungary , with great cruelty 5 and, after reducing invaded, 
many important places, he laid fiege to Gran, which was 
bafely furrendered to him by two Spanifh officers ; and then 
he laid fiege to Alba Regalis. Here the attack and defence 
were equally obftinate. The women fought upon the walls, 
and a femal ^Hungarian (truck off the heads of two Turks with 
one fweep of a fcythe. The place, however, was, at laft, 
taken by Soleyman ; who is faid to have broken the capitula¬ 
tion, and to have put many of the principal citizens to 
death for their attachment to Ferdinand in prejudice of their 
lawful fovereign. The truth is, of the two the German yoke 
was the lead galling. 

Amidft all thofc victories, Soleyman received a fevere blow Death of 
by the death of his fon Mohammed, for whom he ex prefled an Soleyman'x 
unufual degree of forrow. The Turks thus continued vie- fon, 
torious in Hungary till the year 1547, when a truce, for five 
years, was made between them and the German princes. 

Tabmafp I. was then (hah, or fultan, of Perfia ; and, hav- War with 
ing difobliged Alkafib Mirza , who is faid to have been king Peijia., 
ofSbirwan, and his own brother, the latter applied to Soley- 
man, whom he perfuaded to bring a large army into the field, 
and promifed to make him mailer of all Perfia. While So- 
lepnan was on this iff arch, his two fons, B a] asset and Mufla- 
pba , came from their governments of Iconium and Amafa to 
pay him their fubmiflions but their father, fufpicious of 
their entertaining ambitious thoughts, received them coldly 
and fent them back to their governments. Proceeding to 
Perfia , he made himfelf m.after of Tibris, Van , and Amzeh j 
and, by means of Alkafib Mirza , his troops over-ran the 
whole country, and feized the fhah’s treafilres. Alkafib re¬ 
lenting, would have returned to his duty ; but, being difeo- 
vered, he . fled to Georgia, and from thence to Arabia , or 
Irak, where an Arab prince delivered him into the hands of 
Thamafp , who put him to death.. Soleyman , by this time, 
feems to have returned to Conjlanlinople , and left the war to 
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v the pafha Mebemed , who reduced above twenty 
laced garrifons in a great number of fortreffes, 
The reader, however, in turning back to our Pcrfian hiftory, 
will find a different account of rhis expedition. 

Muley HaJJ'an , whom Charles V. had made king of Tunh % 
being afraid that Bdrbarojfa s armament was defigned agfinft 
him, fled to Naples , to th>ow himfelf at the feet of Charles for 


protection. He was at Naples when Barbarojja was obliged 
to retire from Nice , and he there received an account that his 
fon Amid had declared for himfelf, and ufurped bis govern* 
ment. Upon this, Muley HaJJan , being well provided with 
money, hired fome Italian foldiers of fortune, who i'erved 
under one Lofredi , and pafi’.d over to Tunis ; but, in at¬ 
tempting to remount his throne, was defeated; and, being 
taken prifoner, his unnatural fon cut out his eyes. Tonams i 
the -panijl) governor of the Gnletta , for the emperor, upon 
this, fent for Abdel Malek , who was A mid's elder brother, 
and who, by a ftratagem, made himfelf mafter of Tunis ; but 
he died after enjoying his royalty but twenty-fix days. He 
was fucceeded by his fon, a child of twelve years of age; 
but, being under the tuition of three barbarians, their go¬ 
vernment grew fo intolerable to the people, that Amid was 
re-admitted to Tunis ; where he cruelly put all his enemies 
to Jet. h, his father alone efcaping through the favour of To- 
har -es. who gave him fhelter in the Guletta. 

During this confufion, Dragut , a famous Turkijb pirate in 
thofe feas, made himfelf mafter of feveral cities in the king¬ 
dom of Tunis , particularly Mohammedia ; and, being coun¬ 
tenanced by So ley man , he committed prodigious depredations 
cm the Chrijlian powers. Upon this, the emperor Charles 
ordered his admiral, Doria , to fupprefs the pirate, and to 
raze Mohammedia , his chief haunt; which, ’by the help of 
fome knights of Malta , he accordinlgy did. Dragut applied 


vages 


to Soleyman , who, exafperated by Doria' s fuccefl'es and ra- 

fernifbed Dragut with one hundred and forty fail, 
commanded by the pafha Sinan , who landed in Sicily. Here 
they took the caftle of Augujla , and, making a fruitlefs at¬ 
tempt upon Malta , they failed to Goza> from whence they 
carried off above fix thoufand captives. From thence they 
failed to Tripoli , then, by the emperor’s gift, in poffeflion 
of the knights of Malta ; and which, after a brave refiftance 
made by the garrifon, they took, through the treachery of a 
Trench renegado ; but the Otfmans broke the capitulation by 
depriving the garrifon both of their freedom and their ef- 
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Ifabella , the mother of Stephen , the 


feCfs. 


In the year 


.young king of JAungary, was obliged to furrender Tranfylve 
•nia” to Ferdinand, being unable to oppofe the progrefs of the 
Turks , who befieged and took Temefwar j but, as ufual, they 
Jnqft perfidioufly broke the capitulation. Xhey> likewife 
look the caftle of Zolnuk , but were repulfed in their attempt 
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r 0 the infamy of the French government, this year 

_ • • * • n • • t t 7 T f* 71 i ty 


the infidels, by the inftigation of Henry II. of France , defo- 
jated the coafts and iflands of the Archipelago* 

It mud be admitted that the Turks are barbarians in al- Conquefts 
nioft every refpeci, .and the beft of their own authors af- of Solej - 
ford us nothing better than a glimmering of their hiftory; man . 


jurkifi 


Chrift 

Soleyman had fo great a genius for conqueft, 

^ 1 % • A . 1 'ft 


that his arms were employed in every quarter of the globe. 

In Perfta he met with but very indifferent fuccefs, though 
he had the inhuman pleafure of defolating the country. In 
his own family he was far more unfortunate. A confpiracy 
againft his domefiic peace was formed between Rowland, his 
favourite miftrefs arid wife, and her fon-in-law Rujlan, the 
grand-vizier. Roxolana had children whom fhe wanted to 
raife to the empire; and Soleyman had two fons, Mu/iapha 
and Jehan Ghir, who {food in their way. Chrijtian writers, 
very poflibly from the prepoflefiions they had againft Soley~ 
man, have exalted Muftapha *s into the moil amiable of cha¬ 
racters. It is certain that his father was long jealous of his 
ambition, and that of his other fons, and had them narrowly, 

watched. 

Whatever pafles within the walls of the feraglio, or where- Hiftory of 


Turk!jh emperor is fixed 

different 


Muftapha, 

his eldeft 


author is very unfafe in descending to particulars, either of fon. 


facts or characters. 


Muftapha 


was the darling of the empire ; and, that Roxolana, as is 
.common with, ambitious, wicked, women, confidered him as 
the chief bar between her off-fpring and the throne. Soley - 
man was now old, and fhe therefore had die more power ovejr 


and 


his affedfions. She prevailed with him to fend Mujh 
and his mother to.the diffant | 

Ruftan, who had married her < 

fome part of his revenue; The better to fucceed, fhe af- 
fumed an extraordinary fit of devotion, and could not b.e 
.perfuaded to cohabit again with the fultan till he folemnly 
.married her, which he therefore did. She then inflilled into 
Soleyman notions of his danger from Miftapha ; and, if w.e 
:ituy believe Chriftian writers, attempted to poifon'him. But 
[this wickednefs not fucceeding, Soleyman ordered Ruftan to 
raife a great army, under pretence of marching againft the 
Perftans; but, in facf, to feize upon Muftapha , and fend him 

in chains to Conftantinople, 

It was eafy for Muftapha to perceive the danger which both 
bis perfon and title to the crown were in ; and he was fo fummoned 
well beloved, that he,had intelligence of the defigns againft to AUpyo, 

both 


who is 


Syria ; which was fufficieot to fhew 
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fieri 


back 


Cotijflantinople, pretending that Syria was in quiet. 

A tyrant thinks, that every a<ft of juft precaution in a fon 
or fubje&, is an a<St of rebellion ; and, next year, which was 
1553, he put himfelf at the head of a great army, and or- 


Mujlapha to repair to him at Alepp 
id. The prince, perhaps knowing 


and put 


be in vain, endeavoured, by a generous confidence, to win 
his father over, and prefented himfelf at the door of the ful- 
tan’s tent dreffed in white; but perceiving he had his dagger 
by his fide he left it without. Entering the tent he was met 


city. 


to death by feven routes, who threw him upon the ground; hut, 
by Soley either through the vigour of the prince, or their own diftn- 
man's cru- clination, they were fome time in ftrangling him; upon 
eky. which, the unnatural father, from a traverfe window, re¬ 
proached and threatened them for their backwardnefs, anil 
then they put an end to his life. 

■ This was fo fecretly executed, that Jehan Ghir , fo called 
from his deformity, knew nothing of the matter. He wasa 
kind of favourite with the fultan, who imagined that he 


Would 


ye ban 


Mujlapha 's effects 


out of affe&ion for his brother, or apprehenfion of what mull 
be his own fate, flew himfelf upon the fpot. 

When the murder came to be made public, it had almod 
coft Scleyman his life and empire, through an infurre&ionoi 
the janifaries and foldiers that Mujlapha had brought along 
with him. It was, however, appe'afed ; partly by the intre¬ 
pidity, and partly by the well-timed compliances, of the 

fultan, who was obliged to ftrip Rujian of his power. But 
t *L? v danger was no fooner removed, than he put to death 

■fyhmet, Rujlarfs fuccefior, wb° had been the main inftru- 

pnt rvf nviel 11nor fVlp miltlnV. Afld inflated 
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peace was concluded, and the cities of Van Marajh and Mi-, 
fill were added to the frontiers of the Otbman dominions on 

that fide. 

By this time two of Soleyman’s Tons by Roxolana were grown Differ* 
to man’s eftate ; the one Bajazet, and the other Selim. Ba- ences be- 
jazet was the favourite of the mother, and each hated the tween So 
other. This encouraged an obfeure perfon, at the head of leyn>anf% 
no more than forty men, to appear upon the confines of fons. 
Moldavia and JVallakic r, and pretend to be the late prince 
Mujlapha, °r one c>f his fons ; and, perhaps, he really was, 
the other fon having been put to death foon after his father. 

Some, but we think with very little appearance of truth, 
fay, that this pretended Mujlapha was fet up by Bajazet, in 
hatred to his brother. If there was any thing in this, it muft 
be owing to the pretender’s being the real fon of Mujlapha , 


joining 


expedfc 


preyed 


his lather, who was now old and infirm, with an opinion of 
this pretender being the creature of Bajazet, and the fultan 
adored both of them to their refpe&ive governments. Ba- 
Jzet, in fa£f, refufed to obey, and retiring to Ancyra he 
fiiftd a great army. 

In the mean while, Soleyman committed the profecution of 
vhc war again ft Mujlapha to his fanjiacks, or other generals; 
and Mujlapha % foldiers deferring from him, he was taken 
prilbner and fent to Cenjlantinople ; where being put to ,tbe 
rack, he difeovered his confederacy with Bajazet , and was 
then thrown into the fea. The Chrijlian writers make this 
execution to have been performed while Bajazet was at 
court, and in his father’s power j and that he was pardoned 

at the interceflion of Roxolana. But the Turks are more to 
be depended upon, who tell us, that Bajazet was the chief 

Cleans of fupprfifting Mujlapha'* infurredtibn; and, that, f; 
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be finifhed bvthepafha Mehemed , who reduced above twenty 
cifie?, and placed garrtfons in a great number of fortrelfes. 
The reader, however, in turning back to our Perfian hiftory, 
will find a different account of rhis expedition. 

Adven- Muley HaJJ'an , whom Charles V . had made king of Turn, 
tures of being afraid that Bdrbarojfa s armament was defigned agiinft 
Muley him, fled to Naples , to th'ow hinifelf at the feet of Charles fax 

Hojfan. prote< 5 lion. He was at Naples when Barbarojja was obliged 

to retire from Nice^ and he there received an account that his 
fon Amid had declared for himfelf, and ufurped bis govern¬ 
ment. Upon this, Muley HaJJa.n , being well provided with 
money, hired fome Italian foldiers of fortune, who ferved 
tinder one Lofredi , and p a ft', d over to 'Tunis ; but, in at¬ 
tempting to remount his throne, was defeated; and, being 
taken prifoner, his unnatural fon cut out his eyes. Toneme, 
the ‘panljb governor of the Guletta , for the emperor, upon 
this, fent for Abdol Malek , who was A mid's elder brother, 
and who, by aftratagem, made himfelf mafter of Tunis ; but 
he died after enjoying his royalty but twenty-fix days. He 
Was fucceeded by his fon, a child of twelve years of age; 
but, being under the tuition of three barbarians, their go¬ 
vernment grew fo intolerable to the people, that Amid was 
re-admitled to Tunis ; where he cruelly put all his enemies 
to de« h, his father alone efcaping through the favour of To- 
har -ns. who gave him fhelter in the Guletta. 

Dragin's During this confufion, Dragut , a famous Turkijh pirate in 

conquefts. thofe feas, made himfelf mafter of feveral cities in the king¬ 
dom of Tunis , particularly Mohavnnedia ; and, being coun¬ 
tenanced by Soleyman , he committed prodigious depredations 
on the Chrijlian powers. Upon this, the emperor Charles 
' ordered his admiral, Doria , to fupprefs the pirate, and to 
raze Mchamtnedia , his chief haunt; which, 'by the help of 
fome knights of Malta , he accordinlgy did. Dragut applied 
to Soleyman , who, exafperated by Daria’s fucceffes and ra- 
‘ ‘ vages, furnifhed Dragut with one hundred and forty fail, 

commanded by the pafha Sinan , who landed in Sicily. Here 
they took the caftle of Augujla , and, making a fruitlefs at¬ 
tempt upon Malta , they failed to Goza , from whence they 
carried off above fix thoufand captives. From thence they 
failed to Tripoli , then, by the emperor’s gift, in pofleflion 
Pf the knights of Malta ; and which, after a brave refiftance 
made by the garrifon, they took, through the treachery of a 
Trench renegado ; but the Othmans broke the capitulation by 
depriving the garrifon both of their freedom and their ef¬ 
fects. 

War in ^ In the year 1553, Ifalella , the mother of Stephen , the 

Hungary, young king of Hungary , was obliged to furrender Tranfylva- 

•hia "to Ferdinand, being unable to oppofe the progrefs of the 

Turks , who befieged and took Temefwar j but, as ufual, they 

faoft perfidioufly broke the capitulation. They' likewife 

took thecaftte of Zolnuk , but were repulfed in their attempt 

upon 
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j,pon Erfam and Agria, with the lofs of above fix thoufand 
inen. To the infamy of the French government, this year 
the infidels, by the inftigation of Henry -II. of France , defo- 
Jatcd the coafts and iflaiids of the Archipelago . 

It mull be admitted that the Turks are barbarians in a}- Conquefts 
moft every refpect, .and the beft of their own authors af- of Sofa. 
ford us nothing better than a glimmering of their hiftory ; man . 
while thole of the Chri/lians are equally uninformed as to the 
jurkiJI) affairs. Soleyman had Co great a genius for conqueft, 
that his arms were employed in every quarter of the globe! 

In Pcrfia he met with but very indifferent fuccefs, though 
he had the inhuman pleafure of defolating the country. In 
his own family he was far more unfortunate. A confpiracy 
againft his domeftic peace was formed between Roxolana , his 
favourite miftrefs and wife, and her fon-in-law Ru/lan, the 
grand-vizier. Roxolana had children whom fhe wanted to 
raife to the empire; and Soleyman had two Tons, Mujlapha 
and Jehan Ghir, who ftood in their way. ChriJUan writers, 
very poffibly from the prepoffeffions they had againft Soleyr- 
mn , have exalted Mujlapha ’s into the mod amiable of cha- 
raffers. It is certain that his father was long jealous of his 

ambition, and that of his other Tons, and had them narrowly- 
watched. 

Whatever paffes within the walls of the feraglio, or where- Hiftory of 
ever the rcfidence of the Turkl/h emperor is fixed, is kept fo Mujlapha 
fecret, or rendered fo uncertain by different reports, that an his eldeft* 
author is very unfafe in defending to particulars, either of fon, 
faffs or characters. It is, however, agreed that Mujlapha 
was the darling of the empire j and, that Roxolana , as is 
common with ambitious, wicked, women, confidered him as 
the chief bar between her off-fpring and the throne. Solcy- 
man was now old, and the therefore had the more power ovejr 
I his affeffions. She prevailed with him to fend Mujlapha 
| and his mother to. the diftant government of Cayamaniay and 
Rujtan, who had married her daughter, attempted to cut off 
fome part of his revenue; The better to fucceed, (he af- 
fumed an extraordinary fit of devotion, and could not be 
.perfuaded to cohabit again with the fultan till he folemnly 
.mairied her, which he therefore did. She then inftilled into 
owyman notions of his danger from Mijlapha ; and, if w.e 
:may believe Chrljlian writers, attempted to poifon'him. But 
this wickednefs not fucceeding, Soleyman ordered Rujlan to 
rade a great army, under pretence of marching againft the 

rerfiam ; but, in fa 61 , to feize upon Mujlapha , and fend him 
in chains to Conjlantinople , 

It was eafy for Mujlapha to perceive the danger which both who is 
h,s P^Ton and title to the crown were in; and he was fo fummoned 
well beloved, that he,had intelligence of the defigns againlt 10 Altpoo, 
noth. He raifed feven thoufand horfe, .and began his marc,h 
towards Syria, which was fufficientto Chow,Rujlan that his 

L 2 defign 
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defign was discovered ; and he fuddenly marched back to 
Conjlantinople , pretending that Syria was in quiet. 

A tyrant thinks, that every a£l of juft precaution in a Ton 
or fubjedft, is an a£l of rebellion ; and, next year, which was 
1553, he put himfelf at the head of a great army, and or¬ 
dered Mujlapha to repair to him at rfkppo, where he lay en. 
camped. The prince, perhaps knowing his refiftance would 
be in vain, endeavoured, by a generous confidence, to win 
his father over, and prefented himfelf at the door of the ful- 
tan’s tent drefled in white j but perceiving he had his dagger 
by his fide he left it without. Entering the tent he was met 


to death by feven mutes, who threw him upon the ground ; but, 
by Soley either through the vigour of the prince, or their own difin- 

clination, they were fome time in ftrangling him; upon 
which, the unnatural father, from a traverfe window, re- 


man s cru¬ 


elty. 


proached and threatened them for their backwardnefs, and 
then they put an end to his life. 

• This was fo fecretly executed, that Jehan Ghir , fo called 
from his deformity, knew nothing of the matter. He wasa 
kind of favourite with the fultan, who imagined that he 
would be pleafed with his elder brother’s death, and intended 
to make him a prefent of Mujlapha 's effects and treafures; 
hut Jehan Ghir no fooner faw the dead body, than, either 
out of affe&ion for his brother, or apprehenfion of what mull 
be his own fate, flew himfelf upon the fpot. 

When the murder came to be made public, it had almoft 
coft Sclcyman his life and empire, through an infurre&ionof 
the janifaries and foldiers that Mujlapha had brought along 
with him. It was, however, appeafed ; partly by the intre¬ 
pidity, and partly by the well-timed compliances, of the 
fultan, who was obliged to ftrip Rujlan of his power. But 
the danger was no fooner removed, than he put to death 
rfchmet , Rujlan 's fucceftor, who had been the main inftru- 
ment of quelling the mutiny, and Rujlan was re-inftatedin 
his power. 

Such is the manner, in general, in which the Chrijlm 
hiftorians tell this event. The Turkifb hiftorians feem to 
admit that Mujlapha was guilty ; and fome, with probabi¬ 
lity on their fide, fay that Jehan Ghir was poifoned by his fa¬ 
ther’s order. 

New war Perpetual a£lion is the fureft means of keeping mutinous 
with Per - troops in order. The fpoils of chriftendom and Perfia were 
Jia. always agreeable to the Turks ; and, in the year J554, &/*/• 

man denounced war againft the {hah of Perjia , and laid fiege 
to Erivan , which he took and deftroyed, though the finelt 
city in that empire. He laid wafte all the fra& between Ti* 
bns and Maragha j and feveral of the Perfwn governors, or 
rather princes, put themfelves under his protedlion, and fa¬ 
voured his operations. In the following fpring he marched 

to Baghdad , where, upon the fhah’s humble application ,"* 

peace 






149 


I OF THE WORLD. 

peace was concluded, and the cities of Van Marajh and Mi*, 
lulwere added to the frontiers of the Othman dominions on 

th at fide. 

By this time two of Suleyman's fons by R oxolana were grown DifFer- 
to man’s eftate ; the one Bajazet , and the other Selim. Ba- ences be- 
jazet was the favourite of the motherland each hated the tween So¬ 
other. This encouraged an obfcure perfon, at the head of leymam’% 
no more than forty men, to appear upon the confines of fons. 
Moldavia and Wallakia , and pretend to be the late prince 
Mujlapba , or one of his fons ; and, perhaps, he really was, 
the other foil having been put to death foon after his father. 

Some, but we think; with very little appearance of truth, 
fay, that this pretended Mujlapba was fet up by Bajazet, in 
hatred to his brother. If there was any thing in this, it muft 
be owing to the pretender’s being the real fon of Mujlapba , 
and to Bajazet' s joining him, that he might put afide Selim 
from the fucceffion, of whom he was to expert no favour. 

Ije this as it will, it feems to be certain that Selim impreflfed 
hit father, who was now old and infirm, with an opinion of 
:h;s pretender being the creature of Bajazet , and the fultan 
ordered both of them to their refpective governments. Ba* 
fizet, in fa&, refufed to obey, and retiring to Ancyra he 
raifed a great army. 

In the mean while, Soleyman committed the profecution of 
the war againft Mujlapba to his fanjiaclcs, or other generals; 
and Mujlapba & foldiers deferring from him, he was taken 
prifoner and fent to Cenjlantinople j where being put to .the 
rack, he difeovered his confederacy with Bajazet, and was 
then thrown into the fea. The Chrijlian writers make this 
execution to have been performed while Bajazet was at 
court, and in his father’s power j and that he was pardoned 
at the intercefiion of Roxolana. But the Turks are more to 
be depended upon, who tell us, that Bajazet was the chief 
I means of fupprefling Mujlapba'$ infurre&ion; and, that, far 
from behaving undutifully, he continued in quiet.du.rjng t.hp 
remainder of his mother’s life. 

The war- being now renewed between France and Spain 9 His fleets 
the coafts of the latter were again ravaged by Soleyman’ s fleer, ravage 
■commanded by Karli Aii Beg\ and we are told that they took. Stain . 
and ranfacked Durczzo, which was retaken by the Venetians . * 

The Othmans feem now to have been a formidable maritime 


power; for, befides the ravages they committed in Europe 
this year, they invaded and plundered Ormus , and the adja¬ 
cent countries in the Perjian Gulpb and then returned by the 
ctreights of the Red Sea to Suer. ; from whence the rich fpoils 
of the expedition were conveyed to Con/lantinople . 

We are likewise told, that, in the year 1555, Soleyman fent 
another fleet to the afliftance of the French ; which, as ufual, 
made vaft depredations upon the iflands and coafls of the 

, and returned with great fpoils to Conjlantino* 
3Ugh tl>$ Turks mention every attempt they 
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lhade, anij ravages they committed, as fo many conquefb 
yet in is certain they kept none of the places they attacked' 
plunder being the only end they had in view. Their chiei 
admiral in this expedition was Kapudan Piala Pajha. 

His civil Bolcyman fnatched afmall interval of peace, at this time, to 

make certain civil regulations ; and, for that purpofe, h e 
tions. drew up tne Kanuti Nanch , or, The Book of Rules ; which is 

to this day, of great authority at the Qthman court. It con¬ 
tains a kind of a fyftem of the polls, precedencies, expences 
and revenues of the empire. He like wife ordained, that 
from thence forward, the for.s of emperors fhould not have 
governments affigned them, hut that they fhould be main¬ 
tained in or near the court. Neither was he wanting to his 
own chara&er in magnificence, for he now finiflied the ja- 
mi, or moiquc, which, after himfelf, he called Sclcymmiyh, 
It (lands on an eminence looking towards the harbour of 



but, though it undoubtedly is a mofl fuperb 
building, they who fay, that no (Iructure in the woild is to be 
compared to it, exaggerate too much. Solcyman . is faid, by 
the Tv.rkijh writers, to have fpent ten years in thefe import¬ 
ant rcgulationsj'but we are not from that to conclude he 
wits not, during thefe ten years, engaged, either by his ad¬ 
mirals or his generals, in many warlike undertakings. 

HuHgari- ' jdli , pafha of Buda, after furprizing Buboza , in Hungary, 

made an attempt upon Sige‘b , one of rhe mod important 
places in that kingdom. Failing in this attempt, in June, 
1556, he laid a regular fiege to the fame place, and preficd 
it, for fome time, with the utrnofi: fury; but, being conti¬ 
nually repulfed by the courage of the gorrifon,• under Hor- 
ti’tiib, he railed the fiege, on the twenty-fecond of July fol¬ 
lowing, after loling above two thoufand men before ir, and 

Notwirhftanding this, he re¬ 
newed the fiege next year; but Ferdinand's- 
cccher and Serinl , attacked arid defeated 


an war. 


retired to Quin quo Ecclef its* 


generals, Pol- 
his army; 


cccner arm oenm, auacK.cn aria acreatca nis army ; upon 
which they abandoned Buboza, and many other places in the 

neighbourhood, and again retired, with great lofs in their re¬ 
treat, to Quinque Ecclejue . ■ 1 '■ 1 

of In the year 1557? died Roxclana, the mother and protec 
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trefs of Brjazci ; upon which, Selim, to prevent Bajimf s 
retreat: into Syria, where he was lure of great lupport, made 
himfelf mailer of Iconium. n "' < <■ 


pointment to Baja 
th 


/9 


yet 


r>r 


to 


Though this was a great dilap 
, jv.., being very popular, he got to- 
r an army at rtneyra ; am*, re fifing all terms of accom¬ 
modation propofed by Soleyman, he marched to attack Selim, 
or, at leall, to open his way into Syria ; but, before he cnuM 
reach Iconium, Sohyman had taken care to re-inforce Selim 
wi.h a large body of his bell troops and a great train of nr- 
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tillery (of which Bajaz-ct was defiitute) and Tome of his bell 

aii. Nof.virhitandmg all this, Bajazct, prefuming on 
his own popularity with his father’s: folmers, ventured to give 

liim battle. Forty thoufand Parks fell in it; But B-qc&U 

v.ivjie 



o 


THE WORLD 


IS 


vhofe chief ftrength lay in his Arabian cavalry, was, atlaft, 
obliged to retire; but did it in fuch good order, that Selim 
dull? not,purfue him: and he got more credit by that battle, 
on account of the vaft odds of every kind which were againft 
him, than he had done in all the preceding actions of his life. 

~~. ’ 'yin an, old as he was, to j?afs over to AJia\ Sole?matt 

<ne, 1559. He was followed by Bufbequi- pafiesovef 


which he did in J 



Turks 


Afu 


He gives us a wonderful idea of the difcipline, the abftinence, 
and the modefty of their foldiery j and he tells us, that, 
when certain prefents arrived in the camp fent from the em¬ 
peror of Germany , Soleyman received them formally in the- 


fhew 


Jfia defeated 


Cbr.ijl 


” to 

His going 


wanted to make his fubmiffions j but being informed that his 

'' ' .. fls- 


fhah Tahmafp 


Perfu 


Soleyman underftanding this, fent. two officers, Ha fan 
Aga and the pallia of Marafi) y to prevail with Talnnafp to 
put him to death.. The fhah, at firft, refufed to do that, 
but he threw him into prifon ; and, the Oilman envoys; 
tempting him with a considerable fum, Tahmafp gave them 
leave to put him to death j which Hafjan did with his own 
hands, by firangling: him and three of his children, in prifon. 
We are, however, given to, underftand, that, a great number 
qf ,Bajazei’s followers repairing to him, h,e had the face of 


an army 


Tahmafp 


He 


encoura 


orders for billeting them around the country, and, being 
thus divided, they were all put to the fword. A fourth fon 
of Bajazet’s w a strangled at Prufa. 

diffentions ;in the imperial family .at Conjlantinople, 
w ed the Cbnjiian- powers to think of recovering Tri¬ 
poli in Barbary. A.cpnfiderable armament, for this purpofe, 
was fitted out by the knights of Malta , with the affirmance 
of the. pope and the king of Spain, and, in February, 1560* 
they failed for the ifland of Zerbi, and took the ltronge'ft 
caftle upon the ifland. In the mean while. Pi ala Pajloa, the 
Turkijh admiral, landed a body of men upon the ifland .from 
eighty-five gailies, and, before the Chrifiians could perfect 
the new fortifications they intended, attacked the remainder 

of the fleet, a part of it being before returned to Malta , 
and deftroyed it. 

I'he infidels then laid fiege to the caftle, which made a 


Di 
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whole ifland, having taken it from a petty Mqorijh 
prince called -Karawan, poured in reinforcements for carry?- 
big on the fiege, and the garrifon’s water entirely,failing 

tiiern, the place was furrendered on projnife of having their 
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lives faved. In this expedition, befides their fhipy, the 
Chrijiians are laid to have loft eighteen' thoufand men. Some 
Spaniards of great quality were made prifoners, wh6 Were 
obliged to ranfom their lives. Piala is faid to have Conceal¬ 
ed the moft confiderable of them, who was fon to the duke 
of Modena , intending to put his ranfom into his own pocket. 
But, finding Soleyman very inquifitive after the young noble¬ 
man, he privately put him to death, fo that he never was more 
heard of. The Turks thus vidloiious, renewed or continued 
their depredations upon Italy, Sicily , and Malta , during all 
the year 1561. The king of Spain, Philip the fecond, indeed, 
fitted out a fleet againft them, under the command of his 
admiral Mendoza ; but it was difperfed by ftorms, and twenty- 
five of his gallies, together with the admiral, were loft. 

Bufbequius , who was then at Con/lantinople , informs us, 
that Soleyman received the news of his great fuccefs at 
Zerbi , and, from a gallery, beheld the captive Chfijlian fleet, 
and prifoners, which were brought in great pomp, with as 
inuch coldnefs and fcrenity of countenance, as if the matter 
had not concerned him. His admiral Piala , and the Oilmans 
in general, did not behave with the fame moderation. Piala 
intimated his conqueftsi by a galley, which dragged at the 
poop of it one of the Chrijiians great enfigns, with the pic¬ 
ture upon it of Chrijl crucified, and the prifoners were treated 
With great indignities and inhumanity. Thefe vaft fuc- 
cefles, and growing power of Soleyman , who now had made 
fuch warlike preparation's, as threatened the deftru&ion of 
the German empire, prevailed with the emperor Ferdinand, 
to whom his brother Charles had refigned the empire two 
years before, to think in earncft of a peace With Soleyman , 
as they were then upon very precarious terms together. A 
diet of the empire afTembling at Franck fort, November 24, 
1562, for electing a king of the Romans , Soleyman font 
Ibrahim Pajha thither, with prefen'ts and a letter, in anfwer 
to the application Bufbequius had made, for an eight years 
truce. The fultan’s titles, and the preamble to that letter, 
came up to the height of extravagance, but the conditional 
parts of it are very plain and equitable!' The fir ft con¬ 
dition is, that Ferdinand ftiould pay, as a pledge of the 
league, thirty thoufand ducats yearly, with two' years arrears. 
This truce being concluded, Ferdinand furvived it only two 
years, and then it was broken, but by which party firft, is 
hard to be determined, for they who pretend that Melchior 
Balas-, the imperial lieutenant of Hungary, firft began hofti- 
Jities, allow', at the fame time, that the Tiirkijh governors 
were equally ready to make incurfions upon the emperor’s 
territories, which is generally the cafe, in all governments 
idiftant from the court, veiled with diferetionary powers, 
and confequeritly not eafily brought to trial. Be that as it 
willj in the year 1564, hoftilities recommenced with as much 
fqry as ever, between the Germans , and the Otbmans. The 

■ ' Turks-, 
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\furh took Haden , and befieged Ungar . As Suend't , the im¬ 
perial general, did Tokay and Erden. 

H All this time, Soleyman was making the moft prodigious Stiria in- 
[preparations for war, which threw the Chrtftian powers vaded. 
into the utmoft confternation, as not knowing where the 
ftorm would break. The imperial minifter at Conftantinople ,- 
aiTured Ferdinand ’, that he intended to fall upon Germany , 
while Soleyman ncgociated at the court of Vienna , for the 
continuance of the peace. Mean while, hoftilities continu- 
| e( j } the Turks retook Erden , and invaded Stiria, where they 
were cut in pieces by Charles the archduke of Auflria ; ana 
the'Fortune of the war was fo various, that it was hard to 
fay, which fide flittered moft. Soleyman carried his diffimu- 
lation fo far, that his agents in Hungary , after fuffering 
themielves to be taken as fpies, declared, that he intended 
fpeedily to beftege Sigeth , Raab, and other important 
places in Hungary. 

But the Hungarian war was not the chief obje& which Delign 
Soleyman had at this time in his eye. KoJJum , BarbaroJJa’s fon, upon 
and Dragut, perfuaded him, that he never could be matter Malta, 
by land till he \yas fo by fea, and for that purpofe he muft 
reduce Malta. Upon this, Soleyman ordered Piala to take 
thirty thoufand of his beft folaiers on board one hundred 
and forty-two gallies, feventeen galliots, twenty-three fhips 
of burden, and other tranfports. The land forces were 
commanded by Mujlapha Pajha , a man of feventy -five years 
cf age. Thofe fhips landed at Porto Majore , on the north- 
weft of the ifland, which is no more than twenty miles long, 
end twelve broad. The chief ftrength of the ifland, or 
rather the city, of Malta , lay in three cattles. Saint Angelo , 

Saint Michael, and Saint Elmo, which laft the Turks deter¬ 
mined to befiege. 

The grand matter of Malta then, was the famous Valette. Prepara- 
He had had fo good intelligence from Gonjlantinople , that he tion for 
knew of Soleyman’s intention, and had made preparations to its de- 
receive him, but bis garrifon was weak, compared to the fence. 

force which was to attack it. He had not above three thou- 

^ % 

fand men, who properly could be called foldiers, for he 
could not depend upon five thoufand of the country people, 
who had thrown themfelves into the city, to avoid the enemy. 

The Turks attacked Saint Ehnoi, with amazing obftinacy, 
and were twice as bravely repulfed, but at the third aflault 
they made a lodgment, which enabled them to renew their 
attack. Still they were repulfed by the incredible courage 
of the knights, and in one repulfe they loft two thoufand 
men, among whom was the brave Dragut. This refiftance, 
and the vaft train of artillery, and engines they had, ferved 
only to render them more refolute, and after battering down 
the walls of the cattle to the very rock, on which it flood, 
they prepared for another-general aflault. The garrifon 
fit the cattle was now reduced to a handful, and the grand 
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matter offered to carry them off in pinnaces, but they re. 
fufed ; and the Turks prevailing, every man of them was put 
to the fvvord. The reffttance Mujlapha had' met with amaz- 
ed him, and he lent to Solcyman for' frefh fupplies, which he 
received under Ko£um, who undertook the liege of the caftie 

of Saint Michael, 

The brave grand mafter was not fo fortunate in his appli¬ 
cations.. Spain was the po wer moff interefted in the preler- 
vation of Maltai and lie fent to the vice-roy of Sicily for 
fuccours. .AH he could obtain, was a liberty for the knights 
reftding there to depart, with a few gallies and fome foldiers 
on board; but they found the ports of Malta fo clofely 
blocked up by a Turkijh fleet, that they were obliged to re* 
turn to Mcjjina. The ffege of Saint Michael "s cattle under 
Koffum , who Is called king of Algiers , and of Saint Angelo % 
under Mujlapha himfelf, was ffiil carried on with all the 
defrruction that artillery, engines of every kind, mining, 
flapping, and a more than human intrepidity, coujd effect, 
The defendants had the. advantage of poffeffing more cool, 
and therefore more true* courage ; and the more defperate 
the attacks of the Turks were,, the more dreadful- was iheir 
jofs of men, for they continued to be beat off in all quar¬ 
ters, till at laft Mujlapha began to think of railing the fiege. 
The grand mafter, by this time, had received a few incon- 
fidcrabte reinforcements, and Mujlapha had certain intelli¬ 
gence by defer tors, that the vice-roy of Sicily was ordered to 
fail with a powerful armament for the relief of the ifiand. At 
the fame time he underftood, that the caftie of Saint Michael 
was now but llenderly garriConed, and that one other ;elo- 
Jute attack would catry it. 'T his intelligence determined 
Mijlafika, who had rcimbarked fome of his men, to recom¬ 
mence the liege. He attacked both cattles and the town, 
with a fury next to madnefs, and they were defended with a 
courage that did honour to the name of Chri/lians. Every 
per foil in the forts and the city, from the grand mafter down 
to the tendered youth of both flexes, ran to the breaches and 
plied the infidels with fuch arms as they could manage, till, 
at laft, after feven affaults with all their army and artillery, 
every fucceeding one being,more defperate than the other, 
they were beat oft’ with prodigious ilaughter. The attack 
upon what v/as called the new town, was renewed in like 
manner next day, and mutt have been carried, had not the 
grand mafter flown to its« defence, and forced the infidels 
there to retire, with the loft of two thoufand of their belt 
men. Mufiapha then attempted the breaches of Saint 
Michael's caftie, but courage ftill prevailed over delpair. 
The alfailams found new works run up in the night behind 
the breaches they made in the day, and, though they re¬ 
peated their ftorms with cnufual fury, they rot only were 
rcpulfcd, but fluttered .greatly by fallies from the garrilon. 
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It triuft have been beyond the powers of humanity, fot 

either the befiegers or the befreged to have exerted themfeives 

much longer than they had hitherto done. In’the intervals of 
the attacks, Muftapha attempted'to treaty but the grand matter 
rejected ail his advances with; difdain; and in referltment of 
the butchery at Saint Elmo y and - other inhumanities exercifed 
on the dead bodies of the knigHtbj he ordereebthai ffo quarte'f 
/hould be given' to any Turk. ' Muftapha wa’s liltewife very 
arduous in procuring' fpies-■and-ifttelligencei 'and- the Chrif- 
tian fleet being retarded ’by< contrary winds,‘after the fiegfe 
had lafied above four months, he prepared'to give a general 
aflault. But, on the feventh of September^ Gq’cias^ the vice- 
rov of Soak, ' arrived at Malta with the long expected 
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urs, w hich confided* of cen thoufand men,. on 
tv-two gallic*. Upon' this, the Turks broke u 
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fieoe with great confufiori ind ; reimbarketf-before ‘the fuc 
cours could throw chertifelves’into Malta.. This vice-rby, 
upon landing his men, returned to Sicily with his (hips, and 
Muftapha \v wing - fa lie intelligence, that the fuccours- did not 
exceed three-thoufand men, landed fever* thoufand of his 
troops fo as ro intercept them in their march to-the city; 
but the Chrijliam foon put {hern-to the rout,'with the lofs of 
two thoufand' of their men;-vOrtJ- had they known*the ground 
none of the intniels Could h'ave efcaped hack to their#! Ipping. 

Soon afte r, they failed out* of fight of the ifla-nd, having loft, 
during the fiege, twenty-four thoufand of theft belt men, 
and twenty-four pieces of great ordnance. The lofs of the 
Cbrifians was two hundred and forty knights-of the order, 
and about five thoufand*foldiers; • 

T hus, to the immortal glhrv of the grand matter, ended a Modera- 
fiege','one of the mofc memorable we have in hiftory. Many tion of 
circumltances occurred during the courfe of it, which we Soleyman . 
have not- room to infert; arid,- fnore than probable, many 
more did occur, that never came to the knowledge of the 
public;- for it appears that the 1 grand mafter.was well ferved 
with intelligence, even ambngti the Turks. Upon the re¬ 
turn of-the fleet to Conftanihiople , Soleyman behaved with 
unufual moderation, inriot- inflicting the lin all eft pu nifhment 
upon his unfuccefsful generals, thinking, perhaps, that the 
vail lofs he had fudrained was a proof of their having done 
their duty. He ordered Piala j however, to feize upon the 
ifland of Scios, becaufe its governor had kept a correfpbnd- 
cnce during the fiege with the grand mafter, and had been 
tardy in paying the arrears of nis tribute. Piala executed 
his commiffion with great punctuality j he fent the governor 
and the principal perfons of the ifland in chains to Conftan- 
tinoplc , and eflabliilied the Mahometan worfbip there inflead 
ef the Chri/lian■ He then renewed his ufual ravages upon 
the coafl of Italy. 

While the fiege of Malta laffed, hoflilities between the Hunga- 
Talks and Germans continued in Hungary. Maximilian was nan war 

then continues 




156 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

then emperor, and had on foot a very fine army, raifed by 

himfelf and the princes of the empire, by which his troops 
were fuccefsful. The waywod of Tranfilvania*\i-zA affirmed 
the title of king of Hungary* in hopes of obtaining the king, 
dom by gift from Soleyman his patron and protestor; and this 
made him extremely active on the fide of the infidels, who 
at firft had fome fuccefs, and Soleyman* old as he was, march¬ 
ed from Conjlantinople to fupport them. The pafha of Buda 
befieged Palotta by Soleyman s, order, but he was obliged by 
Hoffenjlein* an imperial general,.to raifethe fiege with lof?. 
After that, he took Wrijboun , where he put to death all the 
Turks of the garrifon, in revenge for the cruelties they exer- 
cifed againft the Chrijlians. Count Salm* another imperial 
general, reduced Doth* where he took the governor and the 
pafha of Buda prifoners, and put to death all the Turh } 
except fifty. After this, he reduced the forts of Gejh^ 
With a* Ifcholika* and Samboc* without any lofs. Count 
Serini, the governor of Sigeth* furprized a great convoy of 
of the Turks* near Quinque Ecclefide* and not only routed 
them with great (laughter, but took all they had in charge, 
which was very valuable. Soleyman* however, was ftill ad¬ 
vancing with a, vaft army, and, by menacing the pafhas 
who fuperintended the work with death, he threw a bridge, 
faid to be a mile in length, over the Drove , in order to be- 
iiege Sigeth* which he actually did. The governor of the 
place was count Serini* who made fo brave a defence that 
the anguifh Soleyman thereby conceived, concurring with 
other maladies or age and ficknefs, he fell into a flow fever, 
which carried him out of the world. So profound is the 
fecrecy of the Turkijh government, that it is uncertain, 
whether he lived to fee the place taken. Ckrijlian writers 
fay, that he withdrew to Quinque Eccleftce* where he died on 
the fourteenth of September 1566, which was fome days after 
the place was taken by his vizier, who was favoured by a 
dreadful conflagration that broke out in the town, and 
which, the Turks fay, was the effeft of Soleyman’s dying 
prayers for the profperity of the Otbman arms. When Serini 
found the place no longer tenable, he drefl: himfelf in a new 
fuit of cloaths, and plunging with the remaining part of his 
garrifon into the thickeft of the infidels, they were all, 
but a few, put to the fword. The defence made by .Serini* 
though not fo fuccefsful, was, if poflible, ftill more glorious 
than that made by the grand mafter. The Turks own that 
they loft before the place feven thoufand janifaries, and 
twenty-eight thoufand other foldiers, befides great officers, 
and volunteers, whom they did not mufter. The brave 
Serini’ s head yvas cut off after his death, and after being ex- 
pofed to .the rage of the infidels, it was fent by the vizier 
to count Salm* with the following fhort, but remarkable 
letter, “ In token of love, I fend thee the head of a moft 

f 4 refolute and valiant commander, thy friend. The re- 
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« m ainder of his body I have decently buried, as became 
« fach a man. Sigeth bids thee farewell for ever.” The 
taking of Sigeth and Giula^ which was betrayed for a great 
fum of money by the governor to the infidels, who, contrary 
to agreement, put all the garrifon to death, as they did him- 
felf ^afterwards, was all the fruit of Soleyman' s mighty 
preparations for fubduing not only Hangary , but the German 

empire. 

Soleyman lived, according to Chrijlian hiftorians, feventy- Death and 
fix years, of which he reigned forty-fix : the Turks fay two charadler 
years lefs. He was a prince of extraordinary endowments, of Soley- 
he was a more elegant poet than any of his empire, the civil man. 
policy of which he founded, and thereby he deferves the 
chara&er of being a great legiflator. He knew the Perftan and 
the Arabic languages : he was magnificient, magnanimous, 
faithful when rightly informed, generous when well ferved, 
indefatigable to a miracle, brave in his perfon, and pun&ual 
in his religion. With thefe great qualities, he is faid to 
have been fcandaloufly uxorious, though temperate as to all 
other pleafures ; and the almoft incefiant wars he carried on, 
with the vi&ories he atchieved, prove him to have been im¬ 
moderately ambitious. His ftature was tall, and both his 
perfon and features were flender, his nofe long and hooked. 


The Reign of Selim the Second , furnamed Meft, or 

the Drunkard. 

XTOTwithftanding all the precautions which Mohammed , Acceffion 
jLN. the prime vizier took to conceal the death of Soleyman , 0 f Stlim 
for tear of the infolence of the janifaries before the arrival 
of Seim from Magnefia , whom he infiantly informed of his 
father’s death, that turbulent body fufpe&ed the truth. 

The vizer, to conceal it, is faid to have ordered all the phy- 
ficians and apothecaries who had attended Soleyman to be 
llrangled, and the dead body to be expofed to the public in 
a litter, as if ftill alive, but wrapt up, as if in a fit of fick- 
nefs, which fatisfied the janifaries. 

Selim was then about forty-two years of age, and polling 
from Magnefia to Conjlantinople , he there mounted the 
Oilman throne, and gave the uiual largefles to the janifaries. 

He next fet out for Sigeth , but he no tooner appeared in the 
camp than the foldiers ran to their arms to defend the perfon 
of their aged emperor, whom now, for the firft time, they 
knew to be dead. The time between Soleyman' s death and 
his fon’s arrival at the camp was forty-one days. Selim 
having no competitor for the empire was unanimoufly ac¬ 
knowledged emperor by the army, and by all degrees of his 
fubjefts. On his acceflion to the throne, he gave twenty his bpurty 

dollars 
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dollars to evdry one of his janifaries, who were in all forty 
thoufand, and twenty-five to eyery fpahi, vybofe number 
were fifteen thoufand. He gave a magnificent interment to 
his father, whofe memory is held in the utmoft reverence 
by the Turks to this day. Upon his mounting the throne a 
rebellion .broke out in Arabia . The Perjiayis fhewed dif. 
portions to attack him.,'And his arms had been unfortunate 
in Hungary . Ail this made him defirous of a peace with 
the emperor Maximilian^ Which was concluded in January 
1568, .for eight years, upon the fame terms as the former. 
The rebellion in Arabia^ however, continued to rage under 
Ulian Ogli , hut at lad was fuppreft by the Qthman generals, 
and fitua- After this, Selim, for the better carrying on the war with 
tion of his Perfia , formed a project of joining together the Don and the 
affairs. Wolga , in that place where thofe rivers are but fix miles 

diftant, by a .navigable canal^ by»which he was in hopes to 
fail through the Euxine Sea, to that of Azof, or the Palin 
Mcotis, and fo into;the Ca/pian Sea, and landing his army to 
penetrate into Shinuan. The care of this work,was com¬ 
mitted to.the khan of Crim * who palling through Ajlracan 
begun the canal, but the labourers were obliged to abandon 
the undertaking, on account of the inclemency of the 
weather, and want of provifions. This project mifcarrying, 
rendered Selim more tra&able as to a peace with the lhah of 
Perfia. whofe ambafladors and prefents he received with 
great complacency, and the peace was concluded. He 
Jikewife made a peace with the Venetians, though hefeemsto 
have been ignorant of the terms of it; and his generals fup¬ 
preft a frefh infurrection in that part of Arabia that is called 
Taman. 

Attacks About the year 1570, Sejim took it into his head to attempt 
Cyprus. the conqueft of Cyprus, then belonging to his new allies the 

Venetians, defigning with the revenues of the ifland to endow 
fome religious houfes he was building at Adrianople. While 
he .wa.s meditating this conqueft, the Moors , or Mahometans 
of Spa iffy ehqfe for their king Man fur, who was defeended 
from ,the aheiept Saracen princes, and applied to Selim for 
iuppor-t, but he excufed himfelf on account of his prepara¬ 
tions again ft Cyprus. The prime vizier Mohammed , a man 
of moderation, was a gain ft the Cyprian war, but Piala and 
Mujiapha , the fecond paiha, being for it, all that the Vene¬ 
tian .ambaftador could obtai.n was, that one Kobad yn% 
fent ambafTador from Conjiantinoplc to Venice , to make a de¬ 
mand of the ifland for his mafter, to indemnify him for the 
injuries he-had fullered from the fubjeels of the republic. 
This demand being rejected with indignation, preparations 
went on oh both fides, for attacking and defending the 
. y in the year, fiefnn begun heftilities againftthe 

Venetian territories on the continent, to prevent their afiift- 
ing the Cypriots , and Piala failed with two hundred flfips of 
war, befides tranfports, for Cyprus , where he landed the 
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the capital of the ifland, which 
was provided with a garrifon of eight thoufand horfe and 
foot. The attack of the Turks, though furious, was fo inju¬ 
dicious that they loft a vaft number of men before they took 
the place, which they at laft did, by prerending a retreat, 
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:ed the walls and carried the 
September ; fourteen thoufand 
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dalo the governor,,on this occalion were put to the fwora 
bv the barbarpus infidels, who made a prodigious booty, 
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the place being immenfely rich, and took two hundred and 
| fifty pieces of cannon. Cyrina , ftanding on the north-weft 
of Nicofia, tho’ very ftrong, fell next into their hands, through 
the cowardice of the governor ; and Aluftr.pha who com¬ 
manded Me land troops in this expedition, at laft formed the 
fiege of Famagujla , the ftrongeft foi finest iori on the ifland ; 
but the feafon advancing, he thought proper to abandon it 
for that year. 

During thofe misfortunes, the Venetians were not idle in Prepara- 
foliciting luccours from the Cbriflian powers, and after many tions of 
delays, their fleet with that of Spain under Doria, and the the Vent 
pope’s under Colonna, the whole confifting of one bundled tians, 
and ninety-two gallics, one hundred and twelve galeafies, 
or large fhips, befules fmaller veflels, failed to the relief of 


Cyp 


Th 


ptember 


fore they landed they heard that Nicofia was loft. Upon this 
Doria refufed either to proceed, or to fight the Titrkifn fleet, 
and returned to Mejfma , notwithftanding all the rernon- 
llrances made by the other two admirals, who upon the de- 


Doria 
Corf 


Vc 


was, by order from the lenate difeharged from his office, and 
fent priloner to Venice. He was fucceeded by Venieri , who The Turks 
after gaining feveral important advantages over the infidels defeated, 
inth z Mediteranean, threw nineteen hundred men into the 


pin 


Turkifb 


This 


procured the difgrace of feveial great officers amongft the 
Otbmans , and amongft the reft of Diala, who was fucceeded 
in his command by the pafha Parteu , but the governor of 
Sdo w as put to death. I n. April 1571, Muftapha renewed 
the fiege of Famagujla, the garrifon of which confided of 
fve thoufand men, and two hundred Albanian horfe, all of 
them experienced troops, under Ba'leoncus and Braga dim. 


who was governor of the city. Mujlap 


by 
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railing up mounts higher than the walls of the city, which 
Jay low, by driving vaft mafies of combuftible wood againft 
the gates, and by mining the principal towers, in which 
they chiefly fucceeded. Great part of the wall was blowh 
up, and the Turks endeavouring to enter the breach were re- 
pulfed with the iofs of four thoufand men. Notwithftand- 
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ing this, they plied the city fo furioufty with their artillen* 
that they difcharged eight thoufand balls againft it in a day' 

and repeated their mines fo often, that the garrifon was re! 
hut they duced to three hundred men and feven barrels of powder 
reduce This prevailed with Bragadino to liften to the cries of the ci- 
Cjprus. tizens for a capitulation ; and the Turks agreed that the in- 

habitants fhould enjoy life, liberty, and eftate; and that the 
garrifon fhould be carried to Cand'ta with the honours of war. 
Mujlapha perfidioufly broke this capitulation, by putting 
Bragadino , and the other chief commanders, to the moft tor¬ 
turing deaths that ingenious cruelty could devife. After 
this, all the fine ifland of Cyprus fell under the power of St- 

iim. 

During the fiege of Famagujla , the two Turkijh pafhas, 
Parteu the admiral, and Alt the general, together with Kiij 
Aliy called by the Cbriftians Vluz Ales , viceroy of Algiers, 
made an attempt upon Candia , the antient Crete ; from 
whence they were driven with lofs by the Venetian general 
Juftiniano. They then plundered the now almoft defence- 
lefs iflands, and carried fix thoufand of the inhabitants into 
captivity. After this, Kilij Ali went, with a feparate fqua- 
dron of fixty gallies, to Karzola , a Venetian ifland, which 
was abandoned by the governor and all the inhabitants, ex¬ 
cept eight women and twenty men, who all of them took 
arms, and defended the town, till a ftorm arifing, obliged 
the barbarians to return to their fhips. 

The The dreadful progrefs of the Turks , as a maritime power, 

Chrijlian at laft united the Chrxjlian princes. Mohammed , the prime- 
powers vizier, had forefeen this union, and ftrove to prevent it by 
alarmed, oppofing the Venetian war; and, even while Famagufla was 

befieged, the Venetians had a minifter at the Porte treating of 
peace. The pope and the king of Spain underflanding this, 
without farther deliberation, offered to enter into a league 
with the Venetiarts, who accepted of the fame; and it was 
and con- figned on the twenty-fourth of May, 1471. It was agreed 
federate that fifty thoufand foot, and four thoufand five hundred 

together, horfe, fhould be ready, every year, in the fpring, together 

with two hundred gallies, and one hundred other fhips; 
and, that Don John of Aujtria , the king of Spain’s natural 
brother, fhould command the whole. The Venetians , at the 
fame time; fent an ambaflador to perfuade the fhah of Perftd 
to attack the Turks , but he met only with evafive anfwers. 
The confederates, at the time of figning the league, had a 
great naval force ready, and they invited the other popift 
powers of Europe to join them. 

The hrft intelligence which Selim received of this formi¬ 
dable confederacy, was by fome letters taken at fea; but, 
far from being daunted, he ordered his forces, both by tea 
and land, to proceed more vigoroufly than ever againft the 
Venetians. They obeyed him, by committing the moft hor¬ 
rible outrages upon the territories of that republic; and pro* 

ceeded 



OF THE WORLD. 361 

ceededl fo far, that Venice itfelf appeared to be in danger: the 

news of the league, however, obliged the Turkijh admirals to 
r e-unite all their fleet, which failed to the bay of Lepanto . 

The rendezvous of the Chrijlian fhips was at Mejfina. The 
Venetian fleet confifled of one hundred and eight gallies, fix 
galeafi'es, two tall, and fome other fmalier fhips, com¬ 
manded by Venleri. The pope font twelve gallies, under 
the command of Colonna. Doria , the Spanifo admiral, brought 
with him eighty-one gallies, three of which were Malteje ; 
and the land forces on board, which were twenty thoufand, 
were the flower of all Europe. Amongft them was Alexander 
Farnefe , prince of Parma, afterwards the ableft general of his 
time. After fome debates, it was rcfolved to attack the 
Tads, whofe fleet confifled of three hundred and thirty- 
three fail, and their commanders were as determined as the 
CbrijHans were upon a-battle. Two fo great navies never 
perhaps had encountered before, and had the Turks that day- 
prevailed, they flood fair for univerfal empire. Both fides 
were animated with thedeepefl hatred to each other, and the 
fate of the engagement was for fome time doubtful, but at 
laft the CbriJUans obtained a compleat victory. Thirty-two The Turks 
thoufand of the infidels are faid to have perifhed in this defeated 
fight, which is the more credible, as the CbriJUans were fo at Lepanto* 
exafperated againflthem, that they feldom gave quarter; and 
amongft their killed were all their great officers except Par- 
ten, and Kihj All, who cfcaped with twenty-five fhips. One 
hundred and fixty-one 'Turkijh gallies were taken, forty were 
funic or burnt, and about fixty (mailer veftels were taken. 

This victory did great honour to Den John, who was 
but twenty-four years of age, and he had the generofity to 
aftribe it chiefly to the courage and conduct of Vinieri , the 
Venetian admiral, before the battle, with whom he had 
been at variance. The lofs of the •CbriJUans were feven 
thoufand five hundred and fixty-fix killed, many of them of 
the belt blood of chriftendom, and about feven thoufand 
wounded, amongfl wdiom was Don John. Incredible were 
the rejoicings throughout all Europe for this vidlory, and it 
mufl fairly be owned, that the Turks have never, to this day, 
recovered the blow. When the certainty of it was reported 
to Selim, he received it with great Teeming compofure. Some 
fay that he was almoft choaked with grief, indignation, and 
defpair, and that it was with difficulty that Mohammed 
difiuaded him from the barbarous refolution of ordering all 
the CbriJUans in his dominions to be immediately maflacred ; 
but this barbarity does not agree with his general chara« 51 er. 

On the arrival of Kilij AH, who reported, that the Chrijlian Progrefs 
fleet was almoft deftroyed likewife, the fultan made Kilij Ali of the 
his high admiral, and gave orders, throughout all his empire Venetians, 
for fitting out a more formidable armament than that which 
he had loft. On the other hand, the Venetians retook Sup-, 
poto, in Epirus , and intercepted the- Turkijl) gallies that 
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were carrying home the fpoils of Cyprus. They likewife 
obtained many other advantages. The other Chrijilan con¬ 
federates were not equally alert, and when Fofcarini , who 
fucceeded Venieri , put tofea, he was joined but with a very 
inconfiderable force, nor did Don John at all appear; Fof~ 
carini , however, was at la ft joined by Superantio , another 
Venetian admiral, who had performed great exploits at Corfu, 
and by twenty-two Spanijh gallies fent him by Don John, 
and with the pope’s gallies, fo that the whole Chrijlian fleet 
confifted of one hundred and fifty-five gallies ; fix galeaffes, 
and twenty tall (hips. Selim’s orders, on the other hand, had 
been fo pun&ually obeyed, that, before the Chrijliam had 
formed their jundlion, which they did in Augujl 1572, his 
fleet confifted of two hundred and fifty gallies. The naval 
fpirit of the Turks , however, was irretrievable, and almoft all 
their belt feamen had been deftroyed in the battle of Le- 
panto. The Spaniards , on the other hand, being then em¬ 
broiled with both France and England , a£ted with great 
caution ; and tho’ Don John , at laft, joined the confederates 
with fifty-three gallies, and eighteen lhips of war, at Corfu, 
nothing decifive was done this feafon, Don John oppoiing 
all the vigorous meafures propofed by Fofcarini. The 
Turkifn fleet under Kilij Ali , confifted of one hundred and 
fixty gallies, fixty galliots, and four great lhips. But though 
■Kilij was a brave experienced officer, he kept alof from a 
general engagement. Superantio and Fofcarini , however, 
attacked part of the Turkijh fleet and damaged it, but not 
being fupported, the infidels got into the harbour of Modm, 
where Fofcarini could not perfuade Don John to attack them, 
and though they attempted to take both Modon and Nava- 
rino , the antient Pylos, they failed in both undertakings. 
Don John’s backwardness was very detrimental to the Chrij- 
iian caufe, for it was thought, that, had Fofcarini’s advice 
been followed, the fleet of the infidels muft have been 
totally deftroyed. Don John returning to Mcffina , Fofcarini 
failed to Venice , and the republic perceiving it was unfafeto 
truft to the confederacy, was obliged to accept of the terms 
Selim was pleafed to preferibe ; and, after various negotia¬ 
tions, a peace was concluded in February 1574, by which 
the Venetians were obliged to pay to Selim three hundred 
thoufand ducats, and to reftore all their conquefts, while 
the Turks were to keep all theirs. Such was the end of the 
naval operations of the year 1572. 

Devotions The year 1573 was moftly (pent by Selim in the difeharge 
of Selim, of religious duties, and building or repairing houfes of de¬ 
votion, to conciliate the favour of heaven. The Germain 
befieged Nova , in Bofnia , but were obliged to retire with 
lofs, while Selim , to wipe out the difgrace he had fuffered at 
Lepanto , ordered his admirals and generals to attack Mejfna 
with a great armament, but all they could d<» was to ravage 
the adjacent country. In the mean while, upon the repre- 

fentations 
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flotations of Amed, the king of Tunis, Don John failed with 
one hundred and five gallies, and forty fhips to Go/etta, 
where being joined by the pope’s and tha Maltefe fquadrcns, 
he furprized Tunis, but, far from refroring it to Amed, he 
ordered the monfter’s eyes to be put out, for his unnaturality 
to his father, and brother, and threw him into chains. He 
then appointed Mohammed to be king of Tunis, and, having 
given orders for building a flreng for: between that city and 
die Golctta, he returned to Sicily. 

In the year 1574, John, the waywod of Moldavia, and na- The Turks 
tural fon to the waywod Stephen , having been railed from a defeated 
private ftation to that dignity by Selim, renounced Moham- in Mol- 
tnedifm, upon which Selim appointed Peter, the brother to the davia, 
waywod of the LeJJer Walachia , to fucceed him. John, who 
appears to have renounced Mchammcdifm only for political 
reafons, refufed to reiign hi? government, and took into his 
pay a body of Polijh kofaks, commanded by Sujercevius . 

Upon this, Selim fent thirty thoufand Turks, and two thou- 
fand Hungarians, to affift the palatinate of the LeJJer Wala¬ 
chia \n depofing John, and thefe being joined by the pala¬ 
tine’s own forces, his whole army, confining of one hundred 
thoufand men, pafled the MoIdatv; but obferving no difei- 
pline, they were furprifed by John, and Sujercevius, and almoft 
to a man cut in pieces, except the palatine, and his brother 
the expe&ant king, who palling the river reached the caftle 
of Brabiloiv. John made a moth inhuman ufe of his vi&ory, 
by deflating the country, and taking the caftle of Brahilow , 
he put to death every living creature within it, to the very 
dogs, and then razed the caftle. While he was befieging 
that place, Sujercevius killed fourteen thoufand out of fifteen 
thoufand Turks, who were advancing to relieve it, and the 
remaining thoufand threw themfelves into the caftle of 
Tpia or Teina, leaving the town to the mercy of John, who 
maffacred every perfon within it. 

Selim, alarmed by Johns progrefs, ordered public prayers to which 
to be put up for the fuccefs of the Othman arms, and two the Turks 
hundred thoufand men to march againft him. At the fame march 
time he employed agents to tamper with Jeremiah Czarnie- with a 
vichc, John’s favourite, who was trufted to defend the pailes great 
of the Danube, and who, for a prefent of thirty thoufand army 
Hungarian ducats, not only fuffered th e Turks to pafsthat 
river, but in a battle which enfued, went over to the iniidels 
with thirteen thoufand of Johns beft troops, who being 
placed in the front of the army, were all of them cut to 
pieces, either by the Chrif.ians or by the Turks themfelves, 
who fufpected their fidelity. John, after performing won¬ 
ders in the battle, was at laft obliged to give way to fuperior 
numbers, and retired to a ruined fortification, where he was, 
by the Turkijh agents, perfuaded to furrender himfelf, which 
he did upon terms for himfelf and his followers; but he 
no fooner came into the power of the pallia Kejouji, who 
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Turkifh army, than he and Uh Moldavian 
were all meit pr; Adieu Ay v v ut to death. i he kouks fell with 
their fwords in their hands, and only the brave Sujerccvins 
with a few of the principal officers who •.-■.re made prifo- 


Aftcr this, the inhucis in a 

idler putting the in- 


ners, lurvived the maft'acre. 
manner depopulated Moldavia , by 

habitants to the Iword, or tranfpianting them to diftant 
colonies. 

They take This year, Selim ordered his admiral, the pafha Sinan. to 


Tunis. 


Selim s 


fail with three hundred gallies to retake Tunis , which fer- 
vice was performed with great fuccefs, in about three 
months time, during which the Turks loft thirty thoufand 
men; fo bravely was the Goletta and the new caftle defended 
under the two commanders A U: : s and Salazar , who were 
both taken prisoners. It is a/v-.T that Si nan moll unman- 
fully llruck old Serlellio when brought before him, and 
ordered his fon to be put to death before his eyes. After 
the redu£Hon of the Goletta , and the new fort, the Turk 
poUTeffed themfelves of Tunis , and king Mohammed 's perfon. 
Such are the chief tranfadlions of this lad year of Selinh 
life, except the defeat of a body of fifteen hundred Hunga¬ 
rians, by the governor of Giula , as they were marching to 
furprife Sigeth. 

All we know of the fultan’s death is, that, having built a 
death and magnificent bath, he entered it before the mortar was quite 
character, dry, having previoufly fortified himfclf with a large quantity 

of wine, againd the exhalations of the mortar, and thereby 
contra£iing a head-ach, which, by degrees, threw him into 
an apoplexy, that carried him out of the world on the 
eleventh day of his illnefs, on the ninth of Dctcmber 1574, 
after living fifty-two years, of which he reigned eight years, 
five months, and nineteen days. It feems to be agreed, both 
by Chriflian and Turkifh writers, that he was exceffively 
addicted to women and wine, but the latter pretend that he 
was never intoxicated, but infpired with divine enthufiafm. 
Notwithftanding this, he appears to have been of a more 
amiable perfonal character than any of his predecefiors, and 
to have polled more private virtues. He never was guilty 
of cruelty, unlefs we charge to his account the horrible 
cruelties pradtifed by his admirals and generals. Notwith¬ 
ftanding his favourite vices, he polked a found judgment, 
and great intrepidity: he was fecret, he was generous, 
fteady, and condant, as appears by his attachment to Mo¬ 
hammed his prime vizier, though he often adled contrary to 
his advice. After he came to the empire he feldom took the 
field in perfon, but, notwithdanding his defeat at Lepanto , 
he may be laid in general to have made a judicious choice 
of his great officers, both by lea and land. His being fo 
foon able to edablilh his marine, is a proof of his excellent 
public oeconomy, and his fuccelTes againd the Chriftian 
were wonderful,when we confiderthat the latter, during his 

reign 
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reign> were arrived at a far higher pitch of power than ever ' 
t hey had known before. The Venetians were in poffeiSon 
of a vaft marine, and the king of Spain , Philip the fecond, 

(who was the foul of the Chrijiian confederacy) of the mines 
of Peru and Mexico. Add to this, that no age before, or, per¬ 
haps, fince, produced fuch a number of great European gene¬ 
rals and admirals, as thofe were whom he had to fight again#. 

He is faid to have been conftant in his devotions, eafy even 
to jocofenefs and familiarity with his domeftics; a great 
favourer of the learned, and to have been fond of that kind 
of buffoonry which is in ufe among the Mahometans. As 
to hisperfon, it is faid to have been clumfy, and of a middle 
feature, and his face was bloated through the effe&s of wine. 


'The Reign of Morad the Third. 

4 

OEL 1 M the fecond, was fucceeded by his fon Morad the Succeeded 
^ third, by Chrijiian authors called Amurath the third,who, by Morad, 
after gratifying fome exorbitant demands of his infolent or Amu- 
janifaries, ordered his brothers Muflapha , Soleyman , Abdollahy rath . 
Oman , and Jehan Ghir to be ftrangled before his face; an in¬ 
humanity of which even Chrijiian writers talk with coolnefs, 
becaufe it is cuftomary and political. Morad , however," is 
faid to have dropt a tear, when he faw the mother of Soley- 
man y in defpair for the lofs of her fon, plunge a dagger into 
her own breaft. 

After difeharging the necefiary and popular parts of go- Affairs of 
vernment, he wrote a letter to the Polijh diet, recommend- Poland. 
ing to them for their king, in the room of Henry de Valois y 
who had abandoned them for the crown of Francey Stephen 
Battoriy the waywod of Tranfylvania. The emperor Maxi - 
miliany and the great duke of Mofcovyy were then competi¬ 
tors for that crown, and Morad fearing leaft the election 
Ihould fall upon Maxi?niliany conceived his letter in terms 
which {liewed he expected to be obeyed; which, in fa£h, he 
was, for they chofe the princefs Anney of the Jagellonian 
family, for their queen, on the exprefs condition of her 
marrying Stephen. She performed the condition, and A'lorad 
ever after had, in the perfon of Stephen , a faithful and a ufe- 
ful ally. 

In the iirft year of his reign be gave orders for invading Poddia 
Poilollay but the kofaks broke into the dominions of Peter , invaded 
the new waywod Walachia , fo that nothing palled on that 
fide but mutual ravages. But the great objec# of Morady at 
this time, was the war with Pet-fa. The reader in our 
hiffory of that country, will fee in what flate it then was. 

Morad intending to take advantage of its diftra&ions, fpent 
three years in lecuring himfelf, both at home and abroad, 
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by regulating his empire, and fortifying his frontiers towards 
Europe , or making peace with thofe Chrijlian princes from 
War with whom he had moft to apprehend. In the year 1576, his 
JPerfla- army confifting of two hundred and one thoufand men, un¬ 
der Mujlapba , encamped in the plains near the mountains of 
Khieldar, between Khers and Teflis', Mujlapba then divided his 
forces, and part of them, under the pafha o fEzerurn, attacked 
Diarbeker ; Tokmale Kb an, the Perfian general, who had 
not with him above twenty thoufand horfe. But the Turks 
received, on thisoccafion, a terrible fample of the difcipline 
and courage of their enemies; the pafhas were defeated 
with great daughter, till Mujlapba moved with the main 
army to fupport them, and though the Perfians were at laft 
obliged to,retire, Mujlapba durft not venture to purfue them. 
This battle, and the mortality that immediately followed 
jt from the ftench of the dead bodies, is faid to have coft 
the Turks thirty thoufand men. Five thoufand Perfians were 
killed upon the fpot, and three thoufand who were taken 
prifoners were put to death. All their heads were often- 
tatioufly piled up by A'luflapha in a barbarous pyramid. 
That general then marched towards Teflis , the capital of 
Georgia, which be took pofiefiion of; but in his march his 
army was harrafted by the Perfians , and diftrefl'ed by famine. 
Mujlapba , after difmantling Teflis, and receiving the fub- 
miffions of feveral Georgian princes, marched towards Sbir- 
wan , where his army was in fuch want of provifions, that 
he detached ten thoufand men to forage, but every one of 
them was cut off by Tohnak. Mujlapba , however, after¬ 
wards fuiprized the Perfians as they were dividing their 
fpoil, and deftroyed them all, excepting T'okmak , and a few 
Diftrefs of who efcaped by fwiniming the river. Mujlapba then pro- 
the Turks, ceeded towards Ski nr, an, but the diftrefs of his army was fo 

great, that they mutinoufly refufed to pafs the river Kami, 
Mujlapba, on this occafion, difcovered great intrepidity, he 
told the mutineers, that he was commanded by his matter 
to pafs it, and that he would pafs it, though not a man 
fhould follow him. He accordingly plunged into the water, 
and being followed by the great officers, all the army pre¬ 
pared to do the fame, but before half of it had entered the 
current, eight thoufand of the moft forward were drowned, 
nor would the paffage have been effe&ed, had not a ford 
been difcovered at fome diftance, by which the reft got over. 
Coming into a plentiful country, the Turks forgot what they 

had fuffered, and refreftied themfelves for twenty days at 
Eres, where Muflapha left a garrifon of five thoufand men, 
and giving the province of Shirivan, which was now en¬ 
tirely reduced, to the pafha Ofrnan, he prepared to return to 
ConJlantinGple. In his march thither he loft a great many 
men by the Georgians , but he every where received fub- 
miftions from the princes of the country. As to particulars^ 
I muft refer to our Perfian hiftory. 


'When 
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When the winter came on, the Perftans attacked the Turks Sequel of 
in their quarters, and cut off vaft numbers of them, which thePerfan 

obliged the pafha Ofman to make a winter campaign, in 
which both parties fuffered greatly. Ofman , however, hav¬ 
ing a communication with Derbent, called to his affiftance 
the Tartars , who prevented his entire ruin. Hamzeh , the 
(hah of Perjia’s eldeft fon, defeated the pafha Kaytas , the 
furkijh governor of Eres, and retook that city. Then 
marching to Shamakhiya , he cut in pieces a great body of 
Tartars , and forced the pafha Ofman to abandon Sbamakbiya, 
and fly to Derbent , the only place in Sbirwan that now be¬ 
longed to the Turks. This Perftan expedition, in twelve 
months time, coft the Turks feventy thoufand men. So great 
alofsand the difficulties which the remaining part of their 
army was under to leave Perfta , encouraged the khan of the 
Crim Tartars to rebel, but he was furprifed by Mujiapha , 
who entered his country by the ftraits of Derbent , and his 
head was fent to Coiifiantineple. The Perftans as well as the 
Turks were now heartily tired of the war, and though hofti- 
lities ftill continued between them, both parties, for fome 
time, did little more than endeavour to fecure their territo¬ 
ries by barriers of ftrong forts. 

In the fpring of the year 1579, Mujiapha marched from and the 
Erzerum to Kars, and detached the pafha Hafjan to relieve Georgia* 
Tef.js , then befieged by the Georgians. In his march HafJ'an war. 
defeated AliKouli Khan , and Simon , the Per fan generals, who 
way-laid him at the ftraits of Totnanis , ana took the former 
prifoner. HaJJan having relieved Teflis, was again way-laid 
on his return, and muft have been deftroyed by Simon , had 
not AH Kouli Kan inftrudted him how to deliver himfelf, 
upon promife of his liberty, which the Turk ungeneroufly 
refufed to fulfil. Simon , however, cut off his rear, and took 
all his treafure, and when Hafjan joined Mujiapha , at Kars, 
the place of the general rendezvous, the whole of the 
Turkijh army was fo much reduced, that, being unable to 
attempt any thing of importance, Mujiapha difbanded them. 

Morad had fet his heart fo much upon this expedition, 
that he ordered Kilij Ali, his admiral, to build forts in Min - 
grdia, to facilitate the paflage into Georgia by the EuxineSea, 
but thofe forts were foon demolifbed by the inhabitants. 

Thus far the Perficn warfmay be faid to have been highly 
difgraceful, and detrimental to Morad. He threw theblamc 
of his milcarriages upon Mujiapha, whom he difgraced, and 
gave his command to the pafha Sinan , whom he likewife 
made grand vizier ; Mohammed , who had fo long enjoyed 
that poft having been publicly ftabbed by a foldier, whofe 
pay he had withheld. This happened in the beginning of the 
year 1580, when Alorad ordered Sinan , the new grand vizier 
to march with a frefh army againft the Perftans , who now 
begged for peace, but it was refufed them by Morad, and 
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their ambaffador imprifoned. Upon this, hoftilities proceed? 
ed, Ttjiis was again befieged by the Georgians, and the Turks, 
under the pafna Mohammed, were defeated in attempting to 
relieve it. Sin an was not more fortunate than Mohammed. 
The Per firms, under Tokmak and Simon, cut off nine thouland 
of his troops as they were foraging, and all he could do was 
to fupply Tejiis with provifions, while the rains pi event¬ 
ed his building a fort to fecurc the important pufs of Temanis. 
Unfortunately for Moral , his generals hated one another. 
Mohammed endeavoured to deiiroy a Georgia» prince who 


the Georgians bravely killed 


T< 


MuJ}at>ha 


cut off the ear cf another, and wounded Mohammed himfelf. 
Thus he not only efcaped from his danger, but having in¬ 
formed Ahead of rhe plot laid again ft him, he was diftin- 
guifhed by the fultan with an imperial veff, as a mark of 
his approbation; while ■Si nan was difplaccd from his vizir- 
fhip, and was fucceeded by the pnfha Sbans. The manage¬ 
ment of the Perjun war, in the year i 82, was then com¬ 
mitted to Fa had, a general of great reputation, which he 
joft by his conduct, for he was defeated by the Pcrfians ; and 
JMnftapha, the Georgian, renouncing Mohametijm , he was 
obliged to return to Erzerum, while the pafha Ojman was 
appointed to fucceed him in rhe command of the army, in 
which he met with fuch difficulties, through the jealoufy of 
the other pafhas, that Mar ad was obliged to fend Kilij Ali 
with a fleet to affift him. 

Mar ad was, at this time, ill of the falling ficknefs, and the 
war between him and the Venetians was upon the point of 
being renewed, through the horrid barbarities committed 
by Emo the Venetian admiral, in the Adriatic Gidph, upon 
feme Titr/ii/h ladies, bound for Tripoli. But upon Morad’s 


» _ ^ ^ 1 

complaint Emo was put to death by the Venetian fenate, and 
all that Emo had deprived the Parks of was reftorod, but the 
honour and lives of the Jadies,\vho had been fit (l ravifhed, and 


then thrown into the fea. Mora.d , the fame year, was farther 

: mifmanagement and corruption of his 
governors in Egypt, where the paftia Ibrahim, whom Moral 


embarraffed, by th 


o uy I * • * 

had intended to be his fon in-law, was guilty of the gieatelt 
cruelty and rapacioufnefs, but made his peace with the 
fultan by making him a prefent of a prodigious fum, which 
he had plundered from the Egyptians. 

The poft of prime vizier being at this time vacant, it was 


beftowed upon ih 
the Perfans ,who r< 
his predeceffors, h 


01 . 


Qthman general againft 
year 1585; but, like 


was guilty of great cruelty and rapaci- 


Ha 


Per ft, 


routed hv Ojinan, who, at the fame time died, of an ague and 
fiux. His victory, which ccft him twenty thoufand men, 


was, 


I 
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in fa<ft, a defeat, for his fucceflor was harrafled in his 
' V a rch by Han.zeh. The Turks, however, reached Wan, 

^bcre they found they had loft eighty-five thoufand men in 
the expedition ; and all they could do was to fend fome re¬ 
lic; to Tefi'n\ fo their army was difbanded. This encouraged 
the Pcrjians to beficge Tibris ; but Ferhad in the year 1586, 
obliged them to raife the ftege, and lay with his army in the 
neighbourhood four years. Chrijlian authors give us more 
p-’SHColars of this campaign, for they fell us, that prince 
tkwzdh who continued to do wonders againft the Turks., 
tvio betrayed by the turkmans in his fervice, who abandoned 
the fiege of Tauris, and fet up Hamzeb's younger brother 
for king, but prince Hamzeh foon defeated them, and 
fruck off the head of the khan Mohammed their general. He 
aher that returned to the fiege of Tauris , which he was 
obliged to abandon by frefh commotions, and his being a 
fecond time betrayed by the turkmans, and other great lords, 
whom the Turks had privately bribed. This confpiracy was 
more general than he at firft imagined, and, being encourag¬ 
ed by his brother Ij'mael Hamzeh,who by fome is faid to have 
betaking of Perfia at that time, he was murdered; and thus 

the Oilmans were delivered from their moft formidable 

* 

enemy. 

In December, this year,' hoftilities recommenced between Uunga- 
llie Hungarians and the Turks , and in 1587, they took feveral r - an W ar. 
places from one another; but count George Serini, iri an 
inroad they made into the imperial territories, attacked 
them while they were on their return loaden with plunder, 
and carrying with them a great number of Hungarian 
captives, with fo much fucccfs, that he killed two thoufand 
upon the fpot, made thirteen hundred prifoners, with fifteen 
hundred horfes, and recovered all the captives and booty; he 
himlllf loling only eleven men, though a great many of 
his army were wounded. Morad , underftanding that the 
Turks had begun thofe hoftilities, ordered the pafba of Buda 
to be ftrangled for violating the league, and gave his com¬ 
mand to the pafha Sinan, who was equally turbulent as his 
prcdeccfior, but was defeated by the imperial general, with 
the lofs of three thoufand men killed, befides two hundred 
drowned. The Turks, after this, loft feveral places in Upper 
Hungary, and Morad difapproving of Sinan’s conduct remov¬ 
ed him likewife. 


Abbas, commmonly called the Great, was now fhah, or 
king of Perfia , and Ferhad ftill continued to command the 
Turkijh troops in that country ; but, in the middle of his 
career againft the Georgians , he was checked by a mutiny of 
his army. Notwithftanding that, he ftill kept his footing 
in Perfia, fo that the fhah was obliged to purchafe peace 
by giving up to the Turks the provinces of Revan, Ghiunjch , 
and Ha r a bag, and all the conquefts the Othmans had made 
in his dominions, together with his brother as a hoftage. 

This 
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Morad, 


This peace with Per r i was for ten years, and is fo 
Chriflian writers faid to have been concluded in the year 
applies to 1588, which was fo famous for the defeat of the Spani [ 0 

armada, by queen Elizabeth. That princefs had not dif. 
dained to apply to Morad for afiiftance againft the king of 
Spain \ and fhe foliicited him to employ his fleet againft her 
enemies, and for fuccour to Don Antonio king of Portwi. 
who had been difpoflefied by the Spaniard 
She had likewife informed Morad of Philip's immoderate 
ambition, and the vaft riches he drew from his Arner'm 
dominions,' and of the overthrow Tne had given his fleet. 
JIAorad anfwered her letter in very courteous terms, but if 
this letter is genuine, and the date of it right, viz. the 
fifteenth of September 1589, the peace with Perfia could not 
have been concluded, for Morad there fpeaks of his being 
on the point of fubduing that people, whom he calls, 
“ accurfed heretics. 

A Mutiny Be that as it will, in 1*589 the Othinan court, as indeedit 

generally is, being fplit into fa&ions, a ftrong party was 
formed againft the defterdar, or high treafurer of the empire, 
and the janifaries, who are always the foremoft in commo¬ 
tions at Confiantinople , accufed him of adulterating the coin 
in which he paid them, and laying them under unneceffary 
taxes. As it is eafy to fee the beginnings of a commotion 
Conjlantincpl 


jy 


) 


fuppreff- 


ed. 


the aga, or commander of the janifaries, was ordered to 
appeafe them, but he not fucceeding was difplaced, and 
another perfon who was to have been Morad's fon-in-laiv 
appointed aga in his room ; but when he wanted to exert his 
authority, he was obliged to fly to fave his life. A fire, 
either wilful of accidental, breaking out, the janifaries were 
fo far from endeavouring to quench it, that they hindered 
others from doing it, fo that it confumed above fifteen 
thoufand houfes, (if the number is not miftaken for fifteen 
hundred), with a great number of public buildings, and 
continued to demand the perfon of the defterdar, who 
had taken refuge in the imperial palace. According to 
the Purkifo hiftorians, Morad gave an uncommon fpecimen 
of magnanimity on this occafion. Far from gratifying the 
infolence of the mutineers, who had blocked up his paiace, 
and threatened death to his minifters and himfelf, he armed 
his domeftics, who in the Othman court are very numerous, 
and of a fudden throwing open the gates, the janifaries 
were attacked with fuch vigour that one hundred and 
feventeen were inftantly killed, and, before the reft could 
recover their confternation, they were fupprefied. But 
Morad thought it fufficient that he had by this weli timed 
a£live refolution, preferved the imperial dignity from con¬ 
tempt, for he fullered the pafha Si nan, now his prime vizier, 
to interceed far the mutineers.whom he pardoned, all but the 

ri as* 
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[ring-leaders, who were thrown in the Tea. He even ordered 
the janifaries to be paid in good money, abolifhed the taxes 
| com plained of, and gave the authors up to the fury of the 
people, who put them to death. 

V About this time, the long fubfifting peace between the Peace 
foies and the Othmans , received fome intermiffion, by the w ith Pi* 
Polijh kofaks, invading Kojlan ; as the Tartars, who wer z land. 
tributary to the Turks , did Podolia. But when thofe mutual 
jncurfions were on the point of producing a breach between 
Morad and Slglfmund , king of Poland , an accommodation 
was effe&ed by the mediation of queen Elizabeth. 

That great princefs had, at this time, vaft influence in 
the Othman councils. For when Morad faw it necefiary to 
keep his foldiery employed in fome foreign war, a party in 
the divan follicited him ftrongly to declare againft Spain , and 
it was thought that he would have followed that advice, had 
it not been that OJman , now grand vizier, and the paiha 
Hajfan , of Bofnia , determined him to break with the emper¬ 
or of Germany , Rodolph the Second. Pretences were always Affairs of 
ready for a war between thofe two ftates ; and, though Mo- Germany . 
rad made a fhew of his being unwilling to break the eight 
years truce, yet he ordered llafjan to invade Croatia with 
fifty thoufand men, in refentment of the injuries he pretend¬ 
ed his fubjefls had received from the Aiiflrtans. This hap¬ 
pened in the year 1591, and, next year, Hajfan befieged and 
took Wibitz , the capital of Croatia , but the chief command 
in this war was given to Sinan , who hoped thereby to re¬ 
trieve his chara&er, and gratify his avarice. The emperor 
found himfelf unable, at firft, to withftand the torrent: fix 
thoufand of his foot, and five hundred of his horfe, were 
cut to pieces in one place, and l'even thoufand in another ; 
but the latter fold their lives fo dearly, that they killed 
twelve thoufand of the infidels. It was reckoned, at this 
time, that the Turkijlo army in Croatia, and Hungary , amount¬ 
ed to one hundred and fixty thoufand men. The flownefs 
of the Germanic body, prevented the emperor from being 
able to oppofe this vaft force; and, about September this year, 
the infidels made a confiderable progrefs in Hungary . The 
emperor, at laft, found means to draw together about forty- 
five thoufand men, and threw a bridge over the Drove. The 
plague, at this time, began to rage in the Turkifh army, thro* 

Jts communications with Conjlantinople , and, not caring to 

, they drew off to winter 
quarters, in their own territories. All this time the hpftili-, 
ties had been carried on with the utmoft fury. War had not 
been formally declared on either fide, and the emperor com¬ 
plained by writing, of the manifeft injuries and infults 
he had received, particularly in the perfon of his embaf- 
fador, whom the Turks had imprifoned ; but was anfwered 
by Sinan only , with recriminations, for his not fending the 
£ipukited tribute ; and thus hoftilities went on. The Turk- 
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arrifon of Petrina fpread great devaluations through the 
ial territories, where they took the town of Martenki 
the forts of St. Hedwig and Jfna , and other p aces! 
putting the inhabitants, at the fame time, to death, 
which was worfe, carrying them into 


a 

with 


or 


Hi 


captivity. They, 
> furprize Nuhij'l 


HnJJan Pajha , of Bo ft 


SiTe 


the ftrongeft towns in Croatia, and built near the confluence 
of the rivers Kulp, and Save, and the bulwark of the impe¬ 
rial territories on that fide, was governed by an abbot; he 
fent him an infolent letter, requiring him to give up the 
place; and, at the fame time, to make lure of it, he corrupt¬ 
ed the abbot’s chief domeftic to betray it. The abbot re- 
ceivcd Hajans letter, at firft, with great complacency, and 
having dilcovered the treachery of his domeftic, he learned 
as much as he could from the meflenger, and then ordered 
them to be bound together, and thrown into the Save, 
Another meflenger was difpatched to know what had be¬ 
come of the firft. He was allured, by the abbot, that he 
had been difmifl'ed fome days before, and, that he was very 
willing to give up the place, if Ha Jan would fend fome offi¬ 
cers of rank, with a proper number of men, that it might 


juflify his not holding it out. Haji\ 


Turki/h 


before the caftle, and, finding the gates open, five hundred 
of them entered it; when a port-cullis, being fuddeniy 
dropped, barred the reft from entrance, and every Turk 
who had got within the place was put to death. This re- 
'folute action greatly exafperated Hajari, who fwore he 


would raze the caftle, and pull the abbot’s lkin over his ears. 


IT 
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Jc accordingly advanced with an army of thirty thoufand 
- -1 >-- cr. r.i.:.. J une ^ he laid 


Prenfeh 


urioufly, that it was 

f f* « • • 


m 


danger of being taken, had not a detachment of the imperia- 
Ms, under general Eygenbcrg , about the twen; v*firft of 

feafonably advanced to its relief. The number of the 
Corijlians was not above four thoufand men, but they were 

by count AvePbeig, to attack the infidels, 


June, 


encouraged 


which they did with fo much refolution, that the latter, 


after a long difpute, w 




Aveijb, 


their retreat, by a bridge they were to pafs, eighteen thou- 
fend of them were put to the fword, or drowned, no quar¬ 


ter being given on either fide. 

with aim oft all 


Amongft the flain, was 

The' 


the chief officers. 


0^5 


hearing 


Ho Jan himfelf, 

troops whom H 0 ___ _ ... 0 ., 

what had happened, attempted to deftroy their powder and 
proviflons, and fled with the utmoft precipitation, win 
the ChrifUans made them Helves mafters of their tents, b; 
gage, and artillerv. 

This 
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This glorious defeat of the Turks exafperated Morad fo War with 
much, that he formally declared war againft the emperor, Germany . 
[ and the beglerbeg of Greece ; about September , took Sifcg, 

£nd put the brave garrifon to the fword, whiift Si nan Pajloa, 
a t the head of forty thoufand men, took Weifbrun , and 
Pahttn, the garrifons of which, contrary to the capitulati¬ 
ons, were put to the fword, and made himfelf matter of all 
the country adjacent, to the lake of Balaton. By this time, 
the Cbriftian army in Hungary, amounting to about eighteen 
thoufand men, befieged A Ha Regalis , under count Hardeck , 
governor of Raab, but was obliged to raife it about the be¬ 
ginning of November , by the approach of the pafha of Buda, 
with twenty thoufand men, to relieve the place. Harcle/k 
had juft time to draw up his army, and, under vatt difadvan- 
ta?e$, he attacked and defeated the infidels, who left eight 
thoufand men on the l H ot, with all their artillery and con¬ 
voy, which was intended for the relief of the place. Hur- 
dccL after this, fet the to the fubuibs of Alba P.egaBs, and 


returned to Raab. Though the feafon was far advanced, 
count Teffcnbacb, another imperial general in Upper Hungary, 
with about fourteen thoufand men, on the nineteenth of 
of November, took by ftorm the fortrefs of Z ubaiick, which, 
till then, was deemed to be impregnable, and put all the 
garrifon to the fword ; it being now the common praiftiee of 
the ChrijVans, as well as the Turks , to give no quarter. He 


then marched againft Fi/ek, and 


underftanding 


that the 


pafha of Temcfwar was advancing to relieve it, with eighteen 
thoufand men, Teffcnbacb left half of his army to continue 
the fiege, and, with the other half, he totally defeated the 
pafha, who was killed, as were fix thoufand of his foldiers. 
The booty made by the Cbrijlians on this occafion, was very 
great, both in artillery and provifions. Upon Teffenbacb 's 


great, both in artillery and provifions. Upon Teffenbacb 's 

return to the fiege, he was joined by count Ralfi, with fix 

thoufand men, and they prett'ed the place fo furioufly, that, 

though it was ftrong and refolutely defended, they carried it 

by ftorm, and put all the garrifon to the fword, excepting The Turks 

eight hundred, who, having retired with their wives and defeated. 


children, to an inner caftl 
lation. 


were admitted to a capitu- 


So many repeated blows and lofies, as the Turks had fuf- 
fered this campaign, threw them into fuch a confirmation, 
that they abandoned Dijjlein, Somoflie, Set,chine, Blavejhin , 
Sallek, Ainache, Sollock, Wejlhe , and many other places- Peter 
the HaJJar, a Ge rman officer, defeated the fanj.ik of Paloiia ; 
as count Grafwin did a detachment of three thoufand Turks , 
moll: of whom were either killed or drowned. In fhort, it 
was thought that a territory, equal in extent to the Lovjcr 
Aujtria, was this year recovered from the infidels, when the 
feverity of the feafon obliged the imperialifts to go into win- 


fcr quarters. 


It 
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Superfii* It was no wonder if a war, fo fuccefsfully and fo furious 
tion of carried on by the Cbrijiians, ex afperated the Turks at Csl 
Marad, Jiantinople to the laft degree. Morad fell into a kind 0 f j 

melancholy, and, being naturally fuperftitious, his clergy 
interpreted certain dreams he had been haunted with, as if 
his prophet had threatened him and his empire with deftruc. 
tion, if he did not direct the whole of his force againft the 
Cbrijiians; which he vowed to do. The campaign, there- 
fore, of the year 1594, was carried on with equal fury as 
the preceding, and fo reftlefs were the Turks, that it maybe 
faid to have lafted through all the winter ; for, in the middle 
of January , Teffenbacb put to the fword one thoufand five 
Th cChtif- hundred Turks , who were making inroads. The archduke 
tians vie- Matthias , now commanded in chief for his brother the em¬ 
ulous inperor, and opened the campaign fo early, that, on the eighth 
Hungary, of March , he befieged and took Novograd , which furrender- 

ed by capitulation. This important acquifition was fol¬ 
lowed by that of Brefenza , Sige/i, and Babojiche ; all of them 
ftrong places, and taken by count Scrini. Hatwan , in ty. 
per Hungary , was befieged by count Teffenbacb, who defeat¬ 
ed the pafna of Buda in his attempt to relieve it. In this 
adion, the Turks loft two thoufand five hundred men, and 
thirteen pieces of cannon; and, at the fame time, Jafprin, 
and Zabola , fell into the hands of the imperialifts, and Tef¬ 
fenbacb refumed the fiege of Hattvan. 

By this time, the fiege of Gran, the ancient Strigonium , 
and once the capital of Hungary , was undertaken by the 
archduke, with forty-four thoufand men j but though he 
made a great progrefs in it, the defence of the garrifon was 
fo cbftinate, that lie was obliged to raife it, on the twentv- 
eighth of June , as Teffenbacb, whofe army was greatly 
weakened by his numerous encounters, was obliged to do 
The Raj- that of Hatwan. It was during this campaign, that the 
clans re- Ra/cians, a people who live on the banks of the Da- 
bel. mibe , rendered defperate, through the opprefiions of the 

Turks , threw oft' their yoke, feized their veffels, beat the 
pafha of Temcfwar, at the head of fourteen thoufand men, in 
two battles ; took Baczkerek and Ottadt , again beat the pallia 
of Temefwar , killed ten thoufand of his men, and took eigh¬ 
teen pieces of cannon ; and, at laft, took TVcrfetza and Lutz. 
After that, they put themfelves under the emperor’s pro¬ 
tection. 

Raab be- Sinan PaJIsa was all this while affembling his army, which 
fieged, confifted of one hundred and fifty thoufand men, and pro¬ 
viding for the fecurity of his mafter’s frontiers, and, after 
taking feveral lefs important places, in the end of July he 
laid fiege to Raab , the garrifon of which confifted of about 
five thoufand men, under count Hardeck . As this was a 
city of the utmoft importance, for the fafety of Vienna itfelf, 
the utmoft efforts were made by the archduke to relieve it j 
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they at la 



hut, thougn the Turks loft a prodigious number of ] 

defeated the Cbrijlians , in the ifle of Scbut, 
carried on the fiege with fuch refolution, after this vic¬ 
tory, that twelve thoufand of them were killed in two at- 
- Their obftinacy, however, at laft prevailed, and 
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tacks. 


Hardeck 


tuuiiw A**-** w—y m LiiA^aic iroiTi ms 

officers, that the place was no longer tenable, furrendered it and taken 
to Swan, for which he afterwards, according to the bloodv hv fh* 

f fh#» rrmrc of Vienna I"* 1 u: ~ »-1 - « — - 
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then his head, upon a fcafrold, as if he had been corrupted 
by the infidels. This was the greateft blow the imperialifts 
had received fince the beginning of the war, and was far 
from being counter-balanced, by thr : - ^ 

Petrina, Sifeg, and Gar a. 

A .9 1 A a « 


Caft, 

laid fiege to Komar 


•—- — ~ * lu r^omorra* rrogreis 

about four miles from 72 ** 4 , fituated in the ifland of Schut ofthewar, 
both by land and water. Rut, being abandoned by the Tar¬ 
tan, who returned home, and in their return, did incredible 
mifchief to the inhabitants of the places through which they 
paued, and being hard prefied by the archduke, Matthias 
he was obliged to raife the fiege, and put his army into win- 

tct* quarteis. Before the end of this c2.mp3.1gnj 3 confpirscv 

was difeovered, by which the Tartars, in conjun&ion with 

fome Tranjy Ivan tan lords, engaged to deprive Segifmmd Bat - 

toy, 0. that principality, and to give it to Balthazar Battori * 

but Sigifmund being put upon his guard, found means to 

trepan the confpirators, and put them ail to death, in his 

capital of Claufenburg. Sigifmund , perceiving that the Oth- 

mn co , u . rt was a t the bottom of this confpiracy, immediately 
entered into an alliance with the emperor Rodolph , and per- 

luaded the waywod of Walachia , and the palatine of Molda¬ 
via, to do the fame._ This defe&ion was of infinite preju¬ 
dice to the Othman intcreft. Michael, the waywod of Wa- 
lachw, cut in pieces one thoufand janifaries, and all the 


J , . 

his dominions, and then he 
TiirkiJ}) town on the Dai 


Dziurdz 


t — — — uoe. After this, he furprized 

and put to death, a body of Turks who fought to kill, or to 

carry n 1 m oft prifoner, and put to the fword all the Turiith 
inhabitants of Pklokh , a great open town on the " ' 


Danube 


the Danube, which was then and. having oTthefcf 

■< large body of Tarts, he furprifed and rifled, the P f ?' thc 
S "" In ? a - Koiny unable to take the caftle, he 


= P muie ’ nnd routed » large body of Turks drawn 

o-he r a A reat c ;'y of. Bulgaria, put the inhabitants 
°; he !i -;-rd, and burnt it to the ground. 


A 


iHidte 


L writers, thofe difgraces and DeatJl . n j 

’ion on if or ad, who was now charaftf.r 

a complication of diftempers, 0 f M ora( f 

parti- 
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particularly the falling ficknefs, that he died on the eigh, 
teenth of 'January, 1595, in the fifty-fecond year of his lift 
and the nineteenth of his reign. By the belt accounts^ 
have of his pcrfon, his look, and manner, were moregrnr?" 
ful and mild, than thofe of his predecefFors. He was tem¬ 
perate, juft, and religious, but he was thought to be too 
much under the power of his female relations, and to be too 
avaricious. His frequent changes of minifters and generals 
ftievvs that he was neither conftant, nor cruel. L| 



cefTor. 


The reign of Mohammed the Third. 

Cruelty of HIS emperor began his reign with a more than ufual 
his fuc- Jl adtof cruelty. He was the eldeft fon of Moral , and 

had nineteen brethren alive. Moral's death being concealed 
from them, he invited them to a feaft, where he ordered 
them all to be ftrangled ; and, to compleat the horror of the 
entertainment, he is faid to have caufed ten of his father’s 
wives and concubines, to be thrown into the fea, for fear 
they fhoulci have been pregnant. As the acceffion ofthisem- 
peror, was owing to the nomination of the pafhas, without 
confentof the army, the janifaries mutinied, and it was with 
difficulty they were appeafed. But another infurrectioa 

broke out, when Mohammed* as it were, to fhew the public 

he had no rival of his own family to fear, ordered a tent to 
be fet up, and the dead bodies of his father and his nineteen 
brethren, to be expofed to the view of the people. The 
whole city flew to arms, while the emperor, after this inhu¬ 
man exhibition, was feafting with his great pafhas. But 
the grand vizier, partly by fair words, and partly by the 
terror of the artillery drawn out of the arfenal, quieted the 
diforder. 

The confederacy formed between the emperor, and the 
Moldavian , TValachian , and other Tranfylvanian princes, at the 
end of the late reign, ftiil fuhflfted, and in the beginningof 
of this, they gained many advantages over the Turks , and 
took from them feveral places of importance. The Wala¬ 
chians in particular, intercepted Sinan Pajba, upon his re¬ 
turn to ConJiajztinople , and ftripped him of ail the plunder 
he had been fo long amaffing. Mohammed ’, looking upon 
thofe princes to be fo many rebels, beftowed JValachia \s\ssi 
one Bogdanusy a defeendant of its ancient princes, and or¬ 
dered the Tartars to fupport him, but in their march they 
were defeated by the Walachians, with the lofs of eight thou- 
fand men. Jar on, the waywod of Moldavia, was equally 
fortunate. He encountered the khan of Tartary , as he was 
advancing, by Mohammed's orders, to difpoffefs him of hi? 1 

dominion. 5 )! 


Confede¬ 
racy a- 
gainft 

him. 
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dominions, and having, in three battles, put twelve thou¬ 
fand of them to the fword, he retook Bender, Scbinitz, 
f'tgna, and Mekhnis , with the country of Bobraga ; and, af¬ 
terwards, encountering Janikula , Bogdan's foil, he killed 
eight thoufand'of his men, and thus cleared his country of 
the Tartars. 

Had the princes of this confederacy been true to one ano- Progrefs 
ther, it is probable they would have driven the Turks out of of it. 
Hungary. The famine which, at that time, reigned amongft 
the Tartars, who had entered the country, was fuch, that 
their women eat their own children; fo that fcarcely eight 
thoufand, out of eighty-five thoufand, were alive. The 
waywod of Walachia , took Schhnele Orofiga, where the Turk- 
ijb magazines were preferved, Kilck, Galenipe, St. George, 
and then laid liege to Laganok. To fupport this fuccefs, 

Roclolpb fent above feventy thoufand men into the field. 


M 


Matthias. The pafha 

■had, 

, , Na- 
During all thefe fucceffes, Si- 


Temefi 


gif mind, the prince of Tranfyl 

waywod of Moldavia, as deferring the common caufe, by- 
holding intelligence with the Turks ; and his fufpicions being 
confirmed, by certain intercepted letters, he feized him, his 
wife, and fons, font them to Prague, and, gave the way- 


Steph 


Mohanuned, perceiving that 


Sigifmund was the foul of the confederacy that had done him 
fomuch hurt, endeavoured to detach him from it, by offer- 

?_if.. .1 i n • r* jr i i • « rrr » /• « 


Sigifmund 


odfhips of Moldavia 


Walachia 


Everyday added to the Ioffes of the Turks in thofe countries, Lofles of 
and the difeontent at Conjiantinople * for continuing the war, i\itTurks 
grew fo great, that the emperor Was reproached to his face, 
by one of the old janifaries, for his perfidy, and the mif- 
management of his minifters. After this, Gran was befieg- 
ed by count Mansfeld, an imperial general. The pafha of 
Buda endeavoured to relieve it, but was defeated, with the 
lofs of fourteen thoufand men, by the counts Palfi, and 
Swertzenburg. And that important city, after a vigorous re- 
fiftance, and feeing a frefh army of the Turks defeated under 
its walls, was obliged to furrender to the imperial arms. 

The Turks next loft Vicegrad. The prince of Tranfylvania 
defeated a body of thirty thoufand of them, and befieged 
Fagiat, which ten thoufand Turks endeavouring to relieve, 
they were all of them, excepting five hundred, cut in pieces. 
Mohammed, exafperated beyond all temper, by thofe and 
many other Ioffes, ordered the pafha Ferhad to be put to 
death, and reftored Sinan to the command of the army. He 
accordingly paffed the Danube, but his numerous troops 
were encountered and defeated b 
vafi {laughter, as was the pallia of 
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infidels were not 

in this country. 


w - 

aria-, with twenty thoufand men. The 
more fortunate in their other attempts 
They were obliged to raife the fiege of Petrina , and the Za- 
kulians , a people to the north-eaft of Tranfilvania , throwing 

off the Turkijh yoke, joined Sigijmund with forty'thoufand 
men. Upon which, the pafha Sinan , who had palled the 
Danube with feventy thoufand of the beft Turkijh troops, re¬ 
tired to Bukhore/l , and Sigijmund {formed Fcrgovjla. where 


he put all the garrifon, but the Turkijh governor, to the 
fword, as he did four thoufand more Turks , who came to re. 
rnforce it. Sigijmund continuing his progrefs, advanced 
againft Buckhoreji , which Sinan abandoned, and then he 
took Zorga , witn fuch lofs to the infidels, that, in the twelve 
laft days of October , twenty-fix thoufand of them were put 
to the fword, with the lofs of no more than two hundred 
and fifty Chrijiians ; and then Sigijmund returned to Alla 
Julia. 

The policy of the Turkijh court feems to have been, to 
ploy the employ the Crim Tartars againft the Chrijiians . Accord- 

Crim Tar- i n sly> ' n t ^ e Y ear * 594 > the khan invaded Moldavia with 
tars a- feventy thoufand men, to make one Sudriak waywod of 
nainil the Tamojki. The great chancellor of Poland , out of hatred to 

O o • 1 y 1 • t % * . % /• • t • m • 


who 


cm- 


ChriJlC 


am 


Stgi/mund , invaded it at the fame time, and, prevailing on 
the khan to return home, he difplaced the waywod Stephen , 
and put one Jeremy in his room ; who, though the vaffal of 
Poland , agreed to pay tribute to Mohammed. The hatred of 
the Poles to the Turks , thus giving way to their enmity 
with Sigifmmidy the latter lent the degraded waywod, Ste¬ 
phen^ with an army, to drive them out id Moldavia ; but he 
was defeated and put to death, and the new waywod called 


the Tartars in to his affiftance. 


The 


war 


now raged 


War pro* 


with more fury than ever all over Hungary , Tranfylvania , 
and Moldavia , but in general, greatly to the difarivantage 
of the Turks ; who, if the Poles had joined the Chrijlian 
confederate princes, mght have been driven to the walls of 
Conjlantinople. 

Such was the Rate of affairs in the beginning of the year 


claimed. 1596, when Mohammed ordered war to be proclaimed at Con- 

. jlantinople , againft the emperor, and Sigifmund. Being difl’a- 
tisfied at the conduit of Sinan , who was now above eighty 
years of age, he recalled him, with intention, as was believed, 
to put him to death. But Sinan , making his peace with his 
money, died, as it was thought, of grief, for bis bad fuccels. 
againft the Chrijiians. About the fame time, the Georgians 
again took arms againft the Othtnar.s ; and Abbas , the fhah 
of Perfia , as may be feen in the hiftory of that reign, ob¬ 
tained vaft advantages over them. But Mohammed intent 
to fubdue the Chrijiians , declared that he would march to 
Hungary in perfon, at the head of the greateft army that the 
porte had ever lent to that country. Lippa was befieged by 
the Turks , but with no effeit. They, however, recovered 


Klip 


i 
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I Klip J Jn Dalmatia, and count Palfi took Sambok , lying be- 
I tween Buda and Alba Rcgalis. Sigifmund laid fiege to Teme%var, 

[ which forty thoufand Turks and Tartars attempted to relieve, 
but tbo’ he defeated them, and killed five thoufand of them* 
they repeated their attacks fo vigoroufly, that he was oblig¬ 
ed to abandon the fiege. Towards the end of 'July, Maxi- 
mill an, of Aujlria , the head imperial general, took poflefflen 
of Vatchia , and, in the middle^of Augufl, laid fiege to Hat- 
wan, a ftrong fort in Upper Hungary , lying between Buda 
and the Egra, and, having taken it, put four thoufand of 
the Turks to the fword* with the lofs of only three hundred 
of the imperialifts. 

Mohammed , at la ft, took the field, and left Buda at the Mo ham- 
head of two hundred thoufand men, purpofing, as he gave mg d takes 
j out, to carry the war to the gates of Vienna , which the im- t l ie field, 
j perialifts actually began to fortify. Upon his approach with 
this mighty army, the garrifon of Hatwan abandoned it; 
and, after detaching forty thoufand men to Temefivar , he 
laid fiege to Egra, which had often baffled the arms of his 
predecelTors. A reader who runs over the particulars of on<£ 
fiege, by the Turks , may form an idea of them all, obftinatd 
and incelfant attacks, a dreadful carnage* and perpetual 
minings and batterings, made up the whole. Mohammed , 
afraid that the imperial army was advancing to relieve the 
place, attacked it with fo much fury, that, after a brave re¬ 
finance, he took it by an honourable capitulation; which 
was violated by the Turks , in tevenge of fome cruelties that 
had been committed upon the garrilon of Hatvjan. Moham - 
med, however, is faid to have punilhed the authors of this 
violation, and to have fet at liberty the remaining prifoners. 

Winter now approaching, Mohammed began to think of 
putting his army into winter quarters. In the mean while, 

Petrina being befiged by the Turks , they were obliged to 
abandon it with great lofs ; and Maximilian, having united 
all his troops, was now at the head of thirty-two thoufand 
horfe, and twenty-eight thoufand foot, with a train of one 
hundred and twenty field pieces, and every thing elfe in pro- 
port!oil; while the grand army of the Turks was encamped 
near Egra. The Chrijlians were eager to come to a general 
engagement, but the Danube parting the two armies, no 
action ol any importance, for fome days, happened. At laft, he is de- 
Mohammed ordered ten thoufand of his beft troops to pafs feated. 
the river. The Chriflians not only defeated' them, but 
purfued them over the river, and filled the camp of the infi¬ 
dels with (uch terror, that they took one hundred and ninety 
pieces of artillery, while Mohammed , with his vizier, fled 
with the utmoft precipitation; the former, through grief 
and vexation, even fhedding tears, which he wiped away 
with a piece of Mahomed s, the prophet’s, garment, which he 

carried about him as a relick. 

N 2 Night 
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Night now drew on ; the Turks were endeavouring to re¬ 
cover from their confternation, and Maximilian was about 
to order a retreat, when Sigifmund , Palfi, and the other im. 
penal generals, pcrfuaded him to pufh his good fortune, 
without giving the infidels time to breathe. The imperii- 
lifts, accordingly, attacked the firft line of the Turks , and, 
having routed it, with vaft Daughter, they attacked the main 
body, which was drawn up immediately before their camp, 
•but not till after ftri£t orders had be.en given, again# ail 
plundering and diforders. The charge of the imperialifts 
was fo furious, that, having routed the enemy, they broke 
into the Turkijh camp ; by which, they not only loft the 
fruit of the great victory they had gained, but were, in their 
turn defeated. The Hungarians , and Germans , were not 
proof againft the amazing riches of the Turkijh tents; and, 
breaking into McbannnecV s own pavilion, inftead of purfuing 
bat re- their enemies, they fell to plunder. The pafha Sigala, an 
covers the Italian renegade, obferving this, rallied the infidels, and, 
field, while Maximilian , and the other ChrijTian generals, in vain, 

endeavoured to call their troops from the plunder, they 
found themfelves abandoned to the fury of the infidels, who 
killed twenty thoufand of the imperialifts. This battle, 
called that of Karcjla , coft Mohammed lixty thoufand men. 
without Luckily for the Chrijlians , the confternation of the Turk 
purfuinp-. continued to be fuch, that they did not purfue their vitftory; 

and Sigif?nund , whofe troops were under excellent difei* 
pline, retreated in good order, with the lofs of no more 
than two hundred of his men. Some of the German hiftori- 
ans, however, are far from agreeing with thole particulars. 
They fay, that the battle was fought on the twenty-fifth of 
October , that the lofs of the Turks was about twelve thou¬ 
fand men, and that of the imperialifts, about five thoufand, 
but they agree that the imperialifts were not purfued, though 
the infidels are faid to have loft great numbers in their re¬ 
treat to Egra , and from thence to Belgrade. 

A pafha Mohammed was fo proud of his late conqueft, that he was 
defeated, firnamed Egra. The pafha of Bojnia belieged Petrina, but 

was defeated by Hsrberjlein, the imperial general, with great 
lofs. The confequences, however, of the battle of fa- 
rejla , ih the year 1397, were detrimental to the Chrtjlm 
intereft. The confederacy began now to languifh, and 
Michael ', the way wod of Walachia, being no longer protect¬ 
ed by his allies, again fubmitted to be tributary to Mohan - 
med , but without asking againft the emperor. This defec¬ 
tion from the common caufe, obliged the brave Sigifmund to 
refign Tranfylvania to the emperor Rodolph , for fome other 
eftates and penfions; fo that nothing, of any great conie- 
quence, palled in the field that year. 

In the year 1598, the Tartars made a peace with the em¬ 
peror, upon the payment of a fi:m of money ; and the counts 

Swcrt- 
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Swcrtzcnburg, and Palfi, being informed by two Italians who 
had efcaped from Raab, of the ftate of that important fort- 
refs, they had the good fortune to furprize, and make them- Raab re- 
felves matters of it, after a moft defperate refiftance, two of covered 
the Turkijh pafhas being killed. The booty the imperialifts by the 
made in this place, is faid to have been incredibly rich. En- imperia- 
couraged by this fuccefs, Palfi attempted to take Buda, but lifts, 
was obliged to raife the fiege, as the Turks did that of Wara- 
$t in Upper Hungary ^ which had been undertaken by the 
pafha’ Ibrahim.' Michael, the cautious waywod of Moldavia, 
this year, again threw off the Tnrkijh yoke, defeated the 
pafhas of Silijlria and Badoua, took Niffa, in Bulgaria , and 
harraffed the Turkijh territories with his inroads. 

In the year 1599, the Heyduks of Walachia defeated the War in 
pafna of Anatolia , intercepted a reinforcement of three thou- Walachia . 
land Turks, marching to Buda, and took prifoner the pafha 
of that city. After this, they furprifed and defeated the 
pafha of Bofnia, at the head of ten thoufand men ; and 
Sivertzenburg’s regiment put to the fword, or drove into the 
Danube , a great number of ravaging Tartars. Mohammed , 
all this time, remained in Conflantinople , where he gave him- 
felf entirely up to luxury. He took care, however, to fup- 
port his troops in Hungary ; but count Palfi, this year, inter¬ 
cepted a great convoy designed for the relief of Buda, and 
other cities belonging to the Turks, with a vaft fum of mo¬ 
ney. Towards the end of the fummer, however, the pafha 
Ibrahim , came to Buda, at the head of one hundred thou¬ 
fand Turks, and made fomc overtures for peace, which came 
to nothing. This year, Sigifmund, repenting of his bargain 


with the emperor, refumed the government of Tranfylvania, 
where he was joyfully received by the ftates, who equally 
dreaded the Aujlrian, as the Turkijh, tyranny. It is even 
faid, that Sigifmund, after all the great a&ions he had done 
ugninft the infidels, chofe to depend on them, rather than 
the emperor, and that he rcfigned his dominions to cardinal 
Bathori, who was to hold them of Mohammed, but who was 
defeated and killed by the waywod of Walachia. And thus 
a!i Tranfylvania came again under the emperor’s dominion. 

This was a dreadful blow to Mohanvwd, who gave the 
pafha Ibrahim orders to refume the negociations for peace ; 
but thefe, like'the precceding, came to nothing; while the 
plague and famine continued to make prodigious havock 
among the Turks in Hungary. - 

So many calamities falling upon the Oilman empire, on Rebellion 
that fide, encouraged Kufachin, the pafha of Caramania, who in Turkey . 
is faid to have been of the blood of Qthman, to rebel. Being 
an excellent officer, he defeated ten thoufand of Moham - 
m/’s troops, took Iconium, and charging Mohammed hi mfe 1 f 
with cowardice and mifmanagement, and 1 is miniffers with 
corruption, he prepared to advance to CGnftantinoplc. Mo~ 
hmined, Sinans fon’, was lent to command againft him, but 

N 3 he 
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he, avoiding a batrle, laid out fome money fo judicioufly 
amongft Kufachin's infantry, that they abandoned him, and 
the rebel retired with his cavalry to Arabia. Next year he 
prepared to attack the pafha Mohammed, who had wintered at 
Aleppo , but, the latter proclaiming a pardon to all who 
would come over to him, Kufacbin was abandoned, and, 
being taken prifoner, was put to a tormenting death at Con - 
Jlantinople. 

War in We are now arrived at the year i6co, which opened with 
Hungary . a mutiny of one thoufand two hundred French and Walloon i, 

in the garrifon of Pappa , for want of pay, and they bargain¬ 
ed to give up the place to the Turks , but it was recovered by 

who loft his life in the attempt, while the 


Siveri-zenb 


V +* ft 


having 


Hey (Inks furprifed the town of Giula. In the end of Auguj 
the pafha Ibrahim took the field with two hundred thou- 
fanc! men, and begin his operations by taking Babotjha ,, 
which lies within four miles of the Danube, and twenty- 
eight fouth-eaftof Kaniffia, which important city, he likewife 
beiieged. The imperial army confiding of forty thoufand 
men, was commanded by the French duke, de Mercoew, who 
attempted to raile the liege, and fought a drawn battle with 
the Turks; but provifions failing, and diffentions amongftthe 
Chrijlians arifing, the place was delivered up by capitulation, 
which was obferved ; and Ibrahim endeavoured to ferve his 
matter, chiefly, by proceeding againft the Hungarians gently 
and moderately. He died, however, foon after, 
been nobly rewarded by the fultan. 

Febellicn Matters did not go on fo well on the fide of AJia, where 
in Apia. Kufacbin s rebellion was revived, by one Skrivano , who de¬ 
feated the pafha Mohammed , after a bloody engagement. In 
Per da , fhah Abbas ordered the Tnrkijh embafl'ador to be 
baftinadoed, for prefuming to demand one of the fbah’s Tons 
a hoftage to the Gfhnmn court; fo low was the credit of 
Turkijh government fallen in Afiia. The pafha, Moham¬ 
med', however, was lent againft Skrivano with a frefh army 
of one hundred and twenty thoufand men, but he was de¬ 
feated by the rebel, who now proclaimed himfelfthe defender 
of the Mobammeian faith. He was, however, again attacked 
by the pafha Mohammed, and thought proper to retire to the 
mountains. Here he recruited his army, and, falling into 
the" lower countries, he ravaged the polfefnons of ail who 
would not join him, and prepared to advance againft Con~. 


as 

the 


Jlantinople itfelf; but, being prevented by death, he was iuc- 
ceeded by his younger brother. The pafha Hafian was 
fent to fupprefs the new rebel chief, but he was both de¬ 
feated and killed, and the rebels laid a great part of the 

in Afia, under contribution, by which 
7 'heir general, who is faid to have 


man dominions, 
raifed vaft: fums. 


Othr, 
they 

been a Tartar, was now at the head of forty thoufand men, 
laid liege to Ancyra , the inhabitants of which gave him two 
bundled thoufand ducats to mile it. The Tuikijh governor 

refencine 
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refenting this compofition, the Ancyreans cut his garrifon in 
pieces, and drove him out of the city. The rebels then laid 
fiege to Prufa, in Anatolia , which they took, and in it a vaft 
booty, befides military {fores in great abundance. After 
this, they were joined by the governor of Baghdad , and their 
progrefs became fo formidable, that Mohajnmed was forced 
to comply with their demands, and to give the pafhaftiip of 
Bofnitt to their leader, who is called Zel Ali. The infolence 
of the rebels, who now appeared triumphantly at court, 
adorned with marks of imperial favour, exafperated the army 
at Conjlantinople fo much, that their officers entered into a 
confpiracy with one of the fultana’s, to place her fon upon 
the throne; Mohammed , according to them, being now 
unfit for government, equally through incapacity and cru¬ 
elty. This confpiracy being difeevered by an intercepted 
letter, the fultana, her fon, fifty of the confpirators, and 
the afirologers, who had p'romifed them fuccefs, were put 
to death. But we are now to attend the affairs of Hun¬ 
gary. 

In the year 1601, the duke dt 

paign with the liege of Alba Regalis , and by fording a part galis be- 
of the lake, which the Turks did not think fordable, he iieged and 
took the city by ftorm ; though the defence the infidels taken, 
made was fo obftinate, that moft of it was ruined. HaJJan , 
who had fuccecded Ibrahim in the command of the TurAiJh 
army in Hungary , fought to furprife this important con- 
queft, before the place could be repaired, but he was de¬ 
feated by the duke de Mercoeur, with far inferior numbers. The Turks 
and the pafha of Buda , fix fanjacks, many general officers, defeated, 
and fix thoufand common foldiers were killed. The duke 
then befieged KaniJJa , and would have taken it, had not the 
inclemency of the feafon obliged him to raife the fiege. 

This year, the plague raged through almoft all the parts of 
the Othman empire, and the janizaries had the infolence to 
demand the heads of certain courtiers, who had offenced 


Met 




Re. 


them. 


Moham 


med put him to death, but the janifaries, in revenge, would 
have pulled him out of his palace, had they not, as ufual, 
been appeafed by money. 

To counterballance thofe and a great many other mif- Alba Re 
fortunes and difgraces, which the infidels fuffered, during galis re- 


the courle of this war, in th 


HaJJc 


having an army of one hundred and fifty thoufand men, be¬ 
fieged and took Alba Regalis , upon a capitulation of fafety 
to the perfons and goods of the garrifon. But the imperial 
foldiers beginning to plunder the citizens, whofe riches were 
otherwife to fall into the hands of the Turks., the Tartars^ who 
ferved in the infidel army, broke in, and fiaughtered both. 
Tjc lan t h e governor, who had made a moft admirable defence, 
was with the chief officers, carried prifoner to Conjlantinople ; 

... kijh general and his army. 
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The imperialifts, this year, took the Lower Buda , and the 
city of Pcjl, partly by ftorm, and partly by ftratagem. The 
pafha HaJJan , endeavoured, but in vain,- to retake P e j} 
while count Nadajli reduced the towns of Adorn and Veld. 
%var. The Upper city of Buda , being Hill unreduced, the 
imperialifts beueged it with great vigour, but were obliged 

to raife the fiege with lofs, and likewife to abandon the 
town of Adorn. 


nube. 


Ca™- The campaign of the year 1603 began upon the Danube 
paign up- which was that year frozen over. Six thoufand Turks , who 
on the/)**- ferved as a convoy of two hundred waggons of provifiom 
nube. to Alba Regalis , were put to the fworcl by the imperialiftsj 

who had no fooner pofteft themfelves of the waggons, than 
they were retaken by part of the garrifon of Buda , who, in 
their return, loft them to an ambufeade, formed by the gar¬ 
rifon of Pe/L In TV'da chi a, the war was carried on again it 
the Turks, by the new way vvod, Radul. Colonitz , the imperial 
general, cut in pieces fix hundred Turks , in one party, but 
failed in his attempts upon a great convoy, as well as upon 
Babotz, and he retreated to Komorra. After this, though the 


babota, and he retreated to Komorra. After this, though the 
Tartars entered Hungary through IValocbia , in fuch num¬ 
bers, that the vaft daughter of them did not fenfibly diminifh 
them, Colon tz took Loqua and B0uloui\crier , while Bqjla, 
the imperial general in Tranfylvdnia , took Sotomofe ; and 
the TValachians defeating Z ak t :l A'ToJes , a Turkijh or Tartar , 
general, the tranquility of that country was reftored. In 

aL ____ 1*1 rr' 1 \ . - ... 


the mean while, the Turks 
thoufand, afiemblcd, with 


(hew 


garrifons of Raab and Gran , under the direction of a Turk- 
tjh officer, who had deferted, plundered, and fet lire to the 

__ r /f// -r* l* 1 J 


Mutiny 

Gonflant 

nop Urn 


fitburbs of Alba Regalis . 


T-Iaffc 


n had done this cam- 
fo confiderabJe, as to 


merit the fultan’s filler in marriage, and he repaired ro Cor,. 
Jlantinople , for that purpofc ; but was confounded, when he 
arrived there, to hear the janifaries, and other foldicrs, in a 
body, demand of the fultan, that he fbould be delivered 
up to them. As the mutineers were very numerous, Idafjan 
appeared before them, and underftood, that the charsrc 


nd underftood, that the charge 


againft him was, for employing the chief ftrength of the 


Hi 


/ / -- 

Con /1 antiriopl 


HaJJan 


the fultan’s mother, and the kanffii ara, 

n it t • • « O O ^ 


and continued fo 


fteady in his charge again!} them, that the mutineers with 
the nioft bitter reproaches to the emperor, demanded their 
beads with fuch obftinacy, that thofe of the kapigi aga and 
fome other officers, were ftruck off, and the fultan agreed 
and a re-that his metner fhould be confined. After this, the rebels 
bellion in of Afia, renewing their infults, Mohammed entered into a fe- 




cret ncgociatton for peace with the impcrialifts, but the 
treaty loon came to nothing. Buda, at that time, was in 

great 
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great diftrefs for provifions ; and the pafha Morad, on the 
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ofAuguJl „ , 

efeated by Rtrjhwortfi, the imperial general, in many re¬ 
peated encounters, with the lofs of above eight thoufand 
ifjen, befides a vaft number of prifoners, waggons and horfes. 

A great many fkirmifhes, with various fortune to each party, 
happened after this in the ifle of Vicegrad, near Buda ; but 
count Trantmefiorf beat the infidels in Stiria $ and Bajla, the 
imperial general, took the important town of Lugaze , in 
Tmnf/hania. The imperialifts however, in the end, could 
not prevent a great fupply being thrown into Buda; and 
then the Turks drew their army from Hungary. Upon this, 
the imperialifts befieged, and with great difficulty took 
Hatwan, on the twenty-ninth of November. Five thoufand 
'Turks , under the pafha Beged , were either cut in pieces, or 
taken prifoners by Bajia. But the infidels found a ufeful 
ally in Betble?n Gabor, the head of the revolted Tranfyl- 

vanians. 

This year, T^el All the Ajian rebel,whom we have mention- Campaig 
ed to have been reconciled to Mohammed'% government, did, in Hun- 
at the head of twelve thoufand of his men, fuch great fervicc vary. 
in Hungary againft the imperialifts, that the fultan promifed^ 
him the government of Bofnia. But the pafha Joffer, who 
commanded in that province, either unwilling to refign his 
government, or encouraged by the fultan, not only refufed 
him entrance into Baghnaluck , the chief town of the pro¬ 
vince, but prepared to cut him off. Zel AH, feigning a re¬ 
treat, abandoned his camp, but while Jaffer *s foldiers were 
plundering it, he attacked them fo unexpe&edly that he 
killed fix thoufand of them, and having in his turn, plunder¬ 
ed their camp, the whole province fubmitted to him, and 
he made a triumphant entry into Baghnaluck . After this he 
gave out that he would join the imperialifts if he difeovered 

anymore practices againft: him, and avoided all the traps 
laid for him by Mohammed. 

Such was the untoward fituation of the TurkiJlj govern-Death am 
ment, when the negociations for a peace were renewed, chara&er 
under the rejpite of a truce for twelve days, in the beginning of Mo- 

cft'ne year 1604. But, before the truce was out, the emperor bammed, 
Mohammed died, in the forty-fourth year of his age, and 
after a reign of nine years, and two months. He appears, 
upon the whole, to have been a cruel, worthlefs, fenfual 
man, and to have held his empire only by the compliances 
be made with thole who difturbed his government. He put 
to death, as we have related, his eldeft fon upon an idle fur- 
mife, but afterwards finding him innocent, his body was 
niiricd in the imperial fepulchre, and the pafha who accufed 
'urn was ftrangled. His lecond fon died young, the fourth. 

tvas confined in the palace, and the third fucceeded him. 
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The Reign of Ahmed the Firft. 




Succeeded AHMED was no more than fifteen years of age when 
by Ahmed. he mounted theOthman throne, a circumftance that had 

never happened before to that government. His firft care 
was, to give orders that the negotiation begun by his father 
with the imperialifts fhould be continued ; and then he 
turned his thoughts to fupprefs the Afiatic rebels, who con- 
tinued in arms under Kallenden Ogli , and Tavil. His prime 
vizier Koja Morad, undertook this war, and after defeating 
the rebels, drove them into Perfia. Ahmed demanded that the 
two generals ftiould be delivered up, which fhah dbbns re¬ 
filling to do, the vizier invaded Perfta, but too late to do 
any thing effedlual for that campaign. Ahmed, young as he 
was, next applied himfelf to domeftic regulations, and re¬ 
moved his grandmother, who had been fo much complained 
of in the late reign, from all her power in the government, 
The negociations for the peace in Hungary ftill went on, 
but were interrupted by the imperialifts difeovering a plot 
of the Turks to furprife Pejl , during the time of a grand en¬ 
tertainment there, given to their chief offirers by the im¬ 
perialifts. After this, hoftilities were renewed with great 
rigour on both Tides. The paftia joffer entered his govern¬ 
ment of Bofnia , from whence he drove his competitor Id 
Ali s who however, was made governor of Temeffvar , but he 
failed in an attempt he made to furprife Lippa. Another 
defign, formed by the Turkijh prifoners, to furprife or 
deftroy Kaffova , mifearried about the fame time, but the 
important fortrefs of KattiJJa was accidentally blown up by 
gunpowder. 

Continu- It appears, as if neither the Turks nor the imperialifts in 
ance of Hungary , were in earned: for a peace. The paftia of Biff 

the war difowned the defign upon Pejl, and profeft himfelf willing 

with the to refume the negociations, but at tiie fame time he took 
Chrijlians and burnt down the caftle of Semnin. Matters thus begin¬ 
ning to wear a more favourable af'pecft for the Turks in Hun¬ 
gary, the paftia Ha fan , who was reckoned the beft officer in 
their dominions, was lent thither, with one hundred tbou- 


fand men, while the Tartars continued their ufual ravages 


n Walachia. 


Rodoff 


country under the protection of the emperor, wno, this year, 
received one hundred and fifrv thoufund crowns fiom the 


Hu 


The terror 


H4 


who was now made great vizier, was fuch, that the governor 
of Pejl blew up that fortrefs, and retired to Gran , which 
was foon after befieged by Haffcm. Tambicr , the governor of 
LipPa , marching to its relief, was inrercepted by Bethlm 


Gabor , 


f 


and four 


thoufand Turks , who were all of them routed, and the <ic- 

fer.ee 
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fence made by count Schultz the governor of Gran, was fo 
good, that Hqfjan , on the tenth of Oftober, raifed the liege, 
and was harraiied in hi? retreat by Bajla , the imperial gene¬ 
ral. Potjkay, a Calvimjl nobleman of Poland , now ruled in 
Twifylvania, under the Turk, and calling himfelf the de¬ 
fender of the reformed religion, he eftablifhed Protcjlantifm 
sxKojJova , which he took, after defeating Beligiofa the im¬ 
perial general under Bajla. The truth is, the perfecutions of 
popery were now become as ruinous to Hungary and Tran - 
fpvania , as the arms of the infidels had been. The impe- 
f ialifts under Bajla at laft defeated Potjkay , but turned their 
arms againft the Protejlants of thofe countries, who uniting 
under Potjkay , he again recovered his power. This reduced 
j fy'Ja, whofe army was very mutinous, to apply to Potjkay 
for peace, but the latter, among other things, infilling upon 
each fubjedl having the free exercife of his own religion, 
the war went on. The Heyduks and Tartars , furprifed 
Gskaza , near Gran, but it was recovered by the imperialifts, 
who likewife took Palantwar. The Turks however, by the 
means of the Heyduks , moft of whom were in Potjkay*s in- 
tereft, took Vachia , but were repulfed in an attempt they 
made upon Gran j though the Heyduks betrayed to them 
the town of Vicegrad, the citadel of which foon after capi¬ 
tulated. 

Such were the chief military tranfadlions of the year Bigotry 
1605. Though the Chrijlian caufe then appeared to be on 0 f t he 
the point of ruin, yet, fuch was the bigotry of the houfe of em peror. 
Aujlr'w ., that the emperor confidered the Protejlants to be 1 
equally his enemies as the infidels. The Protejlants, on the 
other hand, tbe Heyduks efpecially, felt the Turkijh more 
light than the Auflrian yoke, and though Bajla offered an 
indemnity to all deferters who would return to the imperial 
Itandard j his offer was fo far from producing any effedl, 
that he faw himfelf in danger of being abandoned by his 
own army. The Heyduks, in the beginning of February 1606, 
took the caftle of Sakmar, and were prevented only by the 
accident of the ice failing under them, from taking Tokay 
likewife. They next attacked New Hanfel, and made theni- 
f'-'lves mailers of the town, but were difpoffefied of it by 
thegarrifon of the caftle. They had better fortune before 
the important town of F/lek , which was furrendered to them 
far want of water, and their fuccefs was fuch, that they at 
Jail forced the Hates of Tranfyivania to recognize the autho¬ 
rity of Potjkay, on whole fide were likewife moft part of the 
native Hungarians. 

Notwithilanding the defeat and flight of the two TurklJJj The re. 
rebels into Perfia , the rebellion foon broke out again in Ajia , hellion 
where the pallia Sigala was defeated by the rebels in a bloody breaks out 
battle. Putting himfelf at the head of a frelh army, he again in 
obliged them to apply for affiftance to the court of Perfia, Ada » 
that fhah fending his foil to their aid, defeated Sigala, 

and 
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and killed thirty thoufand of his foldiers, and afterwards 
reduced all the country of Sbirwan , excepting a few incon- 
fiderable places Ahmed upon this, was inclined to have 
abandoned the Hungarian war, and to have fent the paflu 
Hdjfan againft the Perfians , and the rebels ; but changing 
his mind, he continued Sigala in his command. That 


general, notwithftanding his great abilities, was again de 


Perf. 


la 


Andtolia , the rebellion frill continued to rage, and the paftas 


of Danidfeus, and Alepp 


Tnrkijh 


that fide, the janifaries mutinied, and a dreadful lire broke 


Conflant 


S Pal a informed Ahmed of all his mis. 


fortunes, and, obtaining the command of another army, he 
was again defeated, and with difficulty he efcaped with'only 
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pallia of Trehizcnd advancing to his relief, Sigala, with no 
more than ten foldiers, got leeretly over the walls and joined 
him. The two oafhas were again defeated, and Simla was 


obliged to fave himfelf in a little boat, 
overthrows, with the lofs of Aden a. 


- j - — . wwv* 

So many repeated 

tired out Ahmcp 


patience. He ordered all Sigala's houfe and riches at Cm- 
jidtitinople to be feized* and that a frefh army ihould be 
raifed againft the Perfians. The janifaries however, abfo- 
lutely refufed to march, and Ahmed was obliged to appeals 
the mutiny by putting to death his high treafurcr. 


In 


ppo 


fir ft 


the paflias of Be 


And obliged his rival to fubmit to his terms : but the agree 
ment was not of long ftanding, and the pallia of Damafcni 


with 


\poli 


Alefipo with fixty thoufand men, they were defeated by that 


p a fKa with half the num 
'Tripoli ; and affecting to 


independently of the fultan,he 


Tur 


Perf, 


Affairs of 


enrich his new fuhje£ts. The ‘oeglerbeg of Anatolia's, lieu¬ 
tenant, was totally defeated, in endeavouring to reduce him, 
and he had the good fortune to polTefs himfelf of a whole 
year’s tribute of £p'pt, by the fhip which carried it being 
thrown on his coafts. 

Such (complicated misfortunes on the fide of Afia , feemed 


Germany, to determine Ahmed to have peace on any terms, but the 

German emperor was equally embarrafled. Potjhiy refufed to 
treat with him, without eftablifhing fuch preliminaries as a-r 


Hun?ary. Bafla 


fel 


ed Moravia. Baft a , however, having fomewhat appealed his 


mutinous 
and Tart a 


J • • ■ f 

troops, obtained fome advantages over the Turp 

rs, near the Danube ; and the imperial garrilon of 


A ornorra iurorncti ana 


killed the nulha Beg odes 
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cepted 



I OF THE WORLD. 

j ■ 

cepted a rich convoy of money that was going to Potjkay . 
That nobleman, however, proceeded with fuch amazing 
fuccefs, that not only all Tranjyhanifl , and the great eft part 
of the Atijlrian Hungary , fubmicted to him, but he carried 
his arms into Aufria , and Stiria itfelf. In fbort, even the 
counts Serini, Nadqfti, and Budianl , who had done wonders 
a g a ; n ft the Turks, feeing the emperor in a manner abandon 
all care of them, fubmitted to Potjkay likewife. But the 
Htyduks were forced to raife the fiege of Odenburg , with 
great lofs. Potjkay likewife loft four waggon loads of 
money, which was intercepted by the Germans ; it having 
been fent him by the Turks , as the price of his having 
oiven up Kajjcva. To compenfate him for this lofs, Dotis 
jimendered to his party; and on the feventeenth of Odtcber 
Pew Haufcl was, after a long and obftinate fiege, delivered 
to the Hungarians in his intereft. 

Potjkay , all this while, proceeded upon the moft plaufible 
pretexts. He infilled, that Hungary fhould be governed by 
Hungarians only, that Tranfylvania fhould be independent, 
and both countries free, with the full liberty to exercife the 
protcjhmt religion. The German emperor at laft agreed, 
that he fhould enjoy, during his life, the principality of 
j Tranfylvania , and that his fubje£ls fhould profefs Protcjlpntijm’, 

\ but by the perfualion of Ahmed, who promifed to give all 
i Hungary to Pot fury, he reje&ed thofe terms, and the Turks 
bcfieged and took Gran, the governor, Dampler, being oblig¬ 
ed to furrender the fame by a mutiny of the garrifon, who 
were put to death for their cowardice, and treachery, at 
Kcmsrra , to which place they were conducted in terms of 
their capitulation. So many repeated misfortunes detemin- 
td the emperor Redolpb to liften to frefh proposals for peace 
made to him by Ahmed ; but they ftuck at the toleration of ' 
the Protejlant religion, which was ftill infilled upon by 
Potjkay. And on the other hand, Shah Abbas fent an em- 
baflhdor to Vienna, to diffuade that court from coming to 
any accommodations with the porte. V/hile matters were 
in this (late of fufpence, between peace and war, the 
Turks mifcarricd in an attempt they made upon Raab, while 
the Hungarians of Potjkay 's party reduced Tokay , and blocked 
up Efpierres . The Turks, about the fame time, attempted to 
take Lippa, but, after entering the town they .were defeated 
with great lofs by the garrifon of the cattle. Negocia.tions 

for peace, however, were refum.ed, and the treaty was con¬ 
cluded between the emperor, the ftates of Hungary, and 
prince Potjkay, on thefc terms: That the Catholics,Lutherans, 
and Calvinijls, fhould all have free liberty to exercife their 
refpective religions in Hungary ; that Potfiay fhould remain, 
during life, prince of Tranfylvania ; and that they fhould 
endeavour to conclude a peace with the Turks ; that the 
ftates of Hungary, in the emperor’s abfence, might take the 

archduke Matthias for their palatine or governor; that all 
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other offices fhould be exercifed by the natives of the 
country ; and that thejefuits fhould not be allowed to enjoy 
any property in that kingdom, unlefs Rodolph fhould pleafe 
to make them any prefents. A treaty then fucceeded be* 
tween Ahmed and Rodolph , which, on the ninth of Novem¬ 
ber 1660, was concluded on the following conditions: 

That the fultan fhould {file the emperor, father ; and the 
emperor the fultan, fon, in all their letters and negotiations; 
that the king of Spain , if he pleafed, fhould be comprehend* 
ed in the peace; that the Tartars fhould alfo be included, 
on the Turks giving afiurance, that they fhould make no in- 
curfions upon the Chrijlians ; that this truce, or fufpen/ion 
of arms, fliould laft twenty years, to begin from the firft 
day of "January 1608; that the two parties fhould recipro¬ 
cally fend prefents every three years to each other; that the 
emperor fhould begin immediately, by fending two hundred 
thoufand florins, which fhould be inftantly returned by the 
fultan, in a prefent of the fame value; that each party 
fhould retain what they were pofTefled of; that they fliould 
not lay any additional taxes on the cities and villages taken 
in the late wars, befides what they then paid ; that they 
fhould not attack any place belonging to each other, on any 
pretence whatever; that on both iides they might repair 
their refpe<5Iive fortrefles ; and that the agreement made with 
Potfkay , prince of Tranfylvania , fhould remain in full force. 
Vachia was to he reftored to the emperor, and the fultan was 
to keep pofleflion of Gran. During thofe negotiations, 
Potfkay was fo much indifpofed that he could attend at none 
of the conferences, and at the end of this year he died, with 
the character of being one of the greateft patriots of his 
time; only he was under the misfortune of his being oblig¬ 
ed to aflert the liberties of his country, and of mankind, by 
the affiftance of infidels, who were enemies to all liberty 
both civil and religious. 

Ahmed having thus concluded peace with the Germanic 
body, employed all his thoughts towards recovering thofe 
beautiful provinces that had been rent from his empire by 
the Perfans. Previous to that, he was obliged to endeavour 
to reduce, either by arms or by treaty, the pallia of Aleppo, 
Negotiations failing, the grand vizier was fent ngainft him 
with an army of one hundred and thirty thoufand men, and' 
had the good fortune, after various con Aids, to force the 
rebel to retire to Perjia ; but recruiting himfelf there, he, at 
laft obtained his pardon from the fultan, who now fpent 
two or three years in pleafure and inactivity. The nego¬ 
tiations, however, with the Perfians fliil went on, through 
the agency of the khan of Tartary ; but Ahmed’s demand! 
being too high, hofiilities were renewed. The Perfans In- 
vaded the Arabian Irak , and Ahmed fent a gain ft them the 
pafha Nafuh , who was defeated with the lofs of twenty 
thoufand men. He was fucceeded in his command by the 
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I pa(h3 of Aleppo, who probably having his reafons for not 
I ailing vigoroufly againft the Perftans, was put to death by 
I the fultan’s order. _ 

I By this time, viz. in 1610, the archduke Matthias had Opera- 
[ been elected king of Hungary, upon the terms of toleration tions of 
[for religion, and ratified the late treaty with Ahmed. He thzTurkif? 
[ tvas oppofed by Gabriel Bathori, who had afTumed the prin- fleet. 

[ cipality of Iranfylvama , and had put himfelf under the pro- 
| te&ion of Ahmed , who fupportcd him againft Conjlantine, 

| thevvaywod of Moldavia. This fummer, Ahmed had a fleet 
[ at lea, but it was unfortunate in all its operations againft 
[ the gallies of Malta, and the other Italian powers. The 
I Tujcans, in particular, made a. vaft booty by fea, to the value 
[it is faid of one million five hundred thoufand crowns, 
while the gallies of Malta , and Naples, ravaged the Turkif? 
i(lands in the Archipelago. The Perftans, in the mean while, 
were ftill gaining ground upon the Othmans, but Shah Abbas, 
about the beginning of the year 1611, would willingly have 
made peace upon terms that were difagreeable to the fultan 
who fucceflively employed Morud, Serder, and the pafha 
SaJJuf , againft the Perftans. A peace, however, was at laft 
concluded, on condition of the (hah’s paying to Ahmed 
two hundred camel loads of filk, and making fome other im¬ 
material conceftions. This year, a detachment from the 

Maltcfe gallies furprifed and plundered Corinth in the Morea , 
without any Iofs of men. 

The pafha NaJJ'uf was now, both for his great abilities in The jani- 
i peace and war, the reigning favourite of the Othman court, faries 

1 y car he carried with him to Cotflantinyplc a mutiny* 

Icrftan ambalfador, for ratifying the late treaty ; but the ja- 

mfaries being now idle, begun again to mutiny. They refufed 
longer to accept of bread and rice for their fubfiftance, and 
when a great conflagration happened at Conjlantinople, in¬ 
stead of aflifting to quench it, they broke open and plun¬ 
dered the houfes of the inhabitants. Nqffuf \ who was now 
firft vizier, and was the only fubjeft of the empire who had 
the liberty of breaking in upon the fultan’s pleafures, was 
to far from giving way to the mutineers, that he ordered 
lixteen hundred of them to be lent to Afta, and he threaten¬ 
ed the extinction of their order. Thofe vigorous meafures 
were the more eafily executed, as the fultan had no wars 
upon his hands. Matthias king of Hungary, had fucceed'ed 

t0 rl he e - m P ire of Germany, and demanded the principality 
of iranfiylvama , which was denied him. This year, Ahmed 
concluded an advantageous peace with the Dutch, who were 
then a confiderable maritime power, and he gave them free- 
otn to trade in his ports, and to fend an ambafTador, or re- 
foent to Confantinople. About Midfummer, Ahmed's fifter 
was married to Mehemed Pajha, fon to Segala Pa/ha, the 

unfortunate commander againft the Perfans , and his 

daughter. 
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Cruelty of daughter, to Mahammed the high admiral. The mother r,j 
Ahmed. this lady, however, a few days after the weddings were over 

felt the fultan’s fury. He, it feems, was in love with a 
female Have belonging to his lifter, whom the fultana poifon- 
ed, and Abened in revenge ftabbed her in the face with a 
dagger, and trampled her underfoot on the ground, befides 
beating her moft feverely. Soon after this, the fultan re- 
tiring from the plague at Conjiantinople , to one of his coun- 
try feats, a dervife, or religious perfon, threw a ftone at him, 
with an intention to murder him, but the aflaffin, miffing 
his aim, was next day put to death. 

The troubles, which ftiil continued in Moldavia , and 
!Tranfdvania , were now come to fo great a height, that 
Batbori was killed by his own foldiers. 

Lfiftes of In the year 1613, the Florentines took fort A glim an, which 
the Turks lies to the north-weft of cape Be gas, in Cilicia , as t h e Par- 

tugueze , and Spaniards did Aden , lying on the Red Sea , to¬ 
wards the fouth of Arabia. Thofe, and a great many other 
JolTes fuftained by Aimed , from the Italian and other powers, 
pbliged him to have recourfe to his Chrijlian fubje&s for re¬ 
pairing his marine. He obliged the Armenians of his empire 
to build nine gallies, and the Greeks twenty; all at their own 
expences. His arms profpered little better by land, though 
after the death of Batbori , his rival Betblcm Gabor , was, by 
the pallia Sender , declared prince of Tranfylvania , yer, 
that was of very little fervice to the fultan, who raifed a 
vaft armament, and fet out, as was thought, to conquer 
Tranfylvania for himfelf, but was deterred by Bethlerds great 
power. Returning towards Conjiantinople, , he received in¬ 
telligence that the plague raged in that capital, and when it 
was fomewhat abated, to prevent its breaking out again, he 
ordered all the dogs in Conjiantinople to be carried to a defert 
jiland, where, contrary to the doiStrines of Mahomcdijm, lie 
luffered them all to perifti for want of fuftenance. 

Intrigues During thofe public calamities Ahmed’s court was filled with 
at Con - intrigues. Sigala, now pafha of Buda , notwithftandingthe 
Jtantinople unfortunate campaigns he had made againft the Perfrns , 

was ftiil fuffered to enjoy his life and government; and his 
wife being lifter to the fultan the pafha Naff, the prime 
yizier, being extremely jealous of his credit at court, denied 
him accefs to the fultan, and did him all the ill offices in his 
power. Sigala, being a man of intrigue, gave a letter to his 
wife, addrefied to the fultan, but not being able, through the 
vizier’s jealoufy to put it into his own hands, fibe difpoiedof 
it in his room fo as that he found it. The contents of this 
letter, which was laid to have accufed the vizier of a conipi- 
racy againft the fultan’s life, determined Ahmed to fend for his 
head ; the pallia Bopanji was appointed to be the meflcnger, 
It was fufpebted that the vizier intended to fly over toi/w> 
for which reafon, the pafha was obliged to ui'e a ifratagenj, 
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fry drefling himfelf in the fultan’s robes, and having thus 
/ecured him, the vizier, after delivering up the fegl, quietly 
Submitted to be ftrangled. Perhaps, his greateft crime was 
histreafure, for about four hundred thoufand pounds ftetling, 
jn ready money, was found in his houfe after his death. 

This fum enabled Ahmed to finifh fome magnificent works 
he had laid out at Conjlantinople ; and Bethlem , his tributary 
prince of Tranfylvania , by the afiiftance of the pafha Sander , 
retook feveral towns in Germany , and received the fub- 
miffions of others, but upon the exprefs condition of their 
not falling under the power of the Turks. 

About the year 1615, a real or pretended brother to the An im« 
fultan, who called himfelf prince Jakaya , is faid to have poftor. 
attempted to murder him. The ftory of this perfon is ex¬ 
tremely romantic, and feems to have been the invention 
of the jefuits, who were at this time very bufy in making 
profelytes of Ahmed' s fubje&s. He pretended to be the elder 
brother of Ahmed, and that his mother, who was a Cbr{ftian y 
by giving out he died of the fmall-pox, had faved his life, 
and fecretly educated him in her own religion. His preten- 
fions gained credit fo far, that the AJiatic rebels received 
1 him for their head, but being defeated and wounded, he had 
recourfe to the methods of aflaflination. Being recovered 
of his wounds, he came in difguife to Conjlantinople, where 
he is faid to have entered into a confpiracy with a dervife, - 
called by Cbriftian writers the vizier dervife, to murder the 
fultan. The dervife dying unexpe&edly* Jakava was oblig¬ 
ed to fly, and wandering on foot through tValachia, and 
Moldavia , he there efcaped many dangers, but at laft came 
to Prague. There he met with nothing but great honours, 
and fair promifes. Cofmo, grand duke of Tufcany, next invit¬ 
ed him into his dominions, and treated him with all the 
honours due to his real or pretended birth, as did the courts 
of Madrid and Rome. His behaviour was fo plaufible, and 
his ftory had been fo well cooked up, that the Roman Catho¬ 
lic powers, for fome time, had thoughts, by Cofmo' s advice, of 
putting him at the head of a force to difpute the Otkman 
throne, as it was more than probable, he would be fupport- 
ed by a vaft party in that empire. But the difientions 
anftongft the Chrijtian powers themfelves, prevented any 
thing of that kind from taking efFeft. We are told by 
thofe who were perfonally acquainted with him, that he 
was a plaufible, well accomplifhed perfon, and that at laft 
he went to France, where he was fupported by the duke de 
Servers, where it is likely he ended his days. 

Stephen, the tributary waywod of Moldavia , under the Affairs of 
Turks, behaved with fo much cruelty, that his nobility fet ^ lunsrary. 
up againft him Alexander, the fon of "Jeremy, their former * 

waywod, and obliged Stephen to fly to Brabiloiv. Alexander 

had no objection to his continuing to pay the ufual tribute. 

But the pafha of Buda feized on his ambaffadors in 
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their 


Stephen 


put them to death. The war was then renewed with greater 
fury than ever, but all the events of it were favourable to 
Alexander ,who, in the year 1616, defeated the joint forces of 
Stephen 1 and the pafha Skinder^ in a general engagement, in 
which the latter loft twelve thoufand men on the fpot, be- 
fides wounded and prifoners. After this, the boyars, or 
great lords of JVdlachia^ offered him their principality, 
which he declined to accept of; and upon the difgrace of the 
vizier who was Stephen s patron. 


ipl 


patron, the latter was fent prifoner 


Met ho 


Mikhna , the Turkifb 


, , Turks , . 

vaded that principality at the head of 
JValachians , and Turks. 
againft all this force, had he not been deferred by the Poles, 
and kofaks, who ferved in his army, and by his own gemval 

\ • t rr^ • /• 1 i i • 1.1 1 • • 


twenty thoufand 

Alexander could have made head 


and 


Wcho . Thofe 

fon Bogdan , after being totally defeated, were taken prifoners 

fent to Conftanti nop le , where they were fenrenced ;o 
perpetual imprifonment, but evaded that puniftiment by em¬ 
bracing Mohametijm 

The houfe of dujh ia, and the Germanic empire, were too 
much interefted in thofe difputes to remain flridtly neutral 
in terms of the treaty of 1606. But though many hoftilkies 
were committed between them and the Turks , no formal 
declaration of war having been made, that treaty was now 
renewed and explained, and feveral commercial article?, 


to advantage of both parties, were added to it. 1 he in- 

occafioned, gave vaft 


negociation 


tcrcourfe which this 

njl 

French^ jefuits leave to fettle at Peru, which is confide red as 

Conftantimple , though on the oppofre 

they began to praclice their 
and the Turks , wno or all 


part of the fuburbs 
ihorc. It was not Ion 


intrigues in making converts; 
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dominions. 
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brought Ahmed over to t'n 

o 


my concurring ctrcum- 
is belief, and in his in it 
tranfports, he ordered ail the Cbrijlians in, and about Con- 
jlantinople , to be put to the (word. This barbarous com¬ 
mand would have been executed, had it not been for the 
reprefentations of the grand vizier and mufti again ft it. But 
upon its being countermanded, it was with difficulty, that 
the people of ConJiantinopU were reftrained from putting it 
into execution themfelves ; and from even putting Cbtijilm 
ambaffadors to death. The French ambaffadoi however, 
had fo much credit with the fultan and his miniftry, hat 

they incerpofed in favour of Cbrijlians } and, airernnrh 

difficulty. 


* 
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difficulty, the jefuits, who had been imprifoned, and were 
every day expecting death, were pardoned and refettled at 

Pera. 

It is thought, with fome reafon, that the baron de Sancy, Great 
the French minifter, could not have had fo much influence projefts 
at the Othman court, had it not been for the mighty defigns againll 
that were on foot again# chriftendom, at the porte, which chriiien- 
rendered it extremely inconvenient for that miniftry to dom. 


Henry 


For 


we are told, that the Poles having declared in favour of the 
fan of Simon , the late way wod of Walachia, Ahmed raifed a 
yreat army to fubdue all Pcland. He likewife had now at 
lea two fleets, one to act again# the Rvjpans , and kofaks, in 
the Buxine, commonly called the Black Sea, and the other 


Prop 


the White Sea, again# the gallies of 


Malta, and the other Italian {fates. But, before any cfFtcft 
followed thofc preparations Ahmed died, on the fix tee nth of Death 
November 1617, in the twenty-ninth year of his age, and 
the fourteenth of his reign, leaving behind him three fons, 

Othman , commonly called, Of man 7 Murad, or Morad, and 
Ibrahim. 


We know little or nothing of the intellectual character arid cha- 
of this prince, farther than he was liberal and magnificent, rafter of 
and for a proof of the latter, we are referred to the jami, or Ahmed, 
mofquc, which he built, and ornamented at an incredible . 
ex pence, in the Hippodrome, at Conflantinotlc. In his perfon, 
he is faid to have been handfome, but what we are told of 
his pleafures, and diverfions exceeds belief; for his hiftorians 
fay, that he had in his feraglio thirty thoufand women, all of 
them the daughters of Cbrijlians\ and that he had fuch a 
pafiion for hawking, and hunting, that he maintained forty 
thoufand faulconers, and almofr as many huntfmen, and that 
he had greater bodily ftrength, than any man about his court. 

The Turks have an excellent cuftom, in requiring that even 
their fultans fhould profefs fome manual art, to encourage 
induftry among# the common people. That of Ahmed, was 
to make horn rings for drawing the bow, as that of his 
father was to make arrows. And the one perhaps, finilhed 
a ring, and the other an arrow, in the fpace of twelve 
months. 


T'he Reign of Muftapha. 

T his p? ince was brother to the preceeding emperor, who is 

upon whofe accefiion he was preferved from the bow-fucceeded 
“flag, on account of Ahmed's youth, and his having no by his 
children ; that in cafe of his demife ifl'uelefs, he might brother, 
have an indifputablq fucceflor. in the empire. . Ah.v.d, after 
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having children, feveral times was refolved to difpatch 
Mujlapha j but was always prevented by remorfe, appren* 
fion, or accident. During this Abort reign, prince Kcrcjki , 
the brave friend of Alexander, late waywod of Moldavia , 
having been in the preceeding reign taken prifoner by the 
Turks , and refufing to turn Mahometan , was imprifoned in 
the tower of the Black Sea , but found means to efcape by 
the affiftance of Martin , fecretary to the French ambaflador. 
As the prince was a moft formidable, and determined enemy 
to the Otbmans , all the French ambaflador’s fervants were 
tortured to difeover where he was, and the ambaflador him- 
felf put under confinement, and got his liberty only by a 
large fum of money, which at the porte is next to omni¬ 
potence itfelf. 

Mujlapha having been fequeftered in a cell during the 
preceeding part of his life, held his fovereignty only that he 
might gratify his lufts. Thus the defign of advancing him 
to the throne on account of the nonage of his brother’s 
children, not anfwering, he was by the grand vizier, and 
the other great officers of his court, remanded back to his 
confinement, after he had fat upon the throne about four 
months, and given fufficient indications that he was fit to 
be the fcourge, but not the fovereign, of a people. 



The Reign of Othman, or Ofman the Second. 

T H E great men of the court being thus difappointed 

in Muflapha, placed upon the Othman throne Ofman , 
the eldeft fon of fultan Ahmed the firft. The hatred which 
the French ambaflador and nation bore to his predeceflor, 
has made them exaggerate the virtues of this prince, who, 
according to fome, was but eight, but, according to others, 
twelve or thirteen years of age, (the laft is the moff proba¬ 
ble account), when he mounted the throne. A romance of 
his life, has been publifhed in two fizeable volumes, and 
intermingled with many plaufible, if not true, anecdotes. 
But, though the French thus exaggerate on the one hand, 
other writers, the Turks particularly, feem not to have done 
jufticetohis virtues, and refolution,which far exceeded what 
could be expc&ed from his age and education, and above 
all, the fituation of his perfon and government. 

The favourite meafures with the porte at the acceffion of 
the young fultan, was a war with Poland , on account of the 
fupport which that republic, and the kofaks, had afforded to 
the Moldavian , Tranfylvanian , and JValachian princes, who 
had been fet up in oppofition to the tributaries of the porte. 
fehan Beg Ghieray , khan of Khrvn Tartary , was the ally, or 

rather tributary of the Othmar.s y and he perpetually infclled 

the 
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the Polijh territories, who, in conjunction with the kofaks, 
made reprifals. This ftate of warfare, while no war was 
declared, produced mutual recriminations. The porte re¬ 
futed to check the Tartars , who, they faid, were an inde¬ 
pendent people, but had tributary claims upon Poland. The 
Poles , on the orher hand, for much the fame reafons, declin¬ 
ed curbing the kofacks in their incurfions upon the Turkijb 
territories. Such was the ftate of affairs with Poland. 


In Germany , the inhuman bigotry of the houfe of Auflrla, in Europe 
raifed fuch cruel perfections againft the Protejlants, efpe- * 
dally thofe of Bohemia , that the latter applied to Bethlem 
Gabor , now the undoubted prince of Tranfylvania , under 
the porte, for affiftance. Gabor, for good reafons, applied to 
Ofman for leave, aid, and fupport. All which the fultan 
readily granted in the moft ample terms, and under a moft 
folemn oath. In the mean while, Gabor made a moft rapid 
progrefs againft the Auflrians in Hungary , which ended in 
his being chofen and proclaimed fevereign of that kingdom, 
by the confent and approbation of the court of Conjlan- 

tinople. ' 

On the fide of Afta , the pafha Alt , the grand vizier, pene¬ 
trated at the head of the Othman army to Tauris , which he 
made himfelf mafter of, and his progrefs was fo rapid, that 
thefhah was obliged to fue for peace upon the vizier’s terms. 

Upon this Alt returned to Ergerum, from whence he 
wrote an account of his expedition, of which I have given 
the fubftance, to Sir Paul Pindar , the Britijh minifter at 
Con flan tinople. 

Nothing now remained in the way of negociation, but to 
fecure the chief neutral powers of Europe, from taking part 
againft the porte. Thefe were James the firft, king of Great 
Britain, and the French king. The latter thought himfelf 
highly injured by the treatment his ambafiador had received 
at the porte; and Uri Chaujb, was fent to France with a 
letter from the young fultan, apologizing for what had paft, 
and promifing that, for the future, the ambajftador of France, 
fhould be treated at the Othman Porte with diftinguifhed 
honour. Thofe fubmiffions being received, the chaufh re¬ 
paired with the fame charaCler to the court of Great Britain , 
where he made a fpeech, and prefented a letter to James the 
firft, in terms that, though lofty, are by no means extrava¬ 
gant, and fome part of his letter which contains the higheft 
encomiums on hereditary right of fucceflion to empire, is 
fo well adapted to that prince’s known character, that one 
is tempted to think his ambafiador had a hand in compofing 
it, and it had a correfponding efFerft. 

I have premifed the above incidents, which took up above Ex^edi- 
two years, that the reader may have the more perfeft ideation a- 
of the motives that determined the Othman court upon the gainft the 
famous expedition made by Ofman againft the Poles. I have Poles. 
only to add, that, by the peace made with Perfta, the Afatic 
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rebellion was extinguifhed, and the Othman miniftry trufled 
to the power of Betblem Gabor , which now alarmed Vienna 
itfelf, for giving a diverlion to the imperiaiifts. 

In the beginning of the year 1621, Of man , though not 
yet, according to the heft accounts, above fifteen years of 
age, gave a proof of his fuperior genius, by delpifing the 
fuperftitious apprehenfions of his fubjedfs, on account of a 
very hard froft at Conjiantbioplc , by marching with his army, 
which confined of three hundred thoufand fighting men, 
againff the Poles ; while his fleet, and that of Algiers took. 
Manfredonia , and Tvica, in the Mediteranean , to give a diver- 
fion to the king of < Spain, and the Italian powers. The 
fultan’s intripedity againft the piepofieflions of a people lo 
exceilively fuperftitious as the ‘Turks are, proved fatal to his 
affairs and perfon. silt, his ftrft vizier, who appears have 
been a brave general, and an honeft ftatefman, was the only 
minifter at the porte who approved of the fultan’s expedi¬ 
tion. The other nr ini tiers, had been in hopes of having 
the empire, as happens in minorities, and weak reigns, re- 
linquifhcd to them as their prey, and the common foldiers 
were little better than dragged into a war, which their reli¬ 
gion feemed to difaoprove of ; and where they had nothing 
to hope for, but fatigue, blows, and death. So devoted, 
however, are the Turks to the will of their fovereign, that, 
fevei c as the feafon was, they took the field about the end 
of /Ip >il 1621, and laid liege to Koch in, in Moldavia. The 

they abandoned that 
attempt, and palled the Boristbenes , in hopes of defeating 
the chancellor of Poland , who was intrenched near Karnnitz, 


Situation 


of the place 


being 


ft r o n' r 


with forty-eight eight thoufand men, of whom eight thou¬ 
fand were imperiaiifts. 'The incredible efforts of Ofnm , 
for thirty four days fucceflively, to break into the Polijb 
camp, are proofs at once of his refolution, and of his ene¬ 
mies valour, for the Turks were repulled in every attack; 
io difficult it is for a commander to conquer, when fpiric 
and inclination is wanting in his foldiers. The ' Tartars, 
however, in the Othman army, having no fuch fcruples, 
committed mo if miferable ravages in the very heart oi 
Poland. At 1 aft, th.e Turks, by the heft accounts, having 
loft eighty thoufand men, and about one hundred ihoufand 

horfes we iuppofe to be included); gave 


h 


'"1 r' c 
yJi /t.- 


(baggage 


ear to the mediation of Rad/:la, then waywod of IValachia , 
1 was concluded. The terms on both fides 


and 


a 


■'’ace 


and 


P c 

were, that the Tartars fhoul .1 defift rrorn invading Poland, 

the Poles and kofaks from invading Tartary. That the 
fhotild trade freely in the lultan’s dominions, upon 
their merchants paying one hundred thoufand chekins; ami 
that they fhuuld have a reiident at the porte. They were 
likewife to pay forty then hand florins, as a gratuity to the 


P 


(/M. J 


khan 


of thi 


1 arlars. 


When 
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When all circumftances are confidered, this treaty was 

rather detrimental than difgraceful to Ofman $ the remains 
of whofe army were faved by it, from unavoidable deftruc- 
tion, though the Po/es y at the fame time, loft twenty thou- 
fand men. As to Ofnan himfelf, however he might refent 
hisaifappointment, we know of no violent meafures he pur- 
fued upon it, only he feemed inclinable to declare war 
againft the emperor, for the affiftance he had given to the 
Poles; but the latter declaring, that they would look upon 
fueha ftep as an infringement of the late treaty, he defilbed. 

Ofman next, to palliate thofe mortifications, puhiifhed his 
intention to march in perfon againft the amir of Sidon , who 
had rebelled. This expedition was oppofed by all his mi- 
niftry, as being unl'afe, idle, expenfive, dangerous, and de¬ 
rogatory to his fublime dignity. Ojma?i was then forced 
to give out, that he intended to fit out a vaft naval arma¬ 
ment, to be employed againft the kofacks in the Black Sea , 

and againft prince Philibe-t of Savoy , the vice-roy of * r icily , 
who was fuipected of intending to favour the revolt of the 
amir of Sidon. But by this time, a deep fcheme was laid 
for his deftruddion, not really on account of his mifmanage- 
ir.ent, but his virtues. 

The averfion of the great men to his government, had Diforders 
occafioned prodigious abufes in Conflantimple , and Ofman , of Of- 
not thinking himfelf fafe to truft to the reports of others, man s, go- 
had fomtimes privately gone through the ftreets, that he vernment. 
might be the better allured of the fadbs. This laudable 
curiofity, was reprefented as meannefs; and at a time of uni- 
verlal licentioufnefs, was conftrued as fuch by the foldiery, 
the principal authors of the prevailing diforders. Ofman , 
thinking he could not be fafe, without finding employment 
for his mutinous armies, at a diftance from Conflant'mople ^ 
had formed a lcheme of frugality, and was laying up money 
for the fupport of his wars •, which condudd, his difeontent- 
ed fubjedts termed fordid avarice, the world vice an Othman 
emperor can be guilty of in the eyes of his janifaries. 

Certain engagements of love and honour, had induced him 
privately to marry a Turkijh lady, his fubjedt. And when the 
marriage was declared, it was objedded to, as being incon- 
fiftent with the late praddice of the Othman emperors. Mat¬ 
ters, with regard to Ofman, were in this untoward fituation, 
when Sir Thomas Roe , fo famous for his negotiations in 
almoft every part of the globe, and for the accounts he has 
left of them ; arrived at the potte, as amballador from king 
James the lirft. He was inftrubted ; Firft, to demand redrels 
of Come injuries done by the officers of the Turk'ifo revenue, 
to the Engiif) merchants at Aleppo , Smyrna , and other places. 

Secondly, to older his mediation for terminating the differ¬ 
ences between the fultan and the republic of Poland \ which 
were now reviving. Thirdly, to intercede for the releafe of 

fome Pclijh noblemen, and Scotch gentlemen, who were 

O 4 piifoncrs. 
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prisoners. Fourthly, to demand fecurity againft the depre¬ 
dations of the pirates of -Tunis, and Algiers, upon the Britijh 
trade; ^nd fifthly, reftitution of a large fum of money, that 
had been taken by Ofman % fubje&s, from Arthur Garraway, 
an Englijk merchant, and which had been often in vain 
folicited before, and promifed by the Othman miniflers. 

The anfwers returned by Ofman to all thefe requefts were 
.manly, friendly, and rational. With regard to the firfl, he 
faid the ambaflador might inake his own terms. As to the 
fecond, hd faid that the Poles had deceived him, and as mat¬ 
ters flood between him and them, they could not, confiftent- 
ly with his honour, admit of any mediation. That, as foon 
as the peace was renewed, all the Polifh prifoners, in compli¬ 
ment to his Britannic majefly, prince Korejki excepted, 
fhould be releafed. By this it appears that prince had been 
retaken. As to the fourth article, the ambaflador was offer- 
cd any fatisfa&ion he could defire; but, with regard to the 
fifth, the affair in queflion, was of fo old a date, and had 
been canvafled by fo many viziers, who had not thought 
proper to give any fatisfa&ion, that his fublime highnefs 
defired to be excufed, for letting it reft where it did. But 
in the letter written by Ofman , to 'James , the former pofi- 
tively promifes, that ftri£l juftice fliail be done to Garraway. 
Death and Ofman had been difeontented ever fince his difgrace in Po- 
charatter land , and daily received new mortifications from his foldiers. 
of Ofmap. He obftinately refolved to go upon a pilgrimage to Mecca. 

He was flopped in fetting out upon his journey, by the jani- 
faries, and fpahis, who demanded the head of his vizier, 
with fo much obftinacy, that Ofman endeavouring to fortify 
himfelf in his feraglio, found himfelf abandoned, even by 
his domeftics, and the janifaries cut the vizier in pieces. 
Ofman 's fpirit was now brought down, he would gladly have 
jefcaped over into Afia , but he could not. He then endea¬ 
voured to footh the janifaries, and might have fucceeded, 
had it not been for the roughnefs of the aga, whom they 
put to death, as they did feveral other courtiers, and 
dragging Mujlapba out of his cell, they again proclaimed him 
emperor, while they imprifoned Ofman in the feven towers, 
where he was firangled, after a very brave refiftance, by the 
pafha David, the new prime vizier. The manner of his 
death however, is omitted by prince Cantemir, who only 
mentions, that he was a prince of great hopes, and murdered 
by the folaiery. 
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Muftapha refiored . 

*■ 

T HE new vizier David, was To ignorant of every cir- Short 
c Um ftance of the late vizier, that he knew nothing of reign of 
the treaty between the Poles and Of man, when their am- Mujiapb , 
bafiador came to ratify it; which was done under the me¬ 
diation, and at the earneft requeft, of Sir Thomas Roe , the 
Britijh atnbaflador. David hating the new aga of the jani- 

faries be ordered him to be ftrangled, under pretence that 
L heen acceffarv to the death of the brave prince Ko - 


Jie bad been acceiiary to tne aeatn or tne Drave prince A<?- 
reiki, who had been ftrangled in prifon by order of the vizier 
himfelf. The aga’s death again threw the janifaries into a 
ferment, and finding that their re-invefted emperor was 
little better than a vicious ideot, things came to extremity, 
and the whole empire was full of commotions j at Baghdad 
particularly, the captain of the janifaries flew the pafiia, 
burnt the mufti, and all his family, and fet up for an inde- 

u “ . - • nr*t i r r .1 _ 1 


I 


The houfes of the Chrift\ 


ing on the fufferings, the death, and the good qualities of 
♦iipir late emneror. ftraneled the vizier David . in the verv 


ii) ••• — ■ 'J r— * 

ftrangled Oftnan . For Tome 


before-he 


Mulhpha, againft the fpahis, and the populace; but a re¬ 
bellion breaking out in Afia, on account of Of man's death, 
they agreed that he Ihould be depofed. This fentence was 
intimated to him by the new vizier the pallia Hufjeyu , and 
he received it with all the ftupid indifference imaginable. 


Reign of Morad the Fourth, fur named Ghazi. 

T HIS emperor was no more than fourteen years of age who is 

when he was inaugurated, and by his mother’s in- fucce«ded 
ftru&ions, he behaved fo artfully, that the foldiers did not by Morad, 
infift upon their ufual largefles on the creation of a new thefouxth! 
emperor, becaufe of the lownefs of the treafury. His firft 
meafure of government was to put the palha Huffeyu to 
death, and to fubftitute' in his room the palha Haiti, To 
recruit the imperial finances, a tax was laid upon all 
military officers, and the court moft fcandaloufly demanded 
from the Chrijlian ambafiadors a loan of thirty thoufand 
chekins. The infolence of the janifaries, began now fo 
much to difguft the military officers, and in general all the 
great men in the empire, that they had thoughts of joining 
Abaza , the pallia of Erzerum, and the palha of Baghdad , 
who were ftill in arms, to revenge the death of Ofman , while 

a large 
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a large body of Oilmans were cut off by the Critn Tartars,u 
thekofacks, who rebelled likewife, and entering the Bo]pi 
rus , in gallies and large boats, they burnt a great numbcri 

1 r 3 ' M L ~ — C fl * 


brtune better in Hungary 
bv Pjierhafi , the imperia 




5 * 


Peace The vizier Haiti, to gain some reipite, amidst lo man 

with Po- calamities, offered to conclude a new peace with thePs/, 
land and and the Gennans. This did not prevent Abaza , though h 
Germany, was the enemy of the janifaries, from ravaging Anatolk 

and becoming mailer of the city, and province of Bagbdsi 
and then forming his army into four divifions, he took th 
title of {hah, and marched at the head of the firft into Meh 
pot ami a. He lent the fecond into Syria, the third . toward 
the Black Sea, and the fourth to Mecca-, and all the tou 
divifions were victorious againft the Turks. Mir ad, thougl 
voung, gave many fpecimens both of prudence and affinity 
The prime vizier was lent with a great army to befiegi 
Baghdad, and he defeated A baza, in a bloody battle, nezi 
Kayjariya . The fiege of Baghdad was then reaffumed, bin 
AAoracd s general was obliged to raife it with greai 
Jofs. About the year 1626, the famous Bethlem Gabor, tht 
friend cf the Turks, and the enemy of the /.lu/lriam, made 
peace with the latter, to whom he promifed reftitutiot 
of ali the places, and liberty to all the prifoners takency 
the Turks in the 


late war. 


This treaty was approved oi 
vear concluded a treaty with tbt 

The Turks gaining thereby 

whoa 
treaty 


by Moved, who next 
German emperor, at Komorra. 
fome refpite on the fuie of 
Abaza had religned Baghdad, 
with A dor ad ; but the vizier Halil infilling that the renditici 
cf Baghdad Ihould be n preliminary, the propolal came tc 


the Peril 


nothing, and the vizier once more marched to Baghdad,hi 
without fjcccfs, as it was defended by Abaza, who aitei 
a’mott deffreying the Turkijh army, forced the vizier foi 
inamtful retreat. Biorad about the fame time loft 
which was taken by the Grim Tartars-, but they foon leitvr- 
cd it, on promife cf pardon for all that had palled, and 0! 

retaining their khan whom they had chofen. • 

Thevizier The pafha Halil, upon his lam defeat was difpiaced from 
dxfplacedj vizierftiip by Mread, who appointed the pallia lihojign 

to fucteed him, both in his civil and military capacity. Ibt 
new.generul let out with an immenle army, and a mcii 
formidable train of artillery, again it Abaza, whom he be 
iieged in Erxerum, and obliged him to capitulate ; but it v 
doubtful upon what terms. All we know is, that Abazacir< 
to Conjlaniinoble, where, notwithstanding ail his former read 
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he was taken info ereat favour by hi 


orai 


'L an ) mart 


be 
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tuppreftion of Abaza' s rebeinc 
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ion, 


Bojma. The 

left the vizier at liberty to purfue his operations a gain it th 
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Perjians, and he again formed the itege cf Baghdadi 
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Next year he defeated the Perji 


once more formed 


the liege of 


%rbdad, but he was obliged once more to raife it, with 
greater lofs than before. Notwithftanding thofe repeated 
Liles, the vizier had the addrefs to retain his power and credit 
with the emperor; whole difioiute manner of living, was 
the main fpring of all the misfortunes that befel his empire. 
The kofaks renewed their depredations. The new gover¬ 
nor of Eizerum tebtlied, but was fubdued and beheaded. 


if a and Alognefi 


upon by two other 


rebels, one of whom, Elias , made terms with the beglerbeg 

f 4 i ^ i * 4* % i f f % In / v ^ mn *1 /\ ^ /\ /^> /? ' 


cf Anatolia , but, when 


Lon!i 


was 
again 


ftrangled. In the mean while, the vizier, who had 

taken the field again!! the Perjians , was fo ill fupporre„_ 

the Turks met with vaft inlics, !o that Morad was obliged to 
fend a Perjan nobleman, who was his prifoner, to follicit 
peace from rhe (bah of Perjia. 

One of Morad 's brothers-in-law, was now prime vizier; bis fur- 
but having difoblig.ee! the janifaries, he was forced to fend cefiTor be 
them his head, and thofe of the aga of the fpahis, and the headed. 


defterdar, to zppeafe them, and to accept, from them, of a 
new' vizier. The fultan was fenfible, that nothin? could fo 
efrecfually curb the licentioufnels of the foldiers. as his 
finding them employment, and appearing in perfon among 
them. He accordingly ordered them to be daily difciplined, 
and he himfelf afifted in their exercifes. Ev this behaviour 
he became fo popular, that he ventured, without incurring 
any danger, to ftrangle the prime vizier, and to cut ofr the 
heads of the late mutiny. Kis army being thus well difei- 
piined, the beglerbeg of Purnell forced the Perjians to raife 
the liege of Wan , and defeated them in a general engage¬ 
ment. This brought on propofals from Perjia , which were 
accepted of. About the year 1633, peace was renewed 
v/ith the Hungarians and Germans. Morad then turned his Hifiorv of 


arms again!! Amir Fakrodd'm , one of the princes of Fakrod- 
tne Drafeis , who had now become formidable, 
got polfefiion of Sidon. 


and lent again!! 
Tripoli, Tl 


A large 


fleet 


Having din. 


was equipped 


the rebel, under Kapudan , the pafha of 
, ha on his voyage encountered two Englijh 
flips, laden with corn, which was a prohibited commodity ; 
and the Englijhmen , rather than furrender, fought the whole 
‘iurkijh fleet for feveral hours, killed their admiral, with 
gicat numbers of his men, and then blew up their own 
flhps. A great army of Turks being now afiembled again!! 
htaoddin, who was at the head of twenty-five thoufand°men, 
be divided hisarmy into two parts, and putone diviiion under 
ibe command of his eldef! fon Mi, who at firf! defeated the 
J but being overpowered by numbers, he was taken 
pnioner and ftrangled, upon which Fakroddin , and all his 
dominions feii into the hands of Mouul. It is laid, that the 

prifoner 
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prifoner behaved with fo much addrefs, that Morad wasnot 
only inclined to fave him, but took him into fuch a degree 
of favour, as excited the jealoufy of his great men, whore, 
prefenting him as an apoftate from their faith, (for Fakni 
din had turned Chrijlian ), Morad thought proper to p ro ! 
nounce fentence of death upon him, and the unhappy 

Fakroddin was firangled before his face, in the feventieth 
year of his age. 

War with Morad then turned his arms againft Poland, but after his 
Poland, generals had palled the Danube , the Poles cut in pieces a 

body of the Tartar Turks, and received a confiderable check 
from the Polijh kofaks. Notwithftanding this, Aba%n, the 
Turkijh general, hoafted to his mailer of the great exploits 
he had performed, and he was the more readily credited, as 
the Poles bad fent an ambaffador to the porte to negociate 
a peace. Morad at firft treated this ambafTador with infi. 
nite contempt, but being foon convinced of the miftake he 
was under, he put Abaza to death, and fued in his turn to 
Vladijlaus king of Poland, who was with great difficulty pre¬ 
vailed upon to grant it. By this peace, the Turks renounc¬ 
ed all demands of tribute from Poland , and the fultan was to 
confirm fuch way wo ds of Moldavia, and Walachia , as fhoulJ 
be prefented and recommended to them by the Poles. 
Expedi- Morad had receive ! a fhock by lightning falling in his 
tion of room, which is faid to have made fome impreflion upon his 
Morad undemanding ; but at the fame time to have altered his way 

of living. He gave large fums to fuch of his fubjefts as 
had fuffered by a great fire, which had burnt down twenty- 
five thoufand boufes at Covjlantimple j and he allowed the 
Mahometans to drink wine, upon their paying him a duty, 
Perceiving that his empire was expofed to continual danger, 
by the great city of Baghdad being in the polfdlion of the 
Perftans, herefolved to go in perfon againft that city; andac- 
cordingly, in 1634, he marched over into Afta. In his march 
he reduced Revan , but returned to Conjlaniinople without 
attacking Baghdad, leaving his vizier to continue the war 
againft the Perftans. Morad , upon his return, perceivingthe 
bad effects which wine drinking had upon his fubjects, by 
their caballing and murmuring at the lodes of the public, 
he not only difeontinued his licence for felling it, but fhut 
up all the coffee houfes, and prohibited all places of public 
refort from entertaining any company. The affairs of Tran- 
fylvania were at this time in great diforder, and Ragotzii 
prevailed fo as to eftablifh himfelf in the government of that 
country, againft his rival Stephen Bctklem , whole intereft had 
been efpoufed bv Morad. He was then upon a new expe¬ 
dition againft the Perftans , and during his march he lived 
as laborioufly and plainly, as the meaneft foldier of his 
army, making ufe of no other pillow but his faddle. His 
army amounted to near three hundred thoufand men, and 

fitting down before Revan, it was betrayed to Morad by the 

governor. 
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governor, for which great rejoceings were were made at 

7i /2 A Klf A/T/w Si/]* e Arrlfirc 


two of his bro- 


njlantinople* where, . . _ 

:rs, Bajazet and Orchan , had been ftrangled, during his 

^expedition. # 

Morad then penetrated into Perfta, wherehe committed mtoP^Ga 


Perfu 

of his men, and he loft ftill more 


by the country people. 


VI - * / 

who defended the ftrong paffes of the mountains through 
which he was to march. At laft he was obliged to put his 
army into winter quarters, and to return himfelf to Conjlan- 
tinople- Upon his departure, the Perfians rufhing from their 
fortrefles befieged and took Wan , and put all the Oilman 
garrifon to the fword. Two thoufand janifaries revolted to 
the enemy, and a general fpirit of mutiny fpread itfelf all 
over Morad ’s army. The Tartars catched the infection, 
and part of them difowned the fultan’s authority, while the 
Ruffians made themfelves mafters of Afoph , the moft import- 


To 


/ — ~ — '— — — - — w j —m »^ m w V w ^ 

Morad was not wanting in punifhing the viziers, paflvas, 
and great officers, to whofe mifconduct the people imputed 
them; and in the year 1637, he in perfon again laid fiege to 
Baghdad^ and carried it on fo obftinately, that he drove on 
his troops with his drawn feimiter in his hand, and even 
killed his vizier, whom he imagined to be fomewhat back¬ 
ward in his approaches. . In ihorf, during thirty days, an 
inceflant ftorm of bullets was poured upon the city irora 
the Turkijh artillery, which was at laft obliged ro yield 
to Morad's unremitting fury. Above thirty thoufand 
Perfians who had fubmitted to Morad , were bv 


ulician 


his orders 


the fultan’s ears with his art, and who was in the number 
of tnofe who were doomed to die, at laft prevailed with 
hini to put a ftop to the (laughter ; and all who were not 
malfacred were laved. A Turkijh officer who ferved in this 
expedition, wrote an account of it, which was published, 
and which differs in fome particulars from that of the 


tjliam 


the cit 


ufket 


of the vizier- 



The vizier’s fucceffor was Mujiapha 


the firlf Othman that planted , 
walls of Baghdad ; and Morad 


Ti. 


Perfian 


7 


him to complete his 
r Conjlantinopie, where 
He was followed hv 
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rpeCied at nrft, but foon after a treaty was concluded with 
the Or/ 161 "’ ^ Baghdad was to remain in pofleffion of 


'tans. 


Morad then turned his thoughts to a war with the Verse- War wltl 
pf* f° r taking ftxteen Algerine pirate fhips in the port of the /•>*«- 
f ma \. Morad at firft gave orders for the Venetian ambaffa- iism t 
^ at his court, and all his attendants to be cut in pieces. 


it: 
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in revenge of this infult; but he was perfuaded by his nj{. 
nifters to change his fentence into that of imprisoning the 
ambaffao'or in his own houfe ; and the Venetians fubmittin* 
to pay him a fum of monev by way of indemnification, the 
difference was made up. Soon after Morad died, in conse¬ 
quence of a debauch he made with his favourites, which he 
furvived about eleven days. It is faid, he intended to have 
made his favourite Mujlapba his fucceffor in the empire, and 
that he gave orders on his death bed, for putting to death 
bis brother Ibrahim , and the princes of his blood, together 
with all the great officers of the empire, whom he fufpected 
of being enemies to Mujlapba , in whofe arms he expired, 
on the eighth of February 1640. The authority which his 
mother retained during his defperate illnefs, faved Ibrahim 


from the 


bow-ffring, and the intrigues of Morad 
in love with Mufiatka* a handfome youth - 


twenty-five years, faved his life likewife ; and upon his re¬ 
signing the poff of kapudan pafha, cr lord high admiral, he 
was made pafha of Femejvjar , and it is faid, that he was fo 
much affected’ by his mailer's death, that he attempted to 
deffroy himfelf. 

and cha- When we confider Alorad, not only as a free liver but?. 

xader of free thinker, with regard to fuperftition, which is pretty 

Moral. much the fame in all religious, we need not be furpriic-d 

that his memory has been branded with the charge of im¬ 
piety, and difregard to all religion ; and that he has been 
represented as being an habitual drunkard, which led him 
to be guilty of the moil horrid cruelties, and the inoft ridi¬ 
culous extravagancies; in which the Mohcm:ian and Pspijl> 
"writers agree. That thofe charges have been greatly ex* 
aggerated, appears to be more than probable, from the other 
parts of his character, in which writers are equally agreed, 
in all the exercifes of arms, he was the ablell performer in 
his dominions; in the conduct or great affairs, he discover¬ 
ed wonderful flcadincfs and prudence, and he was a 
great and fuccefsful general, often, by his own prefence 
and pcrfcnal conduct, retrieving the miicarriages of his 
generals. He a mailed a inoft amafing trealure, which he 


generals. He am sued a inoft amaling trealure, which he 

« ^ f 1 

left behind liim; and he railed his prerogative to a pitch 
higher than ever it had been known, under the greateft of 
his predeceiiors; and all this before he attained to the thirty* 
fecond year of his age. All thofe circumftances being laid 
together, prove that tins emperor couid not have been the 
furious, frantic lot, that feme hiftorians have reprefer.ted 


re 


prefer.ted 


him to have been ; either perpetually drunk with liquor, cr 

ri irr} n <T sftCr blood. T K <=» nrfc o ^ 1 m rtf»r l a 1 It II f llOfitV 
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raging after blood- T he wcaknefs of the imperial authority 
\viien°he was called to the throne, and the ruined fhuc of 
the public fir.aces, req ire the greateff abilities to retrieve, 
both which he certainly effected. 


f hi 
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'The Reign of Sultan Ibrahim 

S OME circumflances.attending the hiftory of the late Who is 
reign, inftrudl us, that an Oilman emperor is not fo fueeeed- 
arbitrary as he is reprefented, and, that certain forms mulled by 
be gone through before his will can be executed in great Ibrahim. 
matters. As a proof of this, we are to obferve, that though 
ihrd had ordered his brother Ibrahim to be put to death, 
the mufti was obliged to ftgn the fentence, or fofta, before 
it could be carried into execution ; and it was prevented by 
the mother getting it into her pofiefiion. It is equally 
certain, that though Murad , perhaps, in the delirum of his 
jllnefs, wanted to transfer the fucceffion from the blood of 
Otbman , to another family, (it is doubtful whether to 
Mujhpha , or the khan of the Tartars ;) no regard after his 
death was paid to his will. Ibrahim , the only furviving 
prince of the Otbman lime, was at the time of his brother 
Moral's death, immured in a little dark prifon, which he 
barricaded in the infide, when they came to take him out of 
it, in order for his inaugration. His mother’s authority and 
addrefs, had prevailed with the great officers of the empire 
and army, to acknowledge him for the heir of the govern¬ 
ment; and being convinced that they came to reeognife, 
and not to murder him, he gave them admittance. He had 
been a prifoner for four years ; at this time, he was not 
twenty-three years of age ; and when he came abroad, 
through the habit of a continual fedentary life, he appeared 
infirm and aukward. 

The ceremonies of his inauguration being over, he en-Hisdifpo- 
tered the feraglio,where he foon difeovered that he intended, fition. 
by giving a loofe to his natural difpofition, to make himfelf 
amends for his long imprifonment. He had, notwithftand- 
ing his confinement, been allowed to indulge himfelf in the 
ufe of women to an excefs, which had impaired his confti- 
tution, but defire ftill fubfifling, his mother, and his minifler 
the firft vizier, took care to iupply him with every alure- 
ment of beauty that could divert him from bufinefs. IT is 
inclination was turned towards the favourite fultana of his 
brother Morad , but that lady being equally formed for am¬ 
bition as for love, it did not fuit the views of the fultana 
mother, that file fhould gain any afcendency over Ibrahim , 
and fhe chofe to fequefter herfeif in the apartments in the 
feraglio, dellined for the wives of the deceafed fuitans, which 
e en the reigning emperor could not, without the highefl 
breach of decency, invade. 

The firft attention of Ibrahim , or rather his miniftry, Expedi- 
afier matters were fettled at home, was turned towards the hon a- 
\fack Sea> where Aioph was in the hands of the kofaks, who gainlt 
had got together fo great a number of fmall velfels, which Ajtpb, 
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they employed in a&s of piracy, that they interrupted the 
navigation to ConJlantinople , and other parts of the Oilman 
dominions. The kofaks defended the place fo bravely, that 
they baffled and ruined a numerous army fent againft it by 
Ibrahim j but a fecond, headed by the vizier himfelf, advanc¬ 
ing againft it, they applied for proteiftion to the czar of 
Raffia , who had juft made peace with the Turks ? and whofc 
domeftic affairs would not permit him to embroil himfelf in 
the quarrel 5 fo that the kofaks were forced to abandon the 
city, after ruining its fortifications and houfes, and bring¬ 
ing off their valuable effe&s. The Othman miniftry next 
renewed the peace with Perjia , but they failed in a trea¬ 
cherous attempt to furprife the ftrong fortrefs of Raab, in 
Hungary. Mujlapha , the fame, poffibly, who had been the 
favourite of the late reign* was the firft vizier, and afted 
with fuch a fpirit, that he cut off the heads of fedition, par¬ 
ticularly the paihas of Halep , and Kaffa ; fo that the em¬ 
peror fecurely enjoyed his pleafures. It foon appeared, that 
Mujlapha himfelf was only the agent of the fultana mother; 
for when he and the pafha of Kapudan began to affumefome 
airs of independency, they were immediately cut off. The 
khan of the Tartars himfelf, who had been fo powerful in 
the late reign, did not efcape feeling her refentment, for he 
was depofed, after making an unfuccefsful campaign againft 
the Poles. 

The name of the new vizier was Mohammed , who had 
been governor of Damafcus and Beker. The pafha of Rhodes, 
fucceeded to the high port of pafha of Kapudan. However 
indolent the emperor might have been at this time in perfon, 
his minifters feem to have been enterprifing and vigilant. 
Having cleared the Black Sea from py rates, a refolution was 
formed for chaftifing the Maltefe , the Venetians , and the other 
Mediterranean maritime ftates, who had of late made prizes 
of great numbers of rich fhips belonging to Othman fub- 
je&s, and killed fome of the great officers who defended 
them ; particularly the kifiar aga, in his voyage^ to Egypt, 
whither he was bound, in order to avoid becoming the la- 
crifice of court intrigues. As there was peace at this time 
between the porte and the Venetians , the Othman miniftry 
highly refented the fhelter and affiftance which the Malteji 
fhips, who had made all the prizes met with in their ports; 
particularly in thofe of Candia , or Crete , and a refolution 
Was taken in the divan, to employ the whole force of the 
empire in taking that ifland from the Venetians. This refo¬ 
lution was forwarded with great firmnefs, and the moft im* 
penetrable fecrecy, while the emperor’s feraglio appeared 
with fuch a face of gaity, that had it not been for the 
well-timed refolution of Bendijh , the Englijh refident, the 
merchants of his nation trading to ConJlantinople muft have 
been considerable fufferers. That minifter, underffanding 

that many of their goods had been forced from them with¬ 
out 
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oiit payment, ordered lamps of fire to be affixed to the 
mafts of thirteen Englijh {hips, and that they fhould anchor 
under the walls of the feragiio. This was done in confe- 
quence of an eftabliftied cuftom at the Othman court, by 
which every man, who, with fire upon his head demands 
an audience of the emperor, mull be admitted to it; and 
the vizier underftanding the meaning of the application, 
chofe to fatisfy the EngliJ). >, by paying them their demands, 
without carrying their complaints farther. 

The Venetians were no Arrangers to the vaft: warlike pre- War with 
parations carried on by the porte, and though they were the Vene- 
pretended to be defigned againft Malta , yet their baillo, for tians, 
fo their refident at the Othman court was called, foon faw 
by the manner in which he was denied an audience of the 
vizier, that the florin was to fall upon his republic. On 
ihelaft of April 1645, the Othman fleet fct fail. It confided 
of feventy-three gallies, with eight more from Barbary , one 
great galleon, two galliafles, and twenty two prefled (hips ; 
befides a vaft number of lefter (hips, which ferved as trans¬ 
ports, and the whole took on board fifty thoufand timmariots, 
common foldiers of different nations, fourteen thoufand 
fpahis, feven thoufand janifaries, and three thoufand pioneers. 

Upon their failing, war was declared againft the republic of 
Venice, and their ambafiador was. feized and imprifoned. 

Though the Venetians had then a good fleet at fea, yet it 
was unable to withftand fo powerful an armament. They 
applied for affiftance to the pope, and other Chriftian princes, 
who at laft fent them reinforcements, but too late to be of 
effeftual fervice againft fo formidable an enemy, and to com- 
pleat their misfortunes, a very bad underftanding fubfifted 
among their commanding officers. The Turks landed about 
the middle of 'June in Candia , defeated feveral bodies of the 
Vcnctianso who ppofed them, and {formed with a great 
{laughter of the befieged, the town of Kar:ea y which was 
reckoned to be the fecond place of ftrength and importance 
in the ifland. Next year, the Ve?ietian general was killed in 
defending Retina y which was likewife taken by th e Turks; 
while the diflentions amongft: the Chriflian officers arofe to 
fuch heights, that inftead of fighting the Turks , they appear¬ 
ed prepared to fight one another j fo that the infidels met 
with very little refiftance in becoming mafters of all the 
ifland, the capital,which was likewife called Candia , except¬ 
ed. Morojini was then admiral of the Venetians , and a brave, 
experienced officer. Arriving off Candia with a fleet of 
twenty-two capital {hips, and finding that the infidels could 
not.be drawn out of their harbours to fight him, he directed 
his courfe to the Dardanels , thinking that the danger of 
Conftantinople might bring on a general engagement. Find¬ 
ing this expedient unfuccefsful, he returned to Candia ; and 
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men upon the ifland. All that the Venetians could then do 
was to endeavour to intercept the infidel fleet in its return* 
but in this attempt likewife, they were unfuccefsful, and 
the brave Morojini loft his life. To counterbalance thofe 
misfortunes, the Venetians were fuccefsful in Dalmatia 
where they defeated the Turks , and took feveral towns, but 
loft great part of their fleet by ftorms. 

Revolu- In the mean while, a great and unexpe&ed revolution 
tion at happened at Conflantinople . The minifter there, with the 
Conjlanti- fultana mother, called generally the fultana Valide , at their 
ncplt. head, found their account in keeping the emperor, totally 

immerfed in the pleafures of the feraglio, which he carried 
to the moft extravagant lengths; and at laft, a procurefs, 
whom he employed in his amours, gave hirn hopes of 
enjoying the daughter of the mufti, of whom he was 
paffionately fond, and who was efteemed to be the greateft 
beauty of the empire. Ibrahim propofed to her father to 
make her his wife ; but the old man knew that as the em¬ 
pire was already heired by his other wives, that honour fig. 
nified nothing, efpecially as he was no ftranger to the levity 
and inconftancy of the emperor. The mufti returned him 
an evafive but refpeitful anfwer ; and, by bis private order, 
the young lady reje£fed the prepofition of marriage, and 
proved herfelf to be fuperior to all the infamous arts made 
ufe of by the fultan’s agents to feduce her virtue. Ibrahim , 
determined to enjoy her, employed force, and, having grati¬ 
fied his brutal inclinations, he fent her home to her father 
with difgrace. The mufti, who was a man of fenfe and refo- 
lution, was at no lofs how to proceed in being revenged. He 
opened himfelf to the pafha Mohammed. , and to the aga of 
the janifarics, whom he convinced, that Ibrahim , being as 
vicious as he was weak, they could have no fafetybutby de- 
where pofing him. The fultana Valide , was no ftranger to thefub- 
Ibrahim je6t of their confutations, and frankly owned that her fon 
is depof. was incapable of governing, and that fhe would readily 
ed. agree to his being depofed, provided he might be permitted 

to enjoy his life in a private ftation. As the vizier Aland 
had been the chief inftrument employed in the unworthy 
actions of the emperor, particularly in the rape of the 
mufti’s daughter, he was ftrangied, and the janifaries oblig¬ 
ed Ibrahim to give the ftandim (for fo the office of vizier is 
called) to the pafha Mahommecl. 

The circumftances of the depofition of Ibrahim , were very 
formal, and proved what we have hinted at, that there is a 
Jaw in the Othman empire, fuperior to the will of the fultan. 
This feems to arife from the conftitution of the old califat, 
in which the temporal was fubordinate to the religious au¬ 
thority in the fame fovereign, not without a mixture of po¬ 
pular interpolation upon great occafions. The janifarics 
having carried their point in a vizier, demanded in gene¬ 
ral terms, whether a fool and a tyrant might not be depoled 

from 
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from the government. _ The mufti, after real or afFecled 
deliberation, anfwered in the affirmative ; upon which the 
affembly required him as the judge and interpreter of the 
Jaw of their prophet, to fummon the emperor to appear next 
day in perfon, at the divan, that it might be known whe¬ 
ther he was capable of adminiftring j office to his people. 

A fefta, by way of fummons, v/as accordingly made out, 
and carried to the emperor, who tore it to pieces, as it im¬ 
plied, that he was by his religion, under an obligation of 
obeying it. He was proceeding to extremities, when the 
mufti hearing what had happened, fent him another and a 
higher fefta, declaring that every perfon, even the fultan him- 
felf, who did not obey the law of God, ceafed to be a true 
believer, and, by becoming a kafre or infidel, he had forfeit¬ 
ed his dignity, ipfo fadfo, and was no longer fit to govern. 

Ibrahim knew fo little of the meafures that had been taken Hisdeath; 
for his depofition, that, turning to his vizier, he ordered 
him to bring him the mufti’s head, and, by not being in- 
ftantly obeyed, he was given to underftand, that he was no 
longer in a condition to command ; upon which, all his fpi- 
rits forfook him, and he fled to his mother for prote&ion 
and advice. Her intrepidity did not abandon her upon this 
trying occafion. She boldly faced the janifaries, and the 
other infurgents, who had by this time broken tumulruoufly 
into the palace, and prevailed with them to offer no violence 
to the perfon of their fovereign, but to fuffer him to return, 
under a guard, to his former place of confinement; where, 
growing impatient and furious, he was, a few days after, 
ltrangled, by order of the new government, as is moft pro¬ 
bable, on the feventeenth of Jhigujly 1648. His chara&er 
was that of a ftupid, capricious, voluptuous prince, with¬ 
out having, fo far as we know, a fingle good quality to coun¬ 
terbalance his bad ones. 



<Ihc Reign of Mohammed IV. 

T H E late emperor, Ibrahim , left nine fons ; of whom 

Mohammed .whofe mother was the daughter of a 
Greek prieft, Solcyman and Jichmet , were fucceffively emper¬ 
ors. Mohammed at the time of his fucceflion, was no more 
than feven years of age;'and, by the arrangements of the 
government, it fufficienily appears that the confpirarors had 
perfeaiy well (fudied the nature of the cataftrophe they had 
«Haed, as well as the future diftribution of imperial power. 
This feems to have been owing to the great talents of Me- 
remedy furnamed Kioprili , the founder of a celebrated family 
oithe fame name; all of them men of extraordinary genius 

for government, and afterwards, long filling the highefl 
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places in that of the Ottomans. He had on account of his 
poverty, which his countrymen attributed to his integrity, 
been overlooked in the ftorms that fell upon the pafhas ia 
the late reign ; and though he had been preferred by the 
fadbion which dethroned Ibrahim , yet he was fo far from 
approving of their conduit or principles, that he refolved 
to lofe no opportunity of cutting them off. A regency of 
twelve perfons, at the head of which was the fultana Valid: 
had been, appointed to manage the government before' the 
death of Ibrahim , till the young emperor fhould come of 
age. Kioprili s firft care was to replenifh the treafury, and 
the fultana Valide , well knowing that a foreign, efpecially a 
Chrijlian , war, was the only means that could work off the 
bad humours, and infolence of the foldiery, who made the 
ffreets of Conjlantinople run with blood, it wasrefolved to 
continue that with the Venetians. Its threatre was very 
extended, for it lay not only in Canclia , but in Dalmatiaj 
Bofnia , Albania , and the Morea, and in fhort all over the 
AJiatic poffeffions of that republic. Hitherto it had been 
carried on in general to the difadvantage of the Turks, but 
the diftraitions of the empire far from obliging the new 
regency, as the Venetians hoped for, to reflore peace, deter¬ 
mined them to continue the war with more vigour than 
ever. The fame fpirit pufhed them on to fend fecret orders 
to their pafhas to begin hoftilities in Hungary , where they 
were beat by the imperialifts with difhonour, and the palha 


of Buda made prifoner. 

The 

obj e£L 


new regency 

The command 


made the Candian 


their chief 


of it had been 


war 

committed to the 


pafha Huffeyit , who gained fevcral important advantages,but 
loft them all, upon the arrival of fix hundred men, and 
iixty knights from Malta , and HuJJeyus army begun to be 
reduced to diftrefs for provifions. 'i bis was occalioncd by 
the Venetian fleet having blocked up that of the Othmsu 
in the Dardanelles ; hut winter obliging the former to with-, 
draw, the army in Candia foon received fupplics of provi¬ 
fions. In the beginning of the year 16yi, no fewer than 
eleven hundred fail, of all kinds, loaded with men, ammuni¬ 
tion, and provifions failed for the ufe of the Othmans in 
Candia , where they landed with a trifling lofs, though pur- 
fued by the Venetian fleet. This armament, joined to that 
already in Candia , encouraged the Turks to provoke the 
Venetians to two fea engagements, in which the infidels were 

Thofe 


beaten, and loft 


the greateft 


part of their fleet. 


difafters occafioned a mutiny among the Othman land troops, 
and it fcarccly was iuppreffed, when an account came of 
two rebellions breaking our, one in Damafcus , and the other 
at Grand Cairo. This embarraffed the Turks fo much that 
the Venetians had leifure to fend inch reinforcements to their 
troops in Candia , as changed the opperaiions there, from a 

fiege 
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f,ege to a campaign. The Othmans were equally indufl 
o/their part to repair their Ioffes, and in the year 162^, in 
engagement with the Venetians off the Dardanelles^ 
Turks loff fix thoufand men, and (even fhips of war, Viot- 
witbftanding which their kapudan paffn. forced his way to 

where he landed twelve thoufand frelh 
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Candia , 


. troops, 

the Venetians gave a new defeat to the Otbman 
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Next year, 

fleet, which increased the public difeontent fo much, that 
viziers, pafhas, admirals, governors and generals, were every 

or difplaced, throughout all 


flay ftrangled 


parts of the 


re 


empire. 

the regency, notwithftanding all thofe difgraces, cor.tinu- State of 
ed firm, and perhaps were fecretly not difpleafed, at feeing P fFairs at 
fo many turbulent fpirits removed. Far from being Con/fan - 
humbled, when the Venetians offered to treat of peace, they tinople. 

jefted ail terms in which the entire furrender of Candia * 
was not made a preliminary. All hopes of peace thus va- 
nifning, the merchants and tradefmen of Conjiantinotsle rofe 
tumultuoufly, forced the regency to renew the negotiation, 
and put the grand vizier to death for oppofmg them. It 
appears, as if the mutineer factions had perfuaded the ful- 
tan 

age, 


though he could not then be above twelve years of 
to take the reins of government into his own hands. 
The negotiation for peace being renewed, the Othmans de- 
demanded an immoderate fum to defray the expences of the 
war, which broke off the treaty anew. To add to the 
public mifortuncs of the ftate, the janifaries, and lpahis, 
though in every other refpett oppofite to one another, unit¬ 
ed in their remonftrances againft a maritime war, in which 
fo many of their countrymen had already miferably perifhed; 
fo that when the new grand vizier, who had been pafha of 
d'isj'p0 , and had been indefatigable in recruiting the Turkijh 
marine, ordered them to embark, they refufed to obey him, 
and haughty as he was, he was obliged to purchafe their 
compliance by advancing them four months pay. Their 
fellows at Conjiauiinople were not fo traflable. Perceiving 
the maritime war ftiil to be continued, they in a manner 
took the government into their own hands, depofed the 
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the ftate, and threatened even to dethrone the fultan if they 
were oppofed. Mohammed , young as he was, found means 
to quell this (edition ; and being fenfible of the neceffity of 
having a man of abilities and authority to be his firft mi- 
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this while, the moft incredible efforts 


War 


. were making for the Vene h 

fitting out from all the ports of the empire, a greater naval tiant, 
armament than ever. It confided of fixty gallies, twenty- 
eight (hips, and nine galleailes ; by which we are to under- 
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Though the Venetian fleet was far inferior in force to this 
yet their men were incomparably better Tailors, and they lay 
at the mouth of the Dardanelles , waiting for the Turk], 
whom they attacked, and deftroyed all their large armament, 
excepting eighteen galleons. After this, the Venetians eafily 
became mafters of ' Tenedos , and Lemnos , and gave many 
other fevere blows to the Turkijh marine. 

It appeared on this occafton, that the fpirit of the Othman 
government was as unfubmitting as its refources were in. 
exhauftible; for when the Venetians again fignified their 
wiilingnefs to come to an accommodation, notwithftanding 
the great advantages they had obtained, Mohammed de¬ 
manded, that all Candia fhould be delivered up to him, with 
three millions of crowns for the expences of the war. This 
obftjrucy was far from being agreeable to the common 
people, who now felt the price of bread raifed by the in¬ 
terruption which the Venetians {hipping gave to their tranf- 
portniions by fea. Mohammed and his new grand vizier, 
finding that there was no end of concefiions, a 61 ed now 
with a becoming intrepidity : the ernperor himfelf mounted 
his horfc, and being arrended by his vizier, and fuch of his 
guards ns continued firm in their allegiance, no fooner did 
he appear in public than he won the hearts of the populace. 
He proceeded to the moft mutinous parts of the city, where 
in his own prefence, the boldeft of the infurgents were 
dragged to juftice, and executed. In the mean while, 
orders were imied for retaking Tenedos , and Lemnos , which 
was effected with great lofs, by the Turks , and entirely 
quelled, for a fhort time, the fpirit of mutiny at Conjian- 
tinople. Mohammed, encouraged by thofe fuccefles and dif- 
pofltions, ordered frefti levies to be made, and that his army 
fhould rendezvous at Adrianoplc, from whence he proposed 
to march at their head into Dalmatia , to drive the Venetians 
out of that province. 

It appears as if, at this time, the pafha of Aleppo, who 
was remapakably ambitious and turbulent, had formed a 
deftgn to be at the head of the government, and perhaps to 
dethrone the emperor. Kioprili fufpe&ing thofe defigns, no 
fooner arrived at s.Idrianople , than he put the pafha’s brother 
to death, on pretence of his not being pun&ual at the time 
of the rendezvous. The pafha was then at the head of 
forty thoufand men, with whom he immediately marched 
towards Scutari , burning and deftroying the country when¬ 
ever he came ; and his army being now increafed to feverity 
thoufand men, he alarmed Conjlantinople itfelf; demanding 
at the fame time, that the heads of Kioprili , and four other 
counfellors fhould be fent him. To give fome colour or 
juftice to his proceedings, he proclaimed a young man, 
whom he carried along with him, emperor of the Othmans , 
pretending him to be the lawful fon of the late fultan Morad. 

Tiiis increafed his army to a more formidable number than 

ever, 
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<v cr, and the grand vizier marching in perfon againft him, 

^vas defeated, with the lofs of all his artillery and baggage; 
but not being purfued, he rallied the broken remains' of his 
army, and in a few days was joined by the fultan himfelf. 

Various expedients were then propofed for an accommoda¬ 
tion, the imperial army being now as ftrong as the rebels. 

The palha agreed to treat, Mortaza the pallia was nominat¬ 
ed by the emperor to be his plenipotentiary on the occafion. 

Mot taza bad the addrefs, under pretence of refpedt for the 
imperial authority, not only to withdraw his army during 
the negotiation, but to treat in a retired place, where he 
had fome men ambufhed, who fuddenly fell upon the palha, 
and ftrangled him, and feventeen of his friends, whom he 
had brought along with him to be witneffes of the accom¬ 
modation. The palha’s army hearing of the fate of their 
general, in whom all their hopes were centered, immediate¬ 
ly loft all courage, and quietly difperfed themfelves. 

Kioprili difeovered, or pretended to difeover, that other Great 
great men of the empire had abetted the pallia in his rebel- men ere 
lion, which gave him a pretext to take off their heads, and cuted. 


Huffcy 


His 


fufpicions feem not to have been without grounds, for the 


f Alepp 


Kioprili 


acted with fo much addrefs, and knew fo well how to place 
his money, that this infurre£tion came to nothing likewife„ 

This year, by the advice of Kioprili , the forts at the mouth 
of the Dardanelles , called the Queen Mother's caftle, were 
built, by which the important communication between the 
Propontis and the Black Sea were fecured. 

Kioprili , by the above, and many other bloody feverities, War in 
which he exercifed upon the great men of the empire, Hungary, 
ftruck terror into all his opponents, while his own a£tlve 
dilpofttion, though he was now far advanced in years, and 
the abilities of his fon, which were luperior to his own, 
fecured to him the affe&ions of his mafter. By this time, 
the flames of war had ipread to Germany , and the grand 
vizier marched in perfon to Belgrade , where falling fick, he 
was carried back to Adrianople , but gave.fuch directions to 
the general of the ‘Turks in Hungary, and Tranjytvania , that 
he took IVaradin , and made feveral other important con- 
quefts in thofe countries, and would have taken Claufemburg 
lilcewife, had it not been relieved by general Schrneidau. All 
this while the war feemed to languifh in Candia, on the In 
of the Turks. Four thoufand French auxiliaries had been Cent 
after the peace of the Pyrenefe, into that ifland, where they 
reduced fome places ; but were repulfed before Kanea, and 
indeed, the fituation of the empire did not at this time fuffer 
the Qthman government to make the reduction of Candia 
its chief object. This year, viz. 1661, old Kioprili funk 
under age and fatigue, arid not only obtained permiflion 

F a from 
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from the grand fignior, that his fonfhould be aflociated with 
him in the vizierfhip, but that he fhould fucceed him in the 
fame, which he did on the very day his father died. Hi 


A rn val of 


firft care, was to remove from his malrer s court and coun¬ 
cils, all whom he fufpe&ed to be diffatisfied with his admi- 
niflration, among whom was the mufti, whom he banifhed 
to Gallipoli. Thofe precautions could not be taken without 
relaxing the war againft the Venetians , who thereby obtained 
fome advantages over the Oilmans. 

In the year 1662, the earl of IVinchelfea arrived as his 
an E nghjh Britannic m a jelly’s ambafiador at the porte, where he met 
ambaf- with a mofl magnificent, and indeed cordial, reception ; and 
iador at obtained feveral favours from the emperor and his minifters, 
Con/Jan- in behalf of the Er.glijb nation, whole flips had been com- 
tinople . plained of by the Algerines. 

Rebellion All the cares of Kioprili at this time, were employed in 
of Msr- fecuring to his mafter his pleafures, particularly that of 
taza. hunting, in which he was fo extravagant, that he often em¬ 

ployed above thirty thoufand men to find him game. So 
intent was he upon this diverfion, that he left the affairs of 
government entirely to his vizier, who proceeded with great 
Severity againft all, whom he either knew, or fufpedled to 
be, his enemies. Having reafons for being diftatisfied with 
Mortaza , the paflia of Baghdad, he obliged him to take re¬ 
fuge with one of the heads of the Kurds , who was his 
father-in-law j but, before the vizier could reduce him, a 
revolution happened in Georgia. Alter Azerwn had been 
fubdued by the emperor Soleymau , the government of Georgia 
was parcelled out under feven princes, of whom three were 
to be tributary to the Ottomans, and three to the Perf.ans ; 
but the whole to be immediately fubjetSl to A chick Pafs, who 
was to pofiefs the feventh divifion, without being fubjeclto 
either power. This prince dying, his wife took a fecond 
hufband, whom in prejudice of her fon, fhc railed to til 


e 


War with 


throne 5 but his authority was difowned by the three Pcrjlan 
provinces, who chofe another head, as did the three Otbmn 
like wife; but both parties at la ft fixed upon the choice of 
another prince, and thofe troubles fuhfided. Kioprili being 
thus at liberty to purfue his revenge upon Mortaza, he gave 
orders for befieging him in Z izri, a fortrefs belonging to the 
Zidi Kurds, who at firft defeated the Turks, but being after¬ 
wards overpowered, they {truck, off Mortaza s head, to fave 
themfelves from being put to the fword. 


arms 


The vizier then had leifure to turn his mailer’s 
againft the ChrijUans , but before he took the field he punifh- 
ed fome of them, for having, againit his orders, repaned, or 
rebuilt fome of their churches, that had been burnt down at 
Con/fautinople , and reformed feveral abufes that had been in¬ 
troduced in the coin bv the Ifezvs, and Armenians. War 


wa.-. frill going on with the Venetian-, who this year did con¬ 
siderable damage to the Turkijh navigation, by taking, or 

destroying 
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aeftroying a very rich fleet, bound for Alexandria. As the 
emperor °of Germany knew that great preparations were 
making by the porte againft his dominions ; he endeavoured 
to enter into a negotiation with the pafha of Buda , but in 

all the conferences, which had advanced very far, 
broke up, and the fultan in pcrfon, attended by his vizier, 
took the field, and ordered the Tartars , who were at this 
time at war with the cofaks, to furnifh them with a hundred 
theufand men. The grand army arriving at the Danube , 
its van was attacked in pafling that river, by Forgatz , the 
governor of New Heufel , but his party were furrounded and 
cut in pieces ; and the Turks then invefted New Hcufcl. 

This place then made a very gallant defence, and the Turks 
arefaid to have loft fifteen thoufand of their beft troops, in 
the feveral defperate, but onfuccefsful, afiaulrs they gave 
it for forty-three days. At Iaft, in the month of September , 
one of the powder magazines blew up, which obliged the 
befteged to furrender the place, after making an honourable 

capitulation. 

The brave count Serini , one of the Hungarian generals, en- Actions 
deavoured to ftop the progrefs of the Turks , who were now of count 
ravaging Stiria , and Croatia', but his force being very incon- Serini 
fiderable, he could not prevent their becoming mafters of 2gain(lthe 
Lcvantz , and Novogcrcdc, and then taking up their winter lurks 
quarters at Belgrade . In the fpring of the year 1664, Serini , 
who, inconfiderable as his force was, had given the Turks 


feveral checks, was at the head of twenty-five thoufand 

took Berzenkhe , and Bakokza , and defeated a larue 


men, 

body 

ether 


of the infidels ; befides obtaining over them 


many 



L 

ft 

/ O * O ' " 

if, upon the approach of a large body of the infidels. This 
encouraged the vizier to beliege Serinfwar , but his party 
was intercepted by the count de Serini , who killed two 
hundred of them, and took a great number of prifoners. 

It appears, as if a very bad underftanding at this time, fub- 
fifted between Serini , and the other imperial generals, par¬ 
ticularly Montecuculi , for when the former had laid fiege to 
Lmjfia, Montecuculi refufed to fupport him, fo that he was 
obliged to retreat with lofs to Serinfwar , a fortrefs belonging 
tohimfelf, which was immediately invefted, taken, and razed 
to the ground by the Turks , 
of the injuries don 
fell from their army. 

On the other fide, Nitra , and Levcniz, were recovered by in Ihtn- 
count Sufe, another imperial general, who defeated two gevy. 
armies ot Turks , each confifting of fourteen thoufand men. 

ae infidels endeavoured to retake Leventz, but they were 
f'E’tatcd with great (laughter by count Sufc , and befides 

u cir artillery, baggage, and pro- 


whil 


Serini , 


in refentment 


him by the imperialifts, feparated him- 


T 

i ' 


-- vruu m vov lino i 

fix theufand men, loft all 




vifiens. 
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vifions, to a vaft amount. In this battle, the imperially 
gave no quarter to any but feven hundred Moldavian r, and 
Walachians , who having inlifted in the Turkijh army ’ Were 

punifhed as traytors and deferters, by being hanged with 
their mufkets flung round their fhoulders. Count Sufi 
after this, reduced Barkan ; but all thofe were only detacft 
cd a&ions, for the two grand armies under the vizier, and 
Montecuculi , had fpent the fummer in obferving one ano- 
ther’s motions. At laft, on the firfl: of Auguft “, the vizier 
lent half his army over to Raah , with an intention to brin» 
over the other half in perfon. Montecuculi before this could 
be effected, attacked the divifion that had palled with great 
fury, and the waters abating during the battle, the reft of 
the infidel army were pafling over, when Montecuculi , f um . 
moning all his ftrength, attacked the janifaries, and fpahis 
with fo much fury, that they were entirely routed, with the 
Jofs of fixteen thoufand men killed, or drowned in their 
flight. Sixteen pieces of cannon, the grand vizier’s Hand- 
ard, and one hundred and twenty-fix colours, five thoufand 
feimitars, and a great number of horfes were taken. In 
fhort, this was looked uoou as being the moft complete de¬ 
feat that the Turks had ever received in Hungary. Thelofs 
of the Chriftians amounted to about three thoufand men. 

The lofs of this battle difpofed the Turks as much as the 
imperialifts had been before, towards a peace. The dif- 
appointment, which their mighty expe&ations had received 
from their difgrace, as well as defeat, produced a mutiny in 
their camp, which might have proved fatal to Kioprili, had 
he not convinced the troops that his pafling the 
which the Turks looked upon as being ominous, was owing 
to the emperor’s exprefs commands, and that he had always 
difapproved of it. A treaty was then let on foot, and con¬ 
cluded in the following terms. That Tran/yhania re¬ 
main with its ancient limits and privileges, under the com¬ 
mand of prince Michael Apafi. That the emperor of Ger¬ 
many have liberty to fortify both Gutta , and Nitra. That 
the Turks (hall not alter, or innovate any thing on the con¬ 
fines of Hungary, or any other part bordering on the em¬ 
peror’s dominions. That Apafi pay fix hundred thoufand 

" ~ e, for cxpences of the war. 

the two provinces of Z at mar , and Zaboli, granteJ to Ra - 

imperial majefty during life, return again to 
o which neither the prince of Traniyhnm , 

That the 


dollars to the Othman Port> 


That 


gotzki , by his 
the emperor, to 

much lefs the Othman Porte , fliall ever pretend, 
ilrong caflle of Zeckelhyd , which revolted from the emperor, 
be demoliflied, in regard, neither party will relinquifh his 
right thereunto, 
the Turks 


That Vara din , and New Hetjel , lemainto 
having conquered them by force of their own 
That for confirmation of this peace, ambafiadors be 


A peace arms, 
concluded interchangeably fent with pic fonts' of equal value. 


TO 
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This peace gave equal fatisfadion to both parties. The 
G'rrnon emperor had many reafons arifing from his own 
family and affairs in Europe , and the vizier Kioprili , or Jh- 
iid as he is called, befides the violent paflion which his 
army expreffed to be led back to their own country, knew 
that he had many powerful enemies about his mafter’s per- 
fon who were endeavouring to ruin him. Vaft rejoicings 
were made on both Tides, and it was refolved that the in¬ 
terchanging of ambaffadors fhould take place the following 

It feems evident, that by concluding this peace, 

Kioprili (hewed himfelf a greater politician, than either his 
enemies at his mafter’s court, or the minifters of the Euro¬ 
pean courts ; becaufe, had the imperialifts purfued their 
blow, they might not only have recovered all Hungary , but 
have prelcrved Candia to the Venetians , which was of the 
u'rir.oft confequence at that time, to the common caufe of 
chriftendom. But above all, he (hewed wonderful abilities 
jn managing his mafter Mohammed , who being difguifted at 
the frequent tumults that had happened at Conftantinople , 
had retired to Jdriauople . Kioprili , had the addrefs to per¬ 
vade him, that his late defeat and difguft was owing to the 
fpirit of mutiny, which had poffeffed his troops, who were 
impatient to return to Klfia, and had been juftly chaftifed for 
their difobedience, and that the conquefts he had made of 
Kew Heujel , and Novigrad , and which were entirely owing 
to his valour, more than overballanced all his Ioffes. But 
his chief argument for the peace, was the expediency and 
neceffity the porte was under, of turning the whole force 
of its arms againft Candia ; the redudion of which, was 
of infinite more confequence to the glory of the Othman 
empire, than that of all Hungary could be. Thefe reafons 
appeared fo plaujfible to Mohammed , that he received Kioprili 
into a greater degree of favour than ever. 

By this time, Adohammed had a fon by his favourite wife, Conduft 
which put him upon the execrable expedient of difpatch' of Kioprili 
ing his brother. It appears however, as if this fratricide, if 
committed, muft have been warranted by the fefta of the 
mufti, who refufed to grant it on account of the weaknefs 
nefs of the Othman line. Kioprili , was then at Belgrade , to 
which place he fent for his mother, on pretence of teftify- 
ing his filial piety, but in reality to obtain information con¬ 
cerning the itate of affairs at court, which (he perfedly un¬ 
der flood, being one of the moft artful women in the empire, 
and a moft ufefulagent for her fon about the perfon of the 
emperor; with whom (he was a great favourite. Kioprili 
remained at Behrsds till the arrival of A'lohammcd Bey , pafha 
of R omelia , who had been nominated by the fultan for his 
amhafiador to the court of Vienna , and upon the arrival of 
count Lejley , who was nominated ambaffador on the part of 
the emperor, at Belgrade , he let out with that nobleman for 
ddrianspley where he was received in a manner more ho- 

hourable. 
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ncurable, and affectionate, than ever had been known to 
be expreffed by an Othman emperor to a fubject. Kioprili 
by this time, had ordered great bodies of troops to defile 
towards Dalmatia , and acted with l'uch exquifite policy 
that, leaft his having laid the blame of his defeat at the 
Raab, fhould come to his matter’s ears, he perfuaded him to 
pardon all the mutineers, and to forgive all that palled 
•while they on the other hand were filent, as to the tranfac- 
tion, being fenfible to what motive they owed their lives. 
About the fame time, the Genocfe renewed their treaty of 
commerce with the porte, nonvithftanding all the oppoii- 
tion it met with from the French ambaffador. 


rprili employed the fhor 


now obtained from 


war, in making moft arnav.ing preparations for the reduc¬ 
tion of Canclia , where the Othinans ftill preferved their foot¬ 
ing, but without being able to matter the capital, which 
was reckoned one of the ttrongeft cities in the world. 
Kioprili charged hitnfelf with the execution of this expedi- 
lion ; but that they might proceed with fome fliew of mo¬ 
deration, he fent for Balarino , the Venetian minifter at the 
porte, and demanded from him, the furiender of Camlio , 
letting him know at the fame time, that fhould his matters 
refufe to comply, he was refolved to employ ail the force of 
the empire againtt it. All the anfwer Balcmino could re urn 

was, that he fhould communicate the demand to his malEis. 
Kiotril, in the mean while, omitted nothing that could fe- 
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cur 


the peace of the empire, during his abfence on the 
Candian expedition. He eompofed fome difturbances that 
had arifen in Egypt \ he perfuaded his matter to return to 
Co'iflantincple , where he was received with great joy, and 
every thing that had patted was forgiven It is remarka¬ 
ble, that the hearts of Mohammed, and his vicier were fo 
much fe? on the reduction of Caudio, that, ieniible of their 
own inferiority by fca to the Venetians, < hey applied to the 
earl of Winchcljca , to take into their pay fifteen Enghjl) fhips 


of 


war 


but his excellency loon convinced them, that his 
m after being then at war With tllC Dutch , could not then 
comply with their requett, and his apology was accepted of. 
U'.Ptorv of Every thing being now ready, Kioprili leaving proper 

about his matter, embarked for Canclia , where he 


oerfons 


Sabatai 

Si ov, r'ne landed, and put his 
iuipoitor, 


or. 


5 men into winter quarters, i ms gives 
us an opportunity of mentioning one the boldeft impofturcs, 
that ever employed the pen of imrory. A young Jew, 
Solatia Sevu the fon of a broker, at Smyrna, having been 
baniuied that city for a tumult, had wandered through 
many parts of Aha, and at jfcnjalem he met one Nothin , 
when it was 2greed upon between them, that Scvi fhould act 
the part of the meflinh of the j'c-yjs, and Nathan , that of his 
prophet. It would have been impottible for them to have 
iucceeded in this frantic clcttgn, without being thcmfelvcs 
poffeffed of a certain decree of enthufiafm. 


At Gazci) both 


imp 
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jmpoftors began their operations, and Nathan announced 
the million of the fham meiTiah. It happened on account 
offome cabaliftical jargon about numbers, that great ex¬ 
pectations had been railed among the Jews in general, con¬ 
cerning the mighty events that were to happen in favour of 
the Jews, during 1666; and thofe ridiculous notions had 
gathered ftrength by time. Ssvi^ who, during the courfe 
of his wanderings, had been guilty of fome amorous extra¬ 
vagances, was perfectly well qualified for the part he was to 
aft, being pofTefTed of a graceful perfon, a fluent tongue, and 
a winning deportment. Nathan performed his part fo well, 
that he loon brought the Jews of Gaza to believe in his 
meffiah ; and moving from thence to Jerusalem , he convert¬ 
ed all his countrymen there, into the belief that their king¬ 
dom was to be reftored by Sevi 9 and all the Syrian Jews 
followed their example. The impcftors were even fo 
daring, as to pretend that they would pluck the crown from 
Mohammed's head, before the end of the year, and their 
followers left off all kind of bufinefs, but that of repeating 
portions of feripture, predicting the approaching reign of 
their meffiah. 

Nathan chofe twelve of their followers at Damafcus , to 
prefide over the twelve tribes of Ifrael , while Sevi vifited 
Smyrna , where he had intereft enough to procure thofe who 
did not credit his million to be turned out of the fynagogue; 
and the wealth of his nation, which was excefiive, was laid 
at his feet for his acceptance. This was perhaps, the true 
reafon why the reign of this impoftor lafted fo long, it 
being in Sevi*s power to gratify the Turkift) governors with 
bribes, which they are feldom proof agai.nft. Being carried 
before the cadi, or criminal judge of Smyrna , he was dif- 
miffed without hurt, which was attributed to his divinity ; 
and many of his followers fwore to miracles that he had 
performed, and had recourfe to the moft improbable fictions 
in his- favour. Even fome of his moft violent adverfaries 
were converted, and Sevi iffued his mandates with all the 
majefty of a prieft and a prince. To perform his promife, 
he fet out for Conjiantinople , and arrived there with great 
numbers of his followers, juft at the time that Kioprili 
was about to embark on his Cav.dian expedition; and this 
feems to have faved his life, for all that the vizier had time 
to do, was to order him to be clapped up in prifon. His 
fufferings redoubled the zeal of his adherents, who were 
fuffered for money to throw themfeives at his feet, while he 
was in chains. This gainful traffic was too enticing for his 
jailors to difeontinue it, and fo infatuated were the Jews at 
Conjiantinople , that they refufed to pay their juft debts with¬ 
out his order $ which at the requeft of the Englijh merchants 
be granted them. It was now dangerous for the govern¬ 
ment to continue him longer at Conjiantinople , but for the 
reafons we have hinted at, inftead of. being put to death he 

was 
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was only removed to the caftle of the Dardanelles , where he 
was reforted to more than ever ; for all the European Jevm 
came now to pay their refpedfs to their mefliah. All this 
could not be done without railing the curiofity of the em¬ 
peror himfelf, who fent for Sevi , and demanded if he was 
the melliah. The impoftor anfwering in the affimative, the 
fultan ordered him to be ftripped naked, and to be Ihotat 
by his jacoylans, or archers, and if his body was proof 
againft their arrows, he promifed to own him for the true 
mefliah. The trial was too fevere for Sevi to undergo it, 
and falling on his knees he acknowledged his impolture. 
Upon being offered the alternative to be impaled alive, or 
turn Alahometan , he readily chofe the latter. But fuch was 
the infatuation of his followers, that they gave out, that the 
Sevi they faw in a Turkijlo drefs, was only a phantom, and 
that the real Sevi had been received up into heaven, there 
to remain till the time fhould arrive for the completion of 
his prophecies. 

Juft as Kioprilt , who had returned to Conftantinople, was 
about to fet out a fecond time for Candia , a war broke out 
between the Tartars , and the Poles , which was terminated 
by an appeal to the porte, to the fatisfadfion of both parties, 
and about the fame time the rebellious paftia of Balfora, or 
Bafran , was quelled.Though Kioprili had the glory of recom¬ 
mencing the liege of Candia , yet it never had been intirely 
difeontinued for almoft ten years before; for the Turks 
during all that time, in a manner blocked it up by land; 
but the fea being open to the Venetians , the operations of 
their enemies gave them little trouble. The chief ftrength 
of the city of Kanea confifted of feven baftions, Sabionera , 
Vettari , Jefus , Martinengo , Bethlem , Panigra , and Saint 
Andrea , all of them regularly fortified with ravelins, and 
and of the broad deep ditches. Kioprili , when he landed on the illand, 
fiege of found Kanea befieged by the Cbri/lians ; but he foon obliged 
Candia. them to abandon their enterprize. He then muftered the 

whole of his army, which amounted to feventy thoufand 
men, and by reconnoiteringthe city, he foon found that the 
preceeding Turkijlo generals had made wrong difpofitions for 
ttacking it, and he formed others with better fuccefs in the 
h e end. Though Kioprili was one of the greateft generals, 
as well as minifters of the age he lived in ; yet, fo great was 
his opinion of his mother’s underftanding, that he carried 
her, as well as his wife, along with him in this momentous 
expedition. The Venetians had not been wanting to them- 
felves in preparing to defend the city, and had employed the 
ableft generals in Europe for that purpofe. They had ex¬ 
pended immenfe funis in keeping up their marine, which 
was commanded by Andrea Comoro , and every where 
beat the TurAiJb fleets, and in providing a ftrong land force, 
which was committed to Francefco Morofini , the marquis of 

Villa, and a French officer, one St. Andre Mombrun . 
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On the fourteenth of May 1667, the Turks took up their 

encampment before the city, along the valley of Giojffjro , and 
carried on their works to the fea fide. Three batteries were 
raifed, which thundered upon the town, as is faid, with 
artillery, which difcharged bullets from fixty to one hundred 
and twenty pounds weight; but the difpofitions of the be- 
iieged were equally mafterly and refolute, for their mines 
did vaft execution upon the Turks , who made their chief 
attacks upon the baftion of Panigra. Kioprili , by this 
time, began to be fenfible of the difficulty of his undertak¬ 
ing, and above all, of the difadvantage he was under for 
want of engineers equal to thofe of the befieged ; who were 
fupplied with the bell: that Europe could afford. Difficulties 
feemed to encreafe his refolution, but he could not perform 
jmpoffibities; for though he made a large breach in the 
Panigra baftion, and had even made a lodgement there, yet 
the dreadful mines fprung, and the frequent fallies made by 
the Chrijlians , rendered fruitlefs the moft defperate efforts 
of the infidels. In the mean while, the enemies of Kioprili 
were not idle, and fo inceffantly plied the emperor with 
fufpicions of his conduft, that he was at laft ftaggered into 
diftruft, and fent him meffengers with a very fevere letter, 
with fome oblique charges againft his courage and fidelity; 
Kioprili candidly acknowledged that appearances were 
againft him, that the fiege had already cofl much more blood 
and treafure than he had thought of at firft j but that they 
fhould fee that he was neither deftitute of courage, nor 
of zeal for his matter’s fervice. He foon convinced them of 
what he faid, by leading his men next morning to a frefh 
breach, that had been made in the walls, and which he was 
the firft man to mount; but all his followers being killed, 
he returned almoft alone to the camp. The meffengers, 
who had been fent in the nature of fpies over Kioprili , did 
juftice to his courage, and made fo favourable a report to 
the emperor, that it wiped all fufpicions from his mind; and 
he fent him a moft magnificent prefent. It exceeds the 
bounds of this undertaking to defcribe all the particulars of 
this fiege, which was one of the longeft, and moft extraor¬ 
dinary ever carried on. It is fufficient to fay, that by the 
affiftance of the pope, the Maltefe , and other Cbriftian 
powers, the Venetians were enabled to make a moft amazing 
defence, and deftroyed fo many of their enemies, that 

nothing lefs than the fpirit and perfeverance of Kioprili could 
have continued it. 

The winter of the year 1667, fomewhat relaxed the fury 
of the Turks , whofe camp was now depopulated by difeafes, 
as it had been before by the Venetians ; but all hopes of an 
accommodation, which had been faintly mentioned, foon 
vanifhed, and before the winter was over, hoftilities recom¬ 
menced with more fury than ever. But Kioprili employed 

a new kind of artillery againft the befieged, for he ordered 

great 
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great numbers of papers to be fhot into the city on po| n w 
of arrows, offering very flattering conditions to the garrifon 
provided they would furrender; and containing the moft 
dreadful threatenings if they did not. Thefe ftratagems 
however, had little or no effe£! upon their fidelity; and the 
vizier then applied himfelf to the fenate of Venice ; but to 
as little purpofe. Kioprili having thus loft all profpeft of 
peace, redoubled his afliduity in bringing fupplies of men 
and provifions from the continents both of Afia± and Eurcpc] 
fo that never was there any war better fupported than that 
of Candia. The marquis of Villa, a nobleman of Sovo\\ 
being at this time recalled by his mafter, Mombrun became 
fecond in command, and difcharged his duty with the fame 
addrefs, and intrepidity. Notwithftandingthe gallant defence 
made by the garrifon, loldiers of the greateft penetration 
forefaw, that the place muft be taken, if the infidels obfli- 
nately continued the fiege. Volunteers of the beft blood in 
Europe, daily poured in from all parts to the affiftance of 
the befieged ; and feveral ftates, who in other refpedfs were 
far from being in a good underftanding with the Venetians^ 
furniftied their quotas. By thofe affiftances, the befieged 
were enabled to hold out during all the year 1668, and ! 
volumes have been written, upon the great atftions perform¬ 
ed by thofe illuftrious volunteers during every period of this 
fiege. 

Progrefs In the beginning of the year 1669, it became apparent, 
of the that the methods taken by the befieged to defend thcm- 
fiege of felves, if continued, muft force them to furrender. The 
Candia. frequent mines that had been fprung, had fhaken the walls 

of the place, and the ground was become fo porous, that 
the befieged had in many places no flielter again!! the 
enemy’s fire, all the ground lying open, excepting where it 
was covered by the ruins. It is faid upon good authority, 
that Kioprili loft thirty thoufand men in two ailaults, which 
he made upon the baftions of Saint Andrea , and Sabi oner a ; 
upon which he at laft made a lodgement, but to no purpofe 
in the end, not being able to penetrate farther. While 
matters were in this iituation, the dukes of Beaufort , and 
NciacHes landed at Candia, at the head of feven thoufand 
of the French king’s beft troops, who were fent to the defence 
of the place, befides many French volunteers, who had greatly 
diftinguifhed themfelves in the fiege. Upon reconnoitring 
the condition of the place, it was agreed upon all hands, that 
nothing but fome extraordinary effort could fave it. It was 
therefore refolved in a council of war, that the enemy fhould 
be attacked in their works by a brifk fally, to be favoured by 
the French fleet. This refolution was executed with an in¬ 
trepidity that bordered upon romance. The ChrijTiam at 
firft bore all before them, but a large magazine of powder, 
unluckily taking fire, deftroyed fome of them, and among 

the reft the brave duke of Beaufort. It is faid however, 

that 
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that the explofion of the magazine was not fo ruinous as i£ 
was reprefented to be, and that the French being thrown 
into diforder, the duke was killed in endeavouring to rally 
them. The French (hips fhared in the difafter of their land 
troops, for the wind fuddenly chopping about, drove them 
from the fhore with, confiderable damage, and one of the 
largeft of them was blown up. 

_ven this difafter,, great as it was, was retrievable, as the 
lofs the French fuftained in number, did not amount to 
above three hundred men., *1 he beft authorities among the 
French themfelves, are puzzled to account for the behaviour 
of their countrymen on this occafion ; for the duke de 
NoailleSi a few days after, declared' his intention to carry the 
French (hipping and troops back to France. It is probable, 
that he had received from his matter a difcretionarjf power, 
thorifmg him to take this ftep, which he endeavoured to 
juftify by the defperate condition of the place, and by the 
difagreement of the French and Italiah officers, each throw¬ 
ing upon the other the blame of the late mifcarriage, which 
had given the infidels an opportunity of making lodgments 
on the very baftions of the city. Be this as it will, it is 
certain that the duke could not be diverted from his refolu- 
tion, and he reimbarked his troops at the very time when the 
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thrown up intrenchments within the city, but were again 
beaten back* with vaft lofs by the fprineing of a frelh mine. 


Venice 


Molino 


of their nobles, to treat of peace. At this time the emperor lates 
Mohammed had left Adrianople , and repaired to LariJJa , that 

he might be near at hand 19 fuperintend the embarkations 


Molino 


respond with Kioprili. Upon 


that he could be admitted to no treaty unlels he had brought 
with him the keys of Candia , and that he was not to pre¬ 
fume to approach nearer the court than the place where he 


was. 


Kioprili 


Molino 


frefh 


reinforcements which he underftood had arrived, or were 
about to arrive.. About the time of Molina's arrival in 
CandiaMorifmi , and the other Venetian generals met in a 
council of war, to deliberate upon the conduct they were 
to hold. Some were for blowing up the place, but from 
the complexion of hiftory, Morofini feems to have been fe- 
cretly determined to give it up; though, according to the 
Turkijh hiftorians, who, in this cafe, are not much to be de¬ 
pended upon, fome parts of the city were ftill tenable. 
After various debates, it was found moft advifable to treat; 
and two gentlemen were appointed to repair to the vizier’s 
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tent 
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tent, one of them an Englijhmart , called Thomas Amand, arid 
the other Stefano Cordelia a young man of parts j and they 
fecretly fet out by water for the vizier’s camp, to which they 
were admitted by means of a flag of truce, which they carried 
along with them. Upon propofing a conference, ( Mol'm 
having by this time left Candia) they were given in refolute 
terms to underftand,that the vizier was refolved to treat upon 
no conditions, but thofe of a furrender, which the Cbrifiian 
plenipotentiaries agreed to, and the place of conference was 
named. The plenipotentiaries for the Turks were Ibrahim ,, 
the pafha of Halep , Ahmed Aga , the kahiyabeg of the jani- 
faries, the fpahiler agafi, and Paniaotti , the vizier’s inter¬ 
preter. 

and fur- The laft named plenipotentiary, was a moft extraordi- 
renders nary perfonage. He was a Greek Cbrifiian , and the vizier’s 
hy a firft counfellor, a diftin&ion which he merited by a moft 

ftratagem. faithful attachment to his perfon, an incredible fagacity, 

which made the Turks look upon him as poffefling fuperna- 
tural powers. According to fome well attefted memoirs, 
he privately informed Morofini , that the French fleet, which 
was every day expedted, was fent by that monarch to carry 
off the Venetians who remained in the city, and to deliver it 
up to the fultan, in confequence of the fecret treaty be¬ 
tween him and France. Next day, it is faid, that twelve 
Turkijh (hips, which had in the night time been fent out for 
that purpofe, appeared in fight under French colours, and 
being met by twelve more under Turkijh, they falutedand 
joined, and amicably failed into port together. Morojmi, 
who had no great reafon to think well of the French , was 
deceived by this appearance, and perfuaded the garrifon into 
a furrender. This ftory probably was invented by Morojinh 
friends, as a colour for furrendering the place; for it is 
certain, that Morofini had been long tired of the fiege, and 
was willing to lay hold of the firft honourable opportunity 
to capitulate. Such an opportunity prefented itfelf at thofe 
conferences. For though the Turks would not hear of 
allowing the Venetians any equivalent for Candia , which they 
looked upon to be as good as reduced, yet Kioprili consented 
that the inhabitants mould have leave to embark with all 
their arms, prx)vifion, and baggage, and likewife with their 
cannon; Kioproli even offered them Othman fhips, if thofe 
of Venice were too few to carry off the garrifon. No more 
than two thoufand five hundred foldiers were left, and thole 
fickly, and otherwife in a moft miferable condition. None of 
the inhabitants remained in the place, but two Greek priefts, 
and about thirty-three decrepid Jews , and Greeks. 

Kioprili oblerved this capitulation with the moft ferupu- 
lous exa&nefs. He prefented the inhabitant who brought 
him the keys of the place with a fable veft, and five hundred 
zequins, befides giving two hundred more to his retinue; and 
the Turks and Ghrijlians lived together in a moft amicable 

manner 
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manner till the time of embarkation. This fiege had con*, 
tinued for twenty-five years, though fometimes it went 
languidly on. The operations of the laft two years and Vaft lofs 
four months, were vigorous and incefiant. According to of both 
Rkaut, who was in Turkey at the time, in thofe twenty- parties, 
eight months the Venetians loft, in killed or wounded, thirty 
thoufand, nine hundred and eighty-five men ; and the Turks 
one hundred and eighteen thoufand, feven hundred and 
fifty-four men. The reader, by this account, may judge of 
the obftinacy on both fideSi The batteries, fays Ricaut , 
which the Turks raifed againft Sabionera , and Saint Andrea , 
confifted of fifty-nine pieces of cannon, carrying from fifty 
to one hundred and twenty pound weight of bullet. The 
{forms which the Turks made upon the town were fifty-fix. 

The combats under-ground forty-five. The fallies made 
by the Venetians ninety-fix. The mines and fornelli, fprung 
by the Venetians eleven hundred and feventy-three, and by-the 
Turks four hundred and feventy-two. The Venetians fpent 
barrels of powder fifty thoufand, three hundred and feven- 
teen. Bombs of all forts by the Venetians, of fifty to five 
hundred weight, were forty-eight thoufand, one hundred 
and nineteen. Granadoes, of brafs and iron, one hundred 
thoufand, nine hundred and fixty : Granadoes of glafs, 
eighty-four thoufand, eight hundred and feventy-four. Can¬ 
non mot of all forts, two hundred and feventy-fix thoufand, 
feven hundred and forty-three pounds. Pounds of lead, 
eighteen million, forty-four thoufand, nine hundred and 
fifty-feven. Of match, pounds, thirteen millions, twelve 
thoufand, and five hundred. 

During the fiege of Candia, fo great was the oppreffions Affairs of 
of the houfe of Auftria upon the Hungarians, that Serini, Hungary, 
Nadajli, and Frangapani, three of their principal noblemen, 
who, after the example of their anceftors, had lignalized 
themfelves againft the Turks, joined in a confederacy, 
and chofe to throw themfelves upon the prote&ion of the 
Othman emperor, rather than longer fuffer the tyranny 
of the Aujirians. This being intimated to Kioprili, he offer¬ 
ed them his matter’s affiftance, provided Hungary was 
rendered tributary to the porte. Thofe generous noblemen 
rejected the condition, and offered to return to their alle¬ 
giance, provided they could be fecured in their privileges; 
but the emperor knowing the Turks to be then engaged not 
only in a war with the Venetians , but likewife with the Per - 
fans, inftead of giving them fatisfa&ion, poured his troops 
into Hungary , and having come to the knowledge of all that 
had pa{fed between thofe noblemen and the vizier, they, 
together with count Tattembach , another head of the con¬ 
federacy, were arrefted, tried, and executed. 

Kioprili , probably muft have fallen a facrifice to the in¬ 
trigues of his enemies, had he not been fucceisfui before 
Candia j and perhaps, the danger he knew he was in, con- 

Q_2 tributed 
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tributed to determine him to grant the capitulation. Aftc? 
he had figned it, he had an opportunity of converting 
with the Chrijlian officers, and their company is faid to have 
given a new turn to his manners. He heaped favours upon' 
Moroftni , and the other generals, and was even perfuaded, 
for the fake of his health, which fuffered by the opiates fo 
much in ufe among the Turks , to drink wine pretty liberally. 
Tumults On his entering CancUa he forbade all rejoicings for the re- 
at Con - duCtion of a place, which had coft the Othmans fuch feas 
Jiantinople of blood; and he immediately difpatched expreffes to his 
quelled, mafter with the joyful news of the event,- promifing to 

attend him at Conjlantinople at the head of fifty thoufand 
victorious veterans, to quell the rebellious fpirit that had 
, lately appeared in that capital. The grand fignior was then 

at Salonica , giving audience to Sir Darnel Harvey , the Englijh 
ambaflador, and indulging himfelf in all manner of pleafures, 
efpecially thofe of hunting, to which- he was generally 
accompanied by his favourite fultana. He was fo much 
overjoyed upon receiving KioprilEs letters, that his mind 
inftantly loft all impreffions to that minrfter’sdifadvantage. 
He declared him to be the greateft and raoft fuccefsful gene¬ 
ral, that had ever commanded the Othnian arms. He fent him 
the raoft coftly prefents, and even (hewed an impatience for 
the arrival of Molina? the Venetian ambaflador, that he 
might ratify all that had been concluded upon by his vizier. 
He at the fame time fent commiflaries into Dalmatia , to- 
fettle boundaries with the Venetians , and to remove all diffi¬ 
culties that could in the lead: obftruCt the conclufion of a 
firm and lading peace. Kioprili purfued the fame plan, and 
even impaled fome of his foldiers, for violating his procla¬ 
mation againft doing any injury to the ChriJUans . He did 
not,-however, fet out from Gandia without repairing the for¬ 
tifications all over the ifland,. that he might render his con- 
queft as permanent as it was important. 

The The emperor’s mother was at this time at Conjlantinople , 

drinking where fhe had full power from her fon to trailfaCt all affairs 
of wine of government. But, though fhe was a woman of great 
prohibit- fpirit and addrefs, yet fhe found infinite difficulty in manag¬ 
ed. ing the janifaries,-and other foldiers. But the approach of 

the fultan, at the head of his victorious army, foon quelled 
them. As their irregularities were judged to be owing, 
partly to their inactivity, but chiefly to their drinking of 
wine, both cafes were provided for; eight thoufand of them 
were fent into Moldavia? and other detachments to other 
frontiers of the empire, and a ftriCt general prohibition was 
iiTued all over the empire againft drinking of wine, and all 
games of chance. This prohibition was fo ftri&ly executed, 
there being no exception in favour of Franks? or Europeans , 
that the Englijl) ambaflador had the utmoft difficulty to pro¬ 
cure a drop of wine for himfelf and his family ; and what 

they made ufe of, was of their own making; from tire grape. 

Though 
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Though not only death, but the fevereft tortures were pro¬ 
nounced againft all who fliould difobey this order ; yet, in 
-about twelve months, the ufe of wine became as frequent 
as ever in the Othman dominions. 

Another difficulty at this time perplexed Mobammedls in- War with 
ternal government. That emperor, before his leaving Con- Poland, 
Jiantinople , had given orders that his brothers fhould be put 
to death, which coming to the ears of the janifaries, they 
refcucd thofe princes, and put them under the care of the 
jultana mother, and made her anfwerable for their fafety ; 
but upon the return of Kioprili , and quelling the tumults 
at Conjlantlnople , fultan Orchan , the eldeft of thofe brothers, 
was poifoned, or as fome fay ftrangled, by the emperor’s 
orders, without the latter being anyways apprehensive of 
the confequences. Kioprili was at this time in the height of 
reputation, not only among theOthmans, but the Chriffian 
powers. He had, with great difficulty, put an end to all 
terreftrial, commercial, and other differences with the Vene¬ 
tians- He difregarded the Genoefe , and the other Italian 
Hates j he was upon a good footing with the court of Vienna , 
he had little or nothing to apprehend from the Ruffians , 
and his only object now was a war with Poland , where a 
very powerful nation of the kofaks, inhabiting between the 
Boristheneif and the Neijler, had put themfelves under the 
prote&ion of the porte. It was qf the utmoft confequence, 
on account of the fituation of the country of thofe kofaks, 
to prevent this defection; and the king of Poland fent a 
large army to reduce them. Kioprili , the Turks being reli¬ 
gious obfervers of forms, fent a chauih, with a dehortatory 
•letter, containing fome menaces if he proceeded ; but that 
having no effedt, the vizier in the beginning of the year 
1672, paffed the Danube , on a btidge which he threw over 
it at Sacki , at the head of one hundred and fifty thoufana 
men ; and after a long painful march through Moldavia , he 
encamped near Kochin. From thence he fent over the Tyras 
a party, that took Zwanidez, by which he effe&ed his 
jun&ion with the Tartars , who were headed by their famous 
khan Selim Gyera. While he was building a bridge over 
the Tyras , for tranfporting his artillery, it was difcovered 
that Duka , the prince of Moldavia , fecretky favoured the 
Boles , and w,as doing all he could to retard the work ; upon 
which he was depofed, and one Peter fet up in his room, 

Kioprili at laft furmounting all difficulties, appeared before 
Kaminieck , the ftrongeft town in Podolia, and opened his 
batteries againft it. The Poles were fo confident of the 
ftrength of this place, and trufted fo entirely to it for ftop^ 
ping the progrefs of the infidels, that they at this time and Ka- 
had no army in the field ; but it was fo furioufly battered minitck 
that it furrendered in ten days, to the anwzjejnent, not only taken, 
ef the Poles, but of all Europe- 
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The conqueft of Kaminieck, was one of the rhoff im* 
portant the Othmans bad ever made on the fide of Poland ; 
and according to prince Cantemnir , their power has been up. 
on the decline ever fince. It opened all Podolia , and Vcl- 
hinia , to their incurfions, and nothing lay now between them 
and tipper Poland , but Lemberg. Mohammed was fo proud 
of thisexpedition, that he fet out at the head of an army to 
fupport it, and arriving at Kaminieck , he affe&ed a conduft 
full of mildnefs, humanity and juftice. He prohibied plund¬ 
ering, he protected the inhabitants who fubmitted to his au¬ 
thority in their properties, without fuffering any thing to be 
exacted from them j and gave a general invitation to the 
Poles to enter into his allegiance. All thofe a&s of clemency 
had fo powerful an effect upon the natives, that they tried 
the experiment, and for fome time found the Tttrkijh yoke 
far more tolerable than that of their own lords. It is certain, 
that Mohammed , by this moderation, rifked a mutiny in his 
own army, which in all other expeditions had been enriched 
by the fpoils of the conquered, but, in this, they met with 
nothing but impo'verifbment, and famine, though mailers of 
the fineft countries in Europe. Mohammed’s moderation 
was the more remarkable, as the Poles, in the beginning of 
the war, had behaved with great intemperance, and offered 
fome infults to the porte. Mohammed’ s head quarters at 
this time was at Bujhach , which lay on the frontiers of the 
palatinate of Lemberg ; and the Poles named ambaffadors to 
wait upon the Tartar khan with propofals of peace, offer¬ 
ing to deliver up forty eight towns and villages, in the pro¬ 
vince of Kaminieck , to pay annually twenty thoufand rix- 
dollars, by way of tribute ; ^nd to fuffer the kofaks to re¬ 
main under the command of their hetman Dorojloenko , who 
had put himfeif under the protection pf the porte. The 
great khan did not chofe to return any anfwer of himfelt to 
thofe propofitions, but fent them to Mohammed, who accept¬ 
ed of them •, difbanded his army, and returned to Con/lan- 


concluded tinople. Ricaut , however, differs in his account of this 

tranfaClion; for according to him, the king of Poland was 
to give up all the Ukrain , Podolia. , and Rujland , and the city 
and diftriCl of Lemberg were to pay annually a tribute of 
feventy thoufand crowns. 

By this peace, Dorojhenko was left governor of Verania y 
and Podolia , under the Turks , whofc pregrefs, by this time, 
had alarmed all Europe \ fo that the hiltan repented his 
having difbanded his army. The MoJ'covitcs were the firft 


The war 
renewed. 


who began to arm. The imperialifts were threatening to 
take the field, and the Poles thernfelves refufed to ratify the 
late treaty, which refufal was fignified in a letter from the 
grand chancellor to the porte. Dorojhenko , was the firft who 
gave the porte notice of this untowardiy firuation of its 
affairs in Poland . The account was fo unexpected, that the 
grand fignior was preparing to fet out for a favourite rell- 

dence, where he was to fpend his time during the heats of 

the 
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thefummer; and it was with difficulty that he was diffuad- 

€( 1 by Kioprili from his defign, that he might attend the 
affairs of empire. New levies were already made, but 
no army being at hand to afford Dorojhenko immediate 
fupport, he revolted, and ravaged the borders of the empire; 
and accounts came that the Poles had already taken the field. 

Kioprili, fenfible how much depended upon maintaining the 
dignity of an empire, once more advifed his mafter to 
abandon all other concerns, even that of fuccouring the 
. malcontents in Hungary, that he might be revenged on 
the Poles . It was, however, the end of July , before it was 
refolved that the emperor fhould march againft them in per- 
fon; but though the utmoft exertions of his imperial au¬ 
thority had been made ufe of, for the fpeedy railing an 
army, yet the backwardnefs of the foldiers from entering 
into another expedition againft Poland was fuch, that he 
was obliged to fet out at the head of no more than fifteen 
thoufand men j taking along with him Kioprili himfelr, who 
led his van. 

Previous to Mohammed's march, he had difpatched a 
threatening letter to the Poles, containing the moft dread¬ 
ful menaces, if they did not fubmit. This letter had no 
other effect, than that of rendering the Poles more alert in 
their preparations. All their internal differences, of which 
the infidels had availed themfelves during the laft campaign, 
were now compofed, and the famous John Sobiejki had 
taken the field, and was in the neighbourhood of Lem¬ 
berg, at the head of fifty thoufand men, before the fultan 
could come up. Mohammed , at laft, having joined his vizier, 
they found all the paffes upon the Lyras pofTeffed by the 
Poles. The pafha Huffeyu, at that time, commanded for the 
Turks in Podolia. Upon the approach of Sobiejki' s army, he 
had fummoned Petrczeicus, then the tributary prince of 
Moldavia , to join him with his contingent troops ; but 
the number falling fhort, the pafha ftruck the waywod 
with his pole axe, and loaded him with the moft abufivc 
language. His fubje£ts refented the'affront, which he dif- 
fembled, and fo great was the contempt of the pafha for the 
Moldavian, that he appointed him to command his guard 
that night. The Moldavians took this opportunity of car¬ 
rying off their prince to the Polijh camp, from whence he 
cfcapcd with fome difficulty and danger, and returning to 
Mohammed's camp, this fee'ming a<ft of fidelity, (which 
indeed was the effect of the moft profound diffimulation,) 
gained him the full confidence of the fultan and his vizier, 
which he made ufe of to give fecret intelligence to Sobiejki , 
of all the difpofitions of the Turks. 

By this time, Mohammed's army had been fo greatly rein- The Turh 
forced, that he refumed his threatenings to fubdue all Poland, defeated 
and confidered the Polijh army, which was encamped be- with grea 
tween the Lyras, and the Danube , as his prey. Sobiejki, by {laughter* 
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.means of the intelligence he had gained, broke into th$ 
weakeft part of the Turkijh entrenchments with irreflfta- 


Jble 


J 

Walachia 


Turks^ who immediately perceived that they had been be¬ 
trayed. Notwithftanding this, the Turkijh general, and the 


they 

hours 

Turks 


a r e 


fo 

laid to have maintained the battle for fourteen 


Sobiefk 


the left wing of the 


which turned at laft into a downright flight} and the rout of 


the infidels foon became total. 


this 


thoufand janifaries, who were the flower of the Turkijh 
infantry, were cut in pieces, as were twelve thoufand of 
fheij other foldiersj and not only the whole of their baggage 
was taken; but their military cheft, confifting of twb 
thoufand purfes, fell into the hands of the Poles,w ith all their 
waggons of ammunition and provifions, to the incredible 
number of twenty-five thoufand. This 


by 


Chrijlians againft the infidels 


opened to the Poles a way for the recovery of all they had 
loft. They accordingly j 


feveral other 


Michael. 


Neijli 


the death of their 


obliged to attend the election of a new king, which fell up¬ 
on John Sobiejki, then grand marfhal of the kingdom. Mi- 
hammed , on the other hand, who had e leaped out of the late 
battle, not without fome danger to his perfen, appeared to 
be more exafperated againft the Poles than ever, and gave 
out, that he either would reduce them, or'lofe his life. He 
was favoured by the ridiculous jealouftes and confidence 
of the Poles, Sobiijki had detached great part of his army 
to befiege and recover the important city of Kaminieck ; and 
he was extremely urgent with the Poles , to bring the war 
to a decifiye iflue by taking the'field with all their force. 
But, after the defeat the infidels had lately received, the Pok: 
ignorantly imagined, that they could not be, for fome years, 
in a condition to take the field; and in fecret they were 


ejki fhould 


c? 


Sobiejk 


his 


In vain did 


hole force of Poland 


recover this important fortrefs, for all he could do was to 
ftraiten the garrifon, fo that in a few weeks it muft have 
Surrendered for want of provifions j but during that time, 
Mohammed had affembled fuch a force, that the Poles, to their 
pCaminieik amazement w.erie obliged to raife the fiege; and'the Turks not 
relieved, oply reyicSfualled and reinforced the garrifon, but took feve¬ 
ral places in the neighbourhood. At this time, Dorojhcnko , 
who feems always td have followed the prevailing party, 
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Mohammed 

meeting with aiepulfe, he was highly exafperated 


But 
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rv and indolence of Mohammed. 
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fhook 


Moham- 


f throne. 
meafure. 


... . his med gives 

His love of pleafure made him refolve upon a wife himfelf 


That 


up to 


diverfions, he fought to fecure to himfelf the quiet pofleffion pleafure, 
of all he held in Podolia , and for that purpofe he ordered all 


Chriflian 


Kaminieck to 


other parts of his dominions. After that, he returned to 

1 fl 1 « # 


ipl 


pleafure 


it the more fecure, he 


amalTed an incredible treafure, by the marriage of his daugh- amafles 


Kul Ogli , pafha of Magnefn 


large 


ceremony, all the grandees of his empire were obliged, by treafurea. 
cuifom, to make him large prefents. About the fame time, 
he circi(mcifed his two Tons Mujiapha , and Ahmed . Nothing 
of importance happened on the fide of Europe , during this 
interval, thus dedicated to luxury, till the Poles being rend¬ 
ered fenfible, that they owed to the emperor’s indolence the 
caufe of their tranquility, in 1676 attacked the Othmans 
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The 


Danger of 


Devil , from his cunning, was fent againft them ; and he had the Poles, 
the addrefs to amufe the Poles , whofe numbers were not 
above fifteen thoufand men, with Sobiejki at their head, fo 
that he furrounded them with one hundred thoufand men, 
who muft have been deifroyed, had not a mutiny broken out 
in the Turkijh camp. The janifaries complained of their 
being expofed po the fatigues of war, and the rigour of the 
fcafons, while the emperor was fhamefully funk in his 


by 


Tartars 


home with his army/ 

Such was. the fituation of the Poles , when Sobiejki fent 
fome agents into the Turkijh camp to treat of peace. Ibrahim 
faw the neceflity he was under to conclude a negociation of 
fome kind or other; and not only received the ambaffadors, 
hut relaxing, or being obliged to relax, in his difeipline, 

0./.! ./7. • ^ j 1 • 1 Ti * - - r * 

ana his army had 


Their de¬ 
liverance. 


hbicL 


an opportunity of breaking 


polijh ambafiad 


Tartar 


Ibrahim 
tent 


wnen he received this ac.couht, with their fovereign’s breach 
of good faith, and immediately detached his cavalry to fup- 
portthe Tartars. A bloody battle enfued, in which neither 
iide could claim the advantage $ and about feventeen days 
pale in hourly Ikjrmifhes. This was far from allaying the 
mirit of mutiny in Ibrahim’s camp, and at laft he was 
obliged,notwithftanding ajl the oppofition made by the court 

C f 1 to con f ent to a peace, which was approved 
of by the flates of Poland , and an ambalTador was nnmi. 


♦ 

ConJlantinopL 


.wljeu he arrived at Csnjlantinople , he inhfted 


w 

ational pride, that 


yizie 
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vizier meeting him at the city gate. This demand atiiajed 
the Turks, and might have deftroyed all the profpeei of a 
peace, had not the vizier been meditating a mighty expedi¬ 
tion, which was to carrythe Turkijh arms to the gates of 
Vienna itfelf. About the fame time died, of a complication 
of diltempers, which was heightened by the immoderate ufe 
of wine, and flrong liquors, the vizier Kioprili , one of the 
greateft, and beft men, the Othman empire ever produced. 
Naturally gentle, and moderate, he preferved the tranqui¬ 
lity of government, without having recourfe to thofefan- 
guinary meafures, that were pra&ifed by his father, and 
his predcceffors. He was free from avarice, the common 
vice of his nation ; and having been educated to the know¬ 
ledge of the civil laws of his country, he was a moft punc¬ 
tual administrator of jufhice, with, perhaps, a too fcrupulous 
adherence to forms. No minifter, of his time, was more 
tenacious, than he was, of national honour, or more atten¬ 
tive to the fulfilling all the engagements he concluded in his 
mailer’s name; and he died regretted by the 'Cbrijim 
powers, particularly that of England , for which he always 
expreffed an uncommon deference. He was no more than 
ferty-feven years of age when he died of the dropfy, and 
jaundice. Some time before his death he ratified the peace 
with the Poles, notwithflanding the offence given him by 
their ambaffador. By the articles of this peace, thePe/rt en¬ 
tirely renounced their claim to Kaminieck, and likewifetoall 
authority over the kofaks of Podolia, and the Lithuanian Tar¬ 
tars, who were Mahometans , were permitted to depart to 

their own country. 

Upon the conclufion of this peace, the infidels turned 
their eyes towards Hungary , where count Strazoldo, the im¬ 
perial general, had taken from the malecontents Debrcm , 

tribute to the porte, who could not 
a proceeding as an infraction of 


a town 
avoid 


which 


paid 

confidering 


treaties 
nifler, and 


fuch 

uftapl 


kill) 


Kioprili 


frontiers of Poland, leave to favour the malecontents, who 
were foon joined by /Ipaffi, aTranJylvanian prince. Count 
Wefelini was then at tne head of the malecontents, and de¬ 
feated the imperial general. They next applied to the 
porte for feme more effe&ual afiiftance, but the new vizier 
being by this time engaged in a war with RuJJia ; all he 
could do was to give them partial a Alliances. 1 he ifatesof 
Hungary endeavoured to interpofe, but the violence and 
bigotry of the court of Vienna frufrrated the effects cf all 

Thus the war between the imperiaiifts on 


negotiations. 


the on 
the 




Turks and malecontent Hangar 


other, every day increafed; but would have been more 
bloody, had it not been for that between the porte and 

efclini, and the command 

afterwards 

made 


Rujft . 

of the malecontents fell upon young Tchcli, who 
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fo great a figure. Dorojhenko, the kofak hetman we have 
already mentioned, refenting the indignities that had been 
t0 done him by the porte, as well as to his country, offer¬ 
ed to fubmit to the czar of Ruffta , in which he was fecond- 
e d by his officers, as the only means of delivering themfelves 
f rom the Polijh, as well as the Turkijh , tyranny. The czar 

readily accepted of this vaft acquisition to his dominions, 
which were thereby extended beyond the Boristhenes , and 
thdJkrain was fecured, befides a number of brave foldiers 
being added to his army. George Kiemielnifki, fon of the 
famous Bogdan , who had been likewife hetman of the 
jeofaks, was then a prifoner at the porte, but releafed by 
Mohammed, and fent at the head of an army to difpoffefs 
Dorojhenko of the hetmanlhip, all other means proving in- 
effe&ual. The TurkiJfj general the pafha Sbaytan Ibrahim, 
had orders, at the fame time, to make himlelf mafter of 
Chebrin , the capital of the country. This was an expedi¬ 
tion to which the Turks in general had a mortal antipathy, 
and was undertaken only through neceffity. 

Ibrahim ordered the Tartars to attend him, and he himfelf and the 
palTcd the Danube on the fixth of June 1678, and marched Ruffians 
through Podoha , and Moldavia , towards Chebrin, near 
which, he found fixty thoufand lcofaks, in poffeffion of a 
flrongpoft. While he halted to be joined by the Tartars, 
who were but three days march behind him, the Ruffians 
fent a ftrong detachment from their main army, which fur- 
prifed and killed ten thoufand of the Tartars, among whom 
were the khan’s fon, and eight mirzas. The Turks hearin 
of this defeat, threw down their arms, and made a mo.v 
precipitate retreat towards the river Bog, which they repair¬ 
ed, but with great lofs. The fultan, alhamed to afk for 
peace, employed a minifter, who went in the name of the 
khan of Tartary, to perfuade the czar to abandon the 
kofaks, and redo re Chebrin to the Turks. The czar law 
through the artifice, and knew the motives of the embaffy. 

He lent an ambaffador to Conjlantinople with letters demand¬ 
ing, in a very peremptory manner, that the Kofak Ukrain, t‘o 
which he had an undoubted right by Dorojloenko’s fubmilfion, 
mould be left in quiet, otherwife he threatened to conquer 

thr» ~ f __ _ _1 1 * /- Kr- ~ 


23 



Turkifi. 


, Afof. 

were ftartled on reading this letter. 


and mo ft of them were for accepting the czar’s propofal; but 
the vizier Kara Mujlapha oppofed it, for the very reafons 
which they gave for accepting it. None durft contradict 
him, when he declared that the Othman arms muft be em¬ 
ployed in revenging the lofs and indignity they had fuffered 
kam the Ruffians, and immediately he put himfelf at. the 
head of eighty thoufand Turks, thirty thoufand Tartars, and 
Jorty thoufand kofaks, who had joined George Kiemielnifki, 
and paffing the Bog , he came in light of Chebrin. The 
sknjjuins and kofaks were at that time building a new fort, 

near 
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near Chehrin j and being furprifea by the approach of th< 
Tariff arms, they retired to the body of the place. The 
vizier took advantage of their confternation, and ordered 
his kyehaya, or high deputy, to attack the town; but the 
latter, after a difpute of four hours, was obliged to retreat 
with the lofs of two thoufand men. Various were the def. 
perate methods made ufe of by Kara Mujlapha , to repair 
tl i. l.ifs, but all of them proved unfuccefsful; andatlaft,he 
underftood that the Ruffian general Romadanowjki, had paffed 
the Boristhenes. 


Up 


Kara Mehemed 


underftanding that the Ruffit 


gagement, before they had relieved Chehrin , the pafha 
Koplatiy one of the beft officers in the Othman fervice, was 
ordered to intercept them in their march. Koplan having 
taken up his ground for that purpofe, was fo furioufly at¬ 
tacked by the Ruffians , that all his army muft have been de¬ 
feated, had he not broken down all the bridges in his rear, 
to fecure his retreat. The winter of 1679 was now ap¬ 
proaching, and the vizier, who had continued his operations 
againft the place, at laft fprung fo many mines, and made 
fo many breaches in the walls, that he became matter of it; 
but the garrifon, after fpringing a mine, which deftroyed 
great numbers of the Turks % retired towards the Boristbms, 
When the vizier entered Chehrin , he found it fo much ruin¬ 
ed by the latefiege, that he razed it to the ground, but could 


Romadanowfk 


the latter well know- 


fubfift 


muft be deftroyed in their retreat, which accordingly hap¬ 
pened. For when the vizier entered Adrianople , his army was 
fo thin, and in fo bad a condition, that he appeared as if his 
troops had efcaped from a total rout; no fewer than thirty 
thoufand having been cut off, or dying in their retreat; be- 
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fides 


their heavy artillery. 


Mujlaph 


then gladly have embraced the peace, which he had before 
fo haughtily rejected; but the kofaks laid wafte all the 
countries on the Euxine Sea , and rejected all terms of ac¬ 
commodation. Upon this the vizier refolved to build a 
town at the mouth of the Boristhenes , or Nieper , not far 
from Oczabw , to prevent the communication between the 


ftlipp 


and the Euxine Sea. The pafha Koplt 


and fix regiments of janifaries were ordered to cover the 
workmen ; but both they and their guards, when they had 
proceeded but a very little way in their building, were cut 
to pieces by the kofaks, who, among others, flew Gcoqt 
Kiemielnifki , the hetman, who had been appointed by the 
porte. The impracticability of making any conquefts upon 
the Ruffians , upon that fide, appeared now fo plain to the 
TurkijE miniftry,. that they gladly treated of peace, which 

was at laft concluded, to the great fatisfa6lion of both 


parties 


Th 
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The Turks , from the uncultivated wilds of Tartary , tiow War in 
turned their arms towards the rich provinces of Hungary. Hungary, 
The cruelty and injuftice of the Aujlrians , had encreafed the 
number of malecontents there ; Tekeli’s army, by the affift* 
ance he received from the porte, was in excellent condition; 
but after various adventures, which have no relation to this 
part of our hiftory, he was obliged to apply to Mohammed 
for further fuccours. This was 1 oceafioned by a peace, which 
the Aujlrians had juft concluded with the French , and which 
had left the former at liberty to purfue the Hungarian war. 
fdteli, to induce the porte to grant the.fuccour he required, 
offered Mohammed a tribute of forty, feme fay eighty thou- 
fand dollars a year, and, what was of far greater importance, 
to affift him, if required, with a body of thirty thoufand 
Hungarians. The manner of complying with Tekeli’s pro- 
pofals, occafioned great debates in the TurkiJb divan ; only 
the fultan and his firft minifter, were for granting afiiftance 
openly; as the emperor of Germany , however he might have 
behaved to the Hungarians , had done nothing to break the 
long peace he had concluded with the Turks. But the 
fultan and his minifter flood firm in their opinion, and at 
laft, the fultana Valide , allured by the hopes given her by the 
vizier, that her appointments would be encreafed, declared 
herfelf for Tckeli , and brought others, amongft whom was 
the mufti himfelf, over to the fame opinion. Notwith¬ 
standing thofe great authorities, the bulk of the people ap¬ 
peared to be fo averfe from a German war, and discovered fo 
many and fuch dangerous indications of their fentiments, that 
the government found it neceffary to publifh the reafon of 
their conduct, which they did, in a manner well fuited to 
the pride and genius of the people. 

Tekeli, and his adherents, were declared to be under the 
prote&ion of the porte; and letters were formally fent to 
the court of Vienna , charging that emperor, as was the 
truth, with his having violated the terms he had agreed to 
with the malecontents, and requiring him not only to recall 
his troops, but to reftore all he had taken from them ; and 
that under pain of the porte’s difpleafure. Though this was a 
language, to which that court was not ufed, yet Leopold had 
fomany reafons for wilbing the porte to ftand neuter be¬ 
tween him and the Hungarians , that he fent count Albert 
Caprara , as his ambafl'ador to Conjlantinoplc , to employ all 
methods, by money, intrigues, or otherwife, to divert the 
ftorm. The vi7/ier, who was determined on the meafures 
he was to purfue, and was apprehenfive of the confequences 
of this embaffy, before the arrival of the count, fent 
Ibrahim , the beglergeg of Buda , with fix thoufand men to 
Tdeli’s afliftance; and ordered Apqffi , the tributary prince 
of Tranjyhania to join him likewile. Tckeli , thus affifted, 
bore down all oppofition, and drove the Aujlrians out of 
latmar , KoJJovia , EJperies , Loutf'chet , Levent, Lipfchet , and 

T'dlck, 
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Tillek , with feveral other places of importance ; part 0 f 
which were garrifoned by the Turks, and part by the Hun* 
where garicms. Thofe fucceftes encouraged the Othmam fo much 
Tekeli is that Tekili was, by order of the porte, inverted with the 
declared fovereignty of Hungary, by the pafha of Buda, uTbis being 
king. done, the vizier thought it needlefs to keep any farther 

terms with the imperialifts, and fignified it to count Ca- 
prara, that his mafter would agree to a peace only on con- 
dition of reftoring Hungary to its independency upon the 
court of Vienna j pay an annual tribute of five hundred 
thoufand florins j demolifh Leopoldopolis, and Gutta ; refign 
certain forts and territories to Tekeli ; and grant an amnefty 
to all the Hungarians. Thofe propofitions, as the vizier 
had forefeen, being rejected, war was immediately proclaim- 
ed againft the Auftrians , and the fultan himfelf, attended by 
all his great minifters of ftate, fet out towards Jdnanople, to 
take upon him the command of the army. While they were 
on their march, they were attacked by moft dreadful fiorms, 
which threatened the ruin of the expedition, and madea 
great imprefiion upon the fuperftitious Turks. 

TheTVAr It was the winter of the year 1683, before the army was 
invade the in a condition to fet out for Belgrade, and Mohammed hav- 
empire. j n g reviewed it, inverted his vizier with Mohamet's ftandard, 

by which he made him his generaliffimo; and then he re¬ 
turned to Conftantinople. Though the vizier had>nowthe 
full command of the army, yet, as this expedition was one 
of the moft important that had ever been undertaken by the 
Oilmans , he was refolved to proceed with caution, tiiat in 
cafe of ill fuccefs, he might throw the blame upon others. 
Delibe- Having met Tekeli at E(fek , at the head of three hundred 

rations Hungarian noblemen, he afFe&ed to treat him with the 

about be- higheft refpeft •, and calling a council of war of his chief 
fieging officers, he firft demanded Tekeli 's opinion, whether thefiege 
Vienna, of Vienna fhould be undertaken that year, or delayed to the 

next. Nothing could be more diftant than this queftion 
was from Tekili’s thoughts, which were entirely confined to 
Hungary. Though fome ill informed Chrijlian writers have 
reported, that Tekeli gave his opinion for befieging Vienna 
that year; yet, it is certain, from the teftimony of the 
Turkijh officers themfelves, that in the council of war, he 
renionftrated ftrongly againft the danger and folly of be- 
fieging Vienna that year, as fuch a ftep, befides the im- 
menfe difficulties attending it, would unite all chriftendom 
againft the Oilmans. He added, that they might eafily re¬ 
duce Hungary, through the difl'entions that prevailed there; 
and, the imperial army not being able to withftand the 
Oilmans in the field, proper magazines might be foon efta- 
blifbcd in that fruitful country,which could not fail to facili¬ 
tate the entire conqueft of the German empire. The vizier 
diflcmblecl his difapprobation of Tekeli 's opinion, but pro¬ 
ceeded to take thole of the other generals, who were too 

well 
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well acquainted with his fecr.et fentimerits, to give their 
eal fenle of the queftion ; but fubmitted themfelves to his 
better judgment. The vizier perceived, from their be¬ 
haviour, that he was, in faft, Angle in his opinion ; and 
fendino- off to Buda the imperial ambaffador, whom he had 
hitherto arnufed with hopes of peace, he ordered his army to 
march towards Raab, or, as the Turks call it, Tavarin , and 
on the way he was joined by the khan of the Tartars , with 
all his troops, by which his army became fo formidable, that 
the Germans abandoned the paflage of the river, or, as fome 
fay it was betrayed to the Turks , who immediately paffed 
the 5 fame, and encamped under the walls of Raab . 

While he was making vigorous preparations for befieging 
that important fortrefs, his fpies brought him intelligence 
of Vienna itfelf being in fo untenable a condition,.that the 
emperor and his court had removed to Lintz. Nothing 
could be more agreeable, than this account was (which in 
general was true) to the vizier’s views. After treating with 
theaga of the janifaries, from whom he had the molt to 
apprehend, he again called a council of the chief pafhas, to 
take their opinion, which was now unanimous againft un¬ 
dertaking the fiege of Vienna , before they had reduced the 
places that lay between them and the city j and Tckcli re¬ 
peated his former fentiments. The vizier, upon this, pro- which is 
ducedthe fultan’s khati fbarif, or fign manual, impowering agreed 
him to aft as he pleafed; and this ftruck the pafhas with upon, 
fuch.refpeft, that they inffantly declared their readinefs to 
execute his commands, whatever they might be. The 
vizier upon this ordered his camp to be razed, and leaving a 
detachment to block up Raab , he fet out for Vienna , before 
which place he appeared, to the terror of all chriftendom ; 
after furprifing and cutting off feveral parties of the im- 
perialifts in his march, befides taking all the baggage of 
fome of their chief officers. This happened on the 
thirteenth of July 1683. As we fhall, in other parts of this 
work, have occafion more than once to mention this cele¬ 
brated fiege, we fhall here confine ourfelves chiefly to the 
part which the Othmans bore there. 

It is to this day uncertain, whether the vizier had a real Views of 
correfpondence with any of the German generals, by which the vizier, 
he had a fair profpeft of fuccefs, or whether he was not 
actuated merely by ambition. The find feems to be pro¬ 
bable, without detrafting from the influence of the other, 
which undoubtedly was very powerful in his bread:. Many 
writers, and thofe of note, are of opinion, that he had fe- 
cretly formed the fcheme of an independent empire, in the 
weft, for himfelfj every thing concurred to flatter him in 
hisprojeft. He was at the head of one of the fineft aimies 
the Othmans had ever raifed, confiding of above one hundred 
and forty thoufand regular, well difeiplined, troops, befides 
the Grim Tartars , and the attendants of his camp; the 
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whole amounting to above three hundred thoufand ni$ n ' ( 
He was poflefled of immenfe treafures, and all the European 
paftias, except Ibrahim , the beglerbeg of Buda , was in hij 
intereft ; fo that in faCt, he had nothing to fear even, from 
Mohammed himfelf. On the other hand, the Cbrlj; m 
powers were divided, and it ,was well known, that Poland 
from whence the emperor chiefly expeCted relief, was upon 
bad terms with the houfe of Aujlria . He had cut off all 
communication between the duke of Lorrain, the imperial 
general, and Vienna; the fortifications of which were in a 
bad condition; and the garrifon confifted of no more than 
eight thoufand regular troops, while the flight .of the em¬ 
peror had (truck the inhabitants with the utmoft confterna- 
tion, and dejeCtion. To bring over to his views the beg¬ 
lerbeg of Buda , from whom he had the mod: to apprehend, 
he is laid, but upon no certain grounds, to have propofedto 
give him the kingdom of Hungary , while he referved to 
himfelf all the empire of Germany , Tranfylvania , Walachia , 
and Moldavia. 

The trenches being opened, the Othman artillery played 
with fuch fury, that breaches were made in the walls, the 
outer works were taken, and it was thought, that, had the 
vizier proceeded with the fame vigour as he begun, he 
muft foon have become mafter of the place. The true 
reafon why he did not, was moft probably owing to his 
avarice. He had formed high ideas of the treafures conceal¬ 
ed in Vienna; and as he knew the rapacioufnefs of the 
iTurkijh foldiery, if the place was taken by ftorm, he (lacken- 
ed the fury of the fiege, and threw letters into the place, 
containing the moft magnificent promifes, and at the fame 
time the moft dreadful thrcatenings, to induce the garrifon 
to furrender. It is thought by many, that, belides the 
motives of ambition and avarice, we have mentioned, the 
immenfe courfe of luxury, in which he was plunged, con¬ 
tributed not a little to his relaxing the operations; but 
this agrees ill with- his general character. He found his 
greateft refiftance from count Staremberg , whom the em¬ 
peror, upon his retiring to Lintr^ had appointed to be gover¬ 
nor of Vienna ; and who made moft excellent difpolitions 
for the defence of the place. He armed the citizens, and 
the ftudents, who regularly mounted guard, under the com¬ 
mand of a phyfician. The vizier ordered only fmall parties 
to the attacks of the baftions, who were eafily re pulled, or 
cut off; and he unwarily divulged the great expectations he 
had from the German treafures. Thole expectations were 
confirmed by a feries of mifmanagements. He ordered pro¬ 
clamation to be made in his camp, that if his troops fliould 
force the walls of the city, they fhould immediately intrench 
themfelves, without prefuming to advance without his 
orders ; and, all of a fudden, he retrenched the allowanced 

his folJiers for proviftons, which became cxcefiively dear in 

the 
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ihe camp, notvVithftanding the immenfe magazines he had 


bioagh 


Kara Muftapha pretended at fir ft 


that he had retrenched the provifions, only that he might 
have fufficient to fpare to the Othmans , who were to be left 
togarrifon Vienna after it was taken ; but it foon appeared, 
that th e Hujlrian garrifons had cut off all their fupplies, 
which was the corifequence, as Tekcli had forefeen, of his 
precipitate march for Vienna. 

The janifaries coming to the knowledge of all this mif- 
conduct, would have mutinied, had not their aga and the 
pafhas been in the vizier’s intereft. They could not how¬ 
ever conceal their indignation, but called out to the Ger¬ 
mans, “ Come on infidels, the very fight of your hats will 
“ put us to flight.” The fcarcity becoming more intollera- 
ble every day, the vizier, to prevent a fedition, fent oft'a de¬ 
tachment of eight thoufand men, with orders to join Tekcli 

• ians . who were at Ternau , vith 


Hnhga 


orders to 


efburg : where the inhabitants feemed difpofed to 
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Lorrain had intelligence of this defign, and fent off’ a 


Hungarians. 


re¬ 


inforcement to 


e/b 


I . » 

confi- 


which was of the utmoft confequence to rhe 6 e-mans ; a: it 
cut off the communication between the vizier's army and 
Buda, from whence he could have drawn vail plenty of 
provifions. But the duke received an account, that the re¬ 
inforcement he fent to the garrifon of the city had been 
beat, that the inhabitants had received a garrifon of Hunga¬ 
rian malecontents ; and that Tekeli having joined the Turks, 
was preparing to befiege the caftle of Prefburg . ? . : pon this, 

he detached prince Lewis of Baden, with a firing party, 
which coming Aip with Tekeli 
derable flaughter, and cut in pieces the Turks who were 
guarding a convoy of a thoufand waggons laden with pro¬ 
vifions for the ufe of the vizier’s army ; all which fell into 
the hands of the imperialifts. 

The news of this defeat reaching the Turkijh camp before 
Vienna, increafed the fpirit of mutiny there 10 fuch a degree, 
that the vizier found himfelf under the neceflky _ _ 

orders for a general affault, which, though very furious, 
proved ineffectual, through the luperior knowledge of the 
Germans iii fpringing mines. For fome days, however, the 
affaults were renewed by the Turks with the greateft obfti- 
nacy, and though they were generally worfted, yet it was 
eaftly to be 


of giving 




lieved, the 


perceived, that, if the befieged were not 

muft be taken. Th 


city 

an officer difguifed like a 


re- 

off 


Turk , to inform the duke of- 


Lorrain of their fituation. By a moft mafic ry addrefs 


he paffed 


TurkifL 


im¬ 


perialifts, where he gave his difpatcbes to the duke, who 
immediately returned the meffenger, with affuranees of 
fpeedy relief; the receipt of which the befig'-d media ely 

fignified by playing off fky rockets, a fignal that was under- 
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Hood by the Auftrian army. Though we have no intima¬ 
tions from Chrtjlian writers, of the manner in which the 
Turk'tjh army was all this time fupplied with provifions; yet 
it feems certain, that Tekeli had found means to convey them 
by the Danube ; for the fiege, at this period, was carried on 
with greater fury than eyer.The vizier had abandoned his di¬ 
latory miftaken precautions, and had a&ually made fo many 
lodgments upon the works of the city, that, had it notheen 
for fome fignals of approaching relief,, which were given front 
the mountains of Calembcrg , where the Auftrian army lay, the 
befieged muft have loft their fpirits y But fo much were they 
re-animated by thofe fignals, that they drove the Turks from 
all their pofts with incredible flaughter. 

Which Is The infidels, by means of deferters, found out atlaftthe 
raifed by meaning of thofe rockets to be, that relief was at hand; 
the king and therefore, they prepared for a decifive battle. With this 
of Poland view, the vizier ordered Tekeli to join him with his Hunga - 
and the rians , which he. declined to do ; but upon mufter, the Turks 
Germans, found that, during the fiege, they had loft above forty thou- 

fand men. They then made another defperate, and their laft, 
effort upon the city, but were repulfed as before, with pro¬ 
digious lofs; upon which they prepared for a general en¬ 
gagement. The fires upon the heights of Catcmberg an¬ 
nouncing the approach of the Cbriftian army, juft at a time 
when the befieged were fo much exhaufted, that they could 
hold out no longer; the vizier, who amidft the confternatioit 
of his officers and foldiers, retained his prefence of mind, and 
intrepidity, fummoned a council of war, to take the opinion 
of his chief officers, in what manner he fhould proceed. 
The pafha Ibrahim , the beglerbeg of Buda , declared bimfelf 
for raifing the fiege, and marching againft the Chrijlim , 
but to keep upon the defenfive, by the infantry making a 
rampart of trees cut from the neighbouring woods, and for¬ 
tifying it with cannon, while the cavalry fhould attack the 
Ghriftians on their flanks. This advice, though backed by 
moft of the pafhas, was rejected by the vizier. He alledg- 
ed, that, by drawing off from fiege, the garrifon would 
level all their works, and repair the walls, and that the 
Chrijlian force was fo iuconfiderable, that they durft not 
venture to attack him, if his army was fortified in the man¬ 
ner Ibrahim propofed ; but that in their prefent fituatk% 
they muft attack him or fee the city taken before their eyes. 
He added, that the janifaries, if the fiege was railed, could 
not be brought to re-enter the trenches, where fo many of 
their fellow foldiers had perifhed ; and that the autumnal 
rains, if fet in, muft oblige him to raife the fiege, as they had 
formerly done So Icy man the Great. In this reafoning,- Ibra~ 
hitriy who was the only general in the army who was not 
daunted by the vizier's authority, anfvvered, that, by leaving 
a few regiments to defend the works of the camp, 'which 
were in fadd ftronger than thofe of the city, they might be 
iecure m r hut to this expedient, the vizier gave no other 

' anfwe? 
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gnjVer than again producing his abfolute powers under the 
fultan’s hand. Upon the breaking up of the council, the 
vizier maflacred all his Chriftian prifoners, who are faid to 
Jiave amounted to thirty thoufand men. 

On the eighth of September the king of Poland, who had Defeat 
flow furmounted all the prejudices he had entertained again!! and flight 
the emperor, having joined the auxiliary troops of the cir-of the 
cles, arrived with his army at the heights of Calemberg ; after Turks. 
palling the Danube without any refinance from the “Turks. 

In his march he was joined by the imperialifts, and other 
Germans , and the whole of the Chriftian army amounted to 
about fixty-five thoufand fighting men ; the imperialifts be¬ 
ing commanded by prince Charles of, Lorrain. It has been 
generally allowed, that the vizier behaved in an unfoldier- 
like manner, in not difputing the pafiage of the Danube+ 
and in contenting himfelf with fending ten thoufand men to 
obferve the motions of the Chriftians ; but this omillion, 
probably, was occafioned by the aflurance he had of a 
vi&ory, which he was in hopes would for ever exterminate 
the imperial power in Germany. On the eleventh of Septem~ 
ter, the day before that deftined for the relief of Vienna, the 
order of battle was fettled in a council of war, held among 
the Chriftians . The Polanders formed the right wing, the 
imperialifts under the duke of Lorrain , the left, and in the 
center were placed the troops of the empire, under their 
refpe&ive princes. There the king of Poland in perfon 
took poft; and in this order the whole Chriftian army de¬ 
scended from the heights of Calemberg . Had not Kard 
Mujhpha been intoxicated by felf opinion, he might have 
rendered this defeent difficult, if not impradticable, by taking 
poffelfion of the foreft of Vienna , where he might have 
raifed a battery that would have flanked the Chriftian army, 
which had made difpofitions upon that fuppofition. Inftead 
of that, the vizier extended his army from the Danube to 
the bottom of the mountain, and fent a party to attack 
count Lefey , who had raifed a battery to fecure a pafs lead¬ 
ing to Vienna ; but they were repulfed by the duke de Croy$ 
and this drew on the general engagement. 

The vizier leaving a fufficient force to continue the fiege, 
drew up his army likewife in three divilions. The palha 
of Buda had the command of the left wing, the pafha of 
Diyarbeker of the right, and he himfelf commanded the 
center, where the janifaries were polled. Upon the firft 
charge, the vizier had reafon to repent that he had not fol¬ 
lowed the advice of the pafha of Buda. The Turks were 
every where driven from their open pofts, which they had 
feized too late, and had negledled to fortify. T his firft 
advantage was purfued by the king of Poland, with irrefift- 
ible fury. The Turks were attacked on all flues, and the 
Chrijlians , from their manner of fighting, foon perceived that 
the day would be their'own, which gave them incredible 

Spirits. The vizier ip perfon, at the head of thirty thoufand 
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choice troops, attacked the divifion led by the king of 
Poland, who being feafonably fupported by fome battalions 
of the Germans, drove the infidels back to their camp, 
which was filled with confufion and difmay. The foldiers 
upon the wings of their army, feeing their center defeated, 
retired precipitately to their camp, without regarding the 
orders of their generals, and the janifaries who had been left 
to continue the fiege, under pretence of defending their 
camp, left the lines, till at laft the whole Turkift army 
joined, as it were by confent, in a total flight, which 
prevented the entire deftru6tion of their troops, who 
iuffered but inconfiderably in the battle. The truth is, 
though this vi&ory was glorious for the Chrtftians , and for 
the king of Poland in particular, yet, it was greatly owing 
to the diflike which the janifaries had to the vizier, and it is 
faid, that of the Chrtftians not above two hundred were 
killed, and of the Turks a thoufand. 

' When the vizier faw the divifion which he commanded 
broken, and unfupported by his two wings, he retired to 
his tent, which he found deferted, and fccuring the ftandard 
of Mohammed he fled after the reft of his army. The 
Chriftian generals, amazed at the little refiftance that had 
been made by the Turks , thought that an ambufeade had 
been laid for them, and this rendered them cautious of en¬ 
tering the Turkijh camp along with the fugitives. But about 
jfeven in the evening their apprehenfions were removed, by 
receiving undoubted intelligence, that the Turks had entirely 
abandoned their camp, and were flying with incredible fpeed 
to join their countrymen, who were (till blockading Raai, 
The king and prince Waldeck , a German general, then en¬ 
tered their camp, and were amazed at the immenfe booty 
which it contained, of which we have the following general 
eftimate. There were iix thoufand five hundred tents, 
four thoufand five hundred barrels of powder, fix thoufand 
weight of lead, twenty thoufand granado (hells, eight thou¬ 
sand hand granados, eleven thoufand (hovels and pickaxes, 
one thoufand fix hundred weight of match, two thou¬ 
fand five hundred fire balls, five thoufand two hundred 
weight of pitch, eleven thoufand weight of oil'of petrolium, 
and tar, five hundred thoufand of linfeed oil, nine thoufand 
five hundred of fait petre, five thoufand one hundred pieces 
of coarfe linnen, two hundred thoufand hair facks, for car¬ 
rying earth and fand, eight hundred and ten weight of iron 
bars°nnd horfe-fhoes, one hundred ladles for melting pitch, 

two hundred weight of packthread, with thongs made ot 
camels hides and huffier leather, for binding, four thou¬ 
fand (hcep-fkins, fifty-two facks of cotton, one thoufand 
five hundred empty wool-facks, two thoufand halberts, 
four hundred feythes and fickies, five thoufand fix hundred 
barrels of guns for the janifaries, two thoufand plates oi 
imn for covering targets, one hundred and twenty three 

hundred weight of greafe and tallow, two hundred and 

.. thirty 
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thirty powder horns, two thoufand fix hundred bags for 
powder, four pair of fmith’s bellows, eight thoufand carts, 
one thoufand great bombs, eighteen thoufand cannon balls, 
one hundred and eighty cannon and mortars. 

It is faid, that the Turks who fled from Vienna , travelled 
fifty four hours without meat or drink, till they reached 
their countrymen before Yawarin, where the vizier had 
full leifure to reflect on the madnefs of his own conduit. 

To palliate it as well as he could, he threw his mifcarriage 
upon the cowardice or treachery of his general officers, 
particularly the pafha of Buda , whom he accufed of having 
milbehaved at the head of twelve thoufand men, fent to 
attack the Chriflians upon their defcent from the heights of 
Calemberg. The fultan was then at Belgrade , where he re¬ 
ceived this apology from his vizier; and the pafha of Buda 
undemanding what the contents of the difpatches were, 
recriminated in other letters, which laid before the emperor 
a true account of the vizier’s mifcondu&. But before any 
anfwer could be received to them, the vizier ordered the 
pafha of Buda, and fifty officers of his army, to be ftrangled. 

The reafon he gave out was, their having, in a manner, 
forced him to undertake the flege of Vienna , and then not 
fupporting him in carrying it on. He then made the pafha 
Kara Mehemed , governor of Buda, and encamped under the 
walls of that city. After that, the Chriftian army went in 
fearch of the Ottomans, to befiege Barkan, a fort oppoflte to 
Gran-, but the Poles taking the vanguard, paid little regard 
to difeipline, and advancing without being fupported by the 
Germans under the duke of Lorrain , were defeated, with the 
lofs of two thoufand men, and all of them muff have been 
cut off had not the Germans come up to their relief. Next The Turks 
day, the Poles and Germans being now united, a bloody defeated, 
battle enfued, in which the weight of the Otbman fury fell 
upon the Poles , at whom they were particularly exafperated, 
but the latter being again fupported by the Germans under 
the duke of Lorrain, the Turks were completely defeated, 
with the lofs of ten thoufand of their befl: troops, and Barkan 
was taken. This great victory produced fo large a booty 
to the Chriflians, that the Poles and Germans quarrelled 
about the divifion of the plunder, and were with fome diffi¬ 
culty reconciled by count Staremberg , who had fo bravely 
defended Vienna . 

The defeat of the Turks , raifed fuch a fpirit of mutiny 
among their furviving troops, that the grand vizier was 
obliged to have recourfe to various artifices to fereen himfelf 
from the refentment of his foldiers. In the mean while, 
the fiege of Gran was formed by the imperialifts, and Poles , 
and taken chiefly by the courage of the Bavarian troops. 

The duke of Lorrain, however, granted the Othmans, who 
held out the place for five days, an honourable capitulation; 

and treated them with great politenefs. It is probable, that 
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had it not been for the approach of winter, and the growing 
niifunderftanding among the CbrijVian troops, the infidels at 
this time muft have been driven out of Hungary. Leventz 
Rabonitz, Probenz■ on the Drave , EJJeghet , and Brevtmtz 
near Kanifia , furrendered to the Chrijlians^ and above three 
thoufand Turks were cut in pieces at Setzin , which was 

ftormed without a capitulation. Btfides the abovernenticned 
places, many others fell into the hands of the imperialifts 
before they went into winter quarters. So many reiterated 
Ioffes on the fide of the Turks , reduced them to variance 
among themfelves. Their great officers threw their tnif. 
carriage upon each other, but the prime vizier, to exculpate 
himfelf, blamed Tekeli , for advifing him to undertake the 
fiege of Vienna. Tekeli would gladly have come to a good 
underftanding with the imperialifts, but the haughtineis of 
the court of Vienna would hear of no terms but an abfolute 
fubmiffion. All this while, the nwft dreadful cruelties 
were committed by Peireczcictis , the Moldavian prince, who 
had revolted from the Turks , upon the Critn and BnjakTar - 
tars ; who, foon after the battle o i Vienna, feverely revenged 
themfelves, and would have cut off Petreczeicus , and his 
confederates, had not the Tartar' horfe been fomuch fatigued 
that they could not continue the purfuit. Dukay , ano¬ 
ther Moldavian prince in the Turkijh intereft, was carried 
priloner to JVarfaw , where he died in confinement; and Dr- 
metrius Cantacazenus, a defeendant of the ancient Greek tm- 
perors, was fubftituted in his room. 

The fultan Mohammed , intent only on his pleafures, was 
agreeably amufing himfelf with the pleafures o: hunting, 
while his armies were thus deftroyed; but he was kept in 
the dark by the vizier, who, as long as he could difi'emblc, 
gave him hourly expectations of his troops being put in 
poffeffion of Vienna ; and fo much was the fultan perfuaded 
of the truth of this intelligence, that he had made prepara¬ 
tions for a folemn rejoicing in his capital. A few days 
undeceived him, for he received letters from his vizier, with 
an account of the dreadful defeats of his troops, and the 
lofs of his chief fortreftes in Hungary ; but throwing all the 
blame upon Tekeli^ and the pafha• llrahirn . With thole let¬ 
ters, the vizier fent immenfe prefen’ts to the fulrana Valiile , 
and the principal courtiers about the fuitan’s perfon, which 
bad fo great an effecl, that his fublime highnefs confirmed 
him in the vizier/hip, and approved of his putting the pallia 
Ibrahim to death. Thole ftratagems, however, did not long 
avail him, for while he was contriving how to get rid of the 
aga of the janifaries, and other great officers, fome generals, 
who had efcaped from the great daughter of the 0threw 
troops in Gcrrnany , and Hungary , informed the fultan of the 
truth. The pafha Ibrahim s widow, who was filler to the 
fultan, was at the head of the vizier’s enemies ; but fo fteadi- 

Jy did that minifter perfevere in his own junification, that 
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fie gained admittance to the^ fultan, who iigned a writing, 

; p r omifing never to take off his head upon any fuggeftions 
that could be brought againft: him. Ibrahims widow under- 
•flandii'fr this? travelled in difguife from Bucla> the place of 
her huioand’s government, to Adrianople , where the fultan 
reficicd, to throw herfelf at his feet, for juftice againft the 
murderer of her hufband. When fhe arrived at Adrianople , 
l heard of the death of the fultana Valtde , upon wKofe 
friendIhip fne had great dependence; but fhe had the plea- 
fure to be informed, that that princefs, upon her death bed, 
haJ cautioned her^fon againft the vizier, and had expofed 
his malverfations. To complete his ruin, Tekcli , alarmed at 
the accufations which he underftoed had been laid againft 
him by the vizier, came to the fultan’s court, where he 
juftifirrd himfelf from all the charges againft him ; and the 
janifaries tumultuoufty demanded the vizier’s head. 

Mohammed was, by this time, fufficiendy awakened to a Thegrandl 
fenfe of his own danger, and his minifter’s wickednefs; but vizier 
was at a lofs how to proceed. He was afraid of having re- ftrangled 
courfe to violent meafures, and endeavoured to pacify the 
janifaries with large fums of money ; but in the mean time 
he called a council of ftate, to deliberate on the prefent 
Situation cvf affairs. The mufti, and the great officers who 
coinpofed this council, or divan, were unanimoufly of opi¬ 
nion that the vizier fhould be ftrangled ; but the fultan 
making fome difficulty, the janifaries again rofe in tumult, 
ami demanded his head ; and this determined his fate. He 
was then at Belgrade recruiting his army, and not without 
hopes of finking fome blow that might yet five him from 
.ddh'wffion. The fultan having iigned the fentence of his 
death, committed the execution of it to the kyehaya of the 
capiji. The manner of the vizier’s fubmitting to the bow- 
ftnng, is an amazing .proof of the Oihmam obedience to 
the will of their fuperiors. This kyehaya, with two, or at 
moft three attendants, privately fet out for Belgrade, where he 
was to take off the head of the greateft fubjecl of the empire; 
while commanding a powerful army. When he approach¬ 
ed Belgrade , he privately difpatched a courier to the aga of 
the janifaries, recommending to him to difpofe matters ft? 
that the execution fhould be performed decently and with¬ 
out noife. The aga, the kyehaya, and the two execu¬ 
tioners who attended them, arrived at the vizier’s palace, 
where, though he more than gueffed their errand, he re¬ 
ceived them with the utmoft refpedf, and at their demand 
delivered up the ftandard and feals of his office, and lub- 
mitting his neck to the bowftring, he was ftrangled ; not 
without making fome proteftations of bis innocence. Many 
of his friends fiiared the fame fate, the chief of whom was 
the tefterdar, or great treafurer; and their eftates, which 
f/ere conhicated to the fultan, were thought to amount to 
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A new 
grand 
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prevented a revolution in the empire. 


of which 


The aga Seliftar, a perfon of great accomplifhments, was 
offered the feals of the vizierfhip ; but that high poft was 


vizier ap- now thought to be fo dangerous, that he excufed himfelf 
pointed, with a well turned compliment, of his not being able to 

furvive the thoughts of a feparation from the perfon of his 
adorable fovereign; upon which the feals were conferred 
upon the pafha kaymakan, Kara Ibrahim. This minifier en¬ 
tered upon a charge equally dangerous as difagreeable. Uni¬ 
versal corruption had overfpread the empire, and little re¬ 
gard was paid to the chief officers of ftate. The 
vizier had married one of the fultan’s daughters, who was 
not above eight years of age, and found himfelf involved in 
inextricable difficulties. Being of himfelf a wife, moderate 
man, he was inclined to make up matters with the Cbrijl'm 
princes, that the empire, which was exhaufted by its Ioffes, 
might have fome refpite. This advice was fo difagreeable 
to the fultan, that he threatened to hang him up in his robes 
of ftate, if he did not proceed in 
Oppreffes Chri/lians. 
the Chnf the fultan’s fury, by being committed a prifoner to the 

cuftody of the chaufh pafha, on pretence of fome damages 
received by the ’Turks , from the French fhips at Scio. The 
ambaffador, at firft, made a refolute ftand, but was obliged to 
fubmit to determined force, and all he could obtain was, that 
the fatisfaclion he was to make fhould be performed by his 
fecretary, which was done with great formality. The fecre- 
tary laid prefents before the fultan’s feet, fuppofed to amount 
to two hundred thoufand crowns, though net worth the tenth 
part of that fum, while the imperial ufher proclaimed 
aloud, Behold the agents fontfrom the king of France, to humble 
themfelves before our magnificent emperor , and in the name of 


his revenge againft the 
The French ambaffador was the firft who felt 


tifins 


iffer their prefents , in jatisfcftion for that affr 
ifult which the French flips offered at the port of Scio. 

’ * like manner 


Sir John Finch , the Englijh 

obliged to pay fome unjuft demands made u 
Turkey company; and the Dutch, and Vend 
were forced to fubmit to the like impofition. 
The Venetians refented the injuries offered 


m 


Enf.ijh 


to their nini- 


he 


fters, and, joining in a league with the emperor of Germany 
and the king of Poland, againft the Turks , they declared 
war, and the Venetian ambaffador had the boldnefs to £ 
the declaration into the hands of the kaymakan; but 
afterwards left Confaniinoplc in difguife. The Turk if 1 em¬ 
pire was very ill prepared to fuftain this confederacy. Their 
marine was in a molt defpicalde condition, and their troops 
were few, and difpirited. The vizier apologized for what 
had happened to the Venetians ; but they refuted to hear of 

any terms without the concurrence of their allies. The 

vizer 
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vizier, however, took the beft meafures he could to face the 
jlorm. He reftored the French and Englijh nations to their 
ufual privileges. He appointed the ableft generals to com¬ 
mand the Oilman armies, againft the Poles and Germans, and 
the high admiral to a£t againft the Venetians , while he him- 
felf continued at Conjiantinople , to prevent any intrigues that 
could be formed for his deftrudtion ; and gave all his de¬ 
pendents ftri£t orders to communicate to the fultan, only 
the agreeable part of public occurrences. In the mean 
while, the duke of Lorrain , the imperial general, about the 
middle of June 1684, at the head of forty thoufand men, 
marched to Vicegrade, and gave feveral defeats to the Tiurkijfh 
generals, who attempted to interrupt his progrefs. In the 
beginning of July, Witzen furrendered to the imperialifts 

and Poles, who again defeated the Turks , and foon after 
formed the fiege of Bucla. 

The fort refs of Pefi, oppofite on the Danube to Buda, was War in 
taken by the imperialifts in a few hours; but the Turkijh Hungary 
general Shaytan Ibrahim, attempting to raife the fiege, or to 
juceour the city, at the head of eighty thoufand men, was 
defeated with great lofs. A great number of fkirmifhes 
followed, generally to the difadvantage of the Othmans. But 
the latter feem to have been well commanded ; for when 
the duke of Lorrain fummoned the governor of Buda to fur- 
render, on pain of his garrifon receiving no quarter, he was 
fo far from complying, that he ordered forty imperialifts to 
be hanged on the baftions of the city, though the pafha 
ferafkier Shaytan Ibrahim, all this time continued at the head 
of a powerful army, and made repeated attempts to raife the 
fiege. He was feconded by the rains which fell during 
the month of September ; and on the fir ft of November , the 
imperialifts finding the Turkijh garrifon to be above ten 
thoufand ftrong, and that they could not cut oft* their com¬ 
munication with the Danube, raifed the fiege, and retired 

into winter quarters, with the lofs of twenty-five thoufand 
men. During this fiege, count Lejley took IVirrowit, and 
beat the Turks in two battles. At the fame time, Tekcli was 
defeated by the imperialifts in Upper Hungary. To coun¬ 
terbalance thofe Ioffes, the pafha Ayncji Soleyman defeated 

1 •* at an< J penetrated into Moldavia, and 

Ihtlakhia. _ A grand defign was then on foot to invade Con- 

Juvitinople itfelf, by means of Serban Cantakuzenns, the Turkijl) 
governor of Walakhia. This prince had entered into en- 
gagements with the emperor of Germany, and the czar of 

to drive the Othmans out of Europe, on condition 
f !,,s ta'ftg declared emperor of Conjiantinople, the imperial 
cat of his forefathers. For this purpofe, he had prepared 
a train of artillery, and raifed twenty-four thoufand men ; 

but iMvas thought, that he was poifoned by the pradlices 

°f -% *'•’ ^ 1 s Drot; her Demetrius Cantakuzenns, governor 
01 Msldavia, was depofea at the lame time by the Turkijh 

ferafkier. 
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ferafkier, who appointed Conftantine Cantemir , father to the I 
hirtorian, to fucceed him. This year, Sobicjki king of p 0 . I 
land, furprized ^uancze, upon the river Tyras, which wa?I 
only at the diftance of two hours march from Kamhiuk ; I 
but being hemmed in by the ferafkier, he made fo inglorious I 
a campaign, that the Turks , in derifion, faid he had been I 
bribed by the French king, the only friend they had among I 
the Chrijlian potentates. The Venetians were more form. I 
nate, for they obtained great advantages in Dalmatia. Their I 
fleet was commanded by Marofmi , the lame who had fur -1 
rendered Candia ; and who, by his brave actions on this I 
occafion, effaced ail fufpicions of his former conduct. H e I 
took Lenkas , or Santa Maura , an ifland and city in the I 
Ionian Sea, on the fixth of Aurufl ; and afterwards, the Fan -1 
3 dans fubdued feveral ports of Epirus, and the Mona, where I 
they defeated the army of the Turks. I 

and Mol . Tbofe fuccefies of the Venetians , gave the grand vizierbut I 

davia. little difquiet, as the Poles and Germans were now difabkd I 

from acting, by the great Ioffes they had fuftained. In the I 
beginning of the year 1685, Schultz, an imperial general,\va3 1 
entirely defeated by Tekcli ; but the duke of Lorrah beat I 
the ferafkier of Hungary, and took New Haujel, where all I 
the garrifon, which confiffed, at fit if, of three rheehnd I 
men, were put to the fword, excepting two hundred. This I 
ftruck the Turks with fuch confternation, that they aban -1 
doned the defence of Novi grade, and Vtcegrade, which fell I 
into the hands of the imperialifts. Thole Ioffes daunted I 
the ferafkier of Hungary, (who had hitherto bravely fupport- j 
ed the honour of his matter's arms) fo great!v, that hs made 
advances for a peace with the imperialisms, but they were 
rejected. Count Lrjley, and general Schultz, were equally 
fuccefsful in Sclavcma , and th eLciver Hungary ; but, though 

Tekeli' and his troops were every where routed, they chofe 

to retire to Kafchaw, and to wait for the Turkijh reinforce¬ 
ments, rather than fubmit to the imperialifts. On the fixth 
of October , Kafchaw was inverted by Caprara , tne imperial 
general; and Tekeli fent repeated difpatches for aliiftanceto 
the pafha of JVaradin , who delired his advice about the beft 
method for relieving the city. Tekeli accordingly fet out 
with about feven thoufand men, and met the pafha near 
JVaradin ; where, after receiving the greatert honours, he 
was arrerted by the pafha, and fent in chains to Conjlantr 
nople. The pafha then lent for Petrozzi , who was lieute¬ 
nant-general to Tekeli, and was defired to take upon him 
the command of the Hungarian army. Petrozzi , and the 
other officers, who had been ftunned by the faithlefs con- 
du£f of the Turks , difeovered no immediate {hew of re'.cnt- 
ment; but upon their return to their camp, Petrozzi held 
forth the villainy that had been pradftifed towards Tekch, to 

ed to take fervire under 

cn the liege of Kafchm, 


effectually, that their army refolv 
Caprara 3 who was rtill carrying 
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fyhrara received them with joy, and the garrifon hearing of 
the defection of their countrymen from the Turks to the im- 
rialifts, threw open their gates to the befiegers, and put 
them in pofleflion of the place. 

It is thought, with good reafon, that Tekeli was arrefted. Campaign 
and i«np r iF°ned, by way of atonement for the ferafkier’s own in Molda- 
ill fuccefs, to ,fave his head at the Oilman court. Tekeli , via 
however, had his agents at the fame court, who juftified 
himfo well, that orders were fent from Confiantinople to re- 
jnftate him with honour in his command. In the mean. 
w hi!e, the king of Poland tampered with prince Conjlantine 
Cantemir , to revolt from the Turks , which that prince ap¬ 
peared inclinable to do, if he could have brought the ftates 
of the country, whofe wives and children were hoftages for 
their fidelity at the porte, to join him. This being found 
impracticable, the king fent an army under the command of 
two generals, Potocky, and Tahlanowjki , to fuhdue Moldavia . 

Cantemir , not much to his honour, kept a private corref- 
pondence with them, and advifed them to begin with the 
liege of Kami nick. The Poles defpifed this advice, and ex- 
piefled a contempt for all the Othman power, advifing Can - 
irnir at the fame time to join them, under the pain of be¬ 
ing treated as an enemy. A bridge was run over the Tyras 
by the Poles , who were foon encountered by twenty-five 
thoufand Turks , fifty thoufand Tartars , and five thoufand 
Moldavians. Both armies halted, and by the management 
of Cantemir , the Turks might have been perfuaded not to 
have hazarded a battle; but the Poles imputing their caution 
to timidity, attacked the Moldavians under Cantemir , who 
being fupported by the Turks, obtained, according to his 
fon’s account, a compleat viftory. This was the only ad¬ 
vantage the Ottomans gained during the whole campaign ; 
which was, in other refpeCls, fo unfortunate for them, that 
the Maynottee, a people of the Morea , revolted from them ; 
and the Venetian general count de St. Paul , beiieged and took 
Korn, and put all the garrifon to the fword. While Koron 
was befieged, the Maynottee , who are reported to be the 
braveft people of Greece , and defeended from the antient 
Spartans, befieged and took Zarnata , and Gommenizza ; but 
were repulfed before Zing. Many other aClions happened 
in the Morea , with various fuccefs ; but they are differently 
reprefented by the Turks , and Venetians , and are of them- 
felvcs unimportant in their confcquences. 

Thofe unfavourable events, occafioned vafl uneafinefs to and Hu*» 
the grand vizier, who had no other way to fhelter himfeif „ ar y . 

. from the fate of his predeceffor, but by putting to death the 
generals who commanded in the unfortunate expeditions. 

The only pallia who held out againft the bloody politics of 
the grand vizier, was So ley man, who had defeated the Foies , 
snd was thereby become extremely popular in the empire. 

The vizier not being able to deftroy him, periuaued the 

fultaa 
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Buda. 
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fultan to appoint him ferafkier, or general, againft the Cer* 
mans i and he was fucceeded in his command in Poland hy 
Buikkli Mujlapha. Upon this appointment, the kifler aga* 
who was Soleyman’s friend, gave him intimation, that his 
preferment was a trap to ruin him ; and advifed him to re¬ 
pair to Conjlantinoplc. Being admitted, after his arrival, to 
an audience of the fultan, he laid before him the dangerous 
ftate of his empire, and being feronded by the kiflar aga, or 
chief of the black eunuch’s, Soleyman was appointed grand 
vizier, and Kara Ibrahim was banifhed to Rhodes . It is 
certain, that,when this removal took place, the Oif/;;««« em¬ 
pire was in fo deplorable a condition, that even the horfe- 
furniture in the imperial ftables, made of plate, was coined 
into money. The new vizier knew the difficulties he had 
to ftruggle with, and that the imperialifts were daily gaining 
ground in Hungary , and Germany. He ordered all the gold 
and filver vefFels in the palace to be coined, and raifed an 
army; but one of the firft meafures of his adminiftration, 
was to free Tekeli from his imprifonment, and to reinftate 
him in all his former honours. That nobleman being thus 
delivered, endeavoured to raife the fiege of Mon gate , which 
was defended againft Caprara by his lady, with l'uch invin¬ 
cible refolution, that, without his affiftance, fhe obliged the 
Germans to abandon their enterprife, about the middle of 
April 1686. 

On the eleventh of 'July, the fame year, the imperialifts 
made difpofitions for befieging Buda. This enterprife was 
greatly favoured by the dejection of the Turks , through a 
Jong feries of mifearriages, and mifmanagements. Several 
actions, all of them to the difadvantage of the Oilmans , 
preceded the fiege, which was at laft formed by the imperial 
general Staremhcrg j and on the thirteenth of the fame month, 
the Turks burnt down the lower town, having retired 
to the upper, which was well provided for a defence, and 
garrifoned by eight thoufand men, under the paffia of the 
place. On the fourteenth, the duke of Lorrain took upon 
himfelf the command of the fiege, and the ferafkier, who at¬ 
tended his motions with an army, found it fo much difpirit- 
ed, that he retired to the diftance of three leagues, with an 
intention (as he could not raife the fiege) of throwing 
fuccours into the place. The pafha of Maroz was ap¬ 
pointed to that fervice; but he was defeated by the Germans. 
The fiege was then vigoroufly prefled by the latter. The 
garrifon made a brave defence, and the pafha of Buda being 
killed, he was fucceeded in his command by Shaytan Ibrahim , 
This general was then eighty years of age, and incompara¬ 
bly the beft officer the Turks bad in the Held; but vvas 
confiderablv indebted for his advancement to Sir jonatoan 
Daws, an Englijh merchant. Several fallus were made 
from the town, and feme with fuccefs, cn the part of the 
Turks the ferafkier all the while hanging, with a lar£ e 
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body of troops upon the flcirts of the Cbrifiian army. This 
obliged the duke of Lorratn to divide his troops; he took the 
command of one part of them, with whom he faced the 
feralkier, and left the other divifion to continue the fiege, 
under Staremherg. This encouraged the duke of Lorrain to 
give orders for battering the town in preach, which was 
executed with vaft fuccefs by the baron de Ajl't , who made 
himfelf matter of the lower town, and the cattle. On the 
twenty-fixth of July , the befiegers were advanced within 
fixty paces of the counterfcarp, and both they and the be- 
fteged underwent vaft difficulties. Every day produced 
fallies, in which the Turkijh troops behaved fo bravely, that 
had it not been for a feafonable reinforcement of Bavarian 
infantry, the fiege mutt have been raifed. The duke of 
Lorraiiti exafperated at the unexpe&ed refiftance he met» 
with, fent a defperate kind of a mefiage to the garriforr, 
threatening, that, if they did not furrender, all within the 
city Ihould be indifcriminately put to the fword. Shaytan , 
the commandant of Buda , treated this tneflhge with fo much 
difdain, that he ordered forty Chriftians to be put to death 
•on the ramparts of the city, in fight of the Chrijiian army ; 
and fent for anfwer to the fummons, that he would treat 
all the Cbrijlians who fell into his hands in the fame manner, 
without either giving or receiving quarter. The fiege then 
went on with redoubled fury, till fuch numbers of the Cbrif- 
iian officers were deftroyed, that the undertaking was looked 
upon as impra&acible, efpecially after the arrival of a new 
vizier, with a frefh army of fixty thoufand Turks. But in 
the mean while, the chief magazine of the befieged blew 
up, and feveral bodies of the janifaries, fent to enter the 
place, being defeated; the Othman army, both without and 
within the city, was entirely difpirited, and at laft hung out 
a white flag. The Germans , who had fuffered incredible which is 
hardlhips during the fiege, were then intent upon ftorming taken, 
the place, and difregarding the fignal, entered it fword in 
hand; and the pafha Apti , who had fucceeded Shaytan in 
the command, being killed in the breach, the place was 
taken by ftorm. About two thoufand Turks fortified them- 
felves within their works, and refolutely demanded quarter, 
which, after a council of war was held, was granted them ; 

and they were the only Othmans who were faved from the 
fword. 

Buda being thus taken, in fight of the grand vizier, who 
was unable to relieve it, and with tears lamented the lofs of 
tt; the duke of Lorrain fent one divifion of his army, under 
the prince of Baden , into the Lower Hungary , and another, 
wider the generals Caraffa , and Heujler , into the upper. 

The prince of Baden , on the fifteenth of September , took 
Simontborn , and, foon after, Kapofwiwar bv ftorm. He next 
attacked and took Quinque Ectlefus , or the Five Churches ; and 
burned and deftroyed a vaft number of other places belong¬ 
ing 
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ing to the Turks in the Lotver Hungary, Carajfa , and tieuflir . 
were equally fortunate in Upper Hungary , where Veteran! 
another of the imperial generals, after defeating the vizier 
Unfuc- with great lofs, took Segbedin. In the mean while, the em- 

cefsful peror of Germany , that he might improve the advantages 

campaign which fomany victories gave him, entered into a negotiation 
of the the with two czars of RuJJia , "John and Peter , the latter of 
Poles. whom was afterwards the famous emperor of that name. As 

they had feme differences with the Poles , the negotiation met 

with feveral rubs ; but at laft the German emperor prevailed 
upon them to give up to the czars, ICiow , and Smolenjko. Upon 
this, Sobiejki again marched an army into Moldavia , where 
he made a new attempt upon prince Cantemir , to declare in 
his favour. This prince, as before, expreffed vaft affe&ion 
for the Chrijhan caufe, and promifed to do, underhand,all 
that was in his power to favour the Poles ; but declined 
doing any thing openly till fuch time as Sobiejki had defeated 
hoth the Turks and the Tartars. It appears that, at the time 
Cantemir returned this anfwer, he was a£tually in the Otlman 
fervice ; but all the benefit which Sobiejki reaped from his 
friendfhip, amounted to a few days of jollity, which he 
fpent at JeJJi, upon the provifions that had been there laid 
in for his ufe by that prince. • 

Danger of The feralkier Mujlapha , at laft, difeovered Cantemir’ s prac- 
Cantemir. tices with the Poles y and threatened to lay Moldavia wafte, 

and to treat him as a rebel; but Cantemir found means to 
elude his rage, by again joining his camp. Sobiejki , by this 
time, began to feel the inconveniency of devouring the ma¬ 
gazines that had been laid up for him at JeJJi. His army 
was in want of provifions, and he repaffed the Pntlh in 
hopes of feizing fome magazines belonging to the Tartan, 
He was followed by the ferafkier, who furrounded his armyj 
and it was with difficulty that he repafied the fame river, 
and thereby faved his army ; but was guilty of many inhu¬ 
manities againft the Moldavians, owing perhaps, to C ant mb’s 
treachery ; as there is little reafon to believe, that he would 
be more faithful to the Poles , than he was to the Turks , un¬ 
der whom he held his command. Even the moft facred 
places were not free from his violations, but the inhabitants 
were fufficier.tly revenged upon him, by the epidemical 
diftemper which broke out in his army, and the difgraceful 
Ioffes he met with in his retreat. 


Campaign All this while, the Venetians were carrying on afcrifk war 
of the againft the Turks , and took Ottokh , we re they put all the 
Venetians, garrifon to the (word. After this, the kapudan pnffia, or 

high admiral of the Oihmar.s , made an attempt, but without 
fuccefs, upon Kiclajfa , which was relieved by the Venetian 
fleet, while their general count Con'wgsmarky after twice de¬ 
feating the ferafkier of the Morea , befieged and took Modena 
where he found one hundred pieces of cannon, with vaft 

jnagazines of provifions. Merojini , another Venetian general, 
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laid (lege to Napoli di Romania , and Coningsmark beat the 
f^ier who was advancing to its relief j and after feveral 

KiA i . i __ _ i _ r _t i rr 


very 


negotiate 


obftinate battles, the place was furrendered to the Ve- 
nit’MS. Upon the clofe of this campaign, which had been 
very unfortunate for the Turks , the fultan fent a minifter to 

a treaty with the emperor of Germany j but the 

latter refufed to liften to any terms without the participa- 
t jon of the Poles , and the Venetians. This difppoinlment 
obliged the fultan’s minifters to have recourfe to very op- 
preftive meafures ; and both the Germans , and Venetians , in 
the beginning of the year 3687, obtained fuch advantages* 
that even the inhabitants of Conjlantinople became apprehen¬ 
sive for their own fafety, and at laft, proceeded to iedition, 
demanding the depofition of the fultan himfelf. This alarm- 
j n a news obliged him to repair immediately to Confianii- 
viple, where he laid the blame of all the public mifearriages 
upon his minifters ; and to quell the fedition, he fold all the 
jewels in his treafury, and gave the produce of them to hi*, 
troops, to an immenfe value. But this liberality reached no 
farther than to thofe who partook of it, nor could it revive 
a warlike fpirit in the reft of the Othman empire ; for, of 
forty thoufand troops who v/ere expe&ed from Afia , not 
above fix thoufand arrived at Conjlantinople. A negotiation 
was thereupon fet on foot by the vizier, who offered to give 
speven Tekeli s perfon ; but nothing would content the em¬ 
peror lefs than fix millions of gold, (meaning we fuppofe 
ducats) and an abfolute ceffion of all the places the Ottomans 
held in Hungary ; upon which the war went on. Seleyman % 
in this campaign, fhewed great abilities as a general, for 
though he was at the head of no more than fifty thoufand 
difpirited troops ; and though the duke of Lorrain , who 
was reckoned one of the beft generals in Europe, com¬ 
manded fixty-four thoufand men, all of them well difciplin- 
ed, and flufhed with victories; yet, he chofe his camp fo 
judicioufly under the fortifications of EJJeh, that the duke of 
lorrain , when he palled the Drove, in order to attack him, 
found himfelf under a necefiity of intrenching his own 
army; and the Turkijb cannon was fo well ferved by French 
engineers, that the Germans were actually bear, and forced 
to repafs the Drove with considerable Ic-fs. The Othmans 
impetuofity did not fufrer Suleyman to make all the advan¬ 
tage he might have derived from this action ; though they 
purfued the Germans fo furioufly, that they were drawn 
from their advantageous firuation, to fight upon equal terms. 
Both armies behaved with great intrepidity in this battle, 
which was fought on the feventh of Aitgufs 1687, at Mokate ; 

but the German dilcipiinc 


Othmans , which as fir ft w 


ic prevailed over the fury of the, 
as next to irrcfiftible. The elector 
of Bava-ia , and prince Leivis of Baden, diftinguifhed them- 
fclves’greatly againft the janifaries, and the Ipahis, whofe 
fjpiiits beginning to flag, were firft put into confufion, 

and 
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and then driven back on their camp, which the Germans cn» 
tered at the fame time, when the rout of the Oilmans was 
completed. Eight thoufand of the janifaries, with the agj 
at their head, were killed; three thoufand of their other 
troops were drowned in the Dravc , and two thoufand taken 
prifoners ; while the imperialifts loft no more than one thou¬ 
fand men in the laft day’s a£f ion, and remained matters of 
the Turkijh camp ; which, befides fixty-feven pieces of can¬ 
non, contained amazing quantities of all kinds of ammuni¬ 
tion and provifions. . # 

The vizier, notwithftanding his defeat, ached as an able 

general. He reinforced the garrifon of EJJekj left fix thou¬ 
fand men to guard the bridge of Peterivaradin , and retreated 


The 


w 


to Belgrade , there to recruit his army. 
rain finding himfelf unable, from thefe cmpontions made by 
the vizier, to advance farther on that fide, made a feint, as 
if he intended to befiege Tcmefiyar ; which drew the Turkijh 
army down to defend that city. The vizier being- thus 


joma and Servia , Dunewahl , an 
Drove at the head of ten thou- 


He 


EJJek 


land men, and befieged and took Burzin. 
JVappOi and not only reduced that pla 
which was deferted by its garrifon, as \ 
other forts in Sclavonia 


it was entirely reduced by the imperialifts. The dub 


Turks 


of Lorrain , with the main body of his army, was, all this 
while, obferving the motions of the Turks in Hungary, but 
his army fuffered prodigioufly through the vvetnefs of the 
feafon, and he was obliged to make good his quarters ii 

Tranfylvania. Mikbael Apaffi 


Turks 


ginning of the campaign, entered into a correfpondence with 
the Germans , to whom he promifed winter-quarters in his 
government. When the duke of Eorrain advanced tc ZoIko^ 
he fent to demand the performance of this promife; which 
Apaffi, either becaufe he faw the weak ftate of the duke’sar- 
my, or being really afraid of the Turks , evaded ; alledging, 
that his promife extended no farther than quarters for a tew 
regiments: upon which, the duke entered. Tranfyhmr, 
where he took Klaufenburg and Hermanjladt with little orna 
lofs ; and, the other chief places of the province opening 
their gates to him, Apaffi and the ftates concluded^ treaty, 
by which they recognized the emperor of Germany's autho¬ 
rity. . . , ,171 

While the war was thus carrying on fo much to tne ai.a 


vania 

Turks 


Ruffians , who v 
aded Grim Tai 


Hungary , Sclavonia , and Tranf 


foil forty if,ouftnd of his be'ft troops partly by the faorf 
and partlv by difeafes ; and, fome difturbances happening 

at home, he was recalled, as is faid, by the princefs bom 

7 who 
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v /no managed the affairs of that empire under her brothers 
jrvan and Pets*-. The Foies were not more fortunate under 
jwmSobiefth their king’s fon, who befieged Kamrniek, but, 
upon the advance of the Turks ^ made an inglorious terrcat. 


&S? 


The fourth ChrljVmn confederate 
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re 


vlnC e, the important city of Fair us being the hr ft to fehmit. 
The Venetians owed thefe advantages chiefly to their fupen- 


Uufab of Pair 


i Pafk 


dered thecaftle of R.uvulia , but firft blew up its walls- The 
fort of More a capitulated at the fighr of the Venetian fleet ; 
and at haft, the thong city of Lcpanto , after a flight canno¬ 
nade from the Venetian gullies, furrendered likewife. Thefe 
fc.tr important fortrefles were reduced in thefpace of twenty- 

four hours, and all their artillery fell into the hands of the 

% 

coiiQiierors. 

AProfixi, the Venetian admiral, next appeared before the as are . 

cdi.itely furrendered j * n 

ail ; ne bombarded, but with little eh eel, Napoli di Malvujia , More a and 
the ftrongcft fore in all the Monea. He then (ailed to Corinth , Pa.Imatia, 
the reduction of which he knew v. oulu fhut the Turks out of 


and Mi fit 



the More a , and be followed by 


The 



zine ., which was extinguifhed by As to the fe- 

rafle;er, he barbaroufly put to death all the Greek: wh o fell 
into his hands, and retired towards Thebes. Soon after this, 
Csnhigmark advanced by land again ft Athens , as Mcrfmi & id 
byfeaj and, landing his men within fix miles of the city, 
began to throw into it red hot bullets; one of which falling 
into a magazine, blew it up : upon which the garrifon, con¬ 
futing of iix thoufand men, capitulated ; and were allowed 


to march out of the city with what they could carry, but 
without their arms. Some Turks , who had intermarried with, 
the Greeks, remained in the place, and embraced the Chnfilc.n 

Mevara was next furrendered to the conquerors. 


rengion. 
who burnt it. 


The 


Bofnla laid fe 


Vi 


allies 


s ci 

then formed 


joined by the pope’s and the Venetian 
the fiege of Cajlcllo Nuevo ; which the path a of Bofnla at¬ 
tempted to relieve; but he was obliged to retire with the lofs 
cf three hundred of his beft men. Notwithftanding this, 
the place made a brave defence againft the Ch- ijiians , who 
entering the city by f orm, both that and the caftle capitu¬ 
lated. The ’ ’ ■ 


Chriflia 


the 


courage and conduct of their generals and foidiers in all thofe 
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a&ions and fieges; and it muft be owned that a total d&i 
fpondency appears, at this time, to have prevailed through 

all the Othmari empire. 


As the 


mutinies, commanding officers, the vizier So ley man, after lofing the 

battle of Mohatz , perceiving them ripe for a mutiny, en- 
deavoured to appeafe them, partly by giving them money, 
and partly by finding .them employment. The important 
town of Erla , or Agria , had been, for fome time, blocked 
up by a fmall body of the imperialifts; and, being cut off 
from all provifions, was in danger of furrendering, when 
the vizier ordered one thoufand janifaries and five hundred 
jfpahis to relieve the place, who a&ually refufed to go upon 
the fervice unlefs he marched at their head. Soleyman faw it 
was in vain -to contend with a fpirit which had grown too 
ftrong to be fubdued. According to the Turkijh hiftorians, 
he imputed all the mifcarriages of the late campaign to the 
bad condu& of certain pafhas, who, hearing they had been 
complained of at court, fought to prevent their deftru&ion 


>y 


utiny was one Siavus , or Chiaujh Pajh 
Chrijlian writers, one OfmanPaJh 


At the head of 


demanded of the vizier three months pay that was due to 
the janifaries. He informed them that the money was on 
the road, and that they fhould be paid in a few days; but 
this did not fatisfy the mutineers, who demanded, either to 
be immediately paid, or, that he fhould refign the vizier- 
fhip. The vizier found fome pretext for withdrawing; up¬ 
on which the mutineers immediately declared Siavus Pajha 


mutineers intended to murder 


Chrijl 


tent, killed feveral of his attendants ; but he himfelf efcaped 
in a boat down the Danube. 

The mutineers difpatched a mefienger to inform the fultan 
of what they had done ; but, before his arrival, Soleyman had 
been at court, where he was well received by MobammuU t0 
whom he related the ftory of his depofition, and laid the 
chief blame upon Siavus. The fultan being fatisfied of So- 
leymans innocence, defired him,' with tears jn his eyes* 
to conceal himfelf, in the houfe of a friend, from all but 


o _ 

Pajha 


obeyed. Two 


Turkijh 


was formed tor cieponng tne juiuan himfelf. The Chrijiiow, 
on the other hand, think that Siavus did not intend to goto 
far, and, that he joined in the fcheme only becaufe he lav/ 
himfelf in danger from the army, if he oppofed it. At nrlt, 
he afFe&ed a backwardnefs to take upon himfelf the vizicr- 

fhip, till it was given him by the fultan, and he adviicd 
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ihem to proceed by way of petition. One was accordingly marches 

drawn up, in the nature of a remonftrance, informing the to Con- 

fultan, that the army was refolved to march to Conjianti- Jlaniinoph 

wple to demand juftice upon the vizier, who had trcache- 

rouiiy deferted them, unlefs he inftanrly fent them the head 

of that traitor, with the pay that was withheld from 

them by his great officers of ftate, The fultan being more 

and more convinced of his vizier’s innocence, returned no 

other anfwer to this remonftrance, than that the money was 

ready; but the plot had been too deeply laid to be fruftrat- 

ed by this compliance, for the foldiery immediately exclaim* 

cd, that the fultan was as mu'ch to blame as his vizier* and 

that both of them deferved the fame fate; and upon this* 

they tumultuoufly began their march towards Conjlaniinople. 

The fultan, who had ruined himfelf by not having refolu- 
tion enough, at firft, either wholly to deny, or to grant, the 
demands of the mutineers, held a confultation with his 
minifters how to proceed. Rcgeb the kaymakan, a brave 
intrepid officer, advifed him to defend himfelf in his feraglio 
to the laft extremity ; but the kifler aga, being of a different 
opinion, Soleyman fent the feals, and even the great ftandard 
of the empire to Siavus, who received them with refpeft ; 
but told the feli&ar aga, who brought them, that the troops 
were not to be appeafed unlefs they had the heads of the 
vizier, the tefterder, and gyumrukchi, or receiver of the 
cuftoms. This was reported to the fultan by the felidtar 
aga, who informed him, at the fame time, that the foldiers 
were in arms, and had a&ually put to death fuch of their 
officers as they fufpe&ed to be well inclined to the govern- 
vernment. Mohammed , by the kiflar aga’s advice, refolved 
to gratify them to the full; but in the mean time to fend 
for the pafha Muftapha , brother to the late vizier Kicprili * 
whofe memory was dear to the foldiery, and to employ him 
in bringing about a reconciliation. Soleyrnan the vizier was 
accordingly feized and ftrangled, as were all the great officers 

about the palace, who were thought to be difagreeable to 
the army, which was then at Adrianople. The pafha 
Muftapha was received with much affetftion by the fultan, 
and created kaymakan of Conjlantinople , with full powers of 
granting the troops all they could demand, 

Muftapha accordingly offered them every thing, but the and de- 
(sepoiition of the fultan, which was now their chief object, pofes the 
Siavus t the new grand vizier, expreffed great reluctance to fultan. 
come to farther extremities, and exerted all his authority to 
detain the army at Adrianople j but perceiving his own life 
Jo be again in danger, through bis backwardnefs to 
bead them, he brought them to Cotiftantinople y where he 
waited with great refpe£t upon the fultan, who promifed 
to make him the greateft fubjedl in his empire, if he fue¬ 
led in quelling rhe tumult. The vizier, upon ni>. return 
*o his palace, aflembled the chief confpirators, and employ- 
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ed all his art in diverting them from their purpofe of depof. 

ing the fultan. . They heard him with great coolnefs, and 

feemed to agree to his reafons 5 but they no fooner left his 
palace, than they aflembled in the orta jami, or council 
chamber of the janifaries, where it was refolved to include 

the vizier among the number of their enemies, for favour- 

ing .the fultan. This refolution being imparted to the 
whole body of the janifaries, the flame of fedition was in 

ant communicated to all orders of men in 'Ccn/kn- 
iinoplc. The clergy, partly through choice, and partly 
through fear, joined the foldiery ; and all the other inha- 
birams conftruing this as a divine mandate for the emperor’s 
depofition, fnatched up what weapons were next them, and 
repaired with a kind of a religious fury to the church of 
Saint Sophia , where the grand confulcation was to be held. 
It appears, that there was then no mufti at Conjlantmplc , 

none having been created fince the banifhment of the laft 
one, fo that the nakib, or holy overfeer, and the fheykh, or 
pried: of Saint Sophia, prefided in theafl’embly. Their full 
mcafure was to fend for the kaymakan ( Muftapha ), whole 
prefence they thought would give a fanction to their refold- 
tions. When he came, the fheykh laid before him the dif- 
graces and Ioffes that had lately befallen the empire, and the 
neceflity of depofing fo worthlefs and indolent a prince as 
Mohammed, who minded only his diverfions. 

While he was in the midft of his harangue, an account 
came, that the emperor had attempted to put to death his 
brothers Solcyman , and Ahmed, but that they had been faved 
hy &he boffangi, who were then furrounding them with a 
guard. This information encreafea the fury of the aflem- 
biy, to fuch a degree, that they would not only havedepofed 
but murdered, the fultan, had they not been retrained by the 
wildom and authority of the kaymakan, who advifed them 
to fend the nakib, and the fheykh to the fultan, to impart 
to him the fentence of his depofition, in the name of the 
clergy, foldiery, and AlaJIsm nation, and to require him, at 
the fame time, to leave his palace, and refign his dignity to 
his brother Ssleyman. The fultan received the me fill ge with 
great compofure, entered upon a defence of his govern¬ 
ment, reproached the clergy, or uema, for having corrupt¬ 
ed the minds of his people ; and their mufei (who he laid 

rfpiracy) for having advifed the 


was at the bottom of the confp 
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tinfuccefsful war again ft the Germans, which was the fpnng 
of all his mit fortunes. The nakib paid little regard to v.'hat 
he laid, and told him, that he came not to reafon with him, 
but to receive his abdication ; which Mohammed at kft 
foiemnly pronounced on the twenty-ninth of October i68j, 
in favour of his brother Soleyman. Upon this, MohanvrA 
was conducted to his apartment, where he was clofdv 


apartment, 

confined during the remaining part of his life, which w. ! .s 
ibur years, he then dying a natural death ; a fate very un- 

conifficii 
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common to a depofed Turkijh emperor. Some however, 
have written, that he was poifoned by order of his brother 
Jhrnct, at the inftigation of a wicked aftrologer, who had 
a pique at him, and who pretended to foretel, that, if he 
tvas luffered to live, he would reafcend the Othman throne. 
Mohammed died at fifty-two years of age, of which he reigned 
forty, five months, and fixteen days. He is generally allow¬ 
ed to'have been brave in his perfen, and juif in his inclina¬ 
tions; but, during the laft four years of his reign, he feems 
to have given up all concern in the government, that he 
might indulge himfelf in his pleafures ; and this indolent 
difpoiition was attended v/ith the fame confequences, that 
would have attended weaknefs, injuftice, and tyranny. 




Solcyman the Second. 

T is probable, that when the news of Soleyman’s advance- Soleymas 
^ment was brought him by the boftangi pafha, or head gar- fucceeds. 
dener; he looked upon it, as a trap for his life. He con¬ 
tinued obftinate for fome time in refilling the dignity, on 
account of the great regard he had for his brother Moho.m - 
nd\ and at laft, the botfangi pafha was obliged, in a man¬ 
ner, to force him out of his room, and to carry him to the 
throne, which he mounted with fear and trembling $ and 
not without many expreffions of relu&ance. Having been 
long in confinement, he had addicted himfelf to habits of 
fludy and devotion ; fo that his new dignity, for feme time, 
fat aulcwardly upon him. At laff, all the neceflary forms 
of his inaugration being gone through, he confirmed Siavus 
in the vizierfhip ; and ordered him to quell the remains of 
the tumult. Siavus had a moft difficult talk to perform in 
this. The janifaries demanded their pay, and the ufual 
donative bellowed upon them at the acceffion of every new 
emperor ; but the vizier found no money in the treafury ; 
fo that he was obliged to'have recourfe to feveral fevere 
methods of taxation, and to amufe the officers with fair 
words, and promifes of great employments. This method 
fucceeded tolerably well for fome time, and the vizier difiem- 



_ * * 

certain affronts and injuries offered to his perfon, with 
a view of ieverely revenging them in time. The brave 
pafha Regeb, who had in the late reign, by his lingular 
addrefs and prefence of mind, efcaped the bowftring which 
was fent him, was now ftrangTed, his great abilities and 
f.rir.nefs rendering him too formidable, even to the vizier 
himfelf. The latter permitted the janifaries to difplace their 
aga, and to chofe in his room a young man of twenty-five 
years or age, who had been bred afurgeon. T' 
having thus thrown off all regard for miiitai 
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vizier found bimfelf fafe only by following their dilates, 
which always terminated in raifing money, to gratify their 
avarice. AH the furviving officers, and fervants of the late 
fultan, were taxed, fome of them to the value of all they 
were worth, and large ranfoms were raifed for thofe who 
lay in prifon for ftate matters. 

The fe- Thofe expedients procured a temporary tranquility, and 
dition on the feventeenth of November , the new fultan went in a 
quelled, boat to the feray of Ayub , where he was girt by the nakib 

with the fword of ftate, an indifpenfible ceremony of his 

inftalment. This ceremony being performed, he returned 
in ftate, and foon after a univerfal change of the adniini- 
ft ration took place. The expences of the court, which had 
been exorbitant in the late vizier’s reign, were ret enched, 
by which a vaft deal of money was faved ; and the gold and 
ftiver utenfils in the imperial ftables were coined, but all 
was infufficient to fatisfy the growing avarice of the 
foldiery, who, if poffible, became more outrageous. Per¬ 
ceiving that the authority of Kicprili the kaynrakan, flooditt 
their way, he was removed from his place, and the vizier,in 
hopes that their infolence would fome time or other render 
them odious to the people, efpccially the inhabitants of 
Conjlantinophi raifed to the higheft pofts all whom they 
named. At laft, a new war appearing inevitable with the 
Chrijiians , the vizier fet up the horfe-tail as a fignal of his 
intention to take the field, and produced a khatti fharif, or 
order from the grand fultan, demanding their obedience; as 
all their demands had been gratified, and threatened to punifh 
as rebels all who were refradfory. The vizier would not 
have ventured to publiili this paper, had he not been well 
allured that the mutineers were now divided among them- 
felves. When it was communicated to the aga of the jani- 
faries, he and all the chief officers promifed obedience to it; 
but Tesfuji , the moft dangerous pf all the mutineers, declar¬ 
ing, that the man was a villain who obeyed it; he was 
immediately put to death by order of the aga, who was 
foon after aflaffinated by TesfujPs friends. The mutineers 
then openly ran through the ftreets proclaiming the vizier 
to be a traitor, and a breaker of his oath; and robbing the 
hioufes of all whom they had not yet plundered. The 
vizier thought to appeafe them by refigning his office, and 
(hutting himfelf up with fome friends in his palace, which 
the mutineers immediately hefet, but upon their endeavour¬ 
ing to break open the gates, they were repulfed by thofe 
wichin, who were about a hundred in number, with the 
Death of vizier at their head. But though great numbers of the con- 
the vizier, fpirators were thus killed, yet the vizier and his party were 

too inconfiderable to hold out long, and the few of them 
who remained alive leaped from the houfe into the ftreet; 

and thus the vizier was left alone. In this fituaiion, he 
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frilled twelve of the janifaries with his own hand, at the 
door of his chamber ; but at laft he was (hot through the 
head and fell dead. His death feemed tc. encreafe the fury 
ofrhe furk^ by their breaking into his women’s apartment, 
whom they treated with the moft unmanly indignities, and 
cruelty. Their madnefs, as the late vizier had forefeen, 
juined them $ for the ulema, and all the inhabitants of 
Conjiantinople , feeing no end of their tyranny, affembled un¬ 
der the (landard of Mohammed , and made proclamation, that 
all who were not willing to be deemed infidels fhould join 
them. Upon this, the rioters fearing to be overpowered, 
offered to fubmit, but thirteen of their ringleaders were put 
to death. The mufti, whom they had fet up upon their own 
authority was depofed, and his predeceflor reftored to his 
dignity. The titles of the emperor were proclaimed afrefh, 
and folemnly recognized by the multitude ; while an aged 
man, the pafha Nijangl , was created vizier, and another aga 
of vhe janifaries appointed. After the riot was fully quell¬ 
ed, many Armenians and other wretches, who had difguifed 
themftlves like ’Turks , that they might rob and plunder with 
the greater fafety, were detected and hanged ; but an adfc 
of indemnity being proclaimed on condition, that all who 
weic concerned in the late commotions, fhould reftore 
what they had plundered to the rightful owners, all was 
quiet. 

Til! then, the fultan’s reign had been a continual feene 
of uproar and rebellion ; but, we are informed by Chrijlian 
authors, that above one thoufand of the rioters were, in the 
night time, thrown into the fea. This coming to the 
knowledge of the janifaries, they again took arms j but the 
fultan threw the blame of thofe executions upon the new 
vizier, whom he banifhed to Rhodes , and reinftated in his 
favour the pafha Kioprili Mujlapha. The fultan then ap¬ 
pointed one Tekkiur to the vizierfhip. Here it may be pro¬ 
per to inform the reader, that this high preferment could 
beheld with fafety only by a man of confummate abilities ; 
hecaufe the vizier’s head, or difgrace, v/as an atonement 
ottered up by the fultan for all mifearriages of government} 
and it is plain, that the late fultan owed his depofition to 
bis aftedfion for his vizier. The public tranquility being 
reftored, the fultan began to difeover fome talents for go¬ 
vernment. He publifhed edicts againft taverns, and to¬ 
bacco, which he perfonally enforced in difguife, with great 
feverity. But the diforders which had been fupprefied in the 
•capital, now fpread into the provinces, where the head of a 
S J , n S °f banditti, inftigated the fpahis to demand the gra¬ 
vity due to them upon the inauguration of a fultan. The 
vizier pleading the poverty of the imperial finaces, they 
railed the money by laying the country under contributions, 
aud Conjiantinople itfelf muft have been laid open to their 
lufults, had not the janifaries united and fupprefled them. 
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Thefe intedine commotions in the Othman empire werecf 

grea" fervicc to the imperialids in Hungary. J.gftr vVas 
obliged by famine to furrender ; and Moi.gatz was bdlcgtvl 
by the imperial general count Tend. This ccflle was deemd 
to be alrnolv .mpm gr.able, and therefore Teksli had niaJ' jj 


the i< pofjiory of aii his records and treafures- That rsa-. 
man was then in a mod difi-greeable fituation. He was di- 
firebed -uH ill treated by the infidels, and the emperor of 

i i • • i • n » n 

s or accomfno- 

d 


Germ-my fought his ruin, and rejected all term 
an.an in which his being delivered up was not a prelirr.b 

1 1i.> wife, who had an heroic fpirit, defended AH 
•h invincible courage, but could not hold out agfinl} 
filmin'', and the place was fiurrendered on thefixth of' 'to;. 
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government at Conjlar.ti >•;t/e h:.d~been 
to refi:-re Tried/ to his liberty, and to give him 
oand of dome troops', with whom he laid wade a 
parr id the imperial dominions ; but, on thefixth of Flint. 

flowing, he was attacked and routed by general Heajler, 
\vi.:h the lois of about one thoui’and men. Thefe, and many 
Offer, difagreeabie accounts arriving at Coy/iar.timple, the 
common people, the mod fupsrditious in the world, com¬ 
plained that their intention in advancing fuhan Ssleynm to 
the Othman throne had been fruftrated ; and a dangerous 
con-piracy was formed ; tire efTedls of which, however, were 
prevented, partly by the prudence, and partly by the lenity, 
of the vizier. At this time, the imperial finances were ic 
m h exhnuded, that, when the emperor found it condu¬ 
cive to the public tranquility to remove to A dr/ample, lit 
was obliged to fet up bis j.vvels and plate at public (ale, tc 
defray the cxpence of iiis journey : nor had he even credit 
end g.i tvj p. v for the horles, and other beads of carriage, 
whi- h he was forced to hire for tranfporting his furniture. 
The ful- His removal to Adr'u.nopde faved his government, as tht 
tan re dubious at Ccrjlanih/cple had now no farther object of thei 
in lies to malice. They had already plundered every man who held; 

place at court of all his fubifance; and, with them, to fc 


Adrtano- 


rich was to be criminal. Though they had advanced th 
iultan to the throne on account of his piety, yet it was nov 
termed indolence and inactwhy; and, on his arrival at Mi 
anople, he ade£ted a warlike character, but difpatchcd tws 
of )iis ableft miniders to negotiate a peace with the empero 
of Germany. An aga, or officer, was, at the fame time 

threatening hir 

for th 


fent to Apajji ., the prince of Tranjylvania , thr 
with an incurfion of Tartars, ur.lefs he raifed r 


money 


payment of the Turiipb garrifons upon th zBoriJihenes. So lo 1 
were the Oilman affairs, at this time, reduced, that /Ip® 
defpifed this threatening; and, on the ninth of May, 16& 
he put himfelf under the emperor’s protection, renounced a 
allegiance to the Othman porte, 2nd received German tree; 
into his garrifons, on condition of himfelf and his Aj bjccts bv 
ing protected in their religion and liberties. A war with 6Vi 
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an* fortreifes in Hurgary^ was furrendered to the imperialifts; 
v about the fame time, took the city and cattle of Lippa 

be tt jrm, with a great number of other very confulerable 
pi:,; L -j, Thebe fuccefi'es encouraged the Germans to form the 

(Itfoil of Sdieging Belgrade itfelf; upon which, Regeb , or 
ruber I'egben Bey , a bold partizan who had rifen by robbe- 
rK *$and rebellion, took upon himfelf the command of the 
(jpr.ian troops in Hungary , and even demanded the leal and 
th: prophet’s ttandard ; but this demand feems to have been 


ji-i ! :| n;• r.. 

The el jet or of Bavaria , at that time, commanded the Ger- Belgrade 
:::sr amiy in Hungary^ tire duke of Lorrain being indifpofed ; befieged 
ai d the p;iiu ipal general under him was prince Lewis of Ba- andtaken, 
i-)i\ ’.nd, a'ter obtaining a vatt many advantages over the 
QiB.ans, the liege of Belgrade was, at laft, formed. The 
cm-: re of Germany never, at one time, brought fo many 
grgei.er.d - as then to the field ; and Ricaut , the Englijb 
hf-Tun of Turkey) has very juttly charadlerifed them. The 
r,f Lorrain , the elector of Bavaria , and count Siarem - 
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]ii: e bcfiJes zn cxccfj of per Tonal courage, 
alk-d the accornpiilhTrents of the courtier t< 
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d fo glorioutty defended Vienna , were noted for 

.. ~ ‘ # 


to thofe of the ge- 


r.er.!. The prince of o aim was etteemeti for experience and 
v.diJ i n r.i> well as valour; and count Rabota , who was com- 
miliary-general of the imperial army, as well as tteld-mar- 
Ikil, was a mott provident officer. Among the other great 
gonerals that diftinguifhed themfelves at the {lege of Belgrade , 
Lie tut , who wrote at the time, and upon the fpor, men¬ 
tions the famous piince Eugene of Savoy , a young man, with 
fo mush judgment and true oblcrvation, that he gives him 

tli- ve: y character which he afterwards fo eminently de¬ 
ferred. 

I'erore the liege of Bdc-'ode opened, the Germans took 77- 
rol-t or v.dr//, whicii leenred their advances to that cite. The 
ren hocy of the imperialifrs then proceeded towards the 
Ayr, where they beat the ferafkier, who commanded he 
O. i/ur-is at Sabots , and obliged him to retire to Seme.dia. 

TT 


bpen the approach of the duke of .Bavaria > who wa-, tnen 
/■et a young man, the inhabitants of the fubu r l 1.3 of IjeB- dde 
cnd.i.irked, v.-rth all the effeefs t’nev could carry along with 


them, for different places which bordered on the Danube : 



1 a n d men 


to the fuburbs ; where the 


impel iahth. 


hov/cvcr, found a large booty. On Hie twenty-HHU of /hi- 
f'L i the befiet-ers, having cor,-,pleated rheir wmks, I-.. e.,n ro 

upon the fortreio of Dihiadc with twenty-fix pieces cf 


camion. 
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Siicceffes 
of the 
Germans. 


cannon, and fifteen mortars, from three batteries. The 


gari 



xo matte a vigorous aerence. leg 

of twenty fivethoufand men, endeavcu ed to cutoff the pro 
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gorous, but a defperate, mt'afure ; which was that offtorm- 
ing the city at four quarters at once. While this was under 
deliberation, the duke of Lorrain , being recovered from his 
indifpofition, arrived in the camp of the befiegers, on the 
iixth of September ; but committed the ccndudl of the liege 
entirely to theeledfor of Bavaria, whoiommanded the front 
attack ; thofeof the other three quarters being committed to 
the prince de Commercy and the generals Heujlcr and Pini, 
The quarter which the eleffor of Bavaria undertook to 
{form was the principal ; but the belieged made fo gallant a 
refiftance, that, had not the ele&or himfelf fiepped into the 
breach, and threatened immediate death to every man who 
•would not advance, the Germans would have fled. The pre¬ 
fence of his electoral highnefs re-animated them ; and, not- 
withftanding the bold defence made by the Othmans , a!! the 
four attacks fuccec-ded, and that important city was taken 
by liorm, in which all the garrifon was out to the Avoid j 
and it was with the utmofl: difficulty that the elector of Bo - 
varia faved the Jives of the pafl-ia and the aga ot the jnnila- 
ries. 

Belgrade being reduced, the two Turkijh am bz finders, 
whom we have already mentioned to have been dilpatcOe;! to 
the emperor of Germany , arrived in the German c.rap; Ait 
the duke of Lorrain having nocommiflion to treat with tnein, 
11 they did there was to affifl: at a feflivai made on account 
of reducing that important city, from whence t hey proceeded 
to Vienna. In the mean while, the prince of Baden, who 


a 


commanded the Germans in Bof}iia , took a vaft nu ober of 
places, and defeated the paftpof that province, who loft nve 
th uTand of his bed troops in the engagement, leaving the 
pafha and his principal officers dejd on trie fpot, with the 
]ofs of no more than one hundred and fifty men to the im- 
perialifts. The affairs of Germany , then invaded by the 
French , requiring the prefence of the eledfor of Bavaria , his 
command fell upon count Caprara , who took pofieffion of 
Semendria , the capital of Servia , and other places in that 
province; upon which the Rajcians 


rofe in arms, cut in 
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pieces all the Turks who fell into their hands, and lubmittcq 

to the houfe of Aujhia. After this, all Bo f is a was corn- 

pleatly fubdued by the emperor of Germany ; and prince £«- 

gene being recalled to command againff the French , he was 

fucceeded by prince Picolomim. Count Tekeli , all this time, 

was endeavouring, at the head of a party of Turks and Tar - 

b tars, 
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iaru to animate the Walachians and Tranfylvanians againft the 
tyr-mny of the Germans , but all without fuccefs. 

This year, the war in the Morea was carried on by the Ve¬ 
netians with various fortune. The Turktjh ferafkier, having 
taken tne field more early than the Chrijlians , retook Athens ; 

.and, foon after, the Venetians were obliged to abandon the 
jjege of Negrcpont , the capital of the antient Eubea , and for¬ 
med; called Calchis. This was the moft confiderable ifland 
of the Archipelago , and the fiege of the place afforded great 
opportunities for both parties to difplay their valour; hut 
the brave defence made by the Turks difheartened the Mal- 
tefe and the Venetians fo much, that they, at Iaft, abandoned 
the fiege with vaft lofs, though Morofini , the doge, com¬ 
manded there in perfon. During this fiege, the brave count 
Goningfinark , the Venetian general, to whom that republic had 
been fo much indebted for her fucceffes, died, as was thought, 
of heart-break, through the mifmanagement* of the befieg- 

ers. On the fide of Dalmatia , the Venetians took many 
places, and fome of them of importance. On the feven- 
teenth of Augujl , Klin was inverted by the procurator Giro- 
la,no Cornaro ; and, after a moft obftinate defence, the pafha 
who commanded in the place, furrendered at mercy, on the 
twelfth or September. Cornaro , after this, reduced Narim, 
and thus the campaign ended on that fide. 

The Turki/h ambafiadors difpatched to Vienna , by this and nego¬ 
tiate, had reached that capital. Their open inftrudfions tiation. 
were only to notify the acceflion of Soleyman to the Othrnan 
throne, the Turki/h government being in hopes that the Ger¬ 
man miniftry would take that opportunity to propofe a peace: 
but they were deceived, and the ambafiadors were obliged to 
make the firft advances. The terms they offered were, to 
agree either to a truce or a peace. If the emperor chofe the 
former, he was to retain pofTeffion of Hungary. Tranfylva- 
nia was to remain in its prefent fttuation ; Kaminicck y when 
difmantled, was to be reftored to the Poles ; and Belgrade to 

thefw£r. If, laftly, peace was more agreeable to his impe¬ 
rial majefty, the Otbmans offered to fettle it upon the footing 
of Belgrade being reftored to them, and their returning pare 
of Hungary. Leopold , then emperor of Germany , affedfed, 
through the whole of this negotiation, a great fuperiority 
over the Otbmans. He ordered their ambafiadors to be told. 

That he would hear of no peace till their mafter fnould 
make an ample ceflion to him of all Hungary , with its de¬ 
pendent provinces of Sclavouia, Croatia , Bojnia , Servia, Bui - 
garia, and Tranjylvania ; that the exercife of the Romijh re¬ 
ligion fhould be permitted through all the Turkijh empire; 
and, that Wallachia and Moldavia fhould remain free. He 
likewife infilled upon count Tekeli being delivered up to him ; 
and, that the Francifcan friars fhould be put in poffeffton of 
the holy fepulchre at ''jerujalem. The other confederates 

were 
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were equally ridiculous and exorbitant in their demands 
The Poles required not only that all their antient boundaries 
fhould be redo red, but that Crim Tartary, Walachia, and 
Moldavia, fhould be delivered up to them ; that all CbriJH ans 



The Vienetians 

lition of the havens of Dolcigno and An 
tifari , with the poficllion ci" the fea-coaft of Ncgrop 


demanded the d 


m 
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Corcyra to Corinth , with part of Dalmatia, and the cenion cf 
the Moren, with ail the cities and territories already in their 


poffeffion. 

1 he read 


r will eafily perceive, that fome of thofe de¬ 
mands were inconfiifcnt wirh each other; but, upon the 

y were, the fultan muff have com¬ 
plied with them, had not the French Icing ioterpofed, by 

re porte the frrongdt aflurances that he would en- 


whole, exorbitant 


^ll or 

C I A 


giving the 


ter Germany with four hundred thouf/iivi men, and difable 
the emperor from acting again ft the Gthmans. 1 ' hi 


policy, at that time, embnved by France upon a 

worthy principl 


boefe of 


is was a 
meH: un. 


Aujlria lotv 
The French Ling even bribed the 


; tnat or Keeping tec¬ 
hy means of the Oilmans. 

Poles not to act with their ufu.d vie and promifed, if 
they conquered Germany, to cede .hi a : angary to the Turks, 
The German emperor, on the other hand, nad very different 
ideas; and, though Foley vs m offered to yield up all that had 
been conquered by the Trees in Hire,.ay, the propolal was 
not only rejected, but the a mb iILdors themfelves were im- 
prifoned ; an indignity which fe,nis not to have been relent¬ 
ed by the Oihnurn court. 

No fooner were the Germans retired *r> winter-quarters, 
than Soleyman cut nffff two rebels, Eghe i Uynan' Pafim and 
Gycdtik Papa. This reduced rheempi.e r r* a flare of tran- 

dv. p i c p a r .j *. i o i> o .«g... ... t he Vcnciiam 

fet at w hci one Lioer'i- 


quiinry, 
in (he AJ.orea. 


and SoJevman ma 


i'or tins purpu! 

A • 


nt* 


us Gberalkhari , who had been long impri>->r.ed, and made 
him prince of Mania, in hope- t hat ail the ioVd t.m v: of the 

• . . . r r • i • » 


Morca would revolt from the Venetians, who w ro im- 
pofe upon them the Roman Cathode, -nfit- :d o! the (_» eek, re 


]i t ion. So Iceman then gave out, that be would command in 



venture a battle; which lie loft, as h 


r» 



t: pi'ii a 



like prediction oi 
to the .Germans. Prince 


1 n 
9 •*. *\\T 
• % M » i « V '.fc 


r.!l Scrvu! fubitied 

iv:s of' tlaae*’, about fius time, 


reinforced the camion or tie.’* rarer 


o . 
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defeated an army of forty ihoufsr.d 's' dries and Tartars. 

J * . . . -- - « » 
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ice 


then received intelligence, that the khan rri Tartar f s Ion in¬ 
tended to attack his army on ;i:c fide Gi Fa Fir oviizy while a 
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ferafkier, at the head of fifty thoufand men, was to fhut 
them up in an oppofite quarter. As this danger was threat¬ 
ening the prince, on the twenty-ninth o f Augujl, j 688, ad¬ 
vanced brifkly againft the ferafkier, whom he routed, and 
then he repafl’ed the Morava to attack the khan’s fon, who is 
called the fultan Galga. The generals Veterans and Plcclcmi- 

commanded under prince Lczvis , and routed a body of 

/• « • • r # 1111 « 
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three thoufand janifaries, who had taken pofi at a very ad- 

_ f'r.T.T...n... 


vantiweous pafs covered with thick woods. General 


it' 


ujhr , 


whenthc Turks were routed, occupied the fame ground, till 
the main body, under prince Lczvis of Baden , advanced. 
After this, a running-fight lucceeded, but :o the difadvan- 
tageof the Turks , who foil one hundred and five brafs can¬ 


nons 


and three mortars. 


[Ja 


the diftance of twenty leagues j but the ferafkier quitted it 
tipon his approach, and tool: up a camp on the fide of the 
Jsijjava ; from whence he was driven by the imperialists 
with the lofi. or ten thoufand men, bciidcs all his tents and 
provifions. Thofe actions fully proved the debility of the 
Turks at this time, as their army was compofed of above 

d that of the imperialifts was but 

Lczvis then ordered NiPa to be 

-- ” ■ " ^ 

firongly fortified, and marched againft Tckeliy whom he de¬ 
feated, and took JViddin ; which greatly dlftreffed the Turks , 


feventy thoufand men; an 
fifteen thoufand. Prince 


Tiv. 


army. 

So many repeated defeats alarmed Solcyman, who came to 
Aihionople ; from whence he lent frefh offers to the German 
emperor for peace, provided he would reltore Belgrade ; in 
which cafe, he offered to abandon to the emperor all the reft: 

this 
urh, had 

he not been prefied by the French , who had obtained vaft ad¬ 
vantages over him ; but, low as he was, he rerufed to agree 


of Hungary. Leopold ’, the German emperor, would, 
time, have difregarded all the threatening of the <rT “ 


at 


hill. 


Th 


irretrievable error, and was owing to a foolifh pundtilio of 
!1 the offers of peace made by So ley man being as fol- 
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propofals 
>r peace. 


that nation, which had been falfe to them in all ages, and 
now alfo endeavoured to entertain them with a thoufand falfe 

hop 


pc 

^ J* 


Se< 


It 

t 


t hat he fnould labour, by all means pof- 

V, and to make 
the 


ondly, 

iole, to perfuade the emperor to quit Belgrade 
hat place the limit of their dominions; and me save to ter¬ 
minate the frontier cn both fides. And, if any fcruple, or 
difference, ihou 1 d a rife thereupon, that then, in lieu thereof. 
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he {hould offer Canifia ; or, if that (hould be taken, then t6 
propofe Giula , Tetnefwar , or Great Waradin . Thirdly, As 
to the Polanders , to content them, a propofal (hould be 
made to demolifii Kaminiek\ and, if that would not fatisfv 
them, that it (hould be furrend&red. Laftly, As to the Ve¬ 
netians, they (hould enjoy and keep all that they had taken- 
and, that no mention (hould be made of NegropontP 5 
The war The Ruffians, about this time, began to make a figure in 
continues. Europe, and fent a body of above three hundred thoufand 

men againft the Tartars under prince Galliczin. The Tar . 
tars, at that time, were the tributaries of the Otbmans ; and 
the treachery of fome of the great Ruffian generals rendered 
their expedition fruitlefs. In Albania, Picolomini , the impe¬ 
rial general, demanded a fupply of troops from prince Lewis 
of Baden, who fent him three regiments under the prince of 
Hanover, with whom he over-ran, or reduced, the moft of 
that country j but he himfelf fell a facrifice to an epidemical 
diftemper, and was fucceeded by general Veterani. In the 
Morea, the fiege of Negropont was refumed by the doge Mo - 
rofini, who had wintered with his fleet at Napoli di Romania . 
Notwithftanding this, the Turkijh admiral landed five hun¬ 
dred men, who repaired the breaches ; which obiiged Mon- 
ftni to convert his arms againft Napoli di Malvafia , and he 
blocked up that place with his fleet. He then attempted to 
deftroy Liborakhi, the Turkijh governor of the Morea. This 
perfon was a Chrijlian , but had taken fervice under the 
Turks , and had married the prince of Moldavia's widow, with 
a large fortune. Morofmi fent one Dambi to debauch him 
from his allegiance to the Turks ; but he excufed himfelf, by 
alledging, that his wife, children, and two of his friends, 
were pledges for his fidelity. Notwithftrnding this, hegave 
Dambi a great number of hints which encouraged the doge 
Morofmi to befiege Napoli di Malvafia . The place was gar- 
rifoned by no more than (even hundred men, befides the in¬ 
habitants, who made about one thoufand three hundred 
more; but the fort was ftrong, and the upper rooms of the 
houfes were filled with earth, which rendered them bomb¬ 
proof. While this liege was going forward, Liberakbi was 
defeated by the country people, while he was endeavouring 
to force them to pay their tribute to the Turks* After this 
the fiege of Malvajia was turned into a blockade, the doge 
not having a fufncient force to carry it on j and he himfelf, 
with the main body of the fleet, returned to Venice ; but, 
while he was performing quarantine at Spalato, advice came 
that the proveditor-general Molina had gained pofieflion of 
Trebig no. 

In the mean while, the internal affairs of the Oilman em * 
pire underwent a great revolution. Sultan Solcyman appear* 
to have been a more able prince than he is reprefented by 
his hiftorians. His depofed brother being deprived of his 
. ufual e.xcrcifes, petitioned him for fome indulgence and li¬ 
berty j 
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forty} but all the anfwer he received from the fultan, was. 

That he could do nothing but pray for him, and that he 
jnuft continue under his confinement. Soon after, he put Promo- 
to death the ferafkier of Hungary i or milbehaving againft the tion of 
Germans ; and he banifhed his vizier, as being a man incapa- Kieprili . 
j,le of managing affairs of Hate, and gave the feals to Kiopri- 
liMoftafa , the kaymakan of Conjiantinople. The vaft popu¬ 
larity of the Kioprtli family made this promotion highly 
agreeable to the Turks', and the new vizier immediately af- 
fembled a divan, confifting of all the great officers of ftate, 
ecclefiaftical as well as civil, to deliberate upon the affairs 
of government. The mufti, and the reft of the ulema, be¬ 
ing queftioned, whether it was eligible or lawful to afk peace 
of the infidels, in cafe of neceffity, pronounced in the affir¬ 
mative: but the lord-chief-juftice, or kadiolafker, of the 
empire, faid, That it was more eligible for true Mojlems to 
perifh by the fword, than to difhonour the empire and the 
prophet by begging peace from infidels. The vizier ftruck 
jn with this opinion. He made a lpeech that would have 
done honour to Greek or Roman eloquence. He obferved. 

That the late misfortunes of the empire were owing to a 
univerfal degeneracy that had crept into all ranks of men ; 
that the Othman generals who commanded againft the Ger¬ 
mans, minded nothing but to raife great armies without di¬ 
scipline ; and to amafs riches by oppreffion. That the ule¬ 
ma, or clergy, in general, being funk in floth and fenfuality, 
foothed the common people in their vices, and fought only 
to indulge themfelves in the habits of indolence and luxury; 
by which all the principles that had contributed to the Oth - 
man greatnefs, had been totally obliterated. He concluded 
by obferving. That, could he put himfelf at the head of 
twelve thouland true Mojlems , of true primitive virtue, he 
made no doubt of continuing and finifhing the war with 
fuccefs. 

The mufti applauded the vizier’s fpirit, but expreffed 
jjreaf doubts as to the pra&icability of reviving the antient 
difeipline of the Othmans , or of continuing the war, efpeci- 
ally as their arnbaffadors at Vienna had propofed a peace. 

The vizier affe&ed great furprize at the mufti’s fpeecn, de¬ 
manding to know who thofe arnbaffadors were, and what 
minifter durft be fo wicked as to proftitute the honour of the 
empire, by advifing the fultan to beg a peace from infidels. 

Infhort^ he boldly pronounced. That all who had the leaft 
concern in fuch a tranfa&ion, were the worft of traitors, and 
oeferved to be treated as fuch. 

This fpirited conduct of the vizier was not entirely owing 
to himfelf; for it was, in a great meafure, dictated by the 
French ambaffador, whofe mafter was, at this time, medi¬ 
tating the conqueft of the German empire, and encouraged 
tne Turks to continue the war. A galibeh diwan, or a coun¬ 
cil of the moft folemn and decifive nature, being called, it 

was 
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utmoR vigour. 


was there unanimoufly refolved to continue the war with the 

Kioprili , however, being fenfible that the 
am ballad or s at Vienna were confiderably advanced in ^ 
treaty, did not fail to write to the imperial miniRers, toac. 
quaint them, that they had no authority, or a very fur:ep- 
titious one; for what they were doing ; and, that their pow¬ 
ers had been given them by the former vizier, without ti 


uie 


confent, or knowledge, ofthelultan. . 

Having proceeded thus iar, he applied himfelf, witharrnz- 
ing art and fuccefs, to fubRitute enthufiafm among tha' ih. 
jebfs of the empire for military difeipline and courage, Ke 
plainly perceived them to be fo difpirited that i; was in> 
pofiible to bring them to the field againft the Germans with 
any profpect of fuccefs ; and he therefore changed the .vhole 
warlike fyftem of the empire. In Re ad of ilfumg it, antes, 
like his predecefiors, to force the fubjeeb to come to the 
Reid, he publiRred a firman, importing. That, as he was 
determined to command in perfon againR-the haughty Ger¬ 
mans, fo he was refolved to have no foldiers under him who 
were not actuated by afpirit of religion, and devoted to mar¬ 
tyrdom for the good and glory of their country, and fertile 
extirpation of infidels. He added. That every perfon who 
was afraid of being a martyr, might, by Raying at home, do 
his country as efiedtual fervice as if he took the field, by 
purging himfelf from all vice, and fervently praying for the 
fuccefs of the Oihman arms. 

Incredible were the efFe&s of this artful manifefto, which 
feemed to imprefs ail ranks of men with new principles. In- 
Read " ’ - ’• . 

bribing the pafihas to be exempted from military duties, they 
jufihed into the field, and appeared to be emulous for the 
crown of martyrdom, by ferving againfi the Germans. Even 
they who had been dilmilled from the fervice, by having 
ferved out their time, refumed their arms, and a greaterar- 
my of volunteers was railed than any the Othmsnt had 
brought to the field for a century before. Kioprili next ap¬ 
plied himfelf to the reformation of the public treafury. He 
perceived, upon enquiry, that his predcceflbrs had been 
guilty of the moR notorious corruptions; and, that they had, 
for the fake of a little ready-money, exempted great num¬ 
bers of people from paying any tribute. The vizier, to re¬ 
medy this abufe, obliged tiie defaulters to makegood ail that 

* * Wtf ^ wy I 

they had purloined from the public ; and ifiued a general 


of abfeonding, and hiding themielvcs, as before, or 
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mandate to fubjecl a31 the inhabitants of the empire to the 
payment of the charach. This mandate included all th 


a 

IV 


Greets, who, ever fince the taking of Con/Iantineple, had ex¬ 
empted themfclvcs from paying any tribute, by a writing 
which they pretended had been granted by the prophet te 
hammed to the monks of Sinai-, bur which Kioprili <ti! edged to 
have been counterfeited. The general afleiiincnt vv. s made 

c * 

under three heads, and was in the nature of a capitation tax. 
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*fhc richeft ranks of fubjefis were obliged to pay ten jeo- 
jiines a year, the middling fix, and the pooreft about fifteen 
(hillings fterling. The reader, however, is to refleft, that 
this tax’ was in lieu of all other taxes excepting the fultan’s 

hereditary revenue. 

Kioprili , upon reviewing the ftate of the empire, found 
tbatlargefums had been bequeathed to the jami, or religious 
ufes. All this money he ordered to be brought into the pub¬ 
lic treafury, under pretence that religious purpofes were belt 
ferved by making war upon infidels and the enemies of the 
holy prophet. He next purged the courts of law from cor¬ 
ruption, and filled the benches of juftice with men of cha¬ 
racter and integrity, feverely punifhing all judges who had 
been guilty of peculation, and reftoring to the injured all that 
they had been robbed of. Without diftindtion of country 
and religion, he ordered that no provifions in corn, or any 
other kind, (hould be exacted from the fubjedts of the em¬ 
pire : an immunity which rendered him extremely popular 
among the ChriJUans , and fo greatly raifed his character 
among the Othmans , that he took the field with vaft advan¬ 
tages. Among other regulations, he ordered that all necef- 
faries fbould be paid for in ready-money. 

KioprilPs fchemes were greatly advanced by the progrefs of Cam- 
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Germany. The prince of Holjl 


general Vetefani^ and took pod at PriJJeren to repel the : 
roads of the Turks. From thence he Tent one thoufand fix 


A U 

of Hung 


Hanover 


Strajffer , to relieve the pafs of ITafJcneck 


the Oilmans had befieged. The 


however, having 


lent a detachment of Tartars into the open country, found 
means to draw StraJJer from a very advantageous poll he oc¬ 
cupied, and furrounded him with thirty thoufand men. The 
Germans made a brave, but incffc&ual, defence. The prince 
of Hanover) count Solaris StraJJcr himfelf, and all the Ger¬ 
man generals of note, were killed on the fpot; and it was 
with difficulty that PicolominPs regiment, next day, efcaped 
the fame fate, and reached Precept a. Veteran /*, foon after 
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niandant treated about a furrenderj but all terms of that kind 
being rejected by the imperialifts, it was given up to count 
Batbiaki. This" place was of the utmoft confequence to the 
Giimian empire; and the pafha, when he furrendered the 
keys of it, termed it the ftro4gc(! fortrefs of the fultan’s do¬ 
minions. Some writers fay'that it was given up chiefly 
through the divifions that prevailed in the garrifon ; and, 
that it had provifions, arms, and ammunition, fufiicient for 
holding out a much longer fiege than it had fulvaineu. Be 
that as it will, it is certain that-the imperiallfis found upon 

VoL.Vili. T its 
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its walls fifty-fix brafs and ten iron cannon, and in its maga. 
zines about four thoufand mufkets. 8 

9 f * 

The French minifter had, at this time, great connexions 
with Kioprili ; and, in fa£t, directed the motions of the Oth- 
man court. Obferving that Tekeli was poffefled of great abi¬ 
lities, and extremely popular among the Hungarians , hepre- 
vailed upon the fultan to grant him a commiffion, confti- 
tuting him prince of Tranfyhania , with the fame powers that 
had been granted to the famous Bethlem Gabor . Tekeli) upon 
this nomination, affe£ted all the ftate of a fovereign; ifl'ued 

mandates to his new fubjefts to difown all connections with 

the Germans , and to join with him in delivering their coun¬ 
try from the tyranny of the imperialifts. The Germans were 
then weak in Walachia , and they were obliged to colled 
from Tranfyhania all the troops in the neighbourhood, with 
whom they fortified the moft important paffes to flop the 
progrefs of the infidels. The Tartars , however, about the 
middle of July, 1689, appeared with fome gallies before 
IViddin , to the number of five thoufand men, and began to 
cannonade the place ; but it was foon delivered by Trout- 
inanfdorf,\ who obliged them to fall down the ftreamj and, 
after throwing a reinforcement into the garrifon, he returned 
to Jagodina. 

In Augujl, the vizier, who had now taken the field, pre¬ 
pared to befiege Niffa ; but was oppofed by Veteran /, who, 
after reinforcing the garrifon, encamped at Alexin . The vi¬ 
zier, in the mean while, marched with his army towards Bel¬ 
grade, and, in his march, detached a body of men who in¬ 
tercepted and cut in pieces a part of Veterani’s troops. This 
advantage, of late fo unufual to the Oilmans, gave vaft fpi- 
rits to the Turks, who offered up public thankfgivings at 
Adrianople, Conjlantinople, and the chief cities of the empire; 
Selim Gyeray, the khan of the Tartars, was, upon this occa- 
iion, extremely ufeful to the Othmans ; and the vizier, that 
he might keep up, to the full, the reputation of fanXity 
which he had acquired, ordered all his Turkijh and Tartar 
officers to difmifs the boys, and other perfons, whom they 
kept for infamous purpofes, on pain of death. 

Ad van- Thofe regulations had a wonderful effect, and the vizier, 
tages in a few days, laid fiege to Piroth, which he took by capi- 
gained by tulation. Notwithflanding that, the janifaries would have 
the Turks, plundered the heydukes wh® were in the garrifon, had not 

the vizier firongly remonftrated to them the lafting difho- 
nour that muft attend fuch a violation of faith. Maxims like 
this were unknown to the Turkijh government, and Kiojrili 
carried them to their utmoft extent* Before he difmiffea the 
garrifon of Piroth, he acquainted them, that it was to be 
underftood, that they were not again to carry arms, for a li¬ 
mited time, againft the Othmans ; and that, therefore, if they 
were taken in Niffa, which he intended to befiege, they 
could expect no quarter. This admonition had no effect 
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lirfon the heydukes, who immediately retired to Ntjja y which 
was beiieged by the vizier. The place was defended by 
count Staremberg , with thi^e thoufand foot and one thou¬ 
sand four hundred horfe. The defence the count made was 
next to defperate, becaufe he had intelligence that his main 
def^n was to bcfiege Belgrade. The fiege was prelied by the 
vizier with fo much vigour, that, on the twenty-fifth day, 
the garrifon capitulated, on condition of their tu ing allowed 
to march out of the place with their arms. This capitula¬ 
tion did not protect the heydukes who had fur rendered .;t 
pjrotb. Some of them, though difguifed, were dif< overed 
by the janifaries, and, being put to the torture, were obliged 
todifcover their companions, who were all of them delivered 
tip by Staremberg to the vizier, who hanged part of them and 
condemned the reft to the gallies. He, at the fame time, ad- 
vertifed Staremberg of his danger, if he or his garrifon ibotild 
take refuge in Belgrade , which he fairly acknowledged he 

Was determined to befiege. 

The fpirit and fuccelfes of the Turks threw a damp upon 
th z Germans, who were unequal to the double war carried on 
by them on the one fide, and the French ^on the other. 

Prince Lewis of Baden had an interview, at Jagodma , with 
general Veteran! , where meafures were concerted for the re¬ 
lief of Nijja ; but Heujler having been defeated by Tekcli 
and the ferafkier of Tranfylvania , forced them to alter their 
plan, and to march towards Servia , where the Germans were 
very weak. This determined the vizier to undertake the 
liege of Wtddin , which was garrifoned by no more than 
eight hundred men, while his army confifted of above one 
hundred thoufand. So poor a garrifon could not pretend td 
make any refiftance, and they furrendered, on the twenty- 
ninth of Auguft , before a breach was made in the walls* 

The liege of Semendria was next undertaken by the Othmans ; 
and its garrifon, commanded by lieutenant-colonel IF ein- 
gartler , confifting of no more than one thoufand men,- ftood 
aftorm, which ended in their being all put to the fword. 

The vizier then proceeded to his main objeft, which was Belgrade 
the recovery of Belgrade . This city, fince it was taken from befieged, 
the Turks , had been very llrongly fortified by the Germans j 
fothat it became a matter of deliberation with the vizier, 
who called a council of war for that purpofe, whether he 
ihould proceed againft it by fiege or blockade. The majo¬ 
rity of the council declared themfelves for the latter method, 
on account of the vaft ftrength of the place, and the infinite 
diflervice which the newly renewed fpirits of the Otbmans 
muftfuftain fliould they be repulfed j which was extremely 
probable, as the garrifon confifted ot eight thoufand regu¬ 
lars, befides numbers of other troops. The advocates jor 
this opinion added. That, if the vizier would fortify the 
banks of the Save , the Germans muft be oblige !, by famine, 

to furrender the place. They obferved, at the tame time, 
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that the Germans were fo prefled by the French , they could 
make no head againtt the Othnian troops 
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who had adopted a fyftem of politics 
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different from thofe of his predecefiors, followed the f en . 
timents of the majority, though contrary to his own, and 
drew lines of circumvallation round the city. He had foon 
occafion to repent of his condixff, byr receiving intelli¬ 
gence that the imperialifts were advancing to its relief; up. 
on which he ordered one part of his army to guard the paf- 
fages of the Save, and the other to carry on the fiege inform. 
According to Chrtfliem hiftorians, Belgrade was taken partly 
by accident and partly by treachery. The duke of Cray, who 
took upon him the defence of the city, arrived on the eighth 
of Odlober , the city being inverted on the hrrt. The day of 
his arrival, the chief magazine belonging to the befieged blew 
up; by which the citadel was difmantled, one thouland of 
the garrifon were deftroyed, and the city itfelf rendered in¬ 
capable of any farther defence, the duke of Croy himfelf hav¬ 
ing been wounded arid narrowly efcaping with his life. Ac¬ 
cording to fome accounts, the blowing up of the magazine 
„„„ w/efted by a Turk difguifed like a Gentian-, but others 
afenbe it to the treachery of fome pretended French defert* 
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_ _was with them and they advanced to the 

{form with fuch irreftftible fury, that one thoufand of them 

. « « • n \ in _•_ - A. - 


ifhed 


In a fe - 


minutes, the fmoke being diffipated, they entered the place; 
where they met with no farther refiftance, the garrifon hav¬ 
ing been, in a manner, deftroyed, and their works demo- 
lifhed. The Germans who furyived the ftorm efcaped by 
boats upon the Danube. Amongft thofe were the dtilce of 
Croy and general AIfpremont , who was fecond in command, 
and whofeconduct, on this occafion, has been feverelycen- 

fured, but was cleared by prince Lczvis of Baden. 

Belgrade being thus, to the amazement of all Europe, re- 

ducecf by the Turks , through that fpirit of enthufiafm which 
Kioprili had re-animated, he fent a party of fpahis to relieve 
Temcjwar 


Th 


but without being able to take it. 

by Koja 'Jaffer Pa/ha, and the garruon was reuuicu <■«;- 
mmort diftrefs ; bur, fo fcruptilous were the Turks , thattr.ey 
could not be perfuaded to relieve their hunger by thofe ani¬ 
mals which their religion held to be impure. Upon the ar¬ 
rival of the fupply of proviftons, the fpahis and the jamia.K! 
quarrelled who fhould be the hrrt to feize them, and man; 

killed on both rtdes 3 . but the iar.’.fanes reiunnc- 


were 
matters. 
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After this; Khprlli, having repaired the damage done to 
Belgrade during the liege, palled the Danube, took Lippa , 
and drove the Germans from Orfova. He next attacked Ef- 
fd, but, the garrifon being ftrong, and the winter approach- 
he was obliged to abandon his defign upon that place, 
after loling a great number of men in a general ftorm which 
they attempted. The deliverance of this place was owing 
to the duke of Croy and count Staremberg. 

A new war, at this time, broke out, on account of the Carn- 
fucceffion of Mikhael Apaffi, the prince of Tranfylvania , who paign In 
died towards the beginning of the year 1689, and bequeathed TranJ'yl- 
his dominions to the emperor of Germany ; but they were mania, 
aligned by the porte to count Tekeli, who was fupported by 
the fenfkier of Hungary, the khan of Tartary, and Bran&o- 
van, the prince of Walachia, who took upon himfelf the im¬ 
perial name of Cantacuzenus. Tekeli, by this powerful fup- 
port, paiTed the mountains of Walachia, and furprized 
Heujler, the imperial general, who, notwithftanding the in¬ 
trepidity with which he defended himfelf, was defeated and 
taken prifoner. Tekeli, after this, advanced further into the 
province, where the inhabitants received him as their lawful 
prince. 

By this time, prince Lczuis of Baden, hearing of HeuJleA s 
defeat, palled the Danube near Semendria, and entered Tran - 
ijlvania by a pafs called the Iron Gate . On the third of Oc~ 

'Hir he arrived at Hennanjladt, which Tekeli abandoned upon 
hi? . pproach ; and, in a fhort time, he was deferted by the 
V/aUichians and TratifyIvanians, and forced to retire again in¬ 
to 'Turkey by the pafs of Bocz. Prince Lewis purfuing his 
good fortune, arrived at Zatmur on the fir ft of December , 
and found the vizier’s fon in poftbftlon of all the country 
beyond that. It is remarkable, that, when Orfcva fell into 
the hands of the Turks , the Ger?nan governor infilled upon 
being conducted, with all his garrifon, their wives, andjchil- 
dren, to Belgrade. The Turks acquainted him fairly. That 
that city was in their pofieffion; but, not believing them, he 
continued fo obftinate in his demand, that he was conducted 
thither, x he men, on their arrival, were thrown into pri¬ 
son, where all of them periihed; and the women and chil¬ 
dren fold as Haves, anu their eftefts feized by the Oilmans. 

In 1690, the king of Poland entered Moldavia, where and MoU 
prince Cantemir commanded for the Turks, and ordered the da-via^ 
inhabitants to defift from all intercourfe with the Poles , or 


to furnith them with any provifions. Upon this, the king 
lent off a ftrontr detachment to Soroka, a city on the Tyras, 

and 


large 


magazine of provifions, 

In the mean while, the Turks 

•■' r *ons 


where they fecured a 
brought them to the camp 

2nd Tartars were advancing againft him j and, his provifio; 
being devoured, he attempted to return to Poland through 
fflountainous country, where many of his troops were cur 

T 3 



A GENERAL HISTORY 

off while they were ftraggling in queft of fubfiftence. A c . 
cording to Cantemir’ s account, none of them could have 
elcaped, had it not been for his father’s moderation; who 
perfuaded the feralkier to difcontinue the purfuit. The fame 
hiftorian tells us, that his Polijh majefty, on this occafion, 
a&ed in a moft unfoldierlike manner, his army being ruined 
by the Tartars without coming to an engagement, and num¬ 
bers of their cavalry fubmitting to be made prifoners rather 
than perifh with hunger j fo that it was no uncommon fight 
for a Tirtar to have feven Poles for his prifoners loaded with 
fetters. 

In the Morea , Malvafta , which had been blocked up for 
feventeen months by the Venetians , was battered by feaand 
land; and, at laft, was furrendered to them: and, about 
the fame time, their admiral, Delfino , beat the Turkijh ad¬ 
miral, and deftroyed feyeral of his (hips, at Mitylene. The 
Venetian general Comoro , about the fame time, took feveral 
other places in the Morea ; and the war profpered equally 
well with the Venetians in Dalmatia. On the feventh of Sep. 
tember , the Venetians landed at Vallona ; and, after obtaining 
fome advantages againft a body of feven thouland Turks , who 
oppofed them, they laid fiege to Kanina , which they took; 
»nd, foon after, the Turkijh garrifon of Vallona gave up that 
place likewife. It is Lid that one hundred and thirty-four 
pieces of cannon were taken by the Venetians in thofe two 
fortreffes. At Hercegovina, in Dalmatia, the TurkiJJ) gover¬ 
nor, Pajha Kin All, endeavoured, with three rhoufand men, 
to furprize fome places that had been lately conquered by 
the Venetians in thar country ; and, the better to fucceed, he 


The 


chofe the Eajler hollidavs for his attempt, while the Chrijfa 
ans were intent upon their devotions. The people of Nift- 
kho , however, having intelligence of his defign, left their 
churches, killed feven hundred of his men, and carried him- 
felf prifoner to Katuro. After this, the Venetian general, Mo- 
lino, took and deftroyed Filioporikh, in the neighbourhood of 
Glamez, . To counter-ballance thofe advantages. Maw 
Morto, the dey of Algiers, who commanded the Turkijh fleet, 
deftroyed two Venetian men of war near Kandia. 

The vizier Kioprili, having been this year victorious 


Turks un- wherever he commanded, returned in triumph to Adrianoph , 
fortunate where he found the fultan ill of a dropfy ; and, his phynci* 
in the be- ans having advifed his removal to Conjlantinople , the vizier 
ginning of attended him to that capital ; where he was received with 
the cam- unufual honours, as the reviver of the Othman glory and the 
paign. Mojlem difeipline. The rejoicings made by the French am* 
* * baflador, for his fuccefles againft the Chrijlians, exceeded even 

thofe made by the Turks ; and the winter was fpent by the 
vizier in raifing a more powerful army than what he had 
commanded in the preceding campaign. In the mean while, 

he appointed Mujiapha Papa to aCt againft the Poles , and 

Kaplan 
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Kaplan All Pajha againft the Venetians , who abandoned Ka¬ 
nina and Vallona , which they had taken in the beginning of 
the fummer. Kaplan then took up a camp near Celidnus, 
where he checked the Albanians , who were ripe for a revolt. 
Jn Hungary the war went on with various fuccefs. The 
prince of Hanover , who commanded againft Tekeli , was 
killed in an encounter with th zTurks near the village of Ser¬ 
ial. In the mean while, colonel Pohland, an imperial offi- 

" Tekeli *s commanders near Karafebes, 


cer, 


of Tacket and JVaradin 


body of Turks and Tartars who were making incurfions into 
7 mnjylvania. Many other encounters and fkirmifhes hap¬ 
pened in thefe quarters about the fame time. Count Ni~ 
*rdli, an imperialift, defeated the garrifon of Great Wara - 
din ; while the Turks took the caftle of Novi, but were af¬ 
terwards beat by the Kroats, who killed one thoufand of 
them upon the fpot. Colonel Pohland drew the garrifon of 
Lugos into an ambufeade, and, after cutting in pieces eight 
hundred and fifty out of one thoufand, of which it confifted, 
he took pofleffion of the place. After this, the imperial 
garrifon of Segedin furprized the city of Khonad\ upon 
which the Turks abandoned the caftle in the night-time. 

All thofe motions, fo much to the difad vantage of the 
Turks , happened before the vizier took the field. In March 

’ deftroved IniL with all its in- 
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fand two hundred Turks and Tartars , from whom he 
off a large booty. One Antonio , a famous . 
in the German army, took the ftrong caftle of 
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upon their march to furprize Lugos. 

When the campaign opened, count Guido , of Starem - 

Saufeberg j while the impe- 
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TituT. and Veterans 
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of their party that guarded it, 
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Igrade , and killed one 

There is fome 


thoufand 

reafon to believe that many of thofe a&ions are confiderably 
magnified, and fome of them multiplied, the fame encounter 
being fometimes fplit into various relations ; a common 
practice with the German authors. It is certain, however, 
that the Turks under Kathina Mojlafa were defeated near 
Mitrevitz with the lofs of one thoufand five hundred men and 
that of the place. 
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Turks 


great meafure, owing to the vizier not taking the field, on 
account of the weaknefs of the emperor. Many confidera- 
tions detained him about the fultan’s perfon, particularly the 
apprehenfion he was under left one of the Tons of the late 


Mohammed ftould 
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he, probably, muft have left, not only the command of the 

army, but his head. 

On the eleventh of 'June., 1692, the fultan Solsyman died 
of the dropfy, being fifty-two years of age, of which he 
reigned three years and nine months. Ricaut re prefen ts him 
as being fhort in ftature, with a lean, long vifage, large, ox- 
like eyes, with a black beard mingled with grey hairs. Tho’ 
he is reprefented, by hiftorians, as being dull and heavy in 
his intelle&s, yet, from the choice he made of Kieprili , as 
well as from the principal actions of his life, he appears tQ 

have had a found underftanding. His great application to 

reading, a quality uncommon with the Turkijh fultans, ren¬ 
dered him defpicable in the eyes of his ignorant, barbarous 
minifters. But his government was, in genera], venerated 
by his fubje&s on account of his fandfity and devotion, and 
the regularity with which he performed all his religious du¬ 
ties. Ricaut obferves, that his favourite Kioprili was one of 
the moft learned men in the empire, and had a moft noble 
library, which recommended him to Soleyman. The Oth- 
mans , in general, had fo great an opinion of this ful'.an’s 
virtues, that they have even invented ridiculous miracles 
which they have aferibed to him. 


The Reign of Ahmed II. 

T k HE appointment of a uicceffor to the late fultan Soiy- 

man was a matter of the utmoft importance to Kieprili, 
A powerful faction at court were for replacing upon the 
throne the depofed emperor Mohammed, who was now looked 
upon as being the victim of popular inconftancy; and many 
were for railing one of his Tons, who, contrary to the bar¬ 
barous ufages of the Oil:mans, had received a liberal educa¬ 
tion in -the palace. Both thofe propofals were inconfifrem 
with the views of the vizier, whofe vaft fticcefies, during 
the laft campaign, gave him a decifive weight in the appoint¬ 
ment of the new emperor. Ahmed , the younger brother to 
the two late emperors, beft fuited his views; and he was ac¬ 
cordingly faluted fultan before his brother’s body was interred. 
He was a thoughtlefs prince, unverfed in the affairs both of 
life and empire; but fo far from having about him any of 
the Othrnan ferocity, that he fpent moft of his time in com- 
pofing verfes and playing upon mufical inftruments. Some¬ 
times he vifited his depofed brother Mohammed , whom he 
diverted with variety of gambols, finging, dancing, and play¬ 
ing tunes in his prefence, exhorting him to patience under 
his confinement, and bidding him Be merry. He put him in 
mind, however, that he himfelf had been a prifoner for forty 

years 3 while Mohammed was emperor and did what he pleafed; 

and, 
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and,‘that it was but juft that he (houid have his turn of 
povver and pleafure ; but allured him, at the fame time, that 
jjenever would put him to death. 

A prince of his difpofition was highly agreeable to Kiopri- and tha¬ 
t’s views; and, being afraid of the inconftancy of the peo- rafter of 
p|e of Conflantinople , he perfuaded the fultan to remove to Abuud\i» 
Jdrianoph ?, where he would be both more fafe and free while 
preparations were making for the next campaign. The fpi- 
jjt of enthufiafm ftill prevailed among the Qthmans to an in¬ 
credible degree, and the name of Ktoprili brought to his 
ftanclard fuch numbers of foldiers, that many of them were 
di (miffed; while all of them called out to be led againft the 
infidels and that they would ferve without pay, rather than 
niifsthe opportunity of gaining a crown of martyrdom. A’z- 
Toothed them with gentle expreffions, but under-hand 
gave orders to the pafhas to bring only a certain number to 
the field, as there might be fome difficulty in finding them 
fubfiftence before they reached Buda. The prodigious repu¬ 
tation which KicpriH had acquired, and the influence he had 
in all affairs of government, foon formed a party againft him 
jn the fultan’s cabinet. There the koltuks (fo called from 
having the privilege of fupporting the fultan under the arm- 
pits) or chief courtiers, taking advantage of the fultan’s 
v/eaknefs, inftilled into him adiftruft of his vizier’s defigr.s, 
as if he intended to raife to the throne a fon of the late em¬ 
peror Mohammed , and, that he had brought the janifaries to 
favour the refolution as foon as helhould depart from Adrian - 
spit. The fultan, being fhaken with thole fuggeftions, 
afked the killer Agaji, who was at the head of the party 
againft the vizier, how he {houid proceed. He advifed him 
to fend the captain of the battle-axes to defire the vizier to 
come to court, where he might be eafily difpatched. 

This converfation was held in the fuhan’s apartment, and Confpi- 
was obferved by one of the mutes, whofe office it was to racy 
keep the door while the fultan was in difeourfe with any of againft 
his min Tiers. As thefe mutes have great fenfibility in figns, the vizier, 
he eafily perceived, from the emotions into which both the 
fultan and killer fell, that fomething very extraordinary was 
in agitation ; and, fu(pecking what it was, he privately 
haftened to the vizier, and, by figns, found means to make 
him underftand what he had difeovered. In the mean while, 
the baltajilar kyehayali, or captain of the battle-axes, ar¬ 
rived, and acquainted the vizier, that the fultan was in haftc 
to fpeak with him ; and this confirmed all the intimations 
he had received from the mute. Fie acquainted the meil'en- 
ger, that he would immediately wait upon the fultan, and 
ordered his horfe to be got ready for that purpofe ; but, in 
the mean while, he privately fent for the aga of the janifa¬ 
ries, and other chief officers of the army, whom he knew to 
be :n his intereft, and to them he communicated what he had 

difeovered. He then recapitulated all the fervices he had 

done 
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done to the empire, and preiTed them to take upon them; I 
feives the adminiftration of affairs in oppofition to the evil I 
councilors about his mailer, to whom he intended next day I 
to refign the feals of his office. The aga, and the other of -1 
officers, were amazed at this relation, and broke out into I 
the moil indignant expreffions againtt the ftupidity and in-1 
gratitude of the fultan towards the pillar of the ttate and the I 
reftorer of the Othman glory ; declaring, at the fame time, I 
that they would rather depofe him than fee Kiopr ill's life, o r I 
power, in danger. They then entered into an affociation, in I 
•which they bound themfelves to ftand, to the laft drop of I 
their blood, by the vizier ; and, that they would implicitly I 
follow whatever he (hould command them. I 

Kioprtli , who had only attedled to refign the feals, being I 
now ienfible that he could depend upon their friendfhip, or- I 
dered the reis-effendi, or high-chancellor, to write out a I 
talkifh, or letter of the moft folemn kind, to the emperor, I 
to inform him that he was detained by a fedition of the I'ol- I 
diers, who thought themfelves injured by certain courtiers; I 
but, that, as foon as he had reftored tranquillity, he would I 
give his imperial majefty his beft advice how to proceed I 
againtt the mutineers. Next day, he fent another talkifh, in -1 
forming the fultan, that he had tried all means poflioleto I 
quell the fedition, but without effect, becaufe the foldiers 
in fitted upon the kifler-agalj, or aga, with his fecretary, be¬ 
ing delivered up to public juftice; and advifed his imperial 
majefty to comply with their requeft, that he might prevent 
more difagreeable confequences. The kifler-aga, on the 
ftikan’s receiving this mandate, for fuch it was, from the 
vizier, faw that his practices had been discovered; but, 
cither through policy or real magnanimity, he requefted, 
that he might pay his life as a forfeit, if it could be condu¬ 
cive to the public tranquility. This, probably, faved his 
head; for the vizier, perceiving that the fultan was ex* 
tremely unwilling to facrifice a fayourite, who had mani- 
fefted fo much difintereftednefs and loyalty, was contented 
with his being banifhed to Egypt ; but the fecretary was 
hanged in the robes of his order, with a ttlver ftandilh at his 
girdle. 

The Revolution having, by this time, taken place in En¬ 
gland , in favour of king William , that prince, whofe ruling 
paffion was to humble the French , interpofed as a mediator, 
between the Germans and the Otbmans. Sir William Trum¬ 
bull , who had been fent ambaffador, by the Stuart family, to 
Constantinople, being recalled. Sir William Hujjey was chofeit 
by the Rujfia company to be their agent at the porte; and, 
being recommended to king William , he was inverted wuh 
the character of ambaffador, and empowered to otter to the 
fultan king William and queen Mary's mediation between 
him and the Germans. Hujjey was directed to call at the 

court of Vienna in his way to Conjiantinople j but the ridicu¬ 
lous 
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Jous forms of the imperialifts prevented his arrival at Adria- 
ntple before the vizier had quelled the late confpiracy, and 
was preparing to fet out for Belgrade at the head of one 
hundred thoufand men. Though he was refolved as to the 

part he was to a 61 , yet he gave HuJJey a civil reception, and 

received his propofals; which were no other than that both 
parties (hould agree to an article of uti pojjidetis, by each 
retaining what he then poflefled. The vizier feemed not to 
difiike what HuJJey propofed ; though his real defign was to 
amufe the Germans till he could take the field, which he ef¬ 
fectually did. Putting HuJJey off on pretence of the necefiity 
ofhis affairs, he referred him to the kaymachan of Conjlan- 
tinepk, who gave him audience, and affe&ed to treat him 
with the fame diftindtions that were paid to the French am- 
bafTador, but without complying with any of his propofals. 

The truth is, that the French , at that time, entirely poflefled 
the ear of the fultan as well as of his vizier, who was at the 
head of an army fo numerous, and fo well provided, that he 
deemed it to be invincible. He privately informed^ the 
French ambaflador, that all that had pafled between HuJJey 
and the kaymachan was little more than grimace. 

His moft Chrijlian majefty omitted nothing to improve this 
good correfpondence between himfelf and the emperor of the 
infidels. He fent one of the beft engineers in his dominions 
toconduft his artillery, and twenty-two of his officers, with 
aphyfician to attend upon the vizier during his campaign; 
aprefent extremely agreeable to that minifter, whofe court 
had a very high opinion of European phyficians. By this 
time, count Marjigli arrived from the court of Vienna, with 
the chara&er of fecretary to the Britijh minifter; but, in re¬ 
ality, to manage the German intereft at the porte. The 
Dutch minifter, Colter , had orders to co-operate with him ; 
and, finding they could do nothing effe&ual with the kay- 
makan, they fet out for Belgrade , once more to treat with 
the vizier, and to propofe to him much more advantageous 
terms of peace. On the fixteenth of Augujl they arrived at 
Ahianople , where they heard of the total defeat of the Turkijb 

army, which we are now to relate 

The vizier’s army, when he arrived at Belgrade , confifted Battle of 
of above one hundred thoufand fighting men ; the beft, ac- Slanke - 
cording to general information, the Othmans had ever brought 
to the field. Befides thofe land troops, the Danube was 
covered with his vefiels, which were extremely ufeful in con¬ 
veying and cutting off provifions ; the imperialifts having no 
VeflTels nearer their camp than Peierivaradin. On board one 
hundred of thofe fmall vefiels, the vizier fent four thoufand 
men, under apafha, to attack Titul , which ftill remained in 
the hands of the imperialifts ; and which was battered fo fu- 
rioufly, that Thos , the imperial commandant, was obliged 
to capitulate on the fourth day, on condition that the garri¬ 
son, which confifted of no more than one hundred and 

twenty 
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twenty Germans and one hundred Rafdans, fhould be j| 
lowed to march to the imperial camp. When they came 
out, the paftia 2nd his officers, feeing how few they were 
detained them. This produced an altercation between Tj/, 
and the pafha, who then gave orders to put all the garrifon 
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to the (word; and, drawing his lcymicar upon Tbos , the hr. 

ter {hot him, and another officer, dead ; and ordered hie 
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fight 
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men to 

bravely attempted to do, and killed five hundred of the 
Turks \ but, the latter over-powering them, only a few of 
the garrilbn efcaped being put to the fword. 

It was the twenty-ninth of July before prince Lewis of 
Baden, the imperial general, arrived at Peterwaradin , where 
be reviewed his army, which confided of iixty-fix thoufand 
men. M 
which was 

nube. In the mean while, the Turkijh army palfed the Save, 
and was encamped at Semlin, a town near the ccnftuenceof 
the Save and the Danube. By the twelfth of Auguji, the 
imperial army were advanced within cannon-fhot of the 
Turks but, upon reconnoitring their camp, the Gemini ge- 
nerals judged it to be impregnable ; and, not being able to 
get provifions by th t.Danube, prince Lewis refolved to march 
baclc to Slanketncn. The Germans beginning their retreat, 


e marched firftto Carioivitz , and then to Slankmr, 
is then only a ruined cable on the fouth of theDa. 


a 


iter many fkirmifhes had paffed between the advanced par¬ 
ties of both armies, the Lurks, imagining that the Chrijm 
were flying, attacked their rear, but were repulfed with con- 
fiderable lofs. Notwithftanding this, the French ambatlador 
had fuch fanguine hopes of conqueft, that he perfuaded the 
vizier to make a forced march in the night-time ; by which 
be got between the imperialifts and Peterrvaradin, withde- 
fign to cut them off from that poft ; and fortified themfclves 
with fuch incredible diligence, that they raifed walls above 
five feet high, and bail ions mounted with cannon round their 
camp. It muff be acknowledged that this was a verymaf- 
terlv manoeuvre ; hecao'V ihe magazines at Pctenvaram 
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Id 


not now fupply the imperialiffs with provifions, and 
none could be had by the Danube. All farther junctions of 
men were like wife cut off, and one thoufand four hundred 
recruits, in their march to the imperial army, werepntto 
the fword by the infidels : but, in another fenfe, it was, 
perhaps, impolitic, to drive fuch an army as prince Dru-'i 
commanded to ucfpair 5 and, in this, the Germans found 
their fafety. 

Hearing that all their provifions from Pefenuaradin bad 
been intercepted by the enemy, on the nineteenth, by day¬ 
break, they drew up in order of battle, the prince of La¬ 
den commanding their right wing, and count Dunevscm 
their left, and, about noon, both armies faced one another 
that of the Turks , had its left flank covered by the Da 

r.ube, with a deep ditch.oil their front. The proper difpofi 

tior. 
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tions being made, the artillery began to play on both fides. 

'J'he imperial generals ordered their army to advance all at 
once ; but this was found impracticable, for their left was 
encumbered by bufhes and high grafs; fo that, when the 
right wing began the attack, they received fo fmart a fire 
from the janifaries, that, at firft, they fell into diforder 
but being rallied by the dukes of Holftein and J!remberg y 
v/ho renewed the charge, they led their men up to the muz¬ 
zles of the Ttirkijb guns, though with prodigious lofs, cfpe- 
cially of their officers. The left wing of the imperialifts was 
in equal danger, fome of its oldeft and beft regiments being 
entirely cut off; but defpair ftill re-animating the Germans , 
and their bodies of referve, and even baggage-men, com¬ 
ing up to their affifta nee about the clofe of the day, they, 
at laid, broke into the Turkifi camp where it was vveakeft. 

Th eTurks, in their turn, were now driven to defpair, and 
pent up in a narrow fpace between their entrenchments and 
the Danube ; from whence 'only fome of their horfe found 
means to efcape through an opening made by a motion on 
the right of the imperialifts. The Tnrkijh infantry, and the 
main body of their cavalry, fill maintained the fight with 
admirable refolution ; and, though they had loft their camp, 
they had almoft gained the field, when their tubulkhana, or 
great warlike mufic, which is always played near their ge¬ 
neral’s perfon, ceafed. This was owing to the vizier’s be¬ 
ing fhot through the head while he was bravely animating 
his men in their feremoft ranks. The vifible defpondency 
which his fall occaiioned among the Turks, redoubled the ef¬ 
forts of the imperialifts, who now found but little refiftance, 
the aga of the janifaries being killed at the fame time. 
Twenty-five thoufand Turks , of whom ten thoufand were 
janifaries, were killed, drowned, or mortally wounded. Of 
the imperialifts, three thoufand, one hundred, and fixiy-one, 
were killed ; of whom by far the greateft proportion con¬ 
fided of general officers : and they had about one thoufand, 
four hundred, and thirty-fix, wounded, by their own ac¬ 
count ; though fome fay that their lofs was far more conli- 

dcrable. 

The booty found in the Turk'sjb camp was very valuable ; Their lofs, 
and, perhaps, more fo than was given out. All their mili- and con- 
tary chefts, confrfting of copper, fiiver, and gold coin, fell feouencee 
into the hands of the conquerors, with one hundred and of the vic- 
fccy-four pieces of cannon, the grand-vizier’s ftandard, tentory. 
thousand tents, and all the beafts of burthen, of which the 
Turks carry along with them incredible numbers. Thecon- 
fequonccs of this battle was not fo fatal to the Turks as might 
hwe been expedited from fo complete a defeat ; but this 
kerns to have been chiefly owing to the inability the Ger- 
tiwu wots under to profecute their victory ; which was well 
kaow :x to Ckaieanneuf \ the French arnbafiador. The prises 

of 
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of Baden , general of the imperialifts, was no enterprising 
officer, though brave and experienced; and all he did after 
the battle was to turn the blockade of Great JVaradin into a 
fiege; in which, after all, he failed ; for, winter coming on 

he was obliged to refume the blockade. On the other hand 1 
general Veterani took Lippa i and the Turks abandoned Brodt 
in Sclavonta. 

Ahmed received, at A dr iample 9 the news of his army’s de¬ 
feat} and immediately he appointed All , who had been kye- 
haya, or deputy, to Kioprili 9 to fucceed him in the vizierlhip. 
This minifter is represented as having been very unequal to 
his poft He was, by the common people, called, byway 
of derifion, the waggon-driver ; either becaufe his talents 
were not fuperior to that profeffion, or becaufe he had exer- 
cifed it. When he was preparing to fet out for Belgrade , 
Hu[[ey 9 the Englijh ambaffador, who was to attend him thi¬ 
ther, died; and was fucceeded, as plenipotentiary, by lord 
Paget ; who proved to be a very proper minifter for that 
court. The new grand vizier, when he firft entered upon 
his miniftry, feemed to give a favourable ear to the media¬ 
tion of the Englijh and the Dutch for putting an end to the 
war in Hungary j but he foon altered his behaviour. The 
Poles had made an unfuccefsful incurfion into BcJJarabia, 
from whence they were forced to retire with lols. The 
flrong fortrefs of Garbufa 9 in Candia , fell into the hands of 
the Turks , through the treachery, as is faid, of a Spanijh of¬ 
ficer, who pretended that the Venetian commandant hadra- 
vifhed his wife. But, above all, the new vizier was encou¬ 
raged to lay afide all thoughts of an accommodation by the 
information he received from Germany of the exhaufted ftate 
of the imperial finances and dominions, and of the vaft fuc- 
ceffes and preparations of the French againft the empire. 

The truth is, the demands made by the Chr 'Jlian powers 
were unreafonable, and fhewed their haughty, intradable 
difpofition. The emperor, notwithftanding his reduced 
condition, demanded that all he had conquered fhould re¬ 
main to him; that he fhould be put into the entire pofTef- 
fion of Tranjylvania\ that Tckeli fhould be delivered up; and, 
that Ragufa fhould be exempted, for the future, from pay¬ 
ing tribute to the Turks. The Poles required the furrender 
of Kaminiek, Podolia, and the pafles of the Nieper ; and the 
Venetians , that Livadia, Athens , and Thebes fhould be ceded 
to them in lieu of fome places in the Morea. Thus all hopes 
of peace being laid afide, and the vizier unable to continue 
the war, in preference to fo many other generals of fervice 
and abilities, he had recourfe to the moft infamous methods 
of difpatching out of the world every officer, military as well 
as civil, of whofe capacity he was jealous } and, at the fame 
time, he replenished the finances with their effe&s ; befides 
various other oppreffive methods he took to fill the treafury. 

His 



287 


OF THE WORLD. 

His pra&ices were too bare faced to be longer borne with. 
Some men of confequence, who had efcaped his cruelty, had 
the cour2ge to reprefent to the fultan, that all perfons of 
experience and abilities in the empire were in danger of be¬ 
ing exterminated. The fultan, at that time, had been fo 
affe&ed with the bad news of the late battle, and the death 
of his vizier, that, notwithftanding the fprightlv turn of his 
difpofition, he fell ill of a fever; and the mufti, who was a 
man of parts and abilities, protected, the vizier, who paid 
him an implicit obedience; fo that his fate feems to have 
been, for fome time, fufpended. 

Mean while, the commonalty of the Turks , efpecially 
about Adnanople , began fenfibly to feel the want of bread, 
particularly after the remains of their ^army arrived in that 
city from Hungary. This difpofed them to mutinies; but 
the great officers of the army afiembling, came to a refolu- 
tion to fupport the government and to continue the war 
againft the emperor. This refolution was fo difagreeable to 
the common people, that the French ambaflador was in dan¬ 
ger from their refentment ; and, indeed, nothing but the 
great fums which he diftributed among the chief officers and 
minifters, could have prevented a revolution, at this time, 
from taking place ; efpecially as the people were farther ex- 
afperated by the vatt fums of copper money circulated from 
the imperial treafury, while the foldiery was paid in filver. 
Upon the appearance of Tekelt at court, he was treated with 
unufual diftinefion by the grand-vizier, having magnificent 
prefents made to him; and, by his, and the French ambafla- 
dor’s, advice, it was refolved, that two great armies fhould 
be immediately aflembled ; the one to a£l in Hungary , and 
the other in Tranfylvania. The khan of the Tartars was, by 
the influence of Chateauncuf, treated with equal dittinction ; 
and he and Tekelt fet out at the fame time; the former for the 
Crim, and the latter for Hungary. A war being thus refolved 
on, the divan formed a fcheme for fupporting it by a more 
equal taxation both of men and money, and which was ap¬ 
proved of; and, indeed, frequent experience demonftrated 
how inexhauftible their dominions were in both. 

While matters were thus concerting for carrying on the 
war, th zAfiatic foldiery difeovered great difpolitions towards 
a revolt; and even the petty princes of the Arabs infulted 
the Turkljh caravans that were going to Mecca. About the 
lame time, viz. in February , 1692, a moft magnificent am- 
bally from Perfia arrived at Covjlantinople , the ambafiador’s 
retinue confifting of three hundred and thirty-eight perfons, 
many of them the Tons, or relations, of princes; all his 
uteniils, even to the meanett, were of filver ; and fixty ca¬ 
mels, magnificently caparifoned, were loaded with prefents 
defigned for the fultan. The jealous difpofition of the Turfe 
made them look upon this ambaflador as being no better than 
a !p}\ who was to inform his matter of the weaknefs of their 

empire; 


but fruf- 

trated. 
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his itay at Adnanopk ; the only declared object of his am. 
baffy being to congratulate the fultan on his acceffion to the 


throne. Their 

the Fi 


dy 


if!) camp ; a 
'o large fhip 


The new 


fent off a body of able officers and engineers to ferve in th 

. * m • • 1 Ci 11 

J nr> 

mufkets for the janifaries. He even offered, in his matter's 
name, to maintain three regiments of that body; but that 
offer was rejc<?ced by the divan with fome indignation, as in- 
iurious to the honour of their empire. 

J_ — . y f i* 


. «iv »iw. tut utyvwiy u i .iiv ■ - - —b his dlhefs, ficfh np- 

vizier dif plications were made to him againft his vizier; whojbefides 
placed and the mufti, was greatly fupported by his own fon, a man 
banifhed. 0 f fenfe and experience. But all their art could riot Hide 

the public difeontent at a minifter, fo bloody and lo inca* 
pable, continuing io long in office. .At laft, he quarrelled 
even with the mufti, whom he banifhed from court, and 
fought the ruin of the kaymakan of Jdrianoplc , the only per- 
fonwho, he thought, had intcreft enough to hurt him du¬ 
ring his abfence in Hungary. His life, however, was of too 
much importance, andTe was too well beloved by the fuh 
tan, to be difpatched without an imperial mandate ; and the 
vizier was infatuated enough, without any ceremony, to de¬ 
mand his head of Ahmed , who feems to have been prepared 
for this infolent requeft. The moment it was made, he 
called for a band of black eunuchs, or executioners, m wait¬ 
ing, and ordered them to remove the wretch into another 
chamber and ftrangle him. The eunuchs happened to be 
in the vizier’s intereft, and, throwing themfelves attheful- 
tan’s feet, befought him to take compaffion on his minifter! 
decrepid age. The fultan relented, and converted his fen* 
tence into banifhment ; and, ordering the kaymakan,- \m 
expe£ied nothing Icfs than death, to appear before him, he 
gave him the late vizier’s feals* . 1 hat miniucr was too 
wife to accept of them ; and, with great importunity, go 
himfelf excufed : upon which the vizierfhip was conterred 


fe 

cnr.a. 


■/fna-i governor of D 
ii under Kara Mcjlafi 


The new vizier being fent for from his government, sit the 
difiance of one thou fa ml miles, created fome Hand m public 
affairs, and occafioned an application from fome oft.ieM- 
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It 


f>h, was dilpoied towards a peace with the G ermans\ but the 
four ambafladors who had been Tent to negotiate at Vienna , 
where they met with barbarous treatment, by being thrown 

VV11 . J 1 A 7 # ft ? 1 i • . Si. • 


into prifon 


Adrianopl 


partly by French gold* and partly by their own refentment, 
they made fuch a report of the diftreffed ftate of the German 
empire, that the continuance of the war was irrevocably re- 
fplved on. The former fchemes for recruiting the army 
were now put put in pradlice, but met with great difficul¬ 
ties; and the vizier, in the mean time, difpatched the ferafkier 
of Hungary , with what forces he had raifed, towards Belgrade, 
to cover the Turkijh frontiers ; and he then appealed a mutiny 
of the janifaries, who refufed to march without fix months 
pay. His next meafure was to remove the kaymakan of Adri- 
onople , and to fubftitute in his place the pa(ha of Aleppo, one 
of his own creatures ; and this he effected, fo far as we can 
learn, by his own power, without any interpofition from the 
fultan, who, perhaps, was difobliged at that kaymakan for 
having refufed the vizierfliip. 

Great TVaradin, all this while, continued blocked up b y Great 
the imperialifts; and the Tartars were fo much out of hu- iy ar(lc (i n 
mour with the Othman court, that they refufed to march to ta j. en 
its relief. General Heujler^ who commanded the blockade, 
perceiving that the garrifon held longer out than he expe£f> 
ed, and underftanding that the Turks were preparing to 
throw provifions into it, refolved upon more vigorous ope¬ 
rations, by drawing his lines nearer to the city; but he was 
interrupted in his works by two brifk rallies of the befieged. 


who Were both times repul fed. 


Heufli 


non coming up, he fent them afummons, requiring them to 
furrender, under pain of all within the town being put to 
the fword, without refpedl: to age or fex. The garrifon con- 
fulted their officers, and, as no relief was at hand, and the 
time was elapfed in which they expedted it, they fent five 
deputies; the chief of whom, in a formal fpeech, agreed to 
give up the place, on condition of them and their goods be¬ 
ing fafely conveyed to Panzova ; which, with other reafon- 
able terms, were complied with. 

This was looked upon as a conqueft of great importance, 
and there were found in the fortrefs five thoufand meafures 
of barley, one thoufand of wheat, three hundred facks of 
rice, fifty vats of flour, fifty brafs guns, twenty-two mor¬ 
tars, feventy thoufand pounds of good powder, feven hun¬ 
dred and twenty-three thoufand of decayed powder, three 
thoufand five hundred cannon-balls, thirty thoufand pounds 
of unwrought, and four thoufand three hundred of wrought 
iron. The whole garrifon confifted of one thoufand two 
hundred men ; and they, with the inhabitants, amounted 
to twelve thoufand : but, after they marched out of the for¬ 
trefs, they found themfelves furrounded in an open place 
prepared without the walls ; and there detained till the Ger- 
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Rafcians fell upon them unawares, and dilperled them with 
confiderable lofs. About the fame time, a party of theO/A- 
vians, going on board fome armed veflels, made a defperate 
attempt upon Tit itl ; but here, likewife, they were repulfed 
with lofs by the RaJcian ga.Yr\i'on. 

Campaign They had no better fuccefs againft 77 /z, another fortrefs 
in Hun- upon the Danube , which they attacked with fifty veffels; 

but, after an afiault which lafted feveral hours, they were 
obliged to retire with lofs. On the other fide of the river 
Una, the imperial Kroats , a people as. barbarous as the. Turks 
thenrfelves, with the governor of Novi at their head, burnt 
the fuburbs and town of Bella tz; where they put all to the 

fword, excepting twenty nerfons of quality, whom they re- 

ferved to be ranfomed. I'he fame Kroats then proceeded to 


gary 
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like manner, notwith¬ 


standing the brave refiftance made by the Tnrkijh garrifon. 
So many mifearriages created vaft difeontent both at the court 
and in the army ; and it appears, at this time, that a con- 
fpiracy was formed againft the vizier, chiefly on account of 
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zier had the good fortune to difeover this confpiracy, but did 
not think proper to punifh the chief confpirators with death; 
all he did was to remove the aga of the janifaries from his 


Conjiantinopl 


JJhmael Pajl: 


plot again ft him. 


of his education in Germany , where he had been prifoner, 
he was efteemed to he a man of addrefs and capacity. The 
tefterdar was likewife involved in this confpiracy, and he 
too was removed. But nothing gave fo much difquiet to the 
vizier as his finding that the janifaries likewife were in the 

The truth is, that rapacious body 
had no attachment to any fet of men but for money ; and 
the vizier and his opponents were alike to them. 'I he vi¬ 
zier out-bid the others, and gratified the mutineers; but he 
faw, at the fame time, that he muft be at the neceflity of do¬ 
ing the fame as often as thofe tumultuous troops fliould 
pleafe to be difeontented. It was owing to this delay that 
the Turks met with fo many loftes in Hungary , where they 
twice attacked the fortrefs of Port fen, near Petertvaraiin , 
but were repulfed with lofs. The K'oats and Refaan^ 
about the fame time, to the number of five thoufand five 
hundred, made an irruption towards Meydan ; where they 
had the good fortune to fave from butchery four hundred 
Chriftians, who were fentenced to be executed next day, 
and to return home laden with plunder, befidcs making fe¬ 
veral prifoners of diftineiion. A large convoy of prov.inns 
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r.j anSi breaking into the Morava , carried off two hundred 
thoufand crowns in fpecie, and beat the Turkijh convoy. 

The ferafkier of Babadaghi , with fome other Turkijh ge¬ 
neral officers, in the end of July, entered Moldavia , where 
thev were joined by the Turkijh waywode of that country 
with twenty thoufand Tartan. Their obj-£t was Soroka , 
which they were in hopes of furprifing, the Poles having been 
negligent of guarding it. The Turkifo army confiffcd of 
} thirty thoufand men, including the Tartars , and the garrifon 
of no more than fix hundred ; but, fo unfkili'ul were the 
T u Jsin the methods of befieging, that, though they inveffed 
it and carried on their approaches with all the regularity 
they were mafters of, they were obliged, at laff, to raife the 
fietrc, with the lofs of three thoufand men. This mifearri- 
2geof the Turks gave great fpirit to the Poles ; and, when 
the khan of Tartary offered to reftore Kaminiek , with all Po- 
faH a ail d Ukrania , to that republic, provided {he would re¬ 
nounce her alliance with the emperor, the propofal was re¬ 
jected, as the Poles were in hopes of recovering all Molda¬ 
via., , t _ > _ 

The Venetians having, during the preceding campaigns, Opera- 

fubdued all the Morea , began now to entertain hopes of re- tions of 

I covering Candia. With this view they endeavoured to fur- the Ve- 
prize Canea ; but the French in their fervice deferted to the netians . 
Turks, whom they put upon their guard ; and the Venetians , 
after befieging the place for fifty days, were obliged to raife 
the fiege with confiderable lofs. This was attended with fome 
other advantages gained by the Turks in thofe parts. But the 
ferafkier of the Morea was repulfed, with great {laughter, in 
an attempt he made upon Lepanti ; and AH Beg , a Turkijh 
general, was taken prifoner in endeavouring to recover Gra - 
cm. In the year 1693, the Turks celebrated, with the moft 
extravagant rejoicings, the birth of twins by one of their ful- 
tan’s wives; but their joy was fomewhat damped by the 
burning down of four thoufand houfes, and two hundred 
{hops, at Conjlantinople. 

Mean while, the vizier was carrying on fecret meafures 
for peace ; which being difeovered loff him his poft, as be¬ 
ing done contrary to the knowledge of the fulran and the 
opinion of the divan. He was fucceeded by Bulukyi Mojla - 
fa, who, endeavouring to carry on fome works of reforma- 
mation, to fignalize his acceffion to the vizierfhip, an infur- 
reclion was threatened, and confpiracies were formed againfl: 
him; but, finding means to engage the janifaries on his fide, 
the principal confpirators were apprehended and puniflied, 

.and tranquility Was refrored to the empire. 

The paffion for war {till continued at the Turkijh court; A ffievkh 
and the grand-vizier was preparing to put himfelf at the raifes afe- 
head of an army which was encaped without Conjlantinople , dition, 
when a fedition broke out under MiJ> i Ejfsndi , the fheykh of 
Vuja. This rebel was an enthufUff ; and it was thought, 

U 2 from 




A general history 

« 

from Tome poetical rhapfodies which he publifhed, that he 
was a friend to the Chrijlians. He ere£fed a ftandard in Pruja 
for enlifting volunteers in the caufe of God, who were to 
ferve without pay or reward, without arms, or expence to 
the fultan. The vaft reputation he was in for fan&ity, f 00n 
brought above three thoufand votaries, who ftiled themfelves 
derwifhes, to his ftandard ; and he fet out at their head for 
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pital, and, marching to the mofque of Selim , he there ha* 


He 


That God 


ill fuccefs of the Otbmans, and, that the crimes of feventeen 
great men, among whom he named all the principal officers 
of the ftate, had brought the divine vegeance upon them; 
that the empire itfelf muft be deftroyed unlefs they were put 
to death ; and, that the Otbmans had no occafion for power¬ 
ful armaments, becaufe he was ready, with his unarmed der- 
wiflies, to encounter the infidels, or, as the Turks call them, 
gyawrs, and to drive them out of the empire. 


The people, even of the better \ 
indifpofed towards this dodtrine. 


The preacl 
Mohammed 


his perfon became facred, even from the power of the fultan 
himfelf; and his congregation was reforted to by numbers 
of the regular troops. The vizier was alarmed by thofefedi- 
tious appearances, and fentthe kaymakan of Adrianople to the 
court, then refiding in that city, to bring the fheykh before 
him ; but he refufed to betray his divine million by obeying 
fuch a gyawr as the vizier. The kaymakan perceived that 
nothing was to be done by force againft the enthufiaft; and 
made his report to the vizier, that, unlefs he was fpecdily 
fuppreffed, the whole empire muft be thrown into confufion, 
his difcourfes tending to rebellion againft the fultan himfelf 
Upon this report, the vizier held a confultation with the 
aga of the janifaries, and the other great officers whom the 
fheykh had doomed to deftrudfion; and the refult was, to 
fend a talkifh, or formal addrefs, to inform the emperor of 
his danger. Ahmed immediately doomed the traitor, as he 
could not be put to death, to be banifhed to Prufa . The 
vizier, well knowing the danger of proceeding againft the 
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He 


trapanned him by flattering his va* 


of the janifaries, and a number of officers and foldiers, who 
appeared before him in the moft refpedfful manner, attended 
by one of the fultan’s chariots ; and acquainted him that 
his imperial majefty had fo great an opinion of his fandlity 
that he wanted to enjoy the pleafure of his conversation, and 
would therefore be glad if he immediately repaired to the pa 
lace. The fheykh fufpe&ed their intention, and boldly an 
fwered. That, though he believed they were fent by Sbo )/ 
tan* or Satan , he would attend them ; but, that they would 
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foon receive marks of a divine manifeftation in his favour. 

The effe&s of enthufiafm are incredible. The enthufiaft 

mounted the fultan’s chariot, and pafTed through crowds of 
j)j s votaries; but he was no fooner at a proper diftanee from 
them, than he was put into a covered waggon and tranfported 

to Prufa. 

The army, all this while, continued to be encamped with¬ 
out the walls of Conftcntinople , and, in a day or two after 
the fheykh’s difappearing from Adrianople , a moft dreadful 
hurricane happened, attended with thunder and lightning, 
which confumed a vaft number of tents in the camp, and 
threw all the reft to the ground. The common people im¬ 
mediately interpreted thofe judgments as fo many marks of 
divine vengeance for the indignity that had been done to the 
jjieykh ; and the fultan bimfelf was fo much of that opinion 
that he fent the holy man a moft refpe&ful letter, afking 
him pardon, and imputing the hardftiips he fuffered to the 
villainy of his minifters ; requefting him, at the fame time, 
to return to Adrianople , and blefs his army before it departed. 

The fhcykh, to keep up the reputation he had got, in his 
znfwer, paid a compliment to the fultan, whom he acquitted 
of the treachery that had been offered him; but informed 
him, that the fame divine fpirit which had led him to Adri- 
anople , did not permit his return thither. Thus ended this 
religious frolic, as it may be termed. But we are told by Ri- 
caut , that, upon the difappearance of the fheykh, his prin¬ 
cipal followers were put to death ; and, among them, a ra¬ 
pacious pafha, two agas, and an aftrologer., Another fire, 
which happened at ConJla?itinople , wherein twenty thoufand 
houfes were confumed, confirmed the people in their opi¬ 
nion of the Iheykh’s fan£lity; which was heightened by 
news arriving of an emir of the Arabs , who faid that he was 
defccnded from the prophet Mohammed , having laid fiege to 
Bojjoray in the Perfian Gulphy as being his property by lineal 
deicent. Upon this, the pafha of Bofnia had orders to march 
againft the rebels ; but the latter opened the flu ices which 
lee the water into the flat country, and not only-overflowed 
the Turkijh camp, but drowned about feven thoufand of their 
men. But we are now to attend the progiefs of the Hunga¬ 
rian war. 

On the twenty-feventh of June , 1693, the imperial ge- The 
neral Heujlcr took the ftrong fortrefs of jfeno, which he had, Turkijb 
forfome time, blocked up ; and, foon after, that of Phila- army 
goras . Thofe lofles obliged the vizier to haften his departure marches 
from Adrianople with the army, which was compofed of very to Hun- 
indifferent foldicrs. While he was upon his march, being $arj. 
informed of the taking of Jcno and WJagcthwar he was di¬ 
ffracted how to proceed, or whether he ihould reinforce the 
garrifons of Temcfivar or Belgrade. At laft he refolved upon 
the former, and ordered a pafha to march to that city with 
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a ftrongdetachment of men and a convoy of provifions. The 
pallia, and fome of the other officers, prefuming to remon- 
ftrate, that Belgrade was in danger, and mu ft be ioft, if 
mejvear was fuccoured, the vizier was fo incenfed, that he 
put to death, with his own hand, fix of his general officers 
who were of the palha’s opinion ; and began his march to¬ 
wards Temefivar , as if his intention had been to fubdue all 
‘Tranfylvania. 

By th is time, Belgrade was actually invefted by the Au- 
Jlriam under the dulce of Cray ; but, either through falfe in¬ 
formation of the vizier’s movements, or, as is more proba¬ 
ble, through the dilatorinefs and imbecility of the court of 
Vienna , he neither was provided with men or artillery for 
fo great an undertaking. It was the firft of Attgujl when 
the fiege might be faid to begin ; but it went fo flowlyon, 
that it was the fifth before a battery was finifhed ; nor did 
the Brandenburg!) troops join the army before the ninth. In 
the mean while, the vizier, underftanding at Difira that 
Belgrade was befieged, changed his route, and, by a moll 
unexampled march through mountains, he advanced to¬ 
wards' Belgrade , after the fiege had continued, without any 
fuccefs, for twenty days. The eonduef of the imperialiffi, 
on this occafion, was unaccountable. No care was taken 
to cut oft' fupplies to the town by the Danube ; nor was the 
proper artillery brought up for feveral weeks after the fiege 
was formed. This was not a little owing to the falfe intel¬ 
ligence the duke of Crcy had received of the vizier’s having 
marched into Tranfylvania ; but he no fooner heard of his 
advancing to the relief of Belgrade , than he plied the fiege 
with redoubled fury. But it was now too late. The vi¬ 
zier’s approach not only animated the befieged to a brave 
defence, but difeouraged the Germans , who fullered veryfe- 
verely from the fallies of their enemies, in one of which they 
loft above one thoufand men ; and they were repulfed in an 
attempt to ftorm the counterfcarp. 
and raifts A council of war being held, it was judged impra&icable 
the fiege to continue the fiege with their reduced numbers, and, at 
of Bel the fame time, to make head againlt the vizier, whofe march 

grade . to the relief of the city was as incredible as it was unex¬ 

pected. The outer walls of the place had been mined by 
the artillery of the befiegers ; and, even the citadel itfelf, 
though defended by a garrifon of fixteen thoufand Turh , 
was fo fhaken, that it muft have furrendered in a few days, 
had it not been for the approach of the vizier, who was pre¬ 
paring to ftorm the Cbriflian camp. A refolution being taken 
to raife the fiege, the troops no fooner began to march to¬ 
wards the Save, than the vizier difpatched a courier to the 
fultan, to inform him of his having gained a complete vic¬ 


tory over the mermans, which was proclaimed 
©ftentation at Adrianople . 
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The duke of Cray took up a ftrong camp acrofs the Save; 
which the vizier not daring to attack, fent the Tartar khan 
Selim Gyeray , with a large body, to cut off their provifions, 
and to ravage the Hungarian provinces. At Khonad, the 
Tartars , vvhofe ftrength confided chiefly in their horfe, were 
fo artfully furrounded by the iinperialifts, under Hofkirkhen , 
that they were reduced to the melancholy alternative of either 
ftarving or furrendering. The khan, rather than fubmit to 
either, ordered his followers to alight, and each man to kill 
his horfe, and then to attack the enemy on foot; which they 
did with fo much intrepidity, that the Germans were, at 
firft, thrown into confufion ; but recovering themfelves, all 
the Tartars, excepting the khan and a few of his followers, 
were flaughtered. 

On the nineteenth of October , Hofkirkhen fell upon the 
Turks , who lay before Giula, and drove them from a palanka, 
though they coniifted of forty troops of horfe, one thoufand 
two hundred janifaries, and two thoufand eight hundred 
Tartars. A thoufand of the latter were killed, two thoufand 
five hundred beads of burthen were taken, and all their pro¬ 
vifions deftroyed ; but it is uncertain whether this adtion did 
not precede that which we have given an account of againft 
the Tartars ; becaufe, in the dole of the letter which Hof¬ 
kirkhen writes, upon this occafion, to the duke of Croy, he 

“ Had I come but eight hours fooner, I had alfo met 
“ with the Tartars marching to Debrezen ; howfoever, I am 


fays, 


“ now preparing to follow them, and hope to come up with 
“ them to-morrow, or the day following.” 

This \ear, the imperialifts, under count Bathiani , attacked 
Brmzein Maydan at fea, where the Turks had a great maga¬ 
zine of artillery, the neighbourhood of the place being fa¬ 
mous for iron mines. The Turks , at firft, made a brave de¬ 
fence; but fuch was the impetuofity of the Germans , that 
they (formed the walls of the place, and put to the (word 
above five hundred men and women, befides taking prifon- 
ers (ome perforis of note; and, after fecuring all the con¬ 
tents of the magazines, they reduced the town itfelf to afhes. 

. This place (lands on the river Sanaa , between Kajlamvitz 
and Bikaiz ; and the lofs of it, together with a vaft quantity 
of iron and brafs artillery, gave very fenfible difquiet to the 
court of ConJiantincpJe ; the fourth part of which city was 
burnt down on the twenry-fixth of Augufl, by an accidental 
fire. In other quarters, the Othman arms met with various 
fi'cvefs. The Poles were a mu fed by the artifices of the 
French court; and the Venetians , in Dalmatia , by turns, de¬ 
feated and were conquered. But we are now to turn from 
the operations of the held to thole of the cabinet. 

His Britannic majefty, William III. had nothing more at 
heart than to efFedl a peace between the porte and the Ger¬ 
man empire, which he knew could not act, with any proba¬ 
bility of fuccefs, againft the French , while it had an Oilman 
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prove in¬ 
effectual. 


war to fuftain. Lezvis XIV. on the other hand, employe 
his ableft minifters, and their moft fpecious arts, to prevent 
any accommodation between the porte and the houfe of Au- 
Jtria. Chateauneuf,\ his refident at Con/lantinople, finding that 
the Turks , before the fiege of Belgrade was raifed, were wa¬ 
vering between peace and war, called for a new fupp]y 0 f 
credit, which was fent him by the marquis de Lorand ', who 
allured the vizier, that the French king was upon the point 
of conquering Great-Britain, and confequently Holland- 
which would give fuch a blow to the Germans on the fide 
of Europe , that the Othmans mutt become matters of all Hun¬ 
gary and Tranfyhania . The Turks believed him ; and he had 
even the addrefs, not only to obtain a promife from the vi¬ 
zier, that the porte never would make peace with the Ger¬ 
mans without the participation of France , but leave for hint 

to attend that minitter’s perfon in Hungary , that he mi»ht 
difappoint ail attempts towards peace. King William gave 
Mr. Harbord the chara£ler of his ambaffador at Conjlantint- 

ple ; but, when he arrived at Vienna , he heard, with the 
mott fenfible concern, of the fmall probability of his fuccefs 
with the Othmans. In quality, however, of mediator, he 
received the propofals tendered for a pacification by theim- 
perialifts, the Poles , and the Venetians ; which, with many 
other curious original papers, are inferted in Ricanf s hiftory. 
Being thus fupplied with credentials, Harbord proceeded 
from Adrianople (where he had arrived, for themoft part, by 
water) to Belgrade , where he had an aAidience of the vizier, 
According to Rycaut, he found that minifter fo entirely pre- 
poiTetted by the French ambaffador, who, on that account, 
behaved with great infolence, that indignation and concern 
threw him into a fever, of which he died on the thirty-firft 
of July-t 1692. His death happening foon after that o iHuJ- 
Jey , afforded great matter of fpeculation, as if both of them 
had been poifoned by the practices of the French ; but, as 
Rycaut fenfibly hints, their intereft was fo firmly rivefted with 
the vizier, that they had nooccafion to have recourfe tothofe 

nefarious a£ts. 

■ 

Many of the other great officers of the Othman empire 
were not of the vizier’s opinion ; and, upon the death cf 
the depofed fultan Mohammed IV. a divan being held, the 
quettion of peace or war was warmly debated; and it was 
thought that the former would have taken place, had not 
the imperial and Dutch minifters been fo zealous for it, that 
the Turks imagined the European confederacy on the brink, of 


ruin. 


Paget 


Hai 


had 


audience in 


an 

the affair of the 


mediation grew defperaie. It was, at this time, reported, 
that the fultan was about to remove towards Belgrade, to 
give greater fpirit to the operations of his generals'] but he 
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was diTuaded from this refolution by his phyficians perceiv- 
' him to be far gone in a dropfy, the hereditary difeafe of 

!he Otbman family. Preparations for war, however, went on 
with infinite vigour again!! the Chrijlian confederacy ; but, 
whatever general maxims may prevail amongft the Otbman 
minifters, it is certain that the fecret fprings of a&ion are 
moved by a few private favourites within the walls of the fe- 
taglio. This obfervation was exemplified in the fate of this Re 
vizier, who had fo fuccefsfully raifed the fiege of Belgrade , 
and returned to Adrianople in full hopes of being received 
with diftinguifhed honour by his mailer. Inftead of that, 
being accufed, on the flight pretext of his negle&ing the 
affairs of the empire, becaufe he one day went a hunting 

**** ji, . " — ■ 1 i • fl • Jt t * ^ /* 


he was divefted of the feals, which were given to All Pajlm , 
the governor of Tripolis ; but (a rare inllance among the 
Oilmans) he enjoyed his ellate and liberty, and was made 

governor of Damajcus. 

The porte, at this time, by the inftigation and influence 
of the French ambafiador, fought to divide and deftroy the 
Chrijlian confederacy. The French deluded the Poles fo as to 
apply for a feparate peace ; which mull have been effe&ed, 
had they not peremptorily infilled upon the furrender of 
Kaminiecky with all its dependencies, and upon a claufe of 
uti fifficletis ; two terms which were too unpopular even for 
tk French inteieft to carry through. The tefterdar, or trea¬ 
surer, was, at this time, difplaced, and, according to fome, 
Wangled ; and one Ozman , a worthlefs palha, a native of 
Cmiia , was made kaymakan of Adrianople. As to the vizier 
himfclf, he was, in his own mind, for peace ; but, fo great 
was the French influence at the porte, that he durft fcarcely 
own his fentiments. It mull be owned, that the common 
Otbman hiftories, at this time, are extremely irfiperfe<5l; and 
that many changes t9ok place at court unknown to the pub¬ 
lic; as will appear by the following curious letter from lord 
Paget to a friend at Vienna , dated April 24, N. S. 1694; 
which contains a more true defcription of the Othmast court, 
at this time, than we find in any hiftory. 


novals 


“ SIR, 

“They fo often change their minifters here, that an 
“ ambafiador can fcarce come to treat twice with the fame 
“ perfon. Since my arrival here at the porte, they have had 


Conjlantinopl 


pi 
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three tefterdars, or lord-treafurers, two new cadilefchers, 
“or judges, of Afia and Romelia ; and, in Ihort, all the 
1 great officers of the empire were changed, the mufti only 
“ excepted ; by which, there was fuch a new fet of idiots 
and fools got into places, as would overturn the bell fet- 
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only fuch as chance offers, it is a doubtful wager, ty}]« 
ther he proves a fool or a wife man; and, in cafe he 
fhould prove a man of parts, yet he is fuffered fo Ihorta 
time to remain in his office, that he is in no capacity to 

improve them.” 

ii Ambaffadors, unlefs it be at their firft audience, and at 
that of Congedie , have no converfation or aceefs to the 
grand-feigniors ; and then they affedf fuch a fort of gran¬ 
deur, as may beft cover all their thoughts by a (ilence • 
fo that they give no place for any debate; and a man can 
never lay any foundation upon their words : for, as their 
ally of France fcorns to be a Have to *his word, fo they 
hold it to be no difhonour to be open, and efteem nothing 
for a fecret. It is true, that, very feldom, or never, a 
minifter fhall receive a flat denial from a Turk , for he (hall 
train you on to the very laft point; and, when you come 
to the laft argument, and upfhot of all, then a fum of mo¬ 
ney muft make the conclufion.” 
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Such was the confufed ftate of the Othtnan affairs at this 
time, when the khan of Tartary , upon fome diiTatisfacdion 
expreffed by the porte at feeing the applications of the Polifo 
envoy chiefly addrefied to him, left the court in difguft, and 
was followed by the Polijh envoy him (elf, whofe negotiation 
was difowned by all the reft of the confederates, who retired 
in difgrace from Adriancple. At this juncture, the intrigues 
of the court grew to a greater height than e-er ; and the vi 
zier, with the other great officers without doors, applied 
formally to the grand-feignior to remove the kifler-ag;\ and 
fome other officers within the palace, whom they accufed of 
meddling in aff airs of peace and war, in which they had no 
concern. The fultan, on receiving this application, broke 
out into an unufual paffion againft the vizier, and told him, 
Thar, if the kifler-aga deferved any punifhment, it was for 
his having been inftrumental in his, the vizier’s, promotion 
to the high place which he fo unworthily filled. The vizier 
then found that he was deprived of his chief lupport, by the 
departure of the Tartar khan ; foon after which, his Wife, 
who was lifter to the fultan himfelf, endeavoured to accom¬ 
modate matters between her hufband and the killer-zga, 
but without anv effect, for fhe was forbidden the court, and 
the fultan’s mafter of the horfe was fent to demand from him 
the feals of his office, which he was obliged to refign. His 
houfe was then fealed up by the kaymakan of Adr'wvrM i 
• but, being rich, he had intereft enough to procure an order 
for his being reinftated in his government of Tripolis. H|> 
enemies procured a revocation of this order; and a capigi, 
with feveral boftanjis, being fent after him, overtook him on 
the road, and, having brought him back, he was fhutup in 
a prifon, which few had ever been known to leave, butwitn 


their Jives, and his eftate was confifcated to the fultan. 
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He was fucceeded by another dli Pajha , who, as his'pre- 
^eccffor, had likewife been governor of Tripolis. This mi¬ 
ller had, at the time of his fucceeding to the vizierfhip, 
jbme experience in bufinefs ; but was not looked upon by 
the public as a man of abilities or capacity for that high Ra¬ 
tion. He too, like his predeceflbrs, was inclined to pacific 
meafures ; but was overborne by the ulema and the favour¬ 
ites of the feraglio, and the war went on. The French am- 
baffador, acquainting the fultan that the German army was 
neither numerous nor well difciplined, formed a plan for at¬ 
tacking Pcterwaradin ; which coming to the knowledge of 
count Caprara, in Hungary , he entrenched himfelf round 
the city ; and, in this fituation, the vizier found him when 
he arrived before the place. He faw the German entrench¬ 
ments too ftrong to be forced, and, fearing to be attacked 
himfelf, he fortified his own camp, and began regular ap¬ 
proaches againft Caprarci s works, as if they had defended a 
fortified city; while his fleet, which confifted of one hun¬ 
dred and ten veflels of all kinds, caft anchor within cannon- 
fhot of the imperial fhips. This was a new way of making 
war; as if, in fa£h, two lieges were carried on at once ; that 
of the German camp, and that of Peterwaradin. The Turks 
being well fupplied with artillery and French engineers, foon 
broke into the imperial camp; from whence they were dif- 
lodged, with difficulty, by the German hufiars ; and, fome 
Brandenburgh battalions arriving on the nineteenth, their 
courage was greatly abated. While thofe operations were 
carrying on by land, a brifk cannonade was kept up between 
the Turkijh and imperial fhips upon the Danube ; and the 
governor of Titul took twenty-five of their provision fhips, 
and funk three of their frigates; befide which, one thoufand 
five hundred of their troops were cut off by Bajfompicre , an 
imperial general. Among the latter was the fon of the Tar' 
tor khan, who threatened vengeance ; but, the rainy feafon 
coming on, and the Turkijh troops working in the ditches 
to their knees in water, the vizier was, at laft, perfuaded to 
raife the fiege ; which he did by night: and, foon after, the 
Germans reduced Giula. It is oblerved, by Marfigli , who 
was no mean judge of military operations, that the vizier, 
during the whole of this campaign, adted in a moft unfol- 
dicrlike manner ; nor could he have taken the place, in the 
way he proceeded, had his army been double its number. 

In other parts of the Othman frontiers, efpecially towards Succefies 
Poland and RuJJia , nothing of importance happened. The 0 f the f'e- 
inhabitants of the ifland of Khios were of two kinds; part of 
them Latins , chiefly Venetians ; and the reft Greeks , who 
thought themfelves happy under the Othman government, 
by the diftinguifhed privileges they enjoyed. After the 
■‘KJ'fohad mifearried before Vienna , the Italian part of the 
inhabitants became fpies for the Venetians , and, at laft, fe- 
ttetly invited them to invade their ifland ; but founded the 

Greek 
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Greek part of the inhabitants upon the fubjedh The latter I 
unwilling to change the government they lived under, gavel 
intelligence to the kapudan-pafha of what was in agitation - \ 
but, fuch was the ftate of the Otbman affairs, at that time | 
that he was unable to fave the ifland ; which the Otbman | 
governor, Silahdar HaJJan Pajba , was obliged to deliver up | 
by degrees. I 

The reduction of this ifland gave opportunities for its po -1 
pifli inhabitants to manifeft their zeal for their church, for | 
they immediately fhut up all the places of worlhip belong-1 
ing to the Greeks , many of whom they obliged to comply | 
with their religion ; and they broke, in almoff every article, | 
the terms of the capitulation for the ifland. The Venetians, I 
as much elated by this acquifition as the Turks were difpi- 1 
rited, agreed upon befieging Smyrna. This alarmed the I 
French, Englifn , and Dutch confuls refiding there ; and they I 
remonftrated to the Venetian commanders. That the ware- 1 
houfes of Smyrna were full of merchandizes and commodi- 1 
ties belonging to their refpedtive nations; and, that their I 
republic would be obliged to make amends for all the da-1 
mage which might be done to thofe ware-houfes during the I 
fiege. The Venetians, upon thofe reprefentations, returned I 
homewards with their fleet; but their general, Delfino , took I 
Kiklu and Klobuk, in Dalmatia ; the Turkijh feralkier endea* 
vouring in vain to retake them. 

About this time, the Arabs, who, for fome ages, had af¬ 
fected an independency upon the Otbman government, com¬ 
plained, that the furreh, or tribute, paid them for not rob¬ 
bing the caravans going to Mecca from different parts of the 
Turkijh dominions, had been withdrawn ; and furprized 
fome of the caravans, in which the khan of Tartary was go¬ 
ing on a pilgrimage to that city, whom they made prifoner, 
and compelled him to carry their complaints to the porte. 
In the mean while, their general, Amir Mohammed, conti¬ 
nued to plunder the Otbman fubje&s ; and the Arabs found 
the trade fo beneficial, that his army amounted to fuch a 
number as enabled him to beflege Mecca itfelf: but, accord¬ 
ing to the Turkijh hiftorians, being {truck with the fanffity 
of the place, he defifted from his enterprize. By this time 
the vizier had returned to Adrianople with a difpirited army, 
and in a manner that looks fo much like a flight, that a tu¬ 
mult enfued. The people of Adrianople being affembledin 
the chief mofque of the city, a bold Turk , who had accom¬ 
plices attending him, mounted the pulpit, and harrangued 
the people as follows : 

“ Mojlcms, or believers. You are all, at this time, obliged 
“ to ffand up for the faith, for your country, and govern- 
“ ment. You cannot but be fenfible, that the Chrijiiam at- 
ct tack us both by fea and land ; that we have a iultan who 
“ attends to nothing ; and a great vizier, who is not ac- 
<c quainted, or pradtifed, in alFairs either civil or military. 

1 “ Where- 
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Wherefore, let us all run to the gate of our mufti, and 
<< t here cry out, and exclaim, for a change of government. 

«{j) 0 you not obferve what a capricious fool we have for a 
H vizier; how obftinate and ignorant, and how he daily 
<( commits a thoufand follies ? 

Intelligence of this feditious fpeech being carried to the 
kaymakan, he mounted on horfeback, and, taking with him 
aftrong guard of janifaries, he feized the preacher, but 
without daring to punifh him at firft. Finding afterwards 
that the mutineers were divided among themfelves, he pro¬ 
ceeded againft them more feverely, by putting to death the 
moft culpable, and throwing their bodies into the fea. The 
Arabs were all this while in arms ; and Amir Mohatnmed , 
who, we perceive, was a fharif, or defeendant of the pro¬ 
phet, was preparing to ftrike an important blow both againft 
jltoand Medina ; but was diffuaded from it by the mufti, 
and the other good Mojlems, both civil and military ; who 
perfuaded him into more pacific fentiments. We are, how¬ 
ever, given to underftand, that thefe were greatly owing to 
his being deferted by many of the Arab chiefs. 

Towards the end of the year 1694, the vizier, who con¬ 
tinued with the army encamped without the walls of Adrian - 
ople, gave out, that he would attempt the recovery of Kbios ; 
thelofs of which had dccafioned an interruption of all corre¬ 
spondence with Smyrna, Rhodes , or Egypt ; and this had 
heightened the price of coffee, rice, and i'ugar. This defign 
was laid afide upon intelligence being received, that the Ve¬ 
netians had made proper difpofitions for defending it. Before 
the clofe of this year, the prudence of the kaymakan of Adri- 
anople alone prevented a general revolution from taking place 
in the Otkman empire. 

In the beginning of the year 1695, the attention of the Death and 
miniftry was turned towards finding employment for the ar- charafter 
my, to divert its turbulent fpirit ; and a frefh fire broke out of fultaa 
in Conjlantinople : but fultan Ahmed died on the twenty- Ahmed, 
feventh of January , in the fiftieth year of his age, and the 
fourth of his reign. We have already given his chara&er,; 
and all we have to add, is, that, during his reign, he fell 
into the common error of the Othman princes ; that of too 
great an attachment to private favourites, who abufed his 
confidence. Rycant reprefents him, as being agreeable in Bis 
perfon ; but his belly was too prominent, occafioned by the 
dropfy. The immediate caufe of his death was a defluxion 
upon his lungs; and it is faid, that, in his laft agonies, find¬ 
ing his nephew, Mojiafa , could not be perfuaded to fpeak to 
him, he fent him a meffage, begging, that, if he fhould fuc- 
ceed to the empire, he would luffer his fon Ibrahim , who 
was no more than three years old, to live. 
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Accefllon 
of M’tjla- 
fa. 


Altera¬ 
tions at 

court. 


T'he Reign of Moflafa II. I 

« Mil 

W E have already obferved, that, whatever ideas the I 

public may entertain concerning the defpotifm of I 
Turkijk fultans, their power is undoubtedly circumfcrited I 
in matters of fucceffion, and all the great condiment parts I 
of government. This appeared in the fucceffion of Mojla - I 
fa ii. the fon of Mohammed IV. to the Othman throne, in I 
prejudice of the infant Ion of the late emperor Ahmed. The I 
vizier Alt would gladly have placed this infant fon of Mined I 
on the throne, that he might have enjoyed his power during I 
a long minority. The courtiers had determined otherwife- I 
and the hazandar-bafhi, or treafurer of the feraglio, freeing I 
Mojtafa from his confinement, he immediately mounted the I 
throne, and was recognized as fultan by the great officers of I 
Rate. He was, at this time, about thirty-three years of 
age, healthy and a&ive in his conftitution; and, from what 
we can gather from the Turkijh as well as European hiftori- 
ans, like many of his predecelfors, he ftepped from a prifon 
to a throne. His mother, who was the favourite wife of 
Mohammed IV. had a perfect afcendancy over the Ton’s fpi- 
rit; and fhe was given out to have been the daughter of a 

Cbrijlian bifhop. She was then at fome diftance from court; 
and, till her fentiments fnould be known, the new fultan 
was pleafed to confirm the vizier in his office. The firflr 
a£t of his government was to infpeft his finances, which he 
found to be miferably poor. To recruit them, he obliged 
all his great officers, not excepting the vizier, to bring in 
their ready-money; and his own mother is faid to have con¬ 
tributed feven millions (of afpers we fuppofe) or about four 
hundred thoufand pounds. 

The vizier feeing Moflafa upon the throne, was among 
the firft of the courtiers to pay him his allegiance. The 
fultan declared, that he was refolved to command his armies 
in perfon. He iflued orders for a new train of artillery to be 
caft, and he made all the arrangements necefiary for a vi¬ 
gorous campaign, without confulting any of his minillers. 
He then recalled to court many of his father’s faithful offi¬ 
cers, and, among the reft, Eltnas Mohammed Pajba, a wor¬ 
thy, able man, and unftained with avarice, the common 
vice of the Ottomans \ and him he made nifhanji pafha, apoft 
fomewhat a-kin to our privy-feal ; after which be was made 
rekiub kaymakan, or deputy to the vizier, when the latter 


was at war. 


Many circumftances concurred to render the beginning 

of this reign uncommonly aufpicious. All the meafures ol 

the fultan declared him to be of a warlike difpofition. He 

publicly charged his vizier to take care how he behaved to¬ 
ward* 



3° 3 


OF THE WORLD. 

wards his foldiers, and to tell him nothing but the truth. 

The Tartars had beat the Poles. The kapudan-pafha, or 
dmiral of the Turks , had defeated the Venetians in two fe- 
veral engagements ; and, to the aftonifhment of all chriften- 
dom the latter meanly refigned, without a ftruggle, their 
important acquifition of the ifle of Khios ; which the Turks 
wain took poileffion of, to the great joy of the Greeks and 
Comfort of the Latins , fome of whole chiefs were publicly 
executed by the Othmans ; and all who remained on the 
jfiand were obliged to conform themfelves to the Greek li- 

jurtry, 

The fulran being now firmly feated on the throne, and his The vi- 
mother being arrived at court, all the great places of the go- zier, and 
vernment were new modelled. Some of the late minillers others, 
were ftrangled, others beheaded, an aftrologer was hanged, put to 
and banifhment was infiidbed upon the leaft culpable and death, 
aliby the direction of the fultana valide, or mother. The 
fultan hitnfelf, like fome of his predeceflbrs, often went in 
difguife to places of mean refort, that he might hear the 
opinions of the common people ; and his fecret difpleafure 
againft his vizier was encreafed by his underffandingthat the 
people, in general, looked upon the fultan only as a nomi¬ 
nal character; and, that, in f.-uft, the vizier managed all the 
great affairs of the empire. This determined that minifter’s 
fate, for the fultan was refolved, at all events, to deftroy 
hint. The vizier was feniible of this, and did all he could 
to avert his fate. He fqueezed money from all ranks of peo¬ 
ple, and his expertnefs in that practice was fo agreeable to 
the fultan, that his life was fpared longer than he at lirft in¬ 
tended. 

All the cares of the fultan were now dire&ed towards a 
vigorous campaign on the fide of Hungary. Moftqfa per- 
filledinhis refolution to command the army in perlon. The 
vizier, and the great officers of fate, did all they could to 
diiiuade him from this ; but his mother encouraging him to 
perfevere, they thought proper to congratulate him upon the 
magnanimity of his refolution. An encampment, as ufual, 
being ordered for the army, which was to confift of eighty 
fnouland men, about two miles out of the gates of Adriano - 
the foldiers clamoured for their donative, Tl.e grand- 
vizier applied to the fultan, and offered to find the money 
for pacifying them ; but the fultan replied, with great fi.rm- 
nefs, That he was not indebted for his throne to the foldiery, 
buttn his own hereditary right; that the mifeondueb of the 
two former reigns had impoverished the treafuryj that the 
donative in queftion was originally no other than a gratuity 
pnred by his prcdcceifi s on occafion of fiignal fucceffesj 
and, that, in ffiorc, he /•<.: refolved to difeontinue it. 

before the army was ahor.bled, the Tartar khan was or¬ 
dered to be in readinels with all the men he could raife. He 
endeavoured to excufc himicif, on account of a war he was 
en £ a ged in with the Mufcoviies ; but the fultan i nlifted pe¬ 
remptorily 
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remptorily upon his attendance. The fultan, by the firm-* 
nefs he difplayed on this, and all other, occafions, found him- 
fell adored by his fubje&s, and now thought that he might 
venture to execute his vengeance againft the vizier. That 
minifter had long forefeen his own deftrudfion ; which made 
jfuch an impreflion upon him, that his very words and a&ions, 
even in the prefence of the fultan, betrayed his apprehenfion. 
Aiojlafa, in one of his midnight rambles, underftood that his 
artillery carriages were not fufficiently fortified with iron; 
and this trifling eircumftance induced him to charge his vi- 
zier with negledb in the important duties of his office. The 
vizier threw the blame upon the topachi-bafhi, or malferof 
the artillery, who recriminated ; and, as the fultan had re* 
folved that the vizier fhould be in the wrong, he was ba- 
nifhed to Chefme , on the coaft of Anatolia ; from whence he 
was foon brought to Adrianople , and, being there put to death, 
his head was expofed in the moft ignominious manner. The 
mufti, who was efteemed an honeft, worthy man, was, 
about the fame time, difplaced ; and the fultan’s tutor, a 
pcrfon of a very oppofite character, was appointed in his 
room. The aga of the janifaries, and almoft all the domef- 
tics of the court, were, in like manner, difplaced by the fe- 
male fadtion, which diredted every thing at court, andfub- 
fticuted, in their rooms, none but the moft infamous of man¬ 
kind. 

Simas Mo- El/nas Mohammed Pajha, whom we have already men* 
hammed tioned, and who was looked upon to be one of the hand¬ 
made vi- fomeft men in the empire (his appellation of Elmas, or Dla- 
zier. mond, being given him on that account) was raifed to the 

vizierfhip, to the great difguft of the old pafhas in office; 
and, every thing being now in rcadinefs for the march of the 
army, the fultan fet cut at the head of it, but not before he 
had publifhed the following general orders. “ That no man 
going to the wars fhould be ferved by young boys. That 
good order and difeipline fhould be obferved in the march. 
That no man fhould ride out of the common high-road, or 
by bye-ways, into the corn-fields, or vine-yards, or other 
grounds belonging to the hufband-man.” In confequenceof 

thole orders, the fultan, who continued to go about indif- 
guife, commanded feveral perfons, whom, he thought, had 
contravened them, to be immediately executed. T he army, 
when it left Adrianople , by reafon of the ’Tartar khan not 
joining it with above five thoufand men, did not exceed fifty 
thoufand. On the tenth of June they began their march, 
and took the route of Tranfylvania ; by which the eleftorot 
Saxony , who this year commanded the imperialifls, was en¬ 
abled, through moft unaccountable miftakes, from coming 
up with them. The fultan pafl'ed the Danube , and, on the 
feventh of September, 1695, attacked Lippa, which was then 
no better than an open place, and took it by ftorm. All wno 
were in it were put to the fword, excepting the governo 
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and a few ofethe principal officers, who were referved to be 
evidences of the Turkijh victory. The fultan then reduced 
and difmantJed Titul. Veteran !, the imperial general, was 
then upon his march, with feven thoufand Germans , to join 
the elector of Saxony j and the fultan fent Mahmud Beg OgIi 9 
begierbeg of Rumelia , with the light-armed troops, to keep 
the Germans in play till the reft of the Oilman army could 
come up. Veterani^ troops were reckoned to be the beft 
that Germany ever produced, and they repulfed Ogli 9 with 
vaftflaughter, in fight of the fultanj who, with his own 
hand, killed numbers of the runaways, and advanced in 
perfon to the charge. The Turks , animated by his pre¬ 
fence, broke, with irrefiftible fury, into the German camp ; 
where they were cut in pieces by the imperial ifts: and a total 
route of the Othmans muft have enfued, had not their ge¬ 
nerals, ftung by the reproaches of the fultan, a third time 
rallied their army and renewed the attack. The battle was 
fierce and obftinate, notwithftanding the inequality of the 
numbers j the Turkijh army then confuting of forty thoufand 
fpahis and eighteen thoufand janifaries: but, the brave Ve - 
terani being mortally wounded, his men retreated. 

This aftonifhing a&ion gave the fultan an idea of the Cam- 
German valour and difeipline, very different from what he paign m 
had entertained before. He privately applied to the mufti, TranfyV 
to find out fome honourable method for difeontinuing the vania, 
purfuit of an enemy, whofe defpair might yet render them 
vi&orious. The mufti, as that fet of men are always fruit¬ 
ful in expedients, immediately publifiied a fetvah, implying, 
that, according to the principles of the Koran , no Mojleni 
could obtain a crown of martyrdom, if he was killed in the 
too clofe purfuit of a flying enemy. In this action, the beg¬ 
ierbeg of Rumelia , feveral of the beft Turkijh generals, and 
above ten thoufand of the common men, and other officers. 


Were killed. The Germans loft one thoufand horfe, and one 
thoufand five hundred foot; and, though it was obferved that 
the fultan, in all actions, took care not to expofe his per- 
fon, yet he wrote moft magnificent accounts of his victories 
to his mother and the regency which he left at Adrianople: 
He then led his forces back to the Danube , and took Logujh 
and Karanfebes , places of very little ftrength or importance. 
Through the whole of this campaign, fo rigorous a difeipline 
Was obferved, that fome Turks were hanged for fo fmall a 
crime as robbing a bee-hive. But, however inglorious this 
campaign might be to the Turks , it was more fo to the Ger - 
mans, whofe general fent his troops into win ter-quarters 
wiftout their coming to farther adtion. 

The affairs of Poland this year are varioufly reprefented. 
Ibekhan of Tartary made an irruption into Podolia and Po- 
* ut!a i as far as Leopolis 5 and is faid to have carried off four¬ 
teen thoufand prifoners : but this is denied by the Poles , who 
by* that they forced the Tartars to retreat, though their ar- 
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my confifted of above feventy thoufand men. About the 
fame time, Peter, czar of Mujcovy , attempted to tak tA/ofh, 
one of the principal towns of Krim- 7 artary \ but mifearried, 
through the inexperience of his foldiers. 

Mezzo Morto, fo called from his being half dead, occa- 
Mortode. fioned by a wound he received in an engagement with the 
feats the Spaniards, was, at this time, at the head of the Turkijh ma- 
Venetians , rme, and one of the moft {killful, as well as braveft, officers- 
and reco- of his time. He was born in Africa , of Moorijh parents, and 
versKh'os. had been early accuftomed to a piratical life; nor could he be 

ever reconciled to the Turkijh manners, even in his drefs. 
After the Turks had loft Khios, though he was then only cap¬ 
tain of a galley, to which poft he had raifed himfelf by his 
merit, he was fo far from defponding, that he advifed the 
divan to carry on an offenfive war by fea. Some of the 
greateft officers of that board treated him as a madman for 
this propofal; but the ferafkier Mifri Ogli , who was to carry 
on the Venetian war, approved of his fcheme, and put him 
at the head of a fquadron with which he attacked the Vene¬ 
tian fleet in the chief harbour of Khios ; and, to the aftonilh- 
ment of all the Euro jean powers, defeated it in two engage¬ 
ments. The Venetians , who had depended entirely upon 
their naval power, at firft, were inclined to have butchered 
all the Greek inhabitants, whom, perhaps, with fome rea- 
fon, they imagined to have favoured the Turks', but the 
powerful proteftion of the ferafkier, over-awed the VenetU 
ans, and their troops fhamefully deferted the ifland. Such 
as remained were obliged either to embrace the Greek reli¬ 
gion, or to ferve in the gallies ; which even the power of 
the French ambaflador could not exempt them from: and 
many of the military men, whom their (hips could not re¬ 
ceive, when the others left the ifland, were put to death. 
The ful- Mezzo Morto , who {hut up all the Latin churches in Khios, 

tan de- in the fame manner as the Latins had fhut up thofe of the 
feats the Greeks , obtained great applaufe from his conduit. Theful- 
Gtrmans. tan made a kind of a triumphal entry into Adrianopk , upon 

the recovery of Khios, and likewife upon the defeat of the re¬ 
bellious Arab fheykh Mohammed , who had fo often robbed the 
caravans travelling to Mecca ; and made Mezzo Morto his 
high-admiral. The Turks, in general, recovered theirfpi- 
tits, and flocked to the imperial ftandards to make a glorious 
campaign in Hungary ; where the eleilor of Saxony, the im¬ 
perial general, had befieged Temcfwar . The fultan flew to 
taife the flege, which he effeitually did ; and the Othmani 
took up a fortified camp, which the Germans bravely endea¬ 
voured to ftorm ; but they were defeated with great 0 
men and almoft their whole train of artillery. This vi&>>y 
was owing greatly to the new vizier Elmas Mohammed Vopy 
who threw himfelf, with the janifaries, between the 0 f’‘ 
mans and the tent of the fultan, who had been almoft made? 
prifoner by the hidden irruption of the enemy into his camp- 
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*fhe Oilman lofs in this engagement was very confldefable. 
'The vizier’s brother, the governor of Temejwar, and fome 
thoufands of the - janifaries, were killed ; and the fafety of 
th t Oilman army was, at lad, owing to the baftanjis, a mi¬ 
litia but lately inftituted among the Turks , i'omewhat of the 
nature of the antient foccage-tenures in England , as they 
held their lands by military fervices. The lultan affecTed 
great moderation upon this vi&ory ; which he was to i.:;- 
from purfuing, that he ordered the mufti to ifiue a fervaiu 
prohibiting farther blood-fhed j and, to the gieacdisappoint¬ 
ment of the Germans , he put an end to the campaign, om h. 
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notafcertained ; hut that of the Oilmans , by their own cm; 
feflion, amounted to above eight thoufand men. 

While matters went orofperouflv on for the fult.in in Hun 
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the other hand, Peter ike Great , czar of Mujcsvy, took 
Jfsph from the porte ; and the [Venetians obtained fome ad¬ 
vantages on the fide of the Mores, where they repJ ed 
the famous Hexamilhn , a wall of fix miles long, vh;ch is 
built acrofs the ifthmus of Corinth. They had not equal fac- 
cefs by fen, where the great abilities of Mezzo Motto s now 
the kapudan-pefha, introduced a new discipline in ti 
furkijb marine, and baffled all the attempts of the Venetians, 
who had fo lately been accuftomed to defpife the Ottoman 
fleet. 

The fultan having led his army back to Adriatiople , then* 
dilbanded it; and, by Rycaut's account* the revival of the. 
Otbman glory was, in a great meafure, owing to the fultan’s 
valour; or, at leafb, to the opinion the public had of it* 
From Adrianople he marched with his guards to Conflantino~ 
//f» which he entered in as great triumph as if he had re¬ 
turned from the conqueft of Vienna itfelf. Three days after 
his entry, he was folemnly girt with a (word by a fheykh at the 
monument of Ayub , one of the moft important ceremonies of 

tl\tTurkiJh government. 

On the firft of November , this year, a Perf.an ambafiador 
had audience of the fultan. His bufmefs was to complain of 

for his tuT.u- 


Perfi. 


babek Soleyman Bey , governor of K-vamania , 
lent difpclition ; to ibllicit a fepara'e place f 
toworlhip in in the temple cf Mecca , and t< 
ference for the Armenian patriarchs in the Holy Land ; but we 
do not find that his ambafly met with great fuccef«. The 
Va ftimprovements that Mezzo Morio had made in the Oik- 
man marine, induced the fulcan to apply more tuan ever to 
luting out a Jaree fleet, part of which he dcfFined to a6b 


Venetians , and part againfl: the Tivjj 
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fince the taking of Afoph , had become formidable to tire 
porte. His proceedings were fo vigorous, that the Venetians 
were kept in awe, nor did the Ruffians continue their con- 
quefts. As to Mezzo Morto , the fultan heaped upon him 
all the honours he could beftow, and furnifhed him with as 
many failors and marines as he demanded. About the 
twenty-third of May^ a ferman, or proclamation, was pub- 
lifhed for a general rendezvous of the army about Adrianopk ; 
and, to give fpirit to the warlike operations, a thorough re¬ 
formation of the coin was effedted, to the great joy of the 
military, as well as the civil, part of the empire; and, among 
other favings that were made at the fame time, the allowance 
of count Tekeli , for himfelf, his wife, and his family, was 
reduced to five dollars a day ; but, to make him fome 
amends, he was permitted to fell wine. This nobleman is 
a ftanding evidence of Otbman ingratitude. No man was 
more carefled at their court than he was, while they had any 
occafion for his fervices ; but their ends were no fooneran- 
fwered than he was thrown afide, lodged in one of the mod j 
difgraceful ftreets of all Conjlantinople , and he and his tol- 
lowers mud have ftarved, had it not been for his wine-licence, 
which, indeed, amounted to a monopoly, none of the Oth- 
man fubjects being indulged in that privilege. The French 
ambaflador, it is true, continued to (hew him fome tokensof 
refpedt; but his influence was foon at an end with the porte, 
when the Otbman minifters found that he was treating of a 
feparate peace with the imperialifts and their other ene¬ 
mies. 

Rebellion A rebellion, at this time, was raging in the bowels of 
in AJia. Afia , which retarded the Afiatic troops from joining the ar¬ 

my that was to act in Hungary till the fultan emitted a pro¬ 
clamation of pardon; upon which ten thoufand of the rebels 
came over to ferve him in his army; which, when hefetout 
for Hungary , did not confift of above forty thoufand men. 
The ftruggle about the fucceflion to John Sobirjki , king of 
Poland , was then very high in that country ; but the fultan 
being informed that it had gone in favour of the prince of 
Conti , he immediately wrote a letter to Tekeli , giving him the 
title of king pf Hungary ; but commanded him to repair to 
him at Belgrade. The meflengers found the poor prince in 
bed, emaciated, tortured with the gout, and full of difeafes; 
but, without regard to his rank or condition, they forced 
him from his bed into a common cart, in which they fet out 
with him for Belgrade. His new title did him little fer* 
vice ; for, as the profpect of peace encreafed, fo did the ait* 
regard of the Turks for him and his caufe; but, in the mean 
while, he was highly carefled. 

Expedi- The fuppreffion of the Afiatic rebellion foon raifed. the na¬ 
tion i to tan’s army to the number of one hundred and thirty-nve 
Hungary. thoufand men, befides a vaft number of attendants which w: 
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fatijh camps always have in their train. The imperial and 
£qlijh minifters acquainted the fultan of the peace of Ryf- 
yjfck between the emperor and the French king, and renewed 
their offers of mediation; which he rejefted, having received 
information, that the imperial army under prince Eugene of 
favoy, did not exceed fifty-fix thoufand men ; and, that he 
lad orders to a£t upon the defenfive, and only to cover Peter- 
mradin and the forts upon the Danube. The fultan calling 
a council of war, Tekeli gave it, as his opinion, that the ar¬ 
my fhould move from Belgrade and march into Tranfylvania , 
where the imperialifts were weak, and where the Othmans 
were fure to be joined by fifty thoufand Hungarian malecon- 
tents. The German army was then lying at Segedin ; but no 
fooner had the Othmans pafled the Danube , in their march to 
Tmefwar , than prince Eugene made a motion, as if he in¬ 
tended to attack Belgrade ; and the fultan, in another coun¬ 
cil of war, came to a refolution to attack the imperialifts at 
fttul't and, in the mean time, he ordered his fleet to pro¬ 
ceed up the Danube. The Germans , perceiving the Oth¬ 
mans advance, fortified the banks of the Teiffe with mafked 
batteries. The fultan, thinking himfelf fecure of vidtory, 
proclaimed a reward of fifty crowns for every German taken 
alive, and twenty-five for every head that fhould be brought 
in. The Turks, animated by this reward, threw themfelves 
dire&ly into their dumbas, or boats, and pafled tumultu- 
oufly, in great numbers, to the oppofite bank, without re- 
fiftance; but, no fooner were they arrived there than the 
batteries, being unmafked, killed three thoufand of their Ja¬ 
nuaries ; and the whole muft have beep cut in pieces, had 
not their fleet advanced and fecured a retreat for the janifa- 
ries in an ifland lying in the middle of the TeiJJ'e. From 
thence they crofled the river lower down, and a fecond en¬ 
gagement enfued ; but the imperialifts, perceiving the whole 
furkifl) army preparing to pafs the river, retired to a camp 
in the plain of Kobila , lying between the Danube and the 
Tcijfe, and fo as to be in the neighbourhood of 2" itul, Sege¬ 
din, and Peterwaradin. 

The>whole Oilman army, after this, having pafled the 
T #, in a new council it veas refolved to befiege Peterwara¬ 
din before the Germans could advance to its relief. But this 
could not be done till a bridge fhould be conftrudted for 
palling the army, and this took up fo much time, that prince 

Eugene, by a wonderful march, notwithftanding all the op- 
poiition made by the Tartar cavalry, led his army from Se¬ 
gedin, and encamped on a plain between the Othmans and 
Eeterivaradin. This expeditious march ftruck the Othmans 
with Cortfternation, and the fultan called together another 
great council of war, to deliberate, whether the imperialifts 
lhould be immediately attacked, or the Othmans remain upon 
fhe defenfive till they fhould be attacked by the CbrijVans » 
fne members of the council were greatly divided on thofe 
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debates points. The vizier was of opinion, that, confiderinv the 
n (he uncommon ardor of the foldiers for battle, the enemy oupht 
7 y.rkijh to be attacked ; and, that it would be difgraceful for the 
camp, man arms to lofe fo fair an opportunity; and, that, in fuch 

a : a;b, the army would be apt to mutiny. His advice was 
oppoi'ed by jaffer Pafaa 9 a general of great experience in the 
Ch'ijUan wats, and of as undaunted a fpirit in council as in 
battle. He, very fenfibly, obferved, that the Oilmans , even 
when fuperior in numbers, never engaged the Germans in the 
open field, but they were defeated; and, that their army, 
which was one of the beft they ever brought to the field, was 
commanded by a general, whofe abilities and valour would 
fuffer him to flip no advantages, and who would not rifk a 
battle without being allured of a victory. He therefore ad- 
vifed the fultan to keep upon the defenlive, even though the 
enemy fhould march by them to take polfeffion of the head 
of the bridge, fie faid, That, by fuch a conduit, theO//;. 
mans, though they fhould not prove victorious, would avoid 
being defeated j and, that, by furrounding the Germans with 
their works, they might oblige them to fight under vaftdif- 
advantages, or to repafs the Danube for fubfiftence. The 
vizier, perceiving that Jaffer was favourably heard by theaf- 
iembly, called him dog and infidel, and accufcd him of having 
been bribed by the Germans , J'offer-, without being moved, 
called out to the fultan to open the curtain, which, asufual, 
divided him from the affembly, that he might hear what he 
bad to prepofe ; which was, to fubmit to be laid in irons, and 
to die the death of a dog, if be was not defeated, fhould he 
attack the Chriftians, provided the vizier fhould be obliged to 
account for his temerity. 

The emperor was at a lefs howto proceed, and adjourned 
the debate; but inclined fofar to Jaffer’s advice, that he com¬ 
manded his chaufh, who ferved as a kind of military provolf, 
to order, and even to force, all the foldiers, many of whom 
had already ranged themfelvcs in order of battle, to keep 
within the lines. This threw them into fuch difeontent, 
that the mufti was forced to publifh a fetvah, importing, 
Th.-.c every loldier who fhould fall in fuch a battle, would 
forfeit his crown of martyrdom. 

Prince Eugene s army, in the mean while, was in the ut- 
moft d'flrefs by the thirft and heat it fullered ; fo that he 
was obliged to fecure the poHellion of the head of the bridge, 
that his men might reftelh themfelves with the water of the 
river. The prince having, by tjie orders given out in the 
( TurkiJb camp, been enabled to do this without oppofition, 
the Othmans imagined that their generals were afraid to fight, 
.which gave the vizier an opportunity of triumphing oyer 
Jaffer* s timid counfels, which had given the Germans poilef- 
fion of the Danube , and time to reinforce their army. B ut 
all he could bring the fultan to confent to, was, to undertake 

the fiege of Scgedin, which he pretended could not hold out 

above 
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above ten days j and the redu&ion of it would put the Otb - 
mans in poflefiion of all the country between the Teiffe and 
ihe Danube. He added. There was the lefs danger m this 
meafure, as the German army was too much fatigued to be 
able to follow them, and far lefs to undertake the liege of 
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what view this laft piece of advice was given, and reje&ed it. 

Next day, he began his march, but left Jaffer the command 
of the rear; while he, with a body of horfe, marched to¬ 
wards Zenta, a fmall caftje on the banks of the Tei£'e. 

Prince Eugene, hearing that the tubulkhana, or imperial Battle 
mufic, wasplaying in the neighbourhood, expected a battle; Zenta. 
hut finding the Othmam were directing their march towards 
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excepting a chamberlain, who efcaped to Zenta and informed 
the vizier of what had happened. That minifter dreading the 
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( was, however, very foon contradi&ed by the appearance of 
the Tartar horfe, who informed the fultan, that the whole 
German army was at hand. The fultan could not conceal his 
indignation at his vizier, but, ordering a bridge to be thrown 
over the Teijft ?, which was compleated in four hours, and 
without fuffering the vizier to pay his ufual compliments, he 
pafled it on horseback. The vizier faw now his ruin inevi¬ 
table, unlefs he was faved by a defperate effort; and, in- 
Bead of following the emperor with all the troops and artil¬ 
lery, as he had been ordered, he fortified his camp as well as 
time would permit; and, fending for the palhas, who had 
palled the river, he^nfultingly told them in a fpeech. That 
now was their time to be conquerors or martyrs; and imme¬ 
diately the whole army fortified the camp by a fecood ditch, 

before which they placed their waggons and other car¬ 
riages. 

The fultan, who feems, at this time, to have been on the 
oppofite fide of the river, beheld, from thence, the German 
army advancing; and fent repeated meflages to the vizier, 
commanding him immediately to fend over all the jantfaries 
with the artillery. The vizier concealed thofe orders, which, 
indeed, happened to be impra&icable, by the bridge being 
accidentally broken down. About three hours before night. 
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waggons, was furrounded by two deep ditches ; that the di-. 
vifion of the army with the vizier was more numerous than 
all their own army ; and that, when the hi idge was repaired 
they might be reinforced by the. fultan. Upon thofeeonfu 
derations, prince Eugene altered the plan of his attack, and 
ordered a trench to be dug in the dry part of the channel of 

the Teijje^ below the Turkijbc amp, into which he introduced 

feveral regiments, who thereby flanked the Turks within 
their camp, while he himfelf attacked its outfide. To pre¬ 
vent the bridge being repaired, he ordered two cannons to 
play upon it; while the fultan employed one of the ableft 
officers about his perfon to defend it; but the German artil¬ 
lery being better ferved, he was driven from his poft with 
fome Iofs ; and the bridge was damaged fo as but one man 
could pafs it a-breaft. During this cannonade, the two at¬ 
tacks formed by prince Eugene went brifkly on, but to the 
great difadvantage of the Gerinans , whom the janifaries drove 
from the outer ditch, but, returning to the inner ditch, they 
declared they would not follow their advantage, and that 
they would ftand upon the defenfive there only. This ob- 
ftinacy appears to have proceeded either from a defire of be¬ 
ing at hand to repel the attack from the river, or, which is 
more probable, from a difguft at the behaviour and haughti- 
nefs of their vizier and the pafhas, to whom they attributed 
ail that they had fuftered ; and who, upon their refufing to 
defend the outer ditch, killed feveral of the moft forward 
mutineers. According to Cantemir s account, this feverity 
drove them into fuch rage, that they mafl'acred the vizier, 
the pafhas, and all their other officers, excepting an aga who, 
from his impetuofity, was called the mad. While this feene 
was acting in the camp, the imperialifts feized the outer 
ditch, and made difpofirions for attacking the inner; and 
this drew the main ftrength of the enemy from the attack on 
the fide of the river ; fo that the Germans were likely to be 
come mafters of the head of the bridge, and, confequcntly, 
the Othmans were in danger of lofing the only communication 
they had with the fultan. 

3- The confide ration of this was fo alarming, that their force 


feat of the was again directed towards the river; which gave an oppor 
Turks. tunity to the Germans to pafs the inner ditch with little or no 

lofs, and to attack the Turks in their rear. This completed 
their deftru&ion. They who fled from the fwords of the 
imperialifts, either threw themfelves into the river, where 
they were drowned, or were killed in feeking a paffageover 
the ruined bridge, by which only a very few efcaped. By 
the lifts it appeared, that, within the fpace of three hours, 
no fewer than fourteen thoufand and feventy janifaries, with 
their aga, were killed ; three thoufand, feven hundred top 
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tlioufand arnauds, who were, by far, the braveft, and beft 
difciplined troops, not excepting the janifaries, of the Otb- 
inan^my. In fhort, at a moderate computation, no fewer 
than thirty thoufand Turks , including attendants upon the 
camp> were drowned or killed in this battle. According to 
the letter fent by the emperor of Germany to king William , 
ten thoufand of thofe fell by the fword, the reft being 
drowned j and the imperialifts took feventy-two pieces of 
cannon, feveral thoufand waggons laden with provifions ; 
while the Germans had no more than five hundred men killed 
and as many wounded. There is reafon, however, to be¬ 
lieve, from the accounts given us of this battle, by prince 
CanUmir , who was prefent, that the lofs of the imperialifts 
was more confiderable. It is, notwithftanding, agreed, on 
all hands, that, fince the defeat of Bajazct by Tamerlane, the 
Othnan power had never received fo great a blow. Their 
defeat appears, in fa<St, to have been entirely owing to their 
want of difcipline, and the hatred which the foldiers, efpe- 
cially the janifaries, had for the vizier ; choofing rather to 
fall by the fwords of the imperialifts than to contribute to 
his glory. The Othmans behaved bravely when it was too 
late; but their efforts were thofe of defpair rather than cou- 
(rage, and ferved only to precipitate their fates. 

The fultan, during the battle, remained afpe&ator on the 
oppofitefide of the river; and was often heard to bewail the 
lofs of fo many brave foldiers, without being in a condition 
to relieve them. Though he was naturally brave, though he 
was {till at the head of an army, equal, at leaft, to that of 
th eGermans', and though it might have been eafily fuppofed 
that the latter were molt terribly fatigued, yet a panic feized 
him; and he put to death a renegade Venetian , who had been 
made a pafha, only for advifing him not to fly difhonourably. 
In the middle of a very dark night, unable to fee the way, 
he let out with a great retinue; many of whom, by rniftak- 
ii;g the road, loft their horfes and equipages: and the fultan, 
in the morning, changing both his horle and habit, fled to 
fmefivar, where he ordered the governor to conceal his ar¬ 
rival, left he Ihould be befieged by the Germans. The fol¬ 
diers, about noon, perceiving that the fultan and his great 
officers were not at their head, immediately concluded that 
they had been taken prifoners on their march byfomeofthe 
German parties ; and they fled, without the leaft order, to¬ 
wards Temejwar , where they found the gates fhut againft 
their admittance. This confirmed them in their apprehen- 
fions, but they could fly no farther. Befides their being every 
moment afraid left the Germans fhould fall upon them, they 
were deftitute of all provifions; and neither they, nor their 
horfes, had any thing to quench their thirft. Thus all pro¬ 
perty ceafecl among them ; the ftronger robbed the weaker of 
whatever could fupport his life. The fultan, all this time, 
had no regard but for his own fafety ; and, expe&ing every 
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moment to be befieged by the Germans , he prepared for a vi, 
gorous defence. Perceiving he was in no danger of a fiege 
on the third day he appeared without the walls; and his ar¬ 
my, at feeing him, received him as if he had returned j n 
triumph, and feemed to forget all the miferies they had fuf. 
fered. 

T'.keliy who was at the head of a body of Hungarians , was 
camp in no hafte to follow the fultan ; but, upon his and bisar- 
plundered niy’s precipitate flight, he pillaged the Othman camp, and 
by Pekeli* made himfelf ample amends, by the vaft booty he got, for all 

the penurious days he had fpent in their fervice. As to the 
Germans , they, for fomedays, were difabled to proceed; and, 
even after they had been recruited, they were appreheniive 
of fome ftratagem having been formed by the Othmans, At 
Jart, after fpending fome days in repairing the bridge, they 
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r after the battle, Mojlafa began his 
ide with his army. He had, upon his 
difpatched a black eunuch, to inform 
his mother of his being alive, and at the head of an army. 
This was a wife precaution, as it quelled all infurre&ions 
and intrigues about his fucceffion. To quiet the minds of 
the people, and to fave the glory of the Othman arms, it was 
publicly given out, that a detachment of the fultan’s army, 
under the vizier, had been attacked by one hundred thou- 
fand Germans ; and, that he, and the janifaries with him, 
had been cut in pieces j but that the emperor, with the main 
body of the army, were not in the engagement. As it ufu- 
ally happens, the more the vizier was hated, the more the 
fultan was beloved, by the foldiery; who called out again to 
be led to the Chrijiians , that they might revenge the defeat 
of their fellow-fubje&s. Mojlafa accordingly marched at 
their head towards Belgrade , as far as Alibunar j where he 
inverted Hufjcyu Pajba with the vizierfhip. He then pro¬ 
ceeded to Belgrade ; from whence, after a ftayof a few days, 
he returned with his army to Adrianople , about the end of the 

year 1698. „ , , , 

The truth is, the feafon was now too far advanced tor 

v..w either army to undertake any thing of importance. Inc 

Germans . Germans , on the thirtieth of Offober^ detached fome troops, 

under general Rabatin , towards Karanfebes and yipalama. 

On the fourth of November , the fiege of the latter was formed; 
and, on the fixth, the place was taken by ftormj ana the 
earrifon, confiding of eight hundred men, was put to the 
fword. The Germans likewife took the cartles of Doha an 
Mogla, and fet fire to Saray , the capital of Bofma. 1 be la 
defeat of the Othmans , at the battle of Zenta^ feems to av 

thrown their affairs into fuch confufion, that the J « r JJ 
troops in that province applied to Daltaban MoJiajn rajij 
who happened to be then in Bofnia ; and who, by his^gf 
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aflions while he was governor of Baghdad , had acquired the 
r- heft military chara&er in the empire ; and forced him to 
take upon himfelf the command of the army : which he no 
fooner did, than he drove the Germans beyond the Saave, and 
retook from them twenty-four cattles, or rather palankas, 
fituated on that river. 

The domeftic revolutions that happened this year in Muf- 
an J Poland, pi evented any remarkable actions in thofe 

parts; only the RuJJtans employed the fummer in fortifying 
Wand Luktikh , without being interrupted by the Othmans . 

In the iflands of the Archipelago , the infidels had a great num¬ 
ber of officers called begs ; each of whom commanded one 
or more vcffels to cruize upon the Venetians , or the other 
Chilliar powers at war with the Turks. The moft eminent 
ofthefe begs was one Mehemed , who, at his own coft, main¬ 
tained three gallies. This free-booter attempted Tino , one 
of thofe iflands, but was repulfed by the Venetian governor; 
and, the Turks having feveral times declined to engage the 
fenctian fleet, the latter claimed a vaft fuperiority over them 

this campaign. 

Upon the return of Mojlafa to Conjlantinople , he found his A negoti- 
fubjeits, of all ranks, greatly dcje&ed by the events of theation for 
preceding fummer ; nor, indeed, could he, with all his ef- peace, 
forts, keep up his own fpirits. Sometimes, like his prede- 
celTors, he went in difguife through the ftreets of his capital, 
that he might learn the fentiments of his people ; but he 
heard nothing hut the language of defpondency. “ God,’* 
faid they, “ has declared himfelf on the fide of the infidels ; 

“ it is therefore impoflible for the Othmans to defeat the Ger- 
“ mans: and to fhed more Mojlem blood, in fighting againft: 

“ God as well as man, is impious and fruitlefs.” This was 
not only the language of the vulgar, but of the Gtbrnan mi- 
niftry. The vizier himfelf had a pacific turn, and, being no 
enemy'to wine, he fometimes opened himfelf, in that re- 
fpeef, to the Englijh and Dutch ambaffadors, who ttill at¬ 
tended the court, but thought it below the dignity of their 
mafters to prefs the renewal of a mediation that had been fo 
often rejected. 

The German emperor, on the other hand, had ttill more 
powerful motives for peace than Msjiafa had. The lowftatc 
of the king of Spain’s health, and the daily expectation of 
his death, required all his attention to prevent the French 
horn becoming matters of that monarchy ; and the fituation 

of his affairs in Europe became every day more critical. It 

is difficult to fay, whether the Othmans or the Aujirians were 

the moft ridiculous and unremitting in their punctilios. 

Both equally defired peace, but neither would alk it of the 
other. 

, Alexander Maurokodatus , a Greek , who had been employed 
tit the late ambaffy to Vienna , then ferved as interpreter for 

the 
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porte ; and, being a perfon of great fagacity and pene¬ 
tration, he freely opened himfelf to the vizier upon that 
fubjedh. This minifter acknowledged, he did not expeft 
that the imperialifts would make any advances towards peace; 
and he knew that his mafter would fuffer all extremities 
before he did. Maurohrdatus afked his leave to under¬ 
take the arduous employment, which he promifed to ef- 
fe£I without drawing any imputation upon the glory of the 
Qlhman throne ; adding, that he had fufficient reafon to be* 
Jieve, that the Germans were as much tired of the war as the 
Othmans . Maarokordatus , having brought the vizier to con* 
fent to this, paid a vifit to the Dutch and Englijh ambafladors, 
feemingly to deiire them to tranfmit to the German emperor 
his thanks for the civilities he had received at Vienna ; and, 
in the courfe of his converfation, pretending a great affe&ion 
for the Chrijlian intereft, he faid, that he would notdifcover 
to the Othmans the very great reafons which he knew the 
German emperor had to wifli for peace, left it fhould make 
them advance in their demands ; but that, if they would 
leave the matter to him, he did not doubt but to finifh it to 
the glory and fatisfadtion of his imperial majefty. The am¬ 


bafladors feeming not to diflike the propofal 
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bound them to fecrecy by an oath ; a very neceffary precau¬ 
tion in his fituation ; and the ambafladors recommended to 
him the taking the affair upon himfelf, as they knew that his 
imperial majefty would difavow all kinds of advances for 
peace that could be made in his name; but that they be¬ 
lieved he would not be averfe to liften to an equal plan of 
accommodation. Maurokordatus made the vizier, who had 
heard him with raptures, believe that the ambafladors hadex- 
prefied a greater readinefs for peace than they really had 
done, and he committed the whole to his conduft, with 
the moft extravagant promifes of reward, if he (hould fucceed 
in reftoring tranquillity to the empire. 

The artful agent managed with fo much addrefs, that the 
material points of the treaty were fettled, without either of 
the minifters having met together ; and, atlaft, there being 
now no longer a neceflity for ftanding upon forms, the nego¬ 
tiation became public. Fcriole had now fucceeded Chateau - 
rteuf as ambaflador from France. Under a notion offiipp ort * 
ing his character to the full, he a<fted more like a madman 
than a minifter (and indeed he fell foon after into a phrenzy) 
and fpared neither promifes, money, nor threats, to break 

off the negotiation ; pretending, that his mafter had made 

only a fhort truce with the German emperor, and that, next 
fpring, he would invade Germany with one hundred thoulana 
men. But the Othmans had been fo long impofed upon by 
French promifes, that they were as much difregarded asth? 

the ambaflador’s perfon was hated, and the negotiation went 
on. 
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tt did not, however, prevent both parties from making all 
the advantages they could in the field. The fultan marched 
to Adrianople, whence he fent the vizier with his army to 
Hungary j whilft he himfelf retired to a hunting-feat in the 
neighbourhood of Adrianople , there to wait the events both 
of the war and the negotiation. The vizier advanced to 
Belgrade, and the imperialifts to Peterwaradin. The Ruf¬ 
fians and Poles continued inactive on their refpe&ive frontiers. 
The Venetians alone kept up the fpirit of the Chrijlian con- 
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arid beat the Turkijh fleet near Mityl 


Dalmatia 


where the Turkijh ferafkier was forced to abandon the fiege 
of Cing, upon the approach of the Venetians. 

By this time, the negociations for peace were fo far ad- which is 
vanced, that the plenipotentiaries were named by all parties, concluded 
Thofe for the Othmans were Rami Mehemed Reis Effendi and 
Alexander Maurokordatus; who, upon this occafion, were 
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plenipotentiaries were count Pettingcn and count Scblik. Pro- 
apius Bogdanowitz adted for the czar 5 the waywod of Pofna- 
nia for the Poles, and Ruzini for the Venetians. Lord Paget , 
the Englijh , and Collier, the Dutch, ambaffadors, were the 
mediators. The place where they met lay near Carlowitz , 
between Peterwaradin and Belgrade ; but their obftinate de¬ 
putes about precedency had almoft prevented the confer- 
ences from taking place, till Maurokordatus contrived a round 
building, with different doors for the different treating pow¬ 
ers, by which thofe ambaffadors were to enter all at the fame 
time, and each to take his feat, which was fo placed as to 
leave no room for any difpute about precedency ; while the 
lards confifted of an equal number of Turks and Germans: 
his arrangement feems to have been the moft difficult part 
of the negociation, the material points having been fettled 
before-hand. The treaty was figned on the fifteenth of Ja¬ 
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That a truce fhould 


tween the porte and the Germans for twenty-five years; that 
iranfyhania, as held by Mikhael Apaffi and his predeceflors, 
mould be ceded to the emperor; that the Othmans i hould re¬ 
main in poffefiion of Temefwar ; and, that the forts of Lippa, 
mnad, Karanfebes, Lugos , Herkomifta, Bech, Bechkerek, and 
mbia, were to be difmantled, for the greater fecurity of 
Temefwar. The navigation of the TeiJJc and Maros were to 
Be free to both parties, and the emperor was to have poffef- 
jon of the territory between the Teiffe and the Danube. A 
line drawn from the mouth of the Maros to that of the Bof- 

J u h where it falls into the Saavc, was- to be the boundary of 
meeaftern part of Hung\ ' ~ 


Turkijl) from the 
l its junction with the Unna 
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The terms made for the Ruffians, at firft, were no other 

than, that a truce /hould be concluded, for two years, up on 
the footing of uti poffidetis. This term was enlarged to thirty 
years, after fome further negotiation j and it was agreed, 
that the Ruffians fhould remain mafters of Afoffi 
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The Venetians were to remain in poffeifion of the Mom as 
far as the Hexamilos ; but Lepanto , PreveJ'a , and the caftleof 
Romania, were to return to the Othmans : Leucade was to re-* 
main with the Venetians , whofe tribute to the in the 

Archipelago was to be difcontinued ; and the boundaries of 
their dominions were fixed in Dalmatia. Such, with a great 
number of leffer provifions, which are as immaterial as they 
proved afterwards ineffectual, was the famous treaty of Car- 
lowitz , in which the lord Paget , the Britilh ambafTador, ob¬ 
tained the greateft honour. We have omitted the incidents 
that retarded fo long the concluiion of the treaty j and like- 
wife the pompous formalities that preceded it: all which are 
minutely recorded by Rycaut , together with a copy of the 
treaty itfelf; which lafted from the middle of November , 
1698, to the time fpecified, during a bitter cold feafon. 
We are now to return to the affairs of the Turks in other 

quarters. 

In the beginning of the year 1698, the Tartar khan, as be 

is called- had a conference at Conjlantinople with the fultan* 
mufti, and vizier, concerning the operations of the future 
campaign, in cafe the negociations for peace fhould not take 
place. They informed him, that their cavalry had fuffered 
but little in the battle of Zenta ; and, that they could have 
no difficulty in replacing the infantry in the enfuing cam¬ 
paign. The khan fee J ‘“ r ‘ —1— 

to continue the war. 

broiled with the Swedes , and that the koffaks and Poles wit 
too much employed in the ele&ion of their king, to be for¬ 
midable either to the Turks or Tartars. This conference be¬ 
ing ended, the fultan applied himfelf, with great vigour* td 
repair, at once, his armies and his finances. He fentthe 
proper officers to raife men and money in Afta, and gave or¬ 
ders for calling a great quantity of heavy artillery at Con‘ 
Jtantinople ; and Mezzo Morto was continued in his poft of 
high-admiral, with orders to take the firft opportunity of 
fighting the Venetians. Notwithftanding thofe warlike ap¬ 
pearances, the miniftry got over the khan of Tartary to their 
party, and gave themfeives very little trouble, in reality, 
concerning the German war; but were greatly alarmed at the 
rebellion of the Arabs lying on the borders of Pcrfia, under 
c nc Bcbck Ss ley man. The Othman miniftry did not, itfeemb 
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Milk themfelves able to quell this rebellion; and applied 
to the Perftan ambaffador, to defire that he would prevail 
with his matter to furnilh a body of troops for fupprefling 
therebels. The ambaffador, at firft, declined to meddle in. 
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Arab 


affair, becaufe of Soleyman’s great intereft among the 
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Peril 


panted to make good fome claims he had upon the Othmans ; 
md had received an ambafl'ador from the pope with diftin- 
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iiibeftowed upon him, to endeavour to fubdue the rebels. 
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oth 


mn 


court never was fo fplendid as it then was. Almoft all of the 
the courts in Europe had their ambaffadors at Con/hntviople , Otbmu 
where the Othmans feemed to have laid aftde their harfh,ri- court, 
gid manners, though they would not fuffer the French am- 
baffador to approach the fultan with his fword by his fide; 
upon which he returned to France without an audience. 
Thevwere as magnificent in their prefents, entertainments, 
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and equipages 


Chrijl 


andfhew: though certain mifunderftandings happened occa- 
fionally on fettling the limits according to the treaty of Car- 




Turkijh 
> foolifh 


ttified its ambaffador 


himfelf on* the water, every way like that made ufe of by 
die fultan for the fame purpofe. The Othman government, 
atfirfb, remonftrated upon this want of refpedt; but Feriole 
refilling to make any alteration in his gondola, it was cut in 
pieces, and the Turk who had the care of itfeverely baftina- 
doed. 

But, notwithftanding all this Ihew of magnificence and 
tranquility, the Turkijh government never was in a more dis¬ 
agreeable fituation than at that time. The common people 
could not bear with the pomp and fplendor of the court, 
after a peace which they confidered 9s being inglorious and 
detrimental to their empire. Soleyman , the Arab rebel, had 
obtained many advantages over the ferafkier of Egypt , and 
bad cut in pieces a great caravan of pilgrims going to Mecca\ 
and it now happened that he was fupported in his rebellion 
By the fophi of Perfia. Many other circumftances, and even 
fuperftition itfelf, contributed towards bringing the difeon- 
tents of the people to a head. Thofe difeontents firtt broke 
Mat Belgrade^ where the garrifen, mutinied for want of 
Pay, and forced the ferafkier to take refuge in the city ; but 
tbemutineers bringing cannon before the wall of the citadel, 
took it by ftorm, Snd put the ferafkier, and all who were 
tilth him, to death', 
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The vizier, who was well acquainted with the fultan's 
humour, endeavoured to flop all disagreeable events from 
coming to his ears, by feverely punifhing thofe who pre¬ 
fumed to report them; and informed his matter that the 
peace of his dominion was now fo well eftablifhed, he might 
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This 


•f Moham¬ 
med IV. the fultan’s father; and comparifons, very difad- 
vantageous to the reigning fultan, were formed between him 
and his father. It j was obferved, that the former, in the 
early part of his reign, had fupported the Otbman glory with 
great luftre ; and, that his paflion for hunting had alone un¬ 
done him ; that the prefent fultan, though young and vigor¬ 
ous, had difmembered the empire of its ftrongeft places and 
faireft territories : and their conclufion was, that, as he had 
the failings, fo he mutt meet with the fate, of his father. 
Thofe murmurings coming to a great height, the vizier ad- 
vifed the fultan to leave his retirement, and remove to Adri- 


ople , wl 
Moftaft 


Intelli¬ 
gence either by his troops or his minifters. The difcontents of the 
from Tar- former loft him the decifive battle of Xenia ; and the atten- 
tary. tion of the latter was generally employed in concealingfrom 

him the true ftate of his affairs, and in lulling him into a 
fatal fecurity ; in which they were but too much affifted by 
his mother, the fultana-valide, whom he moft tenderly 
loved, and who had an irreftftible turn for pleafure and 
magnificence. Notwithftanding this, he appears to have 
been a prince of found judgment. While he remained at 
Adrianople , he received letters from the khan of Tartar y, of 
whom he had a great opinion, informing him, that thewhole 
fyftcm of power in the north, and upon the Black-fea , was 
threatened with a total revolution by the ambition of the 
czar of Mnfcovy , who had obliged his fubje< 5 ts to conform 
themfelves to the German habit, and his foldiers to thewr- 
man difcipline, who was building forts upon the Don and 
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Ihort, that he had more to apprehend from this northern, 
than he had from the German , gyawr ; and, that he woula 
he in a condition to over-run all Krim-Tartary , if it was no 
fpeedily fupported, before the Ottomans could march to i* 
relief. This intelligence was quite the reverfe of what tne 
fultan had received from his vizier, who wasftill negotiating 
with the Rvfftan minifters, and entertaining them with g re ^ 
magnificence. Moftafa, fufpetfting the khan’s intelligen 
to be true, refolved to employ a fecret agent, whom he co 
truft, to examine tilings with his own eyes; but made 
unfortunate choice of Kibtli Ogli, who yvas the vizier s 
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nheft. This perfon, afraid of undertaking a commiffion of 

juch importance, without acquainting his uncle, difcovered 
to him all that had pafled between himfelf and the fultan. 

The vizier charged him to repair to Krttn-Tartary , accord¬ 
ing to the fultan’s orders ; but to make his report to him, 
the vizier, and receive his inftru<ftions as to the anfwerhe 
was to make to the fultan. Kiblsli performed his journey, 
and found the Ruffians in even greater forwardnefs, in build¬ 
ing Ihips, fortifying places, railing armies, and in compleat- 
ing every plan of greatnefs, than even the khan had repre- 
fented them. All this, upon his return, he imparted to his 
uncle; who advifed .him to conceal from the fultan the 
difagreeable circumftances, and only acquaint him, thatthtf 
Ruffians had indeed begun i'ome works and fortifications, but 
that they had difeontinued them, and were about to fend an 
ambafladot to renew their peace with the fublime porte; 
and that, upon the whole, the khan had aggravated matters 
only that he and his fubjebbs might have an opportunity to 
gratify their favourite paffion for plunder. Kiblsli pun<ftual!y 
obeyed his uncle, and appeared before the fultan in his tra¬ 
velling habit, as if juft alighted from his journey. The ful¬ 
tan, exafperated at the khan, wrote him a letter full of re¬ 
proaches ; to which the khan fent an anfwer, by a trufty 
nand, in which he infilled upon the truth of his information, 
and recriminated upon Kibleli. The fultan, ftartled at the 
khan’s firmnefs, fent for Kibldi , and, by threatening him 
with the rack, he got from him the truth. Kibleli was foon 
after put to death j and the vizier was difpofted, his office 
being held vacant for forty days, till he was fucceeded by 
Dultaban Mojlafa Pajha , governor of Baghdad . 

This Dultaban was an excellent officer, and had been em- DultaBaft 
ployed againft the Arabs , who were now very formidable, made 
Being acculed by one of the courtiers of favouring the ene- grand-vi- 
my, a capigi was fent to take off his head; but, upon his zier, 
arrival at Du/taban’s camp, he found that he had obtained a 
complete victory over the rebels j which rendered it danger¬ 
ous for him to execute his commiffion. He therefore re¬ 
turned to the fultan, who approved of what he had done. 

Dultaban^ in the mean time, receiving intelligence of his 
narrow efcape, fent a large prefent to the avaricious mufti, 
who had been the fultan’s tutor, and was then his favourite* 
and who offered to procure for Dultaban the vizierlhip, as 
Huffeyu Pajha had now drank away his fenfes j which he ac¬ 
cordingly performed. 

The new vizier purfued a fyftem very different from thold 
ofhis predeceffors- He called for a ftate of the empire, on 
pretence of his being ignorant of its fituation towards Eu~ 

Te P {5 and perceiving that'many towns beyond the Saave , 
which he hiinfelf had taken from the Chrijlians while he was 
paihaof Bofnia^ had been ceded by the Othnans , he exclaimed 
poft bitterly againft the authors of the late peace, as being 
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bad gyawrs as the Germans themfelves,. Above all, he In* 
veighed againft the giving up Kaminiek , the glory and 
ftrength of the German empire on that fide, Where a magnj. 
ficent jami, ormofque, had been ere&ed, as a trophy of the 
Mojlem religion; but was now difgracefully yielded up to in¬ 
fidels, in exchange fo/ three fmall places on the Moldau , full 
of Chrijilans . In fhort, undcrftanding that a general war, 
on account of the Spanijh fucceffion, was like to break out 
all over Europe , he refolved to have no regard to the late 
peace; but to attack Poland , with the weaknefs of which he 
was bed; acquainted. 

The Poles, ever fince the conclusion of the peace, had be- 
folves to haved with fo much circumfpe&ion towards the Othmam , 
break the that the vizier could find no pretext for breaking with them, 
peace, hut that the Othman ambafladors had exceeded their inftruc- 

tions, and had a&ed againft the principles of their faith j 
and that they fhouid atone, with their heads, for their 
treachery. Perceiving that the mufti’s credit with the fultan 
flood in his way, that high-prieft having confirmed the 
peace with, his fetvah, and having always patronized thene- 
gotations of it, he refolved to difpatch him privately, and 
that it fhouid be done by fome of his domeftics ftrangling 
him with a cord, at an entertainment in the vifier’s own 
houfe; to which the mufti, out of a fhew of friendfhip, was 
to be invited. The vizier intrufted this fecrettohis kyehaya- 
aga, who betrayed it to the mufti. The latter having for¬ 
tified his party, efpecially by the karab-pafha, or chief 
butcher, one of the richell fubje&s in the empire, pretended 
ficknefs ; and, when the ceremonial, which is very rigorous 
among the Turkijb minifters, brought the vizier to wait upon 
the muni, t© conduct him to his own houfe, he found him 
in bed ; and, appearing to be very fick, he evaded going to 
the entertainment. The vizier retired; and the mufti lent 
for Rami and ^Iaurohordatus ,*the negotiators of the late peace, 
whom he made acquainted with, their danger; and it was 
agreed among them* th 2 t the vizier fhouid be ruined. The 
mufti undertook to be the agent for his deftrmftion; and he 
informed the fultan, that Dultaban was railing an army offi¬ 
cered by his own dependants, with a view of breaking the 
peace and depofmg his imperial majefty. The credulous fultan 
believed him ; loaded Dultaban \v ith reproaches; and,.with¬ 
out fuffering him to ipeak in his own defence, commanded 
but is put him to be put to death. T he vizier begged bard for a pri- 
to death, vate audience of the fultan, to whom he laid he had fome- 

whatvery particular to impart; but was hurried tQtbeplace 
of execution, where the fecret died with him, and where he 
reproached the fultan with his injuftice and ingratitude. 

Dultaban was fucceeded in the vizierfhip by Rami. He 
was of low original, but had railed himfelf by the quicknefs 
of his parts, his Ikill in poetry and mufic ; but, above all, by 

his fine hand of writing ; a quality which is in great efteem 

among 
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among the Turks and Arabs . He had been only nominally 
joined with Maurokordatus in the late treaty. His prefer¬ 
ment was very difagreeable to the clergy, and all ranks of 
people at Conjlantinople ; whilft Dultaban’s memory was re¬ 
vered. The mufti was both hated and envied, for his ava¬ 
rice and for filling the chief ports of the empire with his own 
relations and children, amongft whom evfery thing was ve¬ 
nal. He was likewife accufed of having perfuaded the fultan 
to retire to Adrianople , and to abandon the capital of his em¬ 
pire} with various other charges. 

Kioprili Abdollab Pajha , the fon of the great Kioprili , who An infu/- 
was killed in the battle of Salankettien , was then kaymakan of region at 
Conftantinople , though but a youth of eighteen, and had mar- Conjlanti - 
ried the mufti’s daughter. On a certain day, after the jani- nople. 
faries had received their pay, the jebcji, who are the next 
corps, applied for their pay likewife; and, upon Kioprili 
putting them off with fome excules, about forty of them be¬ 
haved fo mutinoufly, that he ordered them to be apprehended 
and put to death. Matters being ripe for a revolt all over 
Conftantinople * the jebeji made refiftance, and were refeued 
by their fellow-foldiers. Upon their return to their quar¬ 
ters, they were encouraged by Karakajh Mehemed , a bold de¬ 
magogue, to depofe young Kioprili , and to attempt a change 
Of government. Next day, being joined by the janifaries 
and great numbers of the citizens* they met at the atmeydan, 
or the hippodrome, near the church of St. Sophia , and bound 
themfelves, by oath, to deftroy the mufti, vizier, and the 
other enemies of the republic, or to perifh in the attempt. 

Kioprili , hearing of his danger, efcaped out of his palace by 
a back-door; and one Firari , after ftrangling Kapigi Pajha y 
who had been fent to take off Firari’ s head, was chofen 
kaymakan by the infurgents. The mufti was depofed at the 
fame time ; and Kiazibi y who had been mufti in the reign of 
Mohammed IV. was chofen mufti in his room ; and one Do~ 
rojan Pajha was made grand-vizier. In fhort, the infurgents 
filled up all the chief ports of the empire with officers of their 
own chufing. 

To infure the fucCefs of their defigns, they {hut the gates 
of x ConJlantinople y and armed themfelves from the public ma¬ 
gazines. By thofe precautions, the fultan was kept igno¬ 
rant, for fome time, of tlieir tranfadlions ; but, on the 
eighth day of the infurre&ion, Mojlafa Effendi , principal 
fecretary of ftate, appeared before the gates of Conftantino- 
Pb as a meffenger from the fultan, to enquire into the caufe 
of the infurre&ion, and to promife redrefs of all grievances. 

The people treated the fecretary as a fpy, and had almoft 
beaten him to death. It was now dangerous for them to 
flop; and, being fifty thoufand ftrong, they fet out for Adri- 
mple, which they threatened to deftroy if. they met with 
any refiftance from the inhabitants. 

Y 2 When 
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When they had marched as far as Hapfa , a town in the 
•neighbourhood of.that city, they affe&ed more moderation- 
and lent private notice to the inhabitants of Adrianople , not 
to oppofe them in arms, becaufe they were come to redrefs 
public grievances, and not to (hed the blood of Ottomans. 
They difpatched, at the fame time, a meffenger to inform 
the fultan, that he muft give up his wicked minifter to the 

juftice of his country ; and, that they were refolved to repel 

force by force. The fultan, not intimidated by this infolent 
ineflage, gave his vizier the command of his army againft the 
rebels, who were declaied gyawrs by a fetvah of the mufti. 
When the two armies were near each other, Nakib Effemli t 
the rebel mufti, pulling out a Koran , held it up to the impe¬ 
rial troops ; whom he conjured, by all the ties of blood and 
religion, not to oppofe the infurgents, who were come only 
to vindicate the faith, laws, arid conftitution of the empire, 
and to bring public offenders to juftice. When his fpeech 
was finifhed, the imperial troops faluted the infurgents as 
their friends and brethren, and promifed to join-with them 
in all their attempts. 

Therebels It was with difficulty that, on this occafion, the vizier 
inarch to efcaped in difguife, with two (ervants, to Varna\ from whence 
Adriano - lie reached Covjianiinople , where he concealed himfelf in the 


pk. 


fuburbs. The fate of the mufti, and his family, was more 
terrible. The fultan would have faved him if poffible, and 
had fernt him away, under a guard, which had orders to 
bring hirri back if neceffiiry. The rebels were then encamped 
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Within a mile of Adrianople , at a place called Solak ; from 


whence they difpatched a meffenger, to demand the heads of 
the mufti and vizier, tbofe of the mufti’s two fons, and that 
of Alaurokordatus. The fultan, finding them intractable, or¬ 
dered the mufti to be brought back, and delivered him up, 
with his two foils, into the hands of the rebels, who put 
him to death with the moft excruttating torments, which they 
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fultan. 


infli<3ed upon him to force a difeovery of his treafures; but, 
being a man of great refolution, he fufrered all their tortures, 
and died without revealing them. 

The fultan, being now abandoned by all his fubje&s,Tent 
they de- the feal of the vizierfhip to Dorojan , the rebel vizier, and 
pofe the confirmed all the other officers they had nominated in their 

pofts; promifing, at the fame time, to grant all their de¬ 
mands, and to deliver up the late vizier, with Maurohrk - 
tus, as foon as they could be taken. This condefcenfion 
ferved onlv to encreafe the infolence of the rebels j and they 
privately difpatched an exprefs to Ahmed , the ful tan’s brother, 
offering, if he would repair to their camp, to proclaim him 
emperor. The fultan intercepted this difoatch } and the 
few friends he ftill had about his perfon, advifed him to put 
his brother to death; but, unwilling to commit fuchbarba* 


iity, he came to a refolution of refigning the empire. 


With 
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With this view h.e went to Ahmed’s apartment, and, em¬ 
bracing him with great affection, gave him the appellation of 
fultan, and, requeuing the fame liberty to be allowed him that 
be, Ahmed, had enjoyed under his reign, informed him tha.t 
be was come to raife him to the throne. “ But,” continued 
be, “remember, that, however juft your title may be to 
“ the Othman throne, you afcended it by means of traitors, 
“ whom, if they are not cut off, will furprize you in the 
« fame manner as they have done me.” Having finifhed his 
fpeedi, he retired to his brother’s apartment, where, it is 
hid, he died of melancholy, fix months after his abdication, 

having reigned eight years and fome months. 

The chief failing of MoJiafaW. appears to have been his 

love of favourites, efpecially the mufti. But, if we exa 
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to tdke place in fuch/i 

cafes, he*, perhaps, may appear not to he fo blameable as he 
has been reprefenied by Othman writers. The want of difei- 
pjine among his troops, was evidently, as we have already 
feen, the occaffon of his being defeated at Zanta. They 
were, in no refpeeft, comparable to thofe of the Germans , 
who, with all the advantages on their ’fide, of arms, artillei 
and difeipline, were commanded by, perhaps, the greatef 
general of his age. Mojiafa i'eems to have been fenfible of his 
inferiority in thofe refpe&s, and thought it eligible to facrifice 
part of his dominions rather than rifque the whole ; which 
it is more than probable he muft have been -{tripped of, had 
he refufed to make peace at the time he did it. This peace 
was, by his fubje£b, confidered as being difhonourable j but 
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Ian’s conduit, we muft conclude, if they are true, it was 
highly blameable, if not treafonable. In fhort, it is plain, 
through the whole of Mojlafa’s cataftrophe, that he fell a 
viclim to his good faith and the mutinous difpofition of the 
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ifis greatelt 
prince naturally 
jnft and humane 5 that his judgment was folid ; his inclina¬ 
tions generous, without profufion ; and the manner in which 
hecpndufted the peace of Carlowitz {hews him to have had 
great application and knowledge of bufmefs. His perfon, 
which was of a middle iize, was well fhaped, his complexion 
was fair, and his face handfome. He excelled in archery 


Oilmans, who judge of every thing by events, 
enemies have acknowledged, that he was a pri 


horfemanftiip 


Europeans know of Turkijh 
Mojiaft 


. ' Some fay 

that he left three ; but others pretend that he was fo fond of 
Ibrahim, the fon of his uncle Ahmed, that he intended to have- 
made him his fucceifor. Notwithftandiug this, it feems to 
he certain, that the fultan Mohammed, who fuccecded h 
hrother Aimed 111, was one of Mojiafa’s fops. 
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The Reign of Ahmed III. 

T H E chief tranfa#ions of the Turkifh hiftory, during 

this reign, will fall under the hiftory of the Europe a* 
Rates, or are to be found in the preceding parts of this work 
We fhall, however, for the fake of order, continue the great 
lines of it, as near as we can, to the prefent times. Almedll], 
fucceeded his brother in the Othnan throne in 1703. Ashe 
was a prince of great underftanding, he complied fo far with 
the general voice, that he difmifTed from his court his own 
mother, who was looked upon to be the proteflrrefs of the 
mufti in the late reign, and the main fpring of all its unpo¬ 
pular meafures. We fhall have an opportunity, in the hit’- 
tories of Ruffia and Sweden , to give an account of the gene¬ 
rous reception that Ahmed gave to Charles XII. king of 
Sweden , after the battle of Pultcwa ; and of the fuccefsofhis 
arms againft the czar Peter of Ruffia. It is fufficient hereto 
fay, that, in the year 1711, war having been, at the inftiga- 
tion of Charles XII. of Sweden , declared againft the Ruffians , 
the grand-vizier palled the Danube with the Othmaft troops, 
and hemmed in the czar, who commanded his own army, in 
fuch a manner, upon the banks of the river Pruth , that all 


the Ruffians muft have either been cut in pieces, or ftarved 
into a lurrender, had not the great addrefs of the famous Co- 
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tbarine , afterwards emprefs of Ruffia , prevailed with the vi¬ 


zier to agree to a peace. It 
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that this coft the vizier his head; but later, and better, autho¬ 
rities inform us, that he-only was difmifled from the vizier- 
fhip, and fent to govern a province. It is certain that the 
>eacc concluded by the vizier was ratified by the fultan; and 
yittheiJ 


that gave 


Ruffians gave up Afeph , and demolifhed all the forts 
offence to the Gthmans. 

After this, great preparations for war were made by the 
porte, without any of the powers of Europe knowing their 

deftination*'' The Ghrijlian ftates, however, were fo muck 
alarmed, that they formed alliances to ftand by one another 
in behalf of whatever power the fiorm fhould fall upon. It 
happened to be direuftcd againft the More a ; and, in 1715, 
war was declared againft the Turks by the Venetians. The 
grand-vizier afTembled the Othman army near the ifthmus of 
Corinth , the only paf$ by which the Morea Can be attacked 


by land, 
man of 


. The chief officer under hjm was Topal Ojman x a 
fuch eminent virtues, that the bare mention of him 
is pot fijfficient in this place. When young, he had been 
charged, by the fultan, with a commiffipn to the pafha of 

Cairo ; but, in his voyage thither, he had the misfortuneto 

be taken by a Spanjjh privateer, who carried him to Malta, 

where he was ranfomed by one Arnaud , a Frenchman , who 

was an entire ftranger to Topal , but was ftruck with the no¬ 
ble 
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ble addrefs and manly aflurance he difcovered, in his manner 
of entreating Arnaud to ranfom him ; which this Frenchman 
did, at the rate of three hundred pounds fterling. Topal hav¬ 
ing thus recovered his liberty, repaid Arnaud with vaft gene- 
rolity, and made him fome valuable prefents befides. He 
then proceeded to Cairo , where he executed the commiffion 
he had been charged with by the fultan ; and, returning to 
Conjiantinople , where he was well received by his matter, he 
was the firft who brought to that capital the news of his hav¬ 
ing been a captive. 

The vizier charged Topal with a command to force the 
pafs of Corinth ; which he not only did, but took that city 
jtfelf by ftorm : and he was rewarded by being made a paflia 
of two tails. It is well known that this important blow was 
followed by the Othmans reducing all the Morca, of which 
Tspol was made the governor. To counterbalance this con- 
queft, war having been proclaimed between the Turks and 
the Germans , Ahmed , in the year 1716, fent an army into 
Hungary , confifting of near two hundred thoufand men, who 
entrenched themfelves near Cartowitz. Prince Eugene com¬ 
manded the confederates, and, though his army did not 
amount to above fixty thoufand men, he attacked them oil 
the fifth of Augiift , and defeated them with a mod prodigious 
daughter. The Turks , at firft, defended themfelves very 
bravely ; but there was no refitting the German veterans, 
who, upon this occafion, made an immenfe booty. They Great de- 
tookall the Turkijh artillery, confifting of one hundred and feat of the 
feventy pieces of cannon, tents, baggage, and ammunition, Turks at 
and their military cheft, which contained five millions of Carlo - 
florins in fpecie. The plunder of the grand-vizier’s tent witz, 
amounted to above three hundred thoufand florins ; and two 
hundred of his women, from fourteen .to twenty-fix years of 
age, fell into the hands of the victors. In this battle, the 
grand-vizier himfelf, and ten pafiias, were killed. Prince 
Eugene, after this, invefted Temefivar. On the firft of Sep¬ 
tember, he opened the trenches againft it; and it was fur- 
rendered on the fourteenth of Oftober, after being in pOfieffiori. 
of the Othmans for one hundred and fixty-four years. 

It was thought that this blow would have rendered thd 
Turks quiet for the following year, the campaign of which 
prince Eugene intended to open with the fiege of Belgrade. 

To the amazement of all Europe, the Turks aflembled a more 
numerous, and better appointed army than they diad loft the 
year before. The prince marched one part of his army over 
the TeiJJe by a bridge of boats, and took poft on the oppofite 
fide of the Danube, in fight of Belgrade. The Othmans were 
fo much ftruck with the boldnefs of this paflage,. that' they 
fled in confufion ; which gave an opportunity to the other 
part of the imperial army, to pafs the Danube likewife upon 

a bridge of boats. „ 

y 4 Prince 
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and Bel- Prince Eugene , fenfible that the Turks would attempt to re- 
grade lieve the city, loft no time in drawing lines of circumvalla- 

tion and contravallation from the Saave to the Danube ; and 
rendered his camp fo firong, that, when the town was in¬ 
verted, it fecmed as if one fortrefs was befieging another. 
The Turks recovered their confirmation ; and it has been 
faid, that they never had in the field a better army than the 
grand-vizier, who was commanded to relieve Belgrade at all 
events, brought againft the imperialirts on this occafion. 
Piinee Eugene's difpofitions were fo admirable, that, though 
the Otbmcn army exceeded in ftrength what he had conceived, 
he continued his attacks, and, at the fame time, defended 
his camp ; which the Turks found to be fo ftrong, that they 
were obliged to open trenches to approach the German lines: 
and thereby two fieges may be faid to have been earned on 
at once. The irrperialifts were fhut up, on one fide, be¬ 
tween two great rivers ; on the other, by Belgrade , one of 
the ftrongert fortrefles in Europe ; and by the Othman camp, 
which, as ufua], was well fortified. The prince knew, in 
this fituation, the prodigious advantage which attends an at¬ 
tack ; and, inftead of being attacked, he led his army out of 
their lines againft the enemy. This intrepidity did not, at 
firft, daunt the Turks , who made a moft gallant refiftance: 
but all was in vain ; for, though they kept up the hotteft 
fire that ever was known to come from the ( Hitmans , they 
were compleatly defeated. The Germans rook, in this bat¬ 
tle, one hundred and thirty-one brafs, befides other cannon, 
thirty-feven mortars, fifty-two pair of colours, and nine 
horfe-tails, or rtandards. Such was the difeipline of the 
Germans , rhat not one of them entered the Othman camp 
to plunder, till the general gave them permifiion, after rallying 
his army, and putting it in order. The lofs of the Gentians , 
efpecially of the cavalry, in this battle, was very confidera- 
wnich fur- ble ; but, two days after, the important city of Belgrade fur- 
renders. rendered to the Germans by capitulation. By an exact lift of 

the artillery taken in the town and the battle, it appears 
that, in both, the Othmans loft four hundred and fifty-fix 
brafs cannon, two hundred and nine of iron, afid one hun¬ 
dred and three brafs mortars. The garrifon was computed to 
confift of twenty thoufand foldiers, and above fixty thoufand 
Turks marched out of the place by capitulation. 

Depofi- Thofe prodigious blows made fuch an impreflion upon 
tion and Ahtncd y that he fet on foot a negotiation for peace ; which 
charafter was accordingly concluded at PaJJarow'ttz, in 1718; and, by 
of Ahmed, that treaty, the imperialifts were left in poflefiion of all they 

had taken. The difputes between Ahmed and Thomas Kouli 
Khan, and the complete vidlory gained by the latter over 
the Othman army near Tauris , have been already mentioned; 
as alfo that the Pexftans not only retook all that the Turks 

held in their dominions, but carried their arms into thofe o< 

Ahmed 




OF THE WORLD. 

fowl. The latter being then at peace with the CbrijUam , 

Recalled his forces from Europe, 2nd, pa fling the Bcfphcrus 
yith his whole court, he took up a camp at Scutari, with an 
intention to march to Aleppo^ to oppofe the progrefs of the 
jofims. But ; by this time, the Turks, through the immenfe 
iefles they had fuftained, were difgufted with the fultan; 
and he, to fave himfelf, threw all the mifearrhges of the em¬ 
pire upon the great officers of date. This did not quie> the 
populace; for, on the twenty-eighth of September, 1730, a 
felioviy one of the meaneft of the people, eredted, in one of 
the public ftreets of Conjlantinople, a renr-ftandard ; to which, 
;,yiih a loud voice, he invited all good Mojlcms to repair. In 
the morning, this fellow’s following became fo formidable, 
that the fultan retired to Conjlantinople ; and the janifaries, 
pining in the tumult, demanded the heads of the grand-vi¬ 
zier, the reis-effendi, and the captain-pafha, who were ac¬ 
cordingly put to death. Even this compliance could not 
avert the fate of the fultan, who was depofed from his throne; 

and Mohammed , the fon of Mojlafa II. was taken out of 

prifon that he might fill it. 

Mined furvived his depofition five years. He was a mag- 


3®9 


nammous, vjrtpous 


and 


glorious figure, had he reigned over any other people than 
the Turks.' He was fo great a lover of learning, that he in¬ 
troduced, contrary to the Othman maxims, the art of printing 
into Conjlantinople j which was fo difagreeable to thofe bar¬ 
barians, that it is faid to have been one of the principal 
Caufes of his depofition. 


The Reign of Mohammed V. 

T HIS prince being advanced from a prifon to the throne, Acceffion 
at firft diftinguifhed Patrona Alii , the perfon who had of Mo- 
been the principal engine of his exaltation, with exemplary bammedV • 
honours; which ferved only to encreafe the fellow’s info- 
lence fo much, that, making every day frefh demands, the 
(ultan found himfelf, at lad, under a neceffity to put him to 
death. Three grand-viziers had been difpofted in a fhort 
time; but, in September , *731, Topal Ofman was called from 
Uie beglerbegfhip of Romania , one of the greateft govern¬ 
ments of the Turkijh empire, to fill that high ftation. After Account 
he arrived at Conjlantinople , he defired the French ambafiadorof Topal 
Jo write to Malta, to acquaint his benefa&or Arnaud with Ofman. 
ms promotion, and to invite him to come to Conjlantinople , 
that he might give him farther proofs of his gratitude. Ar- 
md, who was then fevetity-two years of age, when he came 
tc ] Conjlantinople , brought with him his fon, and, amongfl: 

. ‘ cr presents, twelve Turks whom be had ranfomed from 

flavery. 
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flavery. The vizier received him with great form, in p rf , 
fence of all the high officers of Rate, to whom, in a moft 
pathetic fpeech, he related Arnaud 's generous treatment; 
and they flood aftonifhed that fuch noble fentiments ftould 
relide in the breaft of an infidel. Total diftributed the pre. 
lents which Arnaud brought amongft the fultan, the fultana 
mother, and the kifler-aga ; but told Arnaud in private, that 
fo many eyes were upon him, he could not aft as he defired- 
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withftanding this reafon, he made Arnaud feveral very gene- 
rous prefents ; and indulged him in fome privileges of trade 
which brought him in a confiderable profit. 

The morals of the Otbmans , at this time, were degene¬ 
rated beyond all conception, to the difregard, not only of 
civil and military difcipline, but of induftry and manufac¬ 
tures of all kinds ; fo that the common people could not be 
fupplied even with the necefi'aries of life. Topal applied him- 
felf, with vaft affiduity and fortitude, to reform the people; 
and had amazing fuccefs : but the feverities he was obliged 
to inflift, formed a party at court againft him, and his dif- 
miflion was refolved on. This being fignified to him by or¬ 
der of the fultan, he repaired in perfon to court, and deli¬ 
vered up the feals of his office. Upon his returning home, 
perceiving his friends to be difconfolate, he thanked God for 
his difmiffion, as being one of the moft favourable circum- 
jlances of his life. Bur, though Topal was difmiflcd, he was 
not difgraced. As he had always taken the opinion of the 
mufti, before he put any one to death, his enemies could fix 
nothing upon his conduct; and the fultan exprefled fo high 
an efteem for his perfon, that he appointed him to be pa- 
iha of Trebejond ; but he detained his fon at Conjlantinopk , 
and declared that he would take care of his fortune. In 
a few days, the fon prefented to the fultan the prefent 
which his father had intended to make him at the bayram; 
which was a horfe with furniture to the value of fifty thou¬ 
sand crowns. Soon after, the father was ordered to take up 
on himfelf the command of the army that was to aft upon the 
frontiers of Perfia. He difeharged his duty as a general with 
great abilities ; but he funk under the genius of Thomas 
Kadi Khan . Upon his death, which fhall be mentioned here 


after, though the fultan raifed his fon to the high poll of beg 
lerbeg of Romania , yet he had the meannefs to ftrip him o 

all his father’s perfonal eftate. 

Though every thing was now quiet on the fide of £^1 
vet that was far from being the cafe in Afia ; where the Per- 


Jsans, faking advantage of the tumults that bad been railed at 
J CovJlantimple , and the defeat of the Turks near Tauris ,, at¬ 
tacked the Othsnan empire in 1730 ; but, by the'good conduc 
of the Turkijh ferafkier, who commanded againft them, they 

were brought to terms of accommodation. In the year i? 3 2 » 

Thomas 
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fjlamas Kouli Khan being then abfolute in Perfia, refolved to 
break with the Turks, in the manner we have already de¬ 
scribed. It is fufficient here to fay, that, among the other 
pretexts for declaring war, one was, that the. treaty had 
been extorted by the Turks j and he demanded, in the name 
of the infant foph't of Perfia, that all the places ceded by that 
peace, fhould be given up. The anfwer of the porte being 
as haughty as the demand of the Perfian, hoftilities com¬ 
menced ; and Kouli Khan not only recovered ail the pro¬ 
vinces and places ceded by the late treaty, but great part of 
theantient dominions of Perfia. Topal Ojrnan was fent to 
command againft him with eighty thoufand men. By this 
time, Kouli Khan had formed the fiege of Baghdad itfelf. 
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Tofal Ofman had orders to rifk all to raife the 
he did, after fighting a bloody battle with Kouli 
was at the head of feventy thoufand men, each army lofing 
thirty thoufand. The Turkijk general having colle&ed to¬ 
gether an army of one hundred thoufand men, again oppofed 
Kouli Khan, who had made an irruption into another part of 
the Oilman dominions; in which the latter was again de¬ 
feated, on the twenty-fifth of October ; and the Turks, in 
general, imagined, that, in this battle, Kouli Khan was 
killed ; but, before the end of the campaign, fome accounts 
fay the very next day, he attacked Topal Ofmaris army with 
fo much intrepidity, that the Oilmans were totally routed, 
with thelofs of forty thoufand men and their excellent com- who is 
mander, befides their military cheft and all their baggage. It killed in 
was happy for the ‘lurks , that the ftate of affairs in Perfia the war 
w'as too unfettled for him to purfue this blow that year ; but with Per 
he afterwards defeated an army of one hundred and fixty fia. 
thoufand Oilmans , commanded by Kioprili who is faid to 
have left half that number dead on the field j and then the 
conqueror retook the important city of Erivan, which com¬ 
pleted the conqueft of all the Perfian dominions that had been 
difmembered by the Turks. 

That great general and politician having become fopbi of 
hrfm, by the death of the infant above-mentioned, thought 
that he could not do better than to make peace with the 
Turks, upon condition of their guarantying his title, and that 
of his family, to the throne of Perfia, and their folemnly re¬ 
cognizing him as fophi. Though he was then in the height 
of a profperous war, he found means to infinuate to the 
porte, that they might have peace, provided thofe points 
were fettled as preliminaries. He likewife hinted, that he 
would abolifh, amongft his own fubjecls, many of thofe re¬ 
ligious diftindtions which bad fo long kept them and the 
Turks at irreconcileable variance. Thofe condefcenfions were 
wore than fufficient to induce the Turks to enter into the ne¬ 
gotiation 5 which was concluded at Conflantinoplc, in Septcm- 
1736, on the following conditions: That the fultan 
would formally acknowledge Thomas Kouli Khan's right to 


the 
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the throne of Perjia , and guaranty his and his family’s fuj 
ceflion to the fame ; that the Perjians fhall have liberty to viJ 
fit the tomb of Mohammed\ that prifoncrs fhould be delivered! 
up on both fides ; and, to prevent the ufe of the difagreeablel 
word “ ceffion,” it was agreed, in general, that the limits ofl 
the two empires fhould be fixed as in the time of Morai\, \ 
War with Both the emperor and the czarina had, at that time, fond 
the pome, apprehenfion . from the preparations of the Turks j and had! 

a:id.entered into engagements to affift each other, which after- 
Germaa j. wards ended in an offenfive and defenfive alliance; and each] 

.power was to furnifh the other with forty thoufand men. 
Both of them had depended greatly upon the diverfion which] 
they expected would be given to the Othmans by Thomas Ktuln 
Khan ; but the late treaty, concluded at Conjlaniinople , put 
^n end to ail expectations of that kind. A congrefs had been 
■opened at N’emcrozv, in Poland , for accommodating the dif-l 
ferences between the czarina and the porte, on account of] 
the injuries her fubje&s had fuffered from the Tartars j but 
thofe conferences proving ineffectual, the emperor ordered 
his minuter at the porte to declare, that, if fatisfaClion was 
not given to his filler, the czarina, he would join her in 
war againft the fultan. The porte was fiirprized at this de* 
claration, becaufe, upon the expiration of the treaty of Pa- 
farowitz , the imperial minifter at the porte had declared his 
mailer’s rcadinefs to renew the fame. It mufl be acknow¬ 
ledged, that, on this occafion, the good faith of the emperor 
towards the Othmans was very queflionable. The fultan’s 
minifters had received, from the French , information of the 
engagements entered into between the emperor and the cza¬ 
rina ; and feveral divans had been held upon the expediency 
of declaring war againft the Germans ; and the French influ¬ 
ence at the porte was fo ftrong, that it was generally believed 
the decifion would have been in the affirmative. This being 
Communicated by the Dutch and Britijh ambafiadors to their 
refpeCtive principals, they received orders to counteract the 
French ; which they did fo fuccefsfully, that the porte re- 
folved to continue the pacific fyftem ; and his Britannic ma- 
}efly adtually received the emperor’s thanks on that account. 
It is therefore no wonder if the Othman miniftry received the 
imperial declaration with great indignation. 

They treated it with indifference at the fame time, butpro- 
ceeded in the moft vigorous preparations for war. A grand 

divan being held, it was there refolved to a<ft oftenfively on 
the fide of Germany , and defenfively only on that of Rujjia. 
On the other hand, the allies agreed upon the operations of 
the war; that the imperialifts, under count Seckendorf, fhould 
attack TVidin , in Servia ; and that the Ruffians, under count 
Munich , fhould penetrate into the Ukraine , and befiege Gc- 
xakow , on the Borijlhenes , the bulwark of the Turk iff) fron¬ 
ts ers on that fide, and garrifoned by twenty thoufand of the 
bra veil of the Glinka n troops $ while count Lafcy , another 

Ruffm 
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jMfcw genera], fhould penetrate, with another army, into 
the Krim ; by which the Ruffians would become matters of 

all the Black-Sea. 

Thofe latter operations were carried o with vigour and The Rnf- 
proportionable fuccefs. Though Oczakoiv, befides its ftrong fans take 
L r ifon, was defended by eighteen gallies, yet the attacks of Oczakoi y. 
Munich were conduced with fo much judgment and intre¬ 
pidity, that the place mutt have been taken by ftorm, had it 
pot capitulated. In this fiege, the famous field-marfhai 
Keith, the fame who was afterwards killed in the fervice of 
the king of P ruff a, bore a diftinguifhed part. But the ac- 
quifition coft the Ruffians fo many men, that Munich was dif- 
abled from farther purfuing his conquers that campaign. In 
the mean while, Lacy had marched towards Precop , and 
took up his winter-quarters in the Krim. But matters were 
far from being fo fuccefsful on the part of the Germans. 

The duke of Lorrain , who that year fucceeded to the Unfcrtu- 
diitchy of Tufcany , had the nominal command of the impe- natecam- 
rial troops; but the a<SUng general was count Seckendorf \ an paign °f 
old man, and a proteftant; and, being a favourite of the diet theimpe- 
ofthe empire, to which the emperor had applied for afiift- rialifts* 
ance, this command was, out of compliment to that body,, 
conferred upon him. We have already mentioned, that 
kndorf' was firft to attack JVidin. This he attempted, but 
found it impracticable to fucceed without the afiiftanee of a 
body of (hips upon the Danube ; and therefore he fuddenly 
fell upon Nijja, which he took, though it was then thought 
tobeone of the ttrongeft forts upon the Turkijh frontiers: 
but this was the only fuccefsful operation of the campaign. 

Seckendorf, who never had been an enterprizing general, be¬ 
sides the caution incident to old age, had the misfortune of 
being hated by the Roman-catholics and jefuits, who had the 
chief dire&ion of the imperial court; and therefore he v/as 
never properly fupplied with either men, artillery, or mo¬ 
ney. 

Having reduced Niffa, he formed the blockade of JVidin ; 
but the heats, and the unwholefome dampnefs of the foil, 
deftroyed vaft numbers of his troops j and he was forced to 
abandon the blockade with fome lofs from the enemy. The 
baron de Raunach, another imperial general, by this time, 
had penetrated, with fix thouland men, into Croatia, where 
he was entirely defeated j as was the prince of Saxhilbiirg- 
haufen, who had formed the fiege of Bagnalac with fourteen 
tboufand men, moft of whom were cut off by a fuperior bo¬ 
dy of Turks, who attacked the pofts of the imperialifts upon 
the Danube, took the fort of Padudil , and burnt the town of 
Has, in JValachia\ befides plundering the country. But the 
greateft blow the imperialifts met with, was the retaking 
Niffa ; which was furrendered to the Turks by general Doxat, 

who was tried by a council of war, and loit his head on that 

account s 
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accouiit; though it was thought, by thofe who were fj e |i 
informed, that the misfortune was owing to the imperial 
court itfelf not having fufficiently provided him with the 
means of defence. As to count Seckendorf\ he was accufed 
of having wafted a fine army in marches and counter¬ 
marches, without doing any thing of importance but the 
taking of NiJJa , which had been as fuddenly retaken. He 
was therefore fent for home, to give an account of his con¬ 
duct. A court-martial was appointed to try him ; and it was 
with difficulty that he efcaped with life* after lone and f P 
vere imprifonment. 

Notwithftanding the Turks were thus fuccefsful in Hun¬ 
gary, Bofnia , and Servia, yet they feemed, all the while 
willing to renew the conferences for peace; and thofe of 
Nemerow were again opened : but they proved ineffectual by 
the Ruffians abfolutely refufing to part with the poffeffion of 
Jfopb and Oczakow. Next year, the diet of the empire 
granted a fubfidy of fifty Roman months to the emperor* 
that he might take the field the more early; but this libera¬ 
lity produced little effedt. Ragotjki , waywod of Tranfylva - 
nia, declared himfelf againft the houfe of Aujlria , and put 
himfelf under the protection of the fultan with a confiderable 
army 5 for which he was proclaimed a rebel by the court of 
Vienna. The Turks took the field more early than the impe- 
rialifts, and, after reducing the forts of ZJ/itza and Meadia j 
they formed the fiege of Or/ova ; but abandoned it upon the 
approach of the grand-duke of Tufcany and count Konigfeg. 
Being afterwards reinforced, they attacked the imperialifts, 
and were repulfed j but the latter not being able to Hand 
their ground, repaired the Danube. 

Ragot fit's Thofe difgraces were not owing fo much to the incapacity 
terms with or mifeondudt of the imperial generals, as to the indigence 
the ‘Turks , a °d mifmanagementof their court; who either would not, or 

could not, fupply their wants. This brought them into in¬ 
finite contempt, and the porte concluded a treaty with 
prince Ragotjki ; by which he was to be acknowledged free 
Sovereign of Hungary and TranJ'ylvania ; that his Cbrijlm 
fubjedfs fhould have free exercife of their religion all over 
the Othman empire j that the ele&ion of his fucceffors fhould 
be free, and only diredted by the laws of the country ; but 
that both he and they were to be ready, with a large body of 
men, to aflift the Turks , in cafe of war with the Germans. 
Sir Everard Fawkner and Villeneiif were then refiding at the 
porte, on the part of their .Britannic and moft Cbrijiian ma- 
jefties, in the quality of mediators ; and therefore refufed to 
receive a copy qf this treaty: but Calkocn , the Dutch ambaf- 
fador, accepted of it when tendered by Ragotjki s minifter; 
for which he was feverely reprimanded by his matters. 

The Turks then attacked Meadia ; which, though untena¬ 
ble, made a gallant refiftance, and repulfed the befiegers, till 

the 
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Ag governor received an order from Vienna to deliver up the 

lace, to avoid being put to the fword with all the garrifon. 
e imperial army, at this time, had not taken the field j and 


ass 



the Turks had laid fiege to Orfova. 

On the twenty-third of June , the imperial army* being who are 
now aflembled, attacked the Turks near Meadia , and routed defeated, 
them after a (harp difpute. Upon this, Meadia furrendered 
to the imperialists on the firft fummons, and the Turks raifed 
the fiege of Orfova , leaving behind them thirty pieces of can¬ 
non, with other warlike ftores and large quantities of provi¬ 
sions, which they are faid to have poifoned. The grand- 
duke of Tufcany narrowly efcaped being taken or killed in the 
above battle* The Qthmans broke the left wing and center 
of his army, and penetrated to his tent, where they cut off 

hisfurgeon’s head. 

This, and fome other, advantages, rendered the imperial 
court fo inhuman, that one colonel Heifrich was fent to AT 
ms, with a detachment of the duke of Tufcany 1 s regiment of 
foot, with orders to butcher all the inhabitants, without re- 

fex, or other diftin&ion, for having favoured 


gard to age 

the Otbmans. 


Notwithftanding their boafted victories, the 


jlujirians were obliged to march back towards the Danube ; 
upon which the Turks retook Meadia , and a grand army 
laid fiege to Orfova. 

By this time, the court of Peterfburgh , fenfible of the An - 
Jinan inability to fulfil their engagements, hinted to Jahya y 
the ferafkier of Oc%akow , who was a prifoner in their camp, 
that they would not be averfe to treat of peace. The feraf¬ 
kier, upon this, fent a meflenger to the grand-vizier for full 
powers to treat, “ Tell Jabya,” anfwered that minifter, 

“ that his fublime highnefs is not accuftomed to treat of 

“ peace by means of flaves or prifoners.” rr 

On the twenty-fixth of July , general Lacy forced the^*C? sruc ~ 

defended by forty 1,1 

thoufancl Turks and Tartars , commanded by Soltan Galga. TCrim. 


amazing lines of Precop , which were 


He then took the fortrefs itfelf, in which he found eighty 
brafs cannon 5 the garrifon, confifting of two thoufand men, 
furrendering themfelves, with their commander, prifoners of 
War. Soon after, his van-guard, which was formed of Uk~ 
taine coflaks, was in danger of being cut oft by thirty thou- 
fand Turks , moft of them fpahis ; but, being fupported by* 
fome battalions of regulars, the Otbmans were, at laft, de¬ 
feated, with the lofs of above three thoufand men. 

Count Munich had now pafled the Bogy in his march to Munich's 
Bindery but was furrounded, near that river, by a numerous campaign, 
body of Turks ; whom he defeated after an engagement of 
five hours. In like manner, he was oppofed by another 
body on the banks of the Savrana j which he likewife de¬ 
feated with great {laughter : but, upon the whole, thofe 
Vi&ories Were of little more importance than that he thereby 

Caved his army from, being cut in pieces, as the event of the 

campaign 
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Campaign difcovered ; for the Neifter proved an infurmouh 
able barrier to his fortune. The Tartars in thofe parts hai 
an irreconcileable averfion to the Ruffians and their coflaks a 
and live free and happy under the proteftion, rather than the 
government, of the Turks. Their numbers are inexhaufti- 
ble, and feemed to encreafe as Munich advanced. He gained 
a third vi&ory when he was within a few leagues from the 
Neifier ; in which the prince of Wclfenhuttle , and the eail o' 
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inforced by a confiderable body of Turks , he fell upon the 


for' fi 


Munich then 




After 


fome cannonading, he found the Othmans entirely matters 
of the river, the banks of which they had ftrongly fortified. 
In (hort, he faw it impracticable to pafs ; and, on the 
twenty-ninth, he drew off towards the Biclocz. In his re- 
treat he was harrafled by a body of twenty-five thoufand ja- 
nifaries, befides the Tartar army; but, according to his ac¬ 
count, he obtained over them a fifth victory. Thus Munich' 
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firft, he gave out that he would undertake 


genera] 


Choczim, but declined it on pretence that the country round 
about it was infeded ; and returned, by another way than he 
had advanced, to his old winter-quarters in the Ukraine. 
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provifions. Bredal perceiving his inferiority, ran his tranl- 
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which appear moft 


probable, he took and deftroyed eighty veffels, with their 
{lores and crews, notwithftanding the batteries that had been 
ereCled to defend them. This obliged Lacy to blow up the 
fortifications of Or, and other places he had taken, and to 
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manifeftly the advantageot 

Had 


the Ruffians, as well as of the Germans , in this war. 
their accounts of the two laft campaigns been publtined, in- 
Head of thofe of their enemies, we might have, perhaps, en- 
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Meten to demolifh the fortifications of Oczakow and Kim- 
hrn ; and we are even told that the baron left the artillery 

O fthofe forts behind him. 

The town of New Orfova , in Hungary , ftill continued to Orfova 
hold bravely out; and the Turks are laid to have loft a great taken. 
r,umberof men before it. On the tenth of July, a battle 
was fought, between the imperialifts and them, near Mea~ 

l\a jin which the latter pretended to have the advantage : 

hut the imperialifts, finding it impofiible to fubfift in that 
country, retired to Karanfcbes ; and the fiege of Neiv OrJ'ova 
went on. The grand-vizier, for fome time, remained inac¬ 
tive, on pretence that he waited for the event of the Ruffian 
operations ; but, all of afudden, it was known, by autho¬ 
rity, that that important fortrefs was taken j and that count 
Cornberg , the governor, had been arrefted, and was to be 
tried for giving up the place, in which the imperialifts loft 
two hundred and fifty cannon and mortars. 

The confequence was, that the imperial army was obliged 
to withdraw within the lines of Belgrade ; that the Turks 
took Semendria , Vipalanka , and many other places ; but the 
pafha of Bofnia was obliged to raife the fiege of Ratcha upon 
the approach of fome Saxon and Bavarian troops. The 
grand-vizier led his army back to NiJJ'a ; and the bannat of 
ymefuiar , being now open to the infidels, was moft unmer* 
cifully ravaged. Thofe Ioffes entirely difpirited the court of 
yienna, who employed every art to bring about a feparate 
peace with the Otbmans , notwithftanding the fevere remon- 
ftrances of the czarina, who offered to lend the emperor 

thirty thoufand men. But we are now to attend operations 
of another kind. 

fare Bey Oglu was fon of an officer fuppofed to he the Hiflory of 
richeft in the Othman dominions ; and, upon his death, the Oglu, the 
fultan feized all his effects, and (hut up his daughter in his fe- head of 
raglio. Oglu’s mother exhorted him to revenge thefe wrongs; th zTurki/b 
and he, having ftill a confiderable real eftate in Natolia , re- banditti, 
tired, with fome malecontents, to the mountains of Bofda'g 
and Diogli Bogafje , where they chofe him their head; his chief 
refidence being an old caftle in a very ftroog fituation. At 
nrft, he affetfted great courtefy to travellers, efpecially cara¬ 
vans, and fent a formal account to the grand-vizier of his 
fituation, with a peremptory demand of an equivalent for 
nis father’s effects. This demand was rejected with great 
indignation; and one of the kyehaya’s was ftrangled for 
correfponding with him. Oglu then plundered the eftates of 
tnefultan and his courtiers, wherever he could reach them. 

Atlaft, he found himfelf obliged to lay the towns and vil¬ 
lages under contribution, and to rifle the caravans which 
fie had before prote&ed. The porte was informed of his 
proceedings; but, being engaged in other wars, no mealures 
were taken for fuppreffing him. 

Vol.Viii. vv * z 
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One of his parties appeared before the gates of Smyrna 
one of the moft coniiderable cities in the Othman dominions* 
rich, large, populous, and defended by a citadel. The 
Europeans^ who had immenfe magazines of effe&s theie, 
hurried all they could on board their Ihips, excepting the 
Dutch conful, who fortified his houfe, armed his country¬ 
men, kept a patrole all night on the watch, and had avti- 
fel ready to carry him and his effects off in cafe of neceliity, 
As to the other inhabitants, their confternation was inex- 

preliible. 

In the morning. Oglu’s lieutenant, who commanded the 
party, demanded an interview with the magiftrates, to fettle 
their contribution; that their city, which contained forty 
thoufand men fit to bear arms, might not be plundered. 
This demand, fo aftonifhingly impudent, was complied 
with. The banditti-chief, who had with him no more than 
eight hundred armed men, entered the city, received fifteen 

thoufand crowns contribution-money, befides prefents, and 
leiurned in fafety. On his departure, the citizens being 
fomewhat recovered from their confternation, were afhamid 
to look one another in the face ; and it was owing to the in- 
ftances of the Britijb , and other European minifters at the 
porte, that two thoufand troops were fent to proted the 

city 
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feared and fpread, that the banditti were within fight. 


This 


pUi tO 

death. 


inhabitants into a frelh confternation, which was fpread to 
their guards, and they retired with precipitation within the 
cannon of the citadel. Next day, it was known that this was 
a faife alarm, railed by the neighbouring boors, that they 
might plunder the Turkijh camp; which they had begun to 
do. when the regulars returned, and impaled fome of them 
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tillery, overtook, and, having defeated them, fent the heads 
of the (lain to Conjlantinople ; where they were publicly ex- 
pofed as trophies of a victory. It does not appear whether 
Oglu was prefent at this battle or not; but it is certain lie 
was obliged, with no more than four hundred men, to aban¬ 
don his caftle ; and, being clofely purlued, he was overtaken, 
and his head being cut off, it was fent'to Conjlantinople. 
The winter of the year 1738 was fpent in various negotia- 

parations tions ; but the Oilman minifters continued firm to their own 
0 I the terms ; and, while they were treating, orders were given for 

jT.vrAv,and railing an armv of two hundred thouland fighting men. 
their * French ambaffador interpofed with great earneftnefs; but the 
terms. Turks were fo much the more determined, as they knew that 

the Poles had refufed to grant a paffage through their country 
to thirty thoufand auxiliaries which the czarina propofed to 

fend to the emperor. The terras which the Othmans 

upof 



OF THE WORLD* 3iy 

upon, as an indifpenfible bafis for a negotiation, were. 

That the court of Vienna ihould absolutely give up the im¬ 
perial Wallacbia, Orfova, and its dependencies, and that part 
cf Servia which lies between the Morava and the Timock. 

With regard to RuJJia, they demanded the reftitution of 
Jfopb and Oczakow, and that the treaty of Prutb fhould be 
carried into full execution. To {hew that they were in ear¬ 
ned V/ali Pajha , ferafkier of Bender , three pafhas who com¬ 
manded in Hungary, and two on the Niejier, loft their heads, 
formifbehaving in the laft campaign; and the troops had or¬ 
ders to provide themfelves with bayonets; in theufeof which 
they were to be inftru&ed according to the European exercife. 

Before the campaign opened, the grand-vizier repaired, with 
the ufual ceremonies, to the temple of St. Sophia ; from 
whence he took the ftandard of Mohammed, as a fign that he 
was refolved to make the campaign deciiive. 

The imperialifls knew not how either to accept or refufe 
the terms prefcribed by the Turks ; but, at laft, pride and 
obftinacy determined them upon another campaign. As to 
the emprefs of Raffia, {he, without any hefitation, refolved 
that Munich {hould recommence his operations on the Nei~ 
pr , and Lacy his in the Krinu The campaign began early. 

A body of Tartars made an irruption firft into the Ukraine , 
where they were repulfed ; and then into Poland where they 
committed moft dreadful ravages, and carried off three thou- 
fand nine hundred Poles into flavery ; but a good underftand- 
ing then fublifting between the porte and that republic, the 
foltan of Bialogrod fct them at liberty, and undertook to make 
good the damages that it had fuftained. In the mean while, 
th eTurks were bufied in repairing the fortifications of Ocza- 
hw and Kimburn, and rendering them much ftronger than 
ever. 

Before the campaign opened, the fultan, perceiving that Grand- 
the grand-vizier Jahya had made himfelf difagreeable to the vizier de- 
janiiaries, by his unpopular behaviour, thought proper to pofed. 
depofe and banifh him to an ifland in the Archipelago ; and to 
fend the feal of his office to Ayvas Mehemed, ferafkier of TVi- 
din, who was a favourite with the army. On the other hand, 
the court of Vienna made its utmoft efforts to aflemble an ar¬ 
my of eighty thoufand men. under count tVallis at Belgrade. 

The foltan of the Calrnuk Tartars , who are tributary to the 
Ruffians, beat the Cuban Tartars, who are fubjedt to the Turks ; 
count Munich took up his camp in the neighbourhood of Ki - 
m\ and the czarina purpofed to carry on the campaign with 
great warmth, though fhe had reafon to apprehend that the 
court of Vienna was meditating a feparate peace, and that 
the Swedes were arming againft her in Finland. 

On the fifth of June, count Munich left Kioiv , at the head Glorious 
of feventy-five thoufand men, including Tartars and Calmuks ; campaig*, 
2nd, in two days, arrived at Berduczow, on the frontiers of 

Poland, with intention to befige Choczhn; after which he 
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was to attempt the conqueft of all Moldavia, bjr 

ance of the imperial 
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fortifications of that country; and* as the khan had laid it 
wafte, upon the approach of his army, it was agreed that he 
Should be fupplied with provifions from AJopb. Munich con- 
tinued his march with incredible conftancy; and, having 
paffed the river Bokltna , he found himfelf oppofed by 
Turkijh ferafkier, at the head of twenty thoufand fpahis and 
fixty thoufand Tartars , who retired towards Choczim at his 
approach, where they took up a ftrong camp, in hopes that 
the Ruffians * having no magazines* or means of fubhftencej 
would be obliged to furrender themfelves prifoners of war. 
and con- The difpofitions of the ferafkier were fuch 
quefts of nicb to come to the defperate refolution of attacking his ene- 
’• ■ ’ m ies in their camp; which he did with fo much refolution, 

that though the ianifarics made a brave refittance, the 0 th- 
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camp * in 'which they found nineteen cannon, four brafs 

mortars, with all kind of military ftores, and, what was ftill 

jji •);■(■> agreeable, plenty of provilion and forage. I he con* 

fequence was, that Choczim immediately furrendered on con- 
_(brmld obtain Quarter for life. Here 


Rujjl 


thirty-eight pieces of cannon. TaJJi, , the capital of Molda¬ 
via , opened its gates to the conqueror, as did Bender-, and 
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The Ruffians were equally fortunate on the iide of the An;;;, 

where the Turks had formed, by means of their fuperiority 
at fea, a defign upon Afopb ; but their fleet being almott de- 
ftroyed in a ftorm, Lacy remained matter of the country, and 
his army was plentifully fupplied by Bredal , the Ruffian zA- 
miral. But we are now to attend the operations in hun¬ 
gry 
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were fortifying. Upon this intelligence, marfhal Walks lent 

for general Nieperg, to join him with the troops under ins 
command; but, in the mean while, it was judged neccffaif 
to attack the Turks , before they completed their fortifications 
at Grotfca. We fhall, in the hiftory of Germany , have an op¬ 
portunity of deferring this unfortunate battle. It is loflici 
ent here to fay, that, though the attack was made with pro 
digious courage and refolution, the Germans were entire! 
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this, received a fevere check at Kabouka ; but that did not 
hinder the grand-vizier from carrying on the fiege of Belgrade , 
which he was preparing to ftorm, when it was known that a 
negotiation of peace was far advanced, under the mediation 
of the French ambaflador at Conjlantinople . 

The Turks, and perhaps the czarina likewife, were not a Peace be¬ 
little influenced to this ftep by the prodigious progrefs which tween the 
hull Kan, the Pcrftan fophi, was making in India ; where Tui ks, 
he had amafled a treafure fuperior to all that the Turkijh and German, 
Ruffian empires contained. The French ambaflador came and Muff 
from Conjlantinople to the vizier’s camp before Belgrade, to covites . 
which count Nieperg repaired likewife as plenipotentiary ; 
and, on the firft of September, 1739, the treaty was figned. 

The terms were. That the emperor lhould abandon Belgrade 
and Servia to the grand-fignior, as well as Orfova ; that the 
Danube and the Saave lhould, for the future, form the limits 
of the two empires ; that the bannat of Temefwar , and the 
town of that name, fhould remain in the pofleffionof his im¬ 
perial majefty, with the territory thereupon dependent, com¬ 
prehending therein Meadia ; that Orfova fhould continue in 
the condition it was then in ; but, that the fortifications of 
Belgrade fliould be demolifhed. Thofe terms were fo humi¬ 
liating to the court of Vienna , that the emperor thought fit 
to difown what had been done, and to put both Nieperg and 
Wallis under arreft; and, at the fame time', he emitted a 
manifefto, disapproving of their condudt, and pretending 
that count Nieperg had exceeded his powers : notwithftand- 
ing all which, he ratified the articles. The public knew the 
chara&cr of the houfe of Anftria too well, not to be fenfible 
of the emperor’s motives for this fcandalous proceeding ; 
which was meant to gratify his own pride by faving fome kind 
of appearances. We are not, therefore, with fome authors, 
to imagine, that he publifhed this manifefto, with a view 
hf appeafing the refentment of the czarina, who fent an of¬ 
ficer, on purpofe, to the Turkijh camp, to prevent, if poffi- 
ble, a feparate peace. 

It was owing to the vaft fucceffes of Munich, that the cza¬ 
rina obtained fo good a peace as {he did ; for the porte had 
always been obftinate in excluding her from the negotiation, 
i he certainty of Munich’s progrefs having been notified to 
the Turks , a new negotiation was begun between them and 
the Rtijffans , before the camp at Belgrade broke up ; and the 
following preliminaries were agreed to : viz. That Afoph 
lhould remain to Rujfta, but be demolifhed, and its territory 
laic! defart, to form a barrier between the two empires ; that 
Raffia might build a fortrefs on this fide of the Don, and the 
porte another on their fide of the river ; but the city of Ta- 
ganrock , built by Peter the Great, on the fea of Afoph, fliould 
not be reftored ; that the Ruffians fhould have no vefiels ori 

that or the Black-fca, but fhould ufe the Turkijh{b\$s in their 
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commerce in thofe Teas; that the limits of the two empires I 
weft of the Nieper , fbould be the fame as regulated in 1706* I 
Kudack remaining to the porte; and the limits to the eallof I 
the Nieper to be fettled by a new convention. Upon the I 
conclufion of thofe preliminaries, count Munich evacuated I 
Moldavia , with his army ; and returned, through the Polifh I 
territories, to the Ukraine. He carried with him numbersof I 
Greeks and natives who, upon his firft irruption, had joined I 
him; and who, no provifion having been made in their h! I 
vour by the convention, could expedt no mercy under an I 
Othman government. It was computed that, in this expedi- I 
ticn, he took from the Turks eight hundred pieces of brafs I 
cannon ; and, that the booty carried off with him amounted I 
to above feven hundred thoufand pounds fterling. I 

Good It is to the honour of the Othman government that we 1 

faith of mention the good faith with which both the above treaties ] 
the Turks, was kept on their part, notwithstanding all the inftances 1 

made, on the part of France , to prevail with them to break I 

them. But the fultan was, at this time, apprehenfiveofa I 

revolt in Egypt ; where Kouli Kan , who was not yet returned 
from his Indian expedition, had a great party; and it was 
known that his late fuccefles had elated him fo, that he was 
refolved to break with the porte. It is hard to fay what pro- 
vocations he might have received from the TurkiJI) pafhasand 
ferafkiers, or what the conference muff have been, had he 
not loft the greateft part of his army and treafures in his re¬ 
turn homewards. 

Soon after the conclufion of the convention with Rujfta, 
the porte very wifely entered into a defenfive one with Swe¬ 
den , for mutually fupporting each other if attacked by the. 
RuJJiansi and the porte engaged, that the governments of Al¬ 
giers , Tunis , and Tripoli , ftiould conform themfelves to the 
fame. Scarcely was this negotiation ended, when, through 
the ravages committed, during the late war, all provifions 
grew fo dear at Conjlantinople , that many infurredfions hap¬ 
pened, which were foon quelled. But the grand-vizier be¬ 
ing no friend to the clergy, the fultan was informed by them, 
that, if he expedfed to keep his throne in peace, he muft 
part with his minifter. The fultan was obliged fo far to 
comply, as to deprive him of his poft; but he made him go¬ 
vernor of Gedda , and fullered him to keep all his treafute 
and eftedls. This, perhaps, would not have fatisfied the 
populace, had not the ceffion of Belgrade been proclaimed, 
and the imperial ambaftador made a moft magnificent entry 
into Conjlantinople. This reconciled the people fo well to the 
late meafures, that the fultan ventured to exadi a new oath 
of fidelity from the janifaries; and all foreigners who had re¬ 
sided tour years in that capital, without marrying, were 
obliged to leave it. The revolutions which happened at the 
.court of RuJjia, about this time, occafioned fome motions of 

the 
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(he Olhman Tartars on the frontiers of that empire ; and a 
divan was held concerning a new war : but the Englijh am- 
halfador, who had great credit at the porte, informed the 
frkijh minifters fo minutely concerning the ftate of affairs 
in Europe, that a refolution was taken to obferve the trea¬ 
ties of Belgrade ; and the Ruffian ambaffadors received affu- 

jances accordingly. 

A peace was the more neceflary at this time, as Kouli Kan 
had now returned from his Indian expedition, and was (fill 
threatening to invade the Othnan dominions. For this pur- 
pofe, he had fent a moft magnificent ambafiy to prevail with 
the Ruffians to declare again# the porte; and, a war then 
/aging between Raffia and Sweden , the ambaffador of the lat¬ 
ter, at Corjlantinofle , demanded from the porte the affiftance 
jlipulated by the late treaty ; but the grand-vizier drily an¬ 
swered, That his mailer muft previoufly examine, whether 
fujfia or Stveden was the aggre ffor. 

About this time, an ambaflador from Kouli Khan had an Kouli Kan 
audience at the porte; in which, befides many other claims, invades 
heinfifted upon his mailer having the fame authority at Mec- their em- 
ca with the Othman emperor. This demand being denied pire. 
him, he invaded the Turkijh dominions, and proceeded as far r 
2s Erzerum ; but was obliged to delift by the rebellious com¬ 
motions which broke out in Perjia under his own fon ; who 
was thought to have been inlligated thereto by the Otbmam. 

After this, the fultan enjoyed Tome repofe ; which he em¬ 
ployed in cultivating the arts of peace, and in putting his 

I fleets and armies on a refpecfable footing. His turbulent 
fubjefts could not bear with his pacific difpofitions ; and, in 
May, 1742, they forced him to depofe his grand-vizier Ale- 
Imed Pajka ; and to raife to the vizierfhip Ali Pajha Kekim 
Qglou , a profefled enemy to the Chri/lians. This change 
fcems to have quieted the minds of the people for fome 
time. 

Kouli Khan , now called Nadir Shah, had never laid afide his His pro- 
ambitious defigns; and, having atchieved the conqueft of the grcfs. 

Mogul, he meditated that of the Turkijk empire. For this 
purpofe, he had entered into a clofe friendlhip and eorre- 
fpondence with the emprefs of Ruf/ia ; but fo faithfully had 
the porte kept its engagements, that they could find no fub- 
jedt for a quarrel with it but religion. The reader, from the 
foregoing part of this hiftory, may perceive that religion was 
always the true prerogative of the Mohammedan fovereigns ; 
and to have yielded a point of precedency in that, was more 
dangerous than the lofs of a province. Nadir Shah had done 
all he could to extinguilh thofe ridiculous notions among his 
fubjedts, but without effedl; foishe perceived an invincible 
difpofttion in many of the inhabitants of the provinces he 
tad acquired, or conquered, in favour of the Othman empe¬ 
rors, on the foolilh fiippofition of their being thedefeendants 
of the antient califs. 
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After fome arrogant demands of having his pretenfions t« 
an equality in this refpeCh fettled, he defired that (omtTurkijh 
doctors (hould be fent to his court. This was refufed; and 
in the beginning of the year 1743, he fent to acquaint the 

iultan, that, as his minifters refuted to gratify his requeft 
in fending the do&ors to inftru£t him, he was refolved to 
come in perfon to the frontiers of Turkey , that he might be 
more near at hand to have his doubts cleared up. To this 
meflage the grand-vizier facetioufly anfwered, T hat the doc¬ 
tors were juft fetting out to wait on his highnefs, and that 
they only ftayed for an efcorte of thirty thoufand janifaries 
and fome other troops. Nadir Shah foon invaded the 0 /A- 
man dominions, deftroyed one of their frontier towns, and 
dire&ed his march to Baghdad . The news of this arriving 


directed nis marcn to tiagbaaa, 1 ne news or inis arriving 
at Conftantinople , the horfe-tail was erected at the gates of 
the feraglio, as a fignal for affembling a great army ; but the 
people were fo much alarmed, that it was with difficulty the 
grand-vizier efcaped with his life in an infurredtion, and the 
levies went flowly on. 

Under this disability to oppofe a great conqueror, the 0/A, 
plan court, which had of late changed feveral viziers, fetup 
a young man as a defeendant from the antient fophisof?«r- 
fia , who pretended that he had efcaped from the common ca¬ 
lamity of his family, and taken refuge in an ifland of the 
Archipelago. Him they declared {hah of Perfta , and gave 
him an army to oppofe Shah Nadir , who continued ftill to 
make a formidable progrefs in the Oilman empire. His de¬ 
mands were. To have all the provinces, that ever had been 
difmembered from Pcrfia by the Oilmans, reftored to his 
crown; which muft have included a moft valuable part of 
the Turkijh empire. He took Kirkut , put all its garrifon to 
the fvvord, and defeated an army of the Turks who came to 

• t 1 r 1 . 71 r r I * 


raife the liege ; but 
blocked up Baghdad. 


but was rcpulfed at Adoful , after having 
! ad . The news of an inlurreclion in his 


own dominions prevented his farther progrefs, and he of* 
fered to tieat. The Oilmans knew the difficulty he was un¬ 
der, and fent fupplies to Shah Rhode , the fophi they had let 
up, who lay encamped between Erzerum and Kars . Ihefe- 
rafkier Ahmed Pa/ha , who had the actual command of the 
Turkijl) army, was defeated, and obliged to take retuge under 
the cannon of Kars ; where Nadir Shah attacked him, but 
was defeated in his turn. The Turkijh minitlers, who had 
carefully concealed from the people all the defeats and dis¬ 
graces their arms had received from the Perftans , made the 
moft extravagant rejoicings on this occafion ; and, though 
we have no authentic account of that war, but what they are 
pleated to tranfmit, it feemsPto be very certain, that Naiht 
Shah , at this time, failed in his invafion. 

The progrefs he had made, and the contradictory accounts 
publithed by the miniftry, but, above ail, the vaft numberot 

Oilman fubjects whom Shah Nadir had dtiven 10 Conjlantim 

pit, 
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th created fuch uneafinefs in the minds of the inhabitants 
of’that capital, that daily tumults happened, and great de¬ 
bates were held in the divan, whether the ftrepgth of the 

empire fhould be directed againft Shah Nadir , or againft the 
flyriIlian powers. The famous renegade count Bonneval , 
whoaffifted at thofe divans, under the title of the pafha Of- 
urn was of the latter opinion ; but the former prevailed. 
In the mean while, an account arrived, that Ahmed Pafha 
had revolted, and made himfelf matter of Baghdad , and had 
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w ,. Mefop 

Ahmed was then eighty years of age. 


and without children, but had a nephew who was a very- 
gallant officer, and the fhah engaged to fupport him with 
thirty thoufand Pcrftans. At this time, the war, which was 
raging in chriftendom, was the fubjedt of many ferious con- 
fiderations at the porte ; where it was firmly believed that 
the Ruffians, and the queen of Hungary , had fpirited up 
tfadir Shah to invade the Othman dominions. This induced Grand- 
the grand-fignior to act a part very different from the policy %nior of- 
of his anceftors, by offering bis mediation to the powers at fens his 
war, on pretence that their diffentions ruined the trade of mediation 
his fubjefts in the Levant. His vizier had a conference on to the 
the fame head with the Auflrian ambaffador, but neither of Chriflians t 
them found any encouragement to proceed in their offer of 
mediation. About this time, a mo 
at Conflantincple ; which raged for 



fire 


...to complete the mortification of theTurh , 

they received feveral very fevere checks from the Perfians in 
the year 1745. 

Ridiculous as the late offer of the fultan’s mediation was. Accepted 
tb t French took advantage of it; for, on the fifteenth of De- by the 
tember , that year, their ambaffador had a moft magnificent French. 
audience of the fultan ; and informed him, that his matter 
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of 


This 


procured him a very gracious difmiffion ; and the fultan, to 
lliew his pacific difpofition, recognized the confort of the 


Hungary 


Nadir 


whofe fituation at home rendered that meafure neceffary. He 
demanded that the grand-fignior fhould deliver up the pre¬ 
tender to his throne, and give one of the princcfles cf the 
Othman blood in marriage to his grandfon, with one of the 
principal frontier towns towards Perfia for her dowry, and 
liberty for the Perfians to vifit the tomb of Mecca on the fame 
footing with their own fubjedhs. The fultan had too much 
honour to agree to the firft demand j but, after fome nego¬ 
tiations, peace was concluded : by'which the limits of the 
itwo empires were to ftar.d as they were fettled in the reign 
iMoradW. and the Perfians were to enjoy equal privileges 
at Mecca with the Otbmans. Upon the conclufion of this 

important treaty, the fultan renewed his treaties with the 

courts 
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courts of Vienna and Rujfia ; by all which fteps, peace was 
not only reftored, but fecured, to his dominions. Soon after 
the Othman empire was delivered from its greateft fcourgebv 
the aflaflination of Kouli Khan. 

The Turkijh hiftory, after this, is barren of any great 
events till the fecond of May , 1748; when an ambaffador 
from the new fophi of Perfia had an audience at the porte: 
in which he confirmed the late treaty between the two em¬ 
pires. A time of profound peace with foreign powers is al¬ 
ways dangerous to the internal repofe of the Othman empire, 
and we now find feveral feditions prevailing at Conjlantinople\ 
by which fome of the great officers of the empire loft their 
Jives, and the fultan himfelf was obliged to fly to Adrianoplt, 
There he aflembled his army, and, at the head of the jani- 
faries, he attacked the infurgents with great vigour, and, at 
firft, with fome fuccefs. Next day, the infurre&ion grew 
to fuch a heighth, that the fultan was obliged to depofehis 
grand-vizier, and foon after to declare his brother’s fon, Ibra - 
him , who was looked upon to be an enemy to the Chrifiians , 
his fucceflbr in the empire. Thofe conceffions reftored the 
public tranquillity j to which the unfettled ftate of affairs in 
Perfia greatly contributed. This, however, was interrupted 
jn 1749, by the revolt of the pafha of Bafjora ; who attacked 
Baghdad^ and five ferafkiers were employed to reduce him; 
which they did with fome difficulty. 

At this jun&ure, we find Mr. Porter , who was ambaffador 
from England , complaining of fome engagements the porte 
had entered into with certain northern powers, to the pre¬ 
judice of the emprefs of RuJJia ; but the grand-vizier, whole 
name was Abdallah Pajha y allured him that the report was 
groundlefs j and that the fultan had only renewed his defen- 
five alliance with Sweden. On the twenty-third of December , 
1749, this vizier was depofed, and his feal given to Mcfmu'd 
Pajha , his kyehayah, whofe fentiments were as pacific as 
thofe of his predeceflor. About this time, a proje<ft was fet 
on foot for erecting a woollen manufa&ory near Conjlanu- 
nople. 

In the beginning of the year 1759, the ftates of Barbary 
implored the prote&ion of the grand-fignior; who cautioned 
them not to provoke the maritime powersj but, at the fame 
time, recommended to the latter, that they would ufe their 
utmoft endeavours to prevent their fubje£ts from coming 
wilfully to any difagreement with the regencies of Barbary. 
Conjiantinople was, at this period, infefted with a number of 
wretches who fet fire to different quarters of the city, partly 
for the fake of plunder, and partly to bring about a revolu¬ 
tion j in which they muft have fucceeded, had it not been 
for the prefence and prudence of the fultan, who quelled 
the janifaries. It appears as if the government of the porte, 
nctwithftanding their pacific difpofitions, was this year 
obliged to keep the people in temper, by ordering their ar- 
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jicstomake feveral marches and counter-marches, as if they 
y been on the eve of a war with the two empires of Ruf- 
k and Germany. Notwithftanding this, the government 
'y the art to keep the janifaries on their fide ; and, the 
plague breaking out, the public tranquility continued during 
the year 17^1, in an almoft unexampled manner, if we con¬ 
fer the general difpofitions of the people towards a war. In 
W"} 1752, the people became uneafy with the ftate of affairs 
2t court, and obliged the fujtan to banifh both the.grand- 
ivizier and the aga of the janifaries, and to ftrike off the head 
of the chief eunuch ; whofe wealth amounted to the immenfe 
fum of ten millions fterling, including his jewels and dia¬ 
monds. The only crime charged upon thofe unhappy de¬ 
linquents, was their love of peace j and even the muf ti was 
put to death on the fame account. It is hard to fay what pre¬ 
vented the grand-fignior from gratifying his people in this 
refpeft, efpecially as the European powers were but juft re¬ 
covering from a long and bloody war. 

His prefervation, at this time, probably was owing partly Earth- 
to the earthquakes, plagues, and other calamities which then quakes, 
afflifled the empire, and made impreffions on the minds of fires, and 
the fuperflitious Othmans ; and partly to the add refs of the infurrec« 
aga of the janifaries, who, by the prevailing afliftance of dons, 
proper donatives, kept that formidable body quiet. In the 
eginnirjg of the next year, the authority of the fultan was 
fo well re-eftablifhed, that he ventured to banifh twenty-two 
members of the divan to different places, becaufe they had 
declared for war. This feverity renewed the mumurs of the 
janifaries; upon which a refolution was taken to affemble a 
ody of fifty thoufand men to oppofe the progrefs of prince 
Heraclius , who had become very powerful - in Perfia ; and, 
that a body of janifaries fliould march to quell the Tartars of 
Oczakow, who had mutinied. About the fame time, a vaft 
number of diftant pafhas were fummoned to the divan at Con - 
jhniinople , to deliberate on the operations of the enfuing 
campaign. The minifters of Great-Britain , Vienna , and 
Ru/Jia, demanded the reafons of the vaft armaments making 
throughout the empire; but they received no fatisfa£tion: 
and three ferafkiers being fent to command in the Krtm , the 
Ruffians made no doubt of the ftorm falling upon them j and 
prepared themfelves accordingly. Nothing, however, was 
more foreign than a war to the intentions of the fultan. All 
he did, was to fubdue fome rebellious mountaineers on the 

frontiers of Perfia , and to give orders for marching and coun¬ 
ter-marching his troops. As a proof of his pacific difpofi- 
tion, when a Maltefe renegade, who had been an engineer 
on that ifland, prefented him with a plan of its fortifications, 
he threw it into the fire ; and, in a fiiort time, the warlike 
humour of the people blowing over, the public tranquillity 

burned, and the emperor refufed to receive anypropofals for 

breaking 
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breaking it. He thought proper, however, to give orders 
that his troops (hould be held to a Uriel difcipline, and fre¬ 
quently exercifed. 

Towards the end of the year 1753, the Britijh and R u ff m 

miniflers had an audience of the grand-vizier on the affairs of 

Europe ; and that minifler afTured them, that his maffer did 
not intend to interfere in any differences among Chriftiai 
princes which did not affe£l the glory or profperity of the 
Othman empire. On the fixteenth of March , next year, on 
a report of the grand fignior’s health declining, fome com¬ 
motions happened among the janifaries ; but they were ap. 
peafed by the punifhment of the ring-leaders, and, upon the 
recovery of the fultan, all was quiet. On the Ax teen th of 


ptembe 


Ot 


His death 


and cha¬ 
racter. 


the fhocks being repeated for feveral days. Three minarets, 
or towers, were thrown down at ConJiantinopIe y for which the 
Othmans had a particular reverence, on account of a tradi¬ 
tion, that, when they fell, their empire was near an end. 
The confternation of the people, on this occafion, was fo 
great, that the fultan was obliged to come to ConJlanlinty\t x 
from a country-feat, to encourage and reaffiire them. 

On the thirteenth of December following, the grand-fig 
nior, fultan Mohammed , died fuddenly of a At of an aftma, 
about one o’clock; and, at three the fame morning, his bro 
thcr, OfmanWl. notwithftanding the former appointment, 
was proclaimed his fuccefior from the minarets of the 
mofques ; and the Britijh ambaflador was the firft foreign 
minifler who was admitted to congratulate him after his in 

auguration. 

The deceafed fultan appears to have been a prince of un 
common qualifications and addrefs in managing the turbulent 
f’piritof his people, which had been fatal to fo many of his 
an cello rs; and his reign, upon the whole, muft be confidered 
as happy and glorious; and himfelf was one of themoftfor 
tunate princes, cfpeciaiiy during his lafl years, that had ever 
filled the Othman throne ; and OJman , fenfible of the difadvan 
tages he was under in fucceeding fo greafca prince, began hi* 
reign by diflributing immenfe treafures among thejamiaries 
and the army, and by giving the miniflers of the Chrjjlm 
powers the flrongclt afTurances that he would maintain his 
brother’s pacific fyilem. 
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Ofman III. 

S ULTAN Ofman , according to public report, was the Accefllon 
fon of fultan Mojlaja , by a young Hungarian lady, who of Ojman 
had been prefented to him by pafha Heken , one of his gene- 111 . 
rals in that country ; and who being alive at the time of his 
acceilion, was, for that reafon, preferred to the vizierlhip ; 
from which, however, he was foon depofed ; though, among 
the fultan’s firft meafures, he had degraded and banifhed his 
grand-vizier Mojlafa Pafha , who before appeared to be his 
favourite; but, notwithftanding four bankers were tortured to 
make them difcover where he had placed his riches, no more 
than fifty thoufand chequins could be difcovered. 

About the beginning of this fultan’s reign, no fewer than 
fifteen thoufand houfes were deftroyed at Conjlantinople , and 
upwards of one thoufand perfons perifhed in the flames. 

Very little interefting matter appears during the remainder of 
fultan Ofman 1 s reign, which feems to have been employed in 
preferving the tranquility of his empire by martial appear¬ 
ances, to keep his people in temper; which was the more 
eafy, as the European powers were fo far from (hewing any 
difpofitions to provoke him, that they treated him with all 
the deference which the Othman pride ex pedis or requires. 

Ofman III. died on the twenty-eighth of Oftober, 1757, in 

the fifty-ninth year of his age; and he was fucceeded by his who is 

brother Mojlafa III. who was born in 1723. Having no fons, fucceeded 

the people began to be very uneafy about the fucceflion; by Mojia - 

and io dangerous a ferment arofe in Conjlantinople , that a re-/« III. 

volution was apprehended ; efpecially when his brother Ba- 

jazet produced a fon whom he laid he had by a woman during 

his confinement. As this was pointing out to the emperor a 

fuccefl'or, he gave orders for his brother’s head to be taken off; 

but the latter was befriended, not only by the populace, but 

the great officers of (late, and the execution was prevented. 

In this reign, a Turkijh (hip of the line, called The Otto- "is <I uar " 
mn Crown , being mattered by the Chriflian flaves on board, rc ^ 
was carried into Malta y where the prize was divided among ^ 
the captors. This was complained of by the fultan, as be- knights of 
ing a moft lawlefs infult upon his flag ; and he made fuch Malta. 
preparations for war as indicated that he was refolved to ex¬ 
tirpate the order. This alarmed the emprefs-queen fo much, 
that, for fear of embroiling hcrfelf with the porte, (lie gave 
orders, that none of her fubje£ts, who were knights of Mal- 
to, fhould repair to the defence of that ifland. Other Chrif- 
tian powers thought themfelves equally interefted not to 
provoke his fublime highnefs; and it is probable that the 
knights mutt have been left to defend themfelves, had not 
th t French king, with great prudence and delicacy, bought 
the (hip, and fent it to Conjlantinople guarded by Britifo 

cruizers. 
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cruizers, as a prefent to the fultan, who declared himfelffa* 
tisfied with that attonement. 

Since then, the Othman empire has afforded no matter of 
hiftory ; the prefent emperor invariably purfues the pacific 
fyftem of his two immediate predeceffors, and the Turkijh go. 
vernment feems to be fenfible, that their troops, by a long 
difufe of arms, mull be a very unequal match either for the 
Ruffians or the Germans j and, of late, they have been at 
great pains to cultivate a friendfhip with the king of Pruf- 
fi a > as a proper ballance againft the houfe of Aujlria. For 
that purpofe, towards the end of the year 1763, they fent an 
ambaffador, under the title of internuncio, to his PruJJm\ 
majefty, who received and entertained him with the higheft 

marks of diftinfiion ; nor, indeed, can he have a more na¬ 
tural ally than the Othman porte, fhould his differences be 
renewed with the houfe of Aujlria. Upon the whole, the 
Otlmans feem now to be emerging from barbarity, particu¬ 
larly in the cruel executions of the fucceffors to their empire, 
and many other ridiculous cuftoms» 
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RE AT part of that tra£l which is now called Ger - 
many, was included in the antient Gaul ; and, in the 
_ former part of this hiftory, the reader will find the 
various vicifiitudes it underwent during its government under 
the Romans. Germany pretends to the glory of giving to Eu~ 
rope its prefent fyftem of liberty; but whether it is properly 
of German extraction, is juftly to be queftioned. The Gothic 
conftitution may be traced to countries far north of Germany , 
and to ages long before the Germanic empire had an exiftence. 
Germany was the intermediate fpot between the feats of the 
barbarous nations, as they are called, and Italy , when they 
over-ran it; and the Goths and Vandals , moft of them the an- 
ceftors of the modern Tartars , with a mixture of the Danes , 
Swedes, and Pomeranians, and the inhabitants of the country 
now called Mecklenburg! , or JVandalla , imported their laws 
and conftitutions into Italy, and other fouthern countries ; 
where they flouriflied till they were choaked up by the papal 
power. The emperors of Germany, as will be illuftrated in 
the fucceeding hiftory, long refilled that execrable tyranny 
over the temporal, as well as fpiritual, interefts of mankind ; 
and therefore their Gothic conftitutions remain more pure 
than any on the continent. As to the time when they took 
place, it cannot be traced ; for it reached as high as the ex¬ 
iftence of the Celts , when hiftory ends in fable. It is certain 
that the Romans themfelves had many forms of proceedings, 
particularly in the cafe of juries, exaClly correfponding to 
the Gothic (or what isfometimes called the Saxon) conftitu¬ 
tions ; which, at this very time, form the balls of the laws 
of England', and that the Rosnans could have them only from 
the Celts. If they remain more pure in England than even in 
Germany itfelf, it is owing to its fituation as an illand. 

It would be idle and unentertaining for us to give a parti¬ 
cular hiftory of Germany from the moft early ages, becaufe 
we have nothing to trull to for its veracity, but what is to 
he found in Greek and Roman writers. It is ncceftary for us, 
however, to conne< 5 l it llightly with that of the Roman era- 
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vided his empire under the denominations of Eaftern and 
Weftern ; which were often governed by different princes, 
as may be feen in the former parts of this hiftory. Before 
his death, which happened in the year 337, he left the for- 
jfter to his fon Conjiantlne , and the latter to his other fon 

Conftantius. . . , , , . . ,, „,. 

Cortftantine invaded his brother s dominions, and loft his life 

at the the battle of Aquileia. Conjiantius then finding himfelf 

foie emperor of the weftern empire, affumed that title, butloft 

his life by Magnentius. He was defeated by Conjiam , the only 

furviving fon of the great Conjlantine , who thereby became the 

heir of his father’s undivided empire. From this time, to the 

year 397, the weftern and eaftern empires were often fepe- 

rated, but were reunited under Theodofius , who divided them 

before his death between his two fons, Arcadius and Hono- 

rins : to the former was allotted the eaftern empire, and to 

the latter the weftern. The irruption of the northern na- 


na- 


iguifhed the race of the Cafe 
Pepin , king of France , havini 


ff 


nimieir cnurciy liuui au y 

fo that the heads of it were rather dependents upon him; and 
he left his dominions to his fon Charles the Great , who fuc- 
ceeded, in time, to the power of the weftern emperors; and 
we (hall therefore conftder him as the firft emperor of Ger¬ 
many. 



<fhe Reign of Charles the Great, emperor of the Wejt, 


P epin 

his fon 


his father’s death, was twenty^five 
every refpe&, an extraordinary man. 


m 


Though 


from the lownefs of his ftature, was called the Little , Charles 
was feven feet high, well proportioned, ftrong, and his per- 
fon fitted to bear all the fatigues of the field. It is doubtful 
whether his ruling paffion was ambition or religion ; but he 
had the art to make each in its turn fubfervient to the other. 
He was brave, magnanimous, and politic beyond any prince 
of his age ; but he feems to have been endowed with thole 
qualities for the ruin of mankind ; becaufe he was fuperih 
tious and ignorant, though he is fuppofed to have been one 
the moft learned, not only of the princes, but men, of that 
age. By the death of Carloman , Charles became the iole 
matter of the French monarchy, which included a great part 

of Germany , though his brother left a fon, whole mother car 

1 t-• _ c __ Defide r ” J <- kinffiOi 


Lombardy. All the northern part of Germany 
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Saxony, anc * the Saxons were idolaters in the moft grofs fenfe 
of the word. _ Their country comprehended a vaft extent of 
territory; being bounded, on the weft, by the German Ocean j 
on the eaft, by Bohemia ; by the fea on the north ; and, on 
the fouth, by French Germany. The part that lay towards 
the Teas was called Wejlphalia ; the Eajipbalians had their ha¬ 
bitations on the borders of Bohemia, in the countries now 
called Mijnia, Lufatia, and Silejia ; and the Angrians inha¬ 
bited the countries that bordered upon France. The govern¬ 
ment of thofe Saxons fubje&ed them and their neighbours 
to infinite inconveniencies. Their territory was divided into 
feparate dukedoms, marquifates, and counties ; but without 
any principle of union againft a common enemy : for every 
chief was independent. Charles pretended that the Saxons 
owed him tribute, as fovereign of French Germany. The 
&wwwrefolved to live free, and, though they had none of 
the improvements of life, unlefs the feeding their flocks may 
be deemed one, they preferred their barbarous idolatry to 
Charles's more favage Chrijlianity ; upon which he entered 
their country with a powerful army; and his hiftory, as em¬ 
peror of Germany, commences at this period. 

Witikind was the chief prince of the Saxons , and the ancef- 
tor of moft of the princes who now govern the northern parts 
of Germany ; but, though he is ftiled, in general, duke of 
j Saxony, yet he only pofl'efled a large portion of that country; 

| and all his pre-eminence arofefrom his martial endowments; 
which induced the Saxons , in time of war, to make him their 
commander in chief. The Abodrites , a nation of Saxons , 
then held the dutchy of Meclenburgh , and its adjacent terri¬ 
tories, and were governed by a king of their own, who, 
having fubmitted themfelves to pay tribute to Pepin and 
Charles, proved ufeful allies to the latter ; and he fometimes 
prefided in their meetings, and even brought them to pro- 

mife not to moleft the miffionaries he fliould fend amoneft: 
them. & 


■ In 770, Charles - pa fled his Chrijlmas at Mentos, and bis 
Softer at Heritjlal\ circumftances that, unimportant as they 
feem, form diftinguifhed aeras in the hiftories of thefe times; 
becaufe, on fuch occafions, the fovereign prince appeared 
m all the grandeur of his royalty ; was furrounded by his 
nobles, who then paid him their homage; and, if any one 
was abfent, he was immediately fufpeefted of difaffection : 
for which reafon fuch meetings were called Plenary-courts. 
Charles, at that time, was powerfully follicited by the pope, 
and fome of the Italian ftates, to pafs into Italy, and to deli¬ 
ver them from the tyranny of Dejiderius , or Didier , king of 
Lombardy ; the fame who had given refuge to his brother’s 
Wife and fon. Though Charles, for that, and other, reafons, 
which ftiall be mentioned, was extremely intenr upon this 

yet he thought it impolitic to undertake it before 

he had chaftized the Saxons , and confummated a marri; 

W.VIII. 
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which had been propofed to him, with Hildegrade , daughter I 
to Hildebrand , duke of Suabia . I 

In the year 772, Charles entered the country of the Saxons \ 
with a powerful army, in confequence of what had been re- 
folved on in the diet of Worms ; and, at firft, defeated his 
enemies in feveral encounters : but a mod dreadful drought 
happening, he durft not venture to leave the river Lippa be. 
hind him ; and there he halted for three days : but, accord- 
ing to the fuperftitious authors of that time, a miraculous 
fupply of water fell from the mountains ; and then upon his 
advancing towards the We/er , the Saxons were fo aftonifhed 
at the warlike appearance of his army, that they offered to 
fubmit to him : but nothing lefs would content Charles thn 

the abolition of their idolatry; and he marched to Eref- 
hurg, near Paderborn , where they were flrongly entrenched, 
though without walls to defend them, or fuch as wereverv 

flight. b 1 

Here was the temple of Irminful , or, as others fay, of the 
goddefs Tanfana , mentioned by Tacitus. The Saxons de¬ 
fended this poft with great obftinacy, and Charles loft a con* 
fiderable number of men in forcing it ; but having gained it, 
he mod barbaroufly put all the inhabitants to the fword, and 
flew the priefts of their idols upon their own altars. It is 
laid that Charles* s army was, for three days, employed in 
deftroying this temple; which was as facred among the 
Saxons as that of Jerusalem was among the Jews ; and, that 
there was found within it an immenfe trealure in gold and 
filver. He then advanced towards the Wefer ; and the Sax- 
ons , feeing it in vain to refill, fubmitted to give him twelve 
hoftages for their future obedience. It is more than proba¬ 
ble, that Charles would not have accepted of this fubmiflion, 
had not the Hate of his affairs in Italy abfolutely required bis 
prefence there; but, before he left their country, he gave 
ftri& orders for erecting certain forts to bridle the inhabit¬ 
ants. 


Didicr, next to Charles, Was the raoft powerful prince 
then in Europe , and Charles had married his daughter Her- 
mengard. As religion, perfidy, ahd treachery, in that age, 
went hand in hand, Charles no fooner heard that Didier had 
humanity enough to protect his brother’s widow and orphan, 
than he repudiated his queen, on pretende of her having an 
hereditary leprofy; a ridiculous charge that had beeniug- 
gefted to him by the pope. Charles found fome difficulty in 
perfuading his nobility, then the moll free of any in the 
world, to enter into an Italian war; but having made an offer 
of accommodating matters amicably with Didier , who re¬ 
jected all his advances, he perfuaded them that he was forced 
into the war. This he did in a general afiembly which he 
held at Geneva , where he complained fo pathetically of the 
pope’s opprefiions by Didier^ and the haughtinefs of the lat¬ 
ter, that his nobles unanimoufly concurred in his paffingjb* 
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Ms at the head of a powerful army.. Didie? continued to 
perfecute the popes, and Adrian I. had been Abut up by him 
within the walls of Rome j after .Didier had Stripped him of 
all his other dominions. The latter was not infenfible of 
Charles ’s power and military character, but he trufted to the 
unwillingnefs of the French to pafs the Alps and the places 
which he had fortified in the mountains, by which he hoped 
to retard the march of Charles till he could completely extin- 
guifli the papal power. . 

Charles divided his army into two columns ; the one was 
commanded by himfelf* and the other by duke Bernard , the 
natural fon of Charles Martel , who forced the paflage of 
Mount St. Bernard\ whilft Charles penetrated into Lombardy 
by Mount Cenis * This was not done without prodigious 
difficulty; and, had not a panic feized Didier *s army* 
Charles muft have been obliged to return. While Charles was 
defending into the plains of Lombardy, Didier {hut himfelf* 
up in Pavia , as his fon Adalgife did in Verona. Charles , un* 
derftandin? that duke Hunalde . of Aauitain . his old enemv. 


Didier 


Adalgife i n Verona 


Adalgife 


defpairing at laft of being fuccoured, made his efcape in the 
night-time to Conjlantinople. The unhappy widow of Carlo- 
man , with her two Tons, fell into the hands of the conqueror. 


and were never more heard of. 


Charles 


ders for continuing the blockade, or fiege, of that city, 
marched to Rome with a ftrong detachment of his troops. 
The pope would willingly have difpenfed with his vifit, but 
the artful behaviour of Charles , and the vaft appearance of 
devotion which he aflumed, captivated all ranks of the Ro¬ 
mans to fuch a degree, that the pope’s fenate and the people 
arefaid to have joined in offering to him the fame fovereiga 
power as the former emperors had over them and their city, 
and to have confirmed it by a folemn decree publifhed by 
Adrian. Charles , however, was contented with the title of 
king of Italy and patrician of Rome, which had been aflumed 
by the kings of Lo?nbardy\ and he not only confirmed, but en¬ 
larged, his father’s donation to the pope. 

This vifit, the particulars of which are varioufly repre- 
fented, being over, Charles returned to the fiege of Pavia ; 
which, during his abfence from it, had made but a very 
fjnall progrefs : but the plague raging within the place, Di- 
djer, after a fiege of fix months, was obliged to give it up. 
The only favour he could obtain was the preservation of his 
own life ; and he rfied a monk at Corbie , or, as others fay, 
at Liege ; but fome affirm that he was beheaded. Be this 
as it will, it is certain that in him ended the kingdom of 'he 
Lombards ; and Charles caufed himfelf to be crowned at Pa- 
v,a king of Italy, with the iron crown which w*s ufed by 
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of Italy from the power of the Lombards'* but lubjetted the 

people to what was, perhaps, a worfe tyranny; the papal 

dominion; which may be faid to date its greatnefs from 

that iera. He emancipated the old Italian nobility from their 
fubie&ion to all the Lombard government; and, except- 
ing the provinces which he reftored to the pope, he invefted 
them with as much independency as his ownfupenority could 


admit of. 


mu oi. , x . . . 

His moderation was, perhaps, greatly owing to the ac- 

he had received from Germany of the dilpoiitions 

• m /• a * A 1 * * 1 


counts nc Urt u iov.w«v.t» ~ ’ r y rr r a 1 * • 7 ”' 

the Saxon princes were making for re-aflerting their inde¬ 
pendency, which obliged him to return to Germany. They 
had already made incurfions into his French dominions, and 
were preparing to retake Ere/burg ; which they actually ef¬ 
fected before he returned from his Italian expedition. 1 hey 
likewife took and demolifhed the fort which he had erected 
there and carried a very great booty from his fubjeds in the 


arniv 


?/b 

Tli 


appu-iacii ui .- ■■■' j - . 0 , 

exafperated Charles fo much, that he entered Saxony at three 
different places, and, asufual, butchered the defcncelefs in¬ 
habitants. , . , . , . ... 

■ Hifforians, in general, lay, that, when he returned, ms 
army was laden with plunder ; but, at the ame time, they 
have represented the country as being void of every thing 
that could incite cither avarice or ambition for any purpolc 

but that of conquefr. , , „. . ,. „ n 

In May y 7^4, he held an afiembly of his nobies at Dmcn ; 

where it was'agreed to profecute, to the utmoft, the baxm 

He then puffed the Rhine , and again took polieilion of 

• * • n il * i 1. .. « ^ « nnn millflfr 


war. 


the 


rf/?ur<f* «i»v* vuivi i—.■ * - * • 

efer 9 he completely defeated the Saxons , who were 

drawn up on the oppoiite banks. One divifion of his army, 

however, was cut off by thofe barbarians ; and a revolution 

which was threatened in Italy determined him once more to 

accept of their fubmiffion, after he had built a new, but 

ftronrer, fortrefs at Ercjbnrg. Not fatisfied with this, he 

tranfported into France and Italy about twenty thouiando! 

the chief Saxon families ; and obliged the remainder 


fw 

miffonaries. 




monaries. , , c _ • j. 

By this time, the Italian princes began to cabal for »ndfr 

J . . « \ i _ ___ J Uvt flrfsjim . will 


pendency ; in which they were encouraged by Ailcfgff 

itill refided at Couftantinople , where he afterwards died, in 
archbifnop of Ravenna quarrelled with the pope a , • 
temporalities : the great feudatories whom Char, es n 
Italy , let up claims of fovereignty j and the duke of* 
was in the field at the head of an army. ThcvaflexpediJO 

of Charles in his marches, broke in pieces all their ichem 



357 


OF THE WORLD. 

The duke of Friuli was defeated and put to death ; the au¬ 
thority of Charles reconciled all differences between the pope 
and the archbifhop of Ravenna ; and, having put the French 
^arrrifons into the chief fortreffes of Jtaly , he returned to 

I ‘Germany , in the year 77 6, after an abfence of no more than 

four months. 

A zeal for idolatry, and a love of liberty, continued to and are 
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ts garrifon nurr.e- b ^Charles 


rous; fo that the Saxons were obliged to raife the fiege with 
^reatlofs, juft at the time when Charles arrived in Germany. 
‘The certainty of his arrival being known, the Saxons again 
fubmitted ; and Charles , after ordering new forts to be railed, 
and frefli precautions to be taken, paffed the winter at He- 
x'ijlal. On the return of the fpring, he again entered into the 
heart of Saxony , where Witikind had made frefh efforts to re¬ 
cover the liberties of his country ; and he ordered the Saxon 
leaders to meet him at Padcrborn , in IVejlphalia ; which ma¬ 
ny of them did, and there renewed their fubmifiion to Charles 
in the moft folemn manner j but JVitikind fled to Denmark. 
Charles then ordered the fortrefs of Erejburg to fcc rebuilt, 
and bridled all the country of the Saxons with forts and gar- 
iifons. 

Charles very properly affedfed great fplendor in his pacific 
appearances among the Saxons ; and, when he held his diet 
at Paderborn , which he did through neceffity, peihaps, ra¬ 


the Europ 
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nue, imploring his protedlion, in his own name and thofe of 


his friends, again ft /lbderame , 


Mojlenii king of Sp 


<Jh , or rather the 


Charles’s ambition was flattered by 


this application. He granted the Moflcni s requeft, and 
inarched into Spain at the head of an army. One divifion 
of it entered into RouJJillon , while he himfelf, marching by 
the way of Navarre , took Pampelona and SaragoJJa , and re¬ 
ceived the homages of many Mojlem emirs and governors, 
whom he reinftated in their pofts. 

In repaffing the Pyrenees , the rear of his army was attacked who is 
and defeated ; and the vaft plunder he and his army had ac- defeated 
quired, fell into t*he hands of the Gafcons> his enemies. This in his re¬ 
defeat, which is fo famous both in romance and hiftory, hap- turn from 
pened near Roncevaux , and was fatal to Roland , or Orlando ; Spain. 
who is faid to have been related to Charles , and was incom¬ 
parably the greateft of modern legendary heroes. Notwith- 
ftanding this great lofs, in which many of his braveft officers 
were cut off, he continued his march to France ; where he 
quelled fome commotions that had happened during his ab- 
encej and then, once more, let out for Saxony, where all was 


'gain in confufion. JVitikind returning from Denmark had 
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headed a general infurre&ion ; expelled the bifliop and the 
Chriftians from Bremen ; and, if we are to believe the hifto. 
rians of Charles , had been guilty of many barbarities, ft 
was no wonder if thofe naked pagans, without arms or di- 
fcipllne, retreated before Charles ’s well-armed veterans. He 
v purfued them, came up with them, defeated and butchered 
them ; for he ordered his troops to give them no quarter. He 
then held a diet at Herftal ; where his nobility (for he now 
afte&ed the dominion of all Gaul and Germany , in their ut- 
Legifla- nioft extent) made a molt fplendid appearance. Here he 
tion ar.d ena&ed feveral laws, ftill to be found in his capitularies; 

policy of and, indeed, if we confider the education of Charles , his 
Charles, ambition, his cruelties, and the genius of the people he had 

to deal with, his legiflation, in general, is admirable. After 
this, he took a tour through great part of Saxony , and once 
more received the homage of the natives ; whom he obliged 
to give hoftages for the fafety of the Chrftian miffionaries he 

was to fend among them. 

It is unjuft to believe that mere motives of religion ftimu- 
lated Charles to thofe horrid barbarities which he infli&ed 
upon the unhappy pagans. He was refolved to be their 
fovereign, and knew no other way of humanizing them, or 
bringing them into the habits of civil life, but by making 
them Chriftians ; fo that, in fa&, introducing Cbriftianity 
among the Saxons by Charles, was no more than his en¬ 
forcing'a police that was to i*nder them peaceable and ufeful 
fubjedts ; and the maffacres he committed, he looked upon 
as only cutting off fo many brutes, who were incapable of 
fubmitting to civil-government. Having fettled his affairs in 
Saxony , he returned to Franconia ; where he made prepara¬ 
tions for another expedition into Italy, which was again in 
confufion through the intrigues of Adalgife , who ftill re¬ 
gained at Conftantinople. , 

The Greek emperor, in 780, flill held the kingdom of Na¬ 
ples, where he had a governor who joined fome of the great 
Lombards in oppofing pope Adrian. Charles marched to the 
relief of the pope, and took with him his wife Hildegradt , 
with his two younger fons, Pepin and Lewis', who being bap¬ 
tized by the pope, Pfpj n was crowned king of Lombardy , and 
Lewis of Aquitain. The reputation of Charles was then fo 
high, that all divifions and fictions funk before him; and the 
Lombard lords outvied one another in their profeflions of loy¬ 
alty. Charles diffembled with all; paffed his winter at Pa- 
via ; and, upon his return to France , he left his fon rcpi'U 
with a council to affift him, at Pavia , in his kingdom. Be¬ 
fore his departure, he concluded a treaty with the Greek em- 
prefs Irene j promifed his eldeft daughter in marriage to the 
emperor Conjlanti tie VI. reconciled Adrian and the governor 
of Naples 5 and left the Italians , to all appearance an united 
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Upon his return to France , he fettled his other fon, Lewis , Duke of 

at Orleans ; and fummoned Tajjilon, duke of Bavaria , to pay Bavaria 
homage to hirafelf and the young king; which Tajfilon , tho* fubmits to 
much againft his nature, was obliged to comply with. him. 
Charles, in imagination, now enjoyed fecurity for himfelf 
and family; and refolved once more tovifitthe Saxons in 
perfon, but at the head of an army. Having paffed the 
lippe, he was waited upon by the kings of the Normans , or 
Banes, as they are now called ; the Huns , and the Abodrites\ 
and Charles readily promifed them his friendftiip, provided 
they refrained from all hoftilities on his fubje&s. Returning 
to France, Witikind again appeared among the&?j«w; whom 
heperfuaded, with very little difficulty, that Chri/lianity and 
flavery were the fame; and, in an inftant, thofe barbarians 
were in the field with fuch arms as they could procure. Wi - 
tikind gave out, that this was to repel an inroad of the Scla- 
vmians. This pretext being foon dete&ed, Charles fent four 
generals againft the Saxons ; but three of them being jealous 
of count Thieri, the fourth, ralhly attacked the enemy and 
was defeated. To repair this misfortune, Charles advanced 
with a fifth army, and joining that under Thieri , which was 
intrenched on the banks of the Wefer, he marched into the 
heart of Saxony, and the Saxons again Submitted to him, lay¬ 
ing all the blame of the rebellion upon Witikind , who, they 
faid, was fled to Denmark. Charles , on this otcafion, was 
guilty of unparalleled barbarity “ If Witikind is fled,” faid His 
he, w his accomplices are hereand, immediately fur- butchery 
rounding the Saxons , he ordered four thoufand five hundred of the 
of them to be feized, and their heads to be cut off, in cold Saxons . 
blood, before his face. 

This butchery is the more remarkable as it happened after 
Charles began to cultivate a connexion with Alcuin, arch- 
bifliop of York, Willebrod, probably a Scotch or Englijhman, and 
feveral other learned divines and fcholars of that age, and 
valued himfelf upon the progrefs he made in letters. The 
barbarity he had committed did not anfwer his purpofe, for, 
in the year 783, the rebellion of the Saxons , if it can be 
fo called, became more general and more obftinate than ever. 

This year, his fecond wife, Hildegrade, died in April, 

Charles, after celebrating her funeral, put himfelf at the head 
of a frefh army, and made his head-quarters at the fort of 
h'rejburg j while the Saxons, under Witikind ,^and another 
chief, who is called Albion in hiftory, were divided into two 
bodies; one polled at Ticmel, in Wejlphalia , and the other 
near the river Hajis. 

The campaigns during this and the two following years, 
prefent but one continued feene of butchery. Charles ad¬ 
vanced with his two eldeft Tons, at the bead of his army, into 
the heart of the Saxon country, mowing down the inhabitants 
wherever he went, but without converting them; and he 
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foon Taw himfelf in danger of being a fovereign without fub- 

jeCts. 

He fpends In the winter of the firft campaign, he married Fajlrade 

threeyears daughter to the duke of Franconia ; and next year he recoin* 
in fubdu menced his barbarities in Thuringia , but not with the fame 
ing them, fuccefs as before, as the barbarians were now become more 

cautious, and did not venture to attack him, as before, in 
great bodies. Charles having fome intimations of a con* 
ipiraey being formed again# him in Thuringia , returned to 
Erefourg , and gave the command of his army in PFeJlpha - 
lia to hTs fon Charles. His name being lefs formidable than 
that of his father, he was attacked by a great army of the 
Saxons , of whom he killed feventeen thoufand, and com¬ 
pletely defeated them. 

The hiftory of Charles , at this period, is fomewhat dark; 
nor do we clearly perceive the nature of the dangers with 
which he is faid to have been furrOunded, by confpiracies 
and other machinations. It feems, however, to be pretty 
certain, that he was either tired of the war, or apprehended 
himfelf to be in danger; and that he refolved to alter his atro¬ 
cious conduct. He fent for fome of the chief of the Sam 
prfoners, and, after foothing them in terms of great affe&ion 
for themfelves and their countrymen, they agreed to find out 
Witikind and Albion, and to perfuade them to appear in per- 
fon before Charles , who, they faid, was ready to take them 
into his protection and friendship. The chiefs demanded 
hoftages for their fafety ; and Charles , who was then holding 
a diet at Paderborn , fent Almafin , one of his chief minifters, 
with the hoftages that were demanded ; and furnilhed them 
with the proper arguments to perfuade the Saxons to embrace 
Chriftianity. 

Witikind This negotiation feems to have taken up fome time ; for 
and Albion Charles * during its dependence, had returned to France ; 
fubmit to where, at Attigni fur I'Aine , the two Saxo?i chiefs (Albion is 
him. called duke of Friejland ) prefented themfelves before him. 

Charles received them with grea’t politenefs, and, even, ap¬ 
pearance of affection ; commended their patriotifm and love 
of liberty, and allured them of his friendlhip and prote&ion. 
In fhort, the chiefs were converted and baptized ; and IVi- 
tikind never again gave Charles any difquiet. It is faid that 
he returned to Saxony , where he was highly inftrumental 
in converting his countrymen to Chriftianity. 

Charles Saxony being thus quieted, Charles had leifure to reduce his 
rebuilds open and fecret enemies both in France and Germany ; and, 
Florence, palling into Italy , he ordered the walls of Florence to be re¬ 
built ; and was everywhere received, by the common-people, 

as the father and deliverer of the Italian ftates. Very differ- 

ent were the fentiments of the pope and the great feudatories, 

who perceived now that they had a fuperior, who was in a 

condition to make them anfwer for their horrid opprelffons 

and 
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snd abufe of power. They endeavoured to diflemble their 
difquiet; but Charles faw through all their intrigues. Are- 

tf e duke of Apulia and Benevento ; and Tajfilon , duke of 
Bavaria ; had married the two fitters of Adalgife, who was 
jlilf protected by Irene ; and, by his means, they had been 
able to form a fecret confederacy of the Italian princes againft 
Ckiles ; to which even pope Adrian and the Romans were 
privately not averfe. Charles was perfectly well apprifed of 
this • and, being poffeffed of proper proofs, he laid the whole 
before the fenate of Rome , and defired the members to advife 
him how he was to proceed. The moft guilty were for the 
jevereft meafuree, and the duke of Apulia , at laft, was forced 
to implore the pardon of Charles ; which he granted, on 
condition of his fending his two Tons as hoftages for his fide¬ 
lity : and this the duke was obliged to comply with. But 
Charles generoufiy fent back the eldeft fon to his father, and 
give the younger an education fuitable to his birth j but, at 
tiiefame time, he obliged the inhabitants of Benevento to take 
an oath of homage to his ambafladors. During the whole of 
this tranfa&ion, the pope, and the other great feudatories, 
were continually folliciting Charles for favour to the duke of 
Bavaria. 

Charles, upon his return to Germany , aflembled a diet at Confpl- 
Wom:, after refufing to give his daughter in marriage to the racy 
Greek tmperor. He perceived that the confederacy againft againft 
him reached farther than he, at firft, apprehended ; and that him, 
it extended over great part of Germany , as far as the banks of 
th e Danube and the Drove ; where the Huns , and the other 
northern nations who had been fo terrible to Rome , were 
then fettled. His danger feemed to encreafe his adtivity. He 
advanced with his army to the bank of the Lech , and ordered 
the Aujlrians , the Saxons , and the Lombards , to enter the 
territories of the confederates by different quarters ; fo that 
Tajfilon , finding himfelr hemmed in on ail fides, privately re¬ 
paired to Charles’s camp, threw himfelf at his feet, and, upon 
profdiing his repentance, was again pardoned. Soon after, 
he relapfed, by entering into new intrigues with the Huns 
and Adalgife but they were difcovered to Charles , who gave 
orders for him and his fon to be arrefted ; and they were, by 
the diet, condemned to lofe their heads : but that fentence 
was remitted, and they were ftiut up, during their lives, in 
a convent. 

The detection and punifhment of Tajfilon did not extin- in Ger- 
guifh the confpiracy. The Huns , the Sclavonians , and the many de- 
other barbarians in the confederacy,, armed againft Charles ; feated. 
and were by him twice defeated with prodigious Daughter. 

Grimoald, the fecond fon of Aregife , was then a hoftage with 
Charles ; while his father had joined Adalgife who was at the 
head of an army in Italy. Here Charles exhibited a noble proof 
of his magnanimity. He gave the command of the firft divi¬ 
sion of his army to Gr.imoald , on the fuppofition that he would 
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grateful for the vaft benefits he had received from him, th 
it was well known that the young prince’s mother had 
great fway over his affections ; and, at the fame time, he 
gave him his father’s forfeited efface and title. T 
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vain that the friends of Charles endeavoured to difluadehim 
from givingGrimoald fo important a command, which thefe. 
quel, however, proved him to deferve. Adelgife, chiefly thro' 
his valour, was entirely defeated in Calabria ; and all hopes of 
Tranqui- reviving the Lombard kingdom were dropped. Charles receiv- 
lity of ing the news of this defeat, returned immediately into Ba* 
Charles , varia ; and now, for the firft time, he breathed, after the 

toils of war were over, the fweets of peace ; and employed 
his leifure in laying the foundations of civil empire; in mo¬ 
delling theconftitutions, the manners and government of the 
various nations over whom he ruled, and, above all, inim- 
preffing his fubjeCts with a fenfe of religion, and giving his 
courtiers, generals,. and ftatefmen, a tafte for literature. 
For this purpofe, he allotted the greateft part of his time to 
the company and converfation of the moft learned men that 
the age produced, whom he fpared no pains or expence to 
bring to his court; and whom he employed in making the 
neceflary extracts and compilations for the fchemes of his 
civil and legiflative policy. But the truth is, Charias appears 
to have had a genius far fiiperior to the moft learned and in¬ 
telligent men about his court; whom he employed chiefly in 
jnftruCting him in matters of antiquity, till he fhould acquire 
(which he in time did) fufficient knowledge in the dead lan¬ 
guages to judge for himfelf. 

difturbed. Some commotions broke in upon the tranquility of Charles's 

government at this glorious and happy period of his reign. 
The Arabs, or, as they are called, the Saracens, the greateft 
and the moft polifhed people then in the world, made irrup¬ 
tions into France ; and the Saxon pagans renewed their com¬ 
motions : but all of them were eafily quieted by Charier, 
who gave the government of Bavaria to count Gerald , 2 
prince of great virtue, and brother to his fecond wife Hilde - 
grade. Part of the numerous nations that are diftioguifoed, 
in general, by the name of Northern , and more particularly 
under thofe of Huns, Sclavonians, Goths, Vandals, Abodrites, 
Abates, and many other diftin&ions, acknowledged Charles 
for their mafter; polfibly becaufe he was beft able to proteft 
them from the refentments of the others, who mortally hated 
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barbarians to incredible extremes ; nor could all the maffa- 
cres which Charles, whofe dominions now reached to the 
Baltic, committed amongft them, keep them in fubje&ion. 
He endeavoured to form a kind of a militia of the natives 
who acknowledged themfelves to be his fubjeCts, by which 
he might counteract the other barbarians ; but, as moft of 
them were ftill pagans in their hearts, this expedient feems 
to have proved ineffectual. He, at the fame time, con- 

. ftructed 
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ftru^ed bridges upon the Elbe, and other great rivers, for 
penetrating into their country; but no fooner did he return 

home, than they were again in arms. > # 

Of all thofe nations, the Huns were the moft determined His eight 

enemies of Charles ; and they a&ed with a degree of enthufi- years war 
aim in defence of their country; for they more than once with the 
obliged Charles to repafs the Rhine , and to return to Ratif- Saxons, 
y me . w here he held the chief feat of his government in 
Germany . Eight whole years, from 790, were employed in 
thofe wars. Charles , or his generals, every fummer entered 
t| ie countries of the barbarians, and put numbers of them to 
thefword. Sometimes they made a fhew of fubmiflion, but 
winter no fooner came on, than they were again in the field, 
and recovered all they had loft. In the campaign of 792, 

Charles purfued them as far as Raah , upon the Danube ; but 
difeafes breaking out among his troops through their fa¬ 
tigues, he was obliged to return to Ratijhonne , and to leave 
the barbarians in poffeflion of all the country he had over- 

rU f n 793, he ordered his favourite general, Tbiery , who the 
Jail campaign had commanded one of the divifions of the ar¬ 
my, and was afiigned as tutor in the art of war to young Pe¬ 
pin, Charles's eldeft fon, to take the field at the head of an 
army of Frifons and loyal Saxons , againft'the Abares and the 
Runs , the inhabitants of the modern Auflria and Hungary. 

Thiery found that the progrefs^of Charles , during the pre¬ 
ceding year, inftead of daunting, had exafperated the barba- 

rians. 

As we are now writing the hiftory of Germany, we fhall, 
as far as poffible, confine our narrative to that country. The 
enemies of Charles (perhaps becaufe they were fo) are every¬ 
where reprefented as lawlels barbarians j but whatever ad¬ 
vantages the troops of Charles might have over them in ar¬ 
mour and difcipline, it feems to be certain that they made a 
glorious ftand in defence of their liberties. As they were the 
defendants of the antient Celts , they retained the manner 
of fortifying their country which was pra&ifed by their an- 
ceftors; in cutting ditches, and forming lines, to a moft 
amazing extent; which they fortified with prodigious beams 
of timber, as defcribed by Cafar , and other hiftorians, to 
have been in ufe amongft the antient Britons. With regard 
to the civil arts of life, all we know particularly in that re- 
fpeft is, that they had amongft them a jurifprudence, courts 
of juftice, and different forms of fucceffion, according to 
the different conftitutions of their fcveral tribes; but we 
know of no confufion or wars that this diverfity occafioned; 
for every tribe appears to have been unmolefted in the enjoy¬ 
ment of their modes of property and freedom. We are not, 
at the fame time, to forget that their country is one of the 
faicfUnd moft fruitful in Europe j that they were in poffef- 
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lion of the fpoils of the Roman empire; and, that they eon. 
fequently were pofleffed of vaft riches, not only in cohj an j 
bullion, but in plates and the moft precious moveables. I a 
ihort, before the invafion of Charles , they were thought t 0 
be. the moft contented and happy people in the world. But 
they were pagans, and therefore they were to be plundered 
enflaved, and maffacred. * 

Thiery , as we have hinted before, found them inarms- 
and they were fo well prepared to receive him, that they de! 
feated and deftroyed his army. The news of this difafter ar¬ 
rived at the time when Charles had juft received accounts that 

his affairs in Spain and Italy were in the utmoft confufion; 
but having fent proper orders to his fons and generals there, 
he applied all his cares to quell the Germans and Hum . He 
entered their country with frefh troops, and the virtue of the 
barbarians proved their fcourge ; for Charles declared that 
they were fo brave a people, it was an a£c of devotion to 
.force them to be Chrijlians. The refiftance they made was 
brave, but ineffedlual ; they were unequal to regular troops 
and generals who were animated by enthufiafm, as they were 
by liberty; and, at laft, a decifive battle was fought at Ra- 
ab , in Hungary ; where Charles loft two of his belt generals; 
Henry , duke of Friuli ; and Gerard, governor of Bavaria \ 
but obtained a complete vi&ory. Above fixty thoufand bar¬ 
barians, as they are called, were killed, befides chiefs and 
generals; and Charles remained abfolute matter of their coun¬ 
try. The fpoils he got are faid to have been immenfe, and 
he fettled the fineft part of their lands upon churches and re- 
ligious foundations, without forgetting the officers and fol- 
diers who had ferved in the expedition. 

While Charles was thus victorious in one part of German, 
Godofred , the king of Denmark , and i'everal other leaders, 
mitigated by the Saxons, who never had been reconciled to 
his government, broke into Friczeland and th e Lower Saw:;. 
Their progrefs was fuch, that it is hard to fay what wouid 
have been the event, had not the fon of Godofred conlpircd 
with fome of his father’s domeftics, who Itrangled him, to 
revenge his having repudiated the prince’s mother. Upon 
his death, Charles eafily recovered the countries he had over¬ 


run. 


About this time, or, perhaps, a little before, a natural fon 

of Charles , called Pepin the Humpback , confpired in Italy wiin 

fome French and Germans ; but the plot being difeovered, 

fome of the confpirators were put to death; and Pep: a v/is, 

by his father’s order, fhaved, and {hut up in a monaitr'/. 

This is faid to have been difeovered by a prieft at Rai ijbonne ; 

and fome fay it was difeovered by Arnold , a Lombard prince. 

The reft of the year 794, and part of 795, was (pent by 

Charles in introducing into Germany great numbers of Frank 

families, to be incorporated with his new pagan fubjeeb, 

whom he pardoned on condition of their admitting Cirnjlm 

miffionarics 
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million aries to convert them, and giving hoftages for their fu¬ 
ture good behaviour, and that he fiiould be at liberty to dif- 
oofe as he pleafed of one third.of their army. 

" ^his convention was in force no longer than the terror of 
, is arms hung over their heads. The hatred they had for 
the Abodrites , who profeffed themfelves to be Chrijlians , and 
were employed by Charles to fubdue them ; his introduc¬ 
tion of Frank colonies to take poffeffion of their country ; 
the maflacres and plundering his armies had committed; all 
confpired to revive the ftruggles of thofe pagans for their li¬ 
berties and to revenge the barbarities of Charles. He there- He depo- 

fore gave them up to the fwords of his foldiers, commanded pulates 
by his fon Pepin , king of Italy , who cut in pieces above Germany^ 
thirty thoufand of the Abares. Upon the whole, there is not 
in hiftory an inftance of a more inhuman tyrant than this 
military propagator of Chriftianity , who had all the great 
qualities of a Jenghiz Khan , a Tamerlan , and the other illuftri- 
ous monfters mentioned in the foregoing parts of this hiftory; 
and was equally inhuman towards thofe who were of a dif¬ 
ferent faith, or who valued their freedom above their lives. 

Even the Chrijlian hiftorians, who have been, at the greateft: 
pains to blazon his virtues, have never been able to;tranf- 
mitany juftinable grounds for the maflacres he committed: 
and, from relations, favourable as they are, which they have 
left us, there is reafon to believe, that Germany has not, to 
this day, recovered the depopulations his army made in that 


country. 

All the time that Charles was thus butchering his cotem¬ 
poraries, he was bufy in providing for the happinefs of po- 
fterity. He now chofe for his refidence Aquis-Granum , fince 
called Aix-la-chapelle ; which he moft magnificently rebuilt 
or repaired. He formed the noble project of uniting the 
Danube z nd the Rhine , and of interfering the inland parts 
of Germany by canals, for the benefit of commerce and the 
conveniency of travelling. But the bufmefs of ambition did 
not fuffer hirn to put thofe glorious projects into execution; 
and none of his fucceffors in the German empire have had 
either the genius or the power of purfuing^hem. In his re¬ 
ligious charadter, he was as defpicable as he was dreadful in 
his military, and great in his civil, capacity. He kept four 
hundred bifhops fitting in a council, bare-footed, to difpute 
upon ridiculous points of faith ; he oppofed, with warmth, 
theemprefs Irene in the points of image-worfhip, and re¬ 
jected all alliance with her, though fhe offered him her per- 
fon and empire. But the condudt of Charles towards the fee 
of Rome was entirely unaccountable, and fhews his weakeft 
fide. 

Though, upon thediffblution of the Lombard government, 

he had aifedted, under the title of patrician, to be abfolute 

lord of Rome , to which he was encouraged by the Romans 

themfelves, who had been difgufted by the Greek emperor ; 

and, 
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and, though he even was proud of that dignity; yet Charles 
laid the .real foundations of the papal power, which after¬ 
wards proved fo fatal to his pofterity. Having eftablifted 
pope Adrian ift his dignity, he admitted his legates to the firft 
feats in the council of N'tcea , which Charles himfelf had called' 
he omitted no opportunity of contributing to his greatnefs • 
Death of an d 5 when that pope died, in 705, Charles is faid to have* 
the pope, honoured his memory by componng fome Latin verfes in his 

praife. 

Leo III. fucceeded Adrian , and gave notice of his ele&ion 
to Charles ; who, in the letter he wrote in anfwer, com¬ 
mended him for his obedience and fidelity. Leo , at the fame 
time, prefented him with the city ftartdard ; and defired him 
to fend a proper minifter, in his name, to receive homageof 
the Romans. This was difagreeable to them ; and they had, 
in a tumult raifed on that account, almoft murdered his ho- 
linefs, whom they fcarcely looked upon as a private citizen. 
He efcaped their fury by what was looked upon as a miracle, 
and he fled to Charles at Paderborrt. Though the latter was 
then employed in the moft important concerns, he feems to 
have poftponed every confederation to give fatisfa&ion to his 
holinefs. 

_ ■ 

Charles Upon fome new commotions of the Saxons , he had fent 

marches for his fon king Pepin out of Lombardy , and put him at the 
into Italy, head of his armies. At the fame time, he held a dyet of his 

* vaflals and great nobility on the Elbe j and the king of the 
Abodrites , who was a vaflal to Charles , was murdered by the 
pagans as he was repairing to it. Charles , upon this, charged 
his fon to give the rebels no quarter ; and they were next to 
exterminated. All who remained were, by Charles, planted 
tipon the maritime coafts of Holland and Flanders j where 
they did him excellent fervice againft the Norman pirates, 
who then infefted the European Teas. Immediately after this, 
he made an hafty fettlementof his affairs in Spain and France 
and, having fent back Leo under a guard to Rome, in 799, 
he called a dyet, or aflembly, at Mentz ; where he concerted 
meafures for a grand expedition into Italy ; and then, as the 
fummit of his ambition, he intended to aflame the authority 
and title of emperor of Rome. 

where he It was eafy for fuch a prince as Charles , backed by a nu- 
iscrowned nierous party amongft the Romans themfelves, and by ail 
emperor, more numerous army, to fucceed in this. Upon his arrival 

at Rome , he held an aflembly of all the principal nobility 
and inhabitants, who cleared the pope of all the charges that 
had been brought againft him ; and then he was, with vaft 
pomp and formality, crowned, by the appellations of Charles 
Augujhts , emperor of the Romans. Charles , who well knew 
the impreflion which exteriors make upon a people, omitted 
no piece either of civil or facred pageantry upon this occa- 
fion. He was faluted, and acknowledged as, emperor by the 
pope and all his nobility j his picture was expofed in public; 
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to jugujlus ho joined the title of Cafar-, he wore not only 
thedrefs, but the badges, of the antient Roman emperors, 
even to the taking an eagle for his devife, or armorial bear- 
j n g j but to this eagle he gave two heads; intimating that he, 
in fail, confidered himfelf as the head of the eaftern, as well 
as of the. weftern empire ; but the two heads were difufed by 
fomeof his fucceflors. Amidft all this profufion of grandeur, 

Charles affe&ed a fingular modefty, and even to decline the 
honour that was done him j pretending, that, had he known 
what was defigned, he would not have appeared in public. 
Notwithftanding this felf-denial, it is certain that Charles 
was (o fond of this dignity, that he never would fuffer it to 
be omitted in his titles; and, ever after, he infilled upon its 
being bellowed upon him; and, that he Ihould be conlidered 
as being upon an equality with the Greek emperor. If we 
examine his right to that great honour, we lhall find it to be 
founded upon conqueft and the confent of the Roman people, 
who, being no longer under the prote&ion of the Greek em¬ 
perors, were at liberty to chufe Charles to defend and govern 
them. As to the power of the pope to confer fuch a dignity, 
it is juftly to be defpifed; it not being his to confer: and he 
afted, in the whole tranfa&ion, only as the head agent of 

the people. ^ , 

Charles , however, was as kind to the pope as if he had His gene- 

been folely indebted to him for his new dignity. He con- rofity to 
firmed to him his father Pepin*s gift of the exarchate and fee the pope, 
of Ancona, to which he added various other territories; but 
Hill with a refervation of the imperial fovereignty to himfelf 
and his fucceflors. 

Upon the return of Charles to France , he found there an 
aflembly of ambafladors fent from various Hates and prince* 
to congratulate him upon his new dignity : particularly from 
Scotland, Morocco, Perjia , and Conjlantinople itfelf; from 
whence the eaftern emperor, Nicephorus, fent him a ceffion 
of the titles of emperor of the well, Ceefar, and Auguflus. As 
we are now writing the hiftory of Charles only as the head 
of the Germanic empire, we lhall omit what relates to him as 
king of France. His power feems to have been confirmed by 
his new dignity ; for he was, in a manner, all powerful onr 
the continent of Europe , from Benevento in Italy, to Bavaria 
in Germany. But, while he was thus at the fummit of his 
glory, and forming his empire, by his laws and inffitutions, 
to peace, order* and regularity, the Danes, Normans, and 
Sams, took atttih again!! him, about the year 803. This 
War carried Charles, for the eighth time, at the head of an 
army, into the country of the Saxons ; where, inllead of 
putting them to the fword, as ufual, he tranfplanted vaft 
numbers of them to Flanders, Provence, Switzerland, Italy, 
and even Rome itfelf; and fettled the Abodrites , who had been 
faithful to him, in the Saxon country. This expedient 

proved fuccefsful, and the Saxons ever after continued quiet. 

Charles 
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Charles then advanced with his army towards the Elk, to 
oppofe Godfrey , king of Denmark, who had got together a 
large fleet to invade Charles’s dominions. This war ended 

in a treaty of mutual forbearance and friendfhip. 

Deaths of About this time, two of Charles' s fons, Pepin and Clark 
the chil- died; the one at Milan, the other in Bavaria. Their deaths' 
dren of with that of a beloved daughter, funk deep into the.fpirit of 
Charles. Charles ; and, in a few years after, Godfrey , king of Den¬ 
mark, who proved to be the.moft dangerous enemy Claries 
ever had to deal with, broke into the country of th zdbedrites 
which he conquered, and hung up one of their princes; but 
retired in the winter to make preparations for renewing his 
invafions in the fpring. Charles was then at Aix-la-Chaikk 
and, being well acquainted with Godfrey's martial abilities 
and vaflr power, he gave way to another treaty being fet on 
foot. That proving abortive, Godfrey threatened to lead his 
arms to the gates of Aix-la-Chapelle) but he was prevented by 
the diverfion which the generals of Charles gave him acrofs the 
Elbe ; where they gained many advantages, and carried the 
war to his frontiers. Godfrey, in the mean time, was not 
idle. Leaving a large army to fupport the Sclavonians in their 
revolt againft Charles , he embarked a great body of land- 
troops on board a fleet of two hundred fail; by which, all of 
a fudden, he reduced the iflands on the coaft of Fricjlanii 
from thence he invaded the continent, where he carried all 

before him. 

Charles , who was then at Aix-la-Chapelle , raifed a nume¬ 
rous army, with which he marched to oppofe Godfrey, who 
being aflailinated by one of his guards, was fucceeded by his 
fon, a perfon of lefs turbulent temper; and a ceflation of 
arms being agreed upon, the Danes reimbarked on board 
their (hips. 

who In the year 810, Charles , with confent of his fon Lewis, 

makes king of Aquitain, declared Bernard,'the. infant fon of Pepin, 
Bernard king of Italy , though illegitimate, his ^father’s fuccefforin 
king of that kingdom. He had, at this time, three great armies on 
Italy. foot; one of which lay on the other fide of Che Elbe to watch 

the motions of the northern nations ; while another acted 
againft the barbarians on the fide of j Pannonia, or Hunger]) 
and a third in Britany. 

He pro- Being fenfible of the defencelefs ftate of his fea-coafts, he" 
vides a gave orders for fortifying them. The multiplicity of his af- 

marine. fairs, and fatigues (notwithftanding the incredible vigour of 

his conftitution) and the age of 70, had brought infirmities 
upon him ; for which reafon he affociated with himfelf into 
government his fon Lewis at Aix-la-Chapelle. This was done 
in a molt magnificent affembly of thofe nobles whom he con- 
fulted on all great occafions, and whole confent gave a fanc- 
tion to his laws. To them he declared his fon Lewis, and 
his heirs, his fuccefiors in the imperial dignity ; and he was 
jecognized accordingly, and proclaimed emperor. After 

en tering 
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entering upon the exercife of that high office, he returned 
to France i where his prefence was neceffary; while his fa¬ 
ther applied himfelf to fettle the civil and ecclefiaftical affairs 
0 f his vaft dominions, which were enlarged two thirds fince 
his father’s death. He gave the city of Ulm to the monks, 
and fettled all his temporal concerns in Germany with great 
equity- 

He had, by this time, provided a Efficient marine to op- Hisdeath 
pofethat of the northern nations; and he had ftationed a fleet * 

at Boulogne ; but, about the middle of January , 8r4, he felt 
himfelf feverifh ; and his diforder turned to a pleurify, which 
carried him off on the twenty-feventh of the I '.me month, 
aged feventy-eight year's ; having reigned, in France , forty- 
eight years, four months, and four days; in Italy , about 
forty years; and fourteen in the empire. He had made his 
will fome time before his death; in which he ftiled himfelf 


Cceft 


Ingoljladt 


te countries from Spain to 
Pepin : and France , from 


confines of Brandenhurgh ; to his fon Charles: but the two 
laft princes died before himfelf. This will was made fome 
years before his death, and it is faid he made another much 
more in favour of Lewis. He was buried at Aix (where he 
had built a chapel, from which it is now called Aix-la-Cha - 
pile ) with great funeral-pomp. When he died, he left 
many noble plans unfinifhed ; particularly with regard to his 
marine; which, however, he had very conliderably im¬ 
proved. 

Authors have been greatly divided with regard to the cha- and cha* 
rafter of Charles the Greats for fuch he certainly was. All ratter,, 
agree that he had an uncommon genius both for arms and 
government; and nature pointed him out, by his endowments 
both of body and mind, as the mailer of that great empire 
which he inherited or * ' ’ ~ 


cquired ; but, in other relpe&s, his 
chara&er is doubtful. Though he was the author, not only 
of the civil, but the ecclefiaftical, government of his domi¬ 
nions ; it is not eafy to defend him with regard to his bro¬ 
ther’s widow and family. When he married his wife Defide- 
rata, daughter to Dedier , king of the Lombards , he is laid to 
have had another wife alive; a pra£lice not uncommon in 
thofe days : and his repudiating .that lady, on account of the 
humanity her father (hewed to the widow and children of 
his brother Carloman , is an indelible (lain upon his memory; 
especially as, without any regard to their rights, he caufed 
himfelf, on Carloman’ s death, to be crowned king of AuJlraJia. 
h'o encomiums can be made on the chaflity of Charles ; for, 
befides wives, he entertained an abundance of concubines ; 

according to the rude Chriftianity that prevailed in thofe 
days, and fome remains of -v 
wives of an inferior order. It is therefore a difficult matter 
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to afcertain the number, or rank, either of his wives or con¬ 
cubines ; and, confequently, of his legitimate or illegitimate 
iflue ; for it is certain he gave the fame education to both. 
He was, as we have already hinted, paffionately fond of 
learned men and learning ; in which, if we believe his hi. 
florians, and confider the rudenefs of that age, with his own 
avocations to war and bufinefs, he made a very furprifing 
progrefs. There is too much reafon to believe that Charles 
according to the barbarous bigotry of the times, thought that 
all crimes might be atoned for by an unbounded liberality 
to the church and churchmen; which he accordingly exer- 
cifed. 

In his private deportment towards his minifters, courtiers, 
and his own family, he was amiable beyond defeription. 
In his nature he was open, generous, and unfufpe&ing. 
Though a great ceconomift, he appeared, on folemn oeca- 
fions, with prodigious magnificence and fplendor; fothat 
the princes of the continent, fome of whom had great terri¬ 
tories, took akind.of pride at appearing in his parliaments or 
diets, and in being ranked among his vaflals. Though affa¬ 
ble, he knew how to maintain ftate to the full. His appli¬ 
cation to bufinefs of every kind was exceflive, and he was 
grateful for all fervices done him ; but it was remarked that 
he feldom beftowed different offices on the fame perfon. He 
is juftly accufed of inhumanity towards the Saxons and pa¬ 
gans, whom he fought to convert to Chrijlianity by the power 
of the fword. If an apology can be made for him, on this 
head, it mufi arife from the woful prepoffeffions of the times 
of ignorance and bigotry in which he lived; and which often 
rendered the extinction of the human fpecies, whorefufedto 
be ChrtjVtans , meritorious in his eyes. But we {hall have 
farther opportunities of mentioning this great man. 


2 . Lewis the Debonnair. 


T HIS prince was in Aquitain when he heard of his fa¬ 
ther’s death, but he immediately haftened to Aix-la- 
Chapelle. During his father’s life-time, he had behaved fo 
well towards his fubje£ts, and eftablifhed fo wonderful a re¬ 
formation among them, that Charles was often heard to thank 


God 


He was born in the 


year 778 ; and he had married Ermengarde, the daughter of 

/? // (Xtl£Y/lflflj T /*’* reo In 


Hejhai , in the diocefe of Leige. In 


other refpe&s, he was thought to refemble his father in all 
the accompli foments of body and mind, and to be but little 
his inferior in either. Upon his acceffion, his empire was 


1 Denmark', on 
Mediterranean , 


Adnat 


> 


I 



37i 


OF THE WORLD. 


Adriatic, and the Pyrenean mountains ; and, on the eaff, by 
the Vi/lula and the Teijfe: fo that he fuceeeded to a much 
oreater extent of territory than any prince fince his time has 
ever poffefled in Europe. 

Upon his acceffion, being apprehenfive that his nephew, 
Bernard , king of Italy, would create him fome trouble, he 
difpatched an army, under the command of his generals 
Baldener , Waldener , Landbrecht , and Jungbrccbt; who were 
to take poflelfion of Aix-la-Chap elk till his arrival. They 
were oppofed by Hatiuin , mayor of the palace in the late 
reign ; who killed one of the generals, hut was himfelf de¬ 
feated and killed in his turn. Lewis arrived at Aix thirty 
days after, and foon began to aifeover fymptoms of a difpcfi- 
tion very different from what the world thought him pof- 

felfed of. . . « 

After he had been again proclaimed emperor, and given 
audience to the ambafladors of foreign princes, he received 
the homage of the duke of Benevento ; who was to pay him 
annually feven thoufand crowns of gold, as a tribute for his 
dutchy : and then he ordered his nephew Bernard to appear 
before him, to do him homage for the kingdom of Italy. In 
the mean time, he fent his fon, Pepin , to govern Aqui- 
tain ; and Lothair , Bavaria ; and kept His third fon, Lewis, 
about his own perfon. After which, he feverely punifhed 
the accomplices of Hativm in the late infurre&ion. Bernard , 
Upon his arrival at Aix-la-Cbapcllc, found that many of his 
friends had, under that pretence, been put to death, or pro- 
icribed; but the emperor having confirmed him in his king¬ 
dom, he ftifled his indignation .at that time. Lewis , under 
pretence of reforming his court, and providing better for his 
fillers, Ihut them up in convents, and fent their male-fa¬ 
vourites to prifon. 

He then affembled a diet at Paderborn , where he received 


intelligence of a confpiracy, againft the life of pope Leo , at 
kofne", which being difeovered, the pope had, by his own 
authority, put fome of the ring-leaders to death ; and this 
affion of his bolinefs was refented by Lewis as being an in- 
vafion upon his fovereignty. He ordered Bernard to repair 
from Paderborn to Rowe, and to fettle affairs there. In the 
mean while, pope Leo died, after making his fubmiffion for 
tyhat had happened; and Stephen V. who lucceeded him, 
immediately upon his elefilion, fet out tor France , where 
Lewis was, and crowned him emperor at Rheims ; the em¬ 
peror, for this mark of refpe&, forgiving all that had hap¬ 
pened, though the pontif had taken upon himfelf to ad! as 

pope, without waiting for the imperial confirmation. 

Lewis had penetration enough to lee the power of the He dif- 
church every day encreafing in his dominions, and that obliges 
churchmen not only affedfed to be independent of h;s go- theclergy. 
vernment, but, in right of their fiefs and abbeys confirmed 
by the late emperor, they headed armies of their own tenants 
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in the field, fometimes to the amount of ten thoufand; and 
they lived with all the temporal pomp of the greateft princes 
Lewis allembled a diet at Aix for regulating all kinds of 
abufes, both ecclefiaftical and civil; and efpecially to inhibit 
ecclefiaftics from meddling in temporal affairs, and wearim, 
gold, filver, and jewels upon their ordinary cloaths. This 
propofal, though reafonable in itfelf, produced a kind of 
combination againft Lewis among the ecclefiaftics; which 
went fo far as even to form a defign for depofing him, and 
to fubftitute another emperor in his ftead. The Italian clergy 
were the chiefs of this confpiracy, and they chofe Bcr- 
nard ', king of Italy , for their head. 

Rebellion About this time, he convened the ftates of his empire- 
and death and, in imitation of his father, who was very fond of feeing 
of Ber - his fons fovereigns in his life-time, be aflbciated his eldeftfon 
nard, king Lothair , in the empire; made his fecond fon, Pepin, kin?of 
of Italy. Aquitain and his third, Leivis , king of Bavaria. Bernard, 

king of Italy , had now made fuch a progrefs in the fchemes 
he had undertaken, that he had perfuaded moft of the cities 
and ftates in the kingdom to throw off their dependency up¬ 
on the empire; and being, as we have already feen, backed 
by a powerful body of the clergy, he obliged them to take,in 
oath of fidelity to himfelf. Bernard , in this, did not follow 
the dilates of his own ambition fingly ; the Italians , mi¬ 
neral, affected independency upon all German connections, 
and wanted a prince only of power and fpirit to head them. 
Bernard offered them his beft fervices for that purpofe, and 
railed an army, but they were afraid to fupport him. The 
emperor, Lewis , prepared to pafs the Alps with an army far 
fuperior to that of his nephew; who was fo terrified, that he 
difbanded his.forces, and, palling the Alps, threw himfelf at 
the emperor’s feet. Lewis refufed to determine his fate, and 
referred him, and the chief of his accomplices who furren- 
dered themfelves at the fame time, to the next meeting of 
parliament at Aix. There they were tried. Bernard and the 
bilhop of Orleans , with others of the ring-leaders of the re¬ 
bellion, as it was called, were condemned to fuffer death, 
Others, lefs culpable, loft their eyes, or were imprifoned for 
life. Bernard's fentence was commuted to the lofs of his 
eyes, but the operation being performed by an unlkilful hand, 
he died three days after it. 

Other re- Other rebellions broke out at the fame time. The Ah- 
bellionsin drites , who had hitherto been fo faithful to the houfeof Char- 
Germ any, Iemagne , revolted ; and Mormon , the count de Bretagne , a 

vaffal of the empire, declared himfelf an independent king. 
Lewis raifed an army, and, marching into their country, 
Mormon* s fubjedta murdered him. Lewis , upon this, de¬ 
clared Nomenon count of Britany. 

Soon after, as he was returning back to Germany , his em- 
prefs, Hennengraele , died ; and. proceeding to IleriJluU he 
found his German and Italian affairs in great diforder. One 
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$im had murdered Grimoald , and made himfelf duke of Be- 
rlvento ; but was pardoned and confirmed by Lewis , on ac¬ 
count of the rich prefents he made him. Linderif.\ the 
leader of the Huns , complained of the duke of Friuli ; but 
rccei/ed no fatisfaCiion from Lewis . The count of Gafconv 
revolted, but was defeated by the king of Aquitain - s and 
Sdaomir , formerly the prince, or leader, of the Abodrites , 
having called in the Normans to hisaffiftance againft the im¬ 
perial deputy, was likewife defeated ; and, both thefe rebels 
being taken, were, by the diet of Aix-la-Cbapelle , fentenced 
to die; but Lewis converted their fentence into exile. 

About this time, Lewis was fo much affe&ed by the death 
of his wife, that he fell into a ftate of melancholy, and ap¬ 
peared defirous of retiring to a convent. With fome diffi¬ 
culty, he was perfuaded to marry Judith , the daughter of 
Guelph, count of Ravcnjburg and Aldorf ; and a lady of 
fuch perfections both in mind and body, that fh.e obtained 
a complete afcendancy over her h,ufband. About the time 
of this marriage, Pepin , the emperor’s fon, king of Aquitain 9 
died. 

Lindcvit , already mentioned, whona fome call duke of and Hint* 
Sclavonic/) and who had large territories in Hungary , defpair - gary* 
ingof making his peace with Lewis , for having cut off a 
part of the imperial troops in their march to Italy, was, at 
this time, in rebellion ; but was defeated by the duke of Fri¬ 
uli ; and, being hunted from place to place, he was, at laft, 
put to death by a Dalmatian lord, with whom he had taken 
refuge. 

In the year 820, the emperor held a parliament of the 
French and German nobility at Tbionville ; where his fon Lo- 
tbair was married to Ermengarde , the daughter of a German 
count. About this time, Lewis exhibited many proofs of 
weaknefs, if not infanity. Though devout, even to fuper- 
llition, he quarrelled with the bifhops about their non-refi- 
dence; and he took into his confidence Adelard , abbot of 
Corbie , who had been the chief prompter of Bernard’s rebel- . 
lion; and was elder brother to Walla , one of the wifeft men 
in the empire, and a favourite with Charles the Great ; but 
who, being difgraced, had turned monk. Adelard not only got 
from Leivis the pardon of all his affociates in the rebellion of 
Bernard, but prevailed with him to fubmit to public penance 
for the death of Bernard ', and the feverity with which he had 
treated his natural brothers, whom he had banifh'ed to Ba¬ 
varia. The emperor fuffered Pafchal I. to impofe fo far up¬ 
on his good-nature, that he exercifed the papal funCliont 
without being confirmed by him ; but pretending to he in¬ 
dependent of the imperial authority, he thereby rouzed Lewis 
from his lethargy ; who fent his fon Lotbair into Italy with 
an army which over-run Pafchal , who invited him to Rome, 
where he crowned him emperor, and humbly retraced all his 

arrogant pretenfions. Upon the departure of Lotbair , how- 
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ever, from Rome , two noble Roman ecclefiaflics, Theodore and 
Z-o?, great (ticklers for the imperial intereft, had their eyes 
put out, and were beheaded in the pope’s palace. When 
the emperor was preparing to puni(h this flagrant infult upon 
his authority, the pope purged himfelf by oath from al[ 
knowledge of the murder, and the emperor was fatisfied, 
Etirctie II. fuccecded Pafchal ; and the Roman clergy, as 
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regular, that the emperor Lotbair was obliged, once more, 
to take a journey to Rome ; where he again confirmed the 



like ; which (wept off half the inhabitants of the empire. A 
diet, in the year 825, was affemhied at Nimeguen, upon the 
affairs of Brittany , which was frill in arms; but, by the vi, 
gour of the diet, thofc commotions were quelled; and Li- 
thair, having fettled affairs at Rome, met his father at Aix\ 
where, by the (fates, he was declared his fucceffor to the 
empire ; and then fent, by his father, back to Italy. The 
emperor now added to the kingdom of Bavaria , which he 
had given to his fon Lewis , Bohemia , Moravia , Hungary, and 
Vindmarch ; hut he 1 oft Catalonia to the Moors , and i\avam 
by an infurre&ion of the natives; and Her is It, a Cbrijlim 
king. 


Derm 


was driven 


put of his kingdom by a rebellion of his fubjedfs. Thcfuc- 
cefles of the Moors were chiefly attributed to the mifcor.duft 
of Lotbair and Pepin on the fide of Spain, 
tharles By this time, Judith , the emperor’s beloved wife, bad 
the Bald brought him a fen, who was baptized Charles. Lewis having 
born. difpofed of all bis dominions, the emprefs found great diffi¬ 
culty in providing for her fon ; which, at lad, was effected 
out of Lotbair’ s territories ; and the latter was obliged to 
fwear that he would b? the child’s guardian and protector. 
Afterwards he bellowed upon the young Charles ail that pa 11 
of Germany which is fituated between the Maine , the Rhine, 


Dam 


peror was entirely governed by his wife. 
The affairs of the empire, through th< 


SvuiJJt 
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Diffrac¬ 
tions of the emperor’s fons, eluecialiy Lotbair and Pepin, were, at 
the era- this time, in the utmoif diiorder ; and the emperor was him- 
pire. felf obliged, for the reformation of his empiie, to eitablnn a 
* court of enquiry ; the members of which were called n:pi 

head. It appears that the 


Walla 


empire was then divided into two parties. The one con¬ 
fided of the emperor’s Tons by his former marring'*, waft 
refented the difmembering their dominions to provide for 
young Charles. The other party was headed by the empre.s 
Judith. Walla having made a very unfavourable report (torn 
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the court of enquiry, concerning the emperor and his go¬ 
vernment, Judith prevailed with her hufband to fend him 
back to his cell; and to employ Bernard , count of Barcelo¬ 
na as his firft minifter, whom fhe was faid to be in love 
with, as he was with her, to the great fcandal of the public. 

Be this as it will, it is certain that Bernard , who was a man 
of great courage and abilities, under colour of fubduing the 
firetons, raifed an army, and fummoned Lewis , king of Ba¬ 
varia, and Pepin , king of Aquitain , to join it; but both of 
them united with the malecontents againft their father. 

Lewis was no match for this rebellion. His wife fled to a 
monaftery, and Bernard obtained leave to retire to his go¬ 
vernment of Catalonia. The emprefs was drawn from her 
convent by Pepin ; and (he promifed, not only to become a 
reclufe, but to perfuade her hufband to turn monk. Judith 
then went to her hufband, and, by her advice (his army 
having abandoned him) he demanded a conference with the 
nobles of his empire. An aflembly was accordingly held at 
Comp eigne i where he behaved with great appearance of con¬ 
trition, and promifed that his wife fhould turn nun. Adelard 
was at the head of this rebellion, but both he and Pepin were 
difappointed, for they imagined that the emperor would re- 
jign his throne to Pepin ; for, inftead of that, the aflembly 
was fo much affcdled by the appearance of diftreflfed majefty, 

that he was defiled to refume it* 

Soon after, Lothair, upon whom the malecontents chiefly The em* 
depended for fupport, arrived with his army; and, though peror 
he did not infill: upon his father refigning his empire, he prevails 
piaced about hi? perfon certain monks, who were inftrufted againft his 
to perfuade him to quit the world. Pepin and Lewis , feeing fons, 
that Lothair aimed at being foie emperor, retired with dil- 
guff to their own dominions; and Gombaud , one of the 
monks who had been placed about the pld emperor’s perfon, 
being gained over by him, fucceeded fo well, in exciting the 
public indignation at the imprilonment of Lewis , that the 
Hermans took his part againft his fons, and delivered him 
from his confinement. A general diet was held at Nimegucn , 
where the fenfe of the public was fo much in favour of Lew¬ 
is , that the heads of the malecontents were obliged to ab- 
fcond ; and Lothair himfclf, not only made his lubmiflion, 
but gave up the chiefs of his party; who, in a fubfequent 
diet, held at Aix, were punifhed as their crimes deferved ; 
fome by being beheaded, fome by excaecation, and fome by 
being drowned. Lewis then fent for his emprefs, but fhe 
had taken the veil ; and fome difpute was held, whether fhe 
could quit it without leave of the popej who declared that 
fhe might, as Hie had taken it againft her will. 

1 he empire was then in a woful condition ; the ern- 
peror's fons, who were as weak, but far more wicked, 
tnan their father, were at the head of all public treafon. The 
church was every day gaining ground in power and ternto- 
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rles ; fo that Germany feemed to be no better than an eccle 
fiaftical ariftocracy; and, in Italy, the papal power had a], 
moft extinguifhed the imperial. The emperor, by his wife’ 
advice, did the beft he could to oblige his Ions to returns 

their duty, and to unite among themfelves j but with littk 
effetft. She had recalled count Bernard to court, and hac 
been obliged to take an oath that nothing criminal had paflej 
between them. 

who again The recall of Bernard added to the court intrigues. Pcfk 
rebel. and Lewis were difgufted afrefh, as was alfo Gombaud the 

monk at not being made firft rninifter. The emprefs and 
her favourite held the reins of the empire with a firm hand. 
They obliged all who were concerned in the late commo¬ 
tions, to fubferibe to the partition of the empire in favour of 
young Charles. Lotbair was depofed from being emperor, 
but allowed to keep the empty title of king of Italy', and 
was obliged to promife to do nothing without his father’s al¬ 
lowance. 

About this time, a breach happened between count Ber¬ 
nard and the emprefs 'Judith ; and he privately reconciled 
himfelf to Pepin , who had been detained at court as a kind 
of prifoner ; but he now efcaped to his kingdom of Aqultdin , 
where he raifed an army, and the three fons again united to 
dethrone their father. Lewis raifed an army, and fummoned 
his nobility to affemble at Orleans ; but he no fooner fet out 
on his march, than he heard that his fon Lewis , king of 
Bavaria , had revolted likewife ; which obliged the emperor 
to change the place of the diet to Mentz. Lewis was not 
fupported in his rebellion, and he threw himfelf-at his fa¬ 
ther’s feet, who exacted from him an oath of future obedi¬ 
ence. Lothair feeing their treafons thus difconcerted, recon¬ 
ciled himfelf to his father at Frankfort ; and then the empe¬ 
ror marched againft Pepin, who, being in no condition to 
ftand his ground, furrendered himfelf, and was fent prifoner 
to Ft • eves , the emperor taking his kingdom of Jquitain into 
his own hands, and fettling it upon his youngeft fon Charles , 
who was then about nine years of age. 

Lothair had now returned to Italy , and, perceiving that the 
attachment of the Germans, by means of the ecclefiaflics, 
was every day growing ftronger towards the papal fee, lie 
found means, by the moft abje<ft fubmiffion, to gain over 
the pope, Gregory W. to his intereft ; and even to prevail 
with him to accompany him to Germany \ where he was in 
hopes the very name of a pope would create a general infur- 
reilion in his favour, which it actually did ; for the German 
ccclefiaftics, with Walla , who was now abbot of Corbie , at 
their head, declared for the rebels. Some of the German\>\- 
Ihops however (among whom was Drenx , bifhop of Mentz-, 
the emperor’s natural brother) kept firm to their allegiance, 
and reproached the pope, in the moft bitter terms, for abet- 
ing fo unnatural a rebellion. 

Lothair, 
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Lithair , at firft, pretended he was come at the head of his 
army to oppofe Pepin, who had efcaped from his guards and 
was again in arms ; and the pope, the better to deceive the 
emperor, had prefented himfelf as a mediator between him 

and his Tons. This intercourfe proved fatal to the emperor 
Lewis-, for the pope found means, during the negotiation, 
to debauch the imperial army to the fide of the filial rebels, 
on pretence of his being excommunicated. The emperor 
was weak enough, from the ridiculous reverence he had for 
the pontif, to contribute towards his own depofition; for, 
inftead of fighting the rebels, he threw himfelf into their 
hands. He was confined in their camp j his emprefs was 
fent a prifoner to Tortona, and his youngeft fon, Charles , to 
acaftle in the foreft of Ardenne. 

Matters being brought to this pafs, the three brothers be- Dilgrace- 
ganto difagree in dividing the fpoils of the empire; and ful pe- 
Leivis and Pepin retired to their refpe&ive dominions. Lo - nance of 
their, who pretended to fucceed his father as foie emperor, the em- 
fummoned together a parliament, of which the greateft part peror, 
wascompofed of ecclefiaftics, at Soijjfons, in France ; where 
one Ebboti, an archbifhop of Rheims, whom Lewis had 
elevated from theloweftftation to that dignity, was appointed 
to degrade his fovereign from the exercife of royalty. This 
ceremony was performed with circumftances that difgrace 
human nature. Lewis was obliged to kneel upon a hair¬ 
cloth fpread before the altar, after he had, by the archbi- 
fnop’s orders, furrendered up his fword, its belt, and his 
royal habit, and cloathed himfelf in penitential robes. A lift 
ofhis mifdemeanours was then produced, and he was obliged 
to read and acknowledge them. Among many other articles 
charged againft him, was his having fet out on a march on 
Jljl-iVedncfday, and fummoning a parliament on Holy-Thurf- 
iky The emperor performed his penance with the greateft 
meeknefs; nor did thofe haughty ecclefiaftics, or his unna¬ 
tural fon, in the procefs they made out againft him, deign to 
give him even the appellation of emperor. 

This infamous ceremony being over, Lothair afeended the 
imperial throne, and fhut his father up, without either the 
comforts or neceflaries of life, a prifoner in the abbey of St. 

Mcdard. A thoufand ftratagems were employed to induce 
him to turn monk ; but he bore all his mortifications with fo 
refigned a firmnefs, that the public were touched with his 
misfortunes. This, perhaps, was not a little owing to the 
weaknefs of Lothair, and the ill ufe which he made of his 
power. Even the monks exclaimed againft him ; and the 
bifhop of Mentz , together with count Bernard, at laft, pre¬ 
vailed with the king of Bavaria to take his father’s part. An 
army was foon raifed by the Bavarian, and it was joined by 
ita Saxons. Lothair w-as fo much detefted, that few of the 
wrnms joined him ; and Pepin added his forces to thofe of 
krevi of Bavaria. Lothair committed his father and brother 

Charles 
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Charles to the abbey of St. Dennis , and retired to Burgundy , 
whore- The father was re-eftablifiied on the imperial throne, but 
mounts not before he was recor.fecrated by the bimops ; and all the 
his throne, punifhment the traitor Ehbon met with, was the deprivation 

of his fee, and his making a public recantation. 

During thofe tumultuous tranfacbions, the northern na¬ 
tions, or Normans , as they were called, piratically infeed 
the coafts of the empire; burnt Hamburgh , and plundered 
Fricjland ; and obliged the Germans to buy their abfence by a 
fum of money. In all other refpecfcs, the empire mi;. ::: ; t ave 
been faid to be without any form of government. 1 a-medy 
this, the emperor ilfued out a commiflion of*reformv.i-.ui and 
refumptian of his ufurped rights. 

Intrigues Lotbair , who {till continued in Burgundy, feemed, atfirfl, 
of the cm- well difpofed towards his father’s re-eftablitbrnent on the 
prei's, throne; and threw all the blame of his lufFeiings upon the 

ecclefiaftics. But thofe appearances vanifhed when he was 
himfelf fupported by the French and Italian nobility, who 
hated the Germans. He retired to Burgundy, kept his army 
on foot, and more than once defeated his father’s generals. 
The emprefr ‘Judith was, by this time, returned to court; 
and, notwithstanding all that file and her family had fuffered, 
fine renewed her intrigues. Finding the kings of Bava¬ 
ria and Aquitain not very inclinable to enter into her views, 
for the aggrandizement of her fon Charles , file applied 
herfelf to Lot hair, who had been defeated in Burgundy 
by the imperial troops, and had thrown himfelf at his fa¬ 
ther’s feet, by whom he was received and pardoned with 
tears of joy. 

At this time, the emperor Lewis feerned, more than ever, 
to be confirmed in the imperial throne. He had returned, 
with his fons Lewis and Pepin , to Aix-la- Chapelle ; and held 
a parliament, with great fplendor, at Thionville ; where the 
accomplices of Lotbair , in his rebellion, had been feverely 
cenlured and punifhed. Lotbair made no refiftance to thofe 
proceedings, but fecretly firengthened hisintereft, whilehe 
was treating with the emprefs Judith. In this his power 
clafhed with that of the pope, who had on his fide many of 
the Italian nobility, and they carried their complaints to the 
emperor againfl: Lotbair s encroachments. The emperor pro¬ 
mised them redrefs, and proposed marching to Italy with an 
army ; but he was diverted from this defign by a frefli inva- 
fion of his dominions by the Normans , which he foon fup- 
preffed. 

who is op- The treaty between the emprefs and Lotbair being now at 
pofed by an end, file had recourfe to her power over her hufoand; 
the king and, no good und-erftanding fubfifting among his fons, he 
of Ba-ja~ ventured to declare his Ion Charles , who was then about 
ria. fourteen, king of Neuflria ; which comprehended ypfr 

Burgundy , Alface , Svjifterland , and Suabia ; Lewis, king c 

Bavaria, fubferibing the declaration. The death of P 
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king of Aquitain , who left two fons, Pepin and Charles , 
gave a new* turn to the affairs of the empire. Judith ufed 
|er influence with the emperor, her hufband, to call a diet 
2 t Worms, to deprive his grandfon, Pepin, of his father’s 
kingdom of Aquitain. Lothair was invited to this diet, where 
lie came with a very bad grace; but the emprefs pretended 
that flic was his friend, and offered her intereft towards pro- 
CU rin" him fome of Pepin’s dominions. In fhort, a frtfii 
partition of Lewis's empire was made. The king of Bava- 
n’tfoppofed this projed, and railed an army, as his father 
did another, with which he advanced within four leagues of 
Frankfort. The king of Bavaria, or, as he is fometimes 
called, of Germany, finding his authority weakened by the 
prefence of his father, fubmitted ; to the great difguft of his 
nobility, who refufed to agree to the ambitious fchemes of 
theemprefs, or to any partition of power that was to render 
them more dependent than they were. The emperor and the 
king of Bavaria flruck up an agreement that matters fiiould 
continue on the fame footing with regard to the kingdom of 
Germany. 

Frcfh troubles now darted up in Aquitain, where many 
pf the nobility were difguded at the injudice done to the 
young Pepin ; but the emperor over-ruled them, though 
Pepin's party refufed to deliver up that prince to his grand¬ 
father. The emperor paffed his winter at Frankfoi t, his 
Lent at Cohlentz, his Eajler at Conjlance ; and, in May, he 
went to Worms, where he was waited upon by his fon Lo- 
thair ; and here the lad partition of his dominions was made. 

It was agreed, that Lothair ihould be mafler of all Italy, and 
of the country from the Maefe to the Alps ; Lewis was tp re¬ 
tain the kingdom of Bavaria ; and Charles was to poffefs all 
that lies between the Loire , the Rhone, the Maefe , and the 
Ocean. 

In the mean while, the nobility of Aquitain chofe yourg 
Pepin for their fovereign; but the emperor fent him prifoner 
to Metz, and forced them to accept of his fon Charles. 

Lewis of Bavaria refented the late partition, and again put 
himfelf and his fubje&s in arms. Lewis, though now aged 
and infirm, took the field, to crufh this unnatural-fon, who 
had created him fo many difquietudes. In his march, he was Death 
attacked by a defluxion upon his lungs ; and an eclipfe hap¬ 
pening, it had fuch an effedf: upon his fpirits, that he was 
carried, for his recovery, to an illand in the Rhine ; a fpot 
which was thought to be peculiarly healthful. From thence 
be fent for his brother, the arebbifhop of Mentz, and other 
ccclefiaftics ; while the king of Bavaria, not daring to keep 
the field againfl his father, had retired to his own dominions. 

Lewis, by his will, divided histreafures and rich moveables 
?'nong his family, ecclefiadics, and the poor. He confirmed 
the donations of Pepin and Charles the Great to the church of 

Rome l and expired, partly by old age and difeafe, and partly 

through 
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through heart-break at the behaviour of his fon Lewis of 
varia , on the twenty-firft of June, 840. 

From a review of his life, we may pronounce, that nofo. 
vereign prince ever went through a greater variety of fortune's 
than Lewis did ; or had a greater variety of ingredients in his 
perfonal difpoAtion. Though he is called the Weak by fome 
authors, yet, when left to himfelf, he adled with great pru¬ 
dence and Aeadinefs, even during his moft bitter reverfesof 
fortune. He was a brave man, and an accomplifhed gene- 
ral ; and his misfortunes were owing to his fuperftition and 
the religious weaknefles of the times, which rendered him the 
reverfe of what he was by nature. His following the exam¬ 
ple of his father, in parcelling out his dominions among his 
younger children, was the fource of all his calamities; from 
which his patience, firmnefs, and natural courage, more 
than once delivered him : nor do we find that any of his re¬ 
bellious fons or fubjects were ever equal to him in the field. 
From the gracefulnefs of his perfon, and manner, he was 
Ailed the Debonnair. 


3 . Lothair. 

AccefTion T OTHAIR was furrounded with the enemies of his 

of Lothair. 1 j father’s government at the time of his acceflion to the 

imperial dignity. He arrived at Aix, and, by his proceed¬ 
ings, he foon ihewed to the world, that, as eldeft fon, he 
v/as refolved to be foie heir to his father’s dominions. Hav¬ 
ing forced the ftates of Germany to fwear obedience to him, 
his two brothers ( Lewis of Bavaria , and Charles the Bald, 
king of France ) began to make remonftrances upon his pre¬ 
cipitate conduct. He told them, that he had, in his father’s 
life-time, been raifed to the empire; that he was determined 
to maintain the right of his birth ; but he would fo farcon- 
defeend, as to fuffer his brother Lewis to poflefs Bavana, or 
Germany ; and his other brother, Charles , to hold France ; 
but both of them as vafials to his empire. The two brothers 
rejedled that condition ; upon which Lothair feized JFirm, 
and advanced with his army towards Frankfort. Lewis, the 
Bavarian , having now no longer the authority of a fatherto 
contend with, offered him battle; but a three month’s truce 
was concluded on. 

H is wars Lothair made ufe of this fmall interval in pradtifing upon 

with his the fubjedfs of his brother Charles ; and in making young 

brothers. Pepin , his nephew, fon to the deceafed Pepin , of Aquitam, 

fubfervient to his purpofes. Charles faw through his febemes, 

and endeavoured to divert him from purfuing them. He was 

aflifted by fome of his nobility ; but Pepin , the fon cf Bcr- 

nard, king of Italy, declared againft him, and befiegea 

Bourp-h 


380 

and cha¬ 
rade r of 
Lewis. 



OF THE WORLD. 

purges, where the emprefs Judith refided. Charles raifed the 
jj e g e 6 a nd defeated Pepin. A negotiation fucceeded ; and it 
was agreed, that all differences between Charles and Lothair 
foould be fettled in a diet that was to be held at Attigni j but 
that, in the mean time, the truce with the king of Bavaria 
jhould be prolonged. Lothair made a tnoft infidious ufe of 
this interval, by attempting to furprize the king of Bavaria , 
whom he found provided to refift him ; and, in the mean 
time, Charles , having paffed the Seine , obliged Lothair to 
march back into France , where he endeavoured to debauch 
the officers belonging to Charles. The latter was foon joined 
by his brother Lewis of Bavaria , who had defeated the troops 
Lothair had left near the Rhine $ and then advanced to join 
Charles. 

The junction being effected, Lothair having made up mat¬ 
ters with Pepin , the nominal king of Aquitain , left every thing 
to the decifion of a battle ; which was fought in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Fontenoy , on the twenty-third of June , 842. 
This battle lafted from feven in the morning till night, and 
is thought to have been one of the moft bloody that had been 
fought for a long time in Europe. About one hundred thou¬ 
sand men on both fides were killed on the fpot, but Lothair 
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Lothair efcaped with great diffi¬ 


culty ; and, being a prince fruitful in expedients, he raifed 
a new army, and once more invaded Nenjlria. Lewis , at 
this time, had precipitately returned to Bavaria ; and Charles 
was purfuing Pepin into Aquitain: fo that Lothair invaded 
NcuJIria with great advantage. His irrefolution, and the 
fwellingof the Seine , hindered him from following his good 
fortune. Charles once more joined his brother of Bavaria 


and part of Burgundy . 


Aujlrafu 


In this fituation both parties applied to the clergy, who 

readily undertook the arbitration, and a kind of procefs was 

inftituted, by which Lothair , from his repeated breaches of 

faith, was declared to have forfeited all title to his dominions. 

This feems to have been an expedient intended only to 

render him the more pliable ; for, at length, they entered 

into a compromife j by which an equal partition was to be 

made of the empire. The kingdoms of Italy , Aquitain , and 

Bavaria , were to be divided, as nearly as could be judged, 

into three equal portions j of which Lothair was to have his 

choice, and the two brothers were to poflefs the other two. 

Forty commiffioners were named by each of the princes, and 

twelve months were fpent before the divifions could be fet¬ 
tled . F 

♦ 

It was, at laft, agreed, that Lothair {hou\d poflefs Italy and Origin of 
Rome, with the titles of emperor and Augujlus , and all the the king- 
territory lying within the Rhone , Rhine , Saone , Meufe , and dom ot 
meld. In fliort, this kingdom was called Royaume Lothari- Lancia . 

enne , 
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enne ; whence, corruptly, we have Lorrain ; a dutchy which 
is but a very fmall part of that vaft kingdom. 

Pope Gregory and the emprefs Judith were now dead ; and 
Sergius II. being elected pope, took poffefiion of his fee with¬ 
out any application for the emperor’s leave. Lotbair , upon 
this, fent his fon Leivis into Italy > where he brought the pone 
to a fenfe of his duty, and was crowned king of the Lombards, 
In the mean while, the empire was attacked by the Buni 
the Normans , and the Bohemians ; and univerfal confulion 
prevailed in the dominions of Lewis ^Charles , and Lotbair. Th* e 
clergy was at the head of many infurrc£tions ; the Normans 
ravaged the coafts of France , and Charles the Bald purchakd 
his peace with them, by paying them fourteen thoufandfil- 
ver marks \ while Lotbair was obliged • to yield Friejlancl to 
them. 

Such was the ftate of this unhappy empire when Lsthoir 
made his laft will, by which he ordained his eldeft fon Lewis 
his fucceflor in the empire. He gave his fecond fon, Charles, 
who died without iffue, in 862, the kingdoms of Provence 
and Aujlrafta , with one part of Burgundy ; and bequeathed 
the other part, together with Lorrain , to his third ion, Lo- 
thair ; who likewife died without iffue, in the year 869. 

Death of This emperor being a widower, by the death of his wife 

Lotbair. Ertnengrade in 851, retired to the abbey of Prum ; where he 

lived as a monk, and died, in the year 855, with a moft con¬ 
temptible charafter. 


/iccefijcn 
of Levels 
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Lewis II. 


-""'HIS prince was unfortunate through the juncture ... 
. JL which he acceded to the crown j for his two uncles 


CP 


e) 


and Charles the Bald , king of 


enjoy above one ninth part of the dominions left him by 
Charles the Great. He was a prince of great natural endow¬ 
ments as well as Virtues. He drove the Saracens , or Moorsj 
of Africa from the coafts of Italy y and retook Bencvento , 
which had revolted. 

Some paffages of this emperor’s life are unworthy to be 
tranfmitted by hiftory, as they turn upon the amours of his 
kinfmen, particularly the king of Lorrain , and the incredible 
authority affumed by the popes in granting them difpenia* 
tions for divorces and marriages. 

The pope declared thfi marriage of Lotbair with his con¬ 
cubine Waldrade. to be unlawful j and excommunicated ths 
archbiftiop of 'Treves and Cologne , together with the fenate 

who had pronounced it to be lawful. Ths emperor callec. 

Lot tut 
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hthatr into Italy to a (lift him againft the Saracen si and there 
the pope made him (wear, even at the altar, to a palpable 
jjntruth, that he had had no communication with his wife. 

Young P/pin, the great-grandfon of Charles the Great , and Ills death, 
fonof Pepin, king of Aquitain, during all this time, led a 
jiioft miferable life ; and was driven to fuch defpair that he 
renounced Chrijlianity ; but, being taken prifoner, he died 
fhut up in a convent. The king of Lorrain, foon after, ab-’ 
juring his miftrefs, died; but left Lorrain to a baftard, who 
never enjoyed it; his kingdom being divided between Lewis , 
called the Germanic, and Charles the Bald . The reader is to 
obferve, that the emperor, Lewis II. of whom we treat, re¬ 
filled chiefly in Italy, and had very little intereft in Germany . 

Pope Johnv III. during the life-time of the emperor, fold the 
reverfion of the empife to Charles the Bald ; but the emperor 
lewis had always the fpirit to oppofe the papal pretenfions; 
and died, in 875, at Milan. He is mentioned in hiftQry as 
being the only defeendantr, then alive, of Charles the Greats 
who inherited any of that prince’s fpirit. 



5 


Charles the Bald. 



PON the death of Lewis II. his two uncles (Lewis, Reign of 
king of Germany ; and Charles the Bald) difputed his Charles 
fucceffion. Charles being more politic and active than his the Bald , 
competitor, palled the Alps ; gained over pope John VIII. 

and was crowned emperor on Chrijlmas-day, 875, in defiance 
of the falic-law; which, undoubtedly, muft have decreed 
the empire to the eldeft branch of Lewis the Germanic. Who¬ 
ever confults the hiftory of that time, muft perceive that the 
popes were now arrived to fuch a pitch of infolence, that 
they arrogated to themfelves the right of bellowing the im¬ 
perial dignity, which Charles was mean enough to purchafe 
from them, and thereby fet a precedent which proved fatal to 
pofterity. 

lewis, king of Germany , intended to have gone to aflert 
his right at Rome ; but he died at Frankfort , on the twenty- 
eighth of Augujl, 876. He left three Ions by his wife Emma ; 

Carloman, Lewis , and Charles ; among whom, according to 
the pernicious pra&ice of thofe times, the father’s dominions 
were divided. Carloman inherited Bavaria , Auftria , Bohemia, 
and Moravia. Lcivis pofleffed Saxony, ‘Thuringia , Friejland, 

Franconia, and that part of Lorrain which had been difmem- 
hered at the death of Lotbdir. The younger fon, Charles, 
furnamed the Grofs, had Sudbia for his inheritance. 

Charles the Bald died, after a fhort reign of two years and who is 
two months, on the fixth of October, 877, of poifon, as jspoifoned 

laid, adminif|red to him by his phyfician, one Zedechias , a by his 

Jew. phyfician. 
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Jew. His firft wife was Richilda, daughter of a count o 
AltorJ , in Swabia. By his fecond wife, who was Bern 


nianA 


trade , filler to Bofon, king of Provence, he had iliue Ums- 
furnamed the Stammerer, who fucceeded him ; Lothair, Chari;;. 
Carloman , and a daughter named Judith. 


6. Lewis III. or the Stammerer. 

■ 

Acceffion 'T'HE reader may perceive that, properly fpeaking, we 
of Lewis A are not writing the hiftory of Germany, but of the 
the Siam- German emperors, who retained that title with fcarce any 
merer. German dominions; and refided, for the moft part, in Italy. 

It muft be acknowledged, that, during the time of Charles 
the Bald, the governmental fyftem of Europe underwent ma¬ 
ny material alterations. 

Altera- The great land-holders rendered themfelves, in fome Je¬ 
ttons in the gree, independent of the emperor in point of property, by 
iyftem of his accepting of their fervices in the field as an acknowledg- 
Europe. ment for their pofiefiions ; and hence arofe the code of feu¬ 
dal government. Some of the moft powerful of thofe land¬ 
holders rendered even their military offices hereditary, and 
the diftin&ions of nobility then took place. The leader of 
an army was called a duke, and his Tons inherited the fame 
title. A warden of the marches was called a margrave, and 
that title became hereditary in his family ; and a courtier 
who attended the perfon of an emperor, or king, and had 
lands in a particular diftrihl, was created the count of that 
diftrieft. The title of baron was entirely territorial; and, on 
the continent, it was fivallowed up in the titles we have al¬ 
ready mentioned ; but in England it ftill fubfifts. The in- 
vafions of the Saracens contributed greatly towards thofe al¬ 
terations ; as the emperors and kings on the continent of 
Europe could not, without fuch conceffions, have made head 
againft thofe infidels. 

Lewis the Stammerer was fo called from a hefitation in his 
fpeech, and it is with very little propriety that his name 
Hands in the lift of the emperors of Germany ; for that title 
was always difputed with him by Carlotnan, the eldeftfonof 
Lewis the Germanic, whofe right to it, undoubtedly, was pre¬ 
ferable to that of Lewis. The latter, however, was crowned 
king of France , in the year 877 ; and emperor, on the fe- 
venth of September, 878. Numbers of the German and Ita¬ 
lian princes adhered to Carloman. They feized upon the 
city of Rome , and even upon the perfon of the pope, whom 
they accuied of injuftice for fuffering Leivis to be proclaimed 

emperor. In Ihort, Carloman would probably have dethroned 

his competitor, had he not been ftruck with the palfy, and 
then he refigned all his right to the empire to his youngck 

brother 
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brother to Charles the Grafs. He himfelf retired to Oetingen? 
where he died, in the year 880, without any lawful iffue. 
As to Lewis the Stammerer , he undertook a journey into 
Germany , to fettle fotne differences.he had with the king of 
Bavaria ; but, upon his return to France , he died, in 872, at 
Cmii'civnei) leaving his eldcft fon to the care of the count of 
Bourses and Auvergne , the marquis of Nevers^ and Th'terr :, 
coiint of Ma$on. His other fon was about fourteen years of 
a<*e at the time of his death. 



■7. Charles the Grofs. 

. % * * 

C ARL OMAN had no more right to appoint Charles Unfortti. 

the Grofs his fucceffor in the empire, than Lewis the nate reigfe 
Stammerer had to fupplant Carlo/nan. But the principles of of Charles 
hereditary right were, in thofe days, arbitrarily fet afide by the Crofts 
the popes, who moft unaccountably fouhd means to render 
all titles venal; nor wa$ there a prince in Europe who had 
the fpirit to oppofe them. Charles the Grofs , upon the death, 
of Lewis the Stammerer , went to Italy ; where he was, by 
pope John VIII. crowned emperor, after having fecured to 
himfelf Lombardy. His coronation, as emperor, was on the 
twenty-fifth of December , 880._ The pope, at this time, ac¬ 
tually put up the imperial dignity to auction; and had fo lit¬ 
tle regard to the right of fuccetfion, that he declared he would 
beftow it upon that prince who Ihould firft com.6 to his aflift- 
ance againft the Mahometans. 

Lewis of Germany was fet up as emperor in competition with 
Charles the Grofs \ and Bofon , king of Arles, likewife claimed 
the empire. Charles and Lewis confederated agarnft Bofon , 
hut Lewis dying in the year 882, without iffue, Charles the 
Grofs became the heir of bis dominions; and, had it not 
been for the interruption he met with from the Normans, he 
muft have been almoft as powerful a prince as Charles the 
Great. Thofe barbarians penetrated as far as Metz j deftroyed 
Aix-la-Chapelle ; and obliged Charles the Grofs to purchafe his 
quiet by an immenfe fum of money; whicn, in h£t, was no 
other than leaving them at liberty to renew their incurfions. 

The papal authority had, by this time, fet at naught that 
of the emperor ; and pope Martin II. who was fucceflor to 
John VIII. publifhed an order, by which the Romijb clergy 
v/ere no longer to wait for the imperial permiliion to eledh a 
pope. In the mean while, a chieftain, called Zwentibold, at 
the head of the Moravian pagans, laid Germany wade ; and 
the emperor was obliged to purchafe peace from them, as he 
had done from the Normans The fons of Lewis the Stammerer 
dying without iffue, Charles the Grofs fucceeded to their do¬ 
minions; and thereby became, by far, the moft powerful 

Vol. VIII, C c prince 
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prince in Europe: but he was unhappy in his conflitution 
both of body and mind. This, however, was not obfervcd 
till towards the latter part of his reign ; and was attributed 
to an accidental cut which he had received in his head, and 
which impaired his intellects. 

The firft blow his dignity met with, came from Hvguts 
the abbot of St. Dennis , who was a baftard of Lcthahf and 
claimed Lor rain for his patrimony. Charles the Grofs defeated 
this pretender, though he was fupported by the Normans 
and put out his eyes. We are not here to follow the hiftory 
of Charles ibe Grofs , as king of France ; and, therefore, wc 
muft: omit the many mortifications he received from the 
Normans ; whom he was again obliged to buy off at afliamc- 
ful price, and thereby raifed the iiege of Paris. 

Charles the Grofs returned to Germany , where his infinity 
became fo manifeft, that, in a diet held there by the Thurin- 
gians , Saxons , and Bavarians , he was deprived of the em¬ 
pire ; and reduced to fo much mifery, that, it is faid, he 
muft have died of hunger, had it not been for the compaftifm 
of an archbifhop of Mentz, who gave him a (canty fubiift. 
ence. He died on the twelfth of January , 88S, after divorc¬ 
ing his wife Ricbarda , whom he Ihut up in a convent. 



8. Arnold. 


and fuc- 
cceded bv 
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HIS prince was natural fan to Carloman , king of Ba¬ 
varia ; and therefore utterly deftitute of any legal pre- 
Jrnisl-d> a tence to ^- e imperial crown, but what arofe from theaifec- 
baltard. r ' ori °f German princes, who were defirous to fee their 

countryman their emperor. He had ferved with reputation 
under Charles the Grefs , in his wars againft the Normans ; and, 
by his father’s will, he inherited the provinces of Carinthk 
and Stiria. When the late emperor’s incapacity for govern¬ 
ment became too evident to be longer concealed, Arnold was 
chofen, by an aii'embly of the German .princes at Frankfort , 
to fuccecd him ; though in prejudice to Charles the Simple , 
the younger fon of Lewis the Stammerer , but a minor. Their 
excufe for this injuftice was, that the empire wanted a man 
of courage and capacity to defend it againft the ravages of 
the Normans , the Danes , and other northern nations. 

Though the name of emperor was, at this time, little bet¬ 
ter than a phantom, yet Arnold proved himfelf worthy of 
the imperial dignity. He repelled the barbarians, and gave 

Louvain ; where, it is faid, he 
killed one hundred tboufand of them : but this did not hap¬ 
pen till they had committed moft dreadful ravages upon die 
empire. Zzventibold, who afi umed the title of duke of Ms- 

rav'uty was now fo powerful, that he obliged Arnold to yield 

to 
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to him Bohemia ; which Zzvsntihold pretended to hold as an 
allodial fief, without any dependence upon the empire. Ar¬ 
nold, upon this, applied to the dukes of Hungary and P:\andg 
who affifted him in reducing Z wentibold to his duty, and to 
deliver up his fon as a pledge tor his fidelity. 

Arnold then went to Italy , where he cruthed the factions 
of Guy , duke of Spoleto , and his fon Lambert , who, becaufe 
they were Italians , pretended to the imperial dignity, and 
difputed the right of the Germans to chufe an emperor. Up¬ 
on the return of Arnold to Germany , he made his fon Zzventi - 
k!i king of Lorrain ; and held a diet at 

railed troops and money. He then marched back to Italy, 
the sreateft nart of which he heid; and, veith m-eat difficult^ 
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where he 
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year S()6. 

Though Arnold appears to have been a brave and worthy- 
prince, yet he reigned no othervvife than as a fubftitute to 
the lie of Rome and other eccleffaftics. It is laid that a lady, 

mother to Guy of Spoleto , fenthim a poifoned 
draught, when he was befieging her in the city of Fermo, 
which he drank ; and, though it did not kill him, yet it 
made a very rii(advantageous impreffion upon his health and 
intelletSls. It is certain that he railed the fiegc, and re¬ 
turned, v.-iih a dilorder upon him, to Germany ; where, du- 
ing his nbience in Italy, his rights had been invaded, without 
his having any remedy. The churchmen, who were then 
all-powerful-, erected themfelves into temporal princes, and 
had other prim es fubordinate to them. Arnold loft all fipirit His death, 
atfinding this to be the fituation of his affairs after his return 
to Germany 5 and is faid to have died of the loufy difeafe, at 
Oetingen , in the year 899. 
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X they chofe for their emperor his fon Lewis IV. though 
be was, at the timp of his election, no more than feven years 
of age; Hatto , archbifhop of Mentz, and Otho , duke of Sax¬ 
ony, being appointed his governors. When he grew up, he 
waged war with his brother Zvacntibcld , king of Lorrain, 
whom he defeated and killed Af-nm the venr cc?, the 


Hun 




cei ”0n of the late emperor, invaded Havana with great cru- 


dty. The duke of Bavaria railed an nr my to oppofe them, 
"ud, indeed, defeated them but not following his blow, in 
foe years after, they renewed their invafions with the fame 
barbarity as before. The empe’or then took arms, but he 
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defeated at Augfourg by the barbarians, and loft the duke 
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of Bavaria^ who was one of his generals. A fcene of in. 
teftine mifery to Germany followed this. The counts of 
Bamberg , Franconia , Hejfe^ and the bifhop of TVurtJlur g, 
were at perpetual war with one another ; and did more n;il- 
chief to their native country than ever had been done by the 
barbarians, whom their diflentions invited to return. The 
emperor was young, and had not fufficient authority to fop- 
prefs the infurgents. He therefore, by a ftratagem, decoyed 
Albert , of Bamberg , by means of Hatto , archbifhop of Mentz, 
and death, into his power, and beheaded him. This treachery rendered 

tit Lewis Lewis hateful to the Germans , and his dominions were in- 

traded by the Normans , who defeated him in two great bat- 
ties; which had fuch an effect upon him, that he died of a 
fever, on the twenty-firft of January , 912, without any law¬ 
ful male-iilue. 

The empire, at the death of Lewis IV. who was thelaft 
of the male-line defcended from Charles the Great , compre'- 
hended Franconia , the province of Bamberg , Swabia , Cm- 
jlance , Bajil, Berne , Laujanne , Befan$on, Lorrain , Metz , Liege, 


IV. 


V 


.._ . y _ ^ Holland , Zealand ', Utrecht 

Trives^Mentz^ Worms , %'ra, Strajbourg , Friejland. 
HeJJe , Wejlphalia , Thuringia , Wetter avia, Mifma , 
quifate of Brandenbourg , Pomerania , Rugen , Stetin, 
Denmark , Sweden , Poland , Bohemia , Aujlria , Carint 


Holjii 


na 


Tirol , and the Grifc 
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upon thofe provinces. - a - 

called, likewife belonged to the empire ; as did /fa//, 

Lombardy , and their fiefs. ( 

This mighty empire departed from the defcendan' 

Charles the Great through his own miftaken policy, 
fondnefs to divide his dominions among his fons, defc 
to the other princes of his race, who imitated his example 
till the title of emperor was torn from the kings of France, 
who were, in general, but weak men. ( The truth is, the 
imperial power, at the deceafe of Zfzo/j IV. who was but 
twenty years of age when he died, was little better than a 
fhadow; and the great fiefs of the empire were held, in re¬ 
ality, independent of his authority. A principle of union, 
however, was neceffary, on account of the invafions of the 
barbarians, and the continual quarrels that happened among 
the Germans j and this principle naturally fell upon the em¬ 
peror. 

It is in vain for the French writers to pretend that the em¬ 
pire could not be lawfully transferred from ^ . 

France j thofe kings were unable to prote£h their dominions, 

and their great fubje&s therefore had a right to protedt them- 
Telves. Add to this, that Charlemagne , and his descendants, 
had confulted them, and obtained their confent, in all the 
family difpofitions they made $ and thereby they obtaine* a 
right to look upon themfelves as parties, whole approbation 


ele&ion wereabfolutely necefiary to conftitute 


tiie 
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the empire; the decors having a reciprocal right of being 
defied : and, upon this principle, refts the foundation of the 
Germanic conftitution. Who thofe electors were, or what 
right or title they a&ed under, is uncertain. Moft probably,- 
popularity and power gave them authority. Their anceftors, 
the antient Germans , by what we learn from Tacitus , and the 
bell authors, had no other fyftem of government. 

Had hereditary right taken place, the empire mufir, indif- 
putably, have fallen to the (hare of Charles the Simple , king 
of France : but that prince was unable to affert his title; and 
the great German lords paid no regard to it, but aflembled at 
Worms tochufe themfelves a head. Otho , duke of Saxony , by 
whom we are to undeiftand, a prince who, by his valour, 
without any other confideration, had raifed himfelf to that 
title, (though the extent of his dominions is, at this time, 
undetermined) would have been chofen, but he declined 
the honour on account of his great age ; and recommended 
to their choice Conrade , duke of Franconia and HeJJe, though 
he was his enemy. There is fome reafon to believe, from 
this circumftance, which was not in the chara&er of thofe 
times, that the imperial dignity was then a poft of danger, 
rather than of power and emolument. 


10. Conrade L 


C ONRADE is, properly, the firfl: German emperor of Conrade 
Gertnany ; his predeceffors being denominated of the the firft 
Curlowingian line. It is generally thought that fome kind of German 
family-compadt had been entered into between him and Lew- empero: 
«IV. but, be this as it will, it is certain that the empire, 
with all the dangers and difadvantages attending it, was ftill 
a defirable objedt to a young and vigorous prince, fuch as 
Conrade was. Some of the nobility of Lorrain difclaimed his 


authority, and adhered to 


Simple ; but Conrade 


marched into their country, and adted with fo much pru¬ 
dence and generofity, that he fixed them to his party. 

Henry , the fon of Otho, was then duke of Saxony ; and fo 
powerful a prince, that Conrade refufed to him the inveftiture 
of Thuringia and Weftphalia. Henry leagued himfelf with 
Burchard, duke of Swabia , and Arnold , duke of Bavaria. 
Conrade found means to detach Burchard from the confede¬ 
racy ; and Arnold was obliged to return to his dominions, 
which were invaded by the Hungarians , whom he defeated. 
Henry being thus unsupported by his allies, confented to a 
truce with Conrade, who returned into Franconia . Here he 
was oppofed by a rebellion of Erchanger and Berthold, two 
{loblemen who had affifted the duke of Bavaria in Franconia ;, 
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in defeating the Hungarians , under pretence of their being 
descended from Charles the Great ; but they were difarmedby 
Conrade, convi&ed of treafon, and executed. Jrnold, duke 
of Bavaria, next took the field again'ft Conrade’, but was de¬ 
feated and mortally wounded. Conrade, at lafl, had fo many 
enemies on his hands, that he was obliged to purchafe a peace 
with the Hungarians , that he might turn his arms agamft the 
duke of Saxony , by whom he was defeated. 

The laft will of Conrade fhews that the imperial crown was 
lined with thorns while it was upon his head j for, after a 
reftlefs reign of feven years, he recommended, on his death¬ 
bed, his capital enemy, Henry , duke of Saxony , to be his 
fucceffor, in preference to his own brother Everavd, count 
of Franconia ; and he is faid to have fent to Henry the impe¬ 
rial regalia. Conrade died in the year 919. 


II. 


Henry I. furnamed the Fowler. 


fucceeded rTT'HIS prince was employed in his favourite diverfionof 
by Henry 1 fowling, from which he took his appellation, when 


the Fow¬ 
ler, 


he had notice that Conrade had nominated him to the empire; 
and he repaired to Fritzlar ; where the dukes of Bavaria , 
Franconia, Suabia, and other powerful Germans , with the 
deputies of the imperial cities, which were now become 
very independent, confirmed the nomination of Conrade , by 
electing Henry the Fowler emperor. Some of the Italian no¬ 
bility had affumed that title 5 and the pope, to fliew his 
power, offered to confer it on Henry , by formally creating 
him emperor of the Romans : but he declared himfelffatisfied 
with the right which his eledlion gave him, and applied all 
his cares to promote the internal unanimity of his empire. 
In this he fucceeded fo well, that, when the Hungarians in¬ 
vaded it, he affembled an army of his fubjedls, who joined 
him as one man, and he killed eighty thoufand of them in a 


Merjbourg. The 


A 


t attacked 


by the Vandals', they were likewife defeated by Henry , who 
purfued them into their own country, and is faid to have 
killed one hundred and twenty thoufand of them. He had 


Danes 


He 


JVenejlaus , the king, or duke, of Bohemia ; but reinitiated him 
in his dominions. He quelled a rebellion of the Jbodrites , 
and cleared Lorrain and his empire of the adherents to Charles 
the Simple. 

That prince was a formidable rival to Henry , on account 
of his defeent from Charles the Great , which fupplied all the 


Henry 
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cave him a meeting at Bonn ; and there the famous compact, 
oiled Pnflum Bcnncnfe , was drawn up : which was a kind of 
feeble effort made by Charles to affert his eventual hereditary 
fight to the empire. An affembly of. French and German bi- 
ftops, which afterwards met at Coblentz , confirmed this 

treaty. . 

Henry, being now in full poffeffion of Lorrain, that is, of His great 
pnrtof the kingdom of Lotharingia , applied himfelf indefati-'aftions. 
gably to ftrengthen his empire againft the invafions of the 
barbarians, and the encroachments of his own nobility. He 
curbed the former, by .collecting his people into cities; 
which repelled their incurfions: and he brought the latter to 
their duty, by obliging them to contribute, according to their 
refpedtive fees, to the defence of the empire. He built towns 
and cities in Bradenburgh , Mijnia , and Slefwick ; and ereCted 
niarquifates, which he parcelled out among his nobility for 
their defence againft the barbarians. Thofe towns were gar- 
rifoned by every ninth perfon of the marquifate, or diftrief, 
to which they belonged ; the other eight inhabitants being 
employed in providing fubfiftence for their countrymen who 
were doing military duty. Henry was as zealous in his reli¬ 
gious, as he was in his civil, capacity. He perfuaded one 
of the kings of the Abodritcs to be baptized, and founded a 
bilhopric in Hcljlcin. He affifted Charles the Simple in his 
wars againft his rebellious fubje&s, and efpecially againft 
Rood , duke of Burgundy, and Gifelbert , duke of Lorrain , 
whom-he forced to do him homage, but afterwards gave him 
his daughter in marriage. He introduced among his fubje&s 
atafte for military politenefs, by inflituting the pra<Sfice of 
joufts and tournaments. Thofe meetings were, in fa£f, re¬ 
gular afiemblics of his courtiers and great men, where they 
exercifed themfelves in feats of arms ; and were rewarded, 
according to their merit, by the fmiles of the fair and the fa¬ 
vour of the emperor. Till his reign, no regular fortifications 
had been raifed in Germany ; and he abolifhed the difgraceful 
tribute which his predeceffors had been forced to pay to the 
Hungarians ; by lending them, when they demanded it, a 
mangy dog, by way of contempt. He fuffered none to be 
admitted, or inrolled, among his nobility, who were defec¬ 
tive either in morals or religion ; and he kept a catalogue of 
above a thoufand who enlifted themfelves into the fervice of 
bis government. Henry , however, was not always fortu¬ 
nate ; he fometimes met with checks in Lorrain , and was 
obliged, not only to beftow that dutchy upon the undutnul 
Gifelbert , but to publilh an amnefty in favour of his other re-r 
beilious fubjects. 

Germany was, at this time, far from being cleared of pagar 
nifm. Dragomire , mother to Wencejlaus, duke of Bohemia , 
was a bigotted pagan; and had incited Ladijlaus , a Polijh no¬ 
bleman, to invade her foffs dominions. The emperor went 

to his affiftance ; and not only forced Ladijlaus to retire, but 
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eftablifhed the Chriflian religion in Bohemia , and Wencejlaut 

in his dominions. The Lorrainers took advantage of hi§ ab. 
fence to rebel $ but they were foon reduced : and the empe¬ 
ror Henry , in the year 929, ordered Bernard , duke oilmen, 
burg , and other German noblemen, to fupprefs a confederacy 
of the barbarians $ but they were defeated. Henry ^ upon 
this, called together an affembly of the ftates of his empire; 
in which he reformed many abufes, and then put himfelf at 
th'e head of his army to oppofe the Hungarians , who had in¬ 
vaded his empire to the number of three hundred thoufand 
men j but they were defeated by the emperor, with the lofs 

of above forty thoufand. ' 

Death and This defeat of the barbarians reftored tranquility to the 
character empire, and Henry prepared to march to Italy, in order to 
of Henry recover the imperial rights in that country, and to be crowned 
the Fp<w- fcjy the pope. For this purpofe, he put himfelf at the head 
to Of a great army; but was feized with an apoplexy upon his 

march, and obliged to return to Manjleben ; where he named 
his (on Otho for his fucceflor 5 and died, in the fixtieth year 
<6f his age, and the feventeenth of his reign. 

His wife was Matilda , daughter of Tbeodoric, count of Al- 
denburg ; and by her he had three Tons ; Otho, who fucceeded 
him j Henry, and Bruno. Henry the Fowler was, by far, the 
£reateft prince who had filled the imperial throne fince the 
days of Charles the Great , whom he refembled in his political 
capacity. He brought the government and conftitution of 
the empire, civil, ecclefiaftical, and military, to a conftft- 
ency which it had never known before. He had the art of 
making pagans and barbarians good fubjefts j and, though 
he is accufed of fuperftition, it is a charge upon which we 
cannot haftily pronounce. The age had fuperftition for its 
diftemper. The people were governed by churchmen, whofe 
arms were the abufe and degeneracy of Chri/lianity ; and their 
temporal, was as formidable as their fpiritual, authority. 
Where fuch an inundation of depravity prevailed, Henry muft 
have been endowed with more than human talents to have 


oppofed it ? and therefore he was obliged, at leaft, to feem 
to join it. This is the belt reafon we can give for the aftsof 
.enthufiafm and credulity aferibed to him by hiftorians, as the 
weaknefs of which they accufe him is utterly incompatible 
with the great capacity he difeovered in the government of 
his empire. 
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12. OthoT. called the Great,. 

♦ 

ft 

T HIS prince, at the time of his acceffion to the empire, Otho 
inherited, from his father, the dutchy of Saxon , Weji - chofen 
pbalia , Angria, Thuringia, Hcjfe, Wetter avia, and the coun- emperor, 
tries fituated on the adjacent to Minde, and thofe on 

the Elbe towards the confines of Lunenburg j the cities of Wer- 
temburg, Mifnia , and Lufatia ; the eaftern country towards 
the PkJJe and the Ejier\ the country of Northcim ; the dutchy 
of Brunfwick , and all the country about the city of Magde¬ 
burg. His natural endowments correfponded with his great 
poffeffions. Aix-la-Cbapelle had been laid in afhes by the barr 
barians; but the partiality which Charles the Great had {hewn 
towards it, gained the fpot a degree of reverence, and a 
wooden hall was run up to ferve as the place of ele&ion. 

Moftof the .electors were ecclefiaftics j among whom were 
the archbifhops of Mentz , Magdebourg , Triers and Befanyon ; 
the bifhops of Rati/bon, Trejingen, Augjbourg , Con/lance , Eich- 
Jlet , Worms, Spire , Brixen, and Hildejheim. Befides thofe, 
were the abbots of Fulde, Herchfelt , and Erbach. The tem¬ 
poral ele&ors were the king of Bohemia , and the dukes of 
Saxony, Bavaria, Aujlria, Moravia , and Lorrain. The ce¬ 
remony of this election, which is the firft regular one we 
have on record, was very complicated. Otho was, indeed, 
unanitr.o'ifiy chofen by the clergy and nobility we have men¬ 
tioned ; but it does not appear that that election was con- 
clufive, even though they fwore allegiance to him and did 
him homage. 

They attended him from the throne, on which he had re- Forms of 
ccived homage, to the great church, where he was received his elec« 
by Hildcbcrt , archbifhop of Mentz , and his clergy. They tion. 
prefented the emperor to the people, whofe affentto his elec¬ 
tion the archbifhop demanded ; which being granted, he was 
anointed, and inaugurated with ceremonies not very differ¬ 
ent from thofe made ufe of at the coronation of a king of 
England $ and the admonitions he received from the archbi- 
Ihop were much in the fame ftrain. All the ceremony of 
ele&ion was gone through with a punctuality, that fully 
.indicated, the electors, as well as the ele&ed, were re- 
folved to make it a precedent on all future occafions. The 
eledb was anointed with confecrated oil, and the arch¬ 
bifhop of Mentz placed the crown upon his head. On his 
jeturnto his palace, we find the commencements of perfonal 
fervices for great fees. His chief officers of ftate ferved him 
during his dinner, but the prelates fat at his table. 

The firft ftorm that fell upon his government was from Subdues 
tbe Hungarians, who invaded the province of Franconia, and the Hun- 
defolated both the Saxonies. They were defeated by Otho, garians . 
ttho fortified Magdebourg, and, palling the Elbe, checked the 
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difputed amongft three of his fons, who agreed in nothing 
but difowning the fovereignty of the emperor. He afierted it 
With a very high hand, for hebeftowed the inveftiture of the 
dutchy upon Bertolf\ the brother of the laft duke, whofe eldc-ft 
fon, Everhard , was recognized by the pope, Leo VII, and 
he found means to make this inveftiture good ; but Oiho 
provided for the young princes in other principalities. The 
truth is, we know but little of the real hiftory of the empire 
at this time. All the accounts tranfmitted to us are, gene¬ 
rally, from monks or- ecelefiaftics, who had received favours 
from the emperors, and were by them raifed to an impolitic 
pitch of greatnefs, that they might counterbalance the tem¬ 
poral nobility, whom they thought to be lefs manageable. 

Amongft the other palatine princes whom Otbo created, 
by virtue of his imperial prerogative, was Everhard , duke of 
Franconia. He imagined, that, in this quality, he had a 
right to be independent. A quarrel broke out between him 
and Henry , duke of Brunfwick, who was the emperor's bro¬ 
ther ; which being attended with difagreeable circumftances 
to the latter, Otho interpofed. At firft, he fentenced Henrjy 
and his oppofers, each of them to carry a live dog from the 
place of their habitation to Magdeburg . Such was the pu¬ 
nishment then inflidled in Geronany upon the difturbers of 
public tranquility. Everhard was pardoned ; but differ¬ 
ences ftiil continuing between him and Henry , the latter was 
taken prifoner; and Everhard found means to perfuadehim 
that he had a better title to the imperial crown than Otbo, 
as having been born after his father was emperor, which 
Oiho was not} and they, with Sigchert, duke of Auftrafut, 
confederated together to dethrone Otho . At the fame time, 
they invited Lewis the Ultramarine , king of France , to defend 
their feudal rights j which, they faid, were invaded by 

Oiho .. 

Before the confederates could be joined by Lewis, Otho at¬ 
tacked, and totally defeated, them, on the banks of the 
Rhine ; Everhard, the general, being killed } Sigcbert drowned 
in endeavouring to efcape ; and Henry flying to Merjbwg ; 
where he came to an engagement with his brother, and then 
with the king of France. After this, Otho made himfelf 
matter of Briffac, Mentz, and Cheuremont, and drove the 

French entirely out of Lor rain. „ , 
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Otho made an arbitrary ufe of his vi&ories. He {tripped towards 
Psnrade, the fon of Everhard ., of the title of count-, palatine, the Ger- 
an( j gave it to Herman , third fon to Arnold , duke of Bavaria , was ' 
together with as many towns and lands as laid a foundation princes, 
for the houfe of count-palatine of the Rhine. The Sclavoni¬ 
cs having made-an irruption into Bohemia and Brandenburgh 

about this time, they were entirely defeated by the imperial 
general, who put to death fuch of the chiefs as fell into his 
hands. A great party of the French nobility had joined Otho> 
asthofe of Germany had Lewis , and for the fame reafon, to 
prote£! them againft their fovereign. Lewis was driven from 
Champagne to Burgundy with great lofs ; but Otho was recalled 
to Germany by frefti confpiracies that had broken out againft 
him. His brother Henry , to whom he had given part of Lor - 
rain , had leagued with many of the Saxon chiefs, and, ac¬ 
cording to the uncertain hiftories of thofe times, they in¬ 
tended to have afiaffinated Otho ; but he defeated and puniflied 
them, and confined Henry to the caftle of Ingelheim. But, 
foon after, we find them not only reconciled together at 
Franckfo y t , but Otho bellowing upon this brother Henry , who 
had fo often rebelled again ft him, the dutchy of Bavaria , in 
prejudice of its lawful heirs. 

The empire feems to have been in great confufion at this 
time, and the emperor erected a tribunal at Bonn for trying 
all breaches of the public peace. Ruthbert , bifhop of Triers^ 
and Richard , biftiop of Tongres, were tried for felony, upon 
a charge brought againft them by Conrade , the new duke of 
Lorrain : but they were admitted to juftify tbemfelves upon 
oath ; and the fee of Triers was ere< 51 ed, in favour of Ruth - 
bert , into a fovereign principality, and an archbiftiopric, with 
the rights of regality through all his diocefe. 

Otho , about the year 945, marched, with a numerous ar- He 
my, to the afiiftanee of Lewis the Ultramarine , againft his marches 
vaft'al Hugh the Great , duke of the ifie of France , of whofeinto 
power the emperor was jealous. Lewis was joined by thd France. 
co 'tit of Flanders near Cambray , and he undertook the fiege 
Rouen \ but, by a feries of mifmanagements, he and his 
confederates were obliged to raile the fiege with great lofs; 
and Lewis , being abandoned by the count of Flanders , re¬ 
turned home with the {battered remains of his army. 

In the year 947, the emperor called togeiher an afiembly of Subdues 
his nobles at Ingelheim , the king of France having refigned the Danes. 
all his pretenfions to Lorrain ; and there fome mealures were 
fixed upon for. affifting him againft Hugh the Great , whom 
Otho procured to be excommunicated by the pope’s legate. 

Otho having nominated proper minifters and officers for ma¬ 
naging his government in his abfer.ee, undertook an expedi¬ 
tion againft the Danes , who had murdered the Saxon mar¬ 
grave in the town of Stefwick, and put the German garrifon 
there to the fword. It is probable, though we have but dark 

accounts of the particulars, that Otho was fuccefsful in this 
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expedition; for he re-eftablifhed the German garrifon atSlcf 

wick, and obliged the Danes to tolerate Chriftian mifiionaries 

in their country. 

Upon Otho's return to Germany he procured a reconcilia, 
tion between Lewis the Ultramarine and Hugh the Great , who 
was now tired of war. He then^ in perfon, reduced Bolejlaus , 
duke of Bohemia , who had renewed bis treafens; obliging 
him to do penance for his brother’s murder, and to hold his 
dukedom as a fief of the empire. In 951, the emperor’s fon, 
Luclolpb , whom he had named his fucceffor in the empire, 
married Idda, daughter and foie heirefs of Herman, a prince 
of great power and riches ; all which fell to Ludolph. 
Marches Otho had long entertained a defign to re-eftablim the em- 
into Italy, pire of Charles the Great in Italy ; but the Italian princes, in 
where he general, were now fo independent, and fo averfe to the Gcr- 
marries mans, that he could find no means to effedl it, till, this 

queen year, Alix, or Alicia (fome call her Adelaide) the widow of 

Mix, Lothsir, king of Italy, had been perfecuted, and (hut up in 

Caniffe, by an ufurper, Berengar the Younger ; and had recourfe 
to Otho for afiiftance; being feconded by pope Agapetus, who 
was afraid of the fame ufurper.' Otho s emprefs, Ethica, 
an Englijh princefs, had left him a widower; and he con¬ 
cluded, that nothing could happen fo favourable for his 
views in Italy as a marriage with Alix. He accordingly railed 
a very powerful army, marched to her deliverance, defeated 
Berengar, and married her. Berengar threw himfelf at the 
emperor’s feet, and obtained not only his pardon, butacon- 
fiderable part of his dominions, and provifions of territory for 
his brothers. 

Otho having made a triumphal entry into Pavm with his 
bride, left Italy to prefide in a council of ecclefiaftics at 
Augfourg ; and gave the command of his army to his fon-in- 
law the duke of Lorrain ; by which he, in a manner, for¬ 
feited all the fruits of his Italian conquefts and marriage. 
His fon Ludolph was difobliged, not only at his father having 
retracted his nomination of him to the empire, but at his 
marriage with Alix ; which feems, indeed, to have beendif- 
agreeable to the Germans in general. Otho having deprived 

Conrade of the command of his army, the latter came over to 
Ludolph*s party, and was joined by feveral other powerful 
princes. The progrefs of this confederacy was, at firft, very 
alarming; arid Ludolph, among other cities of importance, 
feized upon, and fortified Adentz ; where he took up his 
head-quarters. The emperor befieging him there, he fled 
to Ratijhon ; which finding likewife untenable, he privately 
departed from the place, in a mournful habit, and threw 
himfelf at his father’s feet, while the latter was hunting, HJ 
fo moving a manner, that the old man raifed and pardoned 
him, and even gave him the command of an army j but Lu~ 
dolph, during his rebellion, had invited in the Huns and the 
Slavonians to invade the empire. This gave great trouble 
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to Otho j who, at laft, defeated them with a moft amazing 
jbughter. 

Otbo’s character was, at this time, very high in Europe. Profperity 
He had effectually eftablifhed the imperial authority through and glory 
all his dominions, and had gone fo far as even to {trike off of Otho . 
the hereditary fucceffion to great fiefs, and to give them to 
thofe perfons who could belt perform the feudal fervices, and 
were moft attached to his own perfon and government. This 
arbitrary conduct kept him in perpetual wars with thofe 
whom he had difinherited or difobliged; but he generally was 
conqueror, though he fometimes wss hard prefled by the 
prodigious fwarms of barbarians that invaded his dominions, 
which had no fufficient barrier to defend them. The arts of 
peace, in thofe days, in their moft flourifhing ftate, under 
the imperial patronage and encouragement, confifted in the 
regulation of feudal tenures, and adjufting the various con- 
flitutions of the nations of which Germany was compofed, to 
fome general confiftency with the imperial conftitutions; to 
the pradice of agriculture and manufacturing of arms. As 
to the clergy, they were more ignorant and barbarous than 
the flocks they pretended to inftruCt. Otho was far from be¬ 
ing deficient as a legiflator, but he was obliged to fupport 
his dignity by well-difciplined armies ; and this procured 
him refpedt and reverence. The Arabs , the moft polifhed 
and powerful people then in the world (if, perhaps, we ex¬ 
cept the Chinefe ) courted his alliance; and we are told that a 
queen of Ruflia requefted him, by her ambaffadors, to fend 
her fome Cbriftian miffionaries for the converfion of her do¬ 
minions. But the glory of Otho was not complete, as he was 
not, at this time, mafter of Italy * and poffeffed of all the 
power of Charles the Great there. 

Berengar , whom we have already mentioned, had con¬ 
quered the kingdom of Lombardy , and was attempting that 
of Rome ; the fee of which was held by pop r.yohn XII. the 
baftard of a famous ftrumpet called Marojia , and a Roman pa¬ 
trician Alberic, and nb more than eighteen years of age. 

Otho thought the junCture favourable for re-eftablifhing his 
authority in Italy. His fon Ludolph marched thither at the 
head of an army, and defeated Berengar , but foon after died; 
fome fay of the plague, and others of poifon, adminiftred to 
him through the invincible hatred which all Italians have of 
German dominion. Berengar recovered himfelf fo far, that 
he aflembled another army, and (hut up the pope in Spoleto, 
frpm whence Otho received an invitation to come to his af- 
fiftancc. The latter ftipulated his terms. He was to be 
crowned king of Lombardy by the archbilhop of Milan, and 
emperor of Rome by the pope ; which being granted, he put 
himfelf at the head of an army. Before he began his march, 
he ordered his young fon, Otho, by his wife Alix , to be 
eleCled king of Germany , and crowned at Aix-ta-Chapclle ; 

though 
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though he was then no more than eight years of age, 
emperor’s brother Otho, archbilhop of Cologne, performed the 
ceremony of the coronation. 

The affairs of Germany being properly fettled, Otbo paffe-} 
crowned the Alps, entered Pavia, and was crowned king of Lombard 

with the famous iron crown, at Monfa. Berengar , unable 
Lombardy, to (land before him, fled ; and the emperor, without reiift. 

ance, entered Rome , where he accordingly was crowned. 
Here he a&ed as fovereign mafter, and, as fomewhat more 
than, the fucceflor of Charles the Great. Adelbert , the foil of 
Berengar , and his afiociate, would have oppofed him; but 

the Lombard nobility, in hatred to the father, would not fol¬ 
low him. 

and em- 1 ° the month of February, <562, Otho , with great forma- 

perorof Iity and pomp, received the imperial crown from the ftrip. 
the Ro- ling pope ; but he obliged the Romans to take an oath of al¬ 
legiance to him as being their fovereign lord. He forced the 
pope to take the fame oath, on the bodv of St. Peter, and 
an inftrument written in letters of gold, which is faid to be 
Hill preferved in the caftle of St. Angelo at Rome, was ex¬ 
tended ; by which, imperial commiflari.es were re-eftablifhed 
at Rome, that, without their confirmation, no election ofq 
pope fhould be deemed valid ; and that even the temporal 
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at had been granted to it by Pepin and Charles the Great , 
and made it mod magnificent prefents. 

He fub- Otho having (hewn the fame fpirit for fovereignty in My 
dues Lem - as he had done in Germany, exhibited a new feene to the pa- 
lardy. pal court 3 but fcarcely had he left Rome , in purfuit of Be - 

rengar , when the pope, refledfing on what he had done, en¬ 
tered into a fecret alliance with hisgreateft enemy, Adelbert ; 
and they agreed, liot.only to drive the Germans out of Italy, 
but to invite the Huns to invade Germany. In the mean 
while, the pope had feized upon the perfons of Berengar and 

his wife, and, after being tried, they were condemned to 
perpetual imprifonment, where they actually died. The 
pope’s treaty with Adelbert foon came to Otho' s ears; and he 
underftood that the pretext of it was, his having invaded the 
rights of the church. Mutual embaflies and de 
between both parties; and Otho, who had, by this time, 
completed the conqued of Lombardy , marched, with part of 
his army, to Rome ; from whence the pope, with Adelbert , 
fled. 

He was received by the Roman nobles, who renewed their 
oath of allegiance to him ; and he gave orders for a council 
to meet, to try the pope for crimes of the deeped die. Ke 
was accufed of having fetfire to houfes, of rendering his pa¬ 
lace a brothel, of having ravifhed a widow of quality, or 

having lain with his own father’s concubine, of being a 

common 
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common fimoniac, and of felling a bilhopric to a boy of no 
more than ten years of age; alfo of being an aflaffin, and 
of various other crimes; fome of which feem to have been 
youthful, but impious, frolics. Though feveral of tbofe 
charges were undoubtedly true, yet John’s chief crime was 

the league he had made againft the emperor. Qtho himfelf 
prefided in the aflembly, which was very auguft ; and the 
f a £ts alledged againft the pope being proved, the members 
unanimoufly pronounced, that he had forfeited the holy fee; 
and his fecretary, though a layman, was chofen in his place, 
and took the name of Leo VIII. The new pope was fo grate¬ 
ful, that he granted a bull, enlarging the powers over the 

I church that had been granted to Otho before; and even bound 
up himfelf and his fucceflors from the liberty of confecrating 
a bifhop without the emperor’s leave, 

It does not precifely appear where pope John hid himfelf Revolu- 
at this time; but, however debauched and abandoned he tions in 
might be in his perfon, he appears to have been a man of the pope- 
great fpirit and abilities. The German noblemen always ferved dom. 
with reluftance in Italy ; and John, before the end of the 
year 963, found means to raife fuch a revolt among the Ro¬ 
mans, that they almoft furprized the emperor ; who quelled 
them with fome difficulty, and obliged them to give him one 
hundred hoftages for their good behaviour; hut thefe, at the 
! requeft of pope Leo , who fought to be popular in Rowe, 
were foon releafed. New commotions arifmg in Italy, John, 
by means of his intrigues, both amorous and political, got 
admittance to Rome ; where he reverfed all that had been 
done, and infli&ed fome 1'ignal punifhments upon the heads 
of the oppofite faction; particularly by ordering the right 
hand of a cardinal to be cut off for writing the fentence of 
his depofition. He then paffed a decree, that an inferior 
Ihould never have the power of degrading his fuperior ; 
meaning, that no future emperor Ihould ever "fit as judge up¬ 
on a pope. In fhort, John had the art to unite all parties 
againft the Germans ; but, while he was in the middle of his 
arduous enterprizes, he was affaffinated by a rival in the arms 
of one of his miftreffes, 

fope Leo had taken refuge in the camp of the emperor, 

who was then befieging Camerini ; but the Romans, inftead 

of recalling him, chole a cardinal deacon in his ftead, who 

affirmed the name of Benedict. The emperor immediately 

railed the fiege, and marched againft the Ro?nans , who re- 

foiutely fiiut their gates againft him ; but famine obliged 

thein to give him admittance. Benedict prefented himfelf, 

with great humility, before a council fummoned by pope 

Leo-, where he conceded his ufurpation ; and, at the inter- 

ceffion of the emperor, the pope fullered him to retain his 

deacon’s otders, on condition that he Ihould refide at Ham¬ 
burgh, 
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longer in Italy, that Otbo was obliged to return to Germany 1 
leaving the affairs of Italy in the utmoft confufion j but not 
without compelling the Roman nobility to fwear,- that they 
never would chufe any other than a German for their empe¬ 
ror. He held a diet at Cologne , where he confirmed thedi- 
vifion of the kingdom of Lorrain into two provinces; oneof 
which, bounded by Luxembourg , (the foundation of which 
illuftrious family was likewife at this time laid) and Franck 
Compte , was given to Frederick , earl of Bar ; and the other 
comprehending the dutchies of B abant, Julicrs, and Guek 
derland , with many other noble provinces, was affigned to 
Brnnc , archbifhop of Cologne, the emperor’s brother. The 
iirft of thofe divifiens is now what is properly called Lor * 

this time, the Italians had recalled Adelbert from Corfi 
ca , to which he had fled; and he raifed a revolt in Lombard], 
which coft Otbo great trouble in fupprefling. In 965, pope 
Leo died ; and Otbo, by virtue of his prerogative, lent two 
deputies to authorize the election of a new pope; which fell 
upon a bifhop who took the name of John XIII. He declared 
for the emperor; for which the Romans threw him into pri- 
fon. Thofe commotions obliged Otbo to return to Italy, at 
the head of an army before which all oppolition fell. Hav¬ 
ing punifhed the authors of the revolt of Lombardy , he pro¬ 
ceeded to Rome , where he ordered a number of the fenators 
to be hanged, and banifhed the reft; but Rodred the P erf eft, 
who was meditating to reftore the form of the antient Ro¬ 
man government, was ignominioufly fcourged through the 
ftreets of Rome on the back of an afs, and then thrown into 
prifon, where he died. Proceedings which fufficiently de^ 
monftrated the arbitrary difpofition of Otbo. 

Treachery After eftablifhing a new police at Rome , he caufed his (on 

Otbo to be crowned there, as his affociate in the empire. Ni- 
cepborus , the Greek emperor, held ftill fome places in Calabria 
and Apulia ; and had pretenfions to others that were pofieffed. 
by Otbo j to whom he fent an ambafiador to demand them. 
Otbo , in purfuance of his plah to be foie mafter of Italy, re- 
fufed to deliver them up ; but offered to accept of thole held 
by Niccpborus in dowry with his daughter Tbcophania , if 2 vi- 
cepborus would agree to her marrying his fon Otbo. Nictpho • 
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embaffy of Germans was fent to Conjlantincple , to recei 
princcfs, confifting of his chief nobility ; who were 
them treacheroufly flaughtered rn their journey by order ot 
Niccpborus, who could not bear that Otbo fhould put hitfife.t 
on an equality with a Greek emperor. Otbo, upon this, fent 
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The fuccefs of this expedition is fomewhat dark in hiftory; 
all we know is, that the Germans got a great booty in fighting 
aeainft the Saracens ; and* at laft* defeated the Greeks ; and 
ientfuch of them as efcaped the fword, to Conjlaniinople, with 
their nofes cut off. By this time, Nicephorus was dethroned 
and murdered by the Greeks ; and his fucceffor, John Zeniif- 
ces not only releafed all the German prifoners at Conftantino - 
p!e] but fdnt the princefs Tbeophania , with a noble retinue, to 

Italy ; where (he was married to young Otho. 

In the year 971, Otho the Great , having put his Italian af¬ 
fairs in better order than they had ever known before, re¬ 
turned vi&orious to Germany \ where he fpent the remainder 
of his days in eftablifhing bifhoprics ; particularly the arch- 
bilhopric of Magdeburg , and the bifhoprics of Merjbourg , 

Zell. , Havelberg, and Mifnia ; all which he endowed with a 
profufion of revenues. We are not, however, to forget, 
that, during his abfence in Italy, a duke of Bohemia found 
means to deprive him of Moravia and to annex it to his own 

dukedom. . . . , _ , 

In the year 973, he ordered a general thankfgivmg to be Death, 

put up through all his dominions, for the profperous ltateof 
his affair ; and he died, of an apoplectic fit, at Minleben , in 
Saxony , on the feventh of May, that fame year, after a glo¬ 
rious, but turbulent, reign of thirty years. 

Otho refembled Charles the Great, the neareft of any of his and cha- 

fucceffors, both in his civil and military abilities ; and pof- aftor, of 
felled, likewife, many of his defeas. The donations he Oibo ( 

made, and the Inftitudons he formed, conftitute great part 

of the municipal laws both in Germany and Italy $ under 
which laft head we fhall often have occafion to mention 
them. Otho’s firft wife was Editha, daughter to Edmund, 
king of England ; and his fecond wife was Ahx, or Adelaide j 
who, upon his death, retired to a convent. 


13. Otho II. called the Bloody.- 

T HIS prince having been recognized in his father s life- Cotnmt?- 
time as his fucceflor, difpenled with the forms of an tions in 
tleftiorij and was proclaimed emperor at Magdeburg . His Germany 4 
coufm Henry j duke of Bavaria , oppofed his promotion, and upon the 
Was proclaimed emperor at Ratijbon . His caufe was efpoufed acceflion 
by Denmark^ Poland > and Bohemia ; which la ft now afpired ofO/^IIIo 
to the dignity of a kingdom. Thofe princes were not in 
arms time enough to fupport the Bavarian , who was not only 
defeated, but driven out of his dutchy, which Otho gave to 
the duke of Suabia. As to the Bavarian himfelf, he was af¬ 
terwards firft imprifoned at dlenibowg , and then banifhed 

to Elricky with his friend the bifhop oi Augfburg t 

Vo l, VIIL D d : Otb*, 
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Otho$ after that, marched againft Harold , king of Ben- I 
mark ; whom he obliged to promife him an annual tribute, I 
and to give up his fon as an hoftagc for his fidelity. Qtht I 
then marched againft the dukes of Bohemia and Corinthia, I 
whom he likewife reduced, re-annexed the city of PaJJau to I 

his dominions, and forced the Bohemians to accept of a I 
peace. Thofe wars ferve to prove the dread ; the Germans I 
were under from the imperial authority being vefted in the I 
houfe of Otho. < I 

His wars Lothair was then king of France , which began to recover I 
with from its late weaknefs ; and he revived his claims upon Ur- 1 
France. rain and fome of the adjacent provinces. By his conduft, I 

he feems to have intended to enlarge thofe claims. ?The lords I 
of Lorrain had (hewn difpofitions to prefer their beingfeuda -1 
tories to France rather than Germany ; and fome of them, I 
thro’ the help of Hugh Capet , had recovered, by force of arms, I 
their paternal eftates, which had been given away by Otho I, I 
The emperor was fenfible of this, and offered to give the I 
dutchy of Lorrain to Lothair' s brother, if he would hold itas I 
a fief of the empire. Lothair rejected this condition, which, I 
we are told, Charles accepted of, to the great fcandal of the I 
French nation, who looked on the fuperiority of the emperor I 
as no better than a profperous ufurpation. Lothair raifed an I 
army, with which he had almoft furprized the emperor at I 
Aix-la-Chapelle. Otho efcaped with great difficulty, and, in -1 
vading France, in his turn, he ravaged all Champagne and the I 
ifle of France. Being afraid of having his retreat cut off, he I 
returned towards Germany ; but loft a great number of men I 
in recroffing the river Aine. This gave an opportunity to I 
Geffrey , count of Anjou, the French general, to come up with 
Ol ho , and to challenge him to fingle combat, which tbeem-1 
peror declined. Many reafons, notwithftanding theobfcu- 
rity of hiftory, prove that the emperor had the better in this 
expedition; for Lothair confented, at laft, to make peace 
with him upon the terms,he had rejected at firft; and his 
brother Charles did homage to Otho on his knees, upon his 
receiving the inveftiture of Lorrain. 

He Otho II. retained the imperial, German , weaknefs of think- 

marches ing they could be matters of Italy , without making it the feat 
into Italy, of their empire. The Romans had already revolted, and had 

chofen Boniface VII. for their pope; ana he had offered to 
be fubjeft to the Greeks rather than the German , emperor. 
The Greeks of Apulia and Calabria , with their fpirit of hatred 
to the Germans , called the MoJIcrns of Africa to their afiiftance; 
and thofe two people, in conjun&ion, became mafters of 
Naples . Had it been left to the pope’s option, he would have 
heltl his fee of the Mohammedans rather than the Germans , as 
he found the Greek emperor too weak to fupport him fmgly. 

Such Was the ftate of Italy, when Otho, in 980, having 

made peace with Lothair, entered it with an army. n e 

marched to Rome, where his party was ftrong enough to 

procure 
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Procure him admittance. Having reinforced his army there pefeated 
L the Italians of his party, who obeyed him only out of ha- by the 
:L t0 the pope, he marched againft the Greeks and Saracens, Greeks and 
\ whom he gave battle ; but being deferted by his Italian Saracens, 
troops, he was completely defeated, and, with great diffi- 
rnitv efcaped to the fea-fide. There he found a veffel, into 
which he threw himfelf. This veffel was taken by the Sa¬ 
racens, and the emperor offered the captor a fum of money 
if he would fet him on fhore at Capua. The pirate was then 
Ivin? off that "place, and, being ignorant of his pnfoner’s 
oualitv, or country, becaufe he fpoke good Greek , he was 
mufing whether or not he fliould accept of the offer, when 
the emperor jumped into the fea and fwam alhore. borne 
writers pretend that he was carried to Sicily , and that he pur- 
chafed his return to Italy by money. It is certain that he re- 
ioined the remains of his army, and raifed new forces. 

By this time, the Greeks and - 


fo 
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that they could make no head againft Otho, who is faid to elty, 
have exterminated them out of Italy. The firft ufe he made 
of his viiftories, was to chaftize the Beneventines, who, du¬ 
ring the courfe of the war, had favoured his enemies, by fuf- 
fering his army to plunder the town for three days, and then 
to fet it on fire. In 983, he declared his fon Otho , who was 
no more than ten, or at moft twelve, years of age, emperor 
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Rome , to a banquet; and, in the midft of the feftivity, fol- 
diers, by the emperor’s order, entered the hall; where they* 
cut the throats of all the guefts whom he had devoted to de- 
[tru&ion by name ; but he entertained the reit with great 

. J .. /» mi • * r__—^ 
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fplendour and politenefs. 
ingthe manner in which —-- 

thors difagreeing as to the time i but that Otho put great 
numbers of the Romans to death, is paft queftion ; and that 

he thereby got the epithet of the Bloody. , 

Hearing that the troubles of Germany were renewed by the death, 

irruptions of the Sclavonians , he ordered his fubjecb of Sax¬ 
ony and Thuringia to make head againft them ; which they 
did fo fuccefsfully, that they defeated and killed thirty-feven 
thoufand of the barbarians. Otho , inftead of marching againlt 
the Greeks and Saracens , his capital enemies, held a council 
at Rome ; where he confirmed the erection of Hamburgh and 
Bremen into an archiepifcopal fee ; and died, on the ieventh 
of September, of a wound which, they fay, he received from, 
a poifoned arrow in his battle with the Greens ; and which 
feftered through the grief he conceived at the exultation ot 
his emprefe Tbeophania upon the vi&ory her countrymen a 

got over her humand. . j a„ 

The hiftorians.of that age give but an indifferent character 

of this emperor } probably through the averiion he enter- ratter. 
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tatried for the Italians. It is certain he ordained, by one of 
his laws, that no Italian fliould be believed upon his oath; 
and, that, when they were parties in any doubtful point, the 

affair fhould be decided by duel. 



14. Otho III. 
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Remarks 'T'H E acceflion of a boy to the imperial throne was what 

on the ac- A had not been known before to the German empire. 

0 f Henry , duke of Bavaria , nephew to Otho I. was ftill in being, 
and claimed the tutelage of the young prince, whofe perfon 
he feized at Cologne ; not with an intention to referve him to 
empire, but to remove a rival to his own pretenfions till he 
could make them good. The parties in the difpofal of the 
empire were, at this time, divided into three. The Italians 
chofe one of their own countrymen, Creffentius , confuland 
governor of Rome ; one part of the Germans efpoufed the ti¬ 
tle of Henry of Bavaria ; and another, that of young Otho\ 
for no other reafon but becaufe they thought that his inabi¬ 
lity to govern would leave to themfelves the greater power, 
The laft proved to be the ftrongeft ; and Henry of Bavaria, 
upon an affurane'e given him that he fhould be re-inftated in 
his dutchy, delivered Otho into the hands of his friends, who 
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varia a£ted as his fteward ; the count-palatine as his cup* 
bearer ; the duke of Saxony as his in after of the horfe; and 
the dukes, or kings as they are called, of Bohemia and Pfl- 
land , had other fervices allotted them. 

Th ?Danes The king of France and the barbarians thought the junc- 
vanquifh- ture favourable for their diftreffing the empire. Lewis V . of 
e( j. France , fon of Loth air, was then dead ; and Charles of Lor - 

his uncle, claimed his fuccefiion. He was oppofed by 
Hugh Capet , who, aniongft other things, objeiffed to him the 
difgraceful homage he had performed to the emperor for the 
dutchy. of Lorrain. Capet prevailed, and made Charles his 
prifoner. The beginnings of an ufurping reign are always 
favourable to neighbouring powers; and Verdun , about this 
time, reverted to the empire of Germany. Otho , who is laid 
to have had a pregnant genius, no fooner arrived at the age 
of fourteen, than he marched in perfon to the frontiers of his 
empire, which he cleared of the Sclavonians' and other bar¬ 
barians ; and, when more advanced in years, he vifited the 
internal parts of his dominions; where he fettled many regu- 

tions, and won the hearts of the ecdefiaftics by his compli¬ 
ances 
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Slices and liberality. He was diverted from this laudable at¬ 
tention by an invafion of the Danijh fleet in the Lower Sax - 
cny, with a confiderable body of land-forces on board. Thefe, 
at firft, defeated the imperial generals ; but, being weakened 
byficknefs, and laden with booty, they were defeated, in 
their turn, by Sigefroi , governor of Standen ; and Sweno, 
their king, in 389, was obliged to return, with great lofs, to 
his (hips. Soon after, Sweno was defeated by Eric, king of 
Sweden, who made himfelf mailer of Denmark ; and Othc, 
with a right policy, entered into an alliance with Eric, to 
prevent any future depredations of the Danes upon his em¬ 
pire. 

In the mean while, Crejfeniius had left nothing uneflayed Affairs of 

toeftablilh his authority as emperor at Rome ; and, indeed, Ealy, 
he fcems to have deferved that dignity. He imprifoned pope 
John'S. IV. for his adherence to the German emperor; and 
his fucceflor, John XV. upon his death under his confine¬ 
ment, would have met with the fame fate, for the fame rea- 
fon, had he not fled to ‘Titfcany and implored Otbo’s protec¬ 
tion. The memory of the German emperor was fo terrible 
to the Romans , that CreJJentius could not prevent their fend¬ 
ing a reconciliatory mefi'age to John, imploring him to re¬ 
turn. John accordingly returned ; and Otho fent his emprefs, to which 
Theepbania , with an army, under (he marquis of Branden - b e march- 
burg, into Italy , to over-awe the Romans and the other ftates es > 
there. This fhe did for two years, and, leaving the ma¬ 
nagement of the emperor's intereft to the marquis, flie died 
ztNimeguen on her return to Germany. The emperor was 
then carrrying on a war with the Sclavonians, who had taken 
Brandenburg ; but they were, at laft, fubdued, and obliged 
to deliver up all their conquefts. 

In the year 995, the ftate of affairs in Italy demanded the 
emperor’s prefence ; but, as Germany was to rurnifh him with 
the means of carrying on the war, he was obliged to fum- 
mon a diet at Magdeburg. He appeared there attended by 
the pope’s nuncios, and by Landolph , archbifhop of Milan , 
who had been expelled from his fee by the rebels. The diet 
granted him fupplies for his Italian expedition, and he 
marched into Italy at the head of an army. He found all 
Lombardy in arms againft him. He took Milan, and reftorefl 
the archbifhop, who crowned him king of Lombardy. The 
reduction of Milan awed the reft of that country into obedir 
ence to his will. Hearing that the pope was dead, by his and makes 
own prerogative, he raifed Bruno, one of his relations, to a pope. 

the popedom; and, at the new pope’s requelr, pardoned Crefr 
fentius. 

On his return to Germany , he is faid to have ordered a A fable 
count of Modena to be beheaded for an attempt upon his concern- 
wife’s ehaftity. Finding afterwards, bv means of the count’s ing his 
Wife, who was at the expence of a miracle to prove her ve- wife, 
facity, that the count had been facrificed to the refentment 
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of the emprefs, who was in love with him, becaufe he re- I 
fufed to comply with her lewdnefs, he ordered the emprefs I 
to be burnt, and fettled an annuity upon the widow. The I 
credibility of this ftory is juftly queftionable. The count, I 
perhaps, was beheaded, and the emprefs burnt ; but the I 
caufes aligned for thofe events are too improbable for belief. I 
Upon Otho 3 s return to Germany , he found that the barbari- I 
ans had renewed their ravages in his abfence ; and he foon I 
received news that his pope had been expelled by CreJJentius ; I 
and that another, under the name of John XV1. had been I 
His hatred raifed to the papal fee. The emperor flew again into Italy I 
to the with an army, befieged and took Rome , and then the caftleof I 
Italians. St. Angelo, which was bravely defended by CreJJentius ; and I 

ordered the anti-pope, after having his eyes put out, and his I 
nofe and ears cut off, to be.thrown from it? fummit. As to I 
Creffetitius, he is faid to have died in arms; others, with I 
greater probability, think that he was put to death by Otho, I 
after furrendering himfelf upon promife of mercy: but the I 
general report is, that he and his accomplices, to the num- I 
ber of twelve, after being moft igncminioufly fcourged and | 
tortured, were gibbetted, as a warning to other rebels. The I 
reafon for thofe differences in opinion, may be accounted for 
, by Otho being in love with the beautiful widow of CreJJentius , I 
whom he took for his miftrefs ; and, it is faid, he promifcd 
to marry ber. It is certain, that, about this tirpe, he per r 
formed fevere penances for the crimes he had committed. 

Before he left Italy, he publifhed a decree, importing that 
the Germans alone mould have the exclulive right and power 
ofchufingth eRoman emperors from among their own princes; 
and, that the pope fhould have no farther concern in the 
election than to announce it in public, and to crown the 
elected whenever he came to Rome. Pope Gregory confirmed 
that decree; and, at this time, it is faid the balis of theGV- 
manic conftitufion in chufmg emperors was fixed ; the num¬ 
ber of the electors being limited by the pope and the empe¬ 
ror to feven. Otho, before he left Italy , made many other 
regulations, which are immaterial here, with regard to its 
government. 

Affairs of Pope Gregory V. dying, the emperor beftowed the papacy 
Germajiy. on Gerberg, archbifhop of Rheims , one of the moft learned 

men of that age, who tosk the name of Silve/ler II. He 
then returned to Germany, where he quieted fome commo¬ 
tions, and gave the title of king to Bolcjlaus of Bohemia, who 
agreed to hold his dominions as a fief of the empire. He af¬ 
terwards went to Jix-la-Ckapelle, where he ordered the 
tomb of Charles the Great to be opened, and found his body 
placed on a golden throne, with a fceptre and crown richly 
adorned with jewels. This difcovery is thought, by fome, 
to be far from probable ; becaufe the Normans were, for 
fometime, in pofidlionof, and pillaged that, city. The fact, 

however, is too well attefted to be deftroyed by that fug- 

geftion. 
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geftion. We know not that the Normans eve r looked for 
plunder into the repofitories of the dead ; or, that they were 
acquainted with the fpot where Charles the Great was bu¬ 
ried. 

Neither their own vows, nor the chaftizements of theem- The em¬ 
perors, could fix the Italians in their duty. About the year peror re- 
i go i (the Greek being too weak to keep pofleffion of the turns to 
kingdom of Naples) the Saracens were called in by the Ro- Italy., 
mans, and the other Italians, to fupport their liberties againft 
their German oppreffors. Otho again paffed the Jlps, drove 
the infidels out of Capua ; fupprefled his enemies in Rome % 
where he kept his Chrijlmas ; and punifhed the feditious 
with raoft ignominious deaths. As fome atonement for his 
Severity, he eftablifhed a chamber for refumptions all over 
Italy. But nothing could reconcile the nativesjohis govern¬ 
ment. The Tiburtincs revolted ; and, upon his return to 
Rome, it was with difficulty that he was readmitted, with a 
few troops, into that capital. After refiding there for a few 
days, the Romans , by the inftigation of a Tufcan prince, be- 
fieged him in his palace. He was in no condition to refift ; 
but the duke of Bavaria, the governor of Florence , amufed 
the infurgents till he and the pope efcaped. 

He was collecting his army, which had been lately re-in- His death, 
forced from Germany , and preparing to take a fevere revenge 
for this infult, when he died. The catife of his death is va- 
rioufly related. Some fay that his miftrefs, the widow of 
Crcffentius, poifoned him with a pair of gloves, becaufe he 
would not fulfil his promife of marrying her. Perhaps, the 
love of her country (a paffion not unul'ual with the ladies of 
thofe days) might operate with her refentment of his infide¬ 
lity. Other authors fay that he died of the fmall-pox at 
Paterno, when he was about thirty years of age, and with¬ 
out ifiue. 

Otho, like his predecelibrs, was the fpiritual flave, and the and cha- 
temporal tyrant, of the church ; to which, it is thought, he rafter, 
and his two predeceffois gave two thirds of its ecclenaftical 
eftates in Germany. But this opinion is to be received with 
caution ; for, though they were immeafureably liberal to the 
church, that liberality is not to be fuppofed to arife out of their 
patrimony. Their numerous confiscations of great eftates 
was the main fource of their bounty. When they re-granted 
thofe eftates, it was either to church-men, in whofe hands 
they thought them Safer than in thofe of lay-men; or to lay¬ 
men (frequently to their former pofteftors) with fome dis¬ 
memberment of their territory in favour of the church : and 
in this fenfe the three qmperors may very juftly be faid to 
have given away to eccleliaftics, eftates amounting to two 
thirds above what they formerly poflefted. 

Of/joIII. through all^the courfe of his reign, difcovcred 

great abilities for government; being brave, juft, and gene- 
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rous. He entered on the exercife of empire and war as earl? 
as any prince we read of in hiftory, and acquitted hinifelf 
equally well in both. 



T 
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15. Henry II. 

HE Germans in the emperor’s army endeavoured to 

conceal his death from the Italians', who, having 

__intimation of it, attacked them in their return with the 

body to Germany ; but they were always repuifed. Three 
capital candidates for the empire immediately ftarted nn. 
Henry, duke of Bavaria ; Herman , di 
fatia ; and Eckard, marquis of Saxony. 
tage of being grandfon to Qtbo II. as well as that of being 
the moft powerful of the competitors; and therefore was 
cbofen by the electors, who, according to the Confutation 


Hen 


eftablifhed in the late reign between the pope and theempc 
jor, were now* for the firft time, feven in number. It is, 
however, laid that Eckard flood the faireft chance for being 
elected, had he not been afTaffinated by the Bavarian party, 
Henry was crowned at Mentos., on the fixth of June, 1002. 
His competitor, the duke of Suabia , though powerfully fup- 
ported, was declared an enemy to the empire, and his eftates 
were ravaged ; fo that he was obliged to fubmit to the em¬ 
peror, who had accepted of a challenge to fight him in fingle 
combat. Henry having reduced this powerful rival, exadted 

r 11 • r _ -n in i_:__ c n .L _• 
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duke of Sa. 
Magdeburg 


Bolejh 
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He 


rcbbifhopsof 


,.... Pomerania to fubmit to his authority. 

Being unmarried, he took to wife Cuncgund , a daughter to 
the firft count of Luxemburg ; and, to fatisfy fome of his 
fcrupulous fubje&s, he was, for a feccnd time, crowned at 


Jlix-la-Chapelle. After 


r% 


the Lorrainers interrupting the 


f ._ r _, Henry ordered the caftle of Muljberg , 

the Rhine , to be demolifheu, to cut off their communication 


with Germany. Bolejh 


ing of Bohemia , left a fon of the 


fame name ; a worthlefs prince; and his dominions were 
feized by the king of Poland . This producing vaft commo¬ 
tions in that country, Henry interpofed, and demanded that 
the king of Poland fhould do him homage for Bohemia , and 
the other fiefs which he held of the empire. The king, in- 
ftead of obeying, entered into an affociation with the mar- 




rjl, 


y 


cf moment without the advice of his flates, fiimmoned them 
on this occaflon ; and they f’upported him fo well, that the 

Eraneoman 
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franconian fled to Poland ; Erneft was beheaded, but Bruno 

was pardoned. 

This rebellion was fcarcely fuppreffed, when the Holflein- Hungary 
( rs invaded the empire ; which obliged Henry to ravage Hoi- made a 
pin in return, after defeating the invaders, ft was this peri- kingdom, 
od that gave rife to the title of “ Apoftolic,” lately revived in 
the peifon of the emprefs- queen of Hungary. Stephen , duke, 
or rather the chief, of the Hungarians , being probably lefs 
barbarous than bis fubje&s, or neighbours, demanded from 
tfenry his After Gifella in marriage. The lady would not con- 
fent till Stephen , who was a pagan, fhould embrace Chrifti - 
finity ; which he did, as is faid, by the perfuafion of Henry. 

The marriage then taking place, Stephen converted his fub- 
je&s; and Henry was weak enough to fuffer the pope to ere& 

Hungary into a kingdom, and to prefent Stephen with the title 
of King and Apoftle. 

It would be tedious and uninftru£live, and indeed unne¬ 
cessary, to particularize the jarring in ter efts of this time. 

There fcarcely was a petty prince in the empire who did not 
quarrel with his neighbours, but the imperial authority held 
the ballance between the ftronger and the weaker ; which 
was all the emolument it received, as the contending parties 
were generally fupported by powerful confederates. Henry, 
atlaft, found means either to fupprefs, or over-awe, all di- 
fturbances ; and he was the more active, as his prefence was 
now abfolutely neceffary in Italy . 

The Italian ftates were as divided as turbulent and as re- Henry 
fra&ory to the imperial authority as thofe of Germany ; and, marches 
had it not been for their diviftons, the power of the German to Italy, 
intereft there miift long before have been extinguifhed- The 
period we now treat of, was, as they thought, the moft fa¬ 
vourable that had occurred, fince the days of Charles the 
Great , for their aflerting their independency upon the em¬ 
pire. The inhabitants of Lombardy chofe one Ardouin, 
marquis of Ivrea , to head them ; and, the better to unite 
other ftates under his command, he afiumed the fuperb title 
of king of Italy. Arnold , the archbifhop of Milan , oppofed 
this nomination ; and font repeated advices to Henry to fup- 
porthim in his oppofition to the new king. Henry was too 
much immerfed in the affairs of Germany to attend an expe r 
dition into Italy in perfon. He therefore gave the command 
of a body of troops to Qtho, duke of Carinthia , who was 
to penetrate into Italy. Ardouin found means to take pof- 
fefliun of the long neglected pafTes of the Alps , which he 
guarded with fifteen thoufand men, and defeated Otho , who 
was obliged to return to Germany. 

When the affairs of the empire were fettled, Henry , who 
had ftill a very ftrong party in Italy, raifed an army, and 
{narched into Bavaria j where his brother-in-law, Henry, 
duke of Luxeinburg, was ele&ed duke by the ftates of that 

province. He then paficd the Alps, and was crowned king 
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of Lombardy , by the archbifhop of Milan , at Pavia, It j$ I 
difficult to account for the reafon why Ardouin did not fortify I 
the paffes of the Alps againft Henry as he had done againft I 
Otho. Moft probably he was engaged in Italy againft Henry’% 
party, and trufted to the loyalty of his fubjedls. There feems I 
to have been a fettled defign laid in Pavia to cut the empe¬ 
ror off. The inhabitants of that city, while the German 
troops were encamped without their walls, attempted to mur¬ 
der hint} but he was faved by his troops, who foaled the 
walls, and quelled the infurre&ion by blood: after which, 
Henry , with the greateft profeffions of clemency, pardoned 
the furviving inhabitants; and, having paid a vilit to Milan^ 
he fet out on his return to Germany. 

His wars Henry , all this while, was convoking aflemblies and ftates 

with the for the reformation of his empire, both in fpiritual andtem- 
• Poles. poral concerns; but, as the members of thofe parliaments 

were moft of them, in fome lhape or other, parties in the 
abufes complained of, their refolutions, when attempted to 
be carried into execution, feldom, or never, had any good 
efFedl: bur, to do Henry juftice, the fault did not lie in him. 
Upon his return from Italy , he drove the'king of Poland out 
of Bohemia , and gave the dukedom to Jar emir , the brother 
of Bolefiaus , its former duke. He then palled the Elbe , and, 
after defeating the Poles in their own country, he preferibed 
peace, on his own terms, to their king. After this, Henry 
obtained the pope’s confent for ere&ing the powerful diftrictr 
of Bamberg into a bifhopric. 

Rife of the It was about this time that the Borujftans , a migrating co- 
PruJJsans. Jony from the fource of the Pannis, but then fettled in the 

uncultivated defarts between Poland and the Baltic , werefirft 
heard of as a people. They are reprefented, at this time, to 
have been the moft barbarous of all barbarous pagans; and 
yet this defpicable people, fince fo well known by the name 
of PrnJJians , became objects of prey to the Poles , who plun¬ 
dered them. In 1007, Henry gave the province of Low Lorrain 
toGodfrey , count ofthe Ardennes ; Otho , its late poffeffor, and 
the laft of the pofterity of Charles the Greats being now dead. 
This donation produced great troubles; and, the late duke 
having left lifters, their hufbands entered their claims to his 
fucceffion; and were patronized by the king of France, who 
wanted to lay hold of that opportunity to revive his claims 
upon Lorrain. The emperor, however, a&ed with fo much 
vigour, that he quelled all oppofition, and effe<ftually Tup- 
ported his own nomination. With equal prudence and firm- 
nefs, he fuppreffed the troubles arifing at the fame time in 
High Lorrain ; and put Henry , duke of Bavaria , who fo¬ 
mented them, to the ban of the empire. 

Commo- All Germany, feems, at this time, to have been agitated by 
tions in the ambition of its great lords. The marquis of Mijma , 
Germany, having caballed with Bolejlaus , king of Poland , was by him 

diverted of his-eftatesj which were given to Herman , the Ton 

of 
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of Bckard, count of Thuringia: To punifti Bolejlaus , the 
imperial troops ravaged his dominions; and Henry feized the 
paffes on the Oder to prevent his future irruptions into the 
empire. He then afiembled a diet at Coblentz , where the duke 
of Bavaria, with the bifhops of Mentz and Triers , who had 
been concerned in the late rebellious pra&ices, threw them- 
jeives at his feet and were pardoned. 

It is no wonder if a life fo tumultuous as that which Henry 
was obliged to lead, difgufted him with the world ; and, as 
a convent, in thofe times, was the only place were tranqui¬ 
lity could be enjoyed, he thought of becoming a canon of 
Strofbourgr, and, though he was then difluaded from this in¬ 
tention, he founded a rich prebendary there, with a view of 
one day filling it himfelf. The reftlefnefs of Bolejlaus , king 
of Poland , contributed not a little to divert Henry from his 
thoughts of retirement; for that Pole once more made himfelf 
matter of Bohemia , but was again difpoffeffed by Henry , to 
whom he fued for peace. 

In the year 1013, notwithftanding an irruption of th z Henry 
Slaves, or Sclavonians , who were then plundering the terri- again 
tory about Bamburgh , Henry was again prevailed on by the marches 
archbifbop of Milan , to march into Italy , that he might re- to Italy. 
duce Ardouin , who was then become the abfolute mailer of 
hmbardy. Ardouin made an ineffectual oppofition to the 
great army which Henry headed ; and he, and his wife Cune- 
gunda, received the imperial crown at Rome from the hands 
of pope BenediftVUI. That pontif knew the weak fide of 
Henry , arid the force which a folemn a£t acquires. While the 
imperial pair were upon their knees before him, he afked 
Henry , Whether he would always obferve his fidelity to him 
and his fuccelfors ; to which the fimple prince anfwered in 
the affirmative : and this conceffion was, by the after popes, 
conftrued into a homage paid by the head of the empire to 
the holy fee. 

The affairs of Germany would not fuffer Henry to remain 
long in Italy ; but he relapfed into his fits for a monadic life, 
and was guilty of a thoufand extravagant acts of devotion. 

When he paffed through Burgundy , he vifited the abbey of 
Clugni , where he was entered as an affociate. He endeavoured 
to be admitted a monk in the abbey of St. Val. The abbot 
gravely afked him, Whether he would obey him in every 
thing. Henry anfwered. That he would. 44 Then,” faid 
the abbot, 44 I enjoin you to return to the government of 
“ your empire.” This falutarv advice came very feafonably 
to Henry , who followed it; for his abfence had again fet the 
empire in arms. 

in 1015, Bolejlaus , the warlike and intriguing king of Po- Warswith 
land, was fummoned to appear hefore a diet at Merjbourg , to Poland 
anfwer to a charge brought againft him of having confpired 

with the duke of Bohemia and Ardouin to difturb the peace of 

the 
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the empire. Bolef.aus laughed at this fummons j he raifeJ aii 
army 5 and a praedatory war enfued, which ended l*y ano¬ 
ther deceitful peace; and BoleJIaus promifed to pav tribute 
to the empire for Poland and Moravia. After this, Henry re¬ 
ceived, from Rodolph III. king of Transjurane Burgundy, a 
cefiion of his dominions ; but the inhabitants not receiving 
him as their fovereign, he gave them up to be plundered and 
maflacred by his troops ; and Werner , bifhop of Stmjbourg , 
his lieutenant-general, gave them a complete defeat nearG^- 
neva, while the emperor was reducing the dulce of Saxony , 
who tyrannized over his fubje&s, to a good behaviour. 

Here we are to place the famous trial of the emprefs Curie* 
gunda, for being unfaithful to her hufband’s bed. It hap¬ 
pens unfortunately for the character of the ladies of thofe 
days, that their honour never is vindicated but at the expence 
of credibility. Cunegunda approved herfelf innocent by go¬ 
ing through the ordeal trial unhurt. Either the ftory itl'elf 
mud: be falfe, or the emprefs mull have impofed upon her 
hufband and the judges. Henry’s fufpicions, ho wever, were 
very natural, as we fball fee hereafter. 

About the year 1019, the Greeks , having regained their 
footing in Apulia and Calabria , defeated the Normans, whom 
the Italians had called to their afiiffance $ and pope Bene- 
didtVIll. was obliged to fly to Bamberg for the imperial pro¬ 
tection. Upon this occafion a diet was held at Aix-la-Cba - 
pellc, where the laws he had formerly enabled at Pavia, and 
which rendered the pope a vafial of the empire in tempoial 
matters, were confirmed ; and meafures were t aken for in- 
furing the peace of the empire, and for fending an army into 
Italy , where the Saracens had ravaged Tufcany. In ion, 
Henry , at the head of an army, the general officers of which 
'were chiefly bifliops, who commanded their own regiments, 
re-conquered all Apulia and Calabria, and expelled, or other- 
wife reduced, the Italian noblemen and prelates, who had 
favoured the Greeks or Saracens. In fhort, he difabled his 
enemies fo, that Italy was reflored to an uncommon Hate of 
tranquility. 

Henry then repafied the Alps, and exp refled a defire of hav¬ 
ing an interview with Rofert, king of France. This was in 
order to flrengthen the tranquility of his empire. Robert 
con fen ted ; but forr.c difputes happening concerning the ce¬ 
remonial, Henry, with great magnanimity, cut them fhort, 
by going in perfon to the French camp; where Robert re¬ 
ceived him like a brother, and all former differences between 
them and their fubjedfs were fettled. This was the la'ft il- 
luflricus action of Henry s life ; for, after refloring Germany 
and Italy to a (late of greater tranquility than they had known 
for many years before, he died, in 102 A, at Grone , when he 
was but fifty-two years of age, of which he reigned twenty- 
two. It is faid, upon good authority, that, on his death- 
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bed, he declared, to the parents of Cunegunda, his wife, that 
he re do red her a virgin to their care. This, if true, eafily 
accounts for his jealoufy. 

Henry had as many epithets as he had defeats or virtues, and cha- 
or what were efteemed fo in thofe times. He had a halt in rafter of 
walking, and therefore he was called the Lame ; he had a cold Henry. 
conftitution, which gained him the appellation of tkeChaJle\ 
he was devout, and therefore he was called the Saint j and 
his Chrijlian zeal got him the name of the Apajlle. That 
Henry was a prince of great abilities, muft appear to any one 
who refledls upon the length and profperity of his reign, the 
powerful enemies he had to contend with, the turbulence of 
the times, and the tranquility in which he left his empire. 

His great art feems to have confifted in his ballancing parties 
among his chief vaflals, and keeping the German ecclefiaftics 
on his fide. This laft meafure colt him fometimes too dear; 
for he is faid to have muttered a curfe while a bilhop of Pa- 
derhorn was bellowing a benediction upon him for his libera¬ 
lity to his fee. 


16. 


Conrade II. furnamed the Salic. 


H ENRY of Bavaria dying without iffue, a moll prodi- Eieftio 

gious number of German dukes and nobility affembled of Con 


Wo 


the choice of a new emperor. We cannot pronounce any 
thing decifive concerning this meeting, whether all thofe 
princes had actually a voice in electing the emperor ; or, 
whether their prefence was not necelfary for adjulling cer¬ 
tain differences among the feven electors. The dukes of 
Saxony, Bohemia, Bavaria , Carintbia , Suabia , Franconia , 
Lor rain, and Holland and Friejlcmd , were prefent. The mul¬ 
titude of prelates, and other noblemen, was prodigious ; as 
was the number of retinues they brought with them. After 
a canvafs of fix weeks, their choice fell upon Conrade II. 
called the Salic , from his being born near the river Sala , or 
defeended from the Salt an princes. The choice of the elec¬ 
tors feems to have heen determined by the opinion they had 
of his virtue and his inability to opprefs them, as his patri¬ 
monial dominions were inconfiderable ; whereas, the impe¬ 
nd authority devolving upon a prince of great ambition and 
power, might have rendered him abfclute over the other elec¬ 
tors. 

Cotirade is faid to have begun his reign by purfuing the 


plan of his predecefior in contin 


i: i ng the publi 


tranquility. 


and eftablilhing the practice of j office and true policy among 
his fubjeCts. While he was intent on this, an account came 
that fome of the great fiefs of Italy were .inclined to put them- 

felves 
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felves under the prote£ion of the king of France , who had 
refufed their offer; and that Lombardy was on the point of 
revolting. The pope, "John XX. continued firm in the Ger¬ 
manic intereft; and he invited Conrade into Italy in 1026, 
whither he repaired with incredible expedition, 
who is Like his predeceffors, his prefence, at the head of a great 

crowned army, bore down all oppofition ; and, after chaftizing the 

at Ro?ne. infurgents of Lombardy , he went, accompanied by Canute , 

king of England , and Rodolph III. king of Transjurane Bur¬ 
gundy, to Rome ; where, on Eajler-day, he received the ini- 
perial crown from the pope. Having intelligence that Ernefl , 
duke of Suabia ; Albert , duke of Carinthia ; and Conradin , 
duke of Worms , were in arms againft him in Germany, he 
left Italy, and caufed his fon Henry, who was then but 
twelve years of age, to be eledbed ana crowned king of Ger¬ 
many at Aix-la-Cbapelle ; and then taking the field, he tho¬ 
roughly defeated the rebels. Ernejl was killed; the reft were 
made prifoners, and adjudged, by an affembly of the Germa¬ 
nic body, to have forfeited their dominions. Mifico, fon of 
Bolejlaus, king of Poland, had taken upon him that title; 
and pretended to be independent of the empire. Conrade 
marched againft him with an army; defeated him; and 
forced him to throw himfelf upon the prote&ion of Otbalru , 
duke of Bohemia ; who ungeneroufly fent a letter to the em¬ 
peror, offering to give up his gueft. The emperor privately 
fent the letter to Mifico, who thereupon threw himfelf at 
Conrade's feet. The emperor reftored him to his dominions, 
and Othalric fued for pardon and peace, which were granted 
him. 

Affairs of Soon after, Qtbo, Mifico's brother, being affaflinated, as 
Germany was thought, by Mifico , Conrade, by his imperial authority, 
and Po - divided Mifico' s kingdom into three parts : one he left to 
land. Mifico himfelf, but the other two were given to two Polijb 

noblemen, who were fuppofed to be well aftedfted to the em¬ 
pire. They foon fliewed themfelves unworthy of their truft, 
for each fet up for himfelf; Silefia was entirely detached 
from Poland', and Moravia was annexed to Bohemia, where 
duke Othalric became thereby very powerful. His fon, Bre- 
tijlaus , about the year 1032, after thofe partitions had taken 
place, had forcibly carried off a lady, one Judith, the daugh¬ 
ter of a nobleman who, in hiftory, is called count Albert 
Otho. The father threw himfelf at the emperor’s feet, who 
immediately marched to punifti the ravilher; but matters 
were made up while the two armies were on the point ot 
coming to a bloody battle. Bretijlaus fubmitted, and Con-, 
rade pardoned him. The emperor then chaftized feme ot 
the pagan inhabitants of the county of Mecklenburg!) but 
frefti commotions drew his arms towards Hungary. Stephen, 
the king of that country, demanded the dutchy of Bavaria , 
in right of his wife, lifter and heirefs to tire late emperor. 

Conrade not only rejected his claim, but entered Ihwya > j 


I 
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with a powerful army ; and Stephen was obliged to fue to 
him for a peace. It was obferved that one Babo, count 
of Nuremberg, ferved in this expedition with thirty-two 
of his Tons, all bearing arms and born of one mother. 

Rodolph, king of Transjurane Burgundy , being dead, Con - King Ro- 
rade claimed his fucceffion under Rodolph* s laft will, rather dolfh' s 
than as being the hufband of Gifella, his younger lifter, fucceffion 
Eudes, count of Champagne, the fon of the elder fitter, difputed. 
Bertha, difputed Conrade* s title to the whole; but, after 
a bloody war, he was killed in a battle which he loft near 
Barleduc ; by which a very confiderable acquifition fell to 
Conrade. A number-of the bifhops and noblemen, in 
Transjurane Burgundy aflembled at Soleuvre, confirmed his 
fuccefs by taking an oath of allegiance to him, and acknow¬ 
ledged his fon lucceffor to their kingdom. Miftco, king of 
Roland, being dead, the Poles revolted from his widow Ric- 
liza, who afted as regent for her young fon Cafimir, and (he 
put herfelf under the emperor’s prote&ion ; but Conrade 
could not prevent the Bohemians from ravaging Poland , 
where they carried off a vaft booty. As to young Cafimir , 
he was ftiut up in a monaftery; from whence he was re- 
jcafed by the Poles themfelves, and he mounted the throne 

of his anceftors. 

Conrade then celebrated the marriage of his (onHenry with Affair* in 
Gunhilda, daughter of Canute, king of England. This is the Italy. 

lady whofechaftity was vindicated, when accufed, by a young 
Englijkman, of fmall ftature, who became her voluntary 
champion, and killed the giant who was champion for the 
profecution. This faft, though butfparingly mentioned by 
German authors, is well attefted by the Englijh, who wrote 
the neareft to thofe times. The feftivities ot this marriage 
were broken off by the account that Conrade received of the 
archbifhop of Milan having declared againft him in Italy ; 
which he entered, with a great army, in 1037. His march 
was fo fudden, that he entered Milan without oppofition.; 
and ordered Heribert, the archbifhop, with the prelates of his 
party, to be put under arreft. The bifhops were fent pri— 
loners to Germany ; but Heribert made his efcape, by making 
his guards drunk j and, entering Milan, he fortified it, and 
fhut his gates againft the emperor. Conrade was,, at this 
time, bulled in reducing other parts of Italy to their duty; 
but he marched to Milan, which he befieged, though in 
vain; and this ruined his credit in Italy. Conrade, exafpe- 
rated to the laft degree, revenged himfelf by defolating the 
country; and by prevailing with the pope, who is fatd to 

have been a boy of feventeen years of age, to excommuni¬ 
cate Heribert. . . a 

The troubles and commotions of Italy, where Conrade left 

great part of his army, everyday encreafed; and Henry par¬ 
doned fome and punifhed others; bur a contagious difternper 

breaking out in his army, he was obliged to return to Ger- 

& many. 
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many , and to leave Italy in a more diftra&ed ftate than when 
he entered it; the Normans having now made a great p ro *_ 

grefs in Apulia and Calabria. Cotirade , before he left Italy 
feems to have entered into fome compromife with Heribert - 
for we are told that he came to Milan, where he was crown¬ 
ed; and that he received the bleflingof BetnediSilX, who had 
fucceeded John XX. 

Conrade' s Conrade , foon after his return horn Italy, being feized with 
death and the gout in his legs, died fuddenlv at Utrecht , in the fif. 

charafler. teenth year of his reign. According to the beft accounts, hz 

was a prince of great virtue and magnanimity, and remark¬ 
able for his generality towards thole who ferved him well; 
A gentleman who had loft his leg in his fervice, received his 
boot full of gold, as the emperor told him, to pay for his 
cure. Upon the whole, however, notwithstanding all the 
virtues of thelate emperors, Germany was, at this time,more 
barbarous and uncivilized than it was at the death of Charles 
the Great. This was owing to the impolitic diviliens of the 
empire made by that prince and his fucceffors among their 
children, which was produ&ive of perpetual war, the great' 
enemy of civilization. 


17. Henry III. furnamed the Black. 

Henry's rl IS prince afeended the imperial throne in confe- 

wars with -A quence of his former election, without any difficulty; 
the Hun - an d was crowned at Aix-la-Chapelle by Phil:grin, archbiffiop 
garians. °f Cologne. In 1040, he had reduced the duke of Bohemia , 

who had refufed to pay him tribute. He then marched againft 
Ovon, who, it is faid, had ufurped the crown of Hungary 
from Peter , a relation of king Stephen, who was called Peter the 
German , becaufe he owed his dignity to the emperor Conrade, 
This war was undertaken in the year 1042. Henry's view 
was to revive the fuperiority of his empire over the Hungari¬ 
ans irreconcilable to Peter, and to eveiy other prince he 
prefented to their choice ; but ftrongly dil'poled in favour of 
Ovon , with whom he was obliged to enter into an alliance 
for a fhort time. Next year, he defeated Ovon in a pitched 
battle near Raab, and, entering Alba Regalis , he was acknow¬ 
ledged fovereign of the kingdom by the ftates ; and he re- 
eftablifhed Peter on the throne. Soon after, Ovon was taken 
prifoner, and Peter ordered his head to be ftruck oft". 

State of In confequence of the imperial rights, Henry heftovved the 
affairs at archbifhopric of Lions upon a prelate whom he inverted with 
Rome. a ring and a crown. The counts of Tufcany had, of late, 

diredted the affairs of the papacy at Rome ; but rhev were 
now oppofed by Ptolemy , the conful ; and they expelled Be- 

nedifi IX. on account of the fcandalous life he led; and one 

of 
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of their own fa&ion, whotook the name of Silver HI. was 
/aifed to the papacv. The latter was dcpcfed in 
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months time, and Benedict rc-eftablifhed ; but finding him- 
fclf univerfally detefted, he fold part of the papacy to one 
John ■, and all the three competitors entered into a kind of 
coir.promife to divide the revenues of the holy fee among 
them, and to indulge themfelves in pleafure, without tak¬ 
ing any concern about the public. This triumvirate was 
too infamous to laft; and a prieft, called Grattan , prevailed 
with the three popes to accept, each of them, a fum of mo¬ 
ney, and to refign the dignity of pope; which they did, and 
were fucceeded in it by Gratian , who affirmed the name of 
Gregory VI. The emperor, Henry , looked upon all thole 
revolutions as fo many invafiens of his prerogative; and, in 
1046, he palled the dips at the head of an army; was 
crowned at Milan by the archhifhop ; waited upon by pope 
Gregory VI. at Placentia ; and ordered a council to be afiem- 
b!ed at $utri. There the depefition of the papal triumvirs where 
was confirmed ; Gregory was depofed for fimony ; the papal Henry 
fee was declared vacant; and Hedegar , bifhop of Bamberg, nominates 
immediately took pofleflion of it, by the exprefs order of the the popes* 
emperor, under the tide of Clement II. 

Henry having thus re-aflerted, in its fulleft extent, the ex- 
ereife of the imperial rights at Rome , was crowned there, on 
Chrijtmas-day , with his emprefs, by the new pope; and 
obliged the fenate, and people of Rome , to fwear, that they 
never would afterwards chufe a pope without the confentand 
permiffion of the emperors of Germany. Henry found the 
Norman princes in Italy too powerful to think of recovering 
the territories they had taken from t\\oGreeks and the Saracens ; 
and was contented with their receivihg from him, as a mark 
of his luperiority, the inveftiture o % Apulia, Calabria , and 
the Beneventine. Henry then returned to Germany , where he 
received news of the death of pope Clement II. and, notwith- 
ftanding the intrigues of the Italians, nominated Poppo, bifhop 
of Brrjcia , to fucceed him ; which he did, under the name 
of Damafus 11. but he enjoyed his papacy only twenty-three 
days. The emperor, to keep up his dignity to the full, re- 
fufed to admit of any applications from the Romans ; and im¬ 
mediately nominated Erv.no , bifhop of Toul , to the papal 
fee; and obliged him directly to a flume the pontifical veft- 
ments, and to fet out on his journey for Rome. He was at¬ 
tended thither by the famous Hildebrand, a monk of Clugni, 
who won the pope’s confidence, and perfuaded him, as a 
matter of confcience, to diveft himfelf of the pontifical robes 
till he (hould be formally eletSfed at Ro?nc ; where H lit brand 
artfully embarrafied his ele&ion, that the pope, who took the 
name of Leo IX. might think he owed it entirely to him. 


In 1050, a new war broke out between’the emperor and He is de« 
the Hungarians. The latter had depoled Peter , tile err.pe- feated ia 
tor’s king; and chofe, in his room, And'exv, his coufin ; Hungary, 

who 
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who bad defeated Peter , and, after putting out his eyes, had 


The 


ried on, upon this occafion, by Henry againft Andrew , are 
fo variouflv related, that we have nothing but conjedure to 

J — - % 

guide us. 
whole 


It is moil propable that the emperor, upon the 

- - L « 1 « i i • n • 


tend that he defeated Andrew in feveral bloody battles, {trip, 
ped him of a great part of his dominions, and obliged him 
to pay a tribute both in men and money: but the fad is, 
that Andrew , who was a Chrijlian , which more than half of 
his fubjeds were not, kept pofleffion of the crown of Hun - 
gary ; and, according to fome authors, married one of the 

emperor’s daughters. 

All Bavaria was, at this time, in agitation, on account of 
the tyranny of young Canrade , its duke. Henry fummoned 
him to appear before him at Merjbourg , where he deprived 
him of his dominions, which he gave to his fon Henry, a 
child of no more than three years of age, though he was, 
about the fame time, eleded and crowned king of the Rt- 

that the acceflion to the empire might be aflured to 
him/ As a proof that the emperor had not fubdued Hungary, 
the deprived duke of Bavaria retired thither, and received 
hnth fhelter and affiftance from the Hungarians. 

In 1055, the emperor, with the affiftance of the diet of 


mans 


Aix-la-Chapelie 


an army into Flanders, the 


count of which had invaded Lor rain , and plundered Trim, 
with the other towns upon the Mofclle. \ his obliged count 
Baldwin to leave Lorrain , to defend his own territories, from 


A fval rs of Up 


Henry 
fairs of Italy. 


But we are now to attend the af- 


Italy. 


fully, that he prevailed with the Romans to chufe a pope, and 
with the emperor to pardon them for not having obtained his 
confent. The Normans , at this time, were very powerful 
in Italy ; where they defeated an army which had been lent 
by the emperor to the late pope, whom they took prifoner 
and carried captive to Bencvertfo. He was fucceeded, as we 
have already hinted, by Vifior II. who came to Germany to 
implore the emperor’s protedlion againft the Normans. Henry 
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accordingly 


Cqfhl 


refufed to do him homage for the fiefs he held of the empire, 
and had even ufurped the title of emperor. The pope fent 
his admonitions to Ferdinand j but he, inftead of obeying 
them, fent Roderigo , the cid, with an army acrofs the Pyre¬ 
nees. A negotiation foon put an end to their differences. 


Hem 


of homage. 


During Henry’s abode in Italy , he had a quarrel with h;s 

_ r fl /\ .. „ r ~ --L. ,Cr nw jin- 


own lifter, Beatrice , the widow of 
the wife of Godfrey , a German noblema 
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fad promifed her daughter, Matilda , who was heir to her 
father’s eftates. The hufband was obliged to fly to Flanders 
and the lady was fent prifoner to Germany . Before Henry 
left Italy, he made an alliance with Contarini , duke of Ve¬ 
nice, which was, even at that time, a powerful ftate ; and, 
upon his return to Germany , he obliged his own uncle, Jcb- 
bard , bifhop of Ratifbon, to appear before the diet, for hav¬ 
ing fomented an infurre&ion in Bavaria ; for which he was 
condemned to perpetual imprifonment, but releafed by the 
emperor’s clemency. 

In 1056, all Germany , and the greateft part of Europe, was The em- 
vifited with a moft dreadful famine, peltilence, and earth- peror’s 
quakes. Henry did all he could to relieve his fubjefts, who death and 
were over-run by the Sclavonians, thofe barbarians bein'* character*, 
preffed by the fame calamities. The fufferings of his fub- 
je&s, it is thought, made an impreflion upon the emperor’s 
health; and, after caufing his fon, for a fecond time, to be 
ele&ed king of the Romans , he died, at Burfelt, in Saxony , in 
the twenty-ninth year of his age, and the fixteenth of his 
reign. His character was much the fame with thofe of his 
two immediate predecefiors ; all of them were endowed with 
ambition and magnanimity, had the fame interefts to flip- 
port, and the fame enemies to combat. 



18. 


Henry IV. furnamed the Great. 



HE 




taining as it is barbarous. The name of the emprefs- of Henry 

mother was Agnes, daughter to the duke of Guienne, a woman IV. a mi- 

offenfe and fpirit. The young emperor was no more than nor. 

five years of age when he was recognized by a diet of the 

princes, convoked at Cologne , with fo much unanimity, that 

the count of Flanders, and the marquis of Tufcany, were then 

reconciled to the emprefs-regent, who was acknowledged as 

fuch by all prefent. The inexpreffible ignorance, vice, 

pride, and ambition, which then over-run Germany , created 

infinite trouble to the regent. She conferred the great 

dutchy of Suabia upon Rudolph of Rhinjield , in preference 

to count Bert hold ; and thereby made the latter her enemy. 

Poland renounced its dependence upon the German empire, 

and attacked Hungary. The regent gave that king fome fup- 

port, but he and his queen were obliged to take refuge in 

Patijbonne. Wars likewife broke out amcngft the counts of 

Holland and the bifhops of Cologn and Liege, for matters fo 

trivial that they are not worthy of being mentioned in hif- 
[tory. 
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who 


empire. Every woman of high rank, in thofe days, 
had a minifter to whom file was obliged to truft, was f U p. 
pofed to be in love with him. The emprefs-regent’s mini¬ 
fter was the bifhop of Augfourg , and the dukes of Saxony and 
Bavaria laid hold of that circumftance to calumniate her; 
and found means to get the perfon of the emperor, who was 
nephew to them both, into their poffefiion. They committed 
his education to the care of the archbifhops of Cologne and 


different 


The 


deavoured to render his auguft pupil worthy of empire, but 
the latter to make himfelf neceffary to his vicious inclina- 
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tions, which he fought by all means to gratify. W c no not 
find that the emprels renounced her regency after fhe was 
deprived of the tuition of her fon. 

Pope Nicholas took the opportunity of the emperor’s non¬ 
age to enadf a decree, that the popes fhould be elected by the 
curates of Rome , who are now called cardinals. The em- 
prefs-regent, in a diet which fhe convoked, depofed pope 
Alexander II. who had been chofen under that decree; and 
fubftituted, in his room, Honorius II. A fchifm naturally 
enfued, and it had great confequences. Alexander was fup- 

Geojfrey of Lorrain> the hufband of Matilda, 


ported 


TuJ 


He 


He made Gojlar the 


in 1072; entered upon the exercife of government, he found 
every thing in confufton. His mother, dilgufted with the 
oppofition" fhe met with, had retired to a convent; and 
Germany , in general, was a feene of public robbery and de¬ 
predation. 

Henry ft 

feat of his government, and ere£ied forts for bridling the 
public abufes. The expence with which his government 
was attended, produced murmurings among his great fub- 

jebfs; who 
from the 

That pontif had the infolence to fummon the emperor to 
appear before him at Rome , to give an account both of his 
moral and civil condudft. Though the emperor defpifed this 
fummons, yet the ftates of Saxony made a handle of it to 
diftrefs him in the adminiftration of government. They de¬ 
manded that he fhould demolifh all his new-ere£ed forts in 
Saxony and Thuringia ; that he fhould re-inftat e Otbo, the 
duke of Saxony , in the dutchy of Bavaria ’, of which he had 
been deprived for treafon againft the emperor’s perfon ; and 
that, in all his private life, he fhould conform himfelf to 


1, glad of any pretext for emancipating themfelyes 
imperial authority, fided with pope Alexander, 


their 


Thofe 


defires, 
aflbeiation confiftin 


it were JVerner 
of Halberfiadi ; 
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archbifhop of Magdeburg ; Bur char , 

Henry , bifbop of Hildcjhcim ; IVerner , biuiop 
. ----- — bifliop 
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Paderborn ; Frederic , bifhop of Mimmegsrdcf 
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bifhop of Mifnia ; Qtho , duke of Saxony ; the marquifes of 
Thuringia, Uko , and Dcc/a ; and Frederic , count-palatine of 

Saxony. 

The emperor offered them all the conftitutional redrefs 
that was in his power to afford ; but, as fome of their de¬ 
mands were not only unreafonable, but ridiculous, he under¬ 
hand ftrengthened himfelf.by forming a counter-party in the 
empire. His own vices proved to be his greateft enemies. 

His completion was amorous, and he had about him a 
haughtinefs extremely difgufting to his fubjecte. In fhort, 
he was deferted by all his friends; and obliged, at laft, to 
have recourfe to the poor expedient of fending perfonal chal¬ 
lenges to his fubje&s, who declined them ; and, in the end, 
he was forced to take refuge in Worms. Diftreffed majefty 
has always been known to be a powerful advocate. The in¬ 
habitants of Worms compaffionated their emperor, who came 
to implore their protection ; and he prevailed with fome of 
his chief fubjeCts to give him a meeting at Oppenheim , where 
hisaddrefs and eloquence conquered the moft obftinate among 
them. One Reginger , who had formerly been his domeftic, 
had likewife been particularly aCtive in ftirring up the rebel¬ 
lion again!! him. Him the emperor defied to fingle com¬ 
bat, in thofe days the facred tribunal ofjuftiee; but Re¬ 
ginger, either declining the combat, or being fecretly made 
away with, Henry thereby eftablifhed his own character. 

The Saxons , however, having fettled a plan of rebellion. He is ex- 
again appeared in arms ; but Henry defeated them in the year communi- 
J 0 “ 5 , and rhe ; r heads publicly afked him pardon. Cardinal cated by 
Hildebrand , whom we have already mentioned, upon the the pope, 
death of Alexander II. had been chofen pope, and aflumed 

the name of Gregory W11. The emperor was not confulted 

in this eleCtion, and complained of it. The pope tempo¬ 
rized, as being in no condition to refill:; but, when Henry 
confirmed hi> election, he threw off the malk, and excom¬ 
municated all the Gentian princes who oppofed his will. The 
papal artillery, upon this occafion, was chiefly levelled at the 
ecclelialtics for their fubmitting to take inveftitures from la¬ 
ics. The pope omitted nothing in his power to ftir up a re¬ 
bellion in Germany again!! Henry. He lent four legates thi¬ 
ther to hold a council, and to charge the emperor with fimo- 
ny. He even employed emiffaries to !tir up the Saxons to re¬ 
bellion ; and treated the emperor, in all refpedts, as an ex¬ 
communicated perfon. Henry, though he a<5ied with great 
vigour in the field, and fubdued the Saxons , was obliged to 
give way to the torrent of religious zeal. He wrote a letter 
to the pope, acknowledging his faults, and begging forgive- 
nefs. This was granted him by Gregory , who, at the lame 
time, propofed to head an army of Cbrijhons , to refeue the 
holy fepulchre from the infidels; and that the emperor fnould 
ferve under him as a volunteer. The pontifs prefumption 
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did not flop here; for he rebuked a king of Hungary fa 
paying homage for his crown to the emperor, inftead of the 

holy fee. 


donation The emperor hated Gre 
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of Matilda {landing his fubmiffion, he continued, as before, to grant 
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to the fee ecclefiaftical inveftitures by the crofs and the ring. This 
of Rome, exafperated Gregory , who accufed the emperor, 


perhaps 


with 
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Henrv* under pain of excommunication, 
• 7 1 ". This J 


to appear before him) as a criminal) at Rome. 
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Henry 


Worms 
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vation againft the pope. Gregory , on the other hand) called 
together a council, which declared the emperor to be excom- 

® • i nni. _ /^i_fliroti fiipU nf fliom no ninosl 


The 


Henry 


Henry's 
humility 
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to render themfelves independent; and the ver y men who, 
but a little before, had voted Gregory to be deprived of the 
pontificate, now joined him againft Henry , who was fum- 
moned to appear before the pope at Augfburg. The emperor, 
on this occafion, feemed to be deferred by all the world. 
His coufin, the famous countefs Matilda , had an implacable 
hatred to him and his houfe; hut was proportion ably at¬ 
tached to Gregory and the church. In her own right, fac 
p ode fled great part of Tufcany, Mantua,Parma, Reggio, Pla¬ 
centia, Ferrara, Modena, Verona, 

called the patrimony of St. Peter 

r ~ T 1 Spoleto, and tkc March cf An¬ 
cona. 1 hole valt pouemons were by her, in the madnefsof 
her zeal, bellowed upon Gregory, who lived with her, in no 

__ r CanoJJd , in Italy. 

Nothing but aiftrefs and difficulty prefented itfelf to Hemp 

Canoffi 


Viterbo to Orvieto 


Thofe 
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and pe- pliant, and to wait, bare-footed, in themidft of fnow, irom 

morning to evening, during three days, to implore pardonot 
his holinefs, who, with difficulty, was prevailed upon to 
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nance 


grant it. 


This 
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thofe days were enthufiafts for the pope. Religion was then, 
as fince, worn as a mafic for temporal motives. The noble 

Italians could have borne with the infolence of the pope, be- 
caufe it ferved them as a defence againft the imperial autho¬ 
rity ; but, when they faw Gregory exalt himfelf above the 
hi^heft pretenfions of the emperor, they took part with the 

JaUer, and, in very ftrong terms, exprefled their natred ot 

the pontifical infolence; Matters were very different in Ger¬ 
many, where a jealoufv of the imperial power prevailed, and 

the princes fidedfo entirely with the pope, that they laid hold 
of the excommunication which had been pronou nced again* 

the emperor, to declare him diveiled of the empire 5 and, “j 
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his flead, they elected Rodolpb , duke of Suabia, who was 
,-iclually crowned at Mentz. Henry was then in Italy, col¬ 
lecting forces againft the pope; but, hearing he had been 
depofed in Germany , he fet out for that country ; and, hav¬ 
ing haftily afiembled an army, he gave battle, near Wurtz- 
lurg, to his rival Rodolpb , who was completely defeated. 

In 1080, Gregory VII. who had, for fonie time, b< 
blocked up by the Lombards in CanoJJa , efcaped and con- his rival 
firmed the depofition of Henry . Rodolpb, about the fame Rudolph. 
time, was again defeated by the emperor, who made himfelf 
matter of Suabia j and, marching into Saxony, he gave Ro¬ 
dolpb a third defeat. This ferved only to animate the haughty 
pontif again ft Henry. He fent to Rodolpb a golden crown, 
with a ftupid verfe, intimating, That, as our Saviour gave 
dominion to Peter , fo he, Gregory , gave the empire to Ro - 
dolph , in the following words : Petra dedit Petr0, Petrus dia- ■ 
damn Rodolpho. Pie nry was no ways difconcerted, and turned 
the pope’s artillery upon himfelf. He afiembled the German 
bifliops at Brixon , and they depofed Gregory ; fubftituting in 
his room Gilbert , archbiftiop of Ravenna , who took the title 


of Clement III. 


dolph 


s 


The 


.. .. again in arms. 

'Provence, and the Norman princes, declared themfelves for 
Gregory ; but Godfrey of Bouillon , one of the greateft warriors 
of that age, Tided with Henry, and a decif 

at Merfburg , in'which Godfrey cut oft 
mortally wounded him. Henry being victorious, faw, with- 



out emotion, the magmiicent interment which Rodolpb *s 


friends beftowed upon him ; faying, 
enemies were as pompoufly buried. 


That he wiftied all his 


nents; a 


The death of Rodolpb completed the triumphs of Henry in The em- 

Germany , where he revenged himfelf feverely upon his oppo-pero. 

nd then marched to Italy, that he might place ms takes 
own pope, Clement, upon the papal throne. _ Gregory made Rome. 
a vigorous refiftancc. The Romans fhut their gates againft 
the emperor, and defended themfelves for two years and a 
half. Their city, at laft, was taken by ftorm, in 1084; but 
Gregory retired to the caftle of St. Angelo , which was too well 
fortified for Plenry to take. Robert Guifcard, the Not man 
duke of Apulia, marched to Gregory's relief; and while 
Henry was in Lombardy, he delivered him and carried him to 

Sclent. In the mean while, Henry publifiied his rear'" 1 ' 
depofing Gregory, and fubftituting Clement in his r ® on j- 
which the Romans appeared to be fo well fatisned, that the 
latter was crowned at St. Peters with the ufual ceremonies , 
after which he nut the imperial diadem upon the head or 
llenrv 


with 


It is remarkable, that, while the Romans and the Lombards 
were almoft unanimous in fupporting the impenal dignity 
againft the pope, the Germans were uniting againii: it. 1 he 
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hut the Saxons once more confederated, under the fhadow of 
Gregory’s authority ; and, in 1085, they eledfed count Her - 
man, of Luxembourg , king of the Romans j and deftroyed the 
efrates of Henry and his adherents in Franconia. Thofe di- 
fturbances carried Henry back to Germany ; and, calling a ge¬ 
neral affemblyof ecclefiaftics at Mentz, all the anathemas of 
Gregory againft Henry were annulled ; and the emperor’s ordi¬ 
nances againft the pope were confirmed ; and all the prelates 
who befriended count Herman were deprived of their bene¬ 
fices, as the count himfelf was of his new title. 

Upon the breaking up of this afTembly, an account came 
of the death of Gregory at Salerno and, that the Kotuans , 
without regarding Clement , the German pope, had fixed upon 
cardinal D'tdier , the abbot of Monte Cafino , to fucceed him. 
Henry was then too much employed in Germany to fupport 
his pope’s title. Herman , though deprived, was frill a dan¬ 
gerous rival j but the emperor, at laft, after driving him 
from place to place, he obliged him to fly to Thiningia ; 
from whence he came and furrendered himfelf at the empe¬ 
ror’s feet, and afterwards died by the hands of a woman who 
threw a ftone from a battlement upon his head. The rebels 


chc.fs Egbert , marquis of Thuringia , king of the Romans in 
his room ; but Henry defeated him in a decifive battle, and 
he was killed in his flight. 

The empercr’s affairs :io fooner began to wear a favoura¬ 
ble afpedl in Germany , than they went to wreck in Italy. 
The countefs Matilda vigoroufly efpoufed the caufe of Vic¬ 
tor III. who had fucceeded pope GregoryV II. and afterwards 

of Urban 11 . both of them raifed to the popedom in preju¬ 
dice of pope Clement. Matilda had married, for her fecond 
hufband, young Guelph , of Bavaria , whofe father had re¬ 
ceived that dutchy from Henry , ami from whom the fadlion 
of the Guelphs had their nam 
perfon, and fpirited up the emperor’s fon and wife to declaie 
againft him ; which they did, and invited the Normans to 
their afnftancc. The emperor being refolved to march to 
Italy , gave the marquifate of Mifnia to the count of Lavl- 
berg , the a nc eft or of the elcdois of Saxony ; and then crofting 
the Alps, he mad n ” '' ‘ n ’ ' - 


n 
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She headed her troops in 
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moft rapid progtefs againft his enemies 
in Italy. He took all the towns on this-fide the Po ; teduced 
Mantua, after a twelve month’s fiege'j and, at laft, all 

Lombardy . 

Thofe conquefts were more fplcndid than they were fub- 
ftantial. His pope was fhut up in the Lai man at Rome . Con- 
radc , the emperor’s fon, and the emprefs Adelaide , whom 

had joined with Matilda \ and the 
ly in the field. Pope UrLan continued to 
thunder out his excommunications apainft him ; and the bi- 

M + 

{hops of Cory la nee and PaJJau, being in Urban s intereft, were 

perpetually exciting his fubjedfs ro rebel. That pope was 

then holding the famous council cf Cicimsut, in Auvergne , 

for 


Henry had maltreated, 
Normans were adfuailv i 
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for promoting a crufade againft the infidels for the recovery Beginnir 
of the Holy Land ; and the inconftant Romans , dreading or the 
jicnrfs refentment, had efpoufed the caufe.of his pope Clt- crufades 

But this prelate was deftitute of authority ; and Mi- 


hi (Hi 


with many cities of Lombardy, had declared for Conrads , 


v. 


of Rog 


Mi 


lan. This revolution gave a new, and a ruinous, tui 
the affairs of Henry , who was obliged to return to Germany. 
Here he put his fon to the ban of the empire ; and, in 1099, 


Rowans. 


Henry 


E urep 


Henry 


refer the reader to the former part of this hiftory for the fuc- 
ccfs of thofe adventurers. The emperor had not power to 
fupprefs them ; they filled all the places through which they 
went with murders and defolation, but the firft fwarms of 
them were almoft all extinguiflied in their route through 
Hungary. The inequality of Henry's temper, rather than 
any habitual practice of vice, appears to have been the great 
fource of his misfortunes. -His fon Conrade is mentioned in 
hiftory as having been an inoffenfive prince ; and his power 
was fo well fixed in Lombardy , that he died in poffeffion of 
the throne which he had mounted. After he was put to the 

n was affigned for the refidence of 
? of the Romans. An accommo- 


Henr) 


Ratifb 


dation was effe£ted between the emperor, the Saxons , and 


Bavarians. 


ci 


■Ipf. 


from whom he had feparated. The archbifhop of Mentz bcls 


h 
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Henry s troubles were renewed. T 


encouraged the archhifiiop of Mentz ; and the 
Jinnee , to oppofe the emperor; who had, b T , 


lan had raifed the power of the holy fee to an immeafurable emperor, 
height, by the fupport of the Normans , Matilda , and young 
----- -- -- ''afcballl. who 

bifhop of Con- 
V bis own au¬ 
thority, fet up three popes, but with no effedt, after the 
death of Urban. It is true, the election of a pope, without 
his leave, was an invafion of his authority; but, on the 
other hand, the fanciion of a pope, acknowledged as fuch 
by the cardinals, the Remans , and the great powers of Italy, 
was too ftrong to be oppofed by Henry's prerogative; and re¬ 
bellion and ambition laid hold of it to juffify every kind of 
crime. 

1 'he reigning doctrine now all over Europe was, that a 


prince excommunicated bv the pope, was unworthy, not 

to reign, but to live; that his 1 objects and children 

owed him neither obedience nor affection; and, that _ 

mankind 


r 

only 


all 
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mankind ought to be confederated againft him. Thofe wers 
maxims extremely well fuited to young Henry , who privately 
linked himfelf with his father’s enemies; and Pafcbal under¬ 
took to give him the empire. For this purpofe he called a 
council at Rome , where he excommunicated Henry ; and the 
Ion, out of pure duty to God and the church, declared that 
his father had forfeited the empire, and that he himfelf was 
mow its lawful head. This impious dodlrine prevailed fo 
ftrongly, that, notwithftanding all the elder Henry* s admo¬ 
nitions, he faw his fon at the head of a"greater army than his 
own. All that young Henry could be brought to, was, to 
offer to lay down his arms if his father was abfolved front his 
excommunication. The father and fon met, at the head of 
their armies, near Ratifoon\ but the former, finding himfelf 
too weak to hazard a general battle, fled to Bohemia ; and 
the fon feized Spire, with all the imperial treafure. 

Such unparalleled ingratitude, together with a declaration 
the elder Henry made that he would enter into the crufade, 
procured him many powerful friends; and he fet out, at the 
head of an army, to break up the affembly which his fon 
and the pope’s legates had convoked at Mentz for his depofi- 
tion. The fon dreaded this ; and, when the father was ad¬ 
vanced as far as Collentz , he threw himfelf 2t his feet, and 
affected fo much penitence for his undutiful behaviour, that 
his father not only pardoned him, but, as a fign of his en¬ 
tire reconciliation, difinifled his army, the fon undertaking 
to make up al! differences between him and the affembly at 
Mentz ; but, when the unhappy father came to Bingenhsim , 
he found himfelf under an arreft by his fon’s order. This 
happened in the year 1106. 

After this treachery, the parricide repaired to Mentz, where 
* no * s , the legates again excommunicated his father, who was de- 
depoie . dared to be dive fled ot the imperial dignity, and his fon was 
with grea p roc j a j met j j n his Head. The archbifliops of Mentz and Co - 
par ban ty, j c „ ne were fenfc to notify to Henry his depefition ; to demand 

of him the imperial regalia ; and to acquaint him with the 
crimes he had been guilty of, among which was the charge 
of fimony. The emperor expoflulated with them mofl pa¬ 
thetically upon this accufation, and appealed to thetnfelvcs 
•whether he had not gratuitoufly given them the two beft bi¬ 
shoprics he had in his difpofal. They were deaf to all his 
remonflrances ; forcibly threw him to the ground ; tore the 
imperial crown from his head, the mantle from his back, 
and wrefled the feeptre out of his hand. 

Young Henry being thus pofTefled of the imperial dignity, 
could not be eafy till his father had made a voluntary refig- 
nation of the empire in his favour. The elder Henry’s fpirit 
was by this time broken, though he was no more than fifty- 
five years of age. He complained, at fit ft, that he had been 
condemned unheard ; but, being obliged to appear before an 
afiembly of his great fubiedts at Ingclhc'm , he there made a 

voluntary 


who is 
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voluntary refignation of the empire to his fon; afked pardon 
0 f all whom he had offended; threw himfelf at the feet of 
the pope’s legate, and begged him to take off the fentence of 
his excommunication : but this requeft was refufed, on pre¬ 
tence that none could abfolve him but the pope himfelf. 

Few princes were ever driven to the diftrefs that now over¬ 
whelmed Henry , who, literally fpeaking, had not bread to 
eat. He, in vain, begged to be admitted a canon in his own 
church at Spire ; and wrote letters, which are {till extant, 
imploring his fon to fuffer him to live in obfcurity at Liege , 
that he might be no longer forced to go begging about for a 
place where to lay his head. 

The fon was as deaf, as the ecclefiaftics had been, to his but 
entreaties; but the emperor, at laft, found fome relief in de- efcape* 
{pair. Efcaping from his jailors, he fled to Cologne ; whereto Liege, 
the citizens admitted him as their fovereign. From thence where h« 
he propofed a reconciliation with the pope; and wrote cir- dies, 
cular letters to all the powers of Europe , exhorting them to 
take the part of diftrefled majefty. The bifhop of Liege , the 
dukes of Limbourg and Lower Lorrain , and many other 
princes of the empire, took his part; and a powerful army 
was raifed for him in the Low Countries. This difquieted hia 
fon, who, under pretence of exacting homage from the ftates 
of Alface, wanted to furprize his father at Liege ; but his ar¬ 
my was beaten, and he himfelf put to flight. It is diflicult 
to fay what the event might have been, had Henry furvived 
this crifis; but he died, on the feventh of Auguft , 1106, in 
the fifty-fixth year of his age, and the forty-ninth of his 
reign. His laft words are faid to have been full of bitternefs 
agfinft the parricide his fon and his accomplices. 

Nothing can fill the mind with more horrible ideas of ec- His cha* 
defiaftical tyranny, than the melancholy fate of the emperor rafter. 
Henry IV. who, according to the beft accounts, was, both 
in perfon and mind, notwithftanding the inequalities of his 
conduCt, one of the moft amiable princes that ever exifted. 

He was blefied, by nature, with irrefiftible eloquence and 
undaunted courage. He was beneficent and charitable almoft 
to a degree of weaknefs; for he is faid to have fed the needy, 
lame, wounded, and diftrefled of all kinds j and to have pro¬ 
vided apartments and medicines for them under his own eye 
.and in his own palaces. When but twelve years of age, he 
headed his armies in perfon, and was prefent in fixty-two 
pitched battles, in which he was generally victorious. He 
is faid to have been guilty of fome irregularities in his youth, 
Specially towards his emprefs, whom, it feems, he difliked 5 
hut, as he grew up, he difeovered greater talents for go¬ 
vernment than any prince of his time, by the wife provifions 
he made, and the regulations he eftablifhed for the peace of 
his empire. He never was known to punifh any of the nu¬ 
merous confpirators who plotted againft his life, even when 
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they were taken in the fadfc of aflaffination ; and his juRice 
and liberality in remitting his revenues, when his fubjefts 
were diftrefled, were equal to his other virtues. 

To conclude, Henry might have lived and died a great and 
a happy prince, had he been poflefled of but a middling ge¬ 
nius. The popes he had to do with admitted of no equal 
far lefs a fuperior, as fovereigns ; and the more that Henry 
fufFered from their power and infolence, he was the moie 
impatient under their dominion. His virtues, in other re- 

fpe&s, undid him. The liberalities he beftowed were placed 
upon perfons who conne&ed themfelves with his enemies, 
that they might eftablifh an independency upon his power; 
gratitude being, in thofe days, no common virtue; andno 
prince ever met with fewer returns of it than Henry did. 





Henry V. fur named the Young. 


T HIS emperor, to diflinguifh him from his father, was 

called the Young ; and, at his acceffion, Germany was 
upon the eve of a total alteration in her internal fyllem. He 
had railed himfelf to his unnatural greutnefs by the crimes of 
rebellion and ingratitude to his friend, father, and fovereign. 
To carry on the fame, he advanced to Liege ; where he forced 
the inhabitants, who had given a noble burial 10 his father’s 
body, to raife it out of the grave, as being the carcafe of an 
excommunicated wretch ; and he flung it into a vault at 
Spire, where it continued unburied for five years. This 
complaisance to the church was, in the main, far from 
eftnblifhing his authority. The great vafials of the empire 
ptirfued their fcheme of being independent of the emperor; 
and acknowledged no other fubje£iion than a feudatory re¬ 
lation, or political confederacy, with their co-ordinate (fates: 
and they actually began, about this time, to affect the name 
of co-imperantes, or fellow-emperors. Soon after the late 
emperor’s death, Pafcbnl II. fummoned a council at Guaf al¬ 
ia, on the Po ; where all the decrees that had pa fled again!!: 
the imperial right of inveftitures were confirmed : by which 
the imperial diadem loft its faireft diamond, and Henry him¬ 
felf was (tripped of his moft fubftantial prerogative. 


The emperor thought to mitigate the feverity of this alie¬ 
nation, but it was too late ; for the princes and cities of Italy 
had entirely broken oft'all connection with the imperial au¬ 
thority. The wrath of the pope hung over the emperors 
head ; and Philip, king of France, found it his intereft to 
fupport his holinefs. In (bort, the emperor was obliged to 
diflemblc, and even to apply to Philip's mediation. Henry 

at laft, had the courage to difpute the right of inveftitures; 

and 
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and was fupported by fome of the German bifhops, who pre¬ 
ferred his dominion to that of the pope ; but Henry was re¬ 
quired to leave the matter to a general council, where he was 
fare of lofing the caufe. 

Thofe difputes never failed to foment intettine divifions. 

A rebellion broke out in Bohemia , where all was in confu- 
fion; and the emperor, for a fum of money, deferted the 
caufe of the lawful duke, and fuffered an ufurper to pofTefs 
his dignity. Henry then invaded Hungary , which, at that 
time, was governed by Coleman. His expedition was un¬ 
fortunate. He was obliged to raife the liege of Prejhurg , 
and to retire, with great lofs, into Bavaria j Coloman having 
entered into an alliance with Bole/laus, king of Poland. The 
emperor fooh recruited his army; invaded Silejia , then be¬ 
longing to Poland ; and defeated the Poles in a general battle. 

Bolejlaus , finding Henry determined to revive the German 
claims of fuperiority over Poland , raifed a new army, de¬ 
feated Henry , and drove him out of Silefia. 

The emperor had now leifure to confult the fentiments of He forces 
his German fubjefts concerning the pope’s ufurpations j and the pope 
he found them difpofed to fupport the rights of the empire, to grant 
While he was raifing an immenfe army to do himfelf juttice, him the 
he married Matilda , the daughter and heirefs of Henry I. of right of 
England-, and the immer.fe ium he received as her dowry,inveiti- 


many plac 



jeany 


Florence as its matter. He brought along with him, out of 
Germany , a number of perfons who had made the conttitu- 
tions of the empire their ftudy. Them he employed to ne¬ 
gotiate with popes Pafchal, who would have paid them very 
little regard, had not their matter been at the head of an ar¬ 
my to enforce their arguments. Pafchal was therefore 
obliged to diflemble, and granted the emperor all bedefired, 
but not without great difficulty. Henry marched his army 
into Rome. There he maflacted numbers of the citizens, and 
fhut the pope, his cardinals, and the Roman nobility, up in 
prifon ; where he kept them, for above fix weeks, till the 
pope fhould comply with his demands concerning the in- 
vcUiturcs. As Patched appeared to be obftinate on that 
point, Henry ordered the heads of the Roman nobility to be 
ftruek off before his eyes j upon which t'ajchal complied, and 


figned the accommodation in Hem>y\ own terms. The pope 
ncx 


xt crowned the emperor, and omitted no appearance or re- 
ecb or coidiality to prevail with him to return to Germany j 
which, at iafe, he effected. 

Henrv was no fooner returned than he found all Germany 




ter an council dif-tvowed all that his hohricls had none in the ! nm in 
affair of the inveftiturcs i which, as was indeed the fait, they Gsr «**>■. 

’-i.’d 
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Paid 
ihops 


The French hU 


refufed to receive the bull of inveftiture in his favour. 


mam 
A re¬ 


bellion foon after broke out in Saxony, fomented by the clergy 
and headed by duke Loth air. Henry marched thither, laid 
wafte the country* and took an archbifhop into cuftodv- 


was 


nobility. Lothair called an affembly at Gojlar, confiding of 
ecclefiaftics and laymen; and there the emperor was excom- 
municated. 

This had fo pernicious an efFe£t on his ’affairs, that, like 
his father, he muff have funk under the intrigues and power 
of the church, had not the duke of Stauffen-Suabia, whom 
we have already mentioned, marched to his affiftance with 
an army, and delivered him out of his diftreffes. The fa- 


mous countefs Matilda 


to the church. The 


fhe 


as being her next heir, 


e 


claimed her fucceffion, both as kinfman and emperor. With 
this view, he once more marched into Italy 'to demand juftic 
of the pope, who refufed to fee his ambaffadors, or to revoke 
his fentence of excommunication ; and he once more an¬ 
nulled all the bulls he had granted in the affair of inveftitures, 
Henry , feeing that his holinefs was bent upon his ruin, 


marched with his army to Rome 

II fTI • 1 I 


The 


At 


cany , 


ed ; which was performed by the hands of the archbilhop of 
Braga in Portugal; as thinking his former coronation to be 
invalid, becaufe of the pope’s perjury. 

Being obliged,, on account of the heats, to retire to Tuf- 
Pafchal feized that opportunity to re-enter Rome ; 
where he began to make new cabals, but died in two days: 
and the Norman foldiers, who had come to fupport his caufe, 
returned home after plundering Rome. Cardinal Cajeian , 
without the emperor’s knowledge, was raifed to the pope- 

" Geiafius II. but Henry 


ing with his army to depofe him, and to fubftitute the arch¬ 


bilhop of 

him. Th 


4 



rag a in i 


lafu 


peon (wno was coniul at Komc, 
and a friend of the emperor) fo much, that he broke into 


the affembly of the cardinals, iei 


laf 




knocked him down, and kicked him before him into prifon. 
This occafioned an attempt of the Romans, and the Normans 
who were at Rome, againft Fnmgipajns houfe ; and he was 
beginning to repent of what he had done, when the emperor 
arrived with his army. Geiafius efcaped with difficulty, and 

the emperor caufed, or rather nominated, the archbifhop of 
Braga to be elected pope. This prelate, wbofe name was 
Bourdin , took the name of Gregory VIII. and folcmnly re- 
verfed all that had been done by his predeceffors to the em¬ 
peror’s prejudice. iNotwithllanding this, Geiafius, who, after 

various 
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various adventures, _ efcaped to France, was, by far the 
greateft part of Chri/lendotn, recognized as the true pope j 
and Gregory fupported himfelf only by the force of the impe¬ 
rial arms. 

The affairs of Germany , as ufual, recalling the emperor 
thither before he had fully completed any one purpofe of his 
expedition, he left a guard with Gregory at Rome ; but an 
account of the death of Gelaftus arriving, the cardinals 
elefted the archbifhop of Vienne , who was of the houfe of 
Burgundy, and related to the blood-royal of France, to be 
pope; and he took upon him the name of Calixtus II. After 
his confecration, he held a numerous council at Rheims; 
and the German princes of Saxony and IVcflphalia entered into Pope Ca> 
a confederacy, in his favour, againft Henry, on account of li.xtus II. 
the inveftitures which they demanded; and which the em¬ 
peror, by virtue of his prerogative, refufed to grant them. 

This confederacy produced a great deal of blood-fhed. The 
neutral princes of the empire interpofed; and, both Tides be¬ 
ing tired of the quarrel, the emperor expreffed an inclination 
to compromife matters under the mediation of the king of 
France: and the pope promifing, in that cafe, to take off the 
ccclefiaftical cenfures againft him, they agreed to finilh the 
accommodation at Mouzon, while the council was ftiil fitting 
at Rheims , to give it the greater fan&ion. Every thing but 
the formality of figning being concluded, Henry fet out for 
the conference at the head of thirty thoufand men. This 
ttartled the pope, and he fent to know whether the emperor 
intended to ftand by the terms agreed on. Flenry returned a 
conditional anfwer, becaufe he waited for the advice of the 
diet, which was fitting at Tribur, between Mcniz and Worms. 

The pope thought that this was an evafion contrived to fur- 
prize him. He returned in hafte to Rheims, where he re¬ 
newed the decree againft the inveftitures, and again excom¬ 
municated Henry and the anti-pope Gregory VIII. 

It is uncertain to what thofe fudden revolutions were ow-excctn- 
ing, whether to the ambition of the emperor or the pope ; mcnicates 
but it is reafonable to believe that the former, in the con- the ernpe- 
fufed fituation of his affairs, durft not make any ultimate ror. 
agreement with his holinefs without the concurrence of the 
diet. Upon the return of Calixtus to Rome, he raifed an ar¬ 
my, and befieged his rival Gregory in Sotri j and, becoming 
matter of his perfon, he treated him with as much ignominy 

as he could devife, and then he fhut him up in a mona- 
ttery. 


The removal of Gregory was of infinite advantage to 
Calixtus ; and, confequently, of detriment to the emperor. 
The confederacy againft him in Germany , with the arch- 
bifhop of Mcntz at its head, daily gathered ftrength; and the 
bilhops, in general, being lefs afraid of the papal than the 
imperial authority, refufed to receive their inveftitures from 

the emperor, who. found himfelf or. the point of being over- 

w helmed 



432 


A GENERAL HISTORY 

whelmed by the confederacy. He took the wifeft couriers 
could in fuch a fituation. While the two parties were j ;i 
arms, the ftates of the empire addreffed him to give peace tl> 
the church and their country. Henry (hewed the mud p! d _ 
cable' difpofition for that purpofe. A diet was called r 
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Wurtzburg ; and there it was determined, that a folcnwi am- 
baffy (hould be fcnt to Rome, to befeech the pope ty call a 
council, wherein all differences might be accommodaud. 
Calixtus (hewed himfelf equally difpofed for peace, and called 
a council, confiding of three hundred bifhops and feven hun¬ 
dred abbots, who gave audience to the imperial ambatia- 
dors. The matter, after this, was compromiled in the fol- 

lt lowing manner : That the emperor fliould leave the elec¬ 
tions free to the chapters and communities, and no longer 
confer inveftitures by the crofter and ring ; that he fliculd 
reftore the poffefiions belonging to the holy fee and the 
churches; that the elections (hould be made in the emperor’s 
prefence, or his deputy’s, by canonical methods ; that, in 
cafe there (hould be any difpute about the election, the em¬ 
peror, affifted by the metropolitan and his fuffragans, (hould 
be judge thereof; that the perfon elected (hould receive the 
inveftiture of the fiefs and lordfhips of the empire, not with 
the crofter, but the feeptre, or iome wand, and (hould be 
faithful to him on account of the faid lordfhips ; and, that, 
for the countries diftant from Germany, the emperor fhould 
allow fix months to receive the like inveftitures. 

This important affair being finifhed, the pope named a 

- legate, who attended the a ro ballad or s to Germany, and there 
gave abfolution to the emperor. But, though this coninro- 
mife was ratified by the diet of Worms, it was far from re- 
(toring peace to Germany. Holland revolted; as did Worms, 
and fevcral other places ; and the emperor was put to great 
trouble and expcnce in reducing them. 

About the year ii22> Henry , by the force of his father-in- 
law’s EngliJ).) money, was prevailed upon to take part with 
him in his differences with Lewis the Grofs , king of France ; 
and actually invaded that kingdom. But we do not find that 
he was fupported in this attempt by the princes of the em¬ 
pire, who generally fought refuge with the kings of France 
againft the encroachments of their own emperors. Henry 
therefore returned without effecting any thing. 

He had, in his late treaty with Rome , tacitly given up all 
concern in the election of a pope ; and, upon the death of 
Calixtus, the cardinals, without the emperor’s participation, 


proceeded to 


a 


new election ; which was carried on fo tu- 


multuoufly, that a double return was made, though Hone- 
mas 11 . was foon acknowledged to be the true pope. The 
emperor, by giving up this right, and likewife that of the 
inveftitures, gave a mortal blow to the imperial authority. 
All Hungary, Bohemia, and Jlfaee, were over-run with ca- 
bais againft his prerogative; which had now loft all its force, 

and 
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a tvi the emperor himfelf was more than once put in hazard 
b f his life by fudden tumults, efpecially by one at Rujgac. 

Thofe difgraces are faid to have affeded his fpirits fo Death, 
much, that he died at Utrecht , in 1125, on the twenty-third 

or May , aged forty-four. 

The charader of this prince, after he came to the empire, and eha- 

was pretty much the fame with that of his father ; but he rafter of 
baft an indelible (tain upon the former part of his life, by his Henry V, 
rebellion, treachery, and parricide. Notwithftanding all the 
pains which papal writers have taken to blacken him, he cer¬ 
tainly was brave and adive in his perfon, and an undaunted 
aflerter of the independency of his empire. Upon the whole, 
if he was guilty of faults in his government, they were owing 
to the treachery, ambition, and bigotry of his over-grown 
iubjeds, fpirited up by the fee of Rome to eyery ad of re¬ 
bellion ; for he appears to have had a proper regard for the 

legal conftitutiofi of his empire. 



26. Lothair II. 



ENRY V 


Franconia 


he left two nephews by his fitter, Conrdde , duke of 0 {Lothair 

• 1 73_ 1 •_ CL. —_ 


pular in the empire on account of their excellent qualities. 
It was not the intereft of the popifh fadion, that any of the 
blood, or principles, of Henry Ihould fucceed to the empire. 
The archbilhop of Mentz, who was at the head of that fac¬ 
tion, pretended that he was in the party of the two princes ; 
and, getting poffeffion of the imperial regaiia, he leagued 
himfelf with the French court $ who fent the famous Suger, 

• . ry . T\ • . 1 1 • fi_!__ C 1 .U *■ • Ml n 


Dennis 


Mentz 


Lothair , duke of 
i n September , 1126. 


Saxe-Supplenbourg ; who was 

The two princes did all they could to traverfe this eledion } 
and their party ad:ually chofe Frederic , duke of Suaoia, king 

of the Romans. 

The great motive which determined the archbilhop of to what 
Mentz, and his party, in favour of Lothair, was his haying owing, 
generally been the lay-head and champion of iheir fadion. 

From this principle, the beginning of his reign was marked 
by an expedition againtt the Bohemians , who had always 
dpoufed the party of the late emperor. Hisdeclared pretext 

was to fettle the guardianfhip of the young duke of Bohemia ; 
and, after a bloody contett, he forced Boiejiaus , the regent 
of that country, to do him homage. Conrade took advantage 
of this war to repair to Italy , where he was crowned king or 

Lombardy at Milan. The en 
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votion to the fee of Rome, was a juft and generous prince; 
and, though he had obtained vaft advantages over the bro¬ 
thers in Germany, yet he offered them his friendfhip, which 
they afterwards accepted ; and he diftinguifhed Conrade with 
particular marks of his favour and affe&ion. » 

The fyftem of power in the empire was thus again altered, 
and we cannot fay to the detriment of public liberty; the 
imperial prerogative being rather bounded than abolished; 
and the fucceffion to the^reat feudal eftates was now here¬ 
ditary, inftead of depcndiflg, as formerly, upon the will of 
the emperor. It is true the popes had acquired vaft power, 
but it was fubmitted to by the enemies of the imperial prero¬ 
gative only through conveniency; and they knew that the 
pontifs did not dare to exercife the fuperiority which they 
had acquired, to opprefs them. 

He takes All thofe great alterations, however, did not take place 
part with without violent ftruggles and oppofition made by the princes 
the pope, and people who depended on the empire, and they reached 

as far as Denmark. They wanted themfelves to be inde¬ 
pendent both of the pope and the emperor; but having no 
principle of unity to conduct their oppofition, it was cruflied 
by the now united interefts of the papal and imperial fove- 
reignty. In the year 1130, pope Honorhts II. who had fo 
effe&ually fupported the claims of his fee, died ; and the 
cardinals elected, in his place, Innocentll. but the Roman peo¬ 
ple chofe one Leo , who was of Jev/iJh parentage. He took 
the name of Anacletus, and drove Innocent out of Rome into 
France ; where his caufe was efpoufed by the apoftle of that 
age, St. Bernard, and who had the greateft perfonal intereftof 
any man in Europe . By his perfuafion, Lothair befriended 
Innocent , and they had an interview at Liege. Their meeting 
was difgraceful to the emperor, who alighted from hishorfe 
to aflift the pope in defeending from his. At firft, the em¬ 
peror, perhaps to pleafe the dukes of Franconia and Suabia , 
pretended to make fome terms with his holinefs concerning 
the inveftitures ; but St. Bernard taking the part of Innocent , 
who appeared to be inflexible on that head, Lothair receded 
From his claim, and even engaged to re-eftablifh his holinefs 
in the papal chair. At parting, the pope went to France ; 
where he received a large contribution. When the emperor 
came to Rome , he found that Anacletus, the anti-pope, had 
been joined by Conradc’s party, which was very ftrong in 
Italy ; but Lothair being refolute in Innocent's intereft, the an¬ 
tipope was forced to (hut himfelf up in the caftle of St. An¬ 
gelo ; while Lothair, upon his knees, received the imperial 
crown from the hands of Innocent. 

introduces Upon the return of Lothair to Germany , he endeavoured 
the civil- to give a greater confiftency to the legiflation of the empire, 
law into by aboiifbing the provincial and particular modes of juftice 
Germany, that prevailed in its different diftricts, and often occasioned 

inteftine commotions, through the frequent intercomfes and 

inter- 



435 


of the would. 

intermarriages among the people, who lived under feparate 
jurifdi&ions. For this purpofe; by the advice of one Wer¬ 
ner TJrfperg, a great civilian, he ordered that diftributive jus¬ 
tice fliould be exercifed according to the laws collefted or 
enacted by Juftinian \ and that a new code of feudal-laws 
fhould be drawn up. i 

While he was employed in this laudable undertaking, the 
intention of which was afterwards perverted into chicanery, 

Jnacletus , the antipope, befriended by Roger, duke of Apu - 
Ha , drove Innocent from Rome to Pifa ; where be again im¬ 
plored the affiftance of Lothair for his re-eftablilhment, 
which the emperor promifed him: but, by this time. Ana- 
rictus , having promifed to ere£t the dukedom of Apulia into 
a kingdom, had made himfelf mafter of almoft all St. Peter’s 
patrimony. 

It appears as if Lothair’ s zeal for the pope was not quite and dees 
difinterefted. He had a paflionate defire for the eftates be-homage 
queathed by Matilda to the holy fee. Innocent gratified him to the 
in giving him the profits of thofe pofiefSons ; but he required pope, 
that the emperor fhould hold them in vaflalage : in token of 
which, Lothair killed Innocent’s feet, and led his mule for 
fome paces. Before Lothair let out upon his fecond expedi¬ 
tion to Italy, he obliged the king of Poland to take an oath 
of fidelity to his empire; and he re-fettled its tranquility ac¬ 
cording to the new fyftem of laws which he had adopted. 

The progrefs of Roger, who is now defigned king of Si - His fuc- 

cily, rendered it neceflary for Lothair , on his account, as well ce *®| u .l ex- 
as that of the pope, to march once more, at the head of a pedition 
powerful army, into Italy, Having formed it into two divi- in *° Italy » 
lions, he took the command of the one to himfelf, and, giv¬ 
ing the command of the other to his fon-in-law, the duke of 
Bavaria , he foon drove Roger from all his con quells, and 
forced him to retire to Sicily ; while Innocent entered Rome in 
triumph, to the violent mortification of Anacletus , who died 
of fpite. Lothair then pufhed his conquefts into Apulia and 
Calabria ; both which he took from Roger , and formed them 
into a principality. This he bellowed upon Renaud , one of 
his German relations, who received the inveftiture thereof 
jointly from the hands of the emperor and the pope, each 
pretending to be lord-paramount, and the point remaining 
undetermined. The emperor, during this glorious expedi¬ 
tion, was affifted by a fleet of forty flout gallies, equipped 
by the city of Pija alone frorp the profits of its commerce, 

and they did him infinite fervice. Ttf./Wfc 

Lothair , in his return to Germany , was overtaken by lick- 9 

nefs at Verona ; but, being in hopes that his native a>r might 
recover him, he proceeded on his journey; and died in the 
Alps, near Trent , on the third of December , 1138, after a reign 

of twelve years. _ _ r , . 

This prince’s character was the reverfe of that of molt of andena- 
his predeceflors; and therefore he does not, in the hiftory of racier, 
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his own times, make the great figure fie merited. Superior 
to the barbarous prepofleffions of the Germans , heTuffered 
himfelf to be governed by prudential confiderations, and by 
’well-timed conceflions, as to exteriors, to fecure himfelf im¬ 
portant advantages. His perforial humiliations before the 
pope were indeed fhameful; but the hiftory of two ages had 
taught him, that, without thofe compliances, if he reigned, 
.he muft live in blood, and die in mifery. This melancholy 
alternative took its rife from the invincible attachment which 
the common people, in thofe days, influenced by the infe¬ 
rior clergy, had for the facred character of the vicar of ChriL 
Lothair could neither cure nor conquer their prejudices- 
therefore he fought to avail himfelf of the difputes about the 
popedom, and to fecure the beft bargain that could be made 
(which he certainly did)for the imperial authority. He was 

an inflexible lover of juftice, and he may be termed the Iaft 
legiflator of the German empire. 



21. Conrade III. 
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meature, to the good underftanding in which he lived with 
his former competitors of Franconia and Bavaria ; whom he 
had fupplanted in the empire, and whofe intereft there was 

__s. r..1 T^ _^_i c ' r .i • _ . 


Henry 


recommend 


it is faid, that, with this view, he gave him, in his own life¬ 
time, pofleffion of the imperial ornaments, of which Henry 
availed himfelf to claim the empire; but he was difappointed. 
The princes of Germany met at Coblentz , and nominated 
levCn eledtors, being three archbi(hops and four princes, who 
tinanimoufly ehofe for emperor Conrade , duke of Franconia . 
Henry* s power and arrogance contributed greatly to this 
fevent. They hated a man who, from his manners, was fur- 
named the Haughty ; and they were jealous of a prince who 
was poflefled of Bavaria , Saxony , Mifnia , and Thuringia , be- 
fides vaft eftates in Italy , particularly that of Matilda , which 
had been bequeathed to him by the late emperor. Depend¬ 
ing on this vaft pbwer,- Henry thought to have forced himfelf 
upon the imperial throne, andrefufed to deliver up the rega¬ 
lia ; but the princes of Germany uniting againft Him ziGojlar , 
put him to the ban of the empire, and gave bis dutchy of Ba¬ 
varia to Leopold , marquis of Aujlria ; and that of Saxony, to 
Albert , marquis of Braftdenburgh. Henry the Haughty oppofed 
thofe deftinationsj but died in the year 1139. 


His brother, Guelph , duke of Bavaria 


millions 


Swh 
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Sfcih J who ma< k trie of thediflentions in Germany to regain 
pofleflion of Apulia and Calabria. It is faid by fome, that, 
at this period, the famous diftin&ion of Guelph and Gibelin 
commenced. After feveral bloody battles had been fought 
between Guelph and the duke of Suabia, the emperor’s bro¬ 
ther and general, the former was forced to fkuthimfelf up in 
the cattle of Weinjburg . Guelph refolving to make a defpe- 
ratefally, gave his own name as the word to his foldiers 5 
while the duke of Syahia gave to his the word Gibelin , the 
place where he had been educated; and the two words patted 
afterwards to denote two parties; the former, the papal; 
the latter, the imperial. We are to obferve that Gueplh had 
been long the fumame of the Bavarian family. Guelph was 
unfortunate in his fally, and* being reduced to extremity, 
iie demanded an honourable capitulation, which was granted 
him by the emperor. 

We Ihould be cautious of tramfmitting the adventure that Remark- 
followed, were it not unqueftionably well attefted. The bleexploit 
dutchefs of Bavaria fufpe&ed, from the readinefs with which of German, 
the emperor granted the capitulation, that he intended to ladles, 
violate it, efpecially in the perfon of her hufband, whom he 
pemarkably hated. The capitulation bore. That Guelph and 
his garrifon might retire in fafety; but the dutchefs infilled 
Upon a particular capitulation being granted to herfelf and 
the ladies of her train, and that they might be permitted to 
leave the cattle each with as great a load as fhe could carry. 

The emperor, imagining that this was meant of their para*: 

phernalia and effects, agreed to the terms ; but was amazed 
to fee the ladies, with the dutchefs at their head, each tot¬ 
tering under the weight of her hulband, when they evacuated 
the cattle. The emperor is faid to have melted into terms of 
tendernafs at this fpeftacle, and, notwithftanding the oppo- 
fition he met with from his generals, he gpneroufly gave 
very advantageous terms to Guelph 5 faying, at the fame 
time. That a fovereign who broke bis word was unworthy 
of empire. 

The flourilhing ftate of the popedom, at this period, had An at- 
almoft overturned it. The people of Italy retained ftill fome tempt to 
glimmerings of a diftin&ion between the temporal and ec- reftore the 
clefiaftical power; and it was ftrongly enforced by one Ar - Roman 
nold , of Brefcia , a difciple of the famous Abelard. This per- common* 
fon went through the towns of Italy, where he difleminated wealth, 
the do&rine of his matter, who, upon that account was ex¬ 
communicated ; and gained great numbers of profelytes, 
efpecially among the Roman people and nobility,' who had 
not forgot that their anceftors made and unmade popes and 
that Charlemagne himfejf, at firft, yv as, at Rome , no more 
than a patrician. The civil-wars in Germany had given an 
opportunity for almoft every ftate and city in Italy to ereiSb 
itfelf into an independent government. This fpirit was com- 
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muni cat ed to the Romans ^ who once more attempted to re- 
eftablifh their antient republic, and proceeded with a re¬ 
gularity feldom known in popular commotions. Lucius II. 
was then pope; and the Arnoldtfts , as the reformers were 
called, fent him a formal meffage, requiring him to diveft 
himfelf of his temporal, and to confine himfelf to the exer- 
cifeof his fpirituq.1, authority, with the lawful perquisites 
annexed to it as their bifhop. _ To fupport their demand, 
they conferred the poft of patrician, with the fame authority 
that Charles the Great held it, upon one Giordani , whom they 
likewife invefted with the tribunitial power. At the fame 
time, they emitted manifeftos that they intended nothing 
againft the imperial authority, and that they only wanted to 
abolifh the usurpations of the popes. 

The pope Lucius being thus applied to, had recourfe to Conrade , and 
applies to implored his afiiftance; but the other party feized all the 
Conrade , temporal revenues of the popedom, and took poflelfion of 

the capitol. Lucius had ftill a ftrong party at Rome , and, 
putting himfelf at the head of fome troops to reduce the in- 
furgents, he befieged the capitol, but was killed by a ftone 
from its battlements. The cardinals chofe in his place Eu¬ 
gene III. whofe hiftory we are not obliged to follow farther 
than it is conneXed with that of the empire. Conrade had 
declared himfelf for the late pope, and the reft of Italy con¬ 
demned the proceedings of the Romans; fo that Eugene found 
means to repoffefs himfelf of the popedom and all its tempo¬ 
ralities. . > 

The fpirit of crufading was now higher in Europe than 
ever; and, being moft zealoufly encouraged by St. Bernard\ 
it infeXed Conrade himfelf, and he took the crofs at Spire 
from the hands of that enchufiaft. Before he fet put, he put 
the affairs of the empire upon the beft footing he could, by 
procuring his fon to be crowned king of the Romans , and 
eftablifhing the imperial council at Rotivel (fome remains 
whereof ftill fubfift) which was, in his abfence, to be thefu- 
preme judicature of the empire. Henry the Lion , duke of 
Saxony , one of the moft powerful of the German princes, laid 
hold of that opportunity to reclaim the dutchy of Bavaria , 
which had been difmembered from his family. Conrade pro- 
mifed to adjuft rbe affair upon his return from the Holy Land) 
and employed TFiebold abbot of Corbie , to perfuade the duke 
to undertake a crufade for the conqueft and converfion of the 


who goes 


numerous tribes of northern pagans. 


Land. 


Conrade fet out foe Palejlinezt the head of a well-appointed 
to the Holy army of fixty thoufand men j and the reader will meet with 

a full account of his adventures there, in the preceding part 
of this work- It is fufficient, for the fake of hiftorical con¬ 
nexion, to fay here, that he was attended by his nephew, 
afterwards the famous emperor Frederic BarbaroJJa , and duke 

Guelph; that he approved himfelf to be as intrepid a watri°r 

as 
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as he was a credulous prince; and, notwithftanding the 
prodigies of valour he and his troops performed, he was, 
almoft on every occafion, defeated by the. Saracens and Turks ; 
and returned, with fcarce the Ibadow of an army, in veffels 
furnilhed him by his brother-in-law Manuel Comnenus , the 
Greek emperor. About this time, another crufade of Germans 
and Englijb took Lifbon from the ufurping Moors y and reftored 
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king Alphonfo ' Henrique%. 

Though Henry the Lion had taken the abbot* 


s advice in un- His expe- 


dertaking the crufade againft the pagans, yet he did it only dition un 
that he might have a pretext for raifing and difcipiiping an fortunate, 
army. He was afiifted by the bifhops of Magdebourg, Hal- 
berjladt , Murtfier, Merjbourg , and Bradenburg , with many 
abbots; but no fooner did Conrade. return to Germany,, than 
Henry renewed his claim to Bavaria, having performed his 
crufade by laying the country, he wanted to convert, wafte 
with fire and (word. The merit of Conrade*s expedition into 
the Holy Land, and a pilgrimage he made to ‘Jerusalem, was 
fo popular among the Germans, that Henry was defeated in 
his attempt, and Bavaria remained with Guelph, who, foon 
after, revolted likewife, but was unable to make good his 
pretenfions, though they were fupported by Roger, king of 
Sicily ; and, by the mediation of the duke of Suabia, an ac¬ 
commodation was effected between him and the emperor. 

The death of Conrade’s eldeft fon, who had been elected Deaths 
king of the Romans , which happened about this time, and 
his inability to have the imperial throne filled by his younger 
fon, who was in his non-age, affe&ed Conrade fo much that 
he fell into an incurable diltemper. Being fenfible of his ap¬ 
proaching end, he convoked a diet of the empire at Bamberg ; 
where he recommended to their choice, for his fucceffor, 

Frederic, duke of Suabia ; to whom the imperial ornaments 
were, by way of inveftiture in the empire, accordingly de¬ 
livered ; and, foon after this deftination, Conrade expired. 

He was a prince endowed with the popular virtues of that a n « ch^- 
age, which confifted in an unbounded courage and zeal for racter. 
the churchand his misfortunes in the Holy Land, inftead of 
depreffing, exalted him, in the eyes of his fubje&s. He died in 
the fixtieth year of his age; and he left, by his wife Gertrude , 
who was daughter of a count of Sultzbach , Frederic, count of 
Rothenbourg , a minor; and a daughter named Judith , wh.9 
Was married to Lewis , landgrave of Thuringia , 
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2 2. Frederic I. /untamed Barbarofifa, and Father of hi$ 

Country. 

i 

t 

T HE invefliture that had been conferred on this prince, 

at the recommendation of Gonrade, operated fo ftrongly 
in his,favour, that he was unanimoufly eleCted emperor at 
Francfort , in the prefence of many Roman noblemen of high 
diftinclion ; which was a tacit acknowledgment of their 
owning.him to be the Roman emperor. He was crowned, by 
the archbifliop of Cologne, at Aix-la-Ghapelle , when he was 
about twenty-nine years of age. His character was then fq 
high, that his authority was recognized by all the powers of 
Europe. 

Frederic , at .his acceffion, took cognizance of the long 
{landing conteft concerning the dutchy of Bavaria, which 
then fubfilled between Henry , duke of Saxony , and the duke 
of Bavaria. All the German princes took part in this quar¬ 
rel, which Frederic ftnilhed by decreeing, in a diet, which 
was held at Spire , that the dutchy of Bavaria (hould revert 
to Henry, duke of Saxony ; and, that Aujlria {hould be de¬ 
tached from Bavaria and ere&ed into a dutchy, in favour of 
the other competitor j who was, at the fame time, forced to 
jefign to the emperor all his claims upon thedutchies o fTuf- 
cany and Spoleto, and the ifland of Sardinia. This important 
affair being fettled, Frederic proceeded, by virtue of his im¬ 
perial authority, to take cognizance of the quarrel between 
Sueno and Canute , who were competitors for the crown of 
Denmark. Sueno had defeated Canute, who, while the diet 
of the empire was fitting at Merjbourg , put himfelf under the 
emperor’s protection ; and Frederic fummoned Sueno to ap¬ 
pear before his tribunal. Sueno obeyed, but, was inform¬ 
ed, that, if he expe&ed to keep the ctown of Denmark, he 
mud hold it as a fief of the empire, and gratify his competitor 

with certain eftates in "Jutland and Scania •, to all which Sueno, 
agreed. 

Frederic refumed the old policy of the German emperors; 
and, though his predeceffor never had been crowned in Italy, 
he held a diet at Wurtzburg, where the noblemen of Apulia 
laid before him their complaints againfl: Roger, king of Sicily, 
who had driven them from their country. Frederic laid hold 
pf this application to revive the claim of his empire upon the 
fovereignty of Italy ; and the diet promifed to fupport him 
againft Roger , who was confklered in the light of an ufurper 
and a tyrant. Pope Eugene III. who then filled the fee of 
Rome, was fenfible of ‘Frederic s intentions, and quarrelled 
with him upon his having raifed she biftiop of Zcitz to the 
archbifhopric of Magdeburg. Frederic fupported what he 
Jiad done, and drove the pope’s legates out of Germany. The 
next pope, who took the name cf Anqfiafms , fent cardinal 

1 Gerhard 
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Gerhard into Germany to fupport the papal rights in the fame 
affair; but the emperor, who Was thoroughly acquainted 
with the difputes between the popes and his predeceffors, 
laid hold of fome infolent expreflloris made ufe of by the le¬ 
gate to force him likewife to fly into Italy , where he died of 
grief in his journey to Rome .. 

P The pope, from thofe proceedings, became as fenfible of 
the emperor’s intentions, as the latter Was of his influence; 
and, for fome time, neither of them durft venture upon a 
breach; for Anajlaftus confirmed the nomination of the arch- 
biftiop of Magdeburg to that fee; he having, by the emperor’s 
order, repaired to Rome, to plead his own caufe. Notwith- He repu- 
ftanding this, Frederic refolved to profecute the imperial diates his 
claims to their height; and, without confulting the pope, wife*, 
he repudiated his wife Adelaide , daughter to the marquis of 

Vohenkurg. • 

The affairs of Germany , for fome time, detained Frederic Affairs of 
from marching into Italy ; and the cities and ftates there took Italy , 
advantage of that interval to renew 1 their claims of independ¬ 
ency. rope Adrian IV. an Engkjhman , had raifed himfelf 
to that fee from the moft abject degree of beggary; and, un¬ 
der him, the Romans returned to their old republican prin¬ 
ciples ; being inftigated thereto by Arnold. 'Adrian Was fup- 
ported by the biihops, and other eCclefiaftics refiding at 
Rome , who were rich and powerful, and confidered his cafe 
as their own. A cardinal was murdered in the ftreets of 
Rome, and the pope laid that city under an interdi&ion. 

The laity found themfelves unable to make good their point. 

Arnold and his adherents were banifhed, and the interdiction 
was taken off. The popedom, by this time, was deprived 
of the powerful protection of Roger, king of Sicily; and the 
republicans, renewing their fchemes, Adrian was forced to 
fly to Viterbo j from whence he implored the affiftance of the 
emperor, who was then ready to fet out for Italy at the head 
of a numerous atrhy, attended by Henry the Lion and a great 
pumber of the chief German nobility. One of his pretexts 
for this invafion was, to feize, in the name of his ward, fon 
of the emperor Conrade III. the inheritance of the couiitefs 
Matilda. The fituation of Italy, at this time, is neceffary 
lo be known before the reader can form an idea of the hiftory 
of Germany. 

Though we have often mentioned the Italian ftates and which 
cities having thrown off their dependency upon the emperor, Frederic 
yet the independency they recovered ferved only to make enters, 
them miferable. In every community two factions ftarted 
Up, and, after cutting one another’s throats, the ftrongeft 
slways expelled the weakeft; the partizans of which declared 
themfelves to .be either Guelphs or Gibclins, and flew for pro¬ 
tection either to the pope or the emperor. Frederic held an 
aflembly in the plains of Roncalia, where all the exiles of his 

party repaired to his ftandards, and the Gibelin ftates and ci¬ 
ties 
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ties fent their deputies. Thus, in fa&, all the power the 
emperor poflefled in Italy, was owing to the divifions of the 
people among themfelves ; and, with regard to the pope, 

"Ti t.?*. 1 n __i. __u:_ _ I A- L‘ 


were 


and is 


the Germans and other Europeans. 

Frederic having thus ftrengthened his party, reduced all 
the rebellious towns in Lombardy,, and, proceeding into Pa¬ 
via, he was there crowned king of Italy, From thence he 
fent a meflage to defire an interview with the pope at Sutri, 
in order to prepare for his coronation at Rome, The pope, 
though an exile from his capital, did not abate the leaft in 
his pontifical pride ; and, before he granted him the inter¬ 
view, he fettled the ceremonial at meeting. Frederic was 
fomewhat awkward at holding the ftirrup of his holinefs, 
which the cardinals, his attendants, interpreted fo fufpici- 
oufly, that he fled to the ftrong fortrefs of Citta di Cajlello. 
The pope refufed Frederic the kifs of peace till he complied 
with every pun&ilio of the ceremony 5 and the emperor, be¬ 
ing inftrudted that it was only a matter of form, and had 
been pra&ifed by fome of his predeceflors, fubmitted to 
the difagreeable office of holding the pope’s ftirrup, and lead¬ 
ing his mule by the bridle. 

Frederic then being fuperior to all refiftance, conduced 


at Rome. 


crowned the pope to Rome, and there received the imperial crown from 

his hands, but with mutual diftruft on both fides, though 
each had taken an oath that neither fhould attempt to kill 
or mutilate the other. The Romans, previous to the cere¬ 
mony, had fent the emperor a deputation, expreffing their 
readinefs to receive him, though he was a ftranger, as their 
mafter; but he cut the deputies fhort in the beginning of 

You were conquered,” faid he, c * by Charles 
Otho, therefore you are my fubje&sand 


their 


<C 


then he drove them from his preience. 

The Ro - The Romans were exafperated at this treatment of their 
mans exaf- deputies, and laid a fcheme for revenging it. Being in no 
perated. condition to interrupt the ceremony of the coronation, they 
r fuftered the pope to return to his camp ; which, by way of 

precaution, he had pitched without the gates of Rome ; and 
then taking arms, they killed feveral bimops of the imperial 
party, on pretence that the pope had no right to crown the 
emperor without their permilfion and confent; while the 
pope, on the other band., proclaimed to the public, in his 
bulls, that he had giv.eri Frederic the Roman empire as a net 
of the holy fee. The emperor no fooner heard of this new 
commotion, than he flew to the afliftance of the pope, and, 
with the lofs of no more than one German killed, and another 
taken, he cut in pieces one thoufarid of the inftngents, and 
took two hundred prifoners; who, at the [pope’s intercef- 

fion, were reftored to their liberty. ’ . 

This feafonable fervice done to the pope made no imprei- 
fion of gratitude upon his mind, which continued as haughty 


I 
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jasever; and he prohibited Frederic from accepting of the 
keys of Tiburtum , becaufe, he faid, it belonged to the holy 
fee. Upon his leaving Rome , he was accompanied by the 
pontif, who did not think himfelf fafe in that city. He 
marched to Spoleto ; which he took, plundered, and burnt, 
for the contumacy of its inhabitants. When he came to Anr- 
con a, he was waited upon by a deputation from the patriarch 
of Jerufalem, with a complaint againft the Knights Hofpital - 
Urs but he was obliged to refer the'matter to the cognizance 
of his holinefs. He then gave his protection to the exiles of 
Apulia j and fent an abbot, his ambaffador, to the Greek em¬ 
peror, who had invited him to march againft William , king 
of Sicily, a common enemy to them both. 

' Though Frederic had done very little towards the tranqui r Frederic 
lity of Italy , and the re-eftablifhment of the imperial power obliged to 
there, yet he was obliged to return to Germany , where every return to 
thing was now in confufion. The count-palatine, affifted Germany, 
by other counts of the empire, had deftroyed the city of 


Mentz 


Worms 


where all parties were convened, and fome condemned as 
difturbers of the public peace. The penalty of the counts^ 
and thofe who were above that degree, was to carry a dog on 
their backs from one county to another; that of gentlemen 
tfas to carry a joint-ftool, and the peafants a cart-wheel. 
Neither the archbilhop of Mentz, aged as he was, nor the 
ele&or-palatine, were exempted from this fentence 5 Hut the 

execution of it was remitted by the emperor. 

The more that Frederic profpered in Germany , the greater 
was the pope’s paffion to humble him. He laid hold of a 


been 


bifliop of Lunden 


any redrefs; and fent legates to demand fatisfa&ion, with 
letters addrefled to the emperor and the diet, in which the 
papal infolence was carried to an unufual height, Frederic 
was treated as the flave and fubjeCt of his holinefs, who re¬ 
proached him for cowardice, and threatened that.he yvould 
transfer the imperial dignity, which he held, by his gift and 
favour, from the Germans to the Greeks ; with many other 
expreffions, if poflible, ftill more provoking. ‘ 6 We are, 
faid this' letter, ct appointed by God to rule over kings ana 
“ nations; and we may deftroy, pluck up, build, plant, and 

treat them as we pleafe. ,! 

The count-palatine of Bavaria would have cut the legates, Differ-. 
whofe behaviour was as infolenf as their meflage, into pieces, ences with 




moderation 


they fled back 
by uniting all 


to Italy. This legation did fervice to Frederic , 
-j . v .. 6 .... h.is lay-fubjefts in his fupport. He published 
manifeftos, aflerting, in the ftrongeft terms, the rights of his 
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fee. The pope, bn the other hand, by the advice of the 
German bifhops, fent him a mollifying letter; which did 
not, however, prevent Frederic refolving to take the firft op¬ 
portunity to humble him. The better to effe& this, he re¬ 
duced Bolejlaus , of Poland^ who had revolted, and ere&ed 
Bohemia into a kingdom ; its former ere&ion to that dignity 
being Only temporary. After this, he made a progrefs 
through his empire, to reform abufes, and fecured the fide¬ 
lity of the king of Hungary. Before he repafied the Alps , he 
fent commiflaries to infpe£f into the {fate of his affairs in 
Lombardy, and to take a new oath of fidelity from the ftates 
and cities there; and obliged Waldemar, king of Denmark, 
to receive in perfon, from his hands, the inveftiture of his 
kingdom at Augfburg. 

The empire, and its head, fince the time of Charlemagne* 


profperity h ac | ne ver known fuch days of profperity as it enjoyed about 

of the en> the years 1157 and ^158. Frederic having affembled his ar- 
pire. ‘ “ ~ 


Augfh 


Albs, took Breft 


contingents and homages of all his vaflals in Italy, iflued new 


Milan 
Monza, 


To prevent any confufion, or uncertainty, concerning the 
imperial claims in Italy, he held an aflembly on the plains of 
Roncalia, where they were produced, proved, and adjuftedj 
and then he obliged all his feudatories, not excepting the bi- 
fhops themfelves, to do him homage. Many other general 
regulations, with regard to diftributive juftice, feudal fer- 
vices, and reformation of abufes of all kinds, were enafted. 
In ihort, a new fyftem of police took place. For 


hiftorian Siplmius 


writes from the records of the univerfity of Bologna, that 



Frederic 


ftudy. They 


Europ 


great a talk, he employed eighteen more, whom he called 
from the other cities of Lombardy. It was by their advice, 
and with their affiftance, that ail thofe regulations were 
made; and the Bolognefe civilians had credit enough with him 
to obtain feveral very important privileges iri favour of their 
univerfiy; by which he became, though not the founder, the 
father, of that illuftrious mother of learning. We have been 
the more follicitous to be particular on this head, as it does 
great honour to the memory of Frederic ; and proves, not 
only his love for letters, hut, what is of far greater import¬ 
ance, that his revival of the imperial rights in Italy was not 


refulc of 


juftice. 


Feudal re- Among other regulations, fub-vaffals, in the oaths they 
gulations. made to their lords-paramount, when they fwore them to 

fidelity againft all their enemies, were obliged to do it with 
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&fl exprefs exception to the emperor. This excellent fegu- 
Jation did not take place in other parts of Europe tillfome 

centuries after. 

The pope, finding himfelf in danger of lofing his temporal 
authority in Italy , fent legates to remonftrate with Frederic 
upon the part he was adling; but he juftified his conduct* 
not without fome farcaftic hints at the p"—- J 
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Cafe* 


money which had been paid him by the author of his religion. 
The Milanefe^ partly fpirited up by the pope, but more 
ftrongly influenced by the lofs of that independency which 
they had fo long enjoyed, rebelled; Milan being then in¬ 
comparably the molt powerful town in Lombardy. Frederic 
ravaged their territory; burnt down Crenia. which was in 
confederacy with them ; and rejected a fum of money which 
the Milanefe offered for the prefervation of their independ¬ 
ency ; but was not able to make himfelf matter of the city, 

* « . . n i i i t . * i t. ^ 


emprefs 


During 


accommodation 


going on between Frederic and the pope ; but they were, 
broken off by the death of the latter. Roland , chancellor of 
the church, was chofen by one part of the conclave; and 
Oftavian , canon of St. Cacilia , by the other; the firffc 
taking the name of Alexander III. and the latter that of Vic¬ 
tor IV. and a moft ridiculous fquabble happened between 
them, each forcibly plucking from the other the pontifical 


robe. 


cattle of St. An- Affairs o£ 


gelo-, where he was invefted, but not with the fame robe that Italy. 
had been taken from him by his competitor. Frederic con¬ 
sidered himfelf as being the umpire between the two parties. 

He did not, however, chufeto annul the eleaion becaufe it 
had not been made by his confent, but he fummoned a coun- 


Pavia 


he 


with whom he had always been connected. Alexander ■, fen- 
fible of this, refufed to acknowledge the validity of that 
council; and the members recognized Vilior as the true 
pope. Frederic confirmed their choice by holding the frirrup 
of his horfe while he alighted, kifling his feet, and leading 
him to the altar. Thole ceremonies were well placed, as 
they were paid by the emperor to a creature of his own, not 
upon any temporal confidedktions, but becaufe he acknow¬ 
ledged him to be the head of the church. , 

Alexander , who had the right of eledlion on his fide, tilled 

all Europ'e with his manifettos, with fo much fucceis, that 
his caUie was efpoufed by the kings of France and hng- 
land i by the Milanefe , and all the Italian ftates who were 
not immediately fubjedt to Frederics & nd Lewis the lounge 

king of France , gave him refuge in his domiruons^he^no^ 
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thinking himfelf fafe at Rome, where the imperialifts were 
all powerful. When Alexander came to Torcy , on the river 
Loire, he was met by the two kings of France and England 
who alighted from their horfes, and, each taking a rein of 
his mule in his hand, conducted him to his lodging. Alexan¬ 
der had already thundered out his excommunications againft 
Frederic and his competitor Vidlor ; and Frederic was, at this 
time, in no condition to oppofe him with any other arms 
than counter-manifeftos. 

Milan re- The liege of Milan Hill continued* and the inhabitants 

duced. made fo brave a defence, that, though they were obliged to 

feed upon the moil loathfome animals, they gave Frederic ! 
feveral fevere defeats, particularly one 'near Carentia , a few 
miles from Lodi ; but not being feconded by the other ftates 
of Italy , they were obliged to capitulate in the beginning of 
the year 1162 ; and to give hoftages to deliver up their city 
to the emperor at diferetion. Frederic granted the inhabit¬ 
ants their lives, and diftributed them through different di- 
ftri£ts of Lombardy. He then ordered the town to be demo- 
lilhed. Moft writers imagine that this demolition was total, 
and that not a houfe in the city was left Handing ; but we 
apprehend, from the bell authorities, that it extended only 
to the public fortifications, works, and buildings; for Fre¬ 
deric appointed the bilhop of Liege to be its governor, and 
ordered it to be re-inhabited by Germans. The reduction of 
Milan difpirited the other Italian ftates, and, one after ano¬ 
ther, they fubmitted to him. He was, at this time, medi¬ 
tating an expedition againft Naples, Sicily, and Capua ; and 

\ the Genoefe^ who had depended upon the empire, but had 

Jikewife revolted, bought their pardon from Frederic, by 
promising to fit out a fleet in his fervice for bis Sicilian expe¬ 
dition. 

; The emperor-having thus conquered all Lombardy , gave 

the inhabitants a new fyftem of government, compofed 
partly from the civil, and partly from the feudal, conftitu- 
tions; and appointed new governors, moft of them Germans, 
to all the cities, as well as thofe of Ancona, Tufcany, and Ro¬ 
mania r; where the pope, at this time, feems to have poffelled 
no temporal property. The feverities which Frederic in- 
fti&ed upon Milan , and fome other cities, can only be ex- 
cufed by their repeated breaches of fidelity to his govern" 
jnent.' He had no idea of their enjoying any liberty but what 
depended on him as emperor; and he diimantled Placentia, 
and even his favourite city of Bologna, with moft of the 
ocher cities in Italy, that they might not become, as he called 
them. The nefts of rebellion. To keep his prerogative en¬ 
tire, h§ inftituted feveral petty magiftracies and common¬ 
wealths, which were independent of the greater fiefs, and 

feme of them are at this time fubfifting. 

ProfptTity The emperor being, at this time, in the height of power 

of Freds- and reputation, fent colonies from Germany , Flanders, and 

Brabant , 


nc . 
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Brabant, to Mecklenburg , the inhabitants of which country 
had hitherto been pagans, but were conquered by the duke 
a f Saxony. Waldemar , the king of Denmark , with the kings 
of Bohemia and Hungary, recognized his fuperiority; and, 
when pope Alexander fled to France, he iflued out his or¬ 
ders for thofe powers to fend their bifhops, and to repair 
themielves to a council, which was to be held at St. Jean de 
Laon for terminating the fchifm. He then returned victori¬ 
ous to Germany , which he found involved in feuds and trou¬ 
bles $ but they were food fettled by his prefence. He then 
repaired to St. Jean de Laon with a body of troops; which 
intimidated the French king Lewis fo much, that he fled from 
thence, and pope Alexander Ihut himfelf up in a convent; 

The council at St. Jean de Laon proving ineffectual, Frede¬ 
ric returned to Mentz, expecting to receive homage from 
Waldemar, king of Denmark, in perfon. That prince made 
a diftinCtion between his crown of Denmark, which he re- 
fufed to hold from any earthly power, and the country of 
Wandalia, for which he paid the emperor his homage j but 
on the condition of him and his fuccefiors not being obliged 
to furnifh any contingencies towards the fervice of the em¬ 
pire or emperor. After this, he difmantled the city of 
Mentz, where the archbifliop had been murdered ; and for¬ 
tified the town of Haguenau , where he ereCted a college of 
juftice, and made it the feat of the imperial treafury. 

In the year 1164, the privileges of the hans-towns in Ger¬ 
many took their rife. Frederic, from a liberal turn of mind, 
declared Lubec to be an imperial town, though it belonged to 
Henry the Lion, duke of Saxony, who, he thought, was be¬ 
ginning to grow too powerful in the empire ; and he gave it 
even the privilege of coining money. Hamburgh, and other 
towns in Germany and the north, were affociated in the like 
freedom, which they have preferred ever fince. The em¬ 
peror took the hint of this noble inftitution from Pifa , and 
the other trading cities of Italy ; the inhabitants of which, 
becaufe they were tree and independent of any territorial 
lord, not only grew wealthy themfelves, but enriched their 
indigent neighbours, and introduced plenty all round them. 

Thofe Italian and German towns were, at this time, the feats 
not only of plenty but liberty j and that too a liberty jealous 

of domination. 

The rigour with which Frederic had treated Milan , gave Powerful 

them pain for themfelvesj and they confederated together confedera- 

againft him. They were infpirited to this by pope Alexan- cy againft 

der j and, if their condition is difpaffionately confidered, the him. 

popes of thofe days were the aflerters of the liberty of Italy , 

which the imperial power always endeavoured to crufh. But 

we do not prefume to affirm that the popes had any other 

motive for this than their oppofition to the emperors; or, 

that the papal yoke, when ■writhed abo: t the necks of the 

people, was hot more intolerable than the imperial. This 

confederacy 
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confederacy obliged Vi ft or, the emperor’s pope, to fly fo 
Germany, and Frederic refolved upon another Italian expedi- 

hni TT . * - L-J 1___J If 


tion. 


Venetians 


nice, at this time, had acquired, by Commerce, more wealth 
than belonged to any crowned head in Europe , except Hen¬ 
ry II. of England. The very appellation 


Viftor 


Italy to confirm his party there, ; 
Viftor died at Lucca. The empen 
convened a council at TVurtzburg 


Pafchal III 


themfelves to obey no pope who was not acknowledged by* 
the .emperor, or who prefumed to dictate in temporal af¬ 
fairs. 

When Frederic and his emprefs Beatrix had palled the 
Alps, they found the confederacy againft the imperial power 
very ftrong. Not only the Romans and the Venetians 


Vicenza , Verona 


and other cities, 

1 i m 


were 


Frederic 


■ ^ 

by the imperial governors. 

difmantle the towns whicn nau prciumcu iu icuuiiu uieir 

walls ; and, finding the confederacy againft him too ftrong 
to be ihaken, he endeavoured to divide it. He did not at¬ 
tempt this by a£ts of power, but by clemency and liberality. 


He 


flood firm in his interefts, and fie 


Rebellion 


Hans. 


more free than even thofe who oppofed him. He releafed 
Mantua and Pavia from their taxes, but he impofed rigorous 
penalties upon all defaulters. The archbifhops of Cologne 
and Mentz were, upon this occafion, his generals and col-* 
lectors. He eftablilhed himfelf as umpire of the differences 
which fubfifted between Genoa and Pi/a. He laid Bologna 
under cotribution, as he did Imola, Faenza , and Forli j and 
he reduced Ancona to obedience. He made one of the bai¬ 
liffs of Sardinia a king ; and, in fhort, he over-ftretched his 
power to fuch a degree, that he broke it; the oppreffion of 
his German governors being too great for human nature to 

bear. ; 

The Milanefe rebuilt their walls, bade him defiance, and 
.took the caftle of Trea, where all his treafure was depofited; 
but the Romans were defeated by the archbilhop of Cologne ; 

_ L!1- 2?- -• U ! M /Vvl C Uoof TFllliam ^ Vln/r r\( ri ht and 


* 

Ancona 


The 


then forced his entrance into Rome, where he was crowned 
by bis anti-pope Pafchal, Alexander having-ftolen away in 
difguife to Benevento. Frederic, at this time, feems to have 
been at the fummit of his glory, which declined ever after. 
A plague broke out in his army, fo that he fcarcely com¬ 
manded foldiers fufficient to keep in awe the open country 
of Italy. This rendered him contemptible in the eyes of the 

Italian ftates. His formidable enemy, pope Alexander, was 

fup ported 
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fupported by the Greek emperor; and it was with the iitmoft 

_culty that Frederic efcaped the Mitahefe, \vho purfuedl 

him, after he had loft his army, to the dominions of the 
Count de Morienne, who favoured his retreat into Germany . 

All Italy then combined to oppofe his - return j and a new 
town, called Alexandria, in honour of the pope, was built 
between Afii and Tortona, a future barrier of Italy againft 
the Germans . Frederic being returned to Germany, quelied 
the commotions, of Saxony, and aflembled a diet at Wurt %- 
burg j where he prevailed with the great lords of Germany tp 
chufe his eldeft fon, Henry (who, by marriage, afterwards 
acquired the crown of Naples) king of the Romans . 

However powerful the emperor was in Germany , he grafped The em» 
but the phantom of power in Italy, where the confederacy peror’sin 
againft him ftill gathered'ftrength ; and the pope, follicited terell de- 


Manuel, 


Conjlantinopl 


Romijb 


All that Frederic, though he proceeded upon right principles, 
did, could not prevent the Italians from ftrengthening their 
confederacy againft him ; and pope Alexander, in a full con- 
fiftory, rejedted the applications he was obliged to make for 
a reconciliation. 

,The fecond Ton of Frederic was, about this time, crowned 
king of Germany ; and the duke of Saxony departed for the 


m . . 

band. The emperor 


of crufaders 


Worms 


•he laid before the members his own and their importance, 
with a detail of the infolence of the holy-fee, which they 
unanimoufly agreed upon ought to be checked. For this 
purpofe, the members voted him a fupply to enable him to 
undertake another expedition into Italy \ and the archbilhop 
of Mentse. marched thither with an army to fupport hisinte- 
•refts. A difpute at this time happened between Genoa and 
Pifa , concerning the property of the illand of ‘ Sardinia i 
and the Pifans, being difTatisfied with the award pronounced 
by the archbilhop of Mentse, were put to the ban of the em¬ 
pire, as were the Florentines, who took their part. 

The emperor, by this time, gave orders to befiege Anco- where be 
na, but without effect, becaufe it held a correfpondence is defeat- 
with his enemy, the Greek emperor. On the other hand, ed. 
the.cities and ftates of the confederates aflembled at Modena , 
where they entered into very Tpirited refolutions againft the 
imperial yoke,- and bound themfelves to refill it. Frederic 
was, all this time, in Germany, employed in fettling the af¬ 
fairs of Bohemia, which he committed to the care of one So- 
biejlaus. The peace of the empire being thereby, in fome 
meafure, reftored, a rendezvous of the imperial army was 


yoi,, viii. 


Ratifb 
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neceffary fupplies, fet out with his arrmr for Italy , by way of 
mount Cents.- He quickly reduced Ajlt, Tortorta, Cremona , 
and Como\ but, in befieging the new city of Alexandria, he 
received fo fevere a repulfe, that he was obliged to retire to 
Pavia , which ftood firm in his intereft, though the army of 
the confederate ftates was then befieging s it. 

The confederacy was ftrengthened by the fulminations of 
pope Alexander againft the emperor, which incredibly ope¬ 
rated to his difadvantage. His vaffals, who afpired to inde¬ 
pendency, and particularly Henry the Lion , duke of Saxony, 
withdrew from their allegiance, on pretence that they could 
not ferve againft the holy-fee; and, though the confederates 
were obliged to raife the fiege of Pavia, yet the emperor 
could not take Alexandria , ana was obliged to content him- 
felf with ravaging the adjacent country. The imperial ge¬ 
neral, Chrijlian , archbifhop of Mentz, was fomewhat more 
fortunate; for, after taking many cities in the marche of 
Ancona , and reducing the dutchy of Spoleto, he offered Wil¬ 
liam , king of Sicily, peace, if he would confent to a marriage 
between that king’s fon and the emperor’s daughter ; which 
William declined, leaft he fhould thereby give umbrage to his 
allies. 

Affairs of The excommunications launched out by the pope affe&ed 

Germany, the courage of Fredericks foldiers ; and, though he was one 

of the beft generals of his age, and had received a ftrong re¬ 
inforcement from Germany , yet he was defeated by the con¬ 
federates, in a pitched battle, near Gignano , where he nar¬ 
rowly efcaped with his life ; and the few remains of a fine 
army were obliged to take refuge under the walls of Pavia. 
This was not the only mortification which Frederic mod un¬ 
deservedly underwent at this time. His fleet was defeated 
.by the Venetians ; and his eldeft fon, prince Henry , was taken 
prifoner in the engagement. This was the triumphal period 
of liberty in Italy. The Milanefe had received their free¬ 
dom ; the pope was everywhere vi&orious, and had the art 
to throw out the lure of the Holy Land to the German princes, 
who were otherwife well inclined to the emperor’s fervice. 
Lunenburg was now a free town, and the bimop of Wurtz - 
burg had eftablifhed a temporal jurifdi&ion in Franconia. 
Guelph , who was defeended from a duke of Bavaria, whom 
we have already mentioned, left the emperor the dutchy of 
Spoleto , and the marquifate of Tufcany , with the ifland of Sar¬ 
dinia , and feveral other eftates, to which he had a.claim, but 
never was pqffeffed of. This legacy ferved only to embroil 
the emperor the more. All Frederic's hopes of fucceeding 
.in Italy , now lay in his difuniting the confederates; in which 
he partly fucceeded, by his general, the archbifhop of Mentz, 
having prevailed upon the Venetians to detach themfelves 
from the common alliance. In other refpe&s, the allies, 

though united againft him, were jealous of each other. The 

Lucquefs 
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Lucqiiefe hated the Pifans , as the Genoefe < 
but all confpired towards the diminutio 
power in Italy. 

The emperor, haughty arid ovelr-bearir 
not, without the greateft concern, fee the 
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as he was, could, Frederic* 


not, without the greateft concern, feetheftorm gather round 
him ; and he offered his friendfhip, in the way of accommo¬ 
dation, to pope Alexander ; who gave him the meeting at Ve¬ 
nice , after various intermediate negotiations had proved in¬ 
effectual. The reception of th£ Cmperor at Venice was very 
pompous, and, when he approached the pope, he humbled 
himfelf at his feet; which brought tears into the eyes of his 
holinefs, fo that he raifed, and embraced, him. Soon after 
they retired together, and an accommodation between them. 
Was concluded. The pope, during the whole of this nego¬ 
tiation, maintained his fuperiority: and Frederic even held 
his ftirrup when he mounted his mule. Other circumftances, 
of great difcredit to Frederic , attended this accommodation. 
The pope preached in Latin , a language which the emperor 
pretended he did not underftand j and faid whatever he 


accommo 
dation 
with the 
pope. 


bleated 
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That, though he was an old man, and a prieft, hci 

imnhed over a vfeat and a oowerful emperor. Some 


had triumphed over a great and a powerful emperor. Some 
Writers have faid that the pope, on this occaiion, put his foot 
Upon the emperor’s neck; but this is by no means probable, 
as we do not find that Prederic was reduced to a ftate of be¬ 
ing obliged to fuffer fuch an indignity ; and we perceive* 
that, though he underftood Latin > he had fpirit enough to 
maintain his dignity, by refufing to anfwer Alexander iil any 
other tongue than the German. But, to fay the truth, this 
was the only fpecies of equality which he preferved, towards 

his holinefs. , , 

The treaty of accommodation, which was concluded in 

the year 1177* comprehended the king of Sicily ; and the 
emperor, on the thirteenth of September , fet out for Ravenna • 
This accommodation was attended with great effeCls in fa¬ 
vour of both parties, jThe confederated nates and cities of 
Italy , having now no farther pretexts for difobedience, fub- 
mitted to the emperor ; and the pope remained on the papal 
throne without a competitor, as Calixtus acknowledged his 
right. At this time, Alexander called a general^ council j 


fhould be looked 


as duly ele£bed, without his having two thirds of the elec¬ 
tors in his favour: a regulation which prevans to this day. 

Frederic could not have remained fo long in Italy, had not 
his great fubje&s in Germany been fo much embroiled among 
themfelves that they could attempt nothing to his prejudice. 

- - J ^ a t fit. _I. _ - ^ f- 
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called a diet at Worms ; where many articles of accufation 
were preferred againft Henry by the great vaffals of the em¬ 
pire. He did not deign to attend ; and Frederic , from a prin¬ 
ciple of moderation, adjourned the diet to Magdeburg , and 
offered to acquit Henry , if he would pay five thoufand marks 
into the imperial treafury ; which he refufed to do. A third 
diet was convoked at Gojlar , where Henry the Lion was put 
to the ban of the empire ; and Philips archbifliop of Cologne , 
was conftituted the imperial commiffary for executing the 
fentence. Philip , being joined by the troops of Brabant , 
Flanders , and Guelderland , laid wafte the duke of Saxony ’s 
eftates; and the biihop pf Halberjladt excommunicated him. 
Henry the Lion , by this time, had got together an army; with 
which he defeated all his enemies in Thuringia , retook all 
the places he had loft in Wejlphalia , and made the bifttop of 
Halberftadt bis prifoner, after deftroying his dominions. 

Partition Frederic began now to apprehend that his dignity was in- 

of them, compatible with the vaft power of the duke of Saxony , who 

was fon-in-law to the king of England. Fortunately for the 
emperor, the princes of the empire were as jealous as he was 
of the duke ; and it was no difficult matter for Frederic to 
form an effedfual confederacy to undo him. He convened a 
diet at Wurtzburg , which, at the requeffof the Englijh am- 
baffadors, be ajourned to Gelnhaufen , in Wctteravia ; where 
Henry the Lion was difpoffefled of his eftates, which were 
conferred upon different noblemen ; and the emperor him¬ 
felf carried the fentence into execution. Henry the. Lion, 
when the fentence was pronounced, was more powerful than 
the emperor himfelf was in (Germany. The houfe of Jnhalt 
partook largely of his fpoils, by receiving a gift of Saxony and 
part of Wejlphalia ; and Otho, count of Vitcljbach , the an- 
ceftor of the prefent houfe of Bavaria , received that duke¬ 
dom as his portion of the fpoil.. The archbifhop of Cologne 
took Bnunfwic ; and Waldemar , king of Denmark , being 
gained over by. Frederic , equipped *a fleet, with which he 
blocked up the mouth of the Trave ; while Frederic took Lu- 
bee by land, and Henry the Lion fled to Holfleih. The em¬ 
peror having compared his ends, in humbling fo powerful a 
fubje&, who, at this time, proftrated himfelf at his feet, 
begging him to reftorehim part of his dominions, was in¬ 
clined to have ihewn him favour ; but, as his great fees had 
been granted away under a ban of the empire, Frederic was 
obliged to refer him to a diet that was convoked 2X§Jucdlem- 
,.burg, and from thence adjourned to Erfurt. 

When the princes afiembled there, Frederic perceived he 
had done what he could not undo; for they who had ibared 
in the Saxon fpoils refufed to refign them ; and Frederic ad- 
vifed the duke of Saxony to refide for fome time in England , 
till he could foften matters in his favour; but promifed, in 
the mean time, to take care of his children, and to proteff 
for him the territories of Brunfwic and Lunenburg , the only 
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lands that remained to him unforfeited in Germany. Henry Duke __ 
accordingly retired to England , where his wife bore him a Saxony re- 
fon called William , who was the anceftor of the prefent houfe tires to 
of Brunfwic and all its branches. 

' The inhabitants of Rome were, at this time, free from all 
the imperial ufurpations ; though the emperor’s general, the 
archbifhop of Mentz , was ftill in Italy with an army. Pope 
Alexander III. dying in 1181, the cardinals, without confult- 
ing the Roman clergy or people, advanced to the popedom 
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and he applied to the German general for prote&ion. It ap- 


Rome 


Lucius 
whofe general mar 
itTufculum. The 
time, were c6nfounded. Every prelate exercifed temporal 
and military jurifdiftion ; and his ecclefiaftical preferments 
were only matters of conveniency, not of duty. 

Frederic , and the other pdwers of Europe , furnifhed the Revolu- 
pope with money, which enabled him to re-enter Rome ; tions in 
from whence he was again expelled by the fenators, who Itaiy % 
were fo barbarous as to put out the eyes of feveral of his ec¬ 
clefiaftical adherents, and, in derifion, fend them to him 
with mitres on their heads. Lucius was obliged to retire to 

Verona 


gainft 


black ftorm hung over Germany. Henry II 


In the mean while, a very 


was 


moft powerful prince in Europ 


poffeffions in France exceeded thofe he held in England , in- 
terpofed in favour of his fon-in-la w Henry the Lion. Frede¬ 
ric began to repent of his aggrandizing other princes out of 
the Saxon fpoils; for Otho de Viteljbach difeovered fuch talents 
for government as bade fair for rendering himfelf independ¬ 
ent of the empire. The emperor, to curb him as.much as 


fiibly 


• ~ •• j r 

Ratijb 


In the year 1183, Frederic laid a plan of a general accom- and Grr 
modation for all his eftates in Italy ; and a congrefs was held many. 
for that purpofe at Placentia. There, by the intervention of 
1Henry, king of the Romans , the emperor’s eldeft fon, all mat¬ 
ters were accommodated. The Italian y aflals of the emperor 
were obliged to take an oath of allegiance, to their head ; 
and, in his Roman expedition (for fo his journey to Rome 
was called) they were obliged to furnifli him with provilipns 
and forage in lieu of all other imports. They were entitled to 
raife troops and ere£l fortifications, and to decide pecuniary 
and other caufes according to their own municipal laws ; 
but, when the bifhop of a place was not a count, the nomi¬ 
nation of confuls, or pqdeftas, was to revert to the empe¬ 
ror. This pacification, fo authentically concluded, was, by 
the Italians , JuftJy confidered as the iera of their public 
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liberty. The inhabitants of Alexandria, at that time, called 
de Paglia, becaufe their houfes were covered with thatch, 
conlidered themfelves as holding the ballance of power in 

- . « r* n % I' | • | * t f 


Italy 


by 


plying, in the jnoft fubmtffive manner, to the emperor at 
Nuremburg, and confenting to hold their privileges from 
.him. 

After this, in the year 1184, Frederic again declared his 
{on Henry, king of the Romans-, apd formally knighted him, 
and his brother Frederic , at Mentz, where he held a diet, 
He then went to Italy, with a fincere defire of accommodat- 
jcnighted, ing fome differences with the pope, Lucius HI, concerning 

the fpcceflion of Matilda . Nothing decifive waSi fettled on 
that head, the pope being inflexible, and refilling to crown 

but Henry, by his own 
ed at Milan. He then 


Henry, 
Jcinc of 
the Re¬ 
mans, 


the young man king of Lombardy ; 
power, had that cere 

returned to Germany 
that had been raifed by the ambitious archbifliop of Cologne. 
Returning to Verona, where the council was ftill fitting, he 
met with Heraclius, the patriarch of Jerufalem, who was 
folliciting a crufade in favour of king Baldwin ; but, inftead 
of entering upon fo wild a propofal, Frederic afferted his right 
to the fucceflion of the countefs Matilda. 

He had a meeting with the pope at Verona, where they 
agreed upon having a council convoked for reforming the 
errors and abufes of the church ; and, upon the return of 
Henry the Lion to take pofl'effion of Brunfwic and Lunenburg, 
Lucius appeared to be inflexible with regard to the fucceflion 
to Matilda's dominions j neither would he give Frederics fon, 
prince Henry, the imperial crown; but the father had him 
crowned king of Lombardy, and then' fet out for Germany, 
where he chaftized the archbilhop of Cologne , whofe ambi¬ 
tion and avarice raifed fome difturbances. A council was 
then fitting at Verona, where the patriarch of Jerufalem en¬ 
deavoured to excite a^new crufade, but without effect; and 
the emperor infilled upon his right to the long difputed fuc- 
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Matilda. He feized 

Chief a, Balfena, Bagnarea, and, after a fie 
took Orvieto. 


A (impendent 


Frederic then undertook a progrefs through Lombardy and 
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Thecuftoms of Germany were, at this time, inexpreflibly 
barbarous. Where living witneffes were wanting to decide 
a law-fuit, the parties had recourfe to fingle combat; which 
was performed in the bifhop’s court-yard before him or his 
officers. This ridiculous and cruel practice, about the year 
1186, began to abate; and Bernard , bifhop of Mentz, firft 
fhewed the Germans the method of keeping regifters in writ¬ 
ing for the fecurity of private and public property. 

Frederic gave the government of his Italian dominions to Returns to 
his fon Henry, and returned to Germany; where he .found Germany, 
every thing in diforder. The archbifhop of Mentz flood in 
oppofition to him in railing an archbifhop to the fee cf 
Friers', and Canute, king of Denmark, refufed to pay him 
homage for Wandalia. Frederi ^employed Bugejlaus , whom 
he had made duke of Pomerania, to make war upon the, 

Danes ; but he was defeated by Abfalom , bifhop of Lunden , 
who blocked up the mouth of th#river Pena ; and, next 
year, Canute obliged Bugejlaus to hold Pomerania as a fief of 
Denmark. This was extremely mortifying to the emperor, 
who invited Canute to be prefent at the nuptials of his fon 
Frederic with Canute's filler Cbrijlina. Canute , fufpe&ing that 
the emperor defigned to entrap him, as he probably did, de¬ 
clined the invitation; which exafperated Frederic fo much, 
that he fent home the princefs with contempt; while Ca¬ 
nute., in revenge, ravaged the northern parts of Germany. 

In the year 1187, a quarrel happened between Bela, king 
of Hungary , and his brother Etneric. The latter fled to So¬ 
biejlaus , the duke of Bohemia , who put him under an arrefl, 
and fent him to his brother; for which Frederic fummoned 
Sobiejlaus to the diet of the empire, and deprived him of his 
dominions; which were given to Frederic , the fon of XJla- 
dijlaus , his predeceffor. This new duke receiving fome af- 
fiftance from the bifhop of Saltjburg, fettled himfelf. at 
Prague ; where the people, who hated Uladijlaus , willingly 
received him. After this, being fummoned to attend the 
diet at Ratijbon , Sobiejlaus affembled an army, which defeated 
him in his attempt to return to Prague', but was, In his turn, 
defeated by Frederic , who thereby gained pdfieffion of Bo- 
hernia. His tyranny, and his raifing foreigners to the prin- and P ut * 
cipal polls of the magiftracy, loft him the hearts of the Bo- dl . s ene " 
hemians, who elected, for their duke, Comrade , marquis of t0 f 
Z nain, in Moravia ; for which they were put to the ban of “ e ban ot 
the empire. This daring violation of the imperial dignity 1 , e em * 
was refented by the emperor, who reinftated Frederic in his P lre * 

dukedom*. 

The popes feldom failed to improve every difficulty of an 
emperor to their own purpofes. Urban was difobliged at the 
marriage of Henry , king of the Romans , with Con/lance of St* 
cily j and he laid hold of certain intermedlings of Frederic 

With the ecclefiaftical revenue^ to ftir up the German prelates 
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true caufe of his difqiiiet lay in his 
of Matilda. The emperor, aware 
of bis defign, had the addrefs to convoke an ecclefiaftical af- 
fembly at Gelnhaufen\ where he laid open the encroachments 
of the pope in fo ftrong a light before them, that he prevailed 
with them to join in a remonftrance againft his condudh A 
paper was accordingly drawn up, accufing him of having 
invaded the imperial rights in Italy, and of having ftirred up 
the vaffals of the empire to rebellion ; with various other 
charges of the fame nature. Urban* s death, juft as he was 
about to have launched the bolt of excommunication againft 
the emperor, prevented farther confequences at that time; 
but the papal caufe was fupported by Philip , the warlike 
archbifhop of Cologne , who was apoftolical legate in Ger¬ 
many. 

Urban was fucceeded Gregory VIII, who died in the fe- 
cond month of his reign j and Frederic, in a diet at Worms, 
brought over the princes of the empire to declare againft the 1 
archbifhop of Cologne, and to cut oft' all communication be¬ 
tween him and the reft of 'Germany. Frederic , about the 
fametinie, was embroiled with Hubert , count of Savoy, who 
was a declared partisan of the fee of Rome , becaufehe aimed 
at being independent of the empire. Frederic had ere&ed the 
fees of Turin and Geneva into imperial fiefs, which Hubert 
opbofed, and the emperor therefore deftroyed his eftates. 
Upon the death of Hubert , his /on Thomas fell under the tu¬ 
telage of the marquis of Montferrat, who prevailed with 
Henry , king of the Romans, to revoke the decree which 
ereefed the bifhopric of Turin into a fief of the empire : but 
the count of Savoy, on the other hand, was obliged to do ho¬ 
mage to the emperor for. the jurifdi&ion and lordfhip of that 
city, which he acquired from the bifhop. 

In the year 1188, all Europe was thrown into confirma¬ 
tion by "the accounts of Saladin having retaken jerufalem. 
Clement 111 . who fucceeded Gregory VIII. in the popedom, 
was an enthufiaft in the caufe, and preached up a new cru¬ 
fade, which the emperor Frederic moft unaccountably em¬ 
braced j and was thereupon reconciled to the pope : and he 
fent a German count, who formally demanded from Saladin 
reftitution of the holy city and fepulchre. All Chrijlendotn' 
feemed to be fmitten with the fame religious rage. The 
reader, in the former parts of this work, has been made ac¬ 
quainted with the madnefs of Frederics conduct on this oc- 
caficn. Not only he himfelf, but his fon Frederic, duke of 
Suabia, with fixty-eight of the chief princes in Germany, took 
the crofs; and, though Frederic decreed that none fhould en- 
Jift himfelf as a crufader \vho could not afford to fpend three 
marks of filver, yet the numbers who enlifted amounted to 
one hundred and fifty thoufand men ; all of them well ap¬ 
pointed, armedj and accoutred, That no revolution might 

happen 


againft him ; though the 
having feized the eftates 
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happen in the empire during his abfence, he>reconciled him-*' 
felf to Henry the Lion, duke of Saxony ; and that prince fwore ' 
he would attempt nothing to inj ure Frederic during his ab¬ 
fence. 

The emperor then applied himfelf, by the affiftance of the 
pope, who indulged him to the utmoft, to raife money for 
his expedition; and the fums he amaffed were incredible, 
both from ecclefiaftids and laics. He then fettled the fuc- 
eeflion to his empire, and marched through Auflria and Hun¬ 
gary at the head of one hundred thoufand enthufiafts ; the 
odd fifty thoufand having, it feems, thought proper to buy 
off their fervifes by the confent of the pope. He then fell His deat 
upon Ifaac Angelas, the emperor of Conjiantinople , whom he 
defeated, becaufe he denied him a paflage through his domi¬ 
nions, as he alfo did the fultan of Iconium\ and he filled 
all Afia with the terror of his name, where he died; but the 
manner of his death is uncertain, as we have already feen/ 

He moft probably caught it by bathing in the river Cydnus , 
though fome fay he was drowned. 

He wa§ a prince of great accomplifhments; and the ftrik- and cha 
ing inequalities of his temper and conduit may be well ac- rafter, 
counted for by the turbulence of the times in which he lived. 

He has been accufed, by fome, of atheifm ; but this charge 
probably arofe from the fettled contempt and hatred he had 
for the papal power, His embarking fo* late in life as he 
did in the crufade, plainly evinces that he had a fenfe of 
religion, however miftaken it might be. His death happened 
in nqo, and he is faid to have been buried in the city of 
Tyre. 

By his firft wife, Alice, who was a daughter'to the mar- 
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he had not any 


children. His fecond wife was Beatrix , a .daughter of Ber¬ 
nard, duke of Burgundy ; and by that princefs he had five 
fons and two daughters ; viz. Henry, who fucceeded him; 
Frederic, duke of Suabia, who attended him in his expedi¬ 
tion ; Conrade, duke of Rottenburg ; Otho, duke of Bur¬ 
gundy, which came by the mother; and his youngeft fon 


Philip 


Soph 


fome fay the marquis of Montferrat. t 
Beatrix, was married to the duke of Lor 
wards abbefs of Quedlemburg. 
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23. Henry VI. furnamed the Severe. 

Acceflion YTPON the deatft of Frederic BarbaroJJa, his (on, the 
of Henry VJ duke of Suabia , headed the remains of his army, 
VI. which was reduced to about eight thoufand men; but he died 

at the fiege of Ptolemais. Moft part of the furviving Germans 
returned to their own country, under the landgrave of Thu - 
ritigia , the duke of Guelderland, and the count of Holjlein-, 

and the^ who remained ranged themfelves under the banners 
of Leopold, duke of Auftria. 

New dif- About the time of Frederic BarbaroJJcts death, died WiU 
ienuons Ham, king of Sicily and Naples ; by which Henry , in right of 
in the em-his wife, came to the poffeflion of that crown. Upon the 
phe. departure of .his father from the Holy Land, Henry the Lion, 

without regard to his oath, ftirred up new diffentions in the 
empire, and leagued himfelf with Hartwick, archbifhop of 
Bremen, who plundered great part of the Northern Germany, 
and reduced Lubec, Hamburgh, and other places of import¬ 
ance, before the king of the Romans, in the then exhaufted 
ftate of Germany, could affemble an army to oppofe them. 
At laft, he gave battle to Henry the Lion , and defeated him, 
near Ferden ; forced him to fly to England ; but afterwards 
admitted him to peace, on condition of one of his fons being 
delivered up as a hoftage, while the eldeft was to attend him 
to Italy 5 and the chief feats of his rebellion to be difmant- 
led. 

The peace of Germany being thus reftored, Henry prepared 
to march into Italy , where Tancred, his wife’s natural bro¬ 
ther, had been proclaimed king of Sicily. Henry , to ftrengthen 
his party \n Italy, confirmed and encreafed the privileges of 
, the Lombard (fates arid cities, and likewife thofe of Genoa and 

Pifa ; which laft he eredted into a free republic, on condition 
of their affifting him with a fleet againft Tancred. 
pope Ce- Celejline III. about the year 1191, fucceeded to the papal 
Lf.ine throne; being, at the time of his election, eighty-fix;years 
chofen. of age* The emperor thought it was of great confequence 

for him and his wife to be crowned at Rome. This could 
not he done till the pope (who was a layman) was made a 
prieft and bilhojV, and exalted into the papal chair; which 
was performed with a thoufand ridiculous ceremonies. Next 
day, the,imperial pair were crowned; and it is faid, that, af¬ 
ter the crown was put upon the emperor’s head; the haughty 
©Id man kicked it down, to teach that prince what he owed 
to the papal fee. 

Though this fa£f is queftioned by fome, yet it is too 
ftrongly attefted to be denied. What makes it the more 
probable, is, that the friencMhip of his holinefs was fo im¬ 
portant at this time, that he gave him up the town 6f Tuf- 
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tultirn ; which was demolilhed by the Romans, and Frefcatl 
was built upon its ruins. Though Tancred^ was a ufurper, 
yet he was a lefs formidable neighbour than Henry ; and Ce- 
lejiine commanded that emperor, on the fevereft penalties, 
not to proceed in his expedition againft Naples and Sicily. 

H$nry was well fupported by the German princes, who pro¬ 
bably propofed to conquer thofe fine countries, as the Nor- 
jnans had done before, and to hold them under himfelf. The Ruin of, 
latter, therefore, notwithftanding the pope’s prohibitions, the era- 
proceeded in his expedition ; and, after reducing almoft all peror’s 
Campania, Apulia, and Calabria, he laid fiege to Naples itfelf; army in 
and muft have become matter of it, by the help of the Genoeje Italy . 
fleet, had not an uncommon mortality attacked his army and 
reduced its numbers, fo that he was oblged to difcontinue 
his operations. Among other great men, died Philip the War¬ 
like, archbifliop o $ Cologne, with Otho, duke of Bohemia ; 
and it was with the greateft difficulty that Henry himfelf re¬ 
covered from that contagipn. The people of Naples and 
Sicily were far better fatisfied in being fubje&s to Tancred 
than to Henry, from whom they revolted as foon as they faw 
him difabled from continuing the war ; and the Salernians, 
with whom the emprefs had taken refuge, treacheroufly de¬ 
livered her up to Tancred j who, with great honour, reftored 
her to her huiband. 

This lofs of Henry's army did not difcourage him from 
purfuing his undertaking, unfuccefsful as it had hitherto 
been. He went to Genoa, where he entered into a new con¬ 
vention for the ufe of the Genoefe fhips ; and he performed a 
progrefs over all the towns of Lombardy, which he again con¬ 
firmed in their allegiance, and then he repaired to Worms . 

There he knighted Lewis IV. of Bavaria ; gave Suabia to 
his brother Conrade ; and the dutchy of Spoleto , with large 
eftates in Tufcany , of which he had ftripped the Guelph fa¬ 
mily, to his other brother, Philip. 

About this time, the Teutonic order was eftablilhed in Ger- Original 
many, and forms art important period in that hiftory. They of the 
took their rife from the remains of thofe German noblemen Teutonic 
and gentlemen who had fo bravely ferved in the Holy Land knights, 
under the duke of Suabia, after the death of his father Bar- 
barojja. Being incorporated under the order of a knight¬ 
hood, they got pofleffion of a Greek , or Teutonic, chapel on 
the mount Z ion, and put themfelves under the prote&ionof 
the Blefled Virgin. Thus their order was partly military and 
partly charitable, their employment refemblitig that of the 
Knights-Templars, in guarding and entertaining pilgrims in 
their journeys to and from 1 Jerufalem ; and, by their oath, 
they were obliged to protect the church, the clergy, the wi¬ 
dow, the orphan, the poor, and the diftrefl'ed. They quickly 
became favourites with the emperor, Henry \ I. who recom¬ 
mended them to the pope; and Celejiine confirmed them in 

all their privileges and pofleffionsj affigned them a proper 
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habit to wear, and gave them an armorial bearing; which 
was a black crofs upon a white banner ; with feveral rules 
in the romantic fpirit of thofe times. The original number 
was not to exceed forty, but none of them was to be under 
the degree of a gentleman by birth; and one Henry Walpot y 
a German , was chofen their firft grand-mafter. After the 
Chrijlians had entirely loft the Holy Land , this order became 
quite military, and was of great confequence in the affairs of 
Europe. The firft houfe they had in Germany was built by 
the emperor at Coblentz. 

Affairs qf The vaft application which Henry gave to the affairs of his 

Germany empire, his affiduous adminiftration of juftice in perfon, 

the popular manner in which he behaved towards all ranks 

of fubje&s, and his liberalities towards the cities, both of 
the empire and Italy , had two great objefts in view: the 
one was, the renewal of his expedition againft the two Si¬ 
cilies ; and the other was, the rendering the empire heredi¬ 
tary in his family: but he found both thefe proje< 5 b to be 
attended with great difficulty. He had given the inveftiture 
of the bifliopric of .Liege to one Loth air ; but Albert , another 
ecclefiaftic, had been ele&ed by the canons, and .confirmed 
by the pope. Albert was found murdered by two German 
knights. The archbilhop of Mentz flewto-arms; and the 
emperor, being fufpe&ed of having fome concern in the 
murder, was in danger of being depofed, had he not con¬ 
vened an aflembly of the ftates at Coblentz y where he folemnly 
afferted his innocence, gave orders that the murderers fiiould 
be profecuted to the utmoft, and that Lothair fhould be de¬ 
prived of the fee, which was given to Albert de Cuck. 

About this time, Henry the Lion , notwithstanding his 
great age and the variety of his misfortunes, refufed to eva¬ 
cuate Holftein y according to agreement, to duke Adolphus. 
The latter could expe£t no affiftance from the emperor, who 
then was entirely bulled in railing troops for his Italian tx- 
pedition. But duke Bernard of Saxony , the marquis of Bran¬ 
denburg , and the other princes who enjoyed Henry the Lion’s 
fpoils, gave Adolphus fuch affiftance as drove Henry out of 
Holflein y and procured the inveftiture of it from the empe¬ 
ror, with all its dependencies. 

and Den- The fucceffes of Adolphus rendered duke Bernard jealous. 

mark. He pretended that fome part of his conquefts ought to be¬ 
long to his family. Hoftilities commenced. Bernard pre¬ 
pared to befiege Lubec y and Adolphus reduced Lawenberg. 
This quarrel reached, at Jaft, to Denmark. /The party of 
Adolphus efpoufed the caufe of Waldemar y the pretender to 
that crown ; while Canute, the reigning king, a&ed with fo 
much add refs, that IValdemar was taken prifoner; and Adol- 
pkus y being driven out of Slejwic, was obliged to receive the 
Jaw from Canute. But another, and more important, feene 
was now opened in Germany. 

Richard 
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Richard I. king of England , who had exhibited prodigies Henry de- 
of valour, to no purpofe, in the Holy-Land , having taken tains ifc- 
Jeave of that girave of the Europeans, was, upon his return chard, 
to his own dominions, fhip-wrecked on the Adriatic coaft ; king of 
and, though he endeavoured to conceal himfelf, by travel- England, 
ing, in the habit of a pilgrim, through the territories of in chains. 
Leopold , duke of Aujlria, yet he was difcovered, made pri¬ 
foner, and moft fhamefully loaded with irons. The empe¬ 
ror, as the head of the empire, claimed the cuftody of the 
royal prifoner, which Leopold yielded to him upon pecuniary 
confiderations. Henry was too mercenary to attend to the 
requefts of Richard's Friends and Englijh fubjedts, to have 
him fet at liberty ; but, to give fome colour for his deten¬ 
tion, he accufed him, before the diet of Haguenau , of feveral 
malversations in his conduct as a crufader j and of his having 
entered into an alliance with Tancred , the ufurperof the two 
Sicilies. Though thofe charges were in themfelves unjuft and 
ridiculous, and though Richard was not amenable to any tri¬ 
bunal, yet he pleaded his own caufe with great ftrength of 
reafon and evidence, and turned all the charges againft him 

upon his accufers; infomuch that, barbarous as that age was, 
the princes of the empire interceded with Henry for Richard's 


liberty. 

Two great obftacles lay to this 5 the firft was Henry s own He is 
avarice, and his defire of amaffing money for his expedition fomed 
to Italy. The next was the intrigues of Philip, king of 
France^ who found his account in HicharcTs detention. He 
therefore fixed the royal ranfom to about three hundred 
• - • ’ n ’* oft- r "~ 


fterling 
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davs ; which was raifed by the aifiduity of Richard's mother 


anu me z.e<u ui ms Englijh . iuujw*.. —*— \r~ .r~ 

likewife upon Richard giving orders for fetting at liberty the 
tyrant king of Cyprus , whom he had dethroned ; and his 
giving, to the duke of Auftrias eldeft fon his niece Elcanore of 
Britany in marriage. Richard knew the value of liberty, at 
that jundlure when his crown was threatened by the prac¬ 
tices of his brother John, better than to difpute any of the 
terms ; but, fo very fordid was the emperor, that, though 
the queen-mother paid two thirds of the ranfom, it is thought 
that he would ftill have detained the royal prifoner, that he 

might get a farther fum from the king of - ranee , had he not 
inun Aat-orroA Kir «-K<» intion of the princes or the cm* 

of Richard in very high 


The emperor infilled 


terms. The 


liberty 
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ter retraced them; and Richard muft have been again ar- 
refted, had he not got out of the imperial Gomimons with 
amazing difpatch. Richard had left hoftages behind him for 


into 


_ „ refidue 

the pocket of 


Aujlria . Richard finding 
tome mmcuity m me ftate of England, theduke 

moft unmanfully was about to have put the hoftages to death 


overiflied 
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when the money arrived, with the princefs Eleamre of MrU 
tany. Before (he came to Vienna , Leopold died of a fall 
from his horfe ; but* in his laft moments, he ordered the 
Englijh hoftages to be fet at liberty. It is difficult to fay what 
pretext Leopold's fon and fucceffor could have for oppofing 
this order ; but it is certain that he not only broke off his 
match with Eleanore , whom he fent back, but would have 
detained the hoftages, had he not been compelled by the 
bifliops arid ftates of his dominions to fet them at liberty. 

The proceedings of Henry againft the king of England hail 
been fo fhameful, that, when Henry was preparing to fet 
out on his Italian expedition, he fent ambaffadors to alk Ri¬ 
chard's pardon for what had happened, and even to promife 
reftitutioh of the fum he had fo fcandaloufly extorted from 
him. A competition, about this time, happening concern¬ 
ing the dukedom, or kingdom, of Bohemia (for it was both 
by turns) Henry fold the inveftiture of it to the bifhop of 
Prague , upon the death of Wencejlaus. Henry the Lion con¬ 
tinued as reftlefs as ever ; but all his fchemes failing, he en¬ 
deavoured to recover the good graces of the emperor, who 
took into his favour Henry's fon, the duke of Brunfwic ; and, 
at laft, by the interceffion of Conrade, the count-palatine, 
he was reconciled to himfelf. Soon after, Henry the Lion 
died, at the age of feventy, leaving behind him three Tons, 
the eldeft of whom was in pofleffion of Brunfwic. The af¬ 
fairs of Germany being thus pacified, Henry fent an army to¬ 
wards Naples , under the command of his general Berthold v 
who reduced feveral places. Tancred , in the mean while, 
loft his fon Roger ; and was fo affeded with grief, that he 
died himfelf in a few days after; but his fubje&s declared 
his infant fon William , who was in bis cradle, his fuccef- 

T> fo 1- * 

Henry . This news determined Henry to pafs, in perfon, into Italy. 

courts his jj e ft ac | always continued his fubfidies to the Pifans and Ge- 

friendflrip. noe f e . a nd they lent him their, joint fleets to reduce Naples by 

fea, which he himfelf attacked by land. That city foon fell 
Into his hands, as did all Apulia and Calabria. He took Pa¬ 
lermo by ftorm, and exercifed moft horrid cruelties upon the 
inhabitants. In Abort, nothing could withftand his fortune. 
He purfued the widow and infant fon of Tancred , and, after 
befieging them in Salerno , they furrendered upon a capitula¬ 
tion offered by himfelf; by which the young prince was to 
return to the principality of Tarentum. The emperor, how¬ 
ever, no fooner got him into his power, than he moft inhu¬ 
manly ordered him to be caftrated, and his eyes put out ; 
and (hut up his mother, and her two daughters, in a mo- 
naftery in Alface. This imperial monfter’s next ftep was to 
feize all their effe&s, and the treafures which had been 
amafled by Tancred and his ptedeceffors. He then new mo¬ 
delled his government of the two Sicilies , which be had en- 
trufted in the hands of Germans as rapacious and cruel as 

himfelf; 
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hiiiifelf; aftd carried with him, byway of ho ft ages, into 
Germany , the chief prelates, and noblemen of the country. > 

'J'he fufferings of the Sicilians were beyond what human na¬ 
ture could bear. They rebelled, and the emperor ordered 

all his hoftages to lofe their eyes. 

While he remained in Sicily , a moft extraordinary event of Wonder*. 

nature happened. Hisemprefs, Gohjlance, the heirefs of that ful birth ( 
noble crown, though confiderably paft fifty years of age, of Fre- 
grew pregnant j and Henry , to put the reality of her delivery dtric II. 
beyond all difpute, ordered a fpacious fcaffold to be erected 
on the plains of Palermo ; where fhe was delivered, in light 
of his people and army, of a fon, whofe name was Frederic * 

and who afterwards was emperor. . 1 

Till this time, Henry had been indefatigable in aggrandifing A new 
his brothers. On the death of Conrade , duke of Suabia , he crufade. 
had beftowed all his dominions on his brother Philip , who 
had married the daughter of the Greek emperor j and,, upon 
the death of Conrade , count-palatine, he beftowed the in- 
veftiture of his dominions upon his fon-in-law Henry, duke 
of Brtmfwic, The emperor wasj at this time, the terror of ali 
Europe j but, powerful as he was, hedurft not refufe toliften 
to the pope’s admonitions that he would take upon him the 
crofs; and, in imitation of his father, ordered an army to 
march to the Holy Land. Henry knew that the pope follicited 
this only becaufe he was afraid of his prefence in Italy \ but 
he was obliged a&ually to fend thither fome troops under the* 
command of the archbifliop of Mentis and other princes, 
and even to promife folemnly to take the crofs upon himfeir 
as foon as he fliould return fromfinifhing his affairs in Sicily , 
where the inhabitants now threatened a general revolt. 

The fpirit of crufading was, at this time, fo ftrong in Ger¬ 
many > that Margaret , queen-dowager of Hungary , lifter to 
the king of France, took upon herfelf the crols jj and adu- 
ally joined, with an army, the archbifliop of Mentz, who 
marched through her dominions# A fecond army went by 
fea, in (hips provided by the inhabitants of Holjiein and the 
Hans towns \ zn&Henry took hold of the occalion to lead a 
third army into Italy, in the year 1196, with an exprefs pro- 
mife to fend it into the Holy Land as foon as the aliairs ot oi- 

cily were fettled. . . ' _ . n . ■ 

The emperor found every thing in confufion in Sicily _and Henry a 

Naples , through the horrid cruelty and perfidy he haft been cruelties 
guilty of. The Genoefe had demanded of him to fulfil themo/a^. 
ftipulations he had contra&ed for the ufe of their fleet 5 but 
he laughed at their ambaffador’s requeft; and told him. 

That, as he was their fuperior, they were obliged to hirmlli 
him with fhips. The bifhop of Worms , and the other Ger¬ 
man deputies, continued to opprefs the people, particularly 
thofe of Palermo, Naples, and Capua ;fo that they ran to 
arms, and applied to Roger, count de Accrra , to head them. 

The count of Moloffa was likewife very adhve in furring up 

« .^ . tnft ■ 
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the other towns of Sicily to throw, off the imperial yokej 
The count de Acerra wasunfuccefsful and crufhed by the 
emperor’s governors s. and Henry , upon his arrival, diveflfcd 
the rebellious cities of all .their properties and privileges, 
which Jje bellowed upon his German adherents. Even this 
ieverity was far from quelling the revolt ; and Henry pro- 
pofed a congrefs to be held at Capua , to give fatisfaiftion to 
thp malcontents. He there promifed to redrefs all their 
rievances, and to reftore them to their eflates andprivi- 
eges; but no (boner had the affembly broken up, and the 
Sicilians laid down their arms, than he moil perfid iou fly broke 
the terms, filled Sicily with his troops, feized the perfons of 
the chief infurgents, put fome of them to death, and carried 
others to Germany. 

As the emprefs Conjlance confidered Sicily not only as her 
native country, but her inheritance, file could not, without 
horror, refle£l upon the miferies it had fuffered; and regarded 
her own hufband as the faithlefshutcher of her kindred, who 



headed by had been exterminated by his cruelty. Perhaps the infide- 
the em- lity,.and the brutal indifference, of her hulband towards 


prefs. 


her, contributed not,a little to her refentment, which Ihe 
purfued like a woman of fe'nfe and fpirit. She is laid to have 

* • - 1 • tv * • n» t 1 

privately 
and fome 


engaged, one count Jordani , a S, 
: of his friends, in a confpiracy. 


Sicilian nobleman, 
to fortify them- 


l^elves in the ifland of Lipara till file could openly declare for 
them. In this Ihe was warranted, by her duty as fovereign 
pf the two Sicilies, the emperor being no other than her fub- 
jftitute. * Another reafon mig;ht concur, not taken notice of 
by hillory. He had caufed nis fon Frederic , though in his 
cradle, to be chofen king of the Romans by fifty-two noble¬ 
men and bifhops, who durft not oppofe his will. He had 
obliged them to concur with him in‘declaring the.empire he¬ 
reditary; and he had annexed to it, for ever, the kingdoms 
of Naples and Sicily. This laft meafure muff have been very 
difagreeable to the emprefs, as it took from her and her po- 
fterity the independency of her crbWn. 'Jordani was be¬ 
trayed, and, being taken prifoner, be was .put to death" with 
the moll exquifite torments, and his followers were executed 
likewife. ' ‘ 


Henry now imagining that it would be ifnpofiible for the 

Sicilians ever after to difturb his government, no longer refill¬ 
ed the importunities of his army to go to the Holy Land ; and 
they marched off with the bifhop of Wurtxburg at their head. 
The emprefs had watched for this juncture, and (be employed 
Renaldo and Landolph to fpirit up a general infurre6tion. They 
were fo fuccefsful, that Landolph was chofen head of the in- 
furgents'; and he immediately published an edi6l, abolilhing 
all the taxes and-penalties that the emperor had laid upon 
the Sicilians. This had the defired effeeft. The emprefs 
now openly a&ed, and advanced, at the head of an army 
which joined her, againfl her wicked hufband, who was 

obliged 
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obliged to fhut himfelf up in a caftle, where he was be- 
fieged, but found means to enter into a negotiation'; by 
which he partly recovered his liberty: but happening to Hisdeath, 
fleep in an unwholefome air, after hunting, he contracted a 
difeafe, of which he died. Some have faid that he was poi.- 
foned by the emprefs; but this charge agrees ill with the 
general tenour of her conduct. He died in the year 11Q7, 
in the feyenth year of his reign, and the thirty-fecond of his 

age* . > 

Never did any prince make a worfe ufe than Henry did of and cba- ‘ 
the advantages which nature and education gave him. His rafter, 
perfon was tall, beautiful, and well-fhaped ; his manner of 
addrefs noble : his elocution irrefiftible; his judgment true 

and penetrating; his views extenfive, but well compa&ed ; 
and his courage and condufl in war equal to that of any ge¬ 
neral of the age. With all thofe accomplifhments, his am¬ 
bition, avarice, meannefs, and perfidy, could only be ex¬ 
ceeded by the cruelties he exercifed, efpeeially upon the Si¬ 
cilians. His ambition was fo great, that he fummoned the 
Greek emperor to pay him homage for his empire; and, as 
he died in the flower of his age, it is more than probable, 
that, had he lived, he would have attempted either to have 
poffefled himfelf of it, or to have rendered it tributary by 
force. Two obftacles lay in the way of this fcheme. The 
firft was the violent impulfe which prevailed among the 
Germans to enter upon the crufade, which was fo ftrong that 
it fwallowed up all other confiderations of policy and ambi¬ 
tion. The next was the dreadful misfortunes which at¬ 
tended the Germans who were employed in thofe expeditions; 
for there is little refcfon to doubt, that, had 2ny confiderable 
number of them furvived, Henry intended to have put himfelf 
at their head, and to have attacked the Greeks, whom they 
hated worfe than they did the infidels themfelves. Henry's 
great principle of government was, that all the difmember- N 

ments which had been made from the empire fince the days 
of Charles the Great , were only fo many profperous ufurpa- 
tions ; and therefore it was lawful for him to employ all the 
means that were in his power to refume them.. He found it 
not eafy to break the power of the great princes of his empire, 
but, at laft, he fucceeded by weakening the abfurd depend¬ 
ence of the vaflal upon his fuperior. His father had begun 
to attack that principle of the feudal-law, but did not go fo 
far as the fon did towards abolifhing it. Henry , at the time 
of his.death, was the terror of Europe and ^fui ; and lie had 
the peculiar happinefs of being well ferved by his brotheis, 
who merited all the great favours he heaped upon them. 


♦ 

♦ 
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24. Philip I. of Suabia. 


Philip 

chofen 
king of 
the Ro¬ 
mans, 


Oppofed 
by Otho. 
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I T is evident, from what follows, that neither the princes 
. of the empire, nor the pope, thought themfelves bound 
by what they were forced to agree to in the reign of Henry 
VI. The duke of Suabia was upon his march towards ito/y 
when he received an account of his brother’s death near 
Mejftna , together with the regalia, and his laft will, confti- 
tuting him guardian to his nephew, Frederic II. during his 
minority. He, at the fame time, received intelligence that 
all the Sicilians were in arms under the emprefs Con/lance , and 
that a general maflacre had been committed upon the Gcr- 
?nans in the two Sicilies, Thole events determined him to re¬ 
turn to Germany, to afl'ert his own, and his nephew’s, rights. 

Innocent III. had fucceeded Cele/linelll. in the popedom, and 
was difpofed to carry the pontifical pretenfions to their utmoft 
height j but he was obliged to conceal his ambition during the 
reign of the late emperor. Henry was no fooner dead than In¬ 
nocent abfolved from their oaths the Germans who had recog¬ 
nized young Frederic king of the Romans , and exhorted the 
archbifliops of Friers and Cologne, and all the German princes 
with whom he had any influence, to proceed to a new elec¬ 
tion, and transfer the empire from the houfe of Suabia. In 
confequence of thofe letters, the two archbifhops, with the 
count-palatine of the Rhine , the landgrave of Thuringia, and 
feveral other princes, both fpiritual’and temporal, metatO- 
logne, to elect an emperor, who fhould not be formidable by 
his paternal dominions; and their choice fell upon Berthold, 
duke of Zeringia , a fmail diftridt in SwiJJcrland ; but he de¬ 
clined the honour : and their fecond choice fell upon Otho, 
of Saxony, fon of Henry the Lion. 

Germany was then in a mofl'dreadful fituation. The houfe 
of Suabia was fupported by the archbifhops of Mcntz, Mag - 
debourg , and Befan$on ; the king of Bohemia ; the dukes of 
Saxony, Bavaria, Aujlria , and Moravia ; with many other 
bifhops arid princes of great power and influence. Otho, af- 
fembling bis party, was crowned, at Aix-la-Chapelle, by the 
archbifhop of Cologne, and his election was confirmed by the 
pope, who excommunicated Philip and all the adherents of 
the houfe of Suabia. Young Frederic’s party, on the other 
hand, aflembled at Arnjbcrg, where they confirmed his elec¬ 
tion as emperor ; but chole his uncle Philip king of thejfo?- 
rnans, and gave him the executive power of the government. 
Otho was fupported by Richardl. of England, and Philip by 
Philip Augifftus of France, who himfelf had an eye upon the 
empire. Nothing was feen all over Germany but devafiations 
and fire; and the party of Philip, in general, was preva¬ 
lent. 

It 
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It Teems, by the complexion of hiftory, as if Philip flad 
been, by his party, elected, not only, king of the Romans * 
but emperor of Germany ; and he is accordingly mentioned 
in hiftory as fuch. It is probable that even many of the 
friends of the houfe of Suabia did not think the ele&ion of 
Frederic II. to be king of the Romans, regular; and Philip 
was again crowned at Mentz by the archbifhop of Tarenium, 
who a£ted for the archbifhop of that city and the archbifhop 
of Triers , who had quitted Otho 's party. 

Philip , after this fecond coronation, burnt the towns of 
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age between the daughter of the one and the Ton of the other* 
both of them in their cradles. This marriage proving a dis¬ 
appointment to the count-palatine, Otbo’s brother, he be- 


Brunfw 


JVurtzhurg', hi 

unt and Philip 


never could obtain from 


Otho. Richard , king of England, who, by means of the vaft 
treafures he had furnilhed him, had been Otko’s chief fup- 
port, was now dead, and was fucceedcd by his brother John, 
who refufed to pay Otho the legacy which Richard had be¬ 
queathed to him, and leagued himfelf with the king of 
France. 


In. the mean while, the emprefs Conjlance died in Sicily, Death of 
where fhe was regent, and gave her Ton an excellent educa- the em- 
tion. He had been>crowned king of Sicily by the confent of prefs Con* 
pope Celejline j but, upon his death, a new inveftitufe being fiance, 
demanded from Innocent III. in his favour, the pope infilled 
upon the kings of Sicily renouncing the right which they had 
obtained from former popes of being legates, and filling up 
vacant fees in their own dominions, and of judging eccleft- 
aftical matters in the laft refort, without any appeal to the 
holy fee; but thofe matters were not decided at the time of 
the death of Conjlance , who, however, left the regency of her 
kingdom to the pope during the minority of her ion. 

His holinefs having gained this great point, he renewed 
and redoubled his efforts in favour of Otho, and for exclud¬ 
ing his pupil Frederic , as well as Philip , from the imperial 
throne, of which he pretended, by the authority of almighty 
God, to be the foie difpofer, as fucceffor to bt* Peter, for 
in thofe terms his manifeftos ran. In other letters he declared 
that Philip muft either lofe the empire or he^ the papacy. 

This haughtinefs hurt him with the German princes as well 
as with Philip , king of France ; for, though his legates had 
again excommunicated Philip, and confirmed Otho selection, 
yet the intereft of the latter daily dwindled away.; 

H h 2 A new 
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A new crufade was fet on foot about this time. The Ve¬ 
netians were at the head of it ; and their doge, Dandalo , af¬ 
ter reducing Zara, a town in Dalmatia , which had formerly 
belonged to the Venetians , took Conflantinople , and reftored 
the emperor Ifaac Angelus , who hadibeen dethroned, and de¬ 
prived of his eye-fight, by his brother Alexius Comnenus. 
Confufed Though many Germans were engaged in this crufade, yet 
ftate of it was not an object of their public attention. All the empire 
the em- . was then in confufion ; Adolphus , count of Holflein , was de- 
pire, feated by Waldemar , in an invafion he made upon the pro¬ 
vince of Ditharmife: the Danes were, in their turn, defeated 
by Otho , marquis of Brandenb'Argh , who fided with Adolphus ; 
but the Danes iucceeded at laft; for they took Adolphus pri¬ 
soner, added his dominions to their own crown, and reduced 
the cities of Hamburgh and Lubec. Thofe eonquefts of the 


Danes 
(Germany 1 
continued 


through 
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conteft for Dower which 


Philip and Otho. The 


princes paid no regard to either farther than their own inte- 
reft, or conveniency, led them ; and thus there was a per¬ 
petual fluctuation of parties in the empire. The princes 
who efpoufed one fide in one week, joined with the other 
in the next; till the fword, at laflr, gave law; and a moft 
cruel civil-war took place; fathers, fons, and brothers, 
butchered each other; and no rank or order was regarded. 
Philip depopulated ’Thuringia , and degraded Premiflaus r 
the throne of. Bohemia and the title of royalty. 

Philip had both virtues and abilities fuperior to his 
tor. The landgrave of Thuringia fubmitted to 1 
count-palatine declared againft his own brother l 
was, at the fame time, deferted by his capital f 
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poflefled had now no rival in the empire. He was acknowledged by 
by Philip thed,uke of Brabant, and Otbo’s moft powerful friends; and; 
without a in token of his triumph, he was, a fecond time, crowned at 
rival. Aix-la-Chapelle ,. by tne hands of that very archbifhop of Co¬ 

logne who had crowned his rival. The pope, though unable 
to fupport Otho againft Philip , found fo much employment 
for the latter, that he became more powerful than ever in 
Italy , and confirmed himfelf in great part of the litigated 
ett^tes of the famous Matilda. 

, He and Otho concurred, aboilt the year 120-?, in inftituting 


Peri fronr their 


Enfi 




ufual laws of chivalry, but entitled to all the eonquefts they 
could make upon the pagans. 

_ ©i&V-hotwithftanding his expedients, was; at 1 aft, for- 

*. le and the pope paid. A 

me hanoenine-, the new 
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my into his capital, where they werelhut up by Philip, tho* 
he flood, at the time, excommunicated by the pope. Otho 
in defpair, made a Tally, which terminated in a general en¬ 
gagement, wherein his troops were entirely routed. The 
new archbifliop of Cologne was taken, prifoner, and Otho fled 
to England, his never failing afylum. The important, city 
of Cologne jtheryfell into the hands of PM lip , who kept the 
^pope’s archbifhop in ftrait durance, and began now to think 
of reftoring tranquility to the empire. For this purpofe, as 

wifely as generoufly, he pardoned all paft offences againft 
his per Ton and dignity ; he bellowed one of his daughters in 
marriage upon Wencejlaus , whom he had made king of Bo¬ 
hemia by his imperial authority; he gave<another to the eldefl 
fon of the duke of Brabant , who had been a flrenuous aflerter 

of his intereft ; and fuch was his zeal for peace, that he even __ 

attempted to purchafe it by adls of liberalityand munificence; ■ ' . - 
nay, he went fo far as to propofe terms to his two capital 
/enemies, his competitor Otho and the Roman pontif. The 
latter demanded, as the price of his friendfhip, and in con- . 

fideration of his taking off [ Philip's excommunication, that 
he would give his filler in marriage to the nephew of his 
hplinefs, . together with the dutchies of Spoleto and Tufcany, 
and the marche of Ancona. Philip rejedled the prbpofal; and He is ab- 
the pope, feeing that he had power on his fide, abfolved him folved, 
from fiis excommunication upon his releafing the -captive 
archbilhop of Cologne, and granting his holinefs fome other 
trifling advantages. . , 

This reconciliation could not have been fo eafily effected, 
had not Otho, who had great family alliances, again appeared 
in Germany, , and brought the Danes, who were then the moll 
powerful neighbours of the empire, to favour his pretenfions, 
and to march a body of troops towards Saxony. Philip was 
waiting for his army at Bamberg, and under 1 confinement in 
his chamber through a flight indifpofition. While he was and aflaf- 
there, count Otho, of JVittclJbach, a Bavarian palantine, came finated. 
into the room, and, without any provocation, thrufl his 
fword through Philip's tKroat; and, favoured bytheconfter- 
nation of his attendants, made hisefcape; while Philip died 
with the lofs of blood. 

Various are the conjedlures concerning the murderer’s mo¬ 
tives, but they moll probably were of a family kind. Some 
fay, that, having been declared infamous for a former mur¬ 
der, Philip -had refufed to perform a promife he had given 
him of one of his daughters in marriage. Others pretend 
that Philip had promifed to marry the palatine’s daughter; 
but refufed, for the fame reafon, to fulfil the coritradl. 

Philip, according to all accounts, inherited, by nature, 
every.quality of an accomplilhed prince; as appears from the 
vail difficulties which he had furmoujtited at the-time of his 

death. ? 

25. Otho 
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25. Otho IV. ■ 
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W E are under fome difficulty in pronouncing either 

Philip or Otho to have been real emperors of Germany, 
as young Frederic, who had been acknowledged king of the 
Romans, was ffill alive in Sicily; but, as they poflefTed the 
. , entire power of the empire, toe have followed the general 

arrangement of the German hiftorians. An accommodation, 
at the time of Philip’s death, had been fo far advanced be¬ 
tween him and Otho , that hiftorians are in doubt whether the 
latter was not married to Philip’s daughter Beatrix. The 
contrary opinion is moft probable. 

Succeeded Upon Philip’s death being divulged, Otho took upon him- 
by Qtbo, felf the adminiftration of the empire ; and, in a diet which 
who mar- he called at Holberjladt, he was recognized by the princes of 
rieshis Saxony, Thuringia, and Mifnia. At this diet Beatrix appeared 
daughter, in perfon, and demanded juftice from the princes upon the 

murderer of her father, who was accordingly put to the ban 
of the empire, and foon after killed by a count of Pappen- 
heim. A kind of coalition of parties then took place, by Otho 
marrying Beatrix, who foon after died. Nothing could be 
more agreeable to the pope than Otho’s thus becoming mailer 
of the empire, and he offered to give him the imperial crown 
if he would receive it in Italy. Otho, on the other hand, 
promifed to gratify the pope in all his demands, and to relin- 
quilh the excrcife of feizing the eftates and effefts of deceafed 
ccclefiaftics, In the year 1209, Otho promifed, by letter, to 
yield to pope Innocent III. all the obedience which the em¬ 
perors, his predeceffors, had paid to former popes; and he 
not only confirmed him in the poffeffion of Viterbo, Orvieto, 
" and Perufa, but promifed to reinllate him in the whole in¬ 
heritance of Matilda, and to admit his claim of a territorial 
l'uperiority over Naples and Sicily. 

Otho then called a diet at Haguenau, where he appointed 
Rodolphus; count of Hafpurg, to be vicar of the empire du¬ 
ring nis abfence in Italy, and to reprefent his perfon in Ger¬ 
many. He then marched, at the bead of an army, to Rome; 
where he received the imperial crown from the hand of the 
pope, to whom he confirmed the ceffion he had made him of 
Matilda’s inheritance. 

Otho* seif- It foon appeared that Otho was far from being fincere in 
ferences thofe compliances; and, indeed, at that time, the interefts 
with the .of a pope and an emperor of Germany were incompatible, 
pope. During Otho’s refidence at Rome, a quarrel happened between 

his foldiers and the Romans ; and, one thoufand Germans be¬ 
ing killed in the feuffle, the emperor complained to the pope 
and demanded juftice. The pontif looked upon this demand 

as being little better than infolence, and the emperor left 

Roms 
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Rome without receiving fatisfaftion, but fecretly refolved to 
do himfelf right by his fword. He wintered in Lombardy , 
and, early in the fpring of 121c, he published his intention 
of reannexing to the empire all the dominions that had been 
difmembered from it, Thefe comprehended all the inherit¬ 
ance of Matilda and the dominions of young Frederic. As 
the Germans were incomparably better foldiers than the Ita¬ 
lians, Otbo met with no great difficulty in feizing Apulia. It 
was in vain for the pope to expoftulate with him, for he re¬ 
traced all that he had promifed in favour of the holy fee: 
upon which Innocent III. thundered out an excommunica¬ 
tion againft him, and fent it to be promulgated, by the arch- 
bilhop of Mentz^ throughout all the German empire. This 
proved the ruin of Otbo. His fubjeCs were abfolved from their 
allegiance ; and, at a diet held at Bamberg , .the king of Bo¬ 
hemia, the dukes of Bavaria and Auflria , the landgrave of 
Thuringia , and the other great princes of the empire, re¬ 
nounced their allegiance to him ; and chofe, in his room, 
young. Frederic, who was then about feventeen years of age, 
fon to the emperor Henry VI. 

Otbo, upon this, returned to Germany, and called a diet of He feizes 
the princes of his party at Nuremberg ; where he laid before the impe- 
them his reafons for feizing Apulia , and the other imperial rial fiefs 
fiefs of Italy, which they approved of. Encouraged by this in Italy , 
recognition, Otbo bellowed the crown of Bohemia upon the 
fon of that king, who had repudiated his wife and married 
an Hungarian princefs. Otbo then proceeded vigoroufly 
againffi the landgrave of Thuringia, the archbilhop ol Mentz, 
and the other princes who had fided with the pope. Thofe 
proceedings embroiled him with Philip Augujlus, king of 
France , who had (hewn a great contempt for his perfon and 
underftanding, and who was, at that time, at war with Eng¬ 


land 


M 


Frederic palled the Alp 
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her of other princes 3 and Germany , from its one end to the 

-» , _ r - c ...on NotWltllltandinor thefe 


uuici, became a iw-nv- -------- --- . <-> ~ . 

unpromifing appearances againft: Otbo, his great lnterelt m 
England fupported him. He was joined by the dukes of Lim¬ 
burg and Lor rain (who, it feems, had changed his party, un- 
Jefs there were more dukes of Lorratn than onej and the 
counts of Holland and Flanders ; and, being at the head of 
one hundred and ten thoufand fighting men, he drove young 
■Frederic out of Germany into SwjjJerlond, and advanced to 
fight the French, who were encamped at Bovines , near Tout- 

o _ . ^ v n _.JrAkU KnfM r\r friar 5ffp 


nent tne rrencn , wac ^ u . 

my. Here one of the moil remarkable battles of that age but lofts 

wls fought; but the reader who has .no knowof the herropuc 
antient armour can form but a very indifferent tdea of it, in the 
The generals and great men of thofe days were immured in greatibat- 
fteel, in proportion to the property they held and the men tie of B>- 
ihey brought to the field. A count was better armed*»> "»*“• 
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knight, a knight than an efquire, and an efquire than a pea- 
fant, who Was aim oft defenceless. Thus few men of any 
rank were killed in the moil bloody battle. In this of Bo- 
vines the king of France was thrown from his horfe and rode 
over j but, fo impenetrable .was his armour, that, though 
he lay at the mercy of his enemies, they could not fall upon 
£ way to kill him. Notwithftanding this accident, his troops 
got a complete victory; and the battle of Bovines is dwelt 
upon, with great pleafure, bf the French hift'oriansw Thirty 
thoufand Germans, '-by whom are meant ill-armed ptafants, are 
faid to have died on the fpot; but no man, of any rank or 
eonfideration, oh the part of the French , except one Williajft 
Longchamps ; nor are we made acquainted with the precife 
number of the French flain. : The vidlory of Philip was ow¬ 
ing to his fuperiority in cavalry over the Germans , which, 
undoubtedly, gave him a decifive advantage. The lofs of 
the French, however, muft have been very cbnfiderable, as 
Philip Augujlus , the moft defigning and ambitious prince 
©This age, did not improve his vjdlory oh the fide of Ger¬ 
many. Otbo's imperial ftandard, which refembled themaftof 
a (hip, furmounted with a dragon, and fixed in the midftof 
a huge machine, drawn by oxen, was taken by Philip, who 
fent it to young Frederic as the badge of empire. As to Otho, 
he efcaped with difficulty, but never could recover the blow 
he then received. , 

SuccefTes Frederic was in Swi/ferland , where he fecretly cultivated 
of Frede - the friendfhip of that people and many cf the German princes, 
ric II. when he received the joyful news of Otho s defeat; and, that 

his friends, the counts of Flanders and Boulogne , who had 
been taken prifoners, were carried to Paris, loaded, after 
the barbarous manner of that time, with heavy irons. As 
the Sivijfes fhewed a particular attachment to Frederic, he di- 
ftinguiihed them, upon this happy turn of his fortune, with 
great immunities j and, by his bounty and noble behaviour, 
he captivated the hearts of the Germans in general j fo that 
every thing feemed now to yield to his fortune. He gave the 
kingdom of Arles to William V. prince of Orange , in vaffal- 
age to the empire. He bellowed the temporalities*of Straf- 
hourg upon its bilhop, and conferred particular favours upon 
the other principal towns of A'{face. 

Having palled the Mofelle, the towns which had been the 
moft attached to Otho, fubmitted to his authority, as did the 
duke of Brabant, with all the counties of Juliers and Wejl- 
phalia. Waldemar, king of Denmark, was the only power 
whom he had now to dread ; and the price of his'friendfhip 
was a formal ceffion of Holjlein, with the towns dfLubecanA 
Hamburgh, which were to be difmembered M>m the empire 
^nd annexed to the Danijh crown ; to which Frederic agreed. 
This ftipulation was refented by the cpunt-palatine, the 
margrave, of Brandenburg, the bilhop of Bremen , and fome 

other princes, who exclaimed againft it as being injurious 

and 
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and difgraceful to the empire; but, though they feized Ham-* 
burgh, they were foon obliged to fubmit, by the prevailing 
arms of Frederic and Waldemar. 

Here, properly; fpeaking, ends the reign of the emperor 
Otho ; who, finding himfelf abandoned by all the princes of 
the empire, retired;to Brunfivic, where he betook himfelf to 
a private life for four years, and ended his days in indolence 

and ignominy. 




T HIS prince came to the empire with great advantages who is 

arifing from his illuflrious anceftors, and Otho having chofen 
left behind him no male iflue. He had a noble education emperor, 
fro'm his mother, and, befides the Italian , is faid .to have been 
matter of the Greek , Latin, German , French , and Turkijh lan¬ 
guages ; and, to thofe liberal accomplifhments, he joined an 
elevated genius and moft engaging manners. He was not, 
however, free from the religious follies of the times. Per¬ 
ceiving himfelf to be at the head of the empire without a ri¬ 
val, and, by the death of his uncle, having added to his great 
patrimonial eftate the dutchy of Suabia and the county of 
Rottenhurg , he took upon himfelf a vow to go in perfon to 
the Holy Land. Being crowned at Aix-la-Chapelle, and efta 
blilhed in the empire, the count-palatine of the Rhine, bro¬ 
ther to the late emperor Otho, was put to the ban of the em¬ 
pire; and his dominions were given to the duke of Bavaria, 
whofe eldeft fon was married to the count-palatine’s daugh¬ 
ter. Frederic then applied himfelf to refettle.the police of his 
dominions, which a long continuance of civil-wars had al- 


moft abolilhed. , 

In the year 1216, pope Innocent III. who had made fo di- Death of 

ftinguiflied a figure during his pontificate, died ; and he was pope In- 

fucceeded by Honorius 111. Nothing contributed more to nocent 111 . 

the papalintereft, than the finding employment for the em- whoisfuc- 
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perors of Germany, and Honor ms eagerly prelied trederic to ceededb; 
fulfil his vow of going to the Holy Land. Frederic , who had, Honorius 
by this time, probably repented of his rafhnefs, begged to he III. 
excufed till he fhould eftablifh his authority in Germany, 
and receive the imperial crown from his holinefs in Italy • 

m ** t I # I a .1 ..... A. 


This backwardnefs.on the part of the emperor did not daunt 
the fpirit of the crufade, which, as ufual, infected all nmks 
of men: Germany , Sweden, Denmark, Bohemia , and Hun- 
parv. embraced it; and the pope declared Andrew ; 11 . 
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-age, being driven by ftrefs of weather to Lijbon, 
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they defeated the Moors, and replaced Alpbonfi , king of Por¬ 
tugal, upon his throne. The king of Hungary , and his ar¬ 
my, was joyfully received at Acra by the king of Jerufalem 
and the various orders of knights; but, being unfortunate 
in every expedition he undertook, he returned to his own 
dominions; as did the duke of Auftria , whom he left behind, 
and feveral other crufaders. 

The abfence of thofe great men was a favourable circum- 
ffance for the emperor Frederic ; but the cities of Milan and 
Placentia , and other imperial fiefs in Italy, having tafted the 
fweets of liberty, refufed, while Otbo lived, to acknowledge 
him for their mailer;.and, upon Otbo’s death, moll unwil¬ 
lingly fubmitted to his authority. Frederic , finding the pope’s 
friendlhip abfolutely neceffary to his affairs, promiled to be- 
flow the kingdom of Sicily on his own fon Henry , as foon as he 
received the imperial crown in. Italy j and, having held a diet 
at Gojlar , where he was reconciled to the count-palatine, he 
quelled fome public commotions in theempire; and, in ano¬ 
ther diet, held at Francfort, he declared his refolution of go¬ 
ing to receive the imperial crown at Rome ; upon which a 
vote palled by the princes for providing him with whatever 
could contribute towards his appearing with the utmoll 
fplendour in Italy. Jt had been always the cuftom of theem- 
rors, when they undertook that journey, to fend before them 
a bilhop, or fome other ecclefiaftic, as their harbinger, with 
credentials to prepare the way for their reception. Frederic 
made t ufe of his chancellor, Conrade , bilhop of Spire, who 
was to adminilicr the oath of allegiance to the emperor’s fub- 
}e&s in Italy. He then gave his young fon, Henry , in charge 
to the count of Boland, and appointed a council for the ma¬ 
nagement of public affairs j well knowing that the mifcar- 
riages of his predeceffors in Italy were owing to the intrigues 
and the wars of fecular and temporal princes in Germany du¬ 
ring their abfence. He iffued out charters of immunity in 
favour of both ; arid, in particular, he: ena&ed that the ef¬ 
fects of deceafed bifhops Ihould devolve to their fucceffors ; 
and, that no emperor, by his own prerogative, Ihould en- 
creafe the taxes or alter the coin. He next reconciled all the 
differences among his great men; and then palled the Alps at 

the head of his army. 

The Milanefe refufed him admittance into their city, and he 
was obliged to content himfeif with receiving the fubmiffions 
of other places, who were willing to own him as their fove- 
reign. Above all, he tpok care to keep in friendlhip with 
the pope, by renewing his promife not to re-annex the king¬ 
doms of Naples and Sicily to the empire, but to give them to 
his fon. Not chufing to venture his perfon among the Romans 
without a fulficient force, he was joined by the army he had 
in Italy ; and then he received the imperial crown from Ho - 
norius ill. but fwore to defend all the rights and privileges of 
the holy fee, including Matilda's inheritance j and to march, 

whenever 
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againft the infidels. 
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fhould require him, with his army. 


Notwithftanding thofe fair appearances, Honorius fufpe&ed Differ- 
the emperor’s fincerity. He declared, by virtue of his ownence be- 
prerogative, and the confentof the German princes, his fon tween him 
Henry king of the Romans ; and he betrothed him to Mar 


garet, daughter to Leopold, duke of Auflr 

" Naplt 


He then vifited pope, oh 
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of pope Innocent, who had been pra£tifing againft his autho- of the 


rity 


The death of Otho, which happened, near Brunfi 


in 1218, was of great fervice to Frederic , as it took from the 
Lombard cities all pretext of their difowning him for emperor. 


To 


ife 


father’s eftate. He 


particularly, that the fon of a heretic fhould not inherit his 

likewife was obliged to wink at the pro- 
>pe gave to fome of his Neapolitan rebels; 

and to fend a good fleet, and army, under the duke of Bava¬ 
ria, to join the crufaders in the eaft. The pope ftrenu- 
oufly prefled him to go in perfon; but Frederic excufed him- 
felf by marching againft the Saracens of Sicily, whom he had 
entirely reduced ; and by multiplying favours on the holy fee 
at the expence of other princes and ftates. 


In the year 1223 


:ity of Naples, 
archbifhop of 


Henry at Aix-la-ChapelL 


many might not be without a head; and the young prince 
immediately entered upon the exercife of fovereignty. The 
great grievance of Germany, at that time, confifted in. the 
abufe of the feudal powers ; and the policy of the emperors 
was to encourage the erection of free cities and towns, who 
attempted to render themfelves independent of the great fiefs. 
Henry held a diet at Aix-la-Chapelle, where many regulations 

were made for the better adminiftration of juftice; and made 
a progrefs through the principal towns of Germany^ where he 

. 1..9 1 0 Vr _ _- in 


abol idled 


That fame year, Henry, by order of his father, renewed his 
treaties with the-crown of France, in the perfon of Lewis 
VIII. who had fucceeded Philip Augujlus-, and, among 
other'ftipulatjons, he promifed never to afiift England agamlt 

France 

T^this time, an opportunity prefented itfelf to the empire Confede- 

;tc ref urn ing its fuperiority over Denmark. . Waldemar ll. racy m 

Denmark , who had extended hij5 dominions over Italy 

together againft the 


kin 


mo 



all the countries bordering on the Baltic, was 


with his fon, furprized, feized, and made prifoner,. upon a emperor, 
family quarrel, by the count of Meclenburgh Schwerin, h al- 
demar, and his friends, applied to the emperor and the pope 

for .their deliverance; but the diet of the empire in 
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them, that, if Waldemar expected any affiftance from the 
princes, he muft, as his predeceffors had done, hold his 
crown of the empire. The pope, on the other hand, laid 
claim to the fame dependence, on pretence that the kingdom 

of Denmarkyn as a fief of the holy fee. Waldemar and his 
fon rejecting thofe terms, their enemies divided their fpoils. 
The count of Schwerin , the archbifhop of Bremen, the 
princes of the houfe of Saxony, and others, reduced Holftein 
and Hamburgh , and the country to the north of the Elbe ; 
and the knights of the Teutonic order feized Revel, and the 
adjacent territory on the coaft of the Baltic. The Vandals , 
Slavonians , Pomeranians, and other ftates and people,, threw 
off the Danijh yoke ; and each had a {hare of Waldemar’s 
plunder : but, at laft, after a long and fevere captivity, they 
were fet at liberty,' upon promifing to pay aranfom of forty- 
iive thoufand marks of filver. 

About the fame time, violent difputes happened in Alface 
about the inheritance of the countefs of Dajburg ; to which 
the bilhops of Mentz, Liege , and Strafbourg , the duke of 
Firabant, the marquis of Baden , and other princes, laid claim. 
After a great deal of blood had been fpilt by the competi¬ 
tors, the affair was, at laff, compromifed by the interpofi- 
tioii of the emperor and Engelbert , archbifhop of Cologne , who 
wasfoon after aflaffinated. This prelate was looked upon as 
the wifeft of all the German princes. He was tutor to the 
young king of the Romans, in which office he was fucceeded 
by Lewis, duke of Bavaria. 

We have, in the former part of this work, given a full 
account of the bad fuccefs of the crufaders of that time, who 
loft the important city of Damietta to the infidels. John de 
Brienne , who was little more than a nominal king of Jeru¬ 
salem, and the grand mafter of the Teutonic order, were fol- 
liciting frefli recruits of crufaders, to fave the little that was 
ftill left to the Cbrijlians in the eaft; and the pope reproached 
the emperor, as having, through the breach of his vows, 
occafioned the lofs of Damietta ; and threatened eyen to ex¬ 
communicate him if he did not immediately fet out upon the 
expedition. Frederic had eftablifhed his authority too firmly 
in Italy to dread;the thunder of the Vatican. He even feemed 
glad of an opportunity to refume the full extent of imperial 
power, as exercifed by his predeceffors, both as emperors and 
kings of Sicily. He revived the rights of legation in Naples, 
by which he actually became a pope in his Italian dominions. 
He filled up vacant fees, and banifhed the bifhops who had 
been put in by the pope. Honorius renewed his threatenings, 
and Frederic defpifed them ; and it was now plain that the 
latter intended to found a new empire in Italy , and to make 
that country his refidence; which might, in time, have an¬ 
nihilated the papal power. Honorius began to think he had 
gone too far, efpecially as Frederic had publifhed a manifefto 

to 


* 


\ 



juftify 


OF THE WORLD 

He 


477 


tu J u “" J "- -7*1- ^ rrtuertc 

foothing, fubmiiuve manner; and they were not only recon- marries 
.. , u- »•-:... r 1 ‘ the king 

of Jerufa- 
lent 1 s 

daughter. 


Honorius 


gage him to marry the princefs Yolanda , daughter to the king 
of Jerusalem ; to which crown fhe was hcirefs in right of her 
mother Ifabella . It is uncertain what Frederic’s motives 
might be for this impolitic, unprofitable, marriage. Though 
he was a great and a wife prince, he was not, perhaps, proof 
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by the hopes of recovering part of the territory which the 
Cbrijlians had conquered and loft in the eaft. Whatever may 
be in thofe confiderations, it is certain that the pope exerted 
himfelf, in an unufual manner, to fupport Frederic in his ex¬ 
pedition ; but it was two years before the princefs Yolanda 
arrived in Italy from Ptolemais. 

The German princes, in general, {hewed themfelves weil Confede- 
difpofed to fupport the enterprise; and preparations were racy in 
made accordingly, when Frederic received undoubted intel- Italy 
ligence that the chief towns in Lombardy were confederated againft 
againft him. It was eafy for the emperor to fee that the pope Frederic* 
himfelf was at the bottom of this confederacy, and that it 
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Placentia , Brefcia , Mantua , Vercellt , 

Alexandria , and Vicenza ; and their troops were to be com¬ 
manded by' Boniface, marquis of Montferrat. No confederacy 
was, perhaps, ever formed upon truer principles of liberty 
than this was. The cities did not pretend to feparate them¬ 
felves from the empire, but to affert thofe immunities and 
privileges which fome of them had bought, and others ob¬ 
tained, from former emperors, particularly Frederic Barba* 
roffa ; which the reigning emperor refufed to confirm. Fre-> 
d er ic feems to h^vc held e dsngcrous rnExinij that no Rnccl- 

tor can renounce the rights of his pofterity. This is a prin- 
ciple that tends to unhinge every acquifition of ltberty, and 
is in itfelf deteftable. The truth is, the popes, in this quef- 
tioiv Were on the fide of freedom ; for that of Italy \Vk 
danger of linking under the imperial power. Frederic again 
refufed to fet out on his crufade ; but promifed, under pant 
of excommunication, to do it in two years; to which Hono~ 

rius was obliged to confent. 

. Frederic fummoned a general aflembly at Cremona , to 
which all the towns and ftates of Italy were invited to fend 
deputies. He, at the fame time, ordered his fon, the king 
of the Romans * to attend him, at the fame place witha body 
of troops. The confederates then avowed, and renewed, 
their aflneiation. and placed troops m the defiles-of the Alps* 


which'prevented that prince from penetrating 


The 
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The breach now widened, every day* between Frederic 
and the pope. The latter did all he could to prohibit the 
meeting of the affembly at Cremona ; and, atlaft, a paper 
war was kindled up, in which each loaded the other with 
the mod opprobrious and illiberal language. The pope had 
a great party in Germany , and the emperor had the fame in 
Italy \ but Frederic perceived plainly that the Italians a n ge¬ 
neral were diflatisfied with his government. He had been 
again refufed admittance into Milan y which he had put to 
the ban of the empire ; and he had tranflatdd the univerfity 
of Bologna to Naples : but thofe meafures ferved only to make 
him more and more unpopular in Italy ; and, at laft, he 
deigned to admit the pope as umpire between him and the 
confederate ftates, who agreed to the arbitration. The 
award of his holinefs was, Thatthe emperor fliould lay afide 
all refentment towards the confederates for what had palled, 
and revoke all his penal edidfcs j but, that the confederates 
lhould furnilh him with four hundred knights, for two years, 
td ferve under him in the Holy Land. Soon after this ac¬ 
commodation was effedted, pope Honorius died, and was fuc- 
ceeded by Gregory IX. who wzS|pearly related to the difcon- 
tented part of Frederic’s fubjedts in Naples, and adopted all 
the principles of his predeceflor, but was ftil'l of a more 

haughty difpofition. We are now to attend the affairs of 

Germany. _ I 

jfgnesi wife to the king of the Romans, in the year 1227, 
was crowned at Aix-la-Chapelle y where Henry accommodated 
feveral differences among the German ftates. That fame year, 
a quarrel broke out between Henry and the houfe of Saxony t 
on account of the fucceftion to the eftates of the count-pa¬ 
latine of the Rhine ; which were claimed (he dying, without 
ifftie) by the marquis of Baden , who had married his eldeft 
daughter, but had refigned his right to Brunfwic in favour of 
the emperor. The duke of Saxony had recourfe to the king 
of Denmark., who had, by the pope, been abfolved from the 
oath he was obliged to make while a prifoner, and defended 
Brunjv.de againft the king of the Romans. JValdemar, by 
Otho’s afliftance, foon got poflefiion of Lubec , bht as quickly 
loft its garrifon, by being expelled by the inhabitants; and, 
a commiflion arriving from the emperor to the counts of 
Meclenhurg and the other northern princes of the empire, 
they compleatly defeated JValdemar , and recovered Lawen- 
hurg, Holjlein, and all the Lower Saxony , to the empire. 
This was Tome difappointment to pope Gregory, who prefled 
the emperor’s departure for the Holy Land with fo much 
earneftnefs, that Frederic was, at laft, obliged to comply ; 
and, having equipped a fleer, at a vaft expence, he a&ually 
failed from Bundiji with a powerful army and magnificent 
attendance. He had not been at fea above three hours* 
when, pretending ficknefs, he returned, but ordered:his ar¬ 
my to proceed. The pope, and all Italy , was conyinced 
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that Frederic's return was owning to his diftruft of him and 
the Italian Rates ; and Gregory excommunicated him. The 
emperor, on his part, kept no farther meafures with his ho- 
linefs. He juftified himfelf to the Germans , and publiflied 
manifedos in his own vindication, which he fent to all the 
princes of Europe.. He then expelled from his dominions all 
who had treated him as an excommunicated prince, and laid 

his hands upon the effects of the Knights Templars wherever 
he could find them. 

In the year 1228, he carried his army to Rome , from Frederic 
whence the pope fled to Perugia j but, after all, neither Fre- marches 
deric' s power, nor fpirit, could conquer the temper of the to Rome\ 
times. He was corifidered as a prince^ who had incurred the 
heavy cenfure of excommunication by perjury; and his wife 
Yolanda , who had brought him a young fon, Conrade , being 
dead, he prepared himfelf for the expedition in good earned: 5, 
not fo much with a view of fighting the infidels, as of fe- 
curing the remains of his fon’s inheritance. lie aflembled 
his chief officers and noblemen at Barletta , in Sicily j where 
he communicated to them his intention ; the execution of 
which was oppofed by the pope t/11 his excommunication 
lhould be taken off. Frederic left full powers with Renald , 
duke of Spoleto , to treat with Gregory in his abfence; and, 
without minding the papal inhibition, he fet fail for Cyprus, 
from whence he proceeded to Ptolemais. 

The pope had now carried his great point, that of confo- 
lidating the confederacy of the Italian dates. He refufed to 
treat with Renald, who entered St. Peter s patrimony, and 
laid it wade, with an army of Germans and Sicilian Saracens. 

The pope oppofed them with an army, the command of 
which he gave to ydhn de Brienne. The reader, in the place See 
referred to, will learn, from the bed Mojlem and Chrijlian VoJ. vii. 
authors, the fuccefs of Frederic in the Holy Land , where he Page 233. 
entered yerufalem in triumph ; and concluded, with Camel 
and Moadhem, a wife, and indeed a glorious, peace for the 
Chrijlians . This was far from anfwering the views of the 
pope, who would have been glad to have heard of Frederic s 
ruin, and who difapproved of the treaty. 

Frederic returned to Naples , and found his affairs in Italy Diforder$ 
in great diforder; and he had now no chance for their being in Italy. 
fettled, but his obliging the pope to take off the fentence of 
excommunication. For this purpofe, he marched againd 
his holinefs at the head of that very army which he had car¬ 
ried with him into Syria, and retook all the places which he 
had lod during his abfence. Gregory renewed his fulmina- 
tions againd him and all his friends and followers, and ab- 
folved his fubje&s from their allegiance. He, at the fame 
time, complained of Frederic to all the princes of Europe , 
who paid him but very little attention. The Iialian Guelpbs, 

however, who were confederated againd Frederic , and whofe 

caufe 
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caufe wa$ really that of liberty, ftuclj; by his holinefs, bet 
caufe they were in no danger from his temporal power, and 
might be ferved by his fpiritual. But their troops had no 
experience in war, and were not comparable to Frederic’ s 
veterans j fo that the emperor was everywhere victorious. 
His fuecefles feemed to infpire him with moderation; and, 
at the deiire of St. Lewis, king of France , he fenta deputa¬ 
tion of prelates, with Leopold , duke of Auftria, to treat with 
his holinefs at Rome . The pope, notwithftanding his dif- 
trelTes, refufed to come to any equitable agreement, depend¬ 
ing upon certain intrigues he was carrying on againft Frede- 
ric in Germany, by his legate Otho, who offered the imperial 
crown to jthe duke of Brunfwicy but the latter refufed it. 
Otho then, in a diet held at Wurteburg, exhorted the princes 
to eleCt a new emperor; but they received his fpeech with fo 
much indignation, that he was in danger of being put t<? 
death. 

Reconeili- His ill fuccefs infpired the pope, his mafter, with more 
ation be- moderate fentiments, which he found means to convey to 
tween the the emperor, and a peace was accordingly concluded ; by 
pope and which Frederic engaged to give his holinefs a pecuniary in- 
emperor. demnification for his damages, and the pope took off from 

Frederic the fentence of excommunication under which he 
lay. This treaty was executed at Anagni, with great appear¬ 
ances of cordiality on both fides. It was foon feen that the 
Italian Guephs had lefs regard for the pope than their liberties; 
for they refufed to accede to the treaty, by which they were 
to return in fubjeCtion to the emperor. Finding that they 
were unable to ftand againft Frederic in the field, they joined 
againft him in a variety of intrigues in Naples , Sicily, and Ger¬ 
many. Frederic , in an afiembly which he held at Aquileia, 
had declared his refolution to reduce the confederates ; but, 
through the avocations he met with from the confpiracies 
that broke out againft him, he found he could do nothing ef¬ 
fectual, unlefs he marched a new army of Germans into 
Italy. 

While he was preparing for this, a confpiracy, of the moft 
dangerous nature againft him, was difcovered ; for it was 
headed by his fon Henry, king of th e Romans. The cities of 
Milan and Bologna had promifed to join with Henry , as did 
the duke of Avflria , the biftiop of Strajbourg, and almoft all 
the towns upon the Rhine from Baftl to Cologne. Henry, hav¬ 
ing thus ftrengthened his party, ventured to hold a diet at 
Boppart; where he complained of the injuries which the em¬ 
pire received by the continual difientions between his father 
and the pope, and the little power which he had in the em¬ 
pire ; though, as king of the Romans, be was entitled to be 
foie regent in his father’s abfence. The duke of Bavaria , 
and the marquis of Baden , dHIented from the reft of the af- 
fembly, who approved of what he faid ; and thofe two dukes 

p refied 
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preffed -Frederic ito come in perfon to Germany, which /he 
accordingly did, and held a diet at Merits. Frederic, on this 
occafion, behaved with wonderful moderation. He applied 
himfelf to correct the real abufes that had crept into Germany 
during his abfence, which had continued for fifteen years; 
and all the refentment hefhewed againft dus fon, was to re¬ 
move him to Sicily, that he might be at a diftance from his 
dangerous German connexions. 

From thofe proceedings, it appears very plain, that the Frederic 
views of Henry and his friends were founded on the emperor’s returns to 


abfence; from Germany’’, for, on his arrival there, his fon’s* Germany, 


party could make no head againft him. Frederic then com- 
pofed‘the differences that had arifen between him and the 
houfe>of Savoy, particularly the duke of Lunenburg, who had 


feized Brunfwic^ as being heir-male to Henry the Lion, -fa¬ 
ther to che late count-palatine. Otho obtained from theem- 
peror the inveftitures both, of Brunfwic and Lunenburg ; and 
the;inhabitants of thofe two dutchies were enjoined to. re¬ 
ceive Him as their lawful lord, according-to the laws and con- 
ftitutions of the empire. This moderation was the more ne- 
ceffary, as it reconciled the princes of the empire to his 
fcheme of carrying a new German army into Italy for the 
jeduXion of Lombardy. The pope offered to bring the con¬ 
federates to a fenfe of their duty, provided Frederic would re¬ 
main in Germany ; but, finding the emperor refolute, he, and 
the confederate cities, renewed their intrigues with the king 
of the Romans, who promifed to find the emperor fufficient 
employment in the empire. Frederic coming to the know¬ 
ledge of thofe parties, made his fon the principal objeX of 
his refentment, and eafily detached the pope from his inte- 

In the year 1236, he once more marched into Italy with an q«elfs his 

Such of the cities and ftates of Lombardy as could not » re - 




re 



_, fubmitted to him ; but the moft powerful among them, e 10 

encouraged by the affiftances they expeXed from the king of 
the Romans and the Venetians, and depending upon a rebel¬ 
lion in Germany, refufed him admittance. 1 he pope took 
part with the emperor on this occafion,. and iuued fulmina- 
tions againft all the adherents of Henry who flaould abett him 
in his rebellion. None were fo hardy as to do it; and the 

youngprince, being feized, by his father’s order, was lhut 

up in -Apulia, where he died. Frederic, duke of Aujina, who 
had beeii the main inftrument of Henry s rebellion, ftill was 
in arms againft the emperor; who gave a com million to t e 
dukes-of Bohemia and Bavaria to make head againit him, ti 
his affairs in Italy ftiould permit him to return to Germany 

and reduce him in perfon. , , „ , r . 

Frederic, being now friends with the_pope, had lut e o z * 

apprehend in Italy ; and, returning to Germany, he enere u 1 

the duke of Aujlria’s dominions, and took ^capital, A iet l~ ft ria ' 

na\ where he founded the univerfity which ftill lubfi s 

Vol. VIII. I i that 
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that city: and his fon Conrade was elected, and crowded 
king of the Romans at Spire. He then returned to Italy with 
a very numerous army, and there found the confederacy, 
againft him more powerful than ever. Frederic ’s great fail¬ 
ing was his arbitrary difpoiition towards thofe ftates whom 
he confidered as lawlefs ufurpers of his authority. The pope 
advifed him to moderate meafures, and to confirm the privi¬ 
leges that had been granted them by Frederic Barbarojja and 
other emperors. Frederic rejected this counfel. He forced 
his way into Pavia, and, to ftrike the greater terror into his 
opponents, he abandoned feveral other places, which had 
been in the confederacy, to ftorm and pillage. 

Defeats The confederate army, commanded by Tiepolo , fon to the 
the Mila- doge of Venice , was then lying at Milan, and as numerous 
nefe. as that of the emperor, who attacked and defeated them af¬ 
ter a moft bloody battle, which lafted for feveral hours. 
Ten thoufand of the confederates were killed 3 and Frederic 
ordered the chief prifoners who fell into his hands to be put 
to death, as traitors, by common executioners. This vic¬ 
tory? great as it was, was far from being decifive. The city 

of Milan was populous, ftrong, and rich,; and Frederic for¬ 
bore to attack it till he could reduce other places. After be¬ 
ing inadtive for a time at Cremona , he reduced fome towns 
in Piedmont 3 and confirmed fome of the Lombard cities, 
which were in his intereft, in their antient privileges, in an 
aflembly at Pavia. Mantua being among the ftrong cities 
which Frederic had reduced in Italy, none of any confequence 
now held out againft him but Milan, Bologna , Alexandria , 
and Brefcja. 

Frederic was now arrived at that precife crifis of power in 
Italy which had always rendered the holy fee the enemy of 
the German emperors. He had made his natural fon, Enzo, 
a young man of great accomplishments, count, fome call 
him king, of Sardinia ; which the pope pretended tp. be a 
fief of the holy fee. He had publifhed fome decrees for the 
reformation of ecclefiaftical tribunals, and had feized the re¬ 
venues of certain vacant bifhoprics in Sicily. In Ihort, all 
his conduct pointed at an abfolute independence upon his 
holinefs. 

The Milanefe , all this while, were preparing for a vigor¬ 
ous defence; but offered, through the mediation of the pope, 
to fubmit to Frederic if he would confirm their privileges. 
Nothing could appeafe him but an unconditional furren- 
der, and they refolved to defend themfelves to the laft ex¬ 
tremity. Gregojy gave up all other confiderations, that 
he might make head againft the emperor. He reconciled 
himfplf to the Romans ,, who were as jealous as he was, of Fre¬ 
deric, and entered their capital in triumph; and then he pub¬ 
licly declared himfelf the patron and protestor of the Lom¬ 
bard confedency. Frederic defpifed all he could do, anddif- 
miffed the cardinals and meffengers fent to him by the pope, 

without 
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had recourfe to his ufual arms. He 


His holinefs then! 
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cated the emperor^ and fent an exeommunicatory bull againft commo- 
him to be publifhed by the archbifhop of Mentz, and othefs, nicated, 
all over Europe^ Thofe bulls are conceived in terms of ran¬ 
cour arid malice not to be credited were they not exifting,; 

The pope thbre accufes Frederic of rebellion againft Je/us 


Chriji 


jefus Chriji, Mofes 


and Mahomet ; but that the two 1 aft had . t a . 

to the erids of their lives. Frederic , in his manifeftos, was 
little behind hand with his holinefs* whom he termed. The 
great dragon, who was the forerunner of Antichrijl ; Balaam , 

the prince of darknefs, and fuch other epithets. \ 

The pope, to give force to his excommunications, en-. 

deavoured to intereft St. Lewis, of France , in his favour; 
and offered to transfer the imperial crown to his brother Ro¬ 
bert oi Artois but Lewis not only rejected his propofal,'but 
intimated,- That his holinefs had no power to difpofe of 
crowns. Frederic ordered his chancellor, the famous Peter de 
Vineis , to read, at the head of his army, his anfwer to Gre¬ 
gory’s inve&ives; and they were heard with loud applaufesi 
and he then ordered it to be'circulated all over Germany, 
where it’raifed an univerfal fpirit of deteftation againft his 
holinefs, and united the irihabitants in their allegiance to 

• _ ^ .... _ _ m a ’j* ’ 1 1 .. % r . 1 __ _ _ 


j Frederic. The 
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Milanefe . He had expelled 


* 


mination, who favoured the pope ; and had forbid his letters 
to: be received in any part of his Italian dominions. He kept 
a fecret correfpondence with the 

where the other party formed a crufade. againft him, and 

wore the crofs accordingly. , , ... 

Before Frederic could march to Rome , he was defeated, by repulfed 

the Milanefe , at land ; and by the Venetians , who had feizedfr mRon 


Ravenna 


This 


< aw ivtv. * - - - - J , - 

fpirits to his enemies in Rome, that he was repulled in at¬ 
tempting-to enter that city, and obliged to retire towards! 


Na 


During 


crofs 


tureSi Having recruited his army \n Naples, and ravage 

the Beneventine, he again entered the Milanefe, * n 1 en . d 1 n £ 1 ° 
befiege that city. Pradice and difciplme had, by this time and de- 

rendered the confederates good troops; and the Mdan&\e ated. 
fought a pitched battle with this great emperor, m w 
army was entirely routed; and he hunfelf muftha ^ 

taken in the purfuit, had he not ordered the bri g 

which he fled towards the FlacentineX obe broken down. In _ 


Tufcany he recruited his army ; a 
Guelphs and Gibelins in Italy raged 1 

i i 2 
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The Such of the Ckrijlian ftat.es as thought that Frederic .fold 

pope’s puflied his refentment a gain ft the po,pe too faj*, fent him li- 
fleet de. beral fupplies, efpecially England,and France ; and, ; a gene- 
feated. ral council having been ind idled at Rome by the pope, 

a gain ft the emperor’s exprefs,command, the French * and 
other prelates, embarked on board the combined fleets of the 
pope and the Genoefe ; which were beaten and deftroyed by 
the emperor’s fleet : and three cardinals, with many archbi- 
fhops, bifhops, and other ecclefiaftics, were made prifohers. 
This was a terrible blow to the papal intereft, becaufe,' 
without thofe prelates, the affembly could not have had the 
face of a council. In this critical period died the pope, and 
he was fucceeded by CeleJlineW. who lived but eighteen days 
after his election. Frederic prefled the cardinals to chufe 
another pope, which they refufed; to do till their brethren 
were releafed.. Frederic complied with:their requeft, but, in 
theprjean time, they took fiich meafures, that theirLchdice fell 
upon Innocent IV. the friend and favourite of.Frederic. lt h 
faid, on.good authority, that he rejected, on this bccafion, 
the congratulations of his nobility, upon Innocenfs promo¬ 
tion ; “becaufe,” faid.he, “ in the pope I muft lofe the 

“ friend.” The event did juftice to his penetration. In- 
- nocent began his pontificate by taking fteps. to oblige the 
emperor to (leave Italy j and he not only demanded.reftitu- 
tion of all the towns that he had taken from the^hply fee, 
but that Frederic fhould do him homage for the kingdom of 
Naples. The latter offered to leave their differences to the 

arbitration of the kings of England.and Frances, buti'Innocent 
rejected that propofal, though he offered to have .a perfonal 
conference with Frederic $ which the latter agreed to ; but 
his holinefs invented pretexts for declining it, and fled to 
France , where he convoked a;general council to be held at 
Lyons. 

Frederic Innocent fummoned the emperor to appear at this council, 
fummon- to purge himfelf from the crimes alledged againft him: and 
edto the he complied fo far, that he fent his ambaffadors to the coun¬ 
council at cil; where they cleared his conduit to the fatisfadtfon of all 
Lyons. its impartial members. This did: not prevent his (being ex¬ 
communicated, and a bull iffuing, commanding the princes 
of the empire to proceed to ,a new election, but referving 
the difpofal of the crown of Naples to his holinefs. Frederic 
received the news of This audacious proceeding with a mix¬ 
ture of rage and contempt, "openly declaring that he with¬ 
drew all obedience from the fee of Rome. Though Innocent 
repented of his having carried matters to fuch an extremity, 
yet perfeverance was now his only fafety. He intrigued 
fo artfully in Germany , thatfome of theele&ors chofe Henry , 
the landgrave of Thuringia, king of the Romans ; and, the 
majority of the meeting being ecclefiaftics, the people of 
Germany called him 44 The king of priefts.” 
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filver to enable him to make head againft Conrade ; whom he 
defeated; He then made an irruption, but with no fuccefs, in¬ 
to Frederic's paternal dominibns ; and was killed by an arrow 
while he befieged Vim. The advantages obtained in the 
field againft a pope, feldom, in thofe days, filenced the fpi- 
ritual thunder; with which Frederic found himfelf fo affe&ed, 
that he went to France to juftify his conduct in perfon; leavr- 
ing the adminiftration of his affairs in Italy to his favourite 
fon Enzo, king of Sardinia. The Guelphs made fo good a 
ufe of Frederics abfencef that they furprized Parma ; the 
news of which reaching him while was on the road, the em¬ 
peror hurried back, and laid fiege to that important city, 
... i /« i.- n *-~-— He therefore en- 


baffled 


deavoured'to take it by famine, and formed a new kind of a 
blockade, by building another city oppofite to it called Vic¬ 
toria i which, in a fliort time, became as populous as Parma 

itfelf. 

In the mean while, Frederic unaccountably applying him- Confpira- 
felf more to his diverfions than the affairs of war, the papal cy againft 
party chofe William , count of Holland , king of the Romans ; him. 
and, as fuch, he was recognized by the cities of Cologne ’, 


Mentz 


Strajbourg 


The 


at this 


We 


time, becomes very myfterious. 

he was intent upon this ridiculous fiege of Parma , his ene-^ 
mies prevailed upon his firft minifter,; Peter de Vincis , and 
his chief phyfician, to poifon him. Frederic , though we 
know not by what means, difcovered the conlpiracy ; and, 
the effeas of the poifon being clearly proved, by its being 
adminiftered to a malefaaor, who died of it, the phyliciap 
was executed, and the minifter’s eyes were put out. 
ric’s ruling weaknefs was for women, and thole punilhmepts 
might have been the confequence of fome female intrigues, 
though the apparent cauf.es were as we have here related 
them. The fequel proves that Frederic had given himfelf 
entirely up to a life of fenfuality. He lived at Viftoria m a* 
much feeming fecurity as if he had been m the capital of V 

empire, but ftill continued the fiege of Parma. , 

The pope’s legate, Gregory Monte Longo, who . c , ond ^^ f feated at 

the defence of that city, was apprized of Fie «/rs Y p 
life 5 and made fo furious a fally, at the head of the Parmer Parma. 

fans , that the imperial army was cut m pieces, 
himfelf, half naked, efcaped, with difficulty, and 

his admired city of Victoria was levelled with the ground 
This defeat ferved to roufe Frederic s fpint; and, his party 
being ftill very ftrong in Italy, he was preparing to Jf tne £^’ 
when he received A account, that h.i darling.fon ,Jnzo 
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he made upon their city. 
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The fate of Enzo is another of thofe events which charac 


terize the fpirit of that age and country. However unequal 
the Bol'ognefe were to Frederic* s power, yet Enzo was a king 
and a Gilelin ; and thofe republicans, for fo they then de¬ 
clared themfelves, had the glory of defeating and making him 
their prifoner. A glory which they prized fo much, that, 
by a public decree of their commonwealth, it was enaded. 
That Enzo (who, according to Sigonius, was but twenty- 
five years of age, and, by far, the moft graceful man of his 
time) fhould be kept in perpetual imprifonment, and main? 
tained at the public charge, b’e the ranfom propofed for him 
ever fo great. Frederic, who was pafiionately fond of him, 
offered immenfe Turns for his deliverance; but they were re¬ 
jected : nor could all his power and paternal hffeCtion, ever 
free Enzo from his prifon. This blow difpirited Frederick' 
much, that he retired with his army to his kingdom of Na¬ 
ples ; where he began to think ferioufly of his latter end, 
finding that the pope was too firmly prote&ed by the king of 
France for his army to reach him at Lyons, which Frederic at¬ 
tempted. 

His death. This was the laft expedition of his long and tumultuous 

reign. While he was bufy in recruiting his army, he was 
feized by a fever, which carried him off, on the feventeenth 

'teftajneptj; of December , 1351, in the fifty-fifth year of his age. By his 

V daft will, which is faid to be ftill extant, he left the kingdoms 
of Naples , JeruJalem, and Italy, and all the rights he had in 
the empire, to his fon Conrade. He bequeathed the princi¬ 
pality of Tarentum to Mainfroi , another of his natural fons. 
He left to his grand fon Frederic, by his eldeft fon Henry, the 
dutchy of Aujlria, which he had ere£led into a kingdom; 
but the creation was deemed to be void on account of his 


exccmmunicatiop. His eldeft daughter was unfortunately 
married to the landgrave o t Thuringia, and his fecond to the 
landgrave of HeJJe. 

and eba? . 'As to Frederic* s charadler, it may be collected from the good 

raster, had qualities of his predeceflors •, but he inherited qua? 

litiejs 1 of both kinds that were peculiar to himfelf. He feems 
to have been a free-thinker, in the utmoft extent of the word, 
with regard to religion ; infomuch, that he took Mahometans 
and infidels into his pay j 3s thinking no fet of men were fo 
deteftable as the Gaelphs. With an irrefiftible propenfity to 
pleafure, he was a£hve, brave, and indefatigable. Had he 
been fucceeded by princes of equal learning and abilities with 
himfelf, the houfe of Medicis, and the Italian patrons of 
learning of the fifteenth century, would not have been 
deemed the revivers of literature ; but Frederic* s death 
brought with it a barbarifm which thofe Italians had the 
glory to reform. He encouraged true learning as much as 
his cotemporaries and fucceiiors did the miferable jargon 
which they termed learning; and he was fo far above the 
vulgar prepohcllions of the age, that he had recourfe to the 

Arab 
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/^ authors; which he ordered to be tranflated for the pro¬ 
pagation of the fine arts and true literature, as he did feve- 
ral of the antient Greek writers, particularly Arijlotle , that 
fountain of fcience. His cruelty towards the Guelpbs of Italy 
is unpardonable, but he could not view the papal ufurpations 
in any other light but as fo many attempts to ere& a ridicu¬ 
lous, illiberal, and illiterate hierarchy above all civil power. 
His notions of government feem to have been vaft ana com- 
prehenfive, but founded upon injuftice and defpotifm. By 
the fame principles upon which he deprived the Lombard 
ftates and cities of their rights and privileges, and attempted 
to revive the feat of the Roman empire in Italy, he might have 
called upon the kings of France and England , and the other 
powers of Europe , to become his vafials, becaufe their coun¬ 
tries had formerly belonged to the Roman empire ; nor is i^ 
unreafonable, had he fucceeded in his ambitious fchemes, to 
fuppofe that he actually would have done fo. Some writers 
of good note have faid-that Frederic , in his laft illnefs, was 
ftifled by his wicked fon Mainfroi. 


, 27 - 


Con rade IV. 


M ANY writers have here introduced an interregnum; Uncer- 

but, though the times were troubled, as the right of Jjinty c 
empire ftill fubfifted in Conrade , who had been twice crowned hiftory. 
king of the Romans , and had maintained that dignity, with 
undaunted refolution, we fhall treat of him as the immediate 
fucceffor of his father. 


We 



The 


the priefts; and an accident happened to him* at that time, 

« • • t • 1 1 * /* - 1 fl . * /L. /*. J m f f k a At «r« 1 


flavifh 


to the ecclefiaftical power; or, rather, the triumph of fuper- 
ftition over humanity itfelf. After the above defeat, he fled 
to Rati/bon , where he put himfelf under the protection of 
the bifliop} and, that confecrated monfter, confpiring with 


St 


in his apartment in the night-time. Conrade had changed 
his bed, and, in the dark, .the affaffins killed two of his do- 
meftics ; but, during the fa&,, Conrade was alarmed with the 
noife, and efcaped to his army, which was encamped with¬ 
out the walls. Next day, the bifliop and abbot were appre¬ 
hended, tried, and convided ; but Conrade durft not venture 
to punifli either of them capitally; for the b.fhop was only 
imprifoned for life,; a punifliment which, according to the 
papal doarine of thofe times, the civil power had no autho- 
jity to inflia j and the abbot was deprived of his henefice. 
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William , count of Holland , who, as we h^ve already men¬ 
tioned, had been chofen king of the Romans, in oppofition 
to Conrade, continued ftifl to be fupported by the pope and 
the princes of Germany who were difaffe&ed to the houfe of 
Suahia. William was then no more than twenty years of age, 
hnd, being engaged in a war with the countefs of Hainault , 
on account of her hufband’s fucceffion, he was, by Conrade , 
forced to fly to the pope at Lyons , where his holinefs con¬ 
firmed him king of the Romans ; promifed to give him the im¬ 
perial crown at Rome ; and preached up a crufade of the Eu¬ 
ropean powers and German princes again ft Conrade and his 
brother Mainfroi , who adled as his deputy in Italy. 

Cotirade was fo well fupported by his party in Germany, that 
he thought himfeiffafe in undertaking an expedition into 
Italy, though he and all his adherents flood excommunicated 
by Innocent. The pope’s agents exerted themfelves fo ftre- 
nuoufly, that Naples , Capua , and Aquina , refufed to fubmit 
to his allegiance. Conrade reduced Naples after a fiege of 
eight months, but found himfelf.jembroiled with the court of 
Rome , who had offered the imperial crown to Charles, count 
of Anjou, brother to the king of France. Powerful as the 
pope was then in Europe, he was a fugitive from Rome , from 
whence the citizens had expelled him ; but, through their 
natural inconftancy, they now recalled him; and he ap¬ 
peared there at the fummit of pontifical glory. Conrade was 
fenfible of his power, and endeavoured fecretly to form a 
party in Rome againft him; but, failing in that, he fued for 
an accommodation; which was rejected by Innocent, who ex¬ 
communicated both him and Ezzelino. The latter was a 


free-booter, and had been a fuccefsful commander under 
Frederic II. Under a pretext of a&ing fometimes for the 
pope, and fometimes for the emperor, he made himfelf 
matter of Verona and Padua ; and might have laid the foun¬ 
dation of an independent power in Italy, could he have a&ed 
with the fmalleft degree of moderation ; but, fuch was his 
cruelty, that he was, by the Italians in genera], termed,The 
fon of the Devil. After an uninterrupted courfe of robbe¬ 
ries, for forty years, he was taken prifoner, in confequence 
of the crufade the pope had preached up againft hirn ; and 
died raving mad, to the great joy of the Romans. 

Conrade did not long enjoy his conqueft of Naples^ for he 
died on the twenty-firft of May, 1254. Some time before 
his death, he had fentfor his younger brother, prince Henry , 
to whom his father had bequeathed the kingdom of Sicily, 
Death of who died likewife; and his death happening at fo critical a 
Henry , time, has given room for fome authors, who make no allow- 
king of ances for the change of climates, and the accidents to which 
Sicily. youth are expofed, to fuppofe him to have been poifoned by 

Conrade. It is more probable that Conrade himfelf was poi¬ 
foned by Mainfroi. Conrade , at his death, left, by his wife 

Elizabeth 
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Elizabeth of Bavaria , a fon, Conradin , who, was no more 
than three years of age, and Mcdnfroi became his guardian. 

William? count of Holland , continued* all this time* to aft Progrefs 
as king of the Romans ; and omitted nothing that could en- of the 
gage the fubjefts and vaflals of the empire in his intereft. hans- 
He ; gave the inveftitureof Turing and the chief fiefs of Savoy towns 
and Piedmont , to the count of Maurienne ; from whence the 
family of his prefent Sardinian majefty may.be faid to date its 
greatnefs. AsFredericW. had applied his cares towards li¬ 
terature, William extended his towards commerce. The 
union of the hans-fOwns had rendered them rich, powerful, 
and independent; and the feudal-law, which is ever an ene¬ 
my to trade, introduced a moft pernicious diftinftion be¬ 
tween the landed and the commercial intereft in Germany . 

Every petty prince, or land-holder, under the pretext of be¬ 
ing the fuperior of his tenant, robbed him of the honeft gains 
he had acquired by trade j and exafted tolls upon all com¬ 
modities and manufaftures that went from place to place* 
either by land or water. The cities of Matte, Franc forty 
Cologne * Worms , and Spire , afioeiated together to defend 
themfelves againft thofe depredations ; and in this they were 
encouraged and protefted by William. The benefits arifing 
ffom this confederacy were fo vifible, that, in a fhort time, 
many towns* not only of Germany , but Flanders , fued for ad- 
mifiion into it. Some noblemen, of enlarged ideas, who 
faw themfelves enriched by the wealth of their fubjefts 
through commerce, forwarded the inftitution ; and, in about 
twelve months after its commencement, it included no fewer 
than threescore towns. Lubec, Hamburgh, and Bremen, the 
original affoeiated hans-towris, at this time, were engaged in 
a quarrel with the king of Denmark, who was murdered by 
his brother Abel ; and therefore they could not exert them¬ 
felves in this confederacy, which had great, cofifequences 
for the good of Germany. The projeftors of it, to whofe 
memory hiftory has been ungrateful, eftablifhed a paper cre¬ 
dit, which fupplied the place of money, and anfwered all the 
purpofes of commerce. The bills of one city of the confe¬ 
deracy pafied current in another, and the caufe of one city 
or town became that of the whole. Thus, in Germany, & 
commercial repulic was fettled about the year 1254. It would 
be no difficult attempt to prove that this noble inftituti6n 
was confirmed by the troubles of Germany , which was now 
without a head } and, had they not happened, it never could 
have been eftablifhed. Succeeding emperors and princes ot 
the empire looked with a jealous eye upon this affociation, 
but they never could entirely ruin it, for its remains fubhifc 


Germany, at this time, was under the influence of the civil 

The Gibelin faftion refufed to acknowledge the count Hol¬ 
land for emperor, becaufe his eleftion was effefted merely by 
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pope 


and the the papal intereft; 'but they chofe no other emperor.’ Th^ 
Teutonic knights of the Teutonic order laid hold of this opportunity to 
knights, convert the pagans of PruJJia and Brandenburg j for one third 

7 of Germany and Hungary at this very time were pagans. They 
fucceeded, by the affiftance of fire and fword. A king of ito- 
hemia headed them, and two of the Prujfian chieftains were 
beaten into baptifm; and Koning/berg was, at his requeft and 
dire&ton, repaired, or rather refounded, by the Teutonic 
knights. But a very extraordinary fcene was, at this time, 
forming in Italy. 

Succefs of Mainfroi , as guardian to young Conradin , adminiftred the 
Mainfroi affairs of Sicily , which belonged to his ward. The pope 
againftthe claimed Sicily and excommunicated Mainfroi for not giving 

up his adminiftration. Young Conradin’s claim, and that of 
the pope, were equally deftru&ive of Mainfroi ’s fcheme, 
which was that of feizing Sicily for himfelf j and he refolved 
to eftablfth it by making himfelf fervicenbJe to both. He 
found the papal intereft in Naples and Sicily too ftrong to be 
crufhedj and, by making proper fubmiflions to the pope, 
he not only abfolved ifrom his excommunication, but con¬ 
firmed him in his principality of Tarentum , and appointed 
him lieutenant to his holinefs in that kingdom. The latter, 
however, was a difagreeable commiffion ; and the pope, 
fufpe&ing his true intentions, refolved to put him to the 
trial. A friend to his holinefs being killed, Mainfroi was 
accufed of the murder j and the pope cited him to appear 
before him as a criminal. Mainfroi , inftead of obeying him, 
threw himfelf into the hands of the Saracens and defeated the 
papal troops. 

Pope Innocent dying, at this time, was fucceeded by Alex¬ 
ander IV. who purfued the maxims of his predeceffor, and 
appointed the marquis of Honebruc his adminiftrator for the 
kingdom of Naples j but Mainfroi* s intereft there being fu- 
perior to his, he fubmitted to a treaty ; which the pope re- 
fufed to ratify, and declared the throne of Sicily to be,vacant. 
Inconfequenceof this declaration, he offered it to Edmundll. 
fon of Henry III. of England ; which flattered Henry’s ambi¬ 
tion fo much, that he gave his holinefs money, with which 
he recruited his army; but it was defeated by Mainfroi , 


who foon after made himfelf mafter of Naples and Sicily , 


Diilreflcs 


while his holinefs was obliged to fhut himfelf up in Viterbo . 
All thofe incidents contributed to the ruin of the houfe of 


of the Suabia. Mainfroi a&ed only for himfelf, and not for his 
houfe of pupil. The pope was the declared enemy of both; and 
Suabia. William , his king of the Romans, was at war with the Frin¬ 

landers, whorefufed to be fubjedl to him as count of Holland, 
and,as fuch, he was himfelf a feudatory of the empire. This 
rebellion proceeded fo far, that he disfranchifed them from 
the privileges which their anceftors had obtained from Charles 
the Great , and marched an army into their country. In one 
of thofe unguarded moments in which great princes, often to 

their 
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their coit, want to examine things with their own eyes, he 
went to reconnoitre a little fortrefs withbut any attendants. 
The ice on which he rode'broke under him, and, riot being 
known by the natives, he was killed; ' and buried as a'Com¬ 
mon man. At the time of his deathj which happened in 
1256, he was not above twenty-five years of age, and'had 
discovered great talents for government.- Had it not been 
for the aflbciation of the free towns, which we have already- 
mentioned, Germany muft, at that time, have been entirely 
ruined} but they became fo powerful by commerce; that 
the count-palatine, and feveral of the German princes defiredj 
for their prote&ion againft the lawlefs violence that raged in 
every corner of the empire, to become members of their con¬ 
federacy ; which they obtained. Some of thofe confederates 
afterwards abufed this excellent inftitution to their own ends; 
but, upon the whole, after the deceafe of William^ count of 
Holland , whom fome rank as emperor, the empire Was not. 
thought worthy of acceptance by any prince who knew its 
diftra&ed ftate. 
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The archbifhop of Cologne , who had been the principal Richard, 
agent in railing the landgrave of Thuringia , and the count of duke of 
Holland , to royalty, offered the imperial dignity to Richard , Cornwall 
duke of Cornwall brother to Henry III. of England. He chofen 
feems to have been a weak prince. He paid a vaft fum of king of • 
money, fome fay no lefs than feven hundred thoufand the im¬ 
pounds, which is equal to as many millions at prefent, for mans. 
his title, invalid as it was ; and releafed the archbifhop of 
Ment%^ who was prifoner to the duke of Brunfwic, that he 
might concur in his ele&ion. Richard's eledtors were the 
two archbifhops, the count-palatine, and his brother, with 
other princes of lefs note who had been bribed to give him 
their fuffrages. The archbifhop of Triers , and fome other 
princes of the empire, chofe Alphonfo y king of Gajlile, who 
is fo well known by the name of the AJlronomer , to be their 
emperor, but Richard was crowned at Aix-la~Chapelle \ after 
which he was abandoned by his mock-greatnefs : for his 
money failing him, his venal eleftors formally withdrew from 
him their allegiance, and he was obliged to return to England. 

His ele&ion, however, ought to make a more diftinguifhed 
period in hiftory, efpecially that of England , than it does. 

When he left Germany , he committed the care of the empire 
to three vicars. He invefted Ottocar (a name in common to 
all the kings of Bohemia fince their attachment to the empe¬ 
ror Otho ) with the kingdom of Bohemia } he received homage 
from Guy de Dampier for the county of Hainault ; and, in 
Ihort, he a&ed, in every refpeft, as the fovereign of Ger¬ 
many. It is true, having no patrimonial revenues in the em¬ 
pire, he could not fupport his authority ; but fome contem- 
porary hiftorians inform us 5 that he not only bore the title 
of king of the Romans, but a£ed as fuch, to the day of his 

death. 
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Anarchy ; . Alphonfi, Richard's* competitor, was under the fame difad- 
of Ger - vantage of having np.property in Germany. He was involved 
many. inawarwith the, Saracens, and could not repair to the em¬ 
pire] n ; per (on*. In nther* refpe&s he exercifed all a< 9 ts of fove- 
reiittty ; but the confufion, the mifery, and anarchy that 
theft ipfevailed in Germany , is inexpreffiblej as no law but the 
^wpfd.was known., -The pope was applied to, to interpofe 
his authority 5 bt*6 -he preferved his importance, by fiding 
with neither party. When fome public fpirited princes con¬ 
voked aflemblies for fettling the government, they commonly 
end&i io hlood-(hed ; and his holinefs put a negative upon 
the. elevation of young Conradin to the imperial dignity, 
merely beeaufe he was the grandfon of the emperor Frede¬ 
ric II. Self-prefervation atdaft operated among the princes 
of the empire to give themfelves a head. But all was in vain; 
rapine and anarchy had got too great a fway to be,extin¬ 
guished by any confederation. All they could do was to ap¬ 
point: a fpecies of officers, called auftreques, who had in 
charge to preferve the public peace, and to form confedera- 
ties together for the adminiftration of diftributive juftice. 
Thofe auftreques were found to be fo ufeful, that their au¬ 
thority lafted for a long time, even after the reftoration of 
the imperial dignity. - 

Charles of Young Conradin wa.s the innocent-vi&im of the public con- 
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comes 


be-fufiop. His uncle, Mainfroi, Seized the title and kingdom 
of Naples , which the pope offered to Charles of Anjou , who 
king of accepted of the prefent, and was crowned, at Rome, by Cle- 
the two irtent IV. on condition of holding his kingdom as a fief of the 
Sicilies. holy fee, and paying for it to the pope an annual tribute of 

lixty thoufand ducats. Charles was joined by the Italian 
Guelphs , and Mainfroi was defeated and killed in a pitched 
battle near Benevento. Charles , though a brother to Leivis , 
king of France , to whom that ignorant age gave the appella¬ 
tion of Saints was a monfter of cruelty, and that too with 
the approbation of his holy brother, who never appears to 
have checked, but rather to have encouraged, him in his a&s 
of inhumanity; He fuffered the wife and children of Main¬ 
froi to Ianguifb in prifon, and then, by way of mercy, he 
put them to death ; and permitted his army to commit all 
manner of enormities wherever he marched j but, at laft, he 
became the peaceable poflcfTor of the two Sicilies. 

He is op- Conradin was educated under Lewis , duke of Bavaria , his 
pofed by maternal uncle, and, at the time of the Anjouvine ufurpa- 
Conradin, tion, he was no more than fixteen years of age. The Guelphs 

were then all powerful in Italy ; and the Gibelins , .who 
dreaded an univerfa.l maflacre, invited Conradin to come to 
their refeue. He fet out accordingly with an arrriy for Italy, 
attended by the duke of Bavaria, his father-in-law;, the 
count of Tirol ; and his beloved coufin the duke of Aujlria , 
whole inheritance was like wife in the hands of an ufurper. 

Though 
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Though Clement IV. who was then pope, dreaded Charles 
of Anjou, he was ft ill in more fear of Conradin, and invefted 
the former with the office of imperial vicar in Tufcany, as the 
holy fee was Matilda's heir aiid executor. Conradin had the 
hearts of the Italians , and even the Guelphs favoured his 
claims upon the crown of Sicily, to which he had a rnoft in- 
difputable title. He defeated an Italian army that had been 
raifed by Charles. He took the title of king of the two Sici¬ 
lies, and, in right of his father, affumed that of emperor of 
Germany, to which he had no juft claim, though he was re¬ 
ceived as fuch at Rome by Honorius, a fenator, who was his 
relation; and by Don Henry of Cajlile, the governor of that 
city, a true'knight-errant, who had been banifhed by his 
brother Alphonfo , the nominal emperor. Conradin was like- 
wife fupported by the citizens of Rome, over whom that very 
pope who could thus difpofe of kingdoms and empires, had 
very little influence ; and by the Mojlems of Africa, who, at 
the follicitation of their countrymen, the Neapolitan Sara¬ 
cens, lent him a fleet and money. Charles of Anjou had no de¬ 
pendence but upon his countrymen, who, by their wars with 
the Englijh, were become much better foldiers than either 
the Italians or the Germans in Conradin’ s army. He went to 
France, from whence he brought a powerful reinforcement, 
and returning defeated Conradin, who was by this time roafter 
of Naples, in a pitched battle, fo completely, that Conradin, 
his coufin of Aujlria, and Don Henry of Cajlile, fell into the 

hands of the conqueror. ■ . 

The politics of thofe times were more barbarous than their 

manners. Charles, monfter as he was, hefitated how he 
fhould difpofe of his illuftrious captives. Pope Clement , tho’ 
himfelf upon his death-bed, advifed him to put them to 
death ; and the heads of Conradin, and his beloved coufin of 
Aujlria , were accordingly ftruck off in the market-place of 
Naples , after a formal fentence had been pronounced upon 
them by a prothonotary of Charles. Conradin, when he ap- wholofes 
peared on the fcaffold, cut off, as he was, from all refources his head 
of human juftice, threw his glove among the numerous fpec- on a fcaf- 
tators, defiring that it might be carried, as a fignal of revenge fold, 
for his death, to his coufin \ Peter of Arragon. The glove was 
taken up by the chevalier Truchfes de Walbourg, who fulfilled 
the dying bequeft of the unfortunate young prince, whofe * 
head was ftruck off while he was killing that of his coufin of 
Aujlria, who had been firft beheaded, and watering it with 
his tears. Thofe, and fome other executions, put a period^ 
to the illuftrious houfe of Suabia, with which we fhall con¬ 
clude this volume. 



End of the Eighth Volume. 



